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cn Jirsl arvi fifUfenih of etfry month, and as U 
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copies, it ojfers an winstMllg ccUuabts medium for 
adterUsing. 

AU ajmmnnicalions must be addressed to the Ed- 
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ihenticoted by the name* and addresses of l?ie writers, 

A5 the continuance of the pubticaiion of the Bul- 
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823 BroadtCiiy, Xew York,) wiU secure its being sent 
to such con/rib«dor during the remainder qf the cur- 
rent year, unless Us publication be sooner dUscon- 
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THE WAY IN WHICH FALSE IMPRES- 
SIONS OET AFLOAT. 

Tire Statk or Ohio. \ 

Ezhcutitb DRHAHTlIKirr. I 

COLUUliUii, April 3, 18M. ) 

T(} the Sanitary AnvAatiane ,f Okie ; 

I invite your attention to the following 
communication* from onr very intelligent 
and active Agent at Memphis. In a former 
letter Mr. Hrigham says: “ The Sanitaiyr 
Commission here has always shown a read- 
iness to snpply onr wants, but tho Branch 
here has received little or no supplies for 
tho lost six months.” Our Agent wants 
help at Memphis, and ho very clearly de- 
signates the most desirables articles. Will 
our local societies assist onr soldiers under 
thiscall? If so, they will report their con- 
tributions to the Quarterma.ster-Oeneral; I 
will provide transportation, and send a 
citizen of the State in clinrgo of them to 
Memphis, so os to ensure their safe transit 
and prompt delivery. Prominent citizens 
arc constantly offering to perform this kind 
of service, without comjjen.sation for time 
or labor. So that, in like innnner, and 
payment of expenses only, 1 can send simi- 
lar contributions to other points whenever 
desired. I ask the co-operation of onr San- 
itary Associations. 

Very respectfully, 

Joa.v Bbouo& ' 

To (A« Editors of Ou Cincinnati Comfnerciat: 

Banitart CoMMniroN. 

LocuTiixs, April 9, 1M4. 

I observe in your issue of ye.sterday, a 
letter from Gov. Brough, ou tho want of 
Sanitary supplies at Memphis, and contain- 
ing an appeal to the “ Sanitary iVrsociations 
of Ohio,” to send stores to the Ohio Mili- 
tary Agent at that point. 

* TU« porport of fh« eominuoiootUm reforrod to OM ko 
fUoBOd iron Ibo Cororiior'» lotior. 
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330 barreU of potatoes, 200 do. onions, 
100 do. sour kraut, 150 do. apples, 2,000 
ahirts, 1,000 pairs of drawers, and n fair 
proportion of whatever else we hare on 

board. There aro troops here, and 

2,100 in General Hospital. I have our 
store room thoroughly tluffed. 

Yours, Ac., 

n. A. WiniuNxs. 

From this it would seem that there are now 
aufScient Sanitary stores at Memphis to 
supply the want at that point. It only re- 
mains to show that they are available for 
the supply of wants of Ohio men. 

The rejKirta of our Agents at Memphis, 
and the letters of Judge Brigham, the State 
Military Agent there, all indicate that per- 
fect harmony and concert of action have 
prcvailiHl between them, and that whatever 
our depot contained, was subject to the 
draft of the State Agent for the supply of 
any wants of Ohio men, which he might 
discover, and that he has been in the habit 
of drawing from the depot since he has 
occupied his present position. 

Learning, however, that he had reported 
a want of stores for distribution, I, last 
month, sent him a special authorization, 
which should make him feel free to draw 
from our agency of the abundance of stores 
which I knew had been sent there. My 
letter is os follows: 

LotTUTXU.s, Kt.. UATch 14« 1864. 

F. W. Buouam, Biq.: 

Dsar Sib — Mrs. Bouse has shown me a 
copy of your letter to the Governor, in re- 
gard to yonr experience with the Sanitary 
Commission at Memphis. I am gratifled to 
learn that you have been able to derive as- 
sistiince from our resources in supplying 
the wants of Ohio men, and I trust the 
pleasant relations that have subsisted be- 
tween yourself and our agents, may be un- 
interrupted; and that they may continue to 
be, ns they have been, mutually profitable. 
I enclose a letter to Mr. Carpenter, our 
agent, which will enable you at all times 
to sliare any means of relieving suffering, 
which may be at our command. 

Yours, very cordially, 

J. S. KxwBxaBT. 

This letter contained the following en- 
cloeare: 



Ha. D. B. CABrKsrrxB, 

Ifricrata, Tone. 

Dear Sib — Tliis will be handed you by 
my friend, F. W. Brigham, Esq., Ohio 
Military Agent, who is doubtless already 
well known to you. Mr. B. is an acquaint- 
ance and friend of many years standing, 
and I take pleasure in commending him to 
your kind offices — unless greatly changed, 
he is in all things worthy of our respect, 
and I beg of you, so far ns may bo in yonr 
power, to co-operate with him, in the care 
of Ohio men. 

Yours, respectfully, 

J. 8. Nkwbcrbt. 

From this exhibit, it appears — 

1st. That the supply of Sanitary stores 
received and issued at the depot of the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission at Memphis, dur- 
ing the six months referred to by the Ohio 
State Agent, was far from “ almost noth- 
ing,” but in fact was large, and always ac- 
ceptable to Ohio men. 

2nd. That the present supply at that 
point is ample, and that it has been by spe- 
cial authorization, made subject to the 
draft of the Ohio State Agent 

This, it seems to me, is all that is re- 
quired to show that the Sanitary Commis- 
sion has fully met its responsibilities at 
Memphis, both as regards efficiency of ad- 
ministration, and generosity of spirit. 

Some better plea therefore, than that 
made by Governor Brough, would seem to 
be necessary to afford our auxiliaries good 
reason for departing from their present 
mode of working. 

Should any persons or associations choose 
to send all, or part of their stores, to Judge 
Brigham, for distribution among Ohio 
men, I would not dissuade them from it, 
but let it not be on the plea that the San- 
itary Commission has proved inadequate to 
their wants. 

Very respectfully, 

J. 8. Nzwbxbbt. 

Hjudccabtxm, Mxa. Vmrr., ) 

lOAB iLUt. UrrANTBT. I 

Mkmphis, Txkm., Apnd ao, 1864.) 

D. B. CABrarrEB, Emq., 

Apent U. & Saniiarg CummiMsitn: 

Sir — I take great pleasure in complying 
withy our request, and in answering so far as I 
may be able, the questions you were pleased 
to sabmit to me a few days sinoe. 
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If, in any vay, I can contribute to the 
removal of the erroneous impressions urhich 
evil disposed persons at the North— who, 

I greatly fear are strongly tinctured with 
treason — have persistently, and maliciously 
I thiuk, endeavored to make upon the 
minds of those at home, whose duty to 
their country, humanity, and Ood, is to 
make the burden the soldier bears lighter. 
And when sickness and wounds come to 
him, away from home and friends, and all 
he holds so dear io life, to lend a tear of 
sympathy, to cool the fevered brow, and 
soothe the pain, I shall bo amply repaid the 
little labor and less trouble, in giving my 
testimony in behalf of the noble men, wo- 
men, and agents of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion. 

In answer to yonr first question I would 
say, that during my connection with the 
army, and at every point or station at which 
OUT regiment has been stationed, I have 
never failed to obtain a full supply of 
Sanitary stores as the Commission could 
furnish, when the goods were in store. I 
have uniformly , found the agents of the 
Commission not only willing, but anxious 
to furuish them to the soldiers. My hospi- 
tal has rarely been without such stores as 
were necessary, and frequently the well men 
in eamp have had issued to them a plenti- 
ful supply. 

To your second question. That the sick 
have undoubtedly been greatly benefited. 
The good done in the prevention of disease 
can never bo computed. 

To your third question. That never to 
any extent, or under any circumstances, 
have I known the supplies, appropriated in 
say other way than the one known to the 
donors. 

To your fourth question. Every medical 
man knows the great importance of fresh 
vegetables in the prevention of scorbutic 
diaeaaes, and to the supply furnished by the 
Commission, are we indebted for the im- 
munity the army has enjoyed from such dis- 
eases. 

Living as the soldier is upon the salt ra- 
tion furnished by the Commissary, and the 
supply of fresh beef frequently limited, by 
the distance from the base of supply, and 
difficnlties of transportation, without the 



aid of the Sanitary Commission, he would 
lose much of his vigor and efiicimey. 

Your fifth and sixth questions will be 
best answered together. The necessity lor 
sanitary aid will continue so long os the 
war lasts. The circumstances which ren- 
dered the Sanitary Commission a necessity 
in this war, will continue to arise; as fast 
ns their kindne.ss may remove the call lor 
it, some new call wiU be heard. The min- 
istering angels of the Commission, the kind 
hearts that truly pulsate in response to 
their country’s wants, must not cense their 
ministrations, nor withhold their kind 
words of cheer, or their indispensible do- 
nations. Let the brother at homo not for- 
get his brother in the army. Sister, your 
brother is sick in hospital, send to him 
some little delicacy. The assurance that 
he is kindly rememl>ercd will cheer him, 
will put new resolution in his weak frame. 
Feel no fear that it will not reach him. 
Your particular jar of jelly may not reach 
your particular brother or friend, but soma 
one's will fill its place. 

From the immense storchonso of the 
great free North, let our fathers, mothers, 
brothers, aud sisters send their potatoes, 
onion.s, pickles, kraut, fruits iu their va- 
rious preparations, through the Sanitary 
Commission. The agents will properly 
distribute whatever you send; and although 
the soldier, iu the excitement of army life, 
may forget to thank you, or the amount of 
good done cannot be seen or computed, or 
the amount of disease prevented realized 
yet an efficient army, strong in the arms, 
free from disease, and acting iu the holiest 
of all causes, will soou roll back the tide of 
treason and rebellion, and a great, free and 
peaceful nation bless the agents of its sal- 
vation. 

Let the hands of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion be upheld, the consciousness of good 
done will be the reward in time, and eternity 
will complete the recompense. 

Very resi)ectfully, 

R. A. CONOVEB, 

Surgeon 106<A /lUnoii /n/Mity lV.nnUer$. 



Surgeon ConoTer’s letter did not form p&rt 
of the correspondence arising out of Governor 
Brough’s appeal, bat its bearing on iho snbjeci 
is plain. 
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THE SANITAEY MOVEMENT IN EUROPE. 

Mr. Bowie*, the Secretary of the “Eu- 
ropean Branch” of the Commis.sion, con- 
tinues to distribute our documents and 
reports amongst the saransand philanthro- 
pists, who have been instrumental in setting 
on foot the sanitary movement for Euro- 
pean armies, of which we have already more 
than once spoken. Ho has received very 
gratifying replies, copies of which ho has 
forwarded us — tliankiug him for the docu- 
ments, a.sking for a continuance of their 
transmission, and expressing warm interest 
in the operations of our Commission — from 
M. do Preval, Sous-intcndant Militairo of 
the French Army; M. Cochin, tlio di.stin- 
gnishod author of the “ Results of Eman- 
cipation;” Dr. Basting, Surgeon Major of 
the “ R 'giment d'Elito of the King of 
Holland; Dr. Snnda, Surgeon Major re- 
presenting the “Sanitary Corps of the 
Spanish Army;” and from M. Capello, the 
Italian Consul at Geneva. 

The work of establishing a vast Inter- 
national Sanitary Commission for Euro- 
pean armies, with branches in every coun- 
try, which was planned at the Conference 
at Geneva, of which we have already given 
some account, continues to progress fa- 
vorably, and has received a great impulse, 
as might have been expected, from tho 
outbreak of tho war in Schleswig Holstein. 
M. H onri Dunant, tlio author of the little 
work entitled (Tn Soupenir rh Sol/erino, to 
whoso humane zeal the movement is in the 
main due, has received the following letter 
from the Emperor Napoleon: 

Sen— The Emperor has considered the re- 
quests m;tde by tho Intemationul Conference, 
which took place nt Genova, under tho presi- 
dency of General Dufour, for the stndy of the 
qnesUon of supplying international relief to the 
woundtHl RoldierH on the field of battle. 

His Majesty highly approves of the object of 
the Conference, and of tho suggestions made 
for its atbiinment He desires to assist you in 
your work, bv favoring the formation of a Com- 
mittee of itelief in Paris, and cheerfully author- 
izes yon to nmko knovi'n his sympathy with 
your undertaking. 

The Emperor has also desired me to write to 
the Minister of War, directing him to authorize 
some general officers to join tho committee 
which you are organizing. 

Keccive, Ac., 

Favk, 

Aidt-de-Camp. 

Shortly after the Conference held at 



Genova, in tho month of October, M. Moy- 
nier, President of the Society of Public 
Utility, who had presided at the Confer- 
ence, publi.shed an account of the deliber- 
ations; and an official circular was then sent 
to tho different European Governmeuts, 
containing the following inquiries: 

1. Is the Government disposed to accord its 
protection to tho Committee of Relief for the 
wounded, which is being formed within its 
jurisdiction, as the result of the resolutions of 
the Genevan Conference, and to aid as much os 
possible the sccotnplisbment of its designs? 

2. Will tho Goveniment take part in nn in- 
ternational convention, having for its object: 

(a.) The conferring nentrality in time of w'ar 
upon Ambulances and military hospitals, the 
personnel of the sanitary official service, the 
voluntt-cr nurses, Ac., lecmite^l by the Commit- 
tee of Relief, the iuhabitunts of the country 
who shall go to aid the wounded, and the 
wounded soldiers. 

(6.) The adoption of a nniform, or of a dis- 
tinctive sign for the pers'^ns attached to the 
service, and for a fliig which shall be the some 
fur ambulances and hospitals. 

If this last proposition should be favorably 
received, would there be any objection to a 
badge on the arm, and a white fiag vith a red 
cross ? 

Several Governments have already sent 
official answers. Tho Swiss Fwleral Coun- 
cil authorizes the War Department to carry 
out thewishc.s exprcm‘d in the circular, on 
condition that the States nearest Switzer- 
land shall also agree to the proposition. 
Favorable answers were also received from 
Wurtemberg, Ihrussia, France, and Den- 
mark. At Stnttgard an important com- 
mittee has V>ecn formed, under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Hahn, with an auxiliary branch 
of ladies, from among the highest nobility 
of Wnrtemborg, and appeals have been 
published and widely circulated in the 
country. The King of Prus.sia has ex- 
pressed his lively sympathy for the work, 
and has taken it under liis protection. 
Tlic Danish Minister of War has signified 
the desire of Denmark to adhere to the 
propositions of the committee, and oaso* 
ciatioDs have l>ecn formed in Denmark, in 
Sweden and in Norway. The ladies have 
also formed themselves into associations, 
and have bog\in by making and sending 
to tho Danish soldiers, woolen socks and 
other warm garments; and they have also 
prepared lint, bandages, compresses, and 
have gathered all kinds of medicines and 
refreshments for the army. 

Mr. Bowles reports, as the pecuniary 
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result of the Isbois of the “European 
Brancli" of tbe U. 8. Sanitary CommiKsion, 
the pollfction np to March 1st of Sl8,843 
75, and the branch, it must be remember- 
ed, is not over three months old. 

In connection with the foregoing, wo 
have received the following letter from 
Mr. Upton, tho United States Consul at 
Geneva: 

U. 8. COKfttTLATT, » 

Uekkta. April 1804 . ( 

Rev. and Deab Sir- It stnu k me. on readint^ 
(he (subjoined paraRiftphs in to day’H Jimrnal dr 
Genetic t<i (he wur in Denmark, lhat 

they might interest your Committee; I have 
therefore copied and tranalatt'd (hem: 

“ 1 he delegate of tho lutenmtioual Commit- 
tee for the Relief of the Wounded of the Austro- 
PruKKiau Army. Dr. Appia, has l>eeu for aomo 
time ptixt upon tlie theatre of the war, where 
every thing concurs to assure tho snccess of 
hirt miasion. Received with the greutefit kind- 
ness by the military authoriti«s. ami e«pecially 
by Marshal Wraiigei. ho has obtained all de- 
sirable facilities for passing freely over the ter- 
ritory occnpiei] by the allied army. Wearing 
the white badge with a red cross, adopted by 
the tJonferenco of Gtueva, he has had access 
when ver bis mission required his presence, 
and has procur«d some relief to the wounded 
in the name of the Geneva Committee. 

“The work of the ( onference meets on all 
sides the greatest syinpatliy, and its resolutions 
arc gencrallv recognized as very acceptable. A 
certain miinber of volunteer nurses ) 

have already hud experience in Schleswig, and 
their services heve been much uppreciated; they 
bavo. ill particular, trinmphanily solved the 
great question of aseertuining whether their in- 
tervention might nol bo troublesome on the 
held of battle. 

“At the latest date, (let of April.) M. Appia 
was at the advanced poet, at tbe moment when 
a brisk cannonade was about to open from both 
sides." * 

Very truly yours, 

In tho bonds of the Union, 

CuAB. U. Uptok. 

Bbt. H. W, Bkllowa, 

Se»> rork. 



WORK OF RhLIEF IN THE ARMIES OP 
EASTERN VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND. 
Dr. Steiner, our Chief Inspector of Re* 
lief, rc'porU as follows: 

Since my assignment to duty, (December 
8, 1883,) as Chief Inspector for the Com- 
misKion in the Armies of Eastern Virginia 
and Maryland, (excepting those connected 
with the defenecs of Washington, an<! those 
stationod at Raltimore and Anmipoli.s,)’* I 
have iHaui endeavoring to organize my corps 
of agents, so as to command the whole of 
this held, and to bring tho relief work of 
the Commission within the reach of all 
who might bo entitled to it. The duties 
of a chief inspector, as laid down in tho 



executive organization of the C/oromission, 
are “to direct the xcork of the (bwimwAion” 
in the Military Department to which ho 
ha.s been assigned. Feeling the full re- 
fiponsibility which these duties impose on 
an ofKoi^r, no labor haa been spared in the 
organization of the w’ork, which ha.s been 
effected by tho eabiblishment of three dis- 
tinct districts. The Middle^ (compri.sing 
tho Army of tho I*oh>mac;) The harer^ 
(comprising as much of tho Eighteenth 
CorjJS as i.s stationed in Virginia and Mary- 
land ;) and The (eompri-Hing the 

forces in and near Cumberland, and eiv^t* 
w’ard to the Monocacy Junction.) The first 
of these has always been employed os a 
species of school of instruction for tho re- 
lief ngcntH that have been afteiwards em- 
ployed in Iho other two. The restilU of 
nearly three years’ relief work are thus 
made available in quickly training men for 
work, in accordance W'ith the be.it plans 
practicable. 

The Middle DisTmcr. — Field Relief 
Cvrpn^ Array if the Potomac. — The reor- 
ganization of this army has required a re- 
organization of the Relief Corp^. It con- 
sists of the same ag*‘uts that were reported 
at the first of last mouth, with slight 
changes in their n.ssignments. The direc- 
tion during tho past month has been en- 
tirely under the care of Cu])t. Isaac Harris, 
whoso active business habits hius given a 
special rtree to every thing dom^ by the 
coiqi.s. lU present constitution is os fol- 
lows: 



J. Warnpf JohtiROTi, Supsrintnuffnt. 

(.'■ptAin Ima*' Harria, Asnstant Sttpr inl^iuifnt. 
0<;«ir(;e £. Uolbrouk, A’e:i^ Ayent, Corps. 

E.M. BATlnn, » „ rjk 

Col. a. A. Miihlock, J 

B. M. BlaxliT. I „ ^ 

M. j Ciirpt. 

H. K. WiU'OX, Itr'ief Aprnt, Cara'ry Co ps. 

ChwlejS. CUmpltt. j su>T,k,.p. ,. 

MfUtngf.n. 



W. F. Diilx..,!. 
W. C. Whm<-(« 



'liwy, 
H. C. Frvtiuwi. 



The size of the corps of this army being 
so large, it will ho nece&sarj' to have two 
iigcnts a-ssigned to each, ami therefore the 
pre.sent arrangement is not as complete as 
I hope to have it in a short time. 

The arrangements for tho spring cam- 
paign are now bi-ing made by tho cor|>«. 
Tile wagons are being repaired, and put 
into condition for active employment. Jlost 
of tho agents have undergone a traininij, 
which will make them most useful in their 
work of charity: and there is rea.son to be- 
lieve that our iniudiiuery will bo siieli ns tho 
recent indications of eonfidoiioo in t he Com- 
mission, from tho loyal jicople of tho coun- 
try', ha.s a right to demand. Wiiile tho in- 
dustrious zeal of the women of America is 
being so enthusiastically exhihiled all over 
thu land, it is felt, by tlio.se who represent 
them ill the lield, that every oxeriion is 
required to prevent misappropriation of 
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Btorps, dml to aid tlio medical officers iu 
their iiiiuistratiims to the sick and sufler- 
ing. Constant visitations of liospituls and 
asKoeiations with those having in charge 
the various dejiartmenta of the army, are 
required, in order to give them intelligent 
commaml of the relief work eutrustiHl to 
them. With the view of showing the na- 
ture of their work, I ask attention to the 
accompanying reports — in some instances, 
diaries — of tlieagents, funiished me weekly, 
as required hy the rules of the corps: 

1. Report of W. F. Duboaq, Relief A4jent, Ijt Corpi, 
JanoAry ‘i. lhG4. 

3. Bcitort «>f W. l\ Duboitq. Relief Agent, 1st Corps, 

J1U1US17- 0. Ihttl. 

3. Report of W, F. Dubosq, Relief A^ut, 1st Corps, 

Jaimar}- 1>, IHtri. 

4. Report of W. F. nub<wi. Relief Agent. 1st Corps, 

January K, 1S4U. 

6. Re|M>rt of Oolnntil (loorge A. Muhlock, Relief Agent, 
let Corpa, Febniarj' 7. lipll. 

C. Be}K>rt of Colon>*l <k>orge A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, 
1st Cori).'*, February 14. 1>«4. 

/. Ro|Mirtiif Co]<m>tl G ''trge A. .Mubleck, Relief Agent, 
1st I'orim, F< bruar>’ 21, lH4i|. 

8. Eejxu-t of <!n]'>n«-l (ieorgu A. Muhleck. Relief Agent, 

1st Corps, February 2M, 

9. Rc]Mirt <>f Colonel George A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, 

Ut Cnrp^, Febniary tW, liWU. 

10. Retiortof Colonel GfM>rge A. Muhleck. Relief Agent, 

1st Corps, klarch 7, lHt»4. 

11. Report of Colonel George A. Muhl<H:k. Belief Agent, 

1st Corps. Mirt h 17, 1H64. 

13. Rei«ort of <»louel George A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, 
isl tNiriM. Msrrb 3ti. 1 n84. 

13. Report Ilf ('ojoncl Oe<irKe A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, 

1st (^tirps, March 33. 1HA4. 

14. Reixirl of Gt/irgt! E. Uolbrvok, Relief Agent. 3*1 Corpa. 

Jaiituri' 4, 1H<>4. 

15. Report itf iletirgo E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2*1 Corps, 

Jauuir>’ 9, 

18. Bcptirt <»f t ieorgt' li. Holbrook. Relief Agent, 34 Corps, 

January 16. 1 hi'4. 

17. Rep*»rl*>f<ii*s*rg*' F.. Oolbrook, Relief Agent, 3*1 Corps, 
Jsnuary *J4, le«>4. 

la. E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 3*1 Corps. 

Januiiry 30. laiU. 

19. Report of <>e«>rge E. Holbrook. Relief .Vgent, 3*1 Corps, 

Fi'brusry 6 . JnI4. 

20. R^ jxirlof G*-on*i* E. Holbrook, Relief Agont, 3*1 Corps, 

FebniiiT)’ 13. 1HA4. 

31. Rei»ortoftK*<»rj»e K. Holbrook, Relief .Agent, 2*1 Corps, 
February vti. lsii4. 

33. R*'porti>f iieonjo K. Holbrook, Relief Agent. 2U Corps, 
Febru:*ry 37. 

33. ReiMit tof tirgttK. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 3*1 Corps, 

Mart-h G. iwi. 

34. ReiKirt tif George E. Holbrook. Relief -Agent. 2d Corps, 

Mar*-h 13. la64. 

25. Rop<»rt of GtNirge E, Holbrook, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, 
Mareh 19. 1HG4. 

38, RejKirt of George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 3*1 Corps, 
klariih 38. 1M4. 

37. RefHirt of 8. M. Hlazier, Relief .Agent, 3d Corps, Janu* 

ary 4. IHei. 

38. Rpp*»rtof8 M. Dlazior. Belief Agent, 3d Corps, Jtru> 

ary II. 1SG4. 

39. Rep<»rt of 8. .\I. Dlazlnr, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, Janu- 

ary 17, 1M84. 

90. Re|>ort of 8. M. Blaaler, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, Janu- 

ary 35, iKiU. 

91. Bepirt of 8. M. filazier. Relief Agent, 3d Corps, Janu- 

ary 31. liiG4. 

S3. Bujhi4*t of 8. M. Blazlcr, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, Feb- 
ruary .. 1AG4. 

93. Rujwirt of 8. M. Blazior, Relief Agent, 3d Corpa. Feb- 

niary .6, |H«. 

94. Report *il 8. M. BUzie.r, Relief .Agent, 3d Con>s, March 

14. mot. 

85. Report ol B. M. Blaaier, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, March 
31. laG'. 

98. Report n: 8. U. Blazier, Relief Agent, 3d Corps. March 
27. IHi', 

97. Report o: (Charles 0. Harris. Acting Relief Agent, 6tb 
Corpa. January 3. 1864. 

38. Report o. Charles C. Harris, AcUng Relief Agent, 5tb 
Corps, J anuary 9, 1884. 



39. Report of Charles C. Harrta, Acting Belief .Agent, Sth 

C*>rps. January 18. 1HG4. 

40. Be|iort of niarlcs C. Harris, Acting R4-.lief .Agent, Sth 

C*>rps, Jsuuary 23. 1HG4. 

41. ReiKirt of Cliarics C. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, Sth 

Corps. January 30, 1^. 

43. Report of Charloa C. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, Slh 
CoHHi. February 8, 1^. 

43. Bepirt of Charles C. Harris, Acting Belief Agent, Sth 

Coriw, February 14. 18C4. 

44. Report of Charles C. UarrU, Acting Relief .Agent, Sth 

C*<ri>a, February 15, IWU. 

45. Bejxirt of CharUta C. Harris, Acting R*;llef Agent, Sth 

(.kirps, February 37. 1>«4. 

48. Bo]M>rt of (!tiarlcs 0. Harris. Acting Relief Agent. Sth 
C<>r}M, March 8, lit&4. 

47. Rrjhirt of E. M. Barton, Relief Agent, Ctb Corps, 

March 14. 1M84. 

48. Bepirt of E .M. Barton, Relief Agent, 5th Corps, 

Mar. h 20. IWM. 

49. RefMirt of B. 51. Barton, Relief Agent, Sib Corpse 

March 28. IH84. 

so. Repirt of E. .M. liarton. Relief Agent, on 140th N.Y.Y., 
March 31, 1884. 

61. R«>tHirt of l>avl«l 8. Pope, R*ilief Agent, Clh Corps, 
January 17, 1884. 

S3. RciKirt of David 8. Pope, Relief Agent, 8th Corps, 
January 25, 1881. 

53. Repirt of lUvid 8. Pope, Relief Agent. Cth Corps. 

January 31. 1884. 

54. R«‘iM>rt of Charien M. Both*, Itolief Agont, Sth Corps, 

Fi'bruary IS. 1S84. 

55. RcjHirt of Charlifi .\i. DctU, Relief Agent, GLh Corps, 

February 23. 1H84. 

58. Ih'port of Charles M. Betts, Ralief Agoui, Cth Corps, 

February 27, 1H84. 

67. RoiKirt of Charles M. Belts. Relief Agent. Cth Corps, 
March T. 1M84. 

59. Be^xirt uf (.'harlos M. Belts, Relief Agent, Gth Corps, 

.Afart'h 14. 1884. 

59. Reiiurt of Charles M. Betts. Relief Agent. Cth Corps, 
March 31. 1M14. 

GO. B<>iM>rt of Charles M. Betts, Relief Agent, Gth Corps, 
Man-h 28. 1H84. 

81. Report of C.aittaln Isaac Harris. AsHistant Bupsiin* 
Uunlcut. kbold Relief Coips, Januaiy 14. I'8i4. 

83. IU<p*>rt of J. W. JohQHon. 8ui>«riDtendi*nt, Field Rs* 
liefCorjis, F* bruary 10, 1H84. 

83. Report <»f J. W. John^n. 8uperinUm*lont, FiaUl Bs- 

Uffl’orps, Febntarj 13, Iwl4. 

84. Re}Hirt of J. \V. Johnsou. BuiKTintemlcDt. Fiold Rs- 

In i Corjis, February 2^ 1884. 

65. K«*tHirt of C2tpUin Iaaa*r Harris, Assistant Rtiperiiv 
U'udent, Fluid Relief Corps. March 34 au*l 35, 1884. 

[Wo lijive puhlishetl Bom« of those re- 
ports, and now give the list, as an index of 
the system iu voffue to onaure accurate re- 
cords of labor dom>. — Eos.J 
These reports will give a detailed ao- 
cmint of the work of the agents, and in- 
elude the work doue at the engagement at 
Morton's Ford, as well as that at tlie Fiold 
Lodge, kept at Brandy Station. 

The field quarters of the corps at Brandy 
Station con.si.at of a storehouse and a num- 
ber of tents, ocenpied for lodging the 
agents, the sick and needy who may be 
detained at the station, and such friends 
of the soldiers as may from time 1 1 time 
visit the army. The reil flog of the Com- 
mission, floating from the top of the house, 
c.an be seen for miles. 

With the view of showing the issues 
mode by the Field Belief Corps, since the 
first of January, I ask yonr attention to the 
accompanying abstract, (No. 6G. ) Thotllos 
of the corps exhibit weekly al).stmo s of 
issnea; and the receipted requisition i are 
contained in the archives of onr wo k in 
the Army of the Potomac. These re<iuisi- 
tions are mostly signed by medical oltiueni 
— save each issues as have been made by 
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the agents to imliridnal cases o( need, for 
the time not under any special control, and 
which have nliviiys been occounb-d for us 
individual relief. An effort ha-s been made 
to secure these receii)tod reqiiisitiona 
wherever poasilile, so that we mi^ht have 
in our nrehive.s written testimony as to the 
disposiil of our stores, always ready for 
those wht) are curious and ready for such 
investigations. 

The Lowen Dikteict . — Major Oentrnl 
Butler's eammand ta Virginin anil Man/- 
land . — During the past month, David 8. 
Poi>e has nct< <l as relief agent in charRe of 
onr work in and near Norfolk, and through- 
out the district. As ho has expressi d a 
desire for nnotluT field of labor, I detailed 
R. C. Nevin. on the 2'.Hh ult., to relievo 
him. Mr. Pope, after making Mr. N. nc- 
qnainttsl with the nature of our oi«'rnlious 
in this di.striet, will report for duty in the 
Army of the Potomac. 

Our relief work has been so systematized 
by the plans of the relief agents lately in 
cliarge. that the greate.st jxiasiblu amount 
of good has been acrom))li»hed. A largo 
warehouse, Ntp. 15 Wide Water Street, was 
assigned to the use of the Sanitary Oom- 
mission, bv command of Brig. (leu. K. A. 
Wild, on tlie 3d of Slureh, b‘'f4. This is 
occnjiied by the relief agent and the store- 
kce]HW, (Samuel Bacon,) and is the depot 
for sanitary stori s. 

An abstract of the stores, forwarded from 
the central storehouse for the use of this 
portion of my dc]wrtment, accompanying 
this report, (No. (17,) will show the n.aturo 
of the supplies which have been required. 

The agent has bru>n instructed U> adopt 
the sami- ]>lnn of weekly reports which has 
obtained in the Potomac Army Relief 
Oorjis. Thi'se rejxjrts, with the reeei|ited 
requisitions, have always been forwarded, 
on the first of tho week, to the Chief In- 
spector. Yon will find tho following re- 
ports among the accompanying documents; 

6S. Report of James Gall, Jr., Rtilief Ageots January 17, 
1H64. 

69. Report of James Gall, Jr., Relief Ageoi, January 2C. 
IM'.I. 

TO. Report of James Gall, Jr., Relief Agent, January 31, 
1H64. 

Tl. IUf|»orl of James Gall, Jr., Belief Agent, February 7. 

71 lUrport of Darid 8. IHipe, Relief Agent. Ft bniary 14, 
1KC4. 

T3. Report of I^vid 8. Pope, Relief Agent. March 6, 
IK64. 

74. Report of DarUl 8. Pope, Relief Agent. March IJ. 
1M>4. 

76. Report of David B. Pope. Relief Agent. March 13. 

]Wr4. 

76. Report of David 8. Pope, Belief Agent, March 90, 
1A64. 

Point Is>okout. — During tho stay of Mr. 
E. B. Fairchild, aa examiner in vital statis- 
tics, among the rebel prisoners at Point 
Lookout, jiaryland, he acted also as relief 
agent, distributing stores to the needy in 
tho General Hospital, and to such extreme 
eases among the aick prisoners aa claimed 



his atb'ntion. His re]>ort will show the 
nature of the work, and how acco|>tablu it 
raiLst have been to the sick. The traiisfer- 
rence of Mr. F. to the W’''st, deprives ua of 
his services at Point LfH)kout. It is desira- 
ble that occa.sional eommiinieution l>e had 
with this point, by means of s)ie<*ial visits, 
so ns to ensure our supplying whaU ver may 
bo needed. (No. 77. ) 

At tiio present time a force is s.aid, by the 
news|)!q>era, to be colleotiiig at Anna]>olis, 
for offensive oiK-ratious, under Major Gen. 
Burnside. It may jHiasibly 1«' that this 
force shall operatt' in Eastern Virginia. In 
this case, it will bo neoesssary to organize 
some plan to meet the relief work that will 
l>e unavoidable, when the cnnq>aign is once 
entered upon. I shall bike e.ire to see that 
some proper persons b<> remiy to undertake 
the work, and that the Sanitary Commis- 
sion 1 k» filly rt'prcw'iited. 

Indeeil, in any plan of operations that 
m.oy he adopted for E isteni Virginia, it is 
evident that hard-fought liattli>swill result. 
Both sides are nerving themselves for o 
severe contest. The rest of the winter has 
enabled them to gather strength, and it 
would seem now ns though the final strug- 
gle was near at hand. A wise proviilence 
aa regards the aceumnlalion of stores at 
depots, and the perfei-lion of all arran^- 
ments for relief work, is reijuired at the 
hands of the oflliu'rs of the Commission. 
AVo have experience now in the work, and 
that exi>erienco slionid be made to tell in 
tho way of improved jdans and enlarged 
preparations. 

The Uiteh Disrmrr. — Major neneral 
Sif/efs enmmami, front Cumberland east- 
irards . — The relief work in this district has 
been very irregularly performed until lately. 
Reliance was placed on oeeasional visits 
from the inspectors of the Commission to 
the regiments and hospitals of the com- 
mand, and on applications made directly 
on onr Washington storehouse for stores. 
In this way, quite a large amount of stores 
was iasneii. (No. 78.) The arrangements 
now entered into will enable us to work 
this field aa well os that embraced in tho 
other two districts. t)n the P.lth nit., Mr. 
Charles C. Harris went to Harper’s Ferry, 
and, through the kindness of the military 
authorities, wivs snpjilied with projicr oc- 
commodations for a storehouse. 8inec that 
time a full supply of stores has l>een for- 
warded to him, and it is intended that this 
storehouse shall be tlio dejiot of sitjijiUea 
for the L’pi>er District of my department. 
Mr. Harris writes of the eour*i ous recep- 
tion ho has met at the hands of the oflicers; 
and how wide a field for active jihihinthro- 
pic labors has lieen opened before him. I 
refer yon to his report for a fuller state- 
ment of the naturt' of his arrangements in 
Harper’s Ferry. (No. 79.) 

I intend that Hr. H. shall remain at tbe 
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Perry, in Uie caparity of local relief a^ent 
and 8torekeep<*r. Hi’=i time can be profit- 
ably 8pont in visiting the regiments in his 
neighborhood, finding out their wants and 
supplying them from tlio storehouse. His 
pakl experience in the Army of the Poto- 
mac pre-eminently fits him for the duties. 

The work of tlie Commission in this Up- 
per District I linve placed in charge of Col. 
Poten. lately of the Veteran I.eserve Corps. 
Col. Poten has served with distinction in 
severul Missouri repiments, having, ns 
Major, led one of them in the famous en- 
g^emeut at Pea Ridge. In order to fit 
himself specially for liis work, bo spent 
some time witli the Relief Corps of the 
Army of the Potomac. From his expe- 
rience of army lift», knowledge of men and 
sound common sense, and his acquaint- 
ance with the nature of tho Commission’s 
work, I have every reason to expect that 
ho will prove to be one of our most valu- 
able tffiiccrs. My post experienee ns re- 
gards the value of army oflicers in the ser- 
Tico of tho Commission, is so favorable, 
that I h*el the importance of securing such 
officers as have had a good record during 
their term of service iu the army. 

Since sending iu my report, on the 1st 
of March, I have mode a visit to the Army 
of the Potomac, and found that our agents 
have carried on the duties assigned them 
faithfully, and to the decided benefit of 
the soldier as well ns tho credit and good 
reputation of the Commission. It has ln*en 
my ydeasure to hear testimony to their 
faithftilness in previous reports. I do not 
wish to change the record in their favor 
one iota. They are firm and true, shrink 
from no labor, and avokl no necessary' re- 
sponsibility*. The same testimony I must 
bear to my faithful clerk, E. R. Cornwall, 
to Mr. Hong, (the city storekeeper,) and to 
Mr. L. V. licehe, whose energy has enabled 
mo in iw) many case.s to get stores off with 
dUputeli, when they were sadly needed at 
the fn»nt. Kor have the officers connected 
with the transportation department been at 
all indispose<l to assist us, but have aided, 
as far as in their power, iu all our work. 

With the U(»pe that the future record of 
this department may be even more satis- 
factory thau its past, and that the relief 
work may remove much of the suffering of 
the war. 

We annex, also, the report of Captain 
Harris, the Assistant Superinbmdent of 
Field Relief, (.April 15:) 

On the 27th of Feb’ry, on my return from 
furlougli, I reported for duty to Mr. J, W’. 
Johnson, nt Rr.indv Station. The follow- 
ing Tuesdiy, Me. Johnson left for Wash-* 
ington. Since which, tho superintenchmee 
of affairs iu tho field has devolved upon 
me. 

Early in March, several reconnoissances 



were undertaken, by both cavalry and in- 
fantry; but as the troops went in the light- 
<*st possible marching order, unencumbered 
by trains of supply wagons, and accompa- 
nied by the fewest pos.sible number of am- 
bulances, it was deemed inexpedient to send 
out any of our wagons with sup]>lt< s. 

The most we conld do was to collect from 
Washington a sufficient supply of stores to 
meet the emergency. 

Happily these goods were not called into 
requisition — the infantry’ returning without 
a mnn less; and the cavalry, which accom- 
panied them, with only a few cases of 
wounded, whoso wants were easily supplied 
at the hospital. 

The cavalry expedition under Kilpatrick, 
whatever may have been its Iorscp, and 
the number of wounded rescued from the 
enemy, pas.*«>d into another department, 
where I trust the wants of the sick and 
needy were not overlooked by the agents of 
the Commission stationed there. 

Nothing beyond the ordinary ronline of 
supplying tlie wants of tjio hospitals has 
eharnoterized the work iu fhi.s coij)s during 
the past six weeks, unless it is that of sup- 
plying tho necessities of prisoners confined 
at the various Provost Miirshnl’s quarters, 
who on account of their peculiar situation 
are not allowed to draw clothing (»r l>ay. 
To these men has the Commi.ssion, through 
tho assiduity of its agents, been of great 
benefit. ISIost of the j)risonerH were held 
awaiting trial, or deci.^iona of the Courts 
Marshal, which had for some reason l>een 
withheld. To these men were furnished 
underclothing and blankets, and frequently 
that panacea for all ills — tobacco. If tho 
avidity with which they chewed it was an 
index of their thankfulness, then there is 
little danger of the Commission beiijg styled 
n gigantic humbug, by tlios<» for whose 
welfare it claims its origin and existence. 

The storehouse at tliis station, under the 
excellent management of Mr. 0. S. Clam- 
I pitt and his na.sistant8, with one or two ex- 
j ception.s, and those ow*iiig to some delay on 
I the railroad, has been able to supply tho 
neeofisities of the hospibils, some of which 
have drawn quite lieavily for clothing and 
articles of diet. The absiraets of issuc.s 
which have, from week to week, been for- 
warded to the Central Office, will show you 
the amount of work done. 

At Culpepper, the agency under Col. G. 
A. Muhleck, has been of great advantage 
to tho sick of the 1st corps, ns well a.s of one 
division of cavalry, whose illneas would not 
warrant a removal to the Corps Hospital at 
this Station, and were accordingly treated 
at their quarters, but who, nevertheless, 
urgently required those urliclos of diet, 
which it was happily theiX)werof tho Com- 
mission to supply. 

Tho 5th corps, which since tho 1st of 
January has been guarding tho O. A A. B. 
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K., was 80 widely scattered, that it was 
deemed advisable to establish a store at 
Catlett's Station, which was accordingly 
done by Mr. Charles C. Harris, the Acting 
Belief Agent attaoheil to the eon)s. For 
full p.irticulars regarding his work, I am 
compelled to refer you to his weekly re- 
ports, his situation being snch that f was 
unable to see him as frequently as I did the 
other agents. 

On the 5th ultimo, the regtilar agent of 
the corps, Jlr. E. M. Barton rcdieved Mr. 
H., who rei>t>rted at Washington for orders. 
It was soon after decided to discontinue the 
storehouse at Catlett's, and accordingly Mr. 
B. removed to Bappahaunock Station, 
where he was able to make better arrange- 
ments for himself and horse, and from 
which point ho was in easy communication 
by rail with the dilTcreut regiments, and 
brigade and divi.sion generals. The reqtii- 
Bitions from the corps are now filled at this 
storehouse, which plan works very well — 
the stewards tluding no difficulty in obtain- 
ing transportation for their stores by the 
cars. 

Earlv in .Tannary, a Lodge for the accom- 
modation of sick and benighted soldiers 
was established, there being no accommo- 
dation of any kind provided by the (lovern- 
meiit. Here, nearly one thou-sand men have 
found shelter and comfortable beds, whereas 
they would otherwise have been compelled 
on many nights, to pass the dreary hours in 
cold, drivinp storms or freezing weather, 
without shelter. 

Many a father and brother, ye.s, and mo- 
ther, too, who had travelled hnndreds of 
miles to visit some sick or dying relative, 
have had occasion to bless the tents, or rather 
the agency which placed them there, which 
provided them little comforts, which mo- 
ney can scarcely command in this inhospi- 
table lamb 

More than three hundred meals have 
bean furnished to soldiers who were with- 
out, and unalilo to obtain rations. Civil- 
ian.s in quest of sick friends, and wholly nn- 
acquainted with, and unprovided for a trip 
to the “ front,” have always been cordially 
received at our table. 

On the Ith ultimo I received a commu- 
nication from Gen. I’atrick, Provost Mar- 
shal-General of this Army, and Dr. MePar- 
lin. Medical Director, recommending for 
charitable notice the family of Hlrother 
Jacobs, a refugee, formerly living near the 
Bipidan. Mr. .Jacobs, who hoii been for 
some time in the Confederate service, was so 
unwell at times as to bo confined to his bed 
during the day, and Wiis little calculated to 
attend to the business of shipping his few 
hottsehobl goods to Washington. They re- 
mained with ns three weeks, during which 
they wore rendered as comfortable ns pos- 
sible. 

On the 27th ultimo, the ladies of the 



family were accompanied to Washington 
byG. E. Holbrook, Agent of the 2d corps — 
the husband h.aving preceded thither a few 
days previous. The goods wi-re safely trans- 
ported under the charge of II. C. Freeman, 
messenger. 

What the plan of operations for the com- 
ing season will be, it is impossible to fore- 
see, All we can do is to prepare ourselves 
for the move, which must soon take place. 
The wagons, with their sujiiilies, will all be 
stationed with their respective corjM during 
the next week or ton days. Three of the 
wagons can go out on an hour’s notice, 
should it be required. The burry and lia^ 
bility of losing stores, should a move take 
place, has decided mo to break up the 
storehouse at Culpep|K'r within a few days, 
to be substituted by the corps wagons, 
which shall be placed there immediately on 
the return of Col. Miihleck. 

It would bo unneees.sary for me to parti- 
cularize any of the employees of the Com- 
mi.ssion under my charge, ns having done 
his work well. All agents, 8torekeop<;rs and 
teamsters, have at all times showed a wil- 
lingness to carry out the objects of the 
Commissiou, which needs no speciivl com- 
mendation. 

All having had a furlough, and none hav- 
ing any s])ecial cause of grievance, it i.s to 
bo hoped that the work of the Sanitary 
Commission in this army during the com- 
ing campaign will compare well with that 
in other dejiartments. 

On the 2 Ith instant the more serious cases 
from the hospitals of the 2d and Ild corps, 
began to arrive at Brandy Station, for ship- 
ment to Alexandria and Washington. 

The agents of the Sanitary Commission 
attached to the 1st, 2d, .Id and l!th corps, 
were present, and did goixl service in aasist- 
ing the men from the ambulances to the 
cars. 

Wo not having suitable apparatus for 
cooking food, in sufficient quantity, in a 
short time, the ladies representing Maine 
and New York, Mrs. Painter and Mrs. Hus- 
band. made application at the storehonso 
for beefstoek, crackers, tea and sugar, 
which were furnished them, and, with the 
n.s.sistance of the Sanitary Commissiou, dis- 
tributed. 

Three long trains, loaded with sick and 
wounded men, were thereby provided with 
a substantial meal. The benefit which they 
derived may be estimated, when it is known 
that they had brcakfa.sted before daybreak, 
and had been convoyed over corduroy roads 
to the Station, and wimld not arrive at 
Alexandria until nearly dark. In addition 
to the above, a few bottles of stimulants 
were furnisheil to the Surgeons who were 
to accompany them, on their requisitions, 
which no doubt proved very beneficial. I 
have every reason to believe from the 
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known cLnracterof tlipse Snrgoons, that the 
liquor was not misappropriatpJ. 

On the following day the sick of tho 1st 
»nd Gth corjm were removed, and they were 
supplied in the same manner, as far as lay 
in our power. 



BANITAIIY ATF.tlKS ON THE MISSIS- 
SIPPI. 

We have published on another page a 
oorrespondeuco relative to tho work per- 
formed hy tho Commission at Memphis, 
and intended to illustrate the way in which 
very erroneous impressions are constantly 
set afloat, often hy the admission of a sin- 
gle ungiiai'dc<l expression in a letter or 
re])ort. Mr. Carpenter, our agent at that 
point, with the view of shedding still fur- 
ther light on the general subject of tho 
operations of the Commission in the West, 
addressed a circular to a number of sur- 
geons in the department, a-sking for their 
opinion. We have annexed to Dr. New- 
berry's letter to the Cincinnati Commercial 
the reply received from one of them. Sur- 
geon Conover of the 108th Illinois. Those 
of tho others will reach us in duo course. 
Mr. Carpenter him.self writes .April 20th: 

I have the honor to report affairs in this 
department in the same quiet and favora- 
ble condition as at my last report, and tho 
nnmber of patients in lio.spitals and sick in 
camps without material change; there is 
still an increase of small-pox, otherwise 
the classes of diseases remain tho same. 

I received on the 31st of March, of Dr. 
Warriner, per steamer Dunleith, 323 bbl.s. 
potatoes, 200 bbls. onions, 120 bbls. apples, 
100 bbls. kraut, 36 boxes shirts, drawers, 
Ac., and 3 boxes fruit, which wore a very 
seasonable supply, and much needed. Ow- 
ing to the pressing call from the different 
surgeons in camps for vegetables — as scor- 
butic tendencies were becoming generally 
manifest— I is.sued them immediately in 
the ratio of 10 bbls. potatoes, .5 bbls. on- 
ions, and 2 bbls. kraut per regiment, for 
genend distribution in tho regiments. 
Small as the supply was, its ameliorating 
cfi'ects are very marked. 

I have delayed my report somewhat, in 
order to be able to give some expreasion as 
to the value of potatoes pickled in vinegar. 
I regret to say that it appeal's to lie uni- 
versally unfavorable, ns the men cannot be 
induced to make suOieieut use of them to 
derive any marked benefit from them; the 
onion is not subject to the same objection, 
as they would bo eaten with avidity. I re- 
ceived yesterdajt per steamer St. Cloud, 
from Cincinnati, 7 bbls. onions, 2 bbls. 



dried fruit, 1 bbl. crackers, 49 Jioxes fniit, 
cordial, farina, Ac. — from Cairo, 120 bbls. 
potatoes, 16 bbls. onions, 83 bbls. and kegs 
pickled potatoes, 86 boxes dry goods and 
fruit, which give us a very good assort- 
ment. We shall always need a large sup- 
ply of “eatables” her', as our hospitals 
are situated so far from our markets, that 
they have not tho same facilities for mak- 
ing a “ fund ” with which to supply needed 
delicacies, as those farther North, where 
articles can bo purchased at far less cost, 
consequently will need to be supplemented 
quite, extensively by the Commiasion. We 
need now esjiecially a supply of rags, Vmnd- 
ages, and more sheets; the great increase 
of small-pox cases, and tho reception of 
wounded at this point, make a large sup- 
ply indispensable. 

Wo have also received a report from Dr. 
Warriner, written April 15lh, at Louisville, 
alter his return from a general tour of in- 
spection. It will bo seen that at that date, 
although the disaster to General Hanks’ 
expedition, of which we have since received 
tho news, was not anticipated, every thing 
was ready at Vicksburg to follow it up with 
relief, whene'^er an emergency arose. Dr. 
Warriner says: 

I have just returned from the expedition 
toA’ick.sburg ami intermediate military posts 
in the Mississippi Department, whither I 
went in charge of a full cargo of sanitary 
stores. I distributed these according to 
need, to gunboats and garrisons, at all 
points occupied by Feileral troops, leaving 
the groat bulk of tho cargo, of course, at 
tho two points — Memphis and Vicksburg 
— where wo still keep up our agencies. 1 
have alri ady informeel you of tho supplies 
loft at Memphis. The quantities reserved 
at Vicksburg were somewhat larger in re- 
spect of all articles, except fresh aiiples. 
I found these were not likely to keep suffi- 
ciently well to ju.stify their transportation 
beyond Memphis. I left at Vicksburg 
.some 700 barrels of vegetables, 200 barrels 
kraut and pickled iwtutoes, 1,500 drawers, 
2,500 shirts, 2lX) comforts, 150 sheets, 50 
brnrels dried fruit, and a goodly number 
of boxes of canned fruit, tho quantity or 
condition of which I am not now able to 
give you with accuracy. 

The vegetables will bo i.s-stied promptly 
and freely, by Mr. Way, to regiments as 
well os hospitals. I left Vicksburg on tha 
5th inst. At that time the nows from tha 
Red River expedition was meagre and de- 
void of special interest, as al.so of dednita 
indications respecting future movements. 

Tho Red River was rising, and the gun- 
boats were puishing on towards Shreveport, 

No decided encounter with tlio enemy, 
and no marked incidents, had ocourred by 
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land or water aince tlie capture of Fort de 
Rufiftey. Llind forces were advancing si- 
iniiltaneously with the jpinboatj*, a largo 
sick list was reported, and the day of my 
arrival at \ickhbiirg, the painful nimor of 
the loss of the hospital steamer Woodford, 
by a snag, was received. The rumor was 
believed, althongh not made absolutely 
certain at the time I left. Xo supplies had 
been sent of any kind from Vicksburg \ip 
to that time. On that day the ** Ike Iliir* 
ris,” an o<’ean going Rteanier. was seized by 
the quartermaster, and sent to Fort do 
Rnssey to bring away contrabands. It 
only^ took the siipplie.s necessary for the 
enbfii.stence of these on the rt>turn vovage. 
There was understood to be a co]hH*fion of 
l.GOO of tlicm at that noint. The Harris, 
from its stmeture, would be unable to go 
np higher than the Fort. There seemed 
to be no intention of sending supplies to 
the troops, either commissary or medical, 
without further orders. I considennl the 
propriety of attempting to reacli tlie expe- 
dition Milh the Hunleith, and a goodly 
portion of her cargo, but decided adversely 
to it. The boat itself wa.s not adapted to 
auch a trip. It« motive powers were feeble, 
and its capabilities of resistance and endn- 
ranee, when ns.sailed by rough weather, are 
abaky and uncertain. 

But, aside from this, the trip itself, with 
the best of fueilities tlierefor, was not yet 
otlvisable, as there was no information vet 
current or attainable that we would iiot 
meet the whole expedition on its r<*turn. 
Mr. Way, and his assistants at Vicksburg, 
have all needful vigilance, tldelity, and en- 
terprise, and will go forwaril with stores 
whenever it becomes desirable and prac- 
ticable to do BO. 

I found about 1,000 patients in general 
hospital at Vicksburg, and twice the num- 
ber at Memphis. One half, or more, of the 
former are cases of small-pox. This is now 
the only disease displaying itself in nn 
epidemic form in tlie army. It has been 
terribly prevalent for many months at all 
points on Die river, where there are either 
troops or inhabitan*8. Yet there has been 
a 8ur|>risingly small number of deaths from 
it, taking this epidemic feature into ac- 
count. It would seem os if the Beneficent 
Powers were determined that the whole 
army should have the diseo.se, once for all, 
and HO gel through and beyond one great 
peril to its career, if not exisbmee. One 
may almost believe that every man in the 
army luis taken his turn, (who w;is Kuscep- 
tible of the disease,) during the winter. 
There seemed to bo no decline to the epi- 
demic up to the time of my leaving, but 
the a<lvancing heat of the season will, of 
course, produce its accustomed results in 
checking it 

I found tlie affairs of the Commission, at 
both Memphis and Vicksburg, in a highly 



prosperous condition, and excellently well 
manag<Hl. After the Red River expedition, 
I imagine the sanitary work on the Missis- 
sippi, this aide of New Orleans, will mate- 
rially decline. That is, should that expe- 
dition prove a micces.s, and no reverses be 
met with elsewhere ou Iho river, of such 
magnitude as to call for the return of troops 
that have been removed to other depart- 
ments. 

We have received, though too late for 
insertion in this number, very full reports 
of the work performed by our agents in 
relieving the sick and wounded after the 
great battle. In the meantime, we find 
the following general statement on the Hub- 
in the corre.spondenceof the Aew llrAr 
Herald^ from New Orleans: 

Since tlio recent batllea, Dr. Crane, of the 
Sanitary Commission; the Mayor, Cupt Hoyt, 
Mr. Tucker, General BankH private secretary, 
and other gentlemen, have worked imlefutigo- 
hly clay and night in gathering together and 
transporting Ktores to the nick and wounded. 

Ilefonj the news of the engagement arrived, 
upwards of three hundred boxes and barrels of 
clothing, wines, and delicacies for the sick were 
forwarded; and within an hour after intelli- 
gence had reached this city of a buttle haring 
been fought at Mount Pleasant, fifty cases of 
lemons, wine, ice, were shipped on a des- 
patch boat for Alexandria; and since that time 
scarcely a bout has left this city for the front 
without taking up largo quantities of all neces- 
sary hospital supplies, delicacies, Ac., for the 
sick and wounded. Ten or twelve agents of 
the ('ommission are now with the army. 

Ou Monday night lost, a benefit was given at 
the Varieties Theatre, in behalf of the J^anitary 
Comniission, and a subscription list opened at 
the box office. By this means upwards of two 
thousand dollars have alrr ady been subscribed. 



THE CHRISTfAX COMMt^^STON AND THE 
SANITARY COMMISSION. 

Tho following letters explain themselves: 



Ma. Wm. a. Hottt, 



AXTfAPOLlK, MP.. 

Ap.n lit, 1S64. 



V. S. Sanitiry Commiuitm. 

My Dear Sir — I have just received your 
letUT, and am exceedingly pained that the 
Rtatement in the PhUaihfphin Inquirer of 
March 10th, shonld have arisen from any 
thing I had written to Fhiladelphia. So 
far from detracting from the goo<l work of 
the Sanitary CoinmisRion at this point, and 
all others where I have labored during the 
war, I can say that they have done nobly, 
and promptly met the demands made upon 
them for stores in behalf of our soldiers. 
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The article in the Inquirer, I suppose, 
originated from what I may have written 
about the presence of a member of tho Sani- 
tary Commission in tho Naval School Hos- 
pital. But, I assure you, I had no inten- 
tion of conveying the impression that your 
noble organization was not at work here. 
I am well aware that you have your agents 
on the flag 6f truce boat, and that freipient 
visits are made to this point by members 
of your Commission. You have always 
had a storehouse at this hospital, which is 
always fllled with goods; and at Camp 
Parole you have several ladies, who are rep- 
resentatives of your Commission. I trust 
that Mr. Knapp and yourself will not think 
tliat I intended to give the impression, that 
the Christian Commission was the only 
organization at this post. Far from it; a 
wrong impression was received. 

Wherever I hove been — on the Peninsula, 
at Antietam, Gettysburg, &c. — I hove al- 
ways found tho Sanitary Commission at 
work. Wo arc both laboring in the same 
noble cause; wo should rather help each 
other, than seem to lessen tho good influ- 
ence which we would exert. 

I am, very truly and respectfully yonrs, 
J. O. Sloam. 

U. 8. CmnimKV Comcimioii. ) 

Mo. 11. Bake Btaxst, S 

PmukDBLPaiAg April Ttil, 1M4. ) 
Kxn H. D. WxujAMs, • 

U. S. San, Cm,, Camp Parofe, JfJ. 

It is with the greatest possible regret 
that I write, to correct a mistake into which 
we have been unfortunately led by infor- 
mation from Annapolis, to the cflect that 
there was no agency of tho Sanitary Com- 
mission in your place. 

Wo have received from Rev. J. O. Sloan, 
our agent at Annapolis, in Naval School 
Hospital; also from Rev. O. R. Brent, of 
Camp Parole, letters which speak in tho 
strongest possible terms of your " constant 
efforts to relieve tho distressed;” and espec- 
ially of your own labors, and those of Miss 
Phillips. 

Rev. Mr. Sloan says: “ There has, un- 
doubtedly, been a wrong impression made 
at Philadelphia. I have corrected all, how- 
ever. ’’ 

I write to exonerate ourselves from the 
suspicion of having desired to cast even 
the slightest idea of disparagement upon 
tho lahsirs of tho Sanitary Commission in 
Annapolis. The mistake on our part arose 
from entirely wrong information. 

Will you pardon our mistake, and accept 
this poor apology, with our kindest regards 
and good wishes lor your success. 

W. E. Boakdmas, 

Sec. U. S. C. C. 

OsmLLL BosrrtAL, Tcuuaboica. Tecc., 1 

Janmarf w, ISSt. ) 

Ht Diab 1>& RaAD — ^It is farthest from 



my wish to array our two organizations, 
having a common good at heart, one against 
the other; but it seems to me that tho pub- 
lic mind needs, in some respects, to bo in- 
structed as to the best means of doingyuod 
i/I the arm;/. There are at present two 
great organizations in tho country, having 
this great end in view, viz,, “The U. S. 
Sanitary Commis.sion,”andtho “ Christian 
Commission.” Having, as yon know, had 
a somewhat extensive experienco during 
the past twenty-eight months, tho most of 
that time on the “ front,” where aid has 
been most needed, and having seen and 
felt the practical workings of both bodies, 
I trust I may bo pardoned, if, in a spirit of 
kindness, I point out what appears to me 
“ to be an error” in one, contrasted with 
tho more instructed experience of the 
other. The Sanitary Commission was in- 
stituted to supply, in part, and as supple- 
mentary to tho services of the Medical 
Coqis, the wants of tho sick and wouo<lcd 
of tho army, which, from the nature of the 
case, tho General Government could not 
always do. This it bos done, and is doing, 
to an extent never before known in the 
history of war. All tho parrioti-sm and 
benevolence of the people has been aroused, 
and they have poured upon the army the 
full stream of their bounty, trusting to tho 
integrity and wisdom of the U. H. Hanitary 
Commis-sion to distribute it. And well has 
it fulfilled the trust. At the outbreak of 
the rebellion, there were misgivings among 
the people, on the one hand, and the army, 
on the other, lost these bounties should bo 
misapplied; but the day of such evil fore- 
bodings has gone by. I am free to confess, 
that, on tho part of the Medical Uepart- 
ment of the army, there was a fear lest it 
and the Sanitary Commission should come 
in collision; but the Commiasiou adopted 
the only true and safe course, which was 
“ to issue their supplies on tho requisition 
of surgeons, and leave them to use them os 
the exigencies of the case might demand.” 
The wisdom of this course has been fully 
established, the Sanitary Commission ac- 
knowledging “that those having the im- 
mediate charge of tho sick being tho only 
roper judges of what was best lor them to 
ave,” and tho Medical Di'partmeut, in 
“ looking to tho Sanitary Commission as 
a fountain whence the wants of the sick 
could be supplied.” In this way a mutual 
esteem and confidence has been estalilish- 
ed, and tho two now work together har- 
moniously. Tho Christian Commission, if 
I understand it, w.os instituto/1 to supply 
tho “ religious and moral wants of the 
army.” So far ns it has confined itself to 
this work, the surgeons, whether of regi- 
ments or in charge of hospitals, have been 
ready to extend tho hand of welcome, and 
aid the agents of the society in their “ work 
and labor of love;” but when the agents 
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come into hospitals, and propose to issno 
nrlieles of diet to “this man,” or “that 
mail," it becomes the duty of the surgeons 
to be firm, and say, “ No one is conijn'lent 
to judge as to what is fit and proper for the 
sick or coUYalescent to have, but the medi- 
cal officer having them in esjH-eial charge.” 
It is but a low days since tliat an agent of 
the Ciiristiau Commission, whom 1 can but 
esteem for his honesty of purpose, and his 
f.eal for tlie welfare of soldiers, came to this 
hospital, and nsiiiested the privilege of 
giving to various iudividiiuls, sick in the 
hospital, articles of diet which had been 
confided to him. I was obliged to say to 
him, “ .Sir, we do not know one man from 
another; neither you nor I are competent 
to judge what is proper in any individual 
case. That must bo left to the judgment 
of the medicid oflicer in charge of the 
wards ; he knows every individual case. 
Leave the things yon nave to distribute 
with the steward. They will then go into 
the commiasarios’ room, and the attending 
surgeon will order them on the diet table, 
day by d.iy, as they are needed.” He did 
not “ si‘e it in that light,” and nothing was 
left. It should bo understood “ that no 
articles of diet for the sick can or should 
be distributed, any more than an outsider 
could come into a hospital and prescribe 
medicines.” Let the people at home pour 
their benefactions into the general store, 
to be used as wisdom and experience shall 
dictate, and let them send their agents into 
the field to do their moral and spiritual 
work; then there will be. no clashing, and 
the temporal and moral wants of the army 
will be supplied. 

Tours truly, 

llKNJAMrs W'oonw.uio, 

Surgeon in Ckargt, 



THE DISTRIBUTION OF STORES. 

STCVxsaos, Ala., Ftb. 25, ISM. 

Ds. A. N. BriD: 

llKAU Silt — Day befpre yesterday, when 
your letter came, I was absent at laiokout 
in Bcareh of relics, and ycstenlay there was 
no mail to Nashville, so my letter will not 
reach you as soon ns expected. Late letters 
from Nashville a|-e not as long in coming as 
others were two years since. 

All the stores sent from Iionisvillc for the 
Home and for me, also those from Mr. 
Jones, have come to hand in gnixl condi- 
tion. I would have been glad to receive a 
greater amount of stimulants, if you had 
had them to spare, as every reipiisition 
asks more or less. Wines especially are in 
demand, and at this season of the year the 
sour native wines are particularly suitable 
to the relaxed condition of the system. 

Your remarks in remrd to misapplication 
of sanitary stores, and the care desirable in 
their distribution, are very jnst and n^es- 
oary. I will send oat to all the hospitals, 



from which issues are mode from this post, 
circulars similar to the one in pamphlet 
for the signatures of private soldiers, and 
will, os far os possible, visit the hospitals 
myself, or send some person to collect the 
desired testimony. My own observations 
lead me to conclude — 

1st. That the amount of sanitary stores 
consumed by sanilaiy agents, given by 
them in r»H'ii>rocation of ollicial couttesy, 
or din^ctly misapplied, is infinitesimal. 

2d. That Uie favors received by olliccrs 
are very few, and the amount of stores eon- 
sumed by officers so small as to bo scarcely 
appreciable. 

fid. That there is sometimes misapidica- 
tion of s (ires by surgeons and hospital at- 
tendants, but by no means to the extent 
suiiposcil, or to such a degree as to prevent 
the vast bulk of the stores from reaching 
the sick. 

The first conclusion needs scarcely any 
explanation. The Sanitary Commission is 
deiiendent at every jiost for its successful 
oiierations upon the conrte.sy of the officers, 
and they have it in their i>owcr to render a 
thousand-fold for all the favors they receive. 
I think the course of prcs'ceding of agents 
in such cases is uniform, but the amount of 
stores thus ex|>cuded is too slight for men- 
tion. Few officers receive favors directly 
from the Commission, and never to the 
nt'glect of privates. At Kelly’s Ferry I 
never accommodated well men to the ne- 
glect of the sick, or officers to the neglect 
of privates. Of the officers who stojiped 
witli me, 1 think I am safe in sayingscarcely 
a dozen had ever received a meal at the 
expense of the Sanitary Commission, or 
who would bo BO situated as to r( ceivo a 
similar favor again. It shows a great dis- 
regard for tnitli to say that the Commis- 
sion is n “good thing for the officer,” 
when the aggregate of officers favored is so 
small. 

I could have collected an abundance of 
the evidence from jirivates, which you de- 
sire, at the Ferry, but my opportunities 
now are not so good. Must close now os 
the train is coming. Will write more to- 
morrow. Cannot send, quite Jet, amount 
and list of seeds. 

Yours, very tnily, 

Wm. a'. StrruiTE. 



VEGETABLES VEGETABLES -VEGE- 
TABLES. 

Rijcooold, Oa., April 4« 18C4. 

Ma. D. BAftTLETT, 

Agent Sanitary Commistion: 

8ni — The 28 barrels of potatoes, 4 bar- 
rels of kraut, and 1 barrel of sliced pota- 
toes, (in vinegar,) which you sent to bo dis- 
tributed to the men of the 1st Bri^;ade, 3d 
Division, 14th A. C. , have been received and 
distributed. 



Digitizect by 
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Permit me to express my thanks in be- 
half of tlie brigade for this liberal supply 
of vegetables. 

2vo vffjrliibha except those received from 
the S'luitari/ Gtmmission, have been issued 
for several monihs. 

In consequence of onr brigade not being 
Bupi>liod with vegetables, we have had a 
gdotl many cases of scurvy, and a scorbuti* 
tendency in almo.st all of our disease.". For 
about a month before we left Chattanooga, 
we were supplied very liberally with vege- 
tables by the Sanitary Commis-sion, and the 
result wa.s, a rapid improvement in almost 
everj' case of sickness. There were a good 
manv coses of diarrhea, in which medicine 
would do no goo<l, but which a few meals 
of kraut would cure — thus showing that it 
was change of diet rather than medicine, 
that was needed. 

Our brigade is now in a very healthy con- 
dition, although there is some tendency to 
scurvy still manifest. 1 attribute in a great 
measure, the present healthy condition of 
the brigade, to the liberal supply of vege- 
tables from the Sanitary Commission. We 
are now eamp< d in a healthy location, with 
plenty of gt,o<l w ater, and if we can have 
vegetables to issue with the rations now 
supplied by the Government, there is no 
reason why our brigade should not remain 
in healthy condition. 

I hope, therefore, you will bo able to 
supply us w ith vegetables, so that wo can 
issue them to the men at least once a week. 
The old saying, “ that an ounce of pre- 
ventive is wortli a pound of cure,” is very 
ap[)licable to the army, for it certainly is 
much better to supply the men with proper 
food, to prevent tlieir getting sick, than it 
is to supply them with bi>th food and medi- 
cine to cure them after becoming sick, and 
lose their services at the some time. 

Yours, truly, Josiau t>. Colton, 

Surg. 311 R-gl. O. V. /., 

AcL Sur, U; B, if. 3<i Bit., lith A. C. 

ONIONS FOB THE SOLDIEB.S. 

A OOUSTBY OtBL TO COUNTBY OIRLS AND BOYS. 

Not long since I heard a soldier say that 
soldiers like onions; that he had, at one 
time, paid twenty-flvo cents for an onion. 
Onions aro good for soldiers, and many of 
them crave tliem. Y'ou and I don’t, maybe; 
we like them only a long way off; but the 
soldiers do. Down in a corner of our gar- 
den, behind the bushes, in what I recognize 
from surroundings os a long neglected cor- 
ner — a spot unoccupied save by our dogs, 
who have con.sidcred it their own peculiar 
play-ground, and from which our boy has 
taken many a load of bones of their strew- 
ing — I .see, in vi.sion, the morning sun gleam 
brightly on rows of tiny green blades; and, 
as I look, the rows seem to form themselves 
into neat characters, which presently 1 see 
are, Fob thb Soldxkbs. Henceforth, for 



this season, at least, that bone-strew ed plot 
has a nobler destiny. The vision shall be 
realized. The dogs must seek another play- 
ground; this spot is to bear onions fur the 
soldiers. Where now is stiff sod, shall in- 
deed bo mellow soil, where onions may fake 
to themselves size and sap and odor. In 
due time the green tops may flavor soup 
for the Home Guard ; but every bulb lying 
concealed in the dark mould shall be sacred 
to such as have seen actual service. Never, 
since exiled I.-raelites landed and sighed 
for the leeks and onions of Egypt, has there 
l)cen so great a glorification of the odorous, 
tear- provoking bulb, as there shall be in this 
garden comer. 

This sounds well, say yon; but talking 
breaks no bones, and that frozen sod is not 
broken yet for those onion bed.s. Y'ou’ro 
right. When the barrel, (or shall it only 
bo barrel?) eontaining them shall have been 
directed to the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, 
will be a btdter time for talking of these 
onions of mine. But just one word to you, 
girls and boys. Have you a neglected cor- 
ner in your garden, in your yard, or a place 
hitherto given to the cultivation of flowers 
only? That patch is not youi.% I beg leave 
to inform you. The soldier h.as a mortgage 
on it. Waste soil is not to be tolerated 
about onr homes, in these times, and the 
tulip, though a lovely ministrant, must give 
phu-e to a root which may bo put to nobler 
uses. Dear friends, can’t you, won’t you 
work these spots for the soldier.s? Think 1 
for any slight weariness wo shidl so suffer, 
they have known the hard endurance, the 
wear of long marches; for every droji of 
oozing sweat while bending at our toil, the 
crimson life-current streams from them for 
country, for home, that ice may have them. 
Let us give freely what we call to those who 
are giving life, some of them, for us. 

Glancing over a newspaper, my eye falls 
upon a statement that in the Army of the 
Cumberland there is much suffering fur 
want of vegetables. In several regiments 
scurvy has broken out; and an urgent ap- 
peal is made to the .Sanitary Commission 
for vegetables. Should each of us country 
girls and boys furnish a bushel, even, of 
vegetables — wo won’t insist upon the onions 
from all, if some of you prefer potatoes for 
your peculiar patch — and put them all to- 
gether, those from each village sending 
their barrels — how the barrels would roll 
in? This seems bumble work for some of 
us, does it? No work for country is mean; 
no work for its defenders is mean. Let na 
pledge ourselves, girls and boys, that wo 
will do what we can, and that with the 
enthusiasm with which we pieced together, 
and flung out to the breeze, our first mini- 
atures of the ‘‘Dear Old Flag," in the be- 
gynning of these strange times, when it is 
defended from these whom it has so long 
Weltered. — X%e Independent. 
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TUE LEGISLATURE OP WISCONSIN AND 
THE COMMISSION. 

Ke&oliitions iairoduced bjr Mr. Hubbell 
were ado[)ted, follows: 

Resolved, That the U. S, Sanitary Com- 
mis'iion commends itself to the Rood will 
and hearty 8upi)ort of this Legislature, and 
that we hereby testify on behalf of the sol- 
diers and people of Wisconsin, to the com- 
prehensive benevolence of its principh‘s, 
and the efficiency of its plans as a means of 
promoting the welfare of the army. 

Rexoloed, That wo especially value the 
nationality of its views, by which all our 
soldiers, without distinction of place or 
race, are regarded ns U. S. soldiers, and 
treated as such in all respects. 

RemiveJ, That the Ladies’ Aid Societies 
of Wisconsin, acting a.s they do, in co-ope- 
ration with the U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
are heartily commended to the continued 
support of our people, a.s the most suitable 
tributarios through which the contributions 
of Wisconsin may find their way to the hos- 
pitals and camps of tlie army. 

Resolveit, That the fidelity and generosity 
with which the efforts of the U. H. Sanitary 
Commission have been sustained by citi- 
zens of this State, and especially by its 
noble and patriotic women, is worthy of the 
highest commendation. 



HOMES AND LODGES. 

We have reports from the following Homes 
and Lodges: 

Memphis. 

At the liOdge at Memphis, daring the four 
weeks ending April 3il, there have b«'on admit- 
ted m-.^n, from twenty-two States -making 
an average pt>r day of 531. 1,660 lodgings have 
boon provided, and 1,833 meals; transportation 
hiL<i been procured for lOL 

Caibo. 

The report from the Soldier’s Homo at 
Cairo, is as follows: 

11,303 men have been admitted— making an 
averag-3 of 1,613 p?r diy; 22.835 meaU hare 
been given, and 7,764 lodgings. 

K.iHHVZLLB. 

At the Soldier’s Home in Nashville, daring 
the mouth of March, 6,047 men have been ad- 
mitted, from twenty-throe States; 11,732 meals 
and 4.236 lodgings have been given; traaspor- 
tation has been procured for 3,712, and $20.- 
225.22 h.vve been drawn and paid over to 108 
men. 

LouLsvnxB. 

The Tlolief Agent of the Kentucky Branch of 
the U. S. C., reports as follows: 

From the Home at Louisville, number of 
rations served during the two first weeks of 
March, 31.982; numl>er of lodgings during the 
same time, 7.182. The Agent says: the busi- 
ness of the Home, in the way of providing for, 
and a ccotn mo^lfttirg soldiets, has increased 



steadily, and judging from the demands of the 
post wedk, bids fair to continue to increase. 

BB\SHE\n ClTT. 

At the Home nt Bra-shoar City, during the 
two first weeks of March, G28 soldiers have been 
received; 1,641 meals and 415 lodgings, have 
been given. 

Detiioit. 

aThe report for the month of February, of the 
Soldier’s Rest, at Detroit, shows that— 

0,39 soldiers have been BdmitU^^; and 3,374 
meals and 740 lodgings, have been given. 

Camp Nelson. 

Mr. Butler, our Agent at Camp Nelson, re- 
ports for the fifteen days ending .March 31: 

March commenced exceodingly wintry, a 
heavy and continuous sU>rin of snow came with 
it. making Gamp NeUon, and I presume sundry 
other places, very miserable and dangerous, 
without a shelter. 

The buildings wore by this time so far com- 
pleteil, that when the bed-sacks arrived, which 
they did on the morning of March 1st. a large de- 
tail of energetic soldiers prep\red the llome 
for the reception of 260 men, who would other- 
wise have had no shelter from the intensely in- 
clement weather. 

The Homo would not hxvQ been opened so 
early, had not the sudd<.*u return of winter 
forced every door op’^n, and filled most of the 
bads— for every portion of it was inomplete, 
and in the hands of the mochanirs. The hasty 
opening was, however, a matter of necessity, for 
not only were the health and comfort of 260 
men in jeopardy, but their very lives. 

With the exception of a few days when the 
Home was being completeX the mouth has been 
fall of intercstiug labors to us, and I have rea- 
son to know of much profit to tho s ddiers who 
h ive sojoumod with us. Daring this month, 
April, I trust that tho Homo will be fiaished 
in every p irticnlar, audincrosso in facilities for 
the comfort and cleanliness of tho soldiers. 

During the last fifte-n diV-S of March, we fur- 
nished: lodgings, 1,849; meals, 5,628 -com- 
prising a total for the month of March, of lodg- 
ings, 3,657; meals, 16,99'i. 

A great change has tak»*n place in this Camp 
d’lringthe last month. Tho immoaso basineaa 
and traffic which a month ago were so lively, 
and the daily influx of strangor.s, which once 
was 80 great, have departed, leaving Camp 
Nelson comparatively dull, and shorn of its im- 
portance. The long trains of wagons, trans- 
porting Government stores to tho front, have 
almost entirely disappeared; also, a largo pro- 
portion of multifarious employ^js of tho Camp. 

Tho change has boon S’uMen and disastrous 
to several enterprises, both railibiry and civil- 
leaving the future character of the Camp unset- 
tled aud unknown. 

The ho.spit\ls are still in full operotioa. Dis- 
0.140 in its most m iUguaut shapes, is uausually 
rife; ca.ses of Htnall pos, mo-asles and fevers pre- 
vail more than ever, and results are uncommon- 
ly fataL ^ 

The ho.spitals through thi.s district, notwith- 
standing what tho Hospital Fund is expected 
to do. are very needy. Suffering, in a variety of 
characters, makes freqneut calls npon us. 

There U any amount of worlL We need 
material 
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WOUK OK THE STATISTICAL Bf UEAU 

Immciliately after tbe fii>t Imltle of fJull Run, 
(July a numlxT of iiispectom were 

•ent out to oftcertaiii ifae cot»di(iuo of tbe troops 
tbnl took part (bereiu. Ixfore* duriug. and alter, 
tbe eugagement; aud to iurestigate tbe causes 
wbicb gave ri«ie to tbe siiddi n panic among th^ 
men.wl.icb.it U believid, rePiiUed iutlieir de- 
feat. Tbe fuels Urns cnIU'Cted were arranged 
and tabiiluud iii tbU oltice, ni.d u report of the 
resnllfi deduced therefrom published (aec appen- 
dix J)uc. tU). 

CASCP INSPECTIONS. 

About the end of July, 18UI, tbe Commiiwion 
adopU’d a system of Camp Inspections, for tlie 
duties of which a number of Inspectors were 
appointed. 

Among tbe subjecU into wbicb they were di- 
rect(d to inquire, and to report (hereon, were 
the chameU'r of camp siU'S ns to elevation, and 
tbeir Uidnlily to malarial lnflit<‘Dces; drainage 
and policing of camp; ventilation of tents and 
quarters; cleanliness of men; quality of food 
and water; system of cooking generally em- 
ployed; quality and sufTicieocy of clothing of 
men: manugement of field ho^ntals; siifilciency 
of medical supplies; sickness and mortality of 
troops. Ac.. Ac. In short everything that uflect- 
ed tlie beullb and diHcipUnc, and consequently tbe 
efficiency, of tbe men was to be noted, tbe atten- 
tion of tbe officers directed thereto; and advice 
ofTcrMl, and snggestioos made, whenever in the 
opinion of tbe inspectors, the igooranc:: of tbe 
ofllcei^s, iip'dic.il or olh rwise, of sanitary laws, 
rendered it iiece.'sary. 

Of Ibeso inspectinns we have received up to 
date 1.4G;{ (rt preoeiiting Sno organizations). 



Kamlxr re^ceived in IhGl fijo 

UC2 riJ7 

•» •* *• 18G3 3C1 



These returns are subject*‘d to three proces.«cs 
of talnilstioii. Fir»t,oi\ preliminary s)icet«, f><r 
our own facility as office reference, and also to 
enable us to give micIi general information in re- 
gard to the location and military slatiis of each 
regiment as m.«y be proper. 

S'ecofid/t/, in a condema d form, where* the con- 
dition, iiiUividuany and collectively, of twelve 
regiments, hi regard to tbe information nqnlr<d 
by Inspectors, (Doc. 19 a.) ia set'n at a glarce; 
and the informaliou thus prr«x>nt<.d may be readi- 
ly maele use of as the Coiuniisi-ioa may fee fit in 
correcting mch abiisr*# as come wiihin tbe ol>- 
•eivaiion of the Inspectors, and in improving and 
amelioruUng the coudLtiou of the soldier gen- 
erally* 

TtiirJiy. on a State register, where all the 

You L— No. 13. 26 
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questions, embodied in Doc. 19 a, are arranged 
under their resp-.xUve beiuU. so as to give a 
monthly summary of replies, obiaincd thereto 
by our Insp'-ctors, of the regiinenls of each .State, 
visited by them; these »r.‘ agatu presented by 
groups of States; and finally, a grand aggregate, 
showing tbe total numlier of replies, or items of 
iafurmution, collected from all the organizations 
in the U. S. service. vidUd by our luspcctors 
during each month. 

There have been recorded on the State register 
up to date al>out 700 returns, having still about 
7C3 to be entered tbeieun. 

Tbe results to l>e obtained from the facts re- 
cord* d in Ibis register, will be of inestimable 
value in d* Unuiiiing and reduciog to a scieiitifio 
basis, those g' ucial laws by which future mili- 
tary operation:- shall be governed, in rt'gnrd to 
the economy of human life. Indeed this value 
has already been recognized, Irom the fuvor 
with which certain partial resulK derivid from 
facts colK'ctcd hi the io-pection of tbe fir-t 20U 
regiments, and embodied in Doc. 40. were n:- 
ceivid by statisticians and scientific men, nut only 
in tbe United States, butaho in France and Ciig- 
land. 

UnsriTAI. eTATtHTlCB 

In the summer of 1862, we copied from the 
rccord.s of the Surgeon Geueml’a Office, the con* 
solidatid reports of hospitals (including those of 
a few g«*nt ral hospitals) of the diflVrenl depart- 
ments, as f.r as they had bi*eii rec-ivtxl. Th*y 
all p09t-e^H more or loss value, according to tbe 
accuracy and couHstency of (-nch monthly re- 
port, one with another, in determining (he ave- 
rageduration of treatinoot; ratio of deaths to 100 
cases treated; ratio of sicklier to 1.000 mean 
strength, and numl>er.<i furloughed. diMiharg'd 
and desert'd. The reports of ho^piuU in the 
W'c^t are a great deal m<ire incomplete thiui 
(hose hi the K.ist. The value of this data will 
1 h* of use in giving appr'*xliuating eiilm ib’a of 
the numlhT of men trt^aud. in all the llo^piUls 
of tbe Uniud States, regimental and g«'ueriit or 
otherwise, since tbe conimeucemeutuf the war. 

OAIK AKII !/>Sa. WTCKNKSS AMI M'^RTAl.lTr, rittKT 
FIKrEKX MO.VTUH OF THE WAR. 

Anoth'T source fur the collection of data is tbe 
Adjutant Geiienirs Office. 

The facts obtained there are of the first value, 
whether we con!-ider them with reg.ird to their 
vasinofS. or to the gradually Increasing regular- 
ity of (heir r*-!uins, by which previous error is 
reiulily detcchd, and a greater accuracy sc* 
cured. 

In the beginning of April, 186i, we set to 
work to dutennioe tbe sick aces and mortality of 
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thi whole array, from the bi'jjinnin^ of thf! war, 
to tbf> time the laj^t return'^ had Wen received iu 
the Adjutant Generars OfDce. The rolU from 
which IhrAc results were to be elicited, are the 
returns of gain and \ws of each regiment, 
usually made out by the Adjutant, and atippos*ed 
to be forward'Hl monthly to the Offlc* of the Ad- 
jutant General. At flr^l they were Irregular and 
incomplete; but aa time elap)>ed, and their 
Icugib of service increasid, the officers graduaily 
awakened to a sense of their duties, and the re* 
turns came in more and more regularly; until 
now irregularity in their tranamiasion is perhaps 
rather the exception than the rule. 

Commencing with June, 18(11, we exhausted 
all the rolls received in the ofllce from that time 
up to. and including Augu>t, 18C2— a period of 
fifteen months— and comprises over 2.4(HJ re|K>rU 
from the dinireot orgnuizationa in the stTvice. 

The coUi'Ction of tbU vast quantity of facts ; 
their arrang« ment by Stales, and by groups of 
States; and their classification by months and 
seasons; together with a large number of other 
combinations, which arc always suggested to the 
inquiring mind of the statistician, required the 
constant services of one clerk for over six 
montlt . It has been estimated that the dedtiC' 
ons thu:« obtained, ItivolviHl over oue million 
figures. 

The results 61)011(01 from the above, in relation 
to the fifvt nine months of the war, (June, ISfil, 
to March, 1SC2,) have been puhlislicd, with illus- 
trative diagrams [Doc. 46]. 

Ill (his pamphlet are given the annual mortal- 
ity rales i»f tbit volunteer army by seu-sons and 
by rank, and by location whence recruited ; the 
coo'^lant sickne^8 ral<?s of the army Ea.‘-l ami 
Wwl; and also comjKiri^ons bctwien the sick- 
ness and mortality of the troops in the Hast and 
those In the West Liaborati> comparisons are 
likewise instituted between the 8ickue8.s and mor- 
tality of the present volunteer army, and our 
army at diflVreut other periods of our history — 
particularly that engaged in the Mexican cam- 
paign; and also with the Ilritish army at va- 
rlmiK p< riod'<— and more especially during the 
rcninimlar and Crimean campaigns. 

It has abu elaborate culculatiwiis, bused on 
these ri turns, showing the rale of recruiting nc« 
cessary to supply giarn from mortality, 

discharges, de-'^ertioiis, an<) other causrs; and abo 
allowing tiie nunils r of men r> (;uir d to k ep up 
A gtorn eunsiiifit tOTCV of when u 

giern per centage of men an? ^■ou^tan^ly sick. 

rUr.SlOl.OGtCAt. KXAUINAnONS OK Sol.ntKK^, 

In JaiiUAry. l8C!l. we c‘numeuc“d the social and 
p'lysiolog'cal examinations of soldier-; and since 
.iien have been con-iantly receiving, and con- 



tinue to r<-c -ive, these returns from our agento, 

•Messrs, fluckley and Fairchild. The former has 
confi led hironelf exclusively to tlic examination 
and mea^ureraeut of Union soldiers, aud the lat- 
ter has been similarly employed on reliel nddieni 
at Point Lookout. T..e numl>er of individual 
examination returns received up to date is, of 
Union wddiers. 4,U78, and of rebels, 1.K70 — mak- 
ingju all 6,048 returns. 

These we talmlaie as they come in, dbtinguisb- 
ing those in usual good health from those suffer- 
ing from disease, exhaustion or otherwise. 

Being fully impressed with the great value of 
this work in otablisbing coroparirons between 
the physical, social, and moral condition of 
nortbern soldiers, with tboe'* of the south; and 
Ixtvveen both and those of European armies, we 
have succeeded iu placing the aggregite facts in 
as forward a stale as potisible, so that results 
may be dcducwl therefrom with comparatively 
little delay and trouble. 

TUB INFLUENCE OF UILITART LIFE O.V MEN OF Dir- 
FERKST AGES. 

Another subject of investigation is to asc<^rtaia 
the average age of the soldiers of the volunteer 
service, by iftates; to timl out what agis pndom- » 

iiiate iu the nationiti army; and through these 
means, by connccling (hem with other facts, to 
determine the rtdativc efficiency of meu in active 
military life, at different ages. 

With regard to the average age of the volon- 
teers, we are now engagi-d in culUTtiug all the 
available data in the Adjutant GemTaPs Office 
on this point, and have completid that of 
the soldiers of the followiug ibirtvtQ States, 
namely 

Maine, New Jersey, 

New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 

Vermont, Marylund, 

Uhode Bland, Illinois, 

Massachusetta Iowa. 

Connecticut, and 

New York. Calilornin. 

We have thus far investigaUd the r« cords of 
alout 9U0 organizations or IhhUi-s of troops, in- 
volving (uc examiuation of 1U,UU0 muster rolIs~ 
representing an aggregate force of nearly 
80U.000 men. 

There yet remain to l>e e.xaminid, in order 
that each State may lie repre.seiit< d. the rolls of 
sixteen Slates nnd Temtories, lx>ide the differ- 
ent State and Uiiili d StakV organizations of Co- 
lored troops. 

In regard to the question, a« to the relative ef- 
ficiency of meu iu active service at diflereut 
ages, the difficulty of obtaining data for its dis- 
cussion, makes it not an easy luattir to couclu- 
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•iTcly riftfrmine. The only available inforraa* 
tion, likely to ihro'v lipht on this subject, was 
derivurfrom records of deaths and burials, now 
bidu;? collected and record'd, under the official 
management of Brigadier-General Rucker. As 
these recordnare received, entries arc made on 
a large ri'gistcr, of the name of the deceased ti- 
dier. bis ago, regiment, and cause of death; to- 
gether with such other inforo:atlon as will ren- 
der it not only a means of future ideiitincation, 
but bIh/ a document of considerable historic 
value. 

Having obtaiiUH! permission to make such use 
of the fiicts contained therein as we saw flt, we 
exbausttHl all the Information relating to the 
age of the soldier, and the cause of death. 
Somewhat over 2.000 deaths wore recorded. 

The rosults setmied to Indicate that the mor- 
tality was /na between the ages of clgltteeo and 
twenty, than between twenty and twenty-five, 
but greater than among those of twenty -five 
and thirty-five. 

WhcthiT the facts obtained from the records 
of 2.000 men are fufficient to establish a question 
of such scientitio importance, it is difficult to 
say; we understand, however, that they have 
been considerably increo-sed since then. We ktiow, 
also, that Mr. Elliot, previous to his departure 
lor Europe, w as about to make arraiigoments for 
tbccullectloD of data from other sources, and ia 
sufficient quantity, to enable us to arrive at con;;^ 
elusive resulU on this }>oint. 

rHNHIONB. 

We have likewise collected from time Iq time, 
such oth T stali>lic4 of the volunteers, m w«m’o 
afforded i»y the rolls in the Adjutant, Mknerars 
Office, such as. nativities, occupatict.'s^ beigiKs, 
complexion, color of hair, eyes, &c. T)ie utiml>cr 
of men of whom we have ohtalucd sugh descrip- 
tions is CO.OOO^of whom 18,000 dmfted men 
and subslitute.s; and the number, of rolls ex- 
arainuti, to get at this informatioo» was at least 
6,000. In these descriptions arc comprised sol- 
diers of th'! following States, nqmely: 

Maine. New,Jerst*y, 

New ll.irnpshlrc, l*cnijsylvania, 

Vermont, Maryland, 

Rhode Ulaod. Illiools, 

Mas.^achu«cdts. lowji, 

Conmcticut, Indiana, and 

New York. Mluncsol.a. 

As Die rolls from, which these facts are de- 
rived. are cotisliinlly bidng received, the work of 
collecting them may be prolonged indeOnitoly. 

KK/Ecri ov 1.0NO uancpiEs and iHrnopER food o.v 

TIIK HKAl.Tll or THE UK.V. 

after the battles of Gettyi^burg, another 



subj^-ct of investigation was entered upon This 
was to ascertain the effect of long marches and 
improper or Insufficient forid, on the health of 
the men who took part in the engagement. 

For the purpot^e of collecting the necessary 
facts to aid in Us discussion, forms (J, Jt, & 
J2) were prepared, and given to Inspectors with 
such instructions, in relation to their collectioa, 
as should render the information to be obtained 
of greater value. 

We have received up to date 141 of these re- 
turns, (Dr. Swalm 50, Dr. Win low (», and Dr. 
Fairchild 25.) which we have arranged, classi- 
fied and tabulated; and which, await seientijic 
to elicit just and correct couclusioos In 
relation to the subjects uuder discussion. 

IN THE HOSPITAU 
/ 

BV THE AirrUOR CK ** A U-UNT DAY IN CAJtP." 

S. S , ft Mfussnehnsotts Sergeant, worn 

out with heavy marches, woutuls and camp 

disease, dicol iu Oeneral Hospital, in 

November, in “ perfect peace. ” Some 
who witnessed diuly his wonderful sweet 
patience and content, through great languor 
and., wcnrinca.s, fancied sometimes they 
“could already see the brilliant partioloa 
of a.hulo iu the air ulmut his head." 

I lay me down to sleep, 

With little thought or case» 

Whether my waking liud 
.Ho here— or Thkm:! 

A bowing, burdened head. 

That only asks to rest, 

UnqncHtioning, n)M:>n 
A loving Brefiftt. 

My good right-luuid forgcLs 
ItH cuuniiig now — 

To march the weary march 
I know not how. 

I am not eager, Imld, 

Nor i-trong— all that is past; 

I ft’ii remiy not to do 
A t last- at last! 

My half-day’s work is done, 

And this is all my port; 

1 give u patient God 
My patient heart. 

And grasp his banner still. 

Though idl its Idue be dim; 

These stripes, no loss thuu stan, 

Xjcad after Him. 

The following was found in a paL- 
tiry soek-j recently: 

The fortunate own»*r of those sor.lJa is sccref/y' , 
informed, that they are the one f unJredlh and ^ 
nineiy-rxrst pair knit for our ‘ Brive Boys' by 
Mnt. Abner Bartlett, of 5tedfo^i, Maas., 
aged 85 years. January, 18G4. ’ ► • • * 
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HOSPITALS IN TENNESSEE. 

(COXTIJrtJED.) 

Since niy connection with the tinitod 
States Sanitary Commission us hospital 
visitor, Mr. Ingraham ami myself have 
visitcil the general hospitals in Niushvillo 
ns often as once a week. In these visits I 
have i-mlcuvoreil to make myself fully ac- 
ipiainteil with the wants of the sick aiul 
woumh'il soldiers in tho various hospitals, 
and to furnish supplies to relieve their 
wants, to tho full extent of their claims 
upon the aid of the Commis.sion. 

No case has presented itself, within my 
knowledge, that has been parsed by with- 
out proper attention ninl relief. The af- 
fairs of these hospitals apjwar to be n<l- 
miuistered with care and ability by the 
Burgeons in charge. Neatness, cli'anliness, 
ami order chnraeteriz<! all their depart- 
ments. I have discovered no want of at- 
tention to the wants of tho patients. They 
have wholesome food and suitable elotliiiig. 
As a general thing, the wards are well 
ventihrted, and kept at a proper tempera- 
ture. 

Strangers have often visited the hospitids 
with me, and in every instanee have ex- 
pressed gratification at the excellent man- 
ner in which they are provided, and the 
healthftd condition in which they are kc]>t. 
Not long ago, a father came hero to visit 
hia son, who wius a womidisl soldier in one 
of the hospitals. He came with the inten- 
tion of taking his son home with him. 
After spending two days at tln^ lio.spiial, 
lie s:iid to me that he should leave his son 
there, for he Wiia salistied, from what ho 
lu>d Been, that his son was Ixitter cured for 
there ttiaii he could lie at home. 

That you may have a eorn-ct general 
idea of the work done by the Conimbsion 
in tliese hospitals, 1 will enumerate the 
various articles that have b. cu di.stiibutcd 
in tlu iu during tlie montbs of January and 
February. Tile aatoiint disiributed in the 
month of March will be UHierlained and 
includisl in llie next npoil. I will nl-o 
ntate the. number of jmtuuts in eaeli hos- 
ital for the same lime, ami from what 
tiles of the Union they huv-* come. 

This will be iiudruciive, and serve to 
illnstralc the ni-eessity of si ch au organ- 
ixati' n a.s the United Ntates Innitary Com- 
mission. 

Dining the months of .Jutc.:.iry and Fcb- 
mury, there wi re diitribiitco to Hosplliil 
No. 1, :iil shirts, b'5 p dis of drawevs, 107 
toweb, o2 paii-.i of .socks, 11 paii-s of slip- 
pers, 9.1 cans of fruit, 8 cans of condensesi 
beef, l,7l)0 poniiiks of dii d fniit, 248 
pounds of grocenc.s 7)4 liottl. ii of wine and 
ejiirils, 30 cuua of condensed milk, 3il gal- 
tonv of apple butter, 1G2 gull ns of pickles, 
360 giillons of kroiit, 304 bu Jiels of pota- 
toes, 52 bushels of onions, 63 gnlluus of 



ole, 15 bushels of green apples, 26.5 pounds 
of crackers, 41 pounds of codlish, 124 band- 
ages, 48 pillow' eases, and other small 
articles. This distribution was made, (or 
the most part, under the immisliati' siipor- 
visioii of .Mr. Ingraham and myself, and 
the soldiers in tho liosiiital received the 
full beiietit of it. I have not the slightest 
idea or suspicion that a single article was 
misapplied or wimted. 

In a conversation I had la- t week with 
Dr. Horner, the surgeon in charge, he said 
nibliely, in the presence of a number of 
allies and gentlemen, that the United 
States Sanitary Commission had rendered 
the greatest possihle service to Hospital 
No. 1; that it saved it hest winter iri.m 
going down; that he found it greatly in 
debt, and wa-s only able to snsliiin it by the 
aid received from the Conimission; ami that 
it wirs now out of debt, and aide to take 
care of itself. To show how highly he ap- 
preciated the service rendered, he directed 
a number of his a.ssistuut.s to procure a 
letter of thank.s from flie iiiinales of tho 
hosiafal to the Commission, for the sup- 
plies received at their hands. That leltir 
has been forwarded to joii. 

The iiniiiber of sick and woniided sol- 
dicr.s in thi.s hospital, who lairtieipaled ill 
thesnpplies above mentioned in the months 
of .Taunury and February, and the States 
from which they were mu.stered into tho 
Federal service, will be foniid in the fol- 
lowing table, furnished by the huspilid 
clerk ; 

V. S. A., GXS'EBaL nOSl'IT.VL Ko. 1, I 
NAM1VIU.S. Tenii., A/ar(A 'si, ISGI. ) 
Number of paUelits fcxmi ttio iliflorvlit States tu lioaiiital, 
January Ist, 1SC4. also Uio niuubur rreenett ui Juauary 
and February: 



1 


Januaiy i, 

! IkGi. 


Iteoelred 

1 Ui Jan. 1 


Rct*»*tve‘d 
in Fob. 


Total" 

Treated. 


r.rgnlarArmy.i 


1« 


8 j 


1 10 1 


ax 


Ohio 


237 


IDS 


161 ; 


Wi3 


liidiottA 


126 


70 1 


I 66 I 


253 


lUiiioi« 






luo 


25T 


IVimcawTC .... 


I.*} 


6 




U$ 


Micbigau 


07 


U 


41 ! 


125 


Kentucky 


80 


25 


60 1 


155 


Wifk'otiHin ... 


1« ! 


8 


14 


40 


kIlniH«ota . . 


1 i 


2 


0 


a 


KafuiLM 


3 


3 


6 


10 


Mitutouri 


6 


H 


15 


33 


Pvuitft.vlvania . 


26 


6 


13 


43 


New York 


IS 


H 


14 


37 


MsRBat'himettJk 


6 


3 


0 


K 


New Jersey ... 


1 


1 


1 


a 


Iowa . . . . 


15 : 


1 


10 


26 


UiscttUancouB. 


tt 1 


2 


11 


20 


Total..... 


7a« i 


313 


K« 


i.r»70 



From this exhibit it will be readily per- 
ceived, that no mere Stute agency wimbl bo 
adwpiatoto i npply the wiintsof llie soldiers 
in this hospital; neither would it bo ade- 
quate for any army lio"pital. for a simihir 
state of facts exists in all. Here ure fifteen 
bnndreil and seventy soldiers, from liftccii 
difTcreiit States <if tho Union, brought to^ 
gether, by the casualties of war, in the same 
hospital. 



Digitized by 



* 



ft 

The Sanitary Commission BvIUiin. 406 



They urc uU United States soldiers, and 
were lighting under tho sarao flag when 
wounded or disabled. Surely a Commis- 
sion must be niilioniU in its char:ieter, and 
“mit hemmed in by State lines,” to meet 
the wants of sue.h a ease. In tho struggle 
that exists, tho political, social, and indi- 
vidual interests of the whole people are at 
stake; and it should make no diilbrence 
with patriotic citizens from what Stite tho 
heroes come w'ho fight their battles for 
them; and, when suffering, there should 
be no partiality in the relief that is extend- 
ed to them. 



Tho UniUsl State.s Sanitary Ooinmi.ssion 
wivs founded upon this broad and <-ompre- 
honsive principle of patriotism and bene- 
volence; and the good it has done, and is 
doing, over the whole extent of tho theatre 
of war, fully vindicate tho wisdom of its 
organization . — Report of Hospital Visitor. 



P.ltTEUNS FOR HO.SPIT.tL CLOTHINa. 

The following patterns have been adnptetl as 
tho best and most economical by the Now Eng- 
land Branch of the Sanitary Commisstun, after 
an exi>erienee of more than two years, daring 
which over 45,51)0 garments have been out. 



Half of Front. 
/N 




FLAS.VEL SHIRT. 



Half of SlooTo. 

r. ^A \ 




Half of Collar. 



Half of Back. 

S iff . 





JlnimrtiXfoT enrh Shiri —3 ftkeinn Hnou thread, 
C black 1 k)uo bntUmfl, 7 staya, tape or aile^a. 

DirerJiojut for Makin^.-^The dimcnRioua f?ivcu 
above, arc for daTinel twenty-six inches wide. 

The openin'? in the front should bo fourteen 
inche.s long, and Rbould be faced on the left 
side with sileu^io, two nnd one-half inches wide. 
There should bo two button-holes on this side. 
A flap of silesin, two and one-half inches wide, 
when doubled, should be put on tho ri^ht side 
for tho buttons, aud stitchod under tho left side 
at the bottom of tho opening. Tbo collar should 



cover tho flannel entirely on tho loft side, but 
the silesia fl ip should project boyond it on the 
right side. There should bo ouo button and 
button-hole in it Tho shoulder seams should 
be strengthened by a crosswise binding of sile- 
sio, and stays should be put on at tho flaps and 
at the opening in the sleeve. Tho sloovo should 
be fiveed at the wrist with silesia, three inohM 
wide, and fastened with ono button. Thoopen- 
ing at tho wrist should bo ouo Anger long. The 
flaps should be two flugeni long. 
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lOAXKEL DRAW'ERS. 
C&e Leg of l>r»werm. 




Half of W&lstband. 



SACfT /r r/io//r 




Rtfpurtil for tarh. pair of l>raitrrs. 

1 tape atay, one inch long, (for opening in 
back.) 

3 knota linen thread. 

3 black bone buttons. 

Narrow tape, for back of waintband (18 inches 
long. ) 

Dirtetiemst for Mak ing . — If the flannel to bo 
used is less than thirty itiolKS wide, put the 
point at the back close to the edge of the fbin- 
nel and piece the fronts, as shown by the dot- 
ted lines above. 

The opening below tho wai.slbnnd in the back 
should l>e four inches long. The opening in 
front should bo seven inches long and faced 
with flamiel or silcsin, two inches wide. Two 
butbms shonld bo put on tho waistband in 
front, and one on tho opening There 

should be four eyelet holes on each side of tho 
waistband behind. W'aiKtbands should Im? lined 
with Silesia. Drawers to be closed to the ankle, 
and finished with h#'in. 

To cot a piece of flannel economically, draw- 
ers and shiibH should bo rut together. 

Put the bottom of one leg against the bottom 
of the other, and two long triangular pieces of 
flitnnel will be lefl on each side, out of which, 
with the other small pieces, cut the o<iUarK and 
wrist-fucings for shirt, and waistband for draw- 
ers. In cutting the second pair of drawers, be 
careful that the slanting lino of the top meets 



the slanting line left by tho first i>air, and go on 
as before. - - . 

Begin to cut the shirts at tho other end of tho 
piece of flannel, tearing off two yards for the 
body of each shirt. One sleeve and a half can 
be cut out of tho width of the flannel, and in 
cutting a numl)er of sleeves, ono nmy be inado 
to fadge into the other. 

Pieces of flannel are usually from 45 to o2 or 
53 yar<ls long and 20 inch<*H wiib*. 

Cut by the above pattenis, it will take about 
5} yards for a shirt and pair of drawers. The 
diagrams allow' for scams. 



SURGEON'.S TESTIMONIALS. 



HeAlKiCARTTnR 3d 1>|V A. C., 

UOTftVUAK, AU-, 6, 



Mr Deaii Sir — I have received lately two 
numbers of tho Sanitartf llrptjrter^ the Ifiat 
of the 15th of February, fur which, sup- 
posing that you sent them, accept my 
thanks. I havo often wished tlnif I could 
reeenvo all tho piiblicatitnis of the Sanitary 
Commis.sion, and e.'ipeoially aueh as the 
alx>vc. Tho hist number was espeeiallv 
interesting, ns containiug your report of 
your visit here. As it may be interesting 
to you, I will give you some figures in ro- 
Rpeet to the command since. 1 w ill enclose 
tlio total of my weekly ri*ports siiieo >;^our 
Tisit. Betweon the 20ih and last of 
ruary, 1 insiwcted fbe eami>s of eight 
organizations — seven regiments and tho 
balteric.s — all that wore iu*eessible. I will 
give you tho results as to siekues.s. The 
strength present was 2,556; number of sick 
(unfit for duty, rather,) at date of in‘^pec- 
tion, 87; average number for the preceding 
week, 115 3-7; giving on this average a ratio 
per thousand of mean strength 37.A3 — dif- 
fering but little from the proportion wlieu 
you were here, (3^^ pi*r cent.) 

Wo havo as yet had Reareely any symp- 
toms of Kciir\y. One eaiisi' for this, per- 
haps, is the freiiuent foraging espt dition^ 
in which the men get articles of foM 
not otherwise ea.sily procured. Tlie details 
for duty are largo, and prevent sickness 
from idleness. In my iiinpeetions 1 found 
that 7,003 rations of ‘fresh beef, and 7,078 
rations of soft bread, »>r flour, bad been 
issued during tho preceding week. You 
will iH'rceive by the cojiy enclosed, that in 
the reguhir icu»/ we get very few vegetables. 
Tho ]>otatoes issued have at times been 
damaged. Tho agents of tho Sanitary 
Commission havo i.ssued quite largely. To 
them we are compelled to hj<»U for our 
Rtipplies. I am glad to see my idea con- 
firmed by your njiinion of tho anti-scorbu- 
tic pro]>ertu*s of corn meal. It was at my 
suggestion that it wa.s added to tho articles 
to bo report'd weekly as issued. 1 would 
like to sec tlicmeal of parched corn issued. 
It, I presume, would keep an well as fl(»nr. 
As fresh potatoes cannot be procured in 
any thing like an adequate supply, I w ish 
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very nmcli that your suggestions as to 
“ pohiUH‘S, pickled in vinegar, or put up in 
molasses, as for sea voyages, to bo eaten 
raw,” could be carried out. Onr Po.st Hos- 
pital U now in much bettor condition than 
when vou saw it, Jlrs. IJickordyko and 
Mrs. 1' orter reached hero in the latter part 
of January, and .soon cainsed a veiy doeiiled 
change in the condition of affairs. Mrs. 
Porter is still there. L)r. Bogors, of the 
C9th luiliana, who then ho>l charge, went 
homo with his regiment, (veteran, J early in 
Pebriiury, and it is now under the charge of 
Surgc.iu Early, of the 17th Iowa, an ener- 

f ectic and efficient officer. It now (March 
8th, 18(il,] contains 1.8i8 patients. 

This hivs been ilelayed so long, because 
some d.iys ago Mr. Tour told me that he 
expected you hero in a few day.s. I wins 
told at his office to-day, though, that vour 
coming was uncertain; I therefore semfyon 
this a.s it is. AVe have twelve or tifteeu 
ca.se.s of smidl-pox. A separate hn.spital 
ha.s liecn o.stabli.shed for them. The dis- 
ease does not seem to increase. I com- 
meue. 'il to day to make a second iuspi-ction 
of our troops. If it is satisfactory to yon, 
I will coutiuue at intervals to keeji you in- 
formed of our comlition, &c. Knowing 
how oonstaatly your time is occupied, I 
ciiniiot expect the pleasure of a reply from 
you, though your doiug so would gtvo mo 
great iileasure. 

I am, most respectfully, &c., 

J. S. Puotrr, 

S’mrffftm ZCt\ Me. To.'*., and Swffeon in Ci^itf. 
To Dr. a X. itKKU. 

V. S. Sanitary C'ontMOrum, .Va«Arig<, Tmn. 



U. 8. Gkscikai. Horpitai.. PVtriCfcSOS’B P.VBX, 1 
ilALnuoBS, Aprit nth. f 

Df.ui StB — I received your note some 
days ago; delayed the answer, because I 
wished to take time to rejily at length — to 
au.swer your query a-s I think it should ho 
answered. I hope to do so yet, but am ex- 
ceedingly busy just now. 

In the mean time, accept my grateful 
assurances that, in my opinion, tlie mi.ssion 
of tlie United States Sanitary Commis.-.ion 
is a uolde one; that its members have ever 
done their duty widl; and that very much 
Buffering among the sohliers has bts u alle- 
viated through their iustrumeiitulity, that 
could not, under the circumstauee.s, have 
been reachi d by any means in possession 
of surgeons in the field. 

It is tnie that the (lovernment provides 
liberally, very liberally, for the sick and 
wounded; but the Sanitary Commi.ssion 
has, to my knowledge, provided for them 
when the Goverumeut could not; and it is, 
to say the least, ungrateful on the part of 
officers, as well as men, to refuse to ac- 
knowledge the beuefiLs received. 



God speed the S.initary Commiaaion, 
until you hear from me again. 

Believe me, yours truly, 

(Signed,) 

Tbos. Sim, 

Stirgi'fm V S, Tnlt., t*i cHargt of /’a/Vri»m Park 
ifatpUal, laU Meditoi X/trettor 3rd A. C. 

De. Stxinkji, * 

O^ce Sam. Com., 



U. S. A- Gctck&at. Ho«rrT*L, ) 

C'AXXlKJi STBi^KT. BALTIMOnR, M4., > 

March 2MA, 1H04. ) 

Mr. J. T pASrOAffT, 

Ajent V. S. Sanitary 

Snt— I take this method of e.vpre.s.sing to 
you my pi-rsoiial thanks, for the prompt 
manner in which yon have at all times filled 
all roipiHsts for sanitary clothing and sup- 
plies, which from time to time I have made 
for the benefit and use of the sick niid 
woundevl sohliei-s in this hospital; and I 
tiike this wcasion to reib^rato what I have 
often before declared, that, from nearly 
three yeaisi’ varicsl experience iu hospiUd 
and field, I am fully convinced that clottiing 
and other contributions from the |M-ople to 
the sohliers are, with much mon> facility, 
luiiforiiiity and certainty , distributed among 
the sick soldiers in the field and hospitals, 
through the medium of the Sanitary Com- 
mission, than by any oilier means hereto- 
fore adopted. 

I am, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed,) 

Z. E. 15ia.ss, 

Su'geon V. S. « in charge of Jfoipital. 

Hradquartkiw, HoKriTAL Im* Div. Coorg, ) 

JXarcA I2th. 1HC4. j 

DofTon — I drsire to ex]»ros«, in a more 
tAiiprible inamn r than \yy wouIh. my appre- 
ciation of the Sanitary CommiHsion iuh an 
institution. The amount of good wliich in 
l>cing done in the Army of the Potomac 
daily l>y the (-ommission, cannot ho ovor- 
o.stitnat<‘d. Although I have never bet n 
visited officially by the agent of this corj7', 
since I have been in the charge of this 
hospital, yet I have been able tt> procure 
an abundaiieo of supplies of all kinds fn>m 
the officer at iiraiidy Slatiou, by which 
means I om ii<it only enabled to make|the 
patients iiiidt*r my charge comfortabK\lmt 
to uffi)rtl Uiem a degree of luxury. When 
the historv of this war shall Inve been 
written, .t will be huind that the Hanitary 
Commist-iou ims acted no mean part to- 
w*ards putting down the rebelliou. 

1 am, Doctor, 

Very rt specif nil v yours, 

(Signed.) ■ 

W. W. Potter, 

in CkarjCn 

Dr. WurfLow, 

ImptHor SanUarg Omnunoii. 

Di^iii^cu \jy ^oogle 
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The following eitraet.'? are from a letter 
wTitton by Mr. F. G. St ssious, of ColumbiiB, 
Ohio, who has lately vlsiteil the Army of 
the Potomac, to look into the condition of 
troops from that State, at the request of the 
Governor. Speaking of t®io soldiers, he 
says: 

These regiraont,s have been remarkably 
healthy for the last yetr. Tho 4th ha-s not 
lost a man by disea.se. since a year ago last 
December. The Kth has lost but two by 
disease. This si>eaks well for Ohio sur- 
geons. A more faithful and intelligent chucs 
of men I never saw — enthusiastic and de- 
voted to their profession; I have noticed 
them now in nearly all of our armies, east 
and south, with pride and satisfaction. 
They all express themselves in the highe.st 
terms of the Sanitary Commission, and its 
noble work; and but for its labors, many a 

f loor stddier, nowserving hiscouutry, would 
i.ave been in his grave. Its bminesa with 
this army is immense. Each station i.s 
ehargetl with every article sent them; and 
the agents aro obliged to rei>ort vouchers 
from the siirgc'ous of the regiments receiv- 
ing artieles fur every thing given out, and 
make a weekly report of all their expenses, 

&Q. 

• « * * « 

I examined tho report of tho agents of 
the Sanitary Comminsion at Culpe])per and 
Brandy Station, and found our Ohio regi- 
ments had bei'ii supjilied with all that tho 
surgeons desired, livery reipiisition hail 
been promptly tilleil by the Commission, 
and the surgeons expres.sed themselves 
highly grateful for their generous aid. 

One remarked: “God only knows how 
wo should have suffered at .\utietam, Get- 
tysliurg, and other battle-liclds, without 
tlicir n-ssistance.” He mentioned the nu- 
merous articles supplied by tho Commi.s- 
sion, which tho tiovemment do not fur- 
ni.sh. Each surgeon is obliged to give a 
receipt for each article that they receive, 
and that they will honorably distribute tho 
same to the sick uud wouuded of their re- 
spective reginieiils or ho.spitids. Captain 
Harris, the elficicnt and gentlemanly super- 
inteudeut of theltelief Cor)»s, was formerly 
from Ohio, and takes special pleasure in 
caring for Ohio men; he was for two year.s 
a cajitain in the army. Col. I'oU’ii, former- 
ly commander of Camp Chase, has charge 
of ihc Commission in tieu. Siegers depart- 
ment, at Harper's Ferry. The army ha.s 
licen rcmarkaldy healthy this winter, and 
never stronger, morally or physii'idly. 

HOSPITAL UAEDF.Sa 

These laudable institutions flourish apace, 
and promise to lie of the greatest utility to 
the army. Of that at Chiittanooga, Mr. M. 
C. Uced writes as follows: “ The g.irden of 



one hundred acres and a little more is now 
fenced, uud arrangements made for all tho 
land wo may desire to ii.se adjoining it. It 
is well funiished with tools of all kinds. 
To-morrow I shall send out an lulditional 
harrow just lini.shed, and a |)ortidde black- 
smith's forge for repairs. It remains only 
to secure the erection of barracks for tho 
men, gardeners, store-room for tho seeds 
and tools, and a shelter for the horses, and 
my work for iirovidiug material will ba 
nearly finished. The fencing party will go 
to work at the vineyard to-morrow. We 
intend to make tho garden and the vine- 
yard supply fully the wants of all the sick 
and wouuded accessible from this point, so 
far as vegetables arc concerned, from mid- 
summer until late in the fail; and although 
it requires quite a large exiiendituro for 
seed, it seems to me it is good economy to 
put under cultivation us much of this splen- 
did soil a.r we can enltivatc well.” 

Mr. Thomas AVills, the superinfending 
gardener, writes at a later date, 3Iarch ‘20: 
1 am getting along well. AVe have planted 
some forty-live bushels of pobitoes, twelve 
of unions, seven of peas--some of w Inch are 
tqi — and have in our hot beds, cabbage, 
mustard, lettuce and tomatoes, all glowing 
finely. 1 have twenty-live men and thirty- 
six hoi-aes on the land, w hich is most beau- 
tifully situated, and very rich. AVo have 
also two viiii'yards, one of sixteen acres, tho 
other eontiiiiiitig fourteen thousand eight 
hundred vines. 



C'OUKESI'ONbE.N'CE. 

FE-STIVAI, AT HIXO BISO. 

EtlUor Siin. Com. Iliilleliii : 

1 am glad to see that you receive, and 
publish, communications even from vil- 
lages; and ns the little rills all contribute 
to swell the volume of cur noble Hudson, 
as it pours into the great Atlantic, so do 
the contributions from hamlet and village 
aid in the great woik done by the AVo- 
maii's Central -Association; may we, loyal 
women of Sing Sing, have a little space to 
tell of our festival ? In Febinury last, 
fearfully, and with but little hope of siio- 
ccfs, one of our directresses suggested a 
Festival, and a meeting of the young ladies 
from each of the village chuiches was 
called. The I'nthusiastic manner in which 
they responded to the call bnni.'hed all 
fear — “No such word as fail," they said, 
and valiantly they sallied forth; loyal men, 
fearful men, half-way jiatriots, whole cop- 
perheads, no one was pa-ssed by, anil if 
there was a single man, woman, or child, 
who refused their mite, we don't know, 
and don’t wau’t to know who they are. 
For two days liefore the festiv.d, down 
poured the rain, and ])iiufully through 
laud of the thickest kind plowed the 
horses, and yet thero were young men and 
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tuai<1ens from miles liaok in tho country , 
working iit wet, cold evergreens, that made I 
one shiver to look at. Tho great day I 
arrived — long tables were set, and so the j 
good things came with a perfect riisli. 
lingo turkeys, chickens, liJius longin-s, 
rounds of 1) ‘ef giinnshi’d with t-Miuisde 
llowera in full bloom, and budding japon- 
icas red and white- — “from whoso green 
house did they come ?” Why they are 
made of homeliest male-rials — turnips and 
beets ! ehiel.en pie-s, tarts, gre-at milk pans 
full of elonghiints, erulle-r-, jumbles, ami 
a eleize n dillerent kinels of real home iiiuelo 
cakes, liLseiiits, loav-.-s of home-made bre-ael, 
pine-apples of golelcn butter, oysters, ice- 
cream, jellies, bhnio mange, tea, ceifT.-e, 
fruits — will they never ce-ie-o coming ? 
Every table is groaning umler the weight 
of delicacies. ])i.stracted women, with 
huge, white aprons, rush about, and won- 
der where they will stow the snp]>Iies; 
young girls misclnevou.sly titU-r at their 
pcriilerity, and ft-t-1 eluted at the sttccess of 
their exertions; ellieient young men come 
to tho help <if the matrons, improvising on 
the stage that iH-cui)ies one end of tho 
spacious hall, a store room. Thri-e o'chaik 
comes very early; tho young girhs, ea(-h 
with a while apron tied about the trim 
wui-st, and the dear colors, tho reel, white, 
blue on their loyid bosoms, take their 
stands. At tho head of the room is a small 
table of fancy work, got up in haste, but 
cr.'dilidile to the la.ste and industry of the 
fair lingers. The two largo military 
schools are among tho tirst visitors, and 
liiigcr until discipline obliges their exit ; 
tin-y are staunch patrons ami loyal boys — 
eacii boy averaging three xujiiiers, at l<-ast; 
he is goml for that amount, or more. 
Xe.irly one hundred well-behaved lad.s are 
thi re, and the fea.st and the fun goes on — 
until twelve o’clock the “ cry is still they 
come,’’ provisions and guests, and tho hall 
is crowded to its utmost capacity ; the 
wonder grows how tho children can eat so 
much, and tho maii.igtrs f<-el that a st-pa- 
rat-- donation and vote of thanks should 
be sent by tho physicians of the village, 
all that week, for Ciesesof surfeit .and indi- 
gestion. There will surely be an increased 
Jiruetice for them. Early tho next morn- 
ing. a faithful few appear on the scene of 
action. The evorgreeus are still bi-auliful, 
the canary birds ar ■ singing shrilly, tho 
pictures and banners are all right, tho 
store-house is full. True, all tho bouquets 
are sold, tho fancy table is cleared, but 
there are eataliles enough to warrant an- 
otie-r evening's enb-rtainment. So they 
set Ui work resolutely, and tho debris of 
the feo-sl is cleared away, and by tivo 
o’clock the tables again are tilled, and j 
again tho crowd pour in. An anction aalo i 
com ludas the evening, and the tired man- | 
Bgcrs, too tired to count their gains, gladly 



divide the snrjiliis of meats among tho 
)H)or and needy, fn donations and sale* 
they had taken in SS'iO ! Think of that in 
pro|Mirtion with Chicago, Albany, and Bos- 
ton; they had done well — a little village, 
d-stitnte of the summer vi.sitora, who 
always give so liberally to fairs and festi- 
vals, the roads in a feat till state, too. it wo* 
a great sm-cess, and mo.st thankfully was it 
felt to be such by the managers, who knew 
of an enq ty treasury, and the loro need 
of our war-worn and sick soldier.s. A com- 
mitteo of gentlemen have organized a 
series of I. ctures in aid of tho Sing Sing 
Society, and Mr. Bolden, Dr. Fox, and 
George Wm. Curtis, have delivered lec- 
tures to good, and n])prociafive audiences, 
refusing all compcn.sation for their ■•el vices. 
Dr. Foster, tho loyal aud eloquent Me- 
thodist clergyman, closes tho course next 
week. Mr. Edibir, does not Sing Sing 
dcjtervo o corner in tho lJulleliu ‘t 

O.S.UNNIKO. 

PATRIOTIC USITY-mnV IT IS TO BE 
FUSTEUEU. 

.\11 true friend-s of their cotintry, desire 
to see, at this moment above all, united de- 
votion to her cause — and they rejoice at 
every effort to avert discord. For this 
reason many reiulera were glad to s»-o this 
extract reiieated in yonr editorial column: 

tVo iH-lieve the great laaly of tho Demo- 
crat.s of the North are at heart loyal; tens 
of thousands of them are in the Ih-ld to-day 
—Heaven shield them! — wo are proud to 
name such men, and to be defende-il by them 
in thi.s trial hour. — /Vmocru/, A/-Wf ith. 

It was os just aa it wa.s generous. Thought- 
ful men ju'izeaud applaud such utterance*, 
for they know our couutry needs them now. 
In tho .same spirit and to tho same end, is 
your vindication of the motive.* and aims of 
the friend.s. promoters, and managers of 
tho great Sanitary Fairs. Aud it was this 
that prompted mo to take up my pen this 
mornuig, and that has led mo to ask the 
insertion of thi.s article: 

Let me quote you hero again — 

“ When wo think of tho enine.stne!-s, tho 
Chri.stian benovolenco, tho solf-.sm-rificing 
devotion, with which tho kind-hearted la- 
dh-s of our city engaged in the Sanitary 
Fair; when we think of tho generosity with 
whieh the good and pure-minded, withont 
ilistinction of party or sect, contributed to 
its success; when we recall the emotions of 
pleasure with which the proceeds wero for- 
wardi-d to tho relief of tho prostrate sick 
and wounded soMiers in our hospitals, the 
heart is hlh-d with grntitndn to tho kind 
Author of our existeuco fur having created 
us with benevolent hearts and generous im- 
puls(-s. 

“ Wo regard tho muuiflccnt contributions 
fur tho relief of thu suffering heroes of the 
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os ono of tho m^at praiseworthy 
exhibition^ of tfit* kiinl-h*‘arto liie.^s of thU 
noble people. Of their unspiMvIviibh* bene* 
fit to the HoUiers, no utio will <1oubt. In 
short, we Imve heartl a mo.st intellifTent 
army finr^eon, liiph in ]>o‘iition, remark, 
thut without the ai*l of the S toit.irv Com* 
zni^^sion the siek ami wmimb «l cuuM not bt‘ 
treab*(l with c uminm humanity. ** In fact,** 
said he, “ I doubt whether we Khnuld carry 
on tlie war without it!” 

The Sanitary Commission, ^Ir. Editor, 
has lM»en sinf^ilarly fortunate in e'.ea]>in^^ 
insinuations of siuist<*r de.si^n and *selfi-‘h 
purpose, wliich any unusual t lVorts of Im* 
man zeal are pretty sure b» ilraw from 
those who have no faitli in h»fty motives. 
I have heanl them, in whisj>ers, here and 
there, fhit t)»o first and only formal em- 
bodiment of them W’hieh has met my eyes, 
is in the malignant extraet which <lrew 
forth your remarks— start«‘d in some New 
Hampshire p.aper. ]May I ask you to re- 
print it here, as a sjM*cimen “to Siuid to 
the Fair,*’ and to elueidate my arf'imioiit. 

“By tl»e way, we notice that these great 
Bo-calied S miUry Fairs, i>urp.)rting to bo 
for the ]>urposo of proeuring aid and com- 
fort ft»r the sick and woundrd soldiers, arc 
having an extensive run tlinmgh the eouu- 
try. The alleged object m \y be a good on.*, 
but in looking over the names of the mana- 
gers in every instance, wo are led to believe 
that the wdiolo tiling is a political trick, 
very much like the Kansas Ai»l Societies of 
ISoo-.ofi, to raise funds for the AlmlitionisLs 
to curry the Fresidential cli’ction. Tlieso 
mamigciN are lejuling Admimslration men, 
W'ith a liberal sprinkling of those ptditieal 
noud»‘script.s ealled, for the want of a bet- 
ter name, ‘ War D.-moetaN.’ '* 

The author of tliis ungciierou.s cabminy 
has doubtless long ago been answeri‘d by 
New liamp'>liire women. For they h.vve 
been among tlio binunost in personal iuU*r- 
cst and work, niel furnishing HUi>pIiest<) the 
distributing hand of the S.initary Cominis- 
fiion. 

I remember well the comfort that was 
given at one of the (*omnii.ssion'.s depots, 
during the ruin and mud. on the dark and 
memoralile niglP of re crossing t!ie K ippa- 
haunock Co iu:*cUorville, as I dealt 

' out a b ):c of New II impshire su|>|)hes, and 
read aloud the greetings from those who 
Bont them, wdiicli I fuun lenelos *d in .some of 
the New II imudiir.' ** f jctiugs.’’ Au I tlicy 
wer-* N ‘w York .soldim’s wh > re N*iv *d them, 
ns it hi ) as I I wai a X *w Yorker, 

dealing ta eu out. I felt towards New 
Hampsliire th.m, ai a pirt of our common 
country, os nothing tdsc could Iiave made 
me fei'l. And I “ took to” the Smitary 
Commission, as luing ('•ver and above ila 
immediaU'! utility as a healer U> the l»cjdie.s 
of tho soldiers,) a great institution for a 
moral end; for fustcriug a national Hpirit. 



X<\ agency lias been so promotivo of a pure 
patriotic spirit in (liis war; of a natiomU 
pitriotisra; of loyal sympathy witli Govern- 
ment. irresp3ctive of political aniiiities; and 
of enthusiastic interest in o-ir arrnioH, as 
conten ling for the nation’.s life. It accepted 
war. an I anu> *i lu t’l • tl ' il as a fact. It 
to »k up tlie Having of lift* and he.ilth in tho 
armies of tlio nation as a d itv. It rejoiced 
in being the ministering servant of tho 
hom'^s of our s *l li 'rs, in envying to them 
t!u* solaee.s of Ito no. 

It esc’iewed all diirerMiCM an 1 questions 
of opinion in politics and religion, and sup- 
press“d their m inifestations. to the utmost 
of its jiowcr, as I know, in its counsels and 
among its agents. 

l)-*mocrat'<, 11‘puhlicans, Haliculs — yes, 
.au.l Cf»pperlio:id'i. Uomau Catholics and 
Pi’eshyt<*rians; Unitarians, Mel!iodist«, 
Kpise^pulians, Baptists— men and women 
of all varieties of creed and opinion, luive 
iii'^t, and eon.sult‘*d. and labored, and 
given bigtdlier, and hence learned to res- 
pect and edeem each other, and to 
dra;v nearer to each other; lowering tho 
fence of separation, and mollifiiiig tlio 
harshnesses of antagonism, rui this hnmd 
jdatform of national ]>atriotiNni und hu- 
mane syinpatliy. And very miiiiy of them 
have Icariietl to prize the privilege as 
proviilential, and ufi a conijicnsatiou to bo 
made much of, amid all the alienation, and 
grief, and havoc, ivhich war iuevitibly 
bring! ah>ug vvi'h it 

Y ) i will not won ! 'r, then, tint the wri- 
ter slionld synijuthize in your end’Mivor to 
reo *l itisiii‘1 ition < of un>v irtliy aim. from 
this great a:»-mcv for prom )ting and foster- 
ing iiatriolic unitv. Yours, 

J. V. 

— Roch^ater Ihuxocrnt. 



NOTES OX NU USING. 

TAKINO WHID. 

Every careful ohsen'cr of tho Kick will agree 
in this, that thoiisauds of pUionts are luiuniilly 
Btarvcfl ill the midst of ph'nty, from waut of 
attention to .the ways which alone make it po.s- 
Hihlo for them to t.ike to<»ii This wjuit of at- 
t-'iitiou is as reuiarkuhle in those who urg«* upon 
the sick to do what is ({uite impossible to 
us ill the sick themscUvs, who will not mako the 
etVnt Uj d.> wh.ii. is perfectly possiluo U> them. 

Fur instance, to the largo majority of very 
w_‘ ik jntionts it is quit** iuip«>ssiblc to Uiko any 
Koli«l food before 11 a. M, nor tlnui, if their 
Kt.-fiigth i« Ktill fnithcr eshanslod by fasting till 
th.it hour. For weak patients luvo geiiendly 
foverish nights and, in the inorniiig, dry months; 
un.l, if tlu'V eonld eat with those ilry inouthR, 

I it would be tlie wi»r»e for them. A H|K)onfnl of 
b«‘t*f-lc!i, of arrowroot and wine, of egg tlip, 
every hour, will give them the requisite nourish- 
ment, and prevent them from bt*iiig too much 
exhausted to tiko at a later hour the solid food, 
which is nu^fSHury for their recovery. And 
every patient who can swallow at all c;m swallow 
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these liquid thiiiKS, if lie chooses. Hut how 
often do wo hour n miiltou-chop, tin cpcf. a bit 
of hiicon, ordered to a for bvcfikliiKt. to 

whom (us i\ monienl’s c«»U'iderution would show 
us) it must be quite imin»s>ible to uuvsticatc such 
things at that hour. 

ARain. n nurse is ordered to gire a patient 
a lea-cup ftdl of some artieln of food every 
three hoiirs. The patient’s btomach rejects it 
If so, try a table-spoon full every hour; if thjH 
will not do, a tea spoon fall every quarter of an 
hour. 

I am bound to say, th.-it I think more patients 
are lost, by want of rare and ingeimity in these 
momentouH minutiir. in private nursiiiR than in 
public hospitals. .\nd I think there is more of 
the eiUt'tilc /'(ntUdlt to u.s'^ist one another’s hands 
between the doctor and his head nurse in the 
latter insiitiitirms, than between the d‘u*tor and 
the patient's friends in the private house. 

If we did but know the consequences which 
may ensue, in very weak patients, from ten 
minutes' fjistiiip: or repletion, { I call it repletion 
when they are obliged to b‘t t<>o simill an inter- 
v.il e'apso bt tween taking food and some other 
6:crtion. ovnng to the nurse’s unpunclnnlity,) 
we sh'uild bo more careful never to let this oc- 
cur. In very weak paticuts there is often a 
nervous didiciiUy of swallowing, which is so 
much increase*! by any other cull ujwin their 
strengtli that, unless they have their food 
punctually at the minute, which minute again 
must he urmnged so as to fall in with no other 
minute's occupation, they can take nothing (ill 
the next ro-pito occurs-- so that an unpnnc- 
tuality or delay of ten minutes, may veiy well 
turn out to be one of two or three hours. And 
why is it iiot a.s easy to be punctual to a minute ? 
Life often literally hangs upon these minutes. 

Ill acute cases, where life or death is to be 
determined in a few hours, these matters are 
very g* nerally nltemled to. especially in Hos- 
pitals; and the number of cases is large where 
the pHtient is. a.s it were, brought back to life 
by exccecliiiff care on th<i part of the Doctor or 
Nurse, or hoth. in ordering and giving nouri>h- 
ment with minute gelcclion umt pnnetuiditv. 

But in chronic cases, lasting over months 
and years, where the fatal is-mu- is edten d* t<-r- 
mined at l.ast by mere protracted starvation, 1 ha*l 
rather iu»l eimmcrat« the iiistan<‘<s whieli I 
have known where a little in ’eiiuity, and a 
gr<mt deal of perscvenuice, miidil, m all prob- 
ability, li.ive iiviMt«*d the result 'Ih« eonsult- 
ing tho hours, when the p.ttieut can take ftioil; 
the observation of the times, often varying, 
when he inmost faint; tbo altering seaHims 
taking fiod. in order to anticipate and prevent 
such tiim s all thi^. which lequin-s observa- 
tion. ingenuity, and i>erscveruuce, (and these 
really constitute the good nurse,) might save 
more liv«‘s tluii we wot of. 

To have iho patient's untasted f'od by his 
aide, frtuu meal to meal, in hopes tlurt ho will 
oat it in le* iiiU*rval, is simply to prevent him 
from tiking any foo<l at iJl. I have known 
patients litt rally iuca{mcitated from t;ikingonc 
articli* of food after another, by this piece of ig- 
norunco. Ix-t the f«»od conio at tho right lime, 
and 1 m taken away, eaten or uneaten, at tho 
right time; Imt never let a patient have “ some- 
thing always standing” by him, if you don't 
wish to disgust him of everything. 



On the other ban«l, I have known a patient’s 
life saved (ho was sinking for want of food) by 
the Himplc que.stion. put to him by the dfvetor, 
“But is there no hour when you feel you conb! 
eat V” “ Oh, yos,” he said, “ I could alwavs take 
samothing at — o’clock and — o’clock.” The 
thing W.18 tried and succeeded. Patients very 
seldom, however, can U ll this; it is for yon to 
wab'h and find it out 

A patient should, if possible, not sec or smell 
eithi-r the food of others, or a gnaiter amount of 
food than he himself can consunie at one time, 
or even hear foinl tdkod about, or see it in the 
raw state. I know of no exception to the above 
rule, 'bhe breaking of it always induces a great- 
er or less incapacity of taking food. 

In liospitd wards it is of course impossible 
to observe all this; and in single wards, where a 
patient must be continnonslv and closely watch- 
ed, it is frc*picntly iinpOKsible to relievo tho at- 
tendant, Ko that his or her own meals ran bo 
taken nut of tho ward. But it is not the le.ss tmo 
that, in such ca.ses, even where the patient is not 
hiniHelf aware of it, his jiossibility of taking foo*i 
is limited by seeing the attendant eating meals 
under his observation. In some cu.ses the sick 
are aware of it, and complain. A case where 
tho patient was supposed to he insensible, but 
complained as soon as able to speak, is now 
present to my recolKction. 

Hemember. however, that the extreme pnne- 
hiality in well-onlered hospitals, the rule that 
nothing Khali be done in the ward while the pa- 
tients are having their meals, go far to counter- 
balance what unavoi<lab!c evil there is in hav- 
ing ])aticnt« together. I have rdten seen tho 
private nurse go on dusting or fidgeting about 
in a sick room, all the while the ]>atieut is rat- 
ing, or try ing to cat 

That the more alone an invalid can be when 
taking food, the better, is unqiu.stic-nahic; and. 
even if he mn.sl be fed, the nurse should not al- 
low him to talk, or talk to him, especially about 
food, while eating. 

When a person is corop<*lled,hy the pressure 
of fK'cupation, to continue his busino.ss while 
sick.jt ought to be n rule,wiTnot*T anx rxeKmoN 
tvHATi.vtu, that no one shall bring business to 
him or talk to him while he is taking fcod, nor 
go on talking to him on interesting subjects up 
to the last moment before his meals, nor make 
an engagement with him immediately atU-r, s»i 
that there be any hurry of mind while taking 
them. 

UiK.‘n the observance of these ndrs, e«jx*c- 
ially the liist, often dcpen*ls (ho patient’s capa- 
bility of taking foml at all, or, it he is amiable, 
au<l forces himself to take food, of deriving any 
nourishment from it. 

A nurse sboiiid never jmt before a patient 
milk that is sour, meat or soup that is turned, 

I an •egg that i.s bad, or vegelables umlenlone. 

! Yet often I have seen these things brought in 
to th<* sick in a state perfectl>'*percei>tii>le to 
cveiy* nose or eye exc< pi the um^e’s. jt is hero 
the clever nurse apis ars; she will not bring in 
the pccennt article, Imt, not to disappoint tho 
patient, hhe will whip up something else in a few 
minutes. Kemomlau' that sick cot*keiy’ should 
half do tho work of your poor patient’s weak 
digestion. But if yon further impair it with 
your bad articles, I know not what is to become 
of him or of it. 
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If the mirKe is an intellit^eni beinq:, nn<I not 
a niPTC rarrier of diets to and from the ))atient> 
let her exoiciso her intellij^enco in tlie-se thin<^< 
Ilowiifi*!! wo h-ive known u patient cut noth- 
inj; at all in the »ivy, br»ca;iHo one meal was l<*ft 
unUisted, (At that time he woh incu|>ahlc of ent> 
ins, ) At another the milk was sour, tho third 
wjiH Kp<ule»l by aouie other neeident. And it 
never oernrred to the nurse to extemporixe 
some expedient— it never oocnmnl to her that ;is 
he hud had no aolid food that day he misht 
eat a bit of toast (kay) with his lea in the even- 
inSi or he inisht have some ineid an hour ear- 
lier. A f)utieut who cannot touch his <linner 
at two, will often acc. pt it gladly, if brought to 
him at R<'ven. Hut somehow nars.-« never 
•• think of thes*? thiu;pi.'* One would imagine 
they did not eoiisitler themselves bound to exor- 
cise their judgment; they leave it to the p;ittcnt. 
Now I urn quite sure that it is better for a pa- 
tient rather U> sufler those nogleets than to try 
to touch liis nurse to nurse him, if she does not 
know how. It rufiles him, and if ho is ill be is 
in no condition to teaeh, especially upon him- 
sedf. The above remarks apply uinch more to 
private nursing than to hospitals. 

I Would say to the nurse, have a rule of 
thought about your ixitient's diet; consiiler, re- 
member how much no hits hud, and how much 
be ought to have to-duy. Gonorally, the only 
rule of tho private patient's diet is w'hat the 
nurse hus to give. It is true she cannot give 
him what she bus not got, but his stomach does 
not Wiiit for her convenience, or even her ne- 
cessity. Why. because tho nurse has not got 
some food lo-dar which tho patient taken, can 
the patient wait four hours for food to-duy. who 
could not wait two hours yesterday? Yet this 
is the only logic one generally hears. On tho 
other baud, the other logic, viz., of the nurse 
^ving a patient a thing because she has got it, 
IS eqmdiy labd. If she hu»ppens to have fresh 
jelly, or fre.sh fruit, she will fre<iucntly give it 
to the patient half an hour after his dinner, or 
at his dinner, wlieii he cannot ptissibly eat that 
and the broth too— or worse still, leave it by hi.s 
bedside till he is so sickened with the sight of 
it, that he cannot eat it at all. If it is used to 
h:iviug its stimulus at one hour to-day, and to- 
morrow it docs not have it, because she has 
failed in getting it, he will 8uff»‘r. She must l)C 
always exercising her ingenuity to supply de- 
fects, and to remedy accidents which will hap- 
pen among the be.st contrivers, but from which 
tho patient docs not KiifTer tho leas, because 
“ they cannot bo belpecf 

One very minute caution, — take care not to 
fpill inU> yonr putieut’s saucer, in other words 
take care that tho out-side bottom rim of his 
cup shuU be quite drj' and clean; if.cvery time 
ho lifts his cup to his lips, ho hus to carry tho 
saucer with it, or else to drop the li<piid upon, 
an<l to soil his sheet or his bed-gown, or i)illow, 
or if ho is sitting up. his dross, you have no 
idea what a dilVereace this minute want of care 
on your part makes to his comfort and even to 
his* willingness fur food . — Miss XifjhliwjaU. 



n' Wo Khali pnbliKh in our noxt a number of protrsta 
from Hnrg.'onK of tbo Arm; of the rotoinat' a»;ainKt tbo 
•tateim-ut of a (*orrcKpou<b*nt of tbo /Cvftuug /'ott of April 
Int, that iMtrtain (tenends di-tiy that the CommiaBioo has 
rendered any uupurUnt •orrice in tbU aimy. 
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THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 

Was constituted by the Secretary of War iu 
June, IHHI, in accoidance with the recoimueTi- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Army, nml its appointment and plan of organic 
cation were approved by the l*re^i^leut of the 
DnibHl StatCH. lU present organi/ntion is as 
followH: 

H. W. Bellow.-*. n.T).. Kew York. 

A. I). Biichc, LI>. D., Washington, D. C. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George 'F. Strong, Es<p, New York. 

Elisha Harris, M, i>., N«w Y*»rk. 

W. It. Van Bnien, M.D.» New York. 

A. E. Shinu*, U. S. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Oc n'l U. S. A. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., >#e\v York. 

S. (J. Howe. Boswm, Mass. 

C. K. .\gm-w, M I)., New’ York. 

J. S. Newberry, .\I. D., Clevi;land, Ohio, 
lit Uuv. T. M. Clarke, Provitlence, II. 1 . 
Hou. It. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

H<»d. Mark Skinner, Chicago, 111 . 

Hon. .fi>K«-ph Holt, Washington, D. C. 

Horace Biiiney, Jr., Pbiluch Iphia, Penn. 

Hev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huutingtim U'olcott, Boston, Maas. 

Prof. Fairmou Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. StilU. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, UL 



OFneens: 

H. W. Rollows, D.D., Proflident. 

A. B. llrtche, Vico-Premdent, 

Ocsirgc! T. Sirojig, TrctHim'r. 

J. Fi».>»(er Jenkins, M.B., Oem-ral Secretary. 
J. S. N* w'horry, M.D., Associate Hecrctary. 
J. II. B<imcUs. M.U., As«*K!iat« Secretary'. 
F. S. Knapp, AserH-inle Secretary. 

HTAMUNO COM3I1TTCE. 
n»-nry W. Ihllowa, D.D. 

(h*«»nfo T. Strong. 

WilH im H. Van Ihircn, M.D. 

Wolcott GiM»s. M.D. 

C. it. Agiicw, U.I). 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The t^niUry CmmniMilon has made ■rranpementa 
for etit<id>iitK iruormation (rratiiitoiiMly. wnh record to 
patiniU 111 eU Uiu UUted State* General UoaidUla. 

For Ififormation relative to patiente in the lIufipitalN in | 
New York, N«*w Jewy, tJie Srw Ln^laad SUti a, Iji-U | 
em VirKiiiJa, Marylaml. Dintrirt of Columbia, North 
CaruUitu, 8<^>uth Carulma. Flonda and I>oui*iana. addrcM 
** Olhce of isaniUry CouimMeiun, Waaliington, D. C.‘* 

For the H<mplUls In Pennsylvania, addreaa “Ofllee of 
Banitar>‘ t'omuiia*lou. No. 1,307 CheftUiut Street, PUila* 
delpinu.** 

F<»r the Hoepltals In Weatem VlT^lnla. Ohio, Indiana, 
miuoiH. MiHaotiri. It>wa, Keaturky, TeimeNH-e, Minaia- 
alp|>l. and A^kan^a«, addrea* **UlUco Sanitary Cum* 
BUaauili, X»ul:oii!e, Ky.’* 

In all raaea the name, rank, company, and re(rlmrnt of 
the persiMi Inquired for aboulil bo Kivi-n, and where he 
waa will ti 1a*>t h'-ard from. If the appliratlon la by letter, 
the answer wiU b<> aeut by return uf mail ; if In p*;raon. 

It will b<- auBWered at ouco ; or If by telegraph, an 
aniiwi r will l>o ixturuod tnimediati ly at the inquirer'* 
ax|H-nM-. 

4a“SulvUer*' Aid SofletlMi, elenrymen, edltora, and 
Otbera. ran Bcarcely aer^-e the cauoe of humanity more 
effectually Uian by fnsiuuutly and V.dely dtaaeminatlng 
a k nowledge of the ahore, among tbuoe who have Meoda 
In the army. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

Tlic Sanitary C*»nimi»»inn, under a|K*<:iftl author- 
ity of the President of tho Unitwl .States, niAintaina 
an extciieivo syeti in of agcnriiw for aoounug tlia 
aafa v4>nvcyaii(‘c to. »iid (ht-tributinn of, goeHls put 
in its cliurgo for the sick and womuh-il at {siinta 
wht-ro thov are iu**hI aanti-d. It ojM-ratcH with 
(spial rare 'and g»-iH*rnhity at all ]w»intH— at Nt-wOr- 
IcaiU! and at WacihitiKtoii, iK-toro Charleston and at 
Chattanooga its di.-«!rihuli-)iiH Iteiog govrnu-d by a 
c#impari}»*»n of the wants of the pnlh iitn in all cata-a. 
The folhariiig a h.-»r of d' i*ole. t<* wjisch nnxiiiary 
WK’iotioH, and all (’.ik{h)jhm 1 to :ii.l tbe and 
wounded, wilhont r' fvn nro or lo< i lttieo, 

but aimjily lo their nl.-tivi* n««-i*/. tv 1..r *«aisU 
ance, ar** luvilcd to aeml th< tr oiV« nn^..4; 

8anilHr}’Conimis-*iou, Branch l>«-|-*»t. No, IS Waal 
Street, Boatoii, Mhah. 

Sanitary CoTmnis>*ion, Br.irth No. 10 3d 

Avenue, Now York. 

Sanitary CoiuiniHsiori, Br.u.th l>ei>ot. No. 1,307 
Chr-atmil Stnn-t, PliiUih Iphia. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch De|)ot, No. 46 
South Shani Htreot, Ualtimore. Md. 

Sanitary roromih.-*ioii, Brancii Depot, comer Vine 
and Sixth Streeta, Ciiuiiinati, O. 

Sanitary Comims-^ion, Branch DciKit, No. 93 
Bank Street, Cleveland, O. 

Saml.-iiy braneh Bejiot, No. 60 5Iad- 

isMui Street, C’hica;jo, IlL 

Saiiit.MT ('.omhiiswion, Bratich l)*‘p*»t, No. 2 Ad- 
ani’e Blot-k, Boffulo, New Yi>rk. 

SaniUr>‘ CrmuniHsioii, Branch Dciiot, No. 59 4lh 
Htmct, ritfsluirg, IVnu. 

Sanitary (!omtnu«sion. Branch Dejiot, No. S'J lear- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Comuiiaaion, Branch Deimt, Columbtia, 
Ohio. 

Saiiitiiry Comraiaaion, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Lfiuisville, Kr. 

The rommiisMion rocoivea no fweuniarT aid what- 
ever from the Goveniment, ami ia wholly iIe|H.-iid« 
ent on tho volnntar)’ contributiona of the "pubJu- for 
the means of suslamiiig ita o|»eratio!!s. Ooiitnbii- 
tioiis to tiu) Treasury are soliciu-d, and may 1>6 
trauaniitted to George T. 8tr*mg, Esii., Treaeurer, 
68 Wail Street, N. Y. 



RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

Oenend SuperinteDdcxit, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Waahlng* 
ton. n. C. tdnvf As«>liitaut, J. B. Abbott 
8oldi«>rs’ Home, near BalUmure Railroad Depot, Waib- 
lng!<m. It O. 

Solilicr ’a loslge, 76 Kingnton Street, Ik^ston. 

Lodue No. 4, H Sirw-t bctw«*«D i;iib amt l4ih Slreetf, 
lynlga No. S, Mar)*l&ml Aveuue. near Itailroad StaiioD. 
Nurbes' Home. Wa«hmgton, D. 0. 

SoUliem' Home, Tliirtl Street east of Broailw«y, Cli.'* 
ctniisti. Ohio— t'ol. (t. W. I>. Andres*. Siip't 
Sol(t« m' Hniue, Cairo, IIL — C. N. Shipman. Sup't and 
Belief Avejit 

Si'ddierB* Home. LonlBVille. Ky. — June* Malona, gup’t 
Jamf A Morton, S)K-oal Relief Agent 
A^litierB* Hume, NauhvUJe, Teuit— L. Crane, Hup’t and 
lU-Iief AKctit 

Soldier*’ Home, Columhn*, Ohio , Snp’t 

Soldierti* Home, Cleveland, Ohio— (dark Warren, flnp't 
and Relief Agt'nt 

Soldier*' I.otJ.'te. near landing. MeinphlB, Term. — C. W. 
Clinaty, Siip’t and Relief Agent 
SoldierB* I^alge, Vickuburg, Mian.— T. Way, Bup't 

AOKSOT roH pnKtuoK**. 

William F. Baacom. Penatou Agent WMhiiigtou, D. 0 
Bor.riTAl. CXJtf. 

Between Washington and New York— SoL Andrewa, 
M. D.. Hurgeon In rhante. 

Ihdwi-en New York and Bouton, via Sj>rlngfleld. 
Between Loui»ville and Murfrecaburu'— Dr. J. F. Bu^ 
nnm. Surgeon In charge. 

OAMiTaST tnaim. 

Onmbarlaad Blvar- Nav Dozilelih. 
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offich: of TUI': 

(Sjolumbiatt (^patiuc) ^asarau^ 
COMPANY, 

CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 

CASH CAPITAL, • S1,0G0,000. 



From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 

Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 1S04 $S.I40,930 80 

Total Amount of rreiniums 3.2;'>2,2.o6 76 

E.\cess of Earned Premiums over Losses, Ac 33 

Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Continfreneies .... .. 441,206 49 

Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holdinfr certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 

or not 209,014 80 

Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums 1 .6 per cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders ... 20 per cent. 



LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Bis's on which the Preminin is paid in Die Currency. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the lime of application for insurance) of receiving in lien of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETUllXS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned (inring the venr, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FOR.M OF POLICY, as follows: 

1st. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 
prn CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE KLsks ujwn FREIGHT, a retuni of TWENTY per cext. 

3d. U].on TI.ME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TT.ME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 

Such privilege, however, being confined to [(ersons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, thall amount to the sum of 
oue hundred dollars. 

DIRECTORS. 



# 



FT'WARn ROWR. 

I1ANU.L W. I.ORD, 
GMiKiiE MILS. 
jOilV aTKJS'SOV. 

TIUK A C. l O HRANE, 
\VM. II HAl-*<KV, 

TJI R.UtlMN, 
kOLAS’nu. 



M F. m:mcK, 

WM B. 

JOHN ARMSIRO.VO, 
B C. MoRRW. 
ANIHTF.IV J RK'H, 
DANT. W. TKI.UIK, 
JOHN h. BATI-yi. JR.. 
IIK'KOX, 

ROilKItT BO'^’SK. 
I.AVVKFSTF .VYI.IW. 
a. N. UAJtRICK, 



Ai nEUT 0. u:e. 

I*. WisHON, 
O I.. MMS, 



THOS. LORD, Vice President- 



n.wm j. txv, 

J«.»SKi n >I0BR1,-54>N, 
wy H. i*ornAM, 

B C VoKias.jR. 

V7.H\ NYK. 

HKNKY J. CAMJIANS, 

THOMAS U»B'>. 

ROUKRT 53. HOLT, 

J B OLim.N. 

B. C. MORRIS, President- 



WM. M. WHITNE7 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 
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PARTICIPATION 

FIRE INSURANCE. 



NORTH AMERICAN 

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 

Of the City of New York, 

OFFICE, No. 114 BROADWAY. 

INCOKPOn^TED 1823. 



CASH CAPITAL, $500,000 00 

ASSETS, - - - - - - 604,535 59 

iVO FOR LOSSKS. 



ibstract of the EIGllTT-THIRD Semi-.tnnaal Statement, shoniiiK the Con< 
dition of the Company on the 3ht day of December, 1863. 



ASSETS: 

Loans on Bond and Mortgage, being first lieu on Real Estate, worth over 

Fifty per cent, above the unioimt loaned $157,300 00 

Stock.s, llomls, and other Securities owned by tlic Company, market value. . 364,385 00 

Cash iu Bank and Offiec 6,003 11 

Loams oil demand with collateral 46,000 00 

Prcmium.s due and outstanding 5,384 00 

Cash in Agents’ hands in course of tran.smLssion, (hitsiness of December 

since received,) 10,220 39 

Interest accrued on Securities 13,788 83 

Other Property of Company 793 75 



Losses unpaid, none. 



$604,535 59 



Insures Property agaimst Lo.ss by Fire at usual rates, at tlie Office of the Company, or 
through their .\ gents in the principal Cities ami Villages of the United States; adjusting 
and paying Cluim.s witli the lilieraiity and pruinptnc.s.s that lias characterized tlieir busi- 
ness during tlie past F»rty-(,nt Ytnrs. 

Tlic Customers receive Throe-Fourths of tlie Net Profits of the business cacli year, 
without incurring any liability wiiatever. 



R. W. BLEECKER, Seo’y. 



JAMES W. OTIS, Pres’t. 



R. F. MASON, Superintendent of Agencioe. 
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TWO PRIZE MEDALS 




(FROM JURIES 3 AND 4) 

AT Tils 



INTERT^SATIONAL EXHIBITION, 

3L.03C^X>0XV^ 

Being Sole Awards gained by anytliiug of the kind. It also received Superlative Report of 

“EXCEKl.'lAG liXCELLK?«T FOll FOOD.” 



MAIZENA, 

At the GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION at IIAlMItURG, July, 1863, received 
the highest Prize Mi d d fur its great delieucy us uu urtielu of food. 

MAIZENA, 

At the FAIR of the NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, at UUca, N. T.. 
September, Ibtid, received both UirLOUA and Meuau 

MAIZENA, 

AT TUB 

l’i*ii!i>ylvniilu Sltite Fair at Xoriistown, 

Oct. 3, 1863 , took Gonu Meoau. 

“ MAIZENA” has also taken the lirst preniiiiiu at the .Ambiiican Institute, New York 
City; New . I r.nsEV State Faiii at Trenton, and ut other phu-e.s — in every instance where 
it lias been exhibited. 

“ MAIZENA” has never failed to receive the liighcft award when placed in competi- 
tion with Com Starch and all articles of like character, after u thurongh Nlieroscupical 
and Analytical Examination of disinterested judges. It tiierefore stands eoiniueuded to 
the public us the bi st lulicle of its kind in the world without any eomiuents of the niauu- 
facturer. 

MAIZENA, 

For Puddings. Cakes, Custanls, Blanc Miuige, Ac., without isinglass, with few or no eggs, 
at a cost astonishing the most economieaU It is also excellent for thickening sweet sauces, 
gravies for lish and meat, Houps, ,Ve. For lee Cream, nothing can eoiii]iare with it. A 
little boiled in milk will proditee rich cmam for CoiVce, Chocolate, Tea, Ac. 

Put up in one iioiiud packages, under the trade mark “ NIaizcua,” with directions 
for use. 

A most delicious article of food for children and inviUids of all agos. For sale by 
Grocers and Druggists everywhere. 

WHOLESALE DEPOT, 166 FULTON STREET. 

WM. nURYEA. Genera! Asrent* 
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The Sanit.abt Commission BuLumx is puohshed 
on the jirM atwl fiflrenih of etery m^frith, and ns U 
koM a cirrulatian^ graiuiiotis or other, qf abate 14,000 
copies, it offers an untisua^y metiium for 

adtvriisinfj. 

Ail com.mHnieaii(m$ must be a'blressed to Ute £d‘ 
ilor, at the offiee, 823 lirotubcay, atul must be au- 
Ui<Hticated by the names and adiresses of the terUers. 

As the cofdiHuance of ilte publicatitm of the Bul- 
letin is uneeriain, tiepen*liny on fhni qf the frar^ 
aiuJ on the restmrees of the U. A Sanitary Com- 
mission ~4he Standing CommiOee /eeto n certain de- 
gree qf reiactanee to soUcil snhscrqdionsfor iL— <ind 
0terehy to pledge the Commission to Us isstte for a 
dr^dnile jieriofl. 

The Coinmittee unflersiand, Koteerer, /7m? some of 
(heir frien^ls to tfhom U is now setU grahtitousiy, ex- 
prfM a tPish to pay for it, ami they therefore gite 
notice that the sum of tusi drjlUirs, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (0. T. Stedno, 63 (Foi/ .Sfrerf, or No. 
823 Broa<X?C(ii/, Neic York,) rcUl secure Us being sent 
to «(icA coii/rt/iM/or during the remairuler of the cur- 
rent year, unless Us pubUccUion be sooner discon- 
tinued. 

\ou L— No. 14 . 27 



THfc: EFFECVrS OF THE FAIRS ON OUR 
FUNOa 

It will surprise the country, no doubt, 
but it is nevertUeh'Hs strictly true, that 
however great the credit done by the Sani- 
tary Fairs to the cliarity and patriotism of 
the people, they have thus far resulte<l in loss 
rather thau in gain to the Sanitary Com- 
mission. So fur from assuring its future, 
they have placed it iu some periL Instead 
of tilling the treasury to overflowing, as 
many people imagine, they bid fair at this 
moment to be iustrumeutal in bringing our 
funds down, during the coming summer, to 
a lower point thau they have ever reached 
before. 

This is in a great measure due to the ez- 
aggemted estiniute of their returns, which 
the public has formed. The Fairs have been 
attended, aud natorally so, with a great 
deal of enthu-siasm, and have been got up 
and conducted by great exertions on the 
part both of managers and contributors. 
They have been, perhaps, the most remark- 
able exhibitions of beuevolencc ever wit- 
nessed, and have produced a profound im- 
pression on the ])ubUe mind, and tliey have 
brought us in a large sum of money. We 
have received from all of them, so far, 
$429,000; wo expect to receive from the New 
York Fair over Sl,0'l0,000 — in all, about 
$1,400,000. Now this, in addition to what 
wo have been receiving liitherto, would 
have not only placed our existing opera- 
tions on a tirm basis during the coming 
year, but would have enabled us to extend 
tliem considerably, which there is great 
need of our doiug. Our receipts in sup- 
plies last year amounted to $2,000,000; at 
the rate at which they have boen coming ia 
daring the last four months, they will not 
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this .vciir, amount to more tliiin 81,0<i0,000; 
in othi r words, tlii'y have fallen off exactly 
oni -lialf. This leaves the value of our re- 
ceipts, inehuling those derived from the 
Fail's, nominally, what it was in 1M13, but 
in ri'ality much lower. The million dol- 
•lars worth of sujtplies which we received 
last year, we have this year to purehiLse our- 
selves, at prices which are certainly twenty- 
five per cent, higher than they were twelve 
months ago, so that instead of being so 
rich that we do not know what to do with 
our money, we arc suffering from the Fairs 
a dedtiction from our previous income of at 
least $'250,000. 

This is a result we need hardly say, 
which was not foreseen when the Fairs were 
started. If the 2 >ublic now cease to sup- 
j)ort us as before, it would have been vastly 
better for the soldiers that not one of them 
had ever l)cen held. And unle.ss the jreojdc 
resume their contributions of supplies, and 
leave us the iiroceeds of the Fairs as a clear 
addition to our income, we shall have to 
curtail our operations instead of extending 
them. 

There is a good deal of pains taken in 
many quarters by persons who have never 
given the matter five minutes’ examination, 
to Bi)read this misni)l)rehension !is to the 
extent of our resources. It is constantly 
stated in public and i)rivatc, that we have 
more money than we need, and that not 
only ought there be no more contributions 
inadu to us, but a i>ortion of those which 
we have actually received ought to be de- 
voted to the establishment of an asylum for 
invalid soldiei-s. There is nothing that we 
desire more than to be able to provide an 
institution of this kind. The subject has 
been long under cousideratio:i, and we are 
ready to take uji work the nn ment we find 
we have something to spare after meeting 
the necessithas of the battle-field. But wo 
doubt if imybody will o.ssert diat the man 
■who is lying mangled on the Held, or in the 
liosiiital, has no', the first and strongest 
claim on our assi.stance. As long as bat- 
tles ai'O occurring or likely to occur, such 
ns the recent outs in Virginii., lasting twice 
ns long and disabling twice as many men 
as anybody eximcted, and leaving miles of 
country covered with dead and dying, wo 
certainly cannot take upon ourselves, and 



the public will not expect mj to do so, to 
withhold from one sick or wounded man, 
on any pretence whatever, any assistance 
which ho needs and which it is in our i>ower 
to render. Our first duty is to assist in cur- 
ing him of his wound, or his fever; oiirnext, 
to assist in taking care of him afterwards. 
At i>re.sent, wo are only c<jual to the dis- 
charge of one of them; it remains with the 
public to say whether wo arc to dischargfc 
both. 

AVe do not doubt that much of the fall- 
ing off in the contributions of goods, is duo 
to the exlmustiou of household stores and 
the enormous rise in the iiricc of nearly 
every article of general consumi>(ion. To 
the ma.ss of people throughout the country 
it is undoubtedly hariler to give now than 
it was two years ago. All we can say on 
this jioint is, that on increase of sacrifice 
ami jirivntion is the inevitable consequence 
of the jirolongntion of the war. The longer 
it lasts, the more we must all suficr, the 
citizen at home as well as the siddier in the 
field. We shall have every week a greater 
number of wounded and disabled men on our 
hands, whom it is our duty to take care of, 
and it is a duty which we cannot and 
ought not to shirk. It, no doubt, every day 
costa more to do it, but it is none the less 
sacred and inqierative for all that. To this, 
people must make up their minds. We ns 
well as the army in the field, have enlisted 
for the war, lie it long or short. 

W'o arc ghrd to say the indications now 
are that it will bo very short. There is 
every reason to believe that the coming 
summer will jjut an end to all fighting on 
a great scale. If the military oi>eratious 
continue lUi they have begun, it is all but 
certain that we shall see them reduced by 
next November to mere i)oliee' duty 
against guerrillas, leaving the Medical De- 
imrtmeut abundantly able to meet all de- 
mands on it, whether ordinary or extraor- 
dinary. During the intervid between now 
and then, however, the Sanitary Commis- 
sion will need, and earnestly requests from 
the public the s:imo amount and the same 
kiinl of sni)port which it has hitherto re- 
ceived. In other words, the Fairs have 
not rendered the regular collection and 
transmission of clothing, vegetables, stim- 
ulants, delicacies, linen, lint, and, in fact. 
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of every article tliat Kiek or wounded men 
Clin need, one whit less necessary tlian 
ever. 

The General Secretary of the Sanitary 
Commission him addressed the following 
letter to the Boston Journal, in correction 
of some recent statements of that paper; 
giving also an interesting account of the 
general results of the fairs lately held for 
the benefit of the Sanitary Cominis-sion : 

U. a. Sasitart CoMMlMKis, S23 II'WaT, ( 

Njcw VdRK, Ajtnl as, IstiO. f 

Tn the KdUor nf tke Hoslon Journo!: 

In the Journal of the 27th inst. is nn 
article, headed “ The Sanitary and Chris- 
tian Commi.ssious," in which vou remark, 
after a well-deserved commenitation of the 
Christian Commission and its peculiar 
work, that the “ Sanitary Commission has 
now more funds than it can judiciously 
spend, if the war continues a year longer; 
that its storehouses are filled with goods, 
and its treasui-y is overflowing. ” This 
statement is very erroneous, and of a char- 
acter to injure the cause of the United 
States Sanitary Commission. The store- 
houses of the Coinmis-sion are not “ filled 
with goods." The series of fairs has ar- 
rcshid the flow of sanitary stores to such 
an extenC that the receipts at the store- 
houses of the Commission have for some 
mouths past been at least fifty per cent, less 
than for a corresponding period of bSfi.1. 
Previously to flie series of fairs lately held, 
the tSanitury Commission received about 
six dollars’ worth of stores to every dollar 
in money, and could barely meet the urgent 
demands for supplies in the field and hos- 
pitals, by economizing its expenditures, 
and by very large purchases of such articlea 
a-s condensed milk, condensed cofi'ec, stim- 
ulants, anti-scorbutics, bed clothing and 
hospital clothing. 

The Sanitary Commission ha-s not re- 
ceived into its trea.sury all the fumU raised 
by the fairs; more than half has gone into 
the treasuries of branch associations, and 
been expended in the purchase of supjilc- 
mentary ston-s. If the Hanitary Conimis- 
sion had received all the money raised liy 
the various fairs, it still would bo straitened 
in its means by the great falling oil in the 
supply of sui>plementary stores. .rVs the 
flow of 8U])plies into the storehouses has 
fallen off more than fifty per cent., while 
the demands upon the Commission have 
everj-where increased, you can rciulily un- 
derstand that the necessity of purchasing 
out of the funds of the Commi-ssion, at the 
present high prices of everything, not only 
lirevents any thing like an “overflowing" 
treasury, but threatens a rapid exhaustion. 
The Sanitary Commission lias now existed ‘ 



nearly three years, and attained a largo 
measure of the confidence of the public 
and of the national forces. Its operations 
rcimh every column of the army, and meet 
a corresponding dependence on the part of 
the sohliers. If the people are persuaded 
that the Sanitary Commission has grown 
rich, and therefore in need of nothing, in 
less than two months the storehouses of 
the Commis.siou will be emiity and its 
I treasury exhausted, iu the vain attempt to 
eke out the funds rai.sed by the fairs iu the 
imrehase of the supplies of flannel under- 
clothing, dried fniits, blankets, stimulants, 
&c. , \c. 

The ]ieople all over the country must bo 
stimulaU'd to continue their contributions 
of stores, or else the victims of the fearful 
campaigns now pending will fail to receive 
the full mea-surc of succor and comfort that 
they have heretofore received from the 
homes of the land, through the agency of 
the United States Sanitary Commi.ssion. 
Ijct the Christian Commission be sustained 
in its glorious work, but let it not be by 
any diversion of either stores or money for 
such a ptirjsi.se from the channels of the 
United States Sanitary Commission. 

Very res|)cctfully. 

Your obcilicnt servant. 

J. Fostek Jenkins, 

Gen. Ser. of (A< U. S. Sonitary Com’n. 



THE WORK OF THE COMMfSSIOX IN 

pre\t:nting m.sE.csE. 

As the sickly season in the regions occu- 
pied by our armies is again approaching, and 
hirgo numbers of raw troops are going into 
carajt, we deem it well to call attention to the 
preventive department of our work — that 
of “inspection,” which, in the excitement 
caused by the sufferings of those who have 
fallen in action, is apt to bo cvorlocked, 
and yet the gajis m.adc in our ranks by dis- 
ca.so are fitr greater than those caused by 
even bullets or bayonets. 

A largo portion of the national army is in 
a section of country notorious for the pro- 
duction of malaria, nn enemy more insidious 
and more dangerous than all the physical 
forces that the rebels can bring to bear 
against the loyal trooji.s. The records of the 
human race arc filled with instances which 
prove the truth of which wo siicak. The 
rapid and overwhelming disaster to the 
forces of Hennacharib is familiar to readers 
of history, hut it was scarcely more rapid or 
more crushing than the maloiious destruc- 
tion of the French array in 1528, which, 
while prcjiaring to besiege the forts pro- 
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tectiiig Baiw, was almost totally Jestroycil 1 
by disease. Of 28, (XX), bnt 4,000 remained 
alive. Olid they were belplesa. 

In Wellington’s I’eniusulnr Campaigns, 
from January, 1811, to 1814, the battle of 
Albuera, (one of the most d<*sperato and 
blootly of the Peninsidar War,) SaLimnnca, 
Vittoria, the Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive, Or- 
thes, and Toulou.se, were fought, and Bad- 
ajos, Ciudad Itodrigo and San Sebastian 
were stormed, lieaides many skirmishes not 
included in the list of battles, the entire 
I 0 .S.S in battles was 2,5."i0, while that from 
aickni ss was 7,257. 

The average annual loss of the whole 
British Army during the Peninsular War 
was one hundred and sixty-live men out of 
every thousand. Of these, one hundred 
and thirteen died by disease or accident. 

From 1808 to 1812, the average annual 
death-rate of the whole British Army 
“abro;id” was 80 per 1,01X) — 71 by disease, 
and !) by wounds in action. In the war 
with Burmah, the loss by military forces 
was thirty -five per thousand, and from sick- 
ness the loss was four hundred and fifty 
jxir thou-sand. 

In July, Aug. and Sept, 1854, the British 
Army in the Crimea lost at the rate of two 
hundred and ninety-three men out of every 
thousand per annum. Ninety-six per cent, 
of this loss was from disease. During the 
next three months, October, November and 
December, 18.54, their loss w as at the iuinnal 
rate of five hundred and eleven out of every 
thousand — sovon-eighths of which loss was 
by disease. In January, 1855, it was at 
the rate of 1,174 per 1,000 per annum — 97 
per cent, of this loss being due to disease. 
During the first three months of that year 
it was at the annual rate of 912 per 1,(XX) — 
and ninety-eight per cent, of the loss was 
due to disease. | 

While the armies were encamped in the 
valley of Varna, “ in the midst of large shal- 
low lakes, Burrounded by level, spongy 
lands, indented with tittle hollows, dried 
and cracked liy the recession and evapora- 
tion of the winter floods — low brushwood, 
rank in vegetation, bounding uplands, a 
deficiency of potable water, with a high 
temperature, we have all the elements of a 
devo.'-tuting sicknes.s. In the high temi>cr- 
alure of the day, heavy mosses of steam 



I spread thenrselves over the eamps, and at 
night heavy, chilling dews invn<led every 
part of the camp, and carritsl poison to 
every fileeiH-r. The touts were thin and 
iwrincable, the rations execrable, and no 
protecting CTire was exercised.” A medical 
philo.sophcr, with these facts before him, 
knows the result alrcialy. The French and 
Turks suflV-red terribly. Maclcod says th# 
hospitals recalled the horrors of Bimcaccio. 
Hall of the army of Espinas.se, in the Dob- 
riitcha, dis,ipiH‘ar«l as by a whirlwind, and 
the panic among the survivors was beyond 
desciil)tiou. Cholera, intermittent and re- 
mittent fever, typhu-s, ami dysentery took 
possession of the camps — the encampment 
was broken up, and the army fled precipi- 
tately from the scene of the disaster— but 
the enemy retained possession of the men, 
and the horrors of Varna continued to fol- 
low them. The survivors continued for 
years to feel the dreadful visitation of the 
Dobrutcha, and those who seemed to have 
passed unscathed, showed in subsequent 
wounds that the seeds of the jmLsou of the 
camp had been merely latent. Among the 
English, there were in tliree mouths 897 
deaths from cholera, and 75 from dysen- 
tery and diarrhea. Dr. Aitkin says: “My 
estimates lead with still greater force to the 
conc!u.sion, that the amount of sickness at 
Varna was greater than that of the French 
army in Spain, and nearly us great os the 
army of Portugal while engaged in very 
active campaigns, and this, too, though not 
a soldier . on Lord Baglan's army had fired a 
shot ” From October, 1854, to April, 1855, 
the army of 23,775 men, lost 9,248 by sick- 
neas, and G98 by wounds. In the lost six 
months of the Crimean campaign, including 
the final assaults which carried Sobasto{>ol, 
the French had 21,967 men wounded, and 
101,128 cases of sickness. 

Now, the great moss of this sickness was 
avoidable, and should have bceu prevented. 
In the Italian campaigus, Napoleon guarded 
his troops against the disasters connected 
with localities. Ho never encamped his 
armies in the neighborhood of malarial 
sources when be could avoid it, and when 
compelled to make such an encampment, 
he always built fires at night between his 
army and the sources of this poison. llVe 
earnestly wish that wo could engrave in 
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vivid IvtU're upon the memories of those j 
who have the management of tJie American | 
camps the following trutlis of SirlJaltingall. ' 
He siys; “ The cx()crience of all ages has 
proved that the neighborh<H>d of marshes, 
grounds subject to overflow liy large rivers, 
surrounded by foul stagnating water, or 
low places covered with wood, are most in- 
jurious to health, and the noxious effluvia 
arising from these situations are augmented 
in [iroportion to the heat of the climate or 
the season of the year.” 

In all perils of this kind, the camp should 
l>e pitched so that the evening wind will 
blow the marsli air in an opjawite direction 
from the camp. 'When this cannot be done, 
fires should be buruisl all night between 
the sources of the malaria and the camp. 
Mahiria never acts in daytime nor at night 
uiKin a wakeful persfiu in motion. Senti- 
nels may walk in safety where a sleeping 
army mgy be almo.st destroyi-d. Xo garbage 
should be l)ermitted about camps. Let it 
b<! buried or thrown into running water. 

It should not bo burned in camp. 

As the sun climbs the ecliptic, he scatters 
the seeds of sickness northward. Itio .la- 
neiio, T’ernainbueo, Cuba, Tampico, Vera 
Cruz, New Orleans, Vicksburg, and i)iacea 
farther northward bike their turn. The 
cause of pestilence is now incubating in 
the regions held by our armies. They can 
and must be protected from the jx-stileuco 
that walks in darkness only to those who 
wilfully shut their eyes. The men must be 
well fed, for there is a great truth in the 
a]>horism, “ that the first condition of health 
is the good condition of the stomach.” M. 
Worms, iu his work, “ I)e» Muhiilies i/< In 
I’roriiice ils Cmnltiiitine,’' says ; “ Those 
who are well nourished pass through or 
even sojourn with impunity iu tucalitie.s 
where others meet with disease and death. 

In the army, where soldiei-s and officers are 
exposed to the same morbid influences, the 
average deatlis are one in twelve of the 
former to one iu fifty-four of the latter. 
The officers, by the proper nourishment 
and the use of fenuenteil liquors, sustain 
the vibil energy, which has a tendency b) 
fall iubi inertia, and so escape the efl'ects 
of malaria, which makes ravages around 
them. The Commissioners of Inquiry of 
the Hritish Army of Sierra Leone found 



j that the main cause of the fearful mortality 
I from diseases of the digestive organs there, 

I two-fifths of the ca-ses having proved fatal, 
arose from the use of salt rations, and that 
by the sub.stitution of a fresh meat diet, the 
mortality from these diseases wa.s redueed 
to one-bmth of its former amount. Hali- 
duy’s testimony is to the same elVect.” 

Up to M.iy IS, 18(>2, our armies had lo.st 
at the rate of fifty-three per thousand per 
annum, and only forty-four per cent, of 
that loss was by disease and accident. 

The last report of the Secretary of War 
states the nuudier of laitients in General 
Hospital, .Tunc 30, 1HC3, as 0.1 per cent., 
and iu I'ield Hospital 4.4 per cent, of the 
w hole national forces; and that of this ag- 
gregate of 13.5 per cent., 11 were eases of 
sickness, and 2.5 of wounds or other co.su- 
alties. This is a most gratifying statement, 
especially when contrasted with the sick- 
ness rates of foreign armies iu the field, and 
of our own during the Mexican war. 

In estimating the value of these figures, 
it must be remembered that the conditions 
under which our soldiers serve have been 
generally unfavorable. Their field of ope- 
rations includes, us we have said, kirge dis- 
tricts quite os in.salabrious as any part of 
•Spain, I’ortugnl, or the Crimea. There has 
at idl times (and especially during the first 
year of the war) been among them a largo 
pro]Kirtion of half-disi'iplined recruits and 
of inoxjierienctsl officers, while the soldiers 
of Great Britain, iu the I’euiusula and the 
Crimea, were regulars under high discijilino, 
and eommauJeJ by professional officers. 
The Commi.s.sariat and the Medical Depart- 
ment of the British Army were parts of a 
sysb'm long established and matured. In 
May, 1H(!2, ours were newly organizetl, (for 
the purposes of this war,) and not yet in 
perfect working order. Tlio Peninsidar 
and Crimean Armies hud, therefore, ma- 
terial advantages over our own. Yet we 
have lost far fewer men by dise.ase. Even 
on Morris Island, and iu the pestilential 
swamps of the lower Mi.ssissipiii, our loss 
by disease has been smaller than that of any 
army about which we have authentic infor- 
mation. For this great fact — equivalent to 
tho addition of hundnsls of millions to our 
national resource.s — the nation can never be 
sufficiently thankful. No human agency 
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oonlil Imvp insm-fd it. T IioukIi the average 
intelligeuco and culture of our common 
soldier.^ are beyond those of any array 
ever yet jiut into the, field, and though the 
medical staff and the Sanitarj- Commission 
have worked diligently in their resijectivo 
spheres, a bles.-ing so great, exceptional, 
and unhoped for can be attributed to none 
but the Highest caust>. 

And yet the Commission claims credit 
for having contributed in some degree to 
this hajjpy result, by its system of sanitary 
iuspectiou of camps, posts and hosiiitals. 

This was the chief object contemplated 
by the Commission when it wius created by 
Government. As has already been stated, 
our armies were, during the summer of 
ISCl. in serious d.inger of destruction by 
epidemic di.s«*ase. Modern sanitary scienct 
was hardly recognizisl in the ancient regu- 
lations of the medical bureau. Its oflicers 
could not be expected to go beyond the 
strict line of ofiicial duty when that duty 
was more than (piadrupled. The first busi- 
ness of the ('ouimissiou, therefore, was 
to awaken general attention to the sanitary 
interests of the army, and to do what it 
could to improve the sanitary condition of 
cami>s, quarters, hospitals, and men. 

It si'nt out medical inspectors forthwith 
to warn inexiH-rienced olHcers of the peril 
to which filth, bad ventilation and bud food 
exposed their men and themselves. It 
brought to bear uiion Government the iu- 
fiuence of the medical profes-sion through- 
out the country, effected the extension and 
invigoration of the medical bureau, and 
secured the express recognition of the pre- 
vention of disea.se, no less than its cure, 
as among the functions of thc> medical staff. 
Government now emplojs its own sanitary 
insjrectors, anil does a certain portion of 
the preventive work which the Commis.sion 
did during the first year of its existence. 
But the Gommissiou still keeps up an in- 
spectorial corps, auxiliary to that of Gov- 
ernment, for the latter is numerically une- 
qual to its gli nt work, and there arc spe- 
cial causes beside that have thus far inter- 
fered with its efficiency. 

Each insiiector on visiting a camp or 
j)ost puts himself, in the first jilacc, in 
communication with its military authori- 
ties, and asks their co-operation in his 



work. This being secured, he proceeds to 
investigate the condition of the men in 
every particular that boars on their liability 
to disease, ami the sufficiency of the reme- 
dial agencies within their reach. Ho in- 
quires into the ipmlity of their water-sup- 
ply, food, cooking and clothing— the ven- 
tilation and the clc-anliness of their camp 
or quarters — the position of their latrinea 
— the provision for the removal and de- 
struction of refuse and offal— the equip- 
ment of their field or post hospitid — their 
ambulance Bcrvice — tho competency of 
their medical oflicers — tho salubrity or in- 
salubrity of their camp-site or post — tho 
sufficiency of their bedding aiid blankets, 
the charaefer of the diseases that have pre- 
vailed among them, and the precautions 
thus indicated. On these points he advises 
tho medical and military authorities of tho 
corps as a sanitary expert. His inspection 
generally discloses something that can bo 
done to ju'omote the health of the com- 
mand. He finds, for iiistaiiee, that there 
arc tendencies to midarious disease that 
call for quinine as a jirophylactic, or ten- 
dencies to scurvy, that rcipiire supplies of 
frc.sli vegct.-diles, or that there is a deficien- 
cy of stiraftlant-s, bedding, articles of hos- 
pital diet, or disinfecting material. If tho 
want, whatever it is, can be promptly sui>- 
pliod through the regular official channels, 
ho sees that this is done — but if it cannot, 
or if (as is often tho case) something is re- 
quired which Government does not under- 
take to supply, he calls on tho relief de- 
partment of the Commission, which siijr- 
plie.s it according to its ability. If the offi- 
cer who should obtain it be inexperienced 
in reipiisitions and supply tables, the in- 
spector is able to lussist him. If the defect 
njise from corrniitioii or incapacity, he re- 
))ort.s the fact. It sometimes happens that 
the health of a camp is endangered by 
want, not of siqqdies, but of some work 
for which authority cannot at once be ob- 
tained. In this case money is appropriated 
by tho standing coinmiticc, or, in case of 
emergency, by the associate secretary, on 
the inspector's report. The (.'onmiission 
has done much work of this class. It has 
improved the ventilation of hoijiitals, dug 
wells to improve the water-Mi]iply of camps, 
built temporary hospitals and i^uarters, to 
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replace xiuwliolosome and dangerous build- 
ings, fnrniHlied and fitted up hospital trans- 
ports, and converted ordinary railroad cars 
into railroad ambulances, with cooking 
apiiaratus and store-rooms, and litters hung ' 
on springs, in which thousands of men with 
fractured limbs have traveled thousands of 
miles without sufifering or injury. 

The results of every inspection are noted 
on blanks 2 >rovidcd for the purpose, and 
are sevendly reported. Each rei)ort covers 
about two hundred distinct jioint.s affecting 
the siinitary condition and wants of the 
force iu.s]iccted. Jlore than 2,000 of these 
reports have bi'cn accumulated. They are 
digested and tubulated, as received, by a 
com]ietent actuary. It is believed that the 
body of military and medical statistics thus 
collected is among the hirgest and most 
vnlnable in existence. It can hardly fail 
to furnish conclusions of tliu utmost im- 
jKjrtance to sanitary science. 

The ttommission emjiloys other agencies 
also for the prevention of disetuse. It urges 
measures of sanitary reform on the atten- 
tion of Government. It furnished mate- 
rial fur the vneeiuation of thousands of 
men at a time, now hajjpily j)nst, when the 
medical bureau was unable to supply the 
tenth ]>art of what was needed, and i.ssued 
what it had only after a fortnight's dehty. 
It has thus .stayed the ravages of smoU-imx 
in regiments crowded on board transiJorts, 
after that disease had actually begun to 
spread among their men. 

It has done much beside to protect our 
soldiers against this peril. During the first 
year of the war, for instance, all eases of 
“eruptive disea.se” in one of our most im- 
portant military dejiartments were consign- 
ed indiscriminately to a single hosjiital, 
from which men were “ discharged cured ” 
of mumiis or measles, and rejoined their 
regiments to sicken and die of small-pox 
contracted in this “ hospital,” so called, 
and to infect and kill their comrades. It 
W. 1 S through the persevering remonstrance 
and protest of the Commission that this 
murderous abuse was at last corrected. 

The Commiasion has also circulated 
throughout the army, and especially among 
the medical staff, many hundred thousand 
co|)ies of its medical documents. This se- 
ries now numbers eighteen publications. 



each devoted to some siiecial point of jire- 
vention or cure. Some of them are ad- 
dressed to the individual soldier, but the 
great majority are for the use of the medi- 
' cal staff, and relate to the prevention or 
treatment of the diseases to which cami>s 
arc specially exposed, and to sundry o)>era- 
tions of military surgery with which it 
cannot be expecti-d that surgeons recently 
ajipointed from civil life should be gener- 
ally familiar. These monographs have 
Veen prepared at the re<pie.st of the Com- 
mission, by some of the most eminent l>hy- 
siei ins and surgeons of the country. Em- 
bodying, in a condensed form, the latest 
results of science, they have been of great 
use to our army surgeons, who often en- 
counter cases for which their jirevious 
practice has not spc-cially iireiiared them, 
and who have neither medical libraries nor 
opportunities for consultation. 

The Commission institutes special insi)cc- 
tions, also, from time to time, outside of its 
general inspection system. It emidoys 
medical agents to look into the condition 
of such camps or hosj)itals as seem to re- 
quire special attention, and to ascertain 
and rc])ort the wants of our armies during 
or immediately after a trying campaign. 
Within thei)ast year it has made a thorough 
iuai)ection of all general military hospitals, 
cast ami west, emuloj'ing for this i)uri)oso 
medical pmclitioucrs of the highest jjrofes- 
sional standing. Their recommendations 
of improvement in our hosiiilal sj'stem and 
its administration have been submitted to 
the i>roper authorities. 

The relief agents of the Commission are 
not exi>rcsaly charged with the olllee of 
sanitary iu.sjieetion, but their rei>orts and 
journals, sent in at short iub rvals, help to 
keej) the Commission informed of the con- 
dition of the army, and of the measures ro- 
<piired to maiutaiin it in heidth, at every 
point from .Annapolis to New Orleans. 

As has been already stated, it is, from the 
nature of the ca.se, impossible accurately to 
estimate how many men have been saved 
from death or disemse, and how much efli- 
ciency has been economized for the country 
by this i)rcveutive service, for though the 
results of the treatment of disc'ivse can be 
more or less accurately recorded, the result 
of measures for its jirevention cannot be 
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statiMl with liny kiiul of certainly. The only 
attaiuuhlcdntH are the pereeiitiige of dii4ett«e 
atnoiiK men to\\honiKiich preventive meas- 
ures have lieeii applieth nml among those 
to whom they have not. Though inferences 
from a comparison of the two are not abso- 
lutely to be relii d on, i because w e can never 
be quite sure that the eoutlitioUH of any two 
cases have been precisely the same,) a eom- 
paribon of the mortulitv rates of our army 
with tliuse of the British armies in the Cri- 
mea and during the Beiiinsulur war, which 
we have given above, will, neverthekss, 
throw* some light on the question. 



WHAT THE COiaiLSSlOX HAS DONE FOE 
GKANT'S AKMY. 

Some account will be found in Dr. Stei- 
ner's report on another page, of the prepara- 
tions made by the Field Kclief Corps of the 
Comminsion for the movement in Virginia. 
AVhat We liave dv»ne, and are doing for the 
wounded of Grant's gU»i ious “ eight days’* 
may be gleaned from the following extracts 
from oiir n'ports. Air. Knapp writes from 
Washington, May 11: 

“ Yi>u were iufonned by Dr. Caldwell 
yesterday that, at 12 M., wo sent to Bello 
Plain the Murj- F. Kapley, steam transport, 
with sixty relief agents and sevirnty-tive or 
eighty tons of assorted P-miitary stores, the 
vessel having in tow a barge with twenty- 
one horses and five strong wagons. Wo 
have loaded to day another barge with six- 
teen horses and U.mr purchast'd wagons, 
carrying tlie nccessaiy’ forage, and to night, 
or at ilaylight in the im>rning, she will go 
down, towed by the tugboat Gov. (hirtiu, 
also chartered for the purpose. With these 
niuo teams the supplies can go on to 
FriHlerioksburg rapidly, wh«*re there is niH'd 
of tluun, I can as-sun^vou, although Oovem- 
meut is making every e.\erlion to supply 
the needs, and is constantly showing in- 
creased ability to jmt in practice what were 
hist y<*ar regarded as only experinumts. 
Thus tlie Goverumeiiu h:i8 prepared, and 
admirably, two largo lio.spiiul transports, 
and hits also arrange d for feeiling the sick 
on board the other lumts which arc. not 
regular lloating hospihils. A relief agent 
of the Hauitury Commission came up last 
night witli a large party of the wounded. 
They arrived here at 2 A. M., having left 



FrtHlericksburg yesterday. He says our re- 
lief agents w hoaceompanied the ai*my with 
their wagons and stores, rendered invalu- 
able seiv'iee, of which he is w'riting now a 
brief nquirt, whieli I will smid you to-mor- 
row. He returns on our tuglwat leaving 
to-niglit or in the morning. 

“To-morrow we hope, at Baltimore, to 
hire a boat witli wliicb to carry aiiotln'r load 
of bupplies ui» the James Kiver, wlien* there 
is hard fighting, and likely to be more of 
it, and whc*re, doubtless, the rie<‘ds must 
be gri^at. That boat, if obtained, will Uiko 
up a quantity of the saurkraut, veg«*tables, 
pickles, Ac., ordennl for Norhdk. This will 
save Dr. McDonald the nivessity of heaving 
his post with his storeboat. Tweuty-f vo 
rt'lief ngmibs either have started, or will 
start, for B»*lie Plain this aftenioou. Wo 
shall bend some more to-morrow. Our sup- 
plies are thus far abundant.” 

Dr. Steiner i-eporta: 

iSelle J*lain. Fa,, May 11. — We steamed down 
the Piilonuic without any ocenm iireof interest 
until we p.issc»l a traiibport filled with tn^ops, 
bound f(»r WashinKtou, w’Lo gave the fag of tno 
Couui'ii.'-Kion three hearty cheers. St»on after 
dark we reia hed our fleet of h<»spital sl*am- 
Ismts mid hiirgcs, at the wharf of Ih-llo Plain. 
Here I went ashore with Mr. Fay, and saw .Med- 
ical lu>|>e(*tor Wilson, to whom I introduced 
mysrlf. He said: 'You see there is enongh 

work to he done here; I need not imint it out; 
look around and yon will find it.’ No sooner 
said than done. Fay’s Aiiiiiiary Eehef Corps 
inimetliutely took lu*!d. It is divi«h d into five 
divisions. That wetion under charge of L© 
Barron- supplied the men on the harges with 
hot ci>tr*-e, beef tea and crackers, wliile the 
ftfpiad ui.der charge of Mr. Denuiston ]iitched a 
large tent, and made arrangements for getting 
things to rights. Thus they worked until more 
than nine hundred wouiuh^d men were sent otT 
in one lanit, an<l others prepared to go. These 
lalmrs have been of the most heuitrending 
deHoriptioD. though the wounded were handled 
with all pttK^iblu teiuhTiiess. 

We have sent off four wagons to Fredericks- 
burg loaded with saniiHiy supplies. The neces- 
sities of this ]M)ht will require me to n'luain 
here lo-duy. Dr. Cuyler will be in charge, and 
is here already; and Wilson wull go to Freder- 
icksburg, whither Donghis bus nlrt*ady gone. 

goes with the tniin ns storekeejxT, and 
Fay will secure a storehouse for him in some 
part of the town. On the whole, the w'aiits of 
the womab’dat this point aro so great that help 
is as inqieratively demanded, as it must bo 
freely given. 'The army may have started W'ith 
splendid supplio'i. but snch an unprecedented 
Berie.H of engagements luive never, heretofore, 
been known, and hence, any amount of regular 
supplies wouM n>o small to meet the emer- 
gency. I have heard ihat our Field lU’lief 
Corj^s was working in the uoighliorhood of 
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Fmlt*ri«*kKburp, aUhou;;li a rt i>ort reat bcs mo 
th»t Wilcox- one of the Sewmd Corj>s Kelief 
Agents was c]i|»turf»l with his uagoii while 
coming in from the front I have sent messai^es 
in all itireotioQs for the ugeutM to rei>oit here, if j 
possible, with their wagons. as to Becnre ail | 
the necessun* supplies lor our wuumletl in the 
hospitals. I presume to-morrow they will 
here. ! 

From Mr. Wilcox, in charge of the FicM 
Relief Agency, with the Thinl uml Fourth 
Divisitjiis, {Second Corj>s, we get the fol- 
lowing: 

Mat/ 4, — A'companying the 
arahuluncf tmins, umler charge of Lieut. Shook, 
of tho Thinl Division. Sfcoml Army Cor|)«. (a 
part of whieh had moved the evening previous,) 
we took up the line of mi»rch from our camp 
near Jlrandy Station, proceeding to Ely's Fortf. 
whieh }H>int wo ronclied at thti k. crossed the 
run, and bivouacked near the liver. 

Thur.ifhti/, .Wiy 5. We continued our march 
toward ChjinceliorHvillc, which p«>iut we reach- 
ed at o'clock A. M., and bi%*onucke(L After 
an hour’s rest the march was resumed in tho 
directimi of Tmld’s Tavern. I’j) to 3 P. M., 
nothing indicating tho whereal>oiita of the 
enemy was apparent at the point of the column 
oceunied by ns; but on arriving at a point with- 
in almut three miles north of Todd V Tavern, 
skirmishing with mui>k<dry, and occasiomil ar- 
tillery shots began to be heard. At this time 
an order was received fiom Ct<*n. Hancock to 
change route. We iheti rclruced our stej^s, and 
countermivrehed about two ludcs, to a point 
where a road bearing to the right of Todd's 
Tavoni wiw met, which wc took. .Marching in 
this direction several miles, wo came nj>on the 
rear of our lines, where the wound»sl were be- 
ing brought in; and a jM>int wa.H here desig- 
nated as the hospit4d of the Third and Fourth 
Divisions, where I located my wagons and 
pitched my bospihU tent. 

It w as now (piite dark, and the fighting had 
been conducted with vigor in our front all day, 
cgutiniiing until about U o'clock. Tlie wounded 
were already numcrou'*ly strewn through tho 
grovo where our hospitals were located, and 
the deummlH for our saniUry stores became 
fretpicnt an<l large. The sunilary .supplies were 
acknowledged by the surgeons in charge as 
most timely and prompt. Underclothing and 
blankets were the lirst articles in detiiand— tho 
need h»r the latter l>eiug |>itfticuhirly urgent. 

It imvv hero Iw prtJjHirly renmrUed, that 
throughout the line of march from camp at 
Ilrandy Shition, a great waste of hlanketa could 
be noticed. The day was warm, and the soMiers 
wished t<* enter the buttle unincuinbcn’iL The 
roads were strewn with blankets to an extent 
which wamints the belief that enough were 
thrown away to havo amply provided for every 
man who was wounded; whereas, ow’iug to this 
waste, hundreds were obliged to lie in the 
night .air ahno.st naked, with wounds exposed. 

Frhlay, Mny G.— Tho battle raged to-day in 
our front with territic fury, during which our 
forces were obliged to rclimpiihh three succes- 
sive lulvunhigcs gained on the previous day. 
The business of dls|H nsing s,imlary supplies 
was carried on briskly all day, reepuring every 



effort to fill tlie domands. The wagons attached 
to the First ami Second Divisions of our army 
corj>s, under Mr. Holbrmik, were lotrat4*d at a 
short distance from my own, though the de- 
mands upon them not being so gn*at ax ou 
mine. At tho close of this day my supplies of 
clothing, stimulants, Ac., Ac., were almost en- 
tirely exhausted. 

S'lturtUn/, May 7. — Little fighting to<»k place 
toolay, but the wounded of yesterday still pounrd 
into our hospit4ils. My stock of elotbing and 
other articles wjis in n measure renow'ed by 
supplies fr‘>m Mr. Holbrook’s Wiigons. ilr. 
Johnson and Captain Harris spent a portion of 
the day at my depot, luid the work progre.-sed 
well. 

Snmhnj, May 8. — IJroko camp with division 
hoapitsl supply train, and went to rhancellors- 
villc, and subM.*<pieutly to Fredericksburg, (for 
fresh supplies,) where w»* hivouacketL On tho 
route from Chaucellorsville to Fredijricksburg, 
we uceotup;iiiied a train of ambulances and army 
w agons, loaded w ith wounded soltUers and olH- 
cers. The sufferings of these men oaiinot in 
any degree be rcalizeiL The road an old 
plank r*Mid— was in a w'retched condition, and 
the gr.'MUS and shrieks of the BuffcrcTs were 
truly hearl-reuding. On this march the pres- 
ence t)f the .simitnry supplies were ocknowl- 
edged by the poor men to Ije a godsend, inas- 
much as ours were tlie o/ih/ .supplies in a train 
of two hundred wagons and aiiibulanc«‘s. Crack- 
ers and Htimulants, judiciously dispensiHl, gave 
relief to imuiy suffering subliers during that 
t4*(1i»ms inareh of twelve hours. We arrived ut 
Fredericksburg at midnight, tho lieiul of tho 
column having reached that place at noon on 
Sun<lay, and the work of transferring tho wimud- 
o«l to the houses wjis commenced. A b'dimis 
and painful work was this. A former mspiaiut- 
onco w'itli tho towni enabled me to point out (ho 
most suitable houses for hospital purposes, and 
among these the Planters’ Hotel, containing a 
hii^o number of rooms famished with beds, 
Ac. This proved a great advantage us a ready 
means of making many wounded comfortable. 

The following letters from Washington 
explain themselves: 

Mo. Knadp: 

DuAn Sin— Fonr boatloads of wounded men 
arrived during tho night, viz. : 

CouuecticuL 1,3*M); Key Port. 12.>; Wanoaett, 
350; Daniel Webster, 40U. ToUil, 2,47.5. 

One-fourth part were sevendy wounded. 
Three hundred or more weiv brought iv*»hore 
ou slretcheiH 'Hie surgeon of the (.•oiiueirticut 
says he is dei ply indebted to the .Sanitary Com- 
mission for their aid and kindness. Too sur- 
geon of the Key Port says: *• He d<H*s not know 
what he should have done had it not b<‘cn for 
the Sanitary ComiuisKioii, who famtshed him 
with stimulants at Hello Pi,«in for the wounded 
he brought up.” 

Wo gave chocolato this morning to nearly five 
hundred vetenm sohlieiH of the Sixty-seventh 
Kegiment, Pennsylvania VoloutvcrH. They are 
on their way to the front 

Wo have distribut'd since last night — 
r> barrels of crackers, 

50 gallons of coffee, 

50 gallons of chocolate, 
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ITifl gallona of h'inonudo, 

^allonx of uiilk punrb. 

We buvt! f«*«l the nmlMil.kneo (]riv<*rs, at the 
rc<|ni*.Hl of Mr. Tucker, SupcriiiU'mlciit of the 
Au;bu] 2 iiu‘e (Virps of Waahiu&;(ou. Most of 
the^c tlriv*TH have l>cen on duty, ui^»ht and day, 
for the last four ilnvi*, and 1 have yet to hear 
the first one j^rmuMc. 

Mr. Stacy uieriu much praise for hi.s zc>d ia 
the work ot feeding and losing after the w ound* 
ed incu here. 

Yonr obedient Hcr>ant. 

J. H. AnnoTT. 

W'AHHtJJOTos, D. C., Thurs»1i\y. May IX 

Mr. Knapp again asks me to give you a short 
account ot ibo condition of our work, Tho 
liaplev sailed again this afternoon, loaded with 
seventy or eighty tons of stores. Mr. ruirchild 
went with her. in chargo of thirty volunteer 
nurs( s, including Miss Woolsey. 

A barge, witli eighteen horses and four large 
wagons, went down yesterday. OrtVrs of a.s- 
sistance from all thcdepurtincntii are coming in 
all the time. 

I eiicl*>Hc, by Mr. Knapp’s direetiim, three 
letters, which wdll give you a good account of 
the work ilone at the front 

The wounded that have arrived thus f.ir are 
but sliglitly injured, and are very well cared for i 
on the boat. 

Ymirs respectfully, 

(Signed,) It. C. Caldwlij- 



RELIEF AGENTS ASSIST DEKING A IlAIf^ 1 
ROAD ACCIDENT. 

David S. Pope, Relief Agertt, in his account 
of a trip to Washington wilh the .sur|)lus fumi- | 
ture, Ac., of the Siuitary Station, wliich was | 
broken up at Rrandy, on the moving forward of I 
the army, siiys: | 

“Al>out six o’clock next moniing, a train i 
passed UH at almost lightning sjH'ed, an<l then 
cauu^ a emsh. Wo l(H>ked out of tho car, and 
saw the wreck of live or six cars heaped up 
alongside of the track just a few feet bi'Vond us, 
and soMiers crawling out from under the mins. 
Mr. Mar.*h, Mr. Dubosq, and myself went up. 
and aided in removing the wound(‘d. six or 
seven of whom were very si-riously injured; one 
of them, more than likely, died beton'he rejiehcd 
Alexaiitlria: another will have to snOer amputa- 
tion of hi.H leg, whieh was fejirfully crushed. 

“ We were the fortunaW instruments of idlcvi- 
nting theirsufferiugs toa great extent Although 
u surgi'ou was present, ho Wiis unable to* do 
much, his stores and iustniments having passed, 
his regiment being on the move. With onr 
Btinmluiit.s, luuttrosses, cots ami blankets, we 
made the ]>oor ftUows comiMiratively comfort- 
able, but they were prcbably without surgical 
attendance until they reucled Alexandria.” 



HOSPITAL CLOTHING. 

^£1“ The length of lower line of the diagram 
giving the pattern of flannel drawers, in No. 
13. was oinitieiL It should have been marked 
18 inches. 



THE HOSPITALS AT WASHINGTON. 

The quarterly rcjiortof Mr. Caldwell, one 
of our Hospital Visitors in Washington, eon- 
tains 84>me valiiabh* hinte for our branches 
of supply. He says:, 

Silt — During the quarter einling with 
this dab^ (March 3!st,) I have made nea rly 
three hundred visits in llie thuier.d, Post 
and Hegimeiital Hospitals in this Dejuirt- 
ineut. 

In March, the two hospitals at Annapolis 
and one at Annapolis Jimetinn, were mlded 
to my list, it seeming to be de.sirahle that 
such important points tus those should l>o 
regularly visited by some one from Wa-^b- 
ington, wIhuu'c their stqqdies wi*re drawn. 

At nw time during the quarter hits tbo 
number of patients in tlie bos)iitals in the 
I>.*partm *nt at Washington Iwen large*, and 
the proportion of quite sick, or beil fast, 
such as are usnally most in need of the as- 
sistance furnished by tho Commission, has 
been all tho time very' small; consequently, 
the issuo.s to these hospitals have lieen 
small. 

The two liospihds at Annapolis have been 

J iartially lille*! with the sick among the re- 
eased prisoners, and have needed more aid 
tliau those in Washington and Alexumlria; 
even these have twice received all the »iek 
from tlie Army of the Potomtie. 

Oil my first visit to Annapolis I found 
one of the hospitals ven* niueli in iH»ed of 
delicacies, ami a liberal onler was ma It* out; 
in the tuher, I was much phsised with the 
admirably arVanged sttirerotiin well stocked 
with most of tho Commission HUpplies; and 
a large invoice was daily expected from 
Washington, of such things as W€*re want- 
ing. 

The regiments garrisoning the defonoea 
of AVasliington, have received a large nnin- 
her of new recruits; and their sick lists 
have been larger in proportitui: and con- 
sequently the issues to them have been 
larger in likt* proportion. 

Most of the hospitals dcj>end upon the 
I Commission for their KUp]jly of brandy; 
} 8urgt*oiiH in tdiarge nuder.stand that they 
I cannot g»*t it from the Medical Durvt*yor. 
Tlie issue of this precious article has, how- 
ever. been sm dl, and very carefully made. 
Clierry cordial and blackberry brandy are 
i much esb»'*med wherever they have been 
I introduced; there should be a good supply 
of these .stimulants cm hand for is-^tie in tho 
summer, wlit'u the (*ouiplaiuts for which 
they etmtrilmte so servictmble a remedy, 
are nmst prevalent. 

In all c.is«s wh<u*e brandy is called for, I 
endeavor to substitute wine therefor, and 
with various sueecss. Some surgeons like 
it quite as well, w’liilc others can make but 
little use of it. 

Dried apples, pickles i\ud porter, have 
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been issued to somo hospitals when the 
funds were low. 

The pickles are always very acceptable, 
and tlieir ipiality is very highly praisinl; 
they arc usimlly inucli In tter tlmn tlioseob- 
tained in the market or from the ComuuH* 
eary. 

A few cases of pem-hes that Impponed to 
come this way, wertj most highly prized, 
being far belter than any tlmt could bo 
bougiit here; they were issued only whore 
I felt sure they would be well used. 

triues are but little aseil. Their 
(VuUitxf uuil strength are too uncerlaiut and 
theg cannot he depended upon. 

Tin* llostoii eruekers are very much val- ! 
ued, and the issue of them is tpiite con- ; 
stant. 

There is n constant cadi for white sugar; 
it is so fitly used in many oases in the cook 
room, where the low dud is pis^jMired, f<»r 
dishes that would bo half spadli'd by the 
brown sugatr of the Couimissairy. 

Tjoinons aud dried beef are ofUui asked 
for. 

Of assorted dried fnnts, there is always 
too little in store; a good cook can with 
these, make very good substitutes for jtdly; 
and, consiilering the sad waste of this arti- 
cle in the coui*se of trausportatbui, the 
people at homo, the Ctumnission, and the 
soldier, would all be gainers, if the fruit 
were dried, instead of converted into 

jelly. Then there would be no waste, and 
far b ss ditlieiilty and labor in packing and 
transportation. Would it not be wtdl to 
rccummeml this change to thebranehes? 

At my suggestion, a small stipply of yarn 
has been put in store for issue for mending 
socks; those issued by Goveriiineiit are of [ 
an iiil'erior ipiuUty, iind need mueh mend- 
ing. (^uite as neeessary as yarn is cotton 
thread, for repairing cotton garmeuls; the 
eall.H for it are fr(‘queiit, and I should be 
glad tt> be able to give it. 

Wijoleii underclothing lias not been is- 
sued largely. Tho wo<»l shirt.s issued by 
Govenmieiit are often half cotton, jmd very 
rough ainl harsh; some men who need 
wool.*ns cannot wear tliem. 

For such ease.s, when the men have not 
the means to buy for themselves, or have 
families to whom they have to .sc*nd their 1 
sjmn* eaniings, I allow to be give j freely, 

Ihllow cases are often called ft»r, and I 
Bupply but a small j3ortiou of tho demand, 
for the reason that they arc furnished to a 
certain extent by the (iovoriiment. 

But tho Government sni>]dy isba.sed upon 
but one pillow to a man; of tho.so small pil- j 
low.s, two or throe are hardly enough for • 
corninou comfort. Moreover, the Govern- | 
meiit arrangement for condemning woni *■ 
out hospital clothing is m»t prompt aud | 
Kufhri'uit; and a hos]>ital sometimes has to | 
wait.-ix or nine mouths before it can have [ 
such clothing put aside u« unlit for use; and 



till then, it can ask for no more to take its 
j)luce. 

Of towels and handkerchiefs, the issue 
lias been constant; a great many are given 
to the men for their own property. 

The slippers supidied by Governmi iitare, 
like our owm, cloth or carpet ones, very 
little use to a man wlio is about on his feet; 
they are soon wt*rn out. 

The nttmidanU have to move about in 
their heavy shoe.sund have not usnally much 
time to s))cnd in walking on tijetoe; tho 
noi.se they cannot but make, must be an 
annoyance to sick men, if not positively 
harmful. I wish then* might V)e a supply 
! of good leather seded .'=lijiper,s on hand, to 
j be used for tlmt imrpose only. They would 
not be needed in every liospital, since in 
some a strip of matting is put down where 
the attendants walk. 

J am often a-sked why these things are 
not bought with the hospital fund. They 
cannot be to the extent that is desirable, 
for two reasons: 

1st. Surgeons are prohibited from pur- 
chasing any thing but eatables, aud a few 
articles of a perishublo nature, with the 
hosj)ital fund. 

2d. At the present high rates of pro- 
visions, it rejpiires the best of muungeineut 
to gi*t for the men all that the Surgeon- 
Gt'nerul’s diet tjible requin^s, and all that 
the men ought to have of the staiJleai tielea 
of food. 

Under such circmnstunce.s, a small quan- 
tity of good things placed in the hands of 
women nurses, or .Sisters of Charity, servos 
to make many a meal more palatable and 
Ktreiigthening. 

[ 1 fretpu utly receive testimonials to the 

enieieucy of the service of the Ci»mmissiou, 
which it would he out of place to repeat here, 
liespoct fully suhmitted. 

G. C. f'ALUWELL, 

HotpUai Visifor Sintlary Commiaion. 

Mr. Stephen Barker whites us: 

Having alremly explained my way of mak- 
ing acquaintance with office r.s and patients 
in hospitals. J need only say that my last 
mouth's wtirk ha.s in no way ditVered from 
that of previous moiitlis. 
j I have received more exi>resRions of gra- 
titude tlmn formerly; hut I attribute this 
entirely to the fact of having transacted all 
my hospital business in the wards, where 
the patients could hear the ct>iiverj<ation.s 
between tlie ward master, or cook, or hos- 
pital steward and myself, concerning tho 
j wants of tho hos|iital aud the sanita^* stores. 

! Patients manifest great interest in theso 
I subjects; and when I sit down to make out 
f my order forsupplie.s, they cluster round as 
I if this part *»f my bu.sinoKS were one of their 
I chief entertainments. In this way the pa- 
I tienls seem to liave realized, for the first 
‘ time, where the delicacies come from which 
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they enjoy so much, nuil wliich they have 
Iiithertu carelessly uttriliiite,! I'itlier to tlio 
kindness of privute indiridinils, or to tho 
agents of tho Cliristiiiii Commission, or to 
their regular m^^dical supplies. I have been 
niiuli) to reali/.o this fact, by being so often 
obliged to disclaim thes ji-’i-.fmil thanks, 
which really belong -d to tlie Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

h itely, every visit has brought me some 
plexsant expression of thanks for comforts 
received. Sometimes by tearful silence; 
sometimes by a hearty outburst that the 
“ Sanitary Commission is tho greatest in- 
stitution in tho United States." My last 
was a slip of paper, tucked into the thumb . 
nf my glove, with a “tioil bless yon,” which 
'means some thing from a “Down Easter,” 
who wrote it. 

In order to bring the benefits of the Sani- 
tary Commission before a larger circle than 
hospitals afibril, I have latsdy begun to dis- 
tribute p.ii)cr3, magazines, and comfort bags 
in camps. 

The supply of newspapers, in large tpian- 
tities, hits been furnished by contributions 
from Vic<! President lliimliii, and by Hon. 
diaries Sumner, Hon. .Vlex. U. Hice, and 
Hon. Oakes Ames. 

Mrs. Hiimliu and Mrs. O. .\mi's have also 
assisted me in tho distribution of these 
favors. 

One very pleasant scene occurred at C.imp 
Barry, in the distribution of comfort bags 
at the bammks of the Dth and lltli Mass. 
Biitt -rie.s, under Capl. .Jones. By previous 
programme, my friend and I, with the ward 
master iind driver, had < iich a box at our 
feet, coutiining a humlre.l bags a[)iece, with 
some papers iiUil m.ig izines. Tho men were 
all out (pliiying) kicking football. I said, 

“ Here, boys, arc some gilts for you, from 
Massiu-husetts girls,” accompanying the 
words with a Siilnte of bags, needlebooks, 
and [iincusbions, from all sides of the Wiigon, 
into the erowil. The men immeiliaUdy took 
tho joke, and, with a .shout, rushed towards 
ns, while wo ke|it U]> the fire, and they 
rushed, and scratubled, auil clutehcsl at the 
Hying gifts, like children after sugar-plums 
on a Thank.sgiving evo. When at last tho 
boxes were all emptiitd, and uni; reil sii /or- 
plum w;is all X had to jnit into the fifty out- 
strets-hod hands around us, tho captain ai>- 
pcared, and thanked us, in bidialf of hi.s 
men, for our visit, not only for its immu- 
diate beneiits, but for ailording ple;i.s;iut 
memories, and material for Udb-rs for wei-ks 
tsj come. Here ot'ain I had tho pleasure of 
disclaiming all p<'rsoual thanks, and turning 
them ov<!r to the .Sanitary Commis.sion, 
when! tiny rightfully bidong. He said nn ire 
jileasaut things, and ended by proposing 
three cheers for Jlassocliusetts ladies, whicli 
the soldier.s gave with swinging hats, and 
prolonged into three times three for tho 
pleasure of using their lungs once more in 



good old M issachu.sctts fa.sliioi). In my 
last visit to Camp Barry, I learned that most 
of those bags coutuiueil letters, which have 
1 been answered by the soliliers, which have 
also beim aiiswereil by the original writers. 
I could distribute ten thousand bags in this 
wav, to g.iod a Ivantage. I regret to say I 
have exlmusie.l onr supply. 

Mr. Brown reports as tho result of hi.s 
labfirs tor the month of March in the mat- 
ter of back jiay for soldiers in the hospitals 
I of Washington and vicinity: 

Wltolr nuuitsT of noo'ii Ulu-li durinif tho monUi !M; 



Number of <'«>iuplfl«'fl by l>ay 90 

•• “ otherwise rfimplfted 24 

Total number of rompictod cofM-n 120 

Niimlier of U tten* uTiiteu during tljo nmntb 218 

AiDiotnt ropn-Mcub d by Ihw nlm-ty-Mx compu t- 
ed (•»«•« |5,QTr7.58 



U un of u«‘«rly live montlui’ 

l>iiy for every Kueees.sfiil cti.se. 

You will jH*reeive that the completed 
cases art* in excess of the nuniht*r of cases 
tiikcn. The ])rcst;nt being a non-nmstcr 
montli, I have taken le^s nt*w cibsc's than I 
otht*r\vis(* should, and dt^voted my time to 
a large mimbt r of complicate 1 c:i.'«*m lyinff 
over from last month. The result is tliat 
we now have a less number of nncomplotod 
cn.ses fin hand than we liavc had at tho 
writinir of any previous report, being now 
only lifty-four in number. 

The work of tlie past month Im-s bt'cn 
of a more compUt*ated character than any 
previous one. Many of tho ho.spituls in 
Wibsliington have arranpciiicnts with the 
Pay Department ftu* fixing up the suTtiiinta 
of the men, and as a coii.setpit‘nec our ser- 
vices arti not nce<h*fl, cxcejit in such cast*.s 
ns are not easily traced on the rt'jnment 
rolls, or which rcipiiro evidence which is 
not on tUc atihe Pay Dc|iartnicnt. It i-S 
tin* usual custom of the Paymaster Gene- 
ral’s oniee to ndcr cases of this character 
to this ofliec. 

\Vc have ha<l quite a largo number of 
ca-'ics the jmst month where the men were 
cliargf'd wrongfully with “ des«‘rlion,” and 
have succeeded in most instances in pet- 
ting tlie charpe removinl, and in securing 
tho men tlieir riphtful dues. One man of 
this cla-ss I se<‘uiH‘d (trenh/ mouths' back pay 
for. after he had bci»n to a great amount of 
trouble to pet it through other .sources, with- 
out succes.s. Have had several rases wlicre 
the men had IS months due, all of whom 
Were wrongfully charged with di*si*rlion. 

To one unacquainted with the manner 
in wliich the accounts of the Government 
are kejit, it seems strange that men who 
ap? sjTviug their country for the pittance 
of $13.00 )H?r month, should be coinjielled 
to wait sfi long for their pay. 

The fact is not to bo dispui.sed that this 
state of atfairs is often the result of the ip- 
norauce or iinliOercnce of ollicers, who are 
paid, and well paid, for attending to this 
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business, k short time uro a Pavma-Hter 
showed me a coiuj>any roll bearing sixty- 
seven names. Out of that sixty-seven only 
four could be pui<l, the other sixty-threo 
being incorrectly mustered by the com- 
manding otBcer. These men must now 
wait two mouths longer, not only for the 
last two months’ pay due, but id.so for all 
that was previously due, and the next mus- 
ter may tind them in os b,id condition as 
they now are. It tnquently happens that 
a man is taken prisoner, and on his next 
subsequent rolls charged with desertion, 
which hies the cileet of sloiijiing all pay 
that is line or that m.iy become due, till 
the charge is riunoved. 

Sot one soldier in a thousand is acquaint- 
ed with the method of removal, and conse- 
quently many inniH'eut men suffer in their 
reputation, as well as lose their pay; for, 
occordiug to military law, the rhurge of de- 
sertion is primo /acic evidence that the man 
did de.sert. 

The preliminary stcjis have been taken 
for extending this work to Baltimore and 
Phihidclphia, and I would suggest that 
New York be included in this arrangement. 
'There has l>een no way heretofore tor men 
without description li.sks to get their back 
pay, if they have been outside of Washing- 
ton. The now arrangement will be a great 
advantage to this class of men. 

The bulk of the work will have to !«• done 
through this office. All that is required for 
cities outside of Washington, is some one 
to look up the ciuu's at tlie hospitals, which 
is comparatively little work. .'kir. Ashman, 
of Philatlelphia, has sent us on some ca-ses, 
and promises to send more soon. I wont to 
Baltimore yesterday, to make the arrange- 
ments for starting the work in that city. 

Saw Dr. Bliss, the surgeon in charge of 
the Camden Strei-t Hospital; also, Ite.v. Jlr. 
Bower, the chaplain. 'They seemed willing 
to do every thing in their imwer to co-ope- 
rate iu the work. I ffud that nearly all the 
men have de.seription lists, and that they 
are mustered on there without any further 
evidence; therefore the number who will 
reipiire assistance there will be smaller than 
here, in proportion to the number of l>a- 
tients. 



RESULTS OF THE FAIR. 

I toko the liberty of sending to you for pub- 
lication in your journal the following; 

At a meeting of the Ladies' Executive Com- 
mittes of tlie Metropolitan Fair, held .May 13, 
18C1, the following resolution was adopted; 

liesolvfd, That John II. Oourlie. Chairman of 
the Finance Committee of the Metropohtau Fair, 
be ret;uested to place o?ie million dollarit in the 
hands of the United Slates SauiUiry Commis- 
sion. 

By order of the Board. 

(Signed.) CiTHiont* C. Hour. 



In Bccordiuice with the above reeolntion, I 
have handl'd over to George T. Strong, Ksq., 
Treasurer of the United StnteH Sanitary Com- 
miKftiony the at>ovc‘named sum of one million 
dollars. The following is a copy of his receipt 
for the same: 

Nr.w Yore, Mny 17. 1M4. 

lleceivcd from John H, Gourlie, i huirman of 
the Finance ComniilUe of the Metr<<iH>litau 
Fair, one inilliitu dolhuri, tor the benefit of the 
United btales bauitury ComnaKhiou. 

^Signed, ) 

Gkouoe T. Stuono, 

|l,000,0u0. Trearurer pf tkt S*intUiry ('oHMVuum. 

I take tUo liberty of shtting, for public infor- 
mation, that the above-Uiuned amount is the 
first insUihnent of the results of the Metropolitan 
Fair. Its tiuaociiU alTairs cannot be completely 
closed for some time to come, us coutriliutious 
known to have been made have nut yet been 
sent into the Treasurer's Department; besidea, 
there are other contributions, stiU on Uieir way 
from Europe, {a cargo of coiU, valued at $12,500, 
the generous gift of Geo. Elliott, of Liverpool,) 
and paintings, and worlcs of art, still unsold, 
the probable value of which is $20,000. 

A detailed Htntement of the receipts and dis* 
burseiuonts will be moile as soon as pructica* 
ble. 

1 congratulate the public on t!ie noble results 
of their generous contributions to the Metro- 
politan Fair. 

The receipts over and above oU expenses will 
not, I venture to say, fall far short of $1, 100,000; 
still, all sums over one million at present con 
only be roughly estiumted. 

A committee ore now engaged in examining 
the accounts of the Treasury' Department, and 
I trust that their report will bo satisfactory to 
the public. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

John U. GoimuE, 

CAatrman Finantx Commiltu, Mtiroj/olUokn Fair. 

Mew Yore, 17, 16C4. 



OENERAb SUUTOY OF OTERATIOXS IN 
THE DEFARTAIENT OF THE EAST. 

Wa«iihotoi». D. C.. jfay Ut, ISO*. 
Dr. J. Footer Jekeiss, 

General Secittary, (T. S. San. Com.: 

Sib — I submit, as Aasociote Secretary for 
the Kost, tlie following report. It emliracos 
the time from January 1st to present dote. 

'The monthly report, (w>ut to you, with 
the frequent letters forwarded, h;tve alreody 
furnished to you all tlie detail of what I 
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now simply present sis a summary of tlio ! 
whole. 

During these fonr months there has IxH'n i 
no essential change in the mftho'h ailojiteil, I 
the chnnuier of the deuiumls, the altilih/ 
to meet all claim.s, and the xeurkinq force 
itself. 

Tiiero has heim a constant temleucii to 
enl'irx/cmeiit, both ill the I' ield Relief Coriis 
and in the Special Relief Dejiartmeut. 

At Washington and vicinity, the long 
existing systematic provision for rendering 
aid to general and regimental hospitals has 
continued. There has in that .section been 
no important movements in the Held. Here, 
however, as elsewhere, large jirovi.sion has ' 
been made to meet the demaniLs which may 
arise from great battles. (i\ecompaiiying 
are pajiers of stock with .Vmiy of the Poto- 
mac, stock sent to Norfolk, stock sent to 
Uari>er’s Ferry, stock in storehoiiso at 
Washington and on the way, as by invoice.) 

Accompanying, also, is report of Dr. 
Steiner, Chief Inspector of Army of Poto- 
mac, covering the months of January, Feb- 
ruary, and March. 

Thus, at Washington; at Newbern, N. C. ; 
at Oliistee, Florida; in Texas, and at Grand 
Ecore, I.ouisiana, during this same jH-riod, 
the Commi.ssion has had large opportunity 
to show its preparation to meet urgent 
needs, and its ability to render efficient 
help in emergencies. 

In each instance its preparations wore 
larger than the needs, and its help followed 
close upon the emergeucies. 

You have herewith, or previously for- 
warded to you, tho reports from these 
several sections. 

These reports indicate, also, efficiency 
and eariic.st zeal on the jiart of all the 
agents of the Commi.ssion employed iu their 
rc.spcctive fields; and their hibors have been 
recognized and appreciated by the officers 
and military aiithoritie.s, as well as by tho 
men receiving “aid and comfort.” 

Tho amounts of supplies with the army; 
value of the same; i.ssues to tho depots at 
Washington, Newbern, Hilton Head, (from 
which tho Florida supplies were sent,) and 
New Orleans, for the ipiarter ending April 
1st, a<a'ompauy this. Marked valuation, 
8ll7,0S3.5O. 

At Nowberu, N. C., at the present time. 



I preparation is nnnle, by two additional re- 
lief agents recently sent, and a large invoice 
I of stores, to meet the ]Uobably large de- 
! mamls which may soon arise there. 

•\t Hilton Head and Reaiifort, the pres- 
ent demand is comparatively limited, with 
diminished forces. 

.\t New Orleans and biyond, the working 
force of tho Commission has been increased 
by efficient men, some sent from the North, 
some found there; and stores arc constantly 
forwanlcd by almost every steamer. Tho 
right granti d to the Chief Inspector to 
purchiuse in New Orleans, when ncec.ssary 
to meet emergeucies, (a right \\^icJi he ha.s 
' judiciously exercised. I adds to the efficiency 
and real stock there of the Commission. 

Homes or Lodges have followed the army 
in Imuisiana and Tc.vas whenever it has 
moved, or else been ready to meet return- 
ing men sick or discharged. These Lodges 
have all done n valuable work. When the 
army left a given region, rendering a Lodge 
further unnecessary at that imint, the same 
! men and material constituting this station 
have been moved on and plautcsl else- 
where, as the need rcipiir<'d. 

Tho permanent Home at New Orleans is 
doing a very largo and very beneficent 
work. It has every aid from the mili- 
tary authorities there which can be asked 
for. Reports stibmitted. 

The “Pension and Claim Agency” at 
New Orleans is full of work, and recogniz- 
ed by officers and public men os meeting a 
large and long-existing need. 

Tho agi'nts in charge have proved com- 
petent and faithful. Reports submitted. 

Arrangements w(*re made for establi.sh- 
iug a Homo at Hilton Head, (this special 
relii-f work hitherto having been ]>er£ormed 
under great disadvantages,) but the recent 
removal of heavy forces from the depart- 
ment has deferred for the present tho exe- 
cution of the plan. 

At Washington, Alexandria, Anna])oli8, 
Convale.scent Camj), Cam]> Parole, Balti- 
more, Philadelphia, and Boston, the spe- 
cial relief work of the Comini.ssion has con- 
tinued much as heretofore', with these ex- 
ceptions, viz, : 

Anr.x.exDiUA, 

At Alexandria iucrea-siug demands huvo 
called fgr increased accommodatioms. 
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C'Aiir Pauou:. 

At Cnmp Parole* now portable houses 
have been put up for the relief agents and 
for a stori’house. In connection with this 
station we have also a carjeenter’a .sh<>ii,with 
suitable tools, where many of the invalids 
find amusenn'iit and uecupatiou. A garden 
is also started here. 

I’UILAI)F.I,1*HIA. 

At Philadelphia the special relief work 
is under Col. Soert, (hirmerly relief agent 
in the Army of the Potomac,) who has been 
appointed and whose labors are wisely di- 
rected by the Philadelphia llruiieh. Col. 
Soert, a.s I undi rstaud, is doing a very val- 
uable work — similar in general terms to 
the work undertaken at Lodge No. 4 in 
Washington. 

Uo.STON. 

From Boston a report has been receiv- 
ed, which is herewith submitted. It shows 
continued earnestness, wise and eflieieut 
action, joined to tho most cari'fully elabo- 
rated and perfect system, which has yet 
been seen in any section of the Commis- 
sion’s work. 

PoiiTUASi), Mb. 

A Homo or Lodge has been established 
at Portland, Me., where none existed be- 
fore. It does good service. 

PoUTSMOVTH, Va. 

A new Lodge has also been opened with- 
in three mouths at Portsmouth, Va., with 
largo facilities and corresjmnding oiiportu- 
nities for usefulness. Iteport a]*pende<h 

The “Agency for Fresh Hospital Supply 
Piirchases ” hiui been di.seontinued. Dur- 
ing its continuance, the advantages which 
had been semired to the Hospitals were 
evident and real. The Sledieal Director 
estimated that ten per cent, of their entire 
Hospital Fund had been saved to the hos- 
pitals by this Agency. 

“Cakvassixo Agents.” 

Of Canvassing Agents, there arc in the 
East, ns follows: 

Dr. Parish, with a wide field. 

Dr. Van Ingeu, in Northern New York. 

Mr. Hadly, in Maine. 

Bev. Mr. Tuttle, in New Jersey. 

Mr. Kathbum, in Western Pennsylvania, 

Sir. Ball, in Massachusetts. 

Major Bush, in Western New York. 



Bc.sides these, there are some persons, 
mostly Women, employed by tho vnrioiLS 
“ Branch .Societies,” as at Philadelphia and 
Boston. • 

Tho Iheiir;/ is, for these agents al>ove 
named, to receive their appointment and 
assignment to duty from this ofliee, but 
their special inslruetioiis from the mana- 
gers of that Iwaneh of tho Commi.s.sion 
whoso snj>ervisiou covers the special field 
to which tho .\gent is assigned. 

It is bi'lieved that the work of these 
.■Igonts lias 1)0011 productive of g<a)d, l>oth 
in imiiartiug information and correcting 
prejudices, and also in stimulating sup- 
phes. 

Tho reports of Dr. Parish and of Dr. 
Van Ingen accompany this. 

I wish to suggest the imjiortaneo of add- 
ing to the Agents thus engaged, and, per- 
haiis, to sy.stenmtizo the work more fully, 
by jilaeing the responsibility of its conduct 
upon one person, who shall also be a lec- 
turer, but whose duty it will be to keep in- 
formed of tho condition and demands of 
the field. 

Yours respectfully, 

F. N. Knapp, 

As$'>cMte Sfcrttary. 



TIIK COMMISSION ON THE BED RIVER. 

Dr. Crime writes from New Orleans, 
April 21st: 

In my letter to yon of the l.">th, I fur- 
nished you with a general summary of our 
recent work up to tliat date. We have sub- 
seipiently continued our operations u]K>n 
pretty much the same scale. 

Five invoices of stores have Ireen sent 
forward to Mr. Mitchell since the I.rth. 
Tlii*y will average about fifty boxes and 
barrels each. 

I jirojvo.sed forwarding to yon by this 
mail complete lists of these shi)iments. 
But cojiies are not maile, or if made, can- 
not be found this morning. We have now 
sent to the front moat of our stock on hand 
in tliis city. I slmll reserve the Imlance, 
issuing more sparingly, partieidarly such 
stores as cannot be replaced, except from 
the North. Indeed, I think that the neces- 
sities resulting from tlie late engagi'inenta 
have already, for the most jiart, been sui>- 
I plied either tlirough the ordinary chnnuela, 
or by the recent I’tl’orLs of the Commi-ssion. 

I am haiijiy in being able to inforiu you, 
that Dr. Slie'ldon, .Acting Medical Director 
here, has succeeded tinally in obtaining for 
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tlic! (^iiartenn!i.sti'r’a Ufiiiirtmcnt, a few 
tlumsaml dollars of that lius]>ital tax fund, 
which now amounts in this I)ci>artincnt to 
more than a quarter of a million of dollars 
—and of which, 1 shall have something to 
say some day. 

With this assistance, Dr. S. has been able 
to make purchases of fruit, milk, stimil- 
laiils, which will probably obviate the ne- 
cessitv of our pnrehasiug largely hereafter, 
es]>eeially ns Ur. Sheldon, has not only en- 
gaged heartily in this work, but luis exhib- 
ited towards the Conmiiasiou the most 
liberal and generous feeling. 

1 hear from the army the most glowing 
accounts of our good work. Stevens is 
securing golden opinions; Barnard is splen- 
did, and Kdgerly the subject of almost un- 
measurable praise. But it is quite invidi- 
ous to mention a few names when our whole 
force has worked most untiringly, and every 
man has tried at le.ast to do his duty. 

In my letter of the 1.5th, I alluded to the 
interest taken by Mayor Hoyt in our C'om- 
mi.s.sion. 

I forward to yon a copy of a letter writ- 
ten to him on the. following day; it may 
prove of interest a.s a part of the history of 



100 BUmkf'tK, I 

KH 8«ckii. 

1<» rillows, ! 

VI vuiiui. 

aao Towf i*. I 

2Vi Cnohitmt. 

1 bill. Colton pieces, I 

1 bbbi. Uni. I 

a bbU. iniidiKss. 

I bill. lUas. I 

6 bbl». Lint And DAndAgco. 
35 n&nnoi BandA;;<^«, 

30 yd«. Oil Silk. 

4 ytlo. BtibiwrClotli, 

60 MtuM|uito 

10 plMvii MuM]Uito NettiOft, 
6Th> Fttiin. 

So Sick Fcislcf^ (Mfdldno 
ttlips.) 

IR Cstbi'U'm, j 

73 I 

3 IkMl Punn, 

30 Tin Uamius, I 

lA Ijmtfrna, I 

1 rrinal. I 

4 Tin Bucket*. i 

1 W«bT do. ' 

134 Tin CuiHi. j 

3U IUh. Nttiifl, I 

4H bottlcM Brandy, j 

6 Kidlou* do. I 

44 bt>tUcji Sherry, 

54 do. >Vhi*ky. - 

7 ‘ a ffallODN do. 

34 bottle* iKmiecUo Wloc, } 
1ft CUret, ' 

50 RsUooii do. ' 

3 bbU. Alo, 

3ft bottle* B»y Ram. ' 



3 bhl*. Pried Ai^ple*, 

33 do. Cracker*, 

100 lb*. IlarlfT, 

'.*00 do. C<mi suroh, 

9H do. Farina, 

600 do. Soft Biva<l. 

15 do. AtToK Ibtot, 

44 do lk^'fiitot*k. 

3 Su^arH’iired Ham*, 

7 boxr* t'<*liiab, 

1 bhl. Fjtif*. 

44 ttaiiN Toiii^too*, 

150 lb.4. Cli'H'olaUi, 
iMi do, t’oni'a, 

HCt do. (Nnid. Milk. 

3 kcK* BntUT, 

3 ld)l*. While Suffar, 

1 bill. Ku«*r. 

73 tx^xc* l^toiuniadCt 
3i) eiiaf* I/cmon*. 
l.fKHi Dm. litf, 

13 liw. 

15 do. Ciiloroform, 

13 bottle* Chlorate Soda, 
15 do.- Red IVpjMf, 
fti lb.-*. Tt>bac(X> {cbew'g.l 
6>) do. (amok’g.) 

1 Hr«M» Pipe#, 

Iteam Ix'ttcr Paper, 

050 Sht'i't* do. 

1.3Ti»i Ein’fb»po#, 

3 botthM Ink. 

1 ifro** PfU-i, 

3 box*'* Ih'ailins Matter. 
Tm Baxiua, Towel#, Con- 
dcn-«*d C'jJ«t\ anti many 
other artieh'*, of which Mr. 
Grant Uaa the hat. 



re-’cnt events, 

Mr. Baker, of the “ Varieties,” informs 
me that the result of the heneJU given mo in 
otir hehidf on Mond.ay evening la-st, was 
much less satisfoi’toiy than he ex])eeted, 
but that he has succeeded very well with 
the subscription list opeiietl at the office of 
the theatre. He thinks that he will be able 
on Monday to place in my hands (82,000) 
two tlioiiiiand dollars, as the result of this 
effort in behalf of the Commission. 

I make a rivpiisionon Mr. Collins by this 
mail, for a new and large suppW of stores. 

Wiien the hurry lias passed, I will endea- 
vor to furnish Mr. Knapp with some sort of 
a general sketch of our work. 

Dr.rABTMF.xT op Tim On.p, I 
?ii:w OaixAXs, Aprii 10, 1SC4. { 
Stepuex Hovt, Captain V, S. Army, 

Actiny Mayor nf Xrie Orirana: 



blitional stores wore placed oa the Lan- 
rol Hill, to be issued on the bo it, by one of 
the agents well aispiaiiitoU with the hospi- 
tal trauspjrt service, wa.i will return with 
tli9 woau del she rniy h-itig to this city. 

Tims much has alrei ly been d-.ma. AI ero 
still romiins to be doin. 

Tue grc.itest necassitios which it is our 
mission aud duty to meet, will probably 
arise from a want of sufficient liospitM 
clothing, as also from a waut of proper 
hospital food. 

Of clothing, we have now on hand a very 
good stock, blankets and bad-sacks except- 
ed, which wo are exjKscting to receive from 
a ship now many days duo. 

Our supplies of hospital food and deU- 
oaeies have bean relatively smaller; suffi- 
cient to meet ordinary demands, hut quite 
insufficient for an emergency like the pres- 
ent. 



Demi Sib — 1 am sorry that I have been 
unable to comply with your request at an 
earlier hour. 1 have the ple.asuro, however, 
of now forwarding to you the enclosed li.st 
of stores issued from tlie de;«jt of the U. S. 
Sanitary Commission in this city, and ship- 
pcil to iUexandria, for the mse of the sick 
ami wounded in our armies during the 
pre.sent campaign. 



60 Woolen Hhlrt*. 
lOO (,'aittoQ FUniiel 8tilrt«, 
230 OoUon do. 

430 HmplUd do. 

100 i>*ir Woolen Hraweni, 
217 pair Oxnton FL l>rawor#, 
300 pair iJotUiu l>r»wcr», 

317 Woolru 8tH.‘k*, 

113 Wr*i'p»*r*, 

140 pair HUpp«r*, 

860 bbcet*. 



7 keif* inckJc#, 

13 Jar# do. 

33ft InutoI* Vegetable* and 
Fickle*. 

15 do. do. 

3 bhl*. Fotatoe*. 

6 do. (Cabbage in cur* 
rie, 

1 bbl. Dried Fruit, 

1 box do. 

41 cau* Fruit, 



I, therefore, was compelled immediately 
I hoard of ths necessities of our hospital 
service, to make purchases iit this city of 
sumo lemons, milk, ice, &c., to the amount 
of seven hundred dollars. Most of the.se 
articles have alreaily been sent to the front. 

With reference to the future, I intend to 
repeat my recent purchases, and send for- 
ward sanitary supplies on every available 
boat, so lung ns the want, suffering and 
wretchedness, consequent npon the late 
engagements may continue to claim our aid 
aiiil succar. 

It is impossible for me at the pre.sent 
moment, to suy precisely what amount of 
money it may be necessary to expend. Two 
thousand dollars may bo sufficient — it may 
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not be; no definite exsiot stutemeuts of either 
the niiiulier or condition of the wonndej 
have OH yet reivch^d me. 

I have received several oommnni<-ations, 
tho best dated at Ah-xaiiilria, on the llith 
instant, from our neeiits — six or seven of 
whom are now either at Alexandria, or with 
the army beyond. I-’rom these d(:s])atehes 
I infer that there is little diinRer of our 
overdoing for many days to come- the sub- 
stance of them is, j)rovido everything for 
2,r)(»0 wounded men. 

I shall, so far as ])ossiblo, make my issues 
continuously, iKdieving that any elVorts we 
may make, well and juili<'iously sustained, 
are much more likely to aei'omplish tho 
greatest goial, than a hundred attempts to 
do every thing at once. I have ma<lu ar- 
nuigcmeut-s for sending n ton of ice to tho 
front every day, if po.ssible. 

I aliall have a large shipment ready for 
the next boat, which will leave to-morrow 
or next day — a trusty agent will go with 
them . 

In conclusion, I can only return to you, 
sir, in behalf of tho Commission, my moat 
aincere thunks for the aid which you have so 
promptly and so generously extended to 
me. 

Yours, very respe-ctfully, 

Kowauo a. Ciusr, 

Agent uf Ihr V. .V. S.m. t mn,. 

Jh-piitiment of t/*e <1 itif, 

Mr. Barnard writes from Alexandria, 
April 13: 

My visit to tho army has been attended 
with much to depress and distre.ss the mind 
of one anxious for his country's welfare. 

Nothing of moment transpired on tho 
way up. We exi>ecled, and wia e somewhat 
disnpjminted in not meeting with .some op- 
position from the Buahwaekers, at the many 
<lark and woody points that favored an am- 
bush. 

AVe felt prepared for them, as we had a 
full complement <if ready-loiuled muskets, 
besides our guard. There were on board 
some twenty sutlers and their clerks, all 
remly to show their markmanship. Tho 
monotony was broken by shooting at tho 
numerous alligators that line the banks, 
many of them being of vast size. 

On Monday morning, the ho.spital bm»t. 
Laurel Hill, was ordered ty prepare to*e- 
ceive tho wounded. I deliver, d a portion 
of the sanitary stores taken up to Mr. 
Stevens, reserving tho balance for use on 
tho Laurel Hill. I went on shore, and 
assisted Mr. Stevens to distribute tho sup- 
plies to the difi'ereut hospitals; visited hLs 
camp; was shown under what <li.sadvau- 
tiigos ho labored in ' transporting goods to 
tho army. 

Mr. Stevens U the right man in the right 
place. Ho enjoys the conlideuco of tho 
' VoL. L— No. U. 28 



I onieers, and receive.s every attention, and 
particularly from the quartermaster. Ho 
could aflord much more relief hatl he tho 
8U|>plies neee-s.sary. 

.About ten o'clock, tho mournful ambu- 
lances, with their living, nvixo conteut.s, 
darkened the road leading to tho boat, who 
were transferred, some in stretehers; others 
hopping oil one foot, austaineil by two 
mmi; this onecarried in the arras of friends; 
that one hobbling along ou two sticks, 
jiicked up for tho occasion, that answc'red 
’ tor crub'hes. Some walked on bo.ard, with- 
I out help, with mutilated arms, hands, head, 
j neck, nose, ear, mouth, breast and eye. 

I The temporary berths in the middle of 
t tho hall wero first filled, then tho state 
rooms, then the floors, afterwards tho spa- 
ces on the outside of tho cabin — the hulies’ 
cidiiu was occupieil for (buieral Ilemson 
and another wounih'd ollicor — tho engine- 
room was next called into rcipiisition; thus 
the entire guards, the wood racks, cock- 
lofts, the Bjiaces under tho wheel-houses, 
and finally the Texas hall and sky light 
•leeks were ri’quireil to hold tho oOO man- 
' gleil beings who were seeking to escai>e 
di'jitli's door, by a passage on the I.aurtd 
Hill — numbers of whom were without blan- 
ket, without coat, without baggage, and 
almost .so/i.s ciiloltef, sans every thing, hav- 
ing left them for the benefit of tho rebels. 
Well, hen- was a field open for prompt ac- 
tion — “ ttic ojniit fixf. htc Uihoe ” — «mly this*6 
or four surgeons on board, minus surgical 
instnimimts, medical chests, eir in fact, any 
aiiplinuci's to make the wounded comforta- 
ble — off coat anil at it, was the won!. But 
who can ih-seribe the sufferings of tlii-se 
poor soldiers, most of whom Inul been 
thri'o ilays without n<mrishment or ,stti\n- 
tion, riding over a rough mail of 3.'i miles. 

AVe put to their )>arehed lips cups of 
milk ])uneh, wine and water, as their caso 
demanded, and oh, what heart-felt thunks 
would greet our ears: “(Jod bless you,” 
“That is worth “ How good and kind 
you arc." AA'hen tol 1 that their friends at 
home had furni.shed those things, tears 
would well up. their countenance brighten, 
and expressions of gratitude would fall 
from their quivering Iqis. One man said: 
“Little did 1 think that when I and wife 
were donating our mite in .Asht.sbula.Ohio, 
that I should be one of the recipients; 
God bless tho folks at home." 

AA'hile tho nurses and surgeons were 
dressing their wounds, we would inlminis- 
ter hot coffee, tea and chocolate, with a 
Boston cracker, and with what relish would 
they partake! Some whose tenth were shot 
out wero served with gruels and soups. 
I’ickles and vinegar were freely distributed; 
a small piece of soap was handed with a 
clean towel to him who was able to help 
himself; this man had a pair of drawers, 

' that one a clean shirt to replace their 
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l)!oo(lv ones; a swrot smi'llinp sliprt was 
j>li\cisl nndiT fills, a soft pillow or ciisliion 
uiiilor that; a warm cloan lOankft spread 
over tlifir persons appeared to rIvo them 
comfort, a coml> assisted their toilet, a Imok 
or imjier or pamphlet was given them to 
read, to begiiile the lonesome hour; some 
asked for pen and paper to address a liaaly 
line home, informing tho folks that they 
were among the living. 

5Iauy of tho oflieers, coming on hoard 
all worn down and covered with dust, after 
receiving a generous cup from the Sanitary, 
wonlil e.vfol in language not to ho misun- 
derstooiVtlie nicnihoni and friends of our 
institution. 

Your agent here, Mr. Edward Mitchell, 
stands lieiid and shoulders over all, posses- 
sing the esteem and good will of the anny 
and people. He chafes under a curb hit; 
he wants to administer free waters to idl 
the thirsty of the army. 

Jlr. iMitcliell writes from tlie same place 
five days later: 

Yours of hlth and loth received, also 
stt>res in generous quantities and with 
promiit dlsjiateli, by the Hattie Gilmore, 
111 eharge el Jlr. Foote, by the Laurel Hill, 
in charge of Mr. Edgerly, and just now bv 
Chateau, in charge of I’liilip. I thank 
yon for resiioiiding as you have done so 
promptly to tay n qiiests for stores. Edg- 
ei-ly tells me you directed him to return 
with the Laurel Hill. 

Most of the stores will he needed, and 
will he forwarded lus soon as transportation 
can bo procured to the front, with Mr. 
Foote iu charge, to reiiort to Mr. Stevens. 
:ilr. Barnard I sent uji on Saturday with 
all but a scanty sup|ily of stores I retained 
here, ui ea.se of emergency; he will return 
ii-s soon ns pos.sihle. Hr. Alexander will 
tell you how opportune was the arrival 
there of our little supply and oiir agents; 
the army and its oilieiids are grateful in- 
deed for what we have done and are doing. 
To-day seventy-five men have been given 
chan underclothes; some eame in with no 
socks, others no shirts, and yet others with 
no drawers on; the mimhor at the counter 
threaten to break tho bank before we are 
an hour older. No stores will come amiss 
here for a week to come at least. 

I think that a “Best” of some kind may 
become desirable in case of iiu advance at 
or beyond Grand JCeore. I would put Edg- 
erlv in cliarge, lUid let Sir. Foote report to 
Stevens iu the lield. Mr. Stevens 1 have 
not heard from siueo ho left on the Hag of 
truce expedition. 

Mr. Edgcrley says: 

Agreeable to your instructions, I, on Fri- 
day the loth instant, with stores as per in- 
voice, left New Orleans on the hospital 
transport Laurel Hill, for Alexandria, at 
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which point wo arrived on the morning of 
the 17th. After ileliveriiig to >fr. Keynolds 
the stores designed for the Home, and ro- 
aerving a few aiipplies for the use of tho 
aick and woimded on the lainrel Hill, I, at 
Jlr. .Miteliell's request, turned over to him 
the balance of the stores in my charge. Af- 
ter receiving on boanl some two luindred 
and fifty soldiers, sick and wounded, we, 
the same evening, left .■Uexandria for fliis 
city. Owing to the energy of Hr. McClel- 
lan, Surgeon ill charge, the 'Laurel Hill had 
been well tilted out with bunks, mattresses, 
rations, cooking urrangeraeiits, ,trc., which, 
witli the addition of Sanitary stores, fur- 
nished by the Commission, rendered the 
condition of patients on hom'd, very com- 
fortable, compared with that of those first 
brought to this cit.v from tho recent field of 
iietioii. As, has always lieen the case in 
every transport filled w ith sick and wound- 
ed, we found nil abundant opjmrtuuity to 
lend a helping hand, which we endeavored 
to do Viy the wav of dressing wounds, pre- 
paring cooling ilrinks, and siippl.viug many 
of the destitute with oomfortablo under 
clothing, for which more than one disabled 
soldier, with moisteiietl eyes and falU'ring 
voice said: “ God bless the dear ladies at 
home, and the Sanitary Commission. " Ar- 
riving in this city at an early hour this 
morning, the wounded men were jiromptly 
removed to the hospital, and the Laurel 
Hill, after undergoing a thorough cleansing, 
will return to Alexaiidria for another load 
of our wounded vcleraus. 



THE COMMISSION AND THE SUROEONS. 

Camp kiua Braki>t Stattom. Va., ) 
April CiA, J 

Dr. LdnOB 11. »nuK*R, * 

Chie/ Ituptctur^ Sanitary Comminion, 

.<4rmjr of Ihf J'utomac: 

Sm — My attention has been attracted by 
an article in the New York Ereninti I’nslot 
tho 1st inst., in which it is stated that cer- 
tain general ollieers of this army “ do not 
acknowledge that the Snnitaiy Coniniission 
has rendered any important service” iu this 
army. 

I regret much to see such an article pub- 
lisheil in an influential paper, as it does 
gross injustice to the Sanitary Commission, 
v^iich has rendered incalculable service to 
this army; ai^ any thing done to weaken 
the hamls of its friends, is an injury to the 
cause of humanity. 

I joined the Army of tho Potomac at 
Harri.Hou’s Landing in July, IKG‘2, and from 
that time to the present, have seen food, 
clothing and deliciieies, that could not 
otherwise be obtained, distributed liberally 
and imi>artiidly to wouuded, sick, and en- 
feebled soldiers; and, to my certain know- 
ledge, much suffering bos been alleviated 
aud prevented by the forethought and en- 
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ergy of the ngenta of the SaniUiyCommia- 
aion, in having eonatautly on iiniiil, ami 
accessible, sncli supplies os were most 
ncciletl. 

I have ilrawn, from the storchoiiHca of 
the Commission in the army, supplies for 
several ditl'ercnt regiments ami hospitals 
during that time, and have always found 
the agents of the Commission in possession 
of such supplies as were most needed, and 
ready to distribute them to the suflering, 
whether ollicers or enlisted men. 

I have the honor to be, 

Verj' respectfully, 

lour obedient servant, 

.T. X. Fltf.EMAH, 

Surjjton 106i/i ,V. Ii^fdntry. 



Ciwr Uth Bkot.. N J. Vols,, 

1st Ilsiu., 3u Div,. rtra C. A, P., ‘ 
April St*, 1S61. ' 

Da. Lewis H. Steisks: 



Deaii ,Srn— Having had my attention 
called to an article in the Xew York 
Krenini/ Pn»t of April 1st, ISfil, regarding 
the eftieii'iiey of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission, I beg to state, that during the 
marches the pa.st summer, when it has been 
very diilieult, or even impossible, to obtain 
sanitary attires for the sick in ambulanco 
trains, or even in hospitals, when estab- 
lished, I have never failed to obtain such 
stores as required by calling upon the Com- 
mission. Their supplies, always keeping 
with the train, were ever at hand. I wiU 
also state, that on several ocea.sions daring 
the piAst winter, I have called upon Mr. H. 
M. Hlazier, Sanitary Agent, .Ttl Coqis, for 
such articles as were reipiired in our regi- 
mental hospital, and could not be obtained 
clspAvhere, and have been promptly sup- 
plied. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. 8. Martin, 

Surpton lUh .V. J. V. 



from the stores of the Commission. In an 
enterprise of the magnitude of the Sanitary 
Commission, where its operations e.vtend 
over HO wide a field, it is not snriirising 
that errors and irregularities should creep 
in; but they are of minor importance, when 
compared with the great good accom- 
plislied. 

I am, doctor. 

Your friend, 

CIIAULE.S E. Cady, 

Surgeon, i;i64A Regt, iViM. Voft. 
To Dll, L£WTM n. 8TKIXKK. 

FStieet, \Va*hingion, P. C. 

The following, also, will not l*e out of 
.place here, though not from a Surgeon: 

BKAne^rATiTSM KMm Pex3tA. Voui.. 1 
Moahu Imuaxu.. 6. 0., aVdo. 15. 1)463. J 

Dr. MAiutfr, 

Intpechr Sanxtary Commiuion. 

Sib— I feel it a duty as well as a pleasure, 
to make some acknowiedgment for the many 
favors received from your tnily benevolent 
Commission, by the men of my command, 
during the ojieratious against Charleston. 
Since our arrival on Morris Island, in Au- 
gust, the men of my command have bean 
on duty almost continuously of the most 
hazardous character. The supply of vege- 
tables receiveil from the Commissary was 
totally iuailequate to meet the demands. 
Your Commission h.as kindly supplied to 
meet the delieicncies. We have been sup- 
plied almost daily with ice, and upon the 
return of the mmi from duty in the trenches, 
as they clustered around the barrel for 
their cups of ice water, the feeling of all 
was, OiHi ble.s8 the Sanitary Commission. 
Tru.sting that you may .still go on with your 
work, and that the men in other Depart- 
ments of the -Army may receive like ad- 
vantages, 

I remain, &o., 

Eiiw.Ano b. Ror.EBs. 

Maj.VHIh Vrnita. roll., 
Ci/mtn tndiiig HegimtnL 



138th Reot., Pxxxa. You., ) 

2d Buio., 3 d Div., fim Conn, J 
4U Mo. I8G4. ) 

De.uj Dottor— 'Mr. BUzier calleil upon 
me this morning, and exhibited an extract 
from n Kew York paper, which, in effect, 
stated that several of the prominent gen- 
erals of this army have dwlareil the Com- 
mission of no “ benefit in their depart- 
ments," Ac. What may have been the 
ground for this declaration, of course I 
know nothing; but being connected with 
the department in wliich the Commission is 
mainly intended to operate — i. e., among 
sick aud wounded — and having witnessed 
in so many instance^! its beneficiiU opera- 
tions, I must cordially bear my testimony 
in its favor. Not only have 1 witnessed 
these good effects in the field, but also in 
general hospitils. The sick of my own 
regiment have frequently been assisted 



UEPAB.\TION.S FOB THE C.tMP.UGN IN 
VIEOINTA. 

Dr. Steiner reports May 1st: 

Since sending in my rejEjrt for the 
quarter ending .April 1st, the operations 
of my department have boeu confined to 
the distribution of stores, os needs might 
arise, the organization of corps to meet the 
emergencies of the spring campaign, and 
the collection of suppUos at local depots for 
subseqaent use. lu the bustle and con- 
fusion consequent upon preparatious for 
active work throughout this wide field, it 
will bo impossible to furnish a very full re- 
port. What I have to give must be moro 
of a sketchy character timu in detail, I shall 
divide it into three portions, corresjxmding 
with the three distriots composing the d»- 
partment. 
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1 . T//^ Disfrirf. Si't*Ts 

command, from ( 'amfnTland fCn.-ihrardn. — 
Our oprr.iiiMii.s )u*n* wjto conimrnoetl by 

s (’. Harris as stab*<l in my last n*- 
port. nil tlio I'.Khof M.ircli, niul wore afU*r- 
warU Ko*uo\vhat inoro fully orjr.miztal nn- 
clnr tin* •liie<*tion of C^^l. A. H. whoso 

jn *vnms ]Kisifion as nno of (b*noral Sigrl’s 
oUcM'N. ivi' him spi'cial ailvnnhuc*'s. Tlio 
fiillnst pr>vih‘p‘H \v«* (HHilil u-sk wmv j^nuitod 
by tin* (ioiK*nil rnmimimlin^. ami it was 
hopisl that tlu* labors «»f (*ol. Potoii wouhl 
coiitiimo of avail to the (%»mmi^.shm, but 
the ln-}»lth of his father, J\Iaj. (bn. Poteii, 
of Hanover, (lermany, reqniriujf him to 
visit ( o rnmny, he resigned his jmsition. ami 
his re>ij;imtnm was aeeeptisl on the Hith of 
April. C'ol. Oeorpe A. Miihleok, (formerly 
Col. ";M I'lU VoI.,)late uttaeheii to the 1st 
Army (‘or]>s, ns Kelief A^cnt, has been ap- 
p()inteil Superintendent. Col. M., is, how* 
<'ver. now absent, in eon'*eqiience of sickness 
in Ins family, ami Mr. Harris, the Acting 
Superintemh'Mt. 

The Rtort'houso established at Haq>or's 
Ferry is hu’ated in one of the Government 
buildings, which was placed at our disp<»Kal 
by tiu; Commamliup (ieneral, ami has been 
lvei>t pretty well sujjplied with stores fnmi 
^Va^hingt<>n. The ollirers of this district 
are exceedingly courteous, nnd well dis- 
posed towanis the (.’ummis.sion. Every 
facility h»Ls been extemhal to mnko onr 
work etrective nnd nseful. Mr. Koberts 
is the migratory agent along the rail* 
roa<l, nml will most likely aeeoinpany the 
rx]>edithm of Gen. Sigi I to Winchester. 
Mr. Harris act.s as Ii<>'piinl Visit(»r in the 
region arnuml Harjicr's Ferry, where most 
of the ho->pitals are aggreg ite<l. Tht‘sc gen* 
tl ' Tncn have been oidv asugned to duty 
witiiin tlie last few days, but have shown 
aji earnestness which gives me the right to 
expect good work from llu ni. 

It may be w'oll to .state tha- Mrs. I'oten, . 
having aet» d a.savolmileer aid at onr depot 
in the Fcny for H<>nie we*‘ks, i< anxious to 
cvmtinuu in that cMpaeitv dm itig Cad. 1\>* 
t<*u’s abs«‘nce from the eouiiiry. If arrange* 
Dienti can hi? made to retiin !u>r services, 
xve slml! <lo so. 

2. The Mida'/e Di.'itn'fi — An;’ / of the Po~ 
(1^7(1^ -^F\e!d HfUef CoyjtA . — . anno slight 
chniges have been made in th icoqis since 
my last report. Charle.s S. Jh’.'s was tran.s* 
ferred on the 2lst t>f April t » the E. Vn. 
C'urps. HelaU liowidl was apj anted Kelief 
Agent on the liith ultimo, an I William K. 
Marsh on the 2dtli. Mr. Jolm>on returned 
to duty on the *20th, and rcsm.ieil liis posi- 
tion as Superintt ndent. 

In ndditiou to their ordiiuiry duties of 
vlsUing regiments, the Kolief .Agentii have 
been actively inigagcd in g.- ting W4agons 
and teams re:uly for the appr >aching cam- 
paign. Ill this work Captaiii Iliu’ris h;is 



been laboring with his usual zeal and tldel- 
ity. Five wagons, stout, strong nnd siib- 
stantial, with good four-hors<‘ teams, and 
well snppHcil with assorte«l supplii*s, are 
now' with the army on the march. The two 
superintendaiits accompany them, and will 
lend assistance wherever it may be needed 
in tlie work. Great care has been taken to 
make the Sanitary oiittit of such a clmraeter 
ns will enable the agents to Mijiplemeiit tho 
stores wliich the Medical Department take 
w’ilh them. The medical stores carried by 
the army in the present campaign exceed 
by far iho.so e.irried in previous campaigns. 
Tlie«e are so liberal in the tith Corps, that 
its Medical Dirc«'tor, Dr. Holman, declined 
giving hi.s consent or jiermission for a San- 
itary wagon in his hospital tniin. lie claims 
that he has stores siilliciently large to sup- 
ply live thousand men for live days. Should 
he sucei’cd in providing for the wants of 
his wounded without extra a.ssistan«’e. he 
will have acquired a reputation i>f which 
any Mtslical Director iniglit be proud; 
sliouM \u) fail, the country will not be like- 
ly to overlook his disregard of that assist- 
auee which was fre«*ly oU’ered liim. It is well 
to add, that I have been informed that all 
the medical olliecrs of the 3d Division. Gth 
Corps, have entered an urgent apj*licalion, 
approved by Gen. Kickeths, that a Sanitary 
wagon might accomjiauy them. 

The breaking up of our station, familiarly 
called tho “ Sheborg,” by tho Field Kelief 
C<jrps, at Knimly, closes a four mouths of 
good honest work by this Corps, — of work 
which has brought tliocomfortsof ourstor«‘S 
to liimdrods and thousands of the sick ami 
HUll'ering; tho advantages <if a lodge and recit- 
ing place to over a tliousjiml wav-worn ami 
exhausted st^Uliers and their fnends. and iv 
jilace of resort for all who wwhed help and 
as>>ist:mco, in iulditioii to that furnished by 
tho ri’gular army aupplios. There is a his- 
toric iutere.st about tho old house, which 
formi’d the centre of our quarters, that will 
make it of special attraction hereafter to 
tho.»o who have derived bem*lU therefrom, 
as well as to the laborers who have faith- 
fully worked under directions, and with 
stores issued from it. 

With the view of meiding tlie wants of a 
large battle, on the l.'Vtli of April last I pre- 
pared a list of artich’s presumed to Ik> neces- 
sarj% on the basis of t<'ii thousand wounded. 
I suggested that these stores should be lioUl 
in depot, subject alone to orders for tho 
coming exigency. The .4»Roeiate Secretary, 
w'ith great promptness and rcjulincss, for- 
wanled a recpiisition for tho same, ami I 
am ]»leiuscd to know that we have the ma- 
terials in the storehousofl with which relief 
can be brought to the needy and suffering. 
The only problem to be solved is, “ Uow 
shall tran.sportation be secured to the i>oint 
where tho need exists?” Shonld the battle 
take place w'ithin reach of car trausporta- 
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tion, we have the aasnrance, freely given, 
of tlio Provost Mm sluil General of the Army 
of tliO Potomac, that a car, or cars, will be 
placeil at onr disposal. Should the new 
base of supplies bo on the water, it will be 
absolutely ueee.ssary that wo have u boat at 
our dispo.sal, so o.s to allow us imh*peudent 
meaiiH of tmiiHjwrtation. This subject de- 
serves the most careful study and prompt 
action, if the conclusion be arriwtl al to 
pnicuro a bout. It may be well to state, 
that the iudieulions now justify tlie opinion 
that the railroad will deserted. It is 
true that some three Imndnul empty cars 
have bivn sent to tlie front, — these may ho 
intended to bring in to Washington the 
woiiiiihMl and pri.soners from the lir.st en- 
gagement, or to transport a portimi of a 
corps. In any case, it Is evident that t!n» 
intention of the military authorities is not 
to rebiin the wounded in the field, Imt to 
transport to Washington iw speedily a.s 
jwssihle. 

Notwithstanding the views contained in 
the preceding ]>uragraph, 1 have deemed it 
well th.it a corps of ready and. to a eertaiii 
extent, traiui'd workers should bo formed, 
who.se duties should be bi take charge, so 
long as supplementary lUHsistancc* is uei*d- 
ed on any of the sanitanr’ work. It is 

proposed that they, umler a proper super- 
inU'udent, should suhordinutti all their 
work to the wishes mid orders of inedieal 
ofiioers, ainl their duties are expressly 
stab'd to he non interference with, hut aid 
to the lutt<*r in athirding Ti*lief and comfort 
to the suhhring. After due cunsyllatiou 
with the Associate Secretary, and an ex- 
pression of approval, the Ifoii. Frank lb 
Fay, of Ohelseu, Miiss., whose naiuo has 
almost been the synonymo for honest, con- 
scientions, loving eare of our sick and 
woundtnl in the hospitals, aftc»rall our large 
battles in the East, wa a]>pointed. The 
Auxiliary Iti lief Corps will consist of some 
volunteers, who have engaged to give up 
the comforts of homo and family for this 
grand work of charity, and twenty-fonr 
theological students from Princeton and 
New York, who have applied for p<»sition 
in the same; belh.*ving that it was a duty 
tK‘culiarly fitting for those who have the 
holy ministry in view, to adiniui.ster to the 
needy, tml the hungry, clothe the naked, 
and smooth the pillow for the dying. 

Mr, Fay is licre now, an<l has entered 
upon the duties of fitting his corps for the 
field with an alacrity and zeal that demon- 
strates the fact that he is the man for the 
place, and his corps show a spirit that 
sntisfij^ U.S their enlistment in the cause 
will redound to the benefit of the Commis- 
sion and the good of the soMiers. is 
meeting them at sbib-d hours ibiring the 
day. and imi>.irtiug, from the rich stores 
of his own personal experience, such in- 
structions as will divest them of the igno- 



rance which marks all Hew men endojivor- 
ing to act as nurses. 

With these two corps, the Field Relief 
Corps — moving irith tlie army, the Auxiliary 
Relief (!orps — reidy t<i do work whenever 
the emergency 4lemunds it, and as so«)ii as 
the field of its operations can b<» j^uched, 
— with a vast accumulation of stores at our 
depots ready for use, — with the scciiriiig of 
siicli traiisjsu'tation a.s may bo pra«rtieable 
or attainable, — the Comm)s.^ion may safely 
say it has left no stont? unturned to mako 
the way open for the full pcuforiu inco of 
its duty. Whatever be tlie result, tho 
Chief Inspector feds that all ofi'orts will 
have been made, as fur as human juilgmeiit 
can aid, to bo prepared for the eiuerj^encv. 
Oo<l grant ns the means of doing all Ho 
has put it in our hearts to do for our suf- 
fering soldier.s! 

d. TJit‘ 71. 

F. ('omni'tnd — Mr. it. Cecil Nevin 

has fitted himself f»)i* his duties as relief 
agent, in charge of the depurtm- nt of 
Norfolk, with ctmimendable alaeritv and 
))rotnptncss. His rejKirts — ilatt*d April 9, 
Id, 2d .and d9 — sliow an iiicreu'^iiig lituess 
for, and execution of, tlie duties a<signed 
him. The Norfolk Rr‘lief Cor]>s at present 
consists three geiitlcinon. 

Tho amount of .stores kept in sirn'k hero 
hii-s bMcii largely increased of late, in order 
to meet the wants of au army whieh has 
boon <*ollectii)g for Foino time x>ast at or 
n«;ar Yorktowu, on tho Peninsula. Finding, 
some two weeks since, that it would bo 
neeessary to have a sep.irab? urg uiization 
with this army, I pri»ceedeil to urgaiii/.e tho 
Peninsula Relief Corps. This, witli various 
changes and mu4lifications requinsl hy the 
demands of this array, consists at jire.sout 
of tt*n gentlemen. 

Some (»f these are on the field, and 
the others are on their way thither. An 
order, dated May 4, separates this dis- 
tri**t from my departm<*ut, and places it 
und<T the supervision of Dr. A. McDonald, 
Sanitiry Tuspoctor. I part with it with 
great r»‘gret, as, under much dilHculty, a 
sy.stmnatic orgauizalion of the Noi toll; work 
hsul been ellccted during the p ist 'viut^r, 
and a similar result wiw beitig attained for 
tho p4*iiinsuU Cori>s; but Hu* selection of 
Dr. ^IcDnnuld a.s the imm-’diate chief iti- 
8poct4)r on tho ground, will ensure tho 
gnsitest ]»osHihle «ueces.s to the wiU'k of tho 
Commissio!!, and will ona\)le him t<» car^ 
out his own nohlo and earnest desire to aid 
tho hearts’ desires of the peoi)le of our great 
nation. 



IiwuoM mailo Uy the IlfUof Cer|>*, .\rmy of Iho Poto* 

ma<*, dtirlMK the month* of January, Fchniary aud 
Maridi. isiu: 

4ili 0>tt(»u KtH'ka, 



I.IU4 Iksl Tirk*. 

l:k> Cuxhfona, 
1.37S PilloWN, 

2,4'J2 Pillow 
716 Ihllow Ticka, 
7JJ gtUiU), 



3.4.VI hi». k«. pairs 

UJ4 bolUeH Itmudy, 

3.601) ib*. t’otid'd .Uilk. 
lb*, i'oni Starch, 
Iba. Fariita, 
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1.3S.S Shrolp. 

pri K]Nxtna, 

2,37rt Tnw< li«, 

3W Tin I*anH. 

Wooli'Q DmwrrB, 
1,10'i IIiuiilkrrchn>ffl. 
1,770 Mitt. nn. 

8,inK Witolt n Sblrtfl, 



697 bnttlon JelUcB k Pn** 

fWTVfrt. 

100 n.». HuUFi^h, 

600 lb#, Supmr. 

hot. Koffijm win<*, 

49K Iwit#. WliirdA: liq’m, 
NtMnllr Ikiului, 

1&4 Ib#. Kfutp. 
l,A0n F4)Tel«ii>o«. 



ItctifM muir from ■ton'lioti#.' of r. 8 . 8 «nitAry Coniui#* 
6ion to trtv.im fn.m nimbfilAiul. M«l.. faxlwanU tn 
Monnrarv, during niouUiB uf Januar}’, Februair, and 
Uarih. lisM: * 



3 M Woolrn Shirti, 
97k ]>niW4>rK, 

97 :t I'dluw#, 

ISK lbs. t'hocolate. 
16 »» lb#. Com SLar»'h, 
940 ran# Bt-H SbX'k, 
30(1 lbs. Oatmeal, 

931 Ibfi. Sugar, 

99 <» Ib dtl. k«, 

116 IMaukrt#, 

170 ruahlou#. 

91*9 Hllow Caat'A. 
l«l •• Ticks, 

62U Towels, 



37i Cotton Iirawors, 
3-^4 “ Kbirts, 

142 Sllpwr*, 

3S6 W.Huen Scwks, 
25 Ibi*. Am>xT(K'l, 
344 Nw-iPr CaNcs, 
KiO Tin Platee, 

77 Shift#. 

74 can# Tomatoea, 
2,7.50 KnvelojH'B, 
lUH oan# Milk. 

300 Hsudki rri.icfs, 
loo Lyo 8bad»-v, 

192 bbla. Farina. 



Issur# HMble from #toreboafl<‘ at 7?or.tnIk, Va.. during 
znouUia of JanuaiT, FcbruaiT. and March, 1.K64: 



307 WooIpd Khirta. 

619 ” Drawers, 

144 bidties Brandjr, 

99K lb#. Farina, 

SH jar# Jcll.r, 

121) galU. Mcktrs, 

72 boitb'H Jam. Hum. 
15G •* Wine, for’n, 

442 lb#. Kuirar, 

9S0 Hcdtlck#, 

660 Jlllow t'asc«, 

432 SUpixm, 

935 Wuok-D Bock#, 



72 hottU-# Bay Bum, 

100 Quill#. 

69 lK>ttlc# C»*h>gTic, 

9.37fi Note I'aiH-r, 

197 ran# Ik cf SUn k, 

300 Tin Cups, 

JlHrt Sheet#. 

2,.'iU0 Knv. lopca, 

240 cauM Milk, 

50 

12 botlb # Spirits C4inip‘r, 
100 Tin L'aaius. 



to l)i>ar the riile home. 51. C. Rend, while 
he Ims nil eje to nil imrts of the work, wan 
nt the time of my vi.sit much oeciipicd with 
the hirfre hospitul ffurdcns. Two hundreil 
acres, iiichidiiif' forty acres of Tiiieyard, 
will soon he phmted. Thi.s land h.nd to bo 
fenced and )ilowed. The sci’il and many 
garden implcmonta were furnished hy tho 
Commission by purchase; but many more 
iinpleiiients were obtained by order of 
Gen. Thomas from the abandoned farms 
in tlie vicinity, most of which, williiu five 
or six miles, were vi.sited for that pur- 
pose. 

Tlie land selected is of ('xcollent (piality, 
and we have reeson to expect a yield snfll- 
cient to supply all tho wants of the hos- 
jiitals in tho vicinity, nt a time when vege- 
tuhles cannot be obtiiimnl from tlie North. 

The hospitals I found in an improved 
condition. Jinny of tho sick have been 
removed, and several hosiutals have been 
brirken up since my last visit. The Gen- 
eral Field rio.spitai, in charge of C. E, 
Ryrno, Ass’t Snrg. U. 8. A , on April oth, 
contained 5o.5 patients, including the sniall- 
j«)X ward, which had !i!i. Tire mortality 
had been large, 113 deaths in March, in- 
cluding all cases, refugees and' negroes, as 
well ns soliliera. Total number of cases 
treated was ii.'tO. There were white sol- 
diers remaining sick the ln.st of Ftdiruary, 
407 — wounded 71; admitted during Marcli, 



A Viirioty of articles issued in smaller 
quantities are omitted from the above list. 



THE IKXSPn’ALS AND SAXri'ARY .STA- 
TIO.NS IN TKNNESSm. 

Dr. Read gives the following account of 
a tour of ins])ection ho has just made: 

Soon after my last rejjort I left Nashville 
for the purpo.se of visiting the different 
posts of tlie Commission in this dejinrt- 
ment, and the hospitals and cainjis in their 
vicinity. Mint I might learn the condition 
of the soldiers, what Government is doing 
to supply their wants, the effieieiicy of the 
work of the Commission, and what sup- 
plies are most needed for present and fu- 
ture use. 

I first visited Chattanooga, where I found 
our agents working iqi to tlieir full strength. 
Tlie store-room, in charge of M. 1). ISart- 
lett, was clean, and all the goods arranged 
in order. Mr. Rr.rtlett is kind, eourteou.“, 
ptitieiit, ready to investigate carefully every 
call for help, and is eminently qualified for 
Lis place. 

The Hospital Vi.sitor there. Rev. Prof. 
Hosford, is well received, and is a valuable 
member of the Coinmi.ssion. 

Dr. Haxen, Special Relief Agent of the 
Coinmi.ssion, has gone home on furlough 
on account of ill-health. 

Jlr. Worth, the Transi>ortation Agent, 
is sick, and will leave ns soon as he is able 



sick, 400, wounded, til. Returned to du- 
t}', 2011; sent tn otlier hospiUls, 128; fur- 
loughed, discharged, 2; died, 78; re- 
maining .sick, 140 — wounded, 4‘1. 

Home of tho principal diseases were ns 
follows: small pox, tW cases; varioloid, 19 
—of these there were 13 deaths; measles, 
70, and 29 deaths; infinmmation of tho 
lungs 39, and 1.5 deaths. No scurvy. 

U. S. Colored Troojw — number treated 
during March, 10.'); returned to duty, 1!»; 
sent to other hisspitals, 2; died, 23; re- 
maining sick, D1 ; wounded, 4. 

Citizen omiiloyces treated during tho 
month, .53; returned to duty, 19; sent to 
other hospitals, 19; died, 0; nminining, 9. 

Nc special wants, except vegetables, in 
this hospital, the surgeon having siqqilicd 
many delicacies, and many others wore 
drawn from the Commission. 

l‘reparutions are being made to build 
hospitals on liookont Jlountain. The OIH- 
eers' Hospital has been removed there. 
Gen. Thomas advised mo to make a gar- 
den also on the top of the monnf.iiu, us he 
thought it would lie very convenient, and 
the land could he made to produce well hy 
sending up fifty or a hundred loads of ma- 
nure. I mention this to show that ho was 
ready to give all ueee.ssarv n.s.sistauce. 

The troops in the field were in bettor 
oomlition than in .Tannary or February. 
There was less scurvy, whicli very many 
surgeons assured mo was due to the vego- 
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tables receivisl from tlio Commission. I 
made nn effort to obtain the amount of 
fresh veiretables issued by the Commis.sa- 
ries, and, from the statements ri-eeived, I 
jndno that but few rations have reached the 
soldiers for the last six months; not mueh 
more, in the aRgrepate, than was sold to 
the officers of regiments. Home regiments 
h;ul not received one full ration of vi-geta- 
bles since the Iwittle of Chickamnu.ga, ex- 
cept wliat had been furnished by the Com- 
mission. 

The camps that I visited were well po- 
liced and the men well clothed. The lith 
U. H. Colored Trooiis were commamled by 
Col. Thomas Morgan. The regiment was 
organized February, 1S<U, and nn March 
1st contained l.OtH) men, including officers. 

Fisher W. Ames is surgeon. T did not 
see him; bnt the colonel informial me that 
the soldiers had all been .sysUunatically 
vaccinated. The camp was beautifully laid 
out, streets and ditches clean; everything 
in as goo<l condition as any other regi- 
ment. Indeed, the camp was a model of 
order and ueatne.ss, and the black man, as 
he stood erect, l>earing the arms ami dre.s.s- 
ed in the uniform of onr country, bore 
witness to a reilecmed manhoml. 

Upon consultation with Ur. I’erin, Med- 
ical Director, I telcgrapln'il onr agent at 
llridgeport to break up camp and bring 
his teut.s anil all the goods to Chattanooga, 
which he did; at the same time it was 
thought best to continue the dejiot at Ste- 
venson. t)u my subsegueiit visit at Ste- 
vensou I found everything in most exi‘cl- 
Icut condition. Mr. Win. A. Hiitliffe, the 
agent, has not ht>en liberally furnished 
with good.s, but had improved his time in 
attending to their careful distribution, and 

reparing comfortable quarters, which ho 

ael accomplishcil with no expense and 
very little help; his accommodations for 
himself and others show, to great advan- 
tage, how much can be done by ingenuity 
and industry. I vi.sited with him the bur- 
ial ground, for the pur|)ose of obtaining a 
li.st of the dead, butilid not suecceil to any 
great extent; if one was kept, it was by the 
undertaker, whose laioks were in Hunts- 
ville. 

I sent to him to obtain the list, which, if 
obtained, I will forward to you promptly. 
1 found graves, fourtt'en in number, en- 
closeil by a light railing, two of which were 
marked a« follows: Joseph tiiltU'john, Co. 
H, l.'tth Ohio, died .July 7th, l.'SiVi, and 
Ismic .Johnson, Co. D, (list Ohio, died .July 
30, 1302. No others were marked. These 
were uudoubU'dly withOeq. Mitchell when 
he m.mle his advance there. 

The “Home,” in .Stevenson, established 
by (rovernment, is in charge of Capt. Park 
Wheeler, li'Jth N. Y. Daring the return 
of troops to and from their homes, he has 
fed about 1,000 per day; lodging about 300 



each night, while about lOfi have been com- 
pelled to sleep in the open air without cov- 
ering. He has n.'ceived bed-sacks, com- 
forts, candlesticks, sconces, and other arti- 
cles of furniture from the Commissiuu. as 
well a-s a liberal share of vegetitbles to feed 
his men. He wants several other artiules, 
which I informed him would be furnished 
on a proper onler. 

Pronii.sing Mr. Sutliffe a more liberal 
supply of stores, I went on to Huntsville. 
There 1 found but onetleneral Hospital, in 
charge of J. H. Early, 17th Iowa, with one 
assistant, and no lack of co.iks and nurses. 
There were .Y1 ])atienla. In the same build- 
ing, mentioned in my last report as the 
“ Calhoun House, ” in which one of the pa- 
tients said, “ we have a good house, but 
that is all; nothing good bi e.at, and hard 
beds,” they now have comfortable beds, the 
surgeon remarking, ‘‘Sanitary has given 
to ns all the comforts, ami w ithout them wo 
should be comfortless.” 

The rooms of the Commi.ssion, in charge 
of Mr. May and Mr. Norton, are well kept, 
bnt at the time of my visit, they had few 
goods, mill the calls for help wore freipicnt. 

The Western Sanitary Commission have 
a room next door, and seeimsl to have a 
better suiiply, yet not near enough for the 
demand. 

Iteturning- to Nashville, I visited Mur- 
freesboro, .April 13, where are six hospitals, 
one for small. pox, and one for contrabaiids, 
conbiiiiiug 7(10 patienta in all, with the 
prospect that the number will be increased 
rather than diminished. 

llev. Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Hogue arc 
doing all that could reasonably be a-sked of 
any man; Mr. Kennedy co-operating with 
the Post Chaplain, with him visiting the 
hospitals, and often preaching for him on 
invitation. The hospital garden in Mur- 
freesboro’ is mueh larger than last year, 
anil, under the care of .John Harmon, the 
same gardener, is even in better condition. 
It is mostly planted. Peas, onions, lettuce, 
liects, cabbage, ic., were up, and gave pro- 
mise of an abundant and early harvest. 

. The hospihils in Nashville remain aliout 
the same as at my last report. The num- 
ber of sick is (.April ‘JO) 4,2.S3, in charge of 
Surgeon Clendeiiuin, .Assistant Medical Di- 
rector of the department. The .small-iK>x 
hospital is much better for the accommo- 
dation of the patients than the old one, aud 
the mortality is less. 

There are t»>n hundred and forty-three 
vacant beds. There are also four hundred 
and twenty-seven contrabands in hospital, 
about one-half of them soldiers. 

The soldiers in thetlehl are well clothed, 
and have no lack of good food, except fresh 
vegetables. Hut few of these, compared 
with the deimiud, are yet furnished; as 
proof, I select one letter from many of 
similar import: 
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WlUTF^inF, Tf>K.. April 12, IN’,*. 
SanUary Commitsion, AdjAnV/<, T'*n.: 

(>\ir conmuuitl is Mifl'orinp much forwniit 
of vopctahlcs. I hnvo nmilc cv«*n- cflort 
throu(.'h our counni^snrij'H, nml tlirouph 
Tour npeuts at Bridproport atul Chattaiion- 
ga. t<i (ditaiii them, hut m» far in Tuin. \Vc 
report twenty to fifty eases of Fcurvy from 
two rcgiiiM iits alone, and those cuhcs arc 
on the incienso. If you ran send me direct, 
or tlirou^h your agents, a few barrels of 
potatoes and onions, you will much oblige, 
Your oh’t serv’t, 



Tlio great obstacle in the way of funiish- 
ing a supply is want of tninspoiintion, the 
demand for w lii<‘h is urgent from all points 
of the army, and we are obtaining perhaps 
our full share. 

The eommamh'r at Knoxville telegraphs: 
“Send vegetables in preference to other 
commisHnry stores.” Dr. iVrin, the faith- 
ful Medical Director of the Army of tlie 
Cumberland. i»romiHe8 to aid us in procur- 
ing transportation for all we can lurnish. 
Dr. Kitto, who ha.s n cently iiispectiMl the 
Htli and 15th Army Corps, assure.s me that 
the great want i.s fre.sh vegetuhles, although 
there are but few well marked cast's of 
scurvy. 

They arc now going forward quite freely; 
on the 20th, five car loads; on the 21st, 
seven; and. in addititm to the order to give 
us at least two ears daily. Captain Lyttle 
has promised to loud two for Buhiski, and 
two for Deeatiir, which will be distributed 
by ISIrs. Biekerdyke ami Mi*s. Dorter. 

Having forwarded the large amtmnt of 
vegt'tables now ht‘re, and on the way, we 
niu.st next tuni our attention to securing 
in Chuttanooga a large amount of reservt'd 
battle stores, and obtain for them, if poj-si- 
b!e, from that ]»ost, transportation. This 
will be the most dillieult part of our work. 
We 6aum*t i)rr«cure teuni.s, or feed them, 
without difliculty, if indeed it can he done 
at all, iDde])en(iciitly of the (loverument 
oflicer.s. And iii>on consultation with Cen. 
WrdKster, (.b n. 8lienmiirs chief of staff, to 
whom we are tinder many obligations for 
])ast favors, 1 have decided to ilepend on 
Government, and to oiler to each medical 
director of divisions one wagon load of such 
stores ns lie may select, in additii>n to all 
tln» medical supplic.s he is permitted to take, 
to go forward jus .sanitary stores. 

In conelnsioii, I have the idejVHure of as- 
suring you thsit the work ot the Commis- 
sion is vastly incit'ased, ami, so far as 1 can 
judge, is prosperous in all d«*partrnents. 

XhiTe are several Medical lu.si>ectt)rs in 
the Department, who report. t<i l)r. Doug- 
las, but Drs. Castleman and Parker have 
rendered mo essential service in obtaining 
full statements from many hrigiules of tlie 
amount of vegetables issued by the Govern- 
ment, 



There is not a General Hospital in the 
Department that is not visited often by 
one of our hospital visitors. 

Th(* HjM cial relief agents are constantly 
cm]>!oyed, and limb and often relieve, every 
variety’ of Miffering. 

Mothers coming for their children, wives 
seeking their sick husbnndK, are helped on 
their way; soldiers furloughed and dis- 
charged. are helped on their wav to the 
homes tliey are so anxious t<i rrnefi. Or a 
little girl comes and a.sks, “Where is my 
father?” Agent answers, “ Don't know;” 
she replies. Well, you ought to, you must 
have seen him; he wears Co. O., Khl Indi- 
ana, on his cap.” Poor girl, she wu.s not 
licnnitted to go to her fatln-r. 

The Home in Nashville has been over- 
crowded. but is admirably managed by 
Capt. BiiWlon. 

In addition to the one e.stnblished by 
Government at Chattanoogjv, which is 
only common barracks, one is needed there 
to ri'ceive the sick, discharg<‘d, ami fur- 
loughed soldiers wlio are sent back from 
the advance, and compelled to remain there 
awaiting traiispoHatiun. I liopo to be able 
to secure Bomi* better accommodations for 
them. 

The trans]H>rtation agents arc taxed to 
their utmost in order to secure transporta- 
tion where tlu re is so much competition, 
and w here success V(*ry much dejicnds upon 
]M*rHomd cITort, even where the most liberal 
orders are maintained; but with all the dif- 
liculties, vegetables arc' be ing sent forward 
liberally, and I lu»j)e by securing a largo 
6iij)ply of reserv’e stores, to be in readinesa 
for impending movements. 

Mr. Boot, our Ilospibil Visitor at Nash- 
ville, also writes us follows on llie condition 
of the triw)]>s encamped iu»ar that city, and 
the contribution of store.s amongst them by 
the C«nnmi8.sion in Jan. and Feb. last: 

The number of men in these regiment*?, 
the number of sick and the eharaeter of 
tlieir diseases, and tlio eondition of the 
eampa, 1 sttited in a former re}>ort. The 
regiments that were stationoil here for the 
time alHjve sjM citied, were from Ohio, In- 
diana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Mis- 
souri. Kentucky, and Tennes.sce; bositlca 
detachments from other States. In many 
of them were regimental hospital.s, and in 
all of them sick soldiers, under treatment 
by regimental surgeons. From the com- 
manding oflicers jiiid Hurgcims of theso 
regimenls 1 obtained information of the 
WKuU of their men in camp, and hsivo from 
time to time furnished them with such 
saiiituiy supjjlies ns were rcijnired. 

From my In qiient visits to their onraps, 
I know that the supjilies furiiisJicd wero 
faithfully n]>]died; and the olhet I's and 
boldicrs iu many of tlum have voluntarily 
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tiuitod in lotters of llmiiks to the Aid 
S<x*i<?tic8 niul lotlioa of the Northern States, 
for the Riipplios received thronjjh their 
af^oney. •Those lettei*H 1 have forwarded 
to yon, and many of tliem are puldish«*d 
in a Mippleweljt to the Sonitaru 

If any one donhts the pood that is done 
ihrouph tlie U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
let him read the etlusiouR of thankfulness 
from the warm hearts of onrpnllaut s«>ldiers. 
Testimony to the same elVeet could he liad 
from thousands more, if it were desir<Ml. 

The following articles, from tlie U. S. 
Sanitary Conimissioii, were distributed 
amonp the soldiers of the repiraents around 
Nashville, diirinp the mouths of Januarj' 
and February, 

Bhuikets, 4‘2; comforts, 158; Iw'dticks, 02; 
pillows, 121; pillow cases. 2451; sheets, 212; 
shirts, DOS; drawers, 072 )>airs; towels. 5ss; 
socks, 0;10 pairs; slippers, pairs; mittens, 
150 |mirs; fruit, 351 cans; condensed beef, 
134 cans; dried fruit, 5.8(KI lbs. ; groceries, 
855 lbs. , Kueh as farina. Ac. ; wine and spirits, 
272 bottles; condensed milk, 4 h cans: apple 
butter, 88 palloiis; pickles, 512 pailoits; 
kraut, 2.150 pallons; potatoes, r»23 bushels, 
oniotiK, 231 bushels; ale 10<5 gallons; green 
a))ples, 14 bushels; crackers, 012 lbs.; tea, 
5<t lbs. ; sugar, 370 lbs. Besides a variety 
of smaller artieles. 

The snpplio.s furnished to State agencies 
from thoth H. Sanitary (Commission, which 
are considerable, are not included in tho 
above list of articles distribute<l. The 
greatest need 1 found to exist among the 
regiments from Ivust Tennesst'o. The men 
of thc*se regiments have been coiupelhsl 
carry ou a dcHiillory warfare with tlie rebels, 
many months before Geu. Burnside reach- 
ed Jvnoxvillc. 

They had sulTered every thing but the 
loss of their lives und lienor. Their prop- 
«»rty Iiad been pluudcrcil or <lestroyed, and 
they had been driven from their hom*^, to 
iliu) shelUTaml a precarioiLs aubsisleuce in 
the mountains. 

AVheii prot4‘ction came, they rallied un- 
der the federal Hag, with brave ln*arts, but 
in a weak and exhausted bcxlily condition. 

Owing to the.se circumstances, sicknesB 
bad he«ni mon* fatd among them, than 
among the men of other regiments. In 
talking iipmi tliissubjcet with J)r. Mitchell, 
the Surgeon of the H)2d Ohio regiment of 
infantry, whose o.imp was near them, and 
who Imd often visited them when sick, ho 
remarked, that when any of them had a 
Bi"vt re attack of diKoase, they were sure to 
die. not only for the re;iHon above mention- 
ed, but for another reiison which he stated, 
to tills elTwt: they have no home, no pleas- 
ant future in anticipation; the mothers, and 
sisters, wives and daughters, of many of 
them, have jicrished; w hile those that sur- 
vive are houseles.s wanderers, within the 
rebel lines, from whom no tidings can be 



had, nr pining and starving amidst the des- 
olations of their once happy country. 

Such is the picture that ccuitinually jiro- 
sents its4'lf before the minds of the Hast 
Tennessee soldiers; and when disease seizes 
tij>on them, it Ls no wonder that it should 
prove fatal, uggruvnted, as it must be, by 
siekiu'ss of heurt that no medicine can cure, 
i The U. S. Saiiitaiy Commission has done 
I for them what it could, and I have the sat- 
I isfaction of knowing it hc-s done very much 
; to relieve their MilTi rings. 



HOWES AND LODGE.S. 

NASHVILLE. 

During tho fonrwe« ks ending .tpril 30. 1.750 
snMiers have Ins-n ridiuittod fnmi Iwenty-lonr 
<lirter»*iit Stuti-’s; 4.807 lodgings h»vo been fur- 
nished. and JH,.j 25 •meals. Trai)sjx>rUtion has 
been furnished for 1.314; and pay, to tho 
aniuant uf 328.04, has Ik‘cu drawn and paid 
over. 

MEuniis. 

At the Tjod-xc at Memphis there have been 
admitted, during the four weeks ending May 
1st, 1.414 men. from twenty different States; 
4,3-so meals were furnished, and 1.183 loi.lgiog8. 
XmnsportatiuQ was procured for 117. 

CAMP NELSON. 

TXio following is a stat-nient of tho opr^ra- 
tions of tho Homo at this Post, for the month of 
.\pril, 18<H. 

The mic4*rtain destiny of Camp Nelson for the 
past month, seems t<i have siiNpendefl its usual 
oper.itious. and also to have directed trade and 
travcUeiH from tho (’amp. 

However, Camp Nelson is not now the scene 
of the gigantic biiHinoKs w'hich it once was, eon- 
sequently, wo have to reiwirt a smallor number 
of inmates of tho Home for tho month of April. 

Number of Imlgings for the month of April, 
2. IHI. Namlx^r of meals for tho month of .\priL, 
7,455. 

On the Hth of .Vpril, Chaplain Henderson, of 
the ll2th Illinois Kegimcnt, advised me that 
(ID fourteen barrels of potatoes. ) two kegs of 
pickles, and one Ixix of snndn^'s, woie at I'aris, 
Ky.. for his nginu nt. and he desireil me t«> pro- 
cure them for distribution, as Sanitary stores. 
1 immediately teh‘grajdied for the stores, to bo 
R<mt on to me at Camp Nelson. 

This evening, Chaplain Pell, of tho P2th Reg- 
iment of (Javulry, who, on tlie 2Hlh of last De- 
cember. left Knoxville, with mo for Louisrillo, 
came to camp and informed m© that f<w fonr 
months he had been lecturing in behiilf of his 
special object, viz.: to raise J^mitarr stores for 
his regiment, and his kuccohk had attained (18) 
sixteen Imxei*, and <5) live barrels, which he ex- 
peettfd by (iovt-mment transportation the same 
evening. Finding that his regiment had gone 
two days previous for London, Tenn, he very 
widely turned over tho shiptm nt to the depot 
here/taking my receipt for it. 

'I’lie sterling philanthropy of (Thaplain Ptdl is 
highly commeudabh'. For four memths he had 
labored assiduouHlv to colh-ct these stores for 
bis regiment, an«f, doubtless, looked hirward 
with much pleasure to the time when he should 
dispense them to the greedy meu under bis care. 
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that traniiportMtion could not bo 
procured, ho espressrd hims< lf e<{imUy rccum- 
ponsi'd by tlie as.^urancc that thn mtldicr in bin 
sickness and nO‘*d, whether from MicUi^'^n or 
Maine, or any other lovtd State, miitht be com- 
forted by them. This is the tloctriue of jusiice 
and (me lH«nevolenc *. 

I h III thoujjht that til*' Rooil p • pi** who labor 
incessantly, ami contribute no abundantly and 
generously lor th * soldier, had learned long jit»o 
the great impropriety and wjistefulness positive- 
ly incurred, by ahipping stores to regimenta. 
While at MurfreeslHiro’, last Kumiiier, 1 re- 
ceived over a hundred boxes, for individuals 
and Ci>uip:mies in Um .Vnny of the Cumberland, 
three-fourths of which were worthless, ere the 
owner could be found. S'>, in the shipment 
from Illinoia for the ll‘2th Uegiment, the b*>xes 
regarded by the Chaplain ns most valuable, wero 
not worth a luUf dollar, while N<ime of the har- 
n*l» w'ere damag*>d by long (k*lays ami careless 
ban<Uing. These conaetjuences, ao far as my 
experience extenda, almost invariably attach to 
private shipments to State tmops. 

_ In conclusion, I will state the Home at Camp 
Nelson, is tlie Post Church. dVe have regular 
servicea morning ami evening, every Lord’s 
day, and a prayer meeting every Wednesday 
evening. .Several pr*itraet-d meetings have 
aln*;uly lM*t*n hebL Chaplains who remain in 
Oiunp with their comnwles. ore t‘uelcro.1 the use 
of our largo dining hall, which is fr*‘<piently 
ftUcil with aoldiera, employees and visitors, 
both white and otherwise. 

Dr. Woixls. Chaplain U. .S. A., and Rev. Ij. 

A. Payson, Honpihd Visitor U. S. Sanitary Com- 
miHsioii, are our regular pnrachers; while a 
Btrabger generally appears cve/y week to aid 
iliem. 

The Home is now thoroughly wliilowashed, 
ami the sodding, «t:c., will b** completed this 
week. 

WASnjNGTON. ; 

The follow'ing is some of the lalmr performed | 
in this ofhee for the (piarter ending April 1st: 
Amount of money c(»Uocted upon four imndred 
ami sixty-six C41K0S, So8,40d.2l ; amount of money 
forwarded upon eighty drafts $H,321.20; num- 
ber of men lodged, l,2(U; number of meals fur- 
nUhed, 20, 9bi; nuuilK^r of letters written, 1,11G; 
muuber of letters received, 233. 

AJJXAPlVIXS. 

The Rev. Mr. Heiinis reports: 

I have the honor to ro|K>rt that the Home in 
this city, established by your direction for the 
benetit of nurses, mothers, wives, and relatives 
of Koldiers located in this vicinity, more espe- 
cially for the sick and wounded in our hospitals, 
is ill suoceasful operation, meeting with geueral 
favor from those who visit it an<l know |H*rsou- 
ally of its tijauations. During the latter part of 
January ami the mouth of Febniary, we had but 
very few visitorM; as the exchimge of prisoners 
wa.s Huspoiidcd, our hospitaU, which are jtrin- 
cipally for the reception of pan»U d pris'-mers, 
being nearly cleared, and consequently thiTO 
was l:ltle to call the relatives Of soldierH to this 
point Daring the month of March there has 
been a birgo increase, and at present the Hume 
is well hlled; and I cannot convey to you any 
ode<iuate conception of the gmlilude munifested 
by thoso who share the beuutits of the llomc, 



and believe that it is exerting a goo 1 intluence, 
in recommending the <\>iamisHion to the favor- 
able consideratiim of those who have known but 
little of its operations in detail. v 

Tin* imml>er of lucaU and lodgings afforded 
since the Dt of Janmiry to tho 1st of April, aro 
asf*llous: Me.ils, 1,221; lol.;i;ig4, 4’tS; bi'sitles 
u large uuMiln rof meds whi<'li have Iichij given 
to the male rcl ilives of our soldiers, and others 
who have vi.sitc<l by inviution. i would sug- 
gest that ]>erniissii>u lie asked to jmrchjwe stores 
from the coiamiss.iry of tliis post for the H<mie, 
on the Mine c«mdiUous as they are alVorded to 
otUcem, which would be quite a saving to the 
Commission. 

THE U. R. .SANITARY COMMISSION IN 
BOSTON, M-ASSACHCSETTS. 

A meeting of tbo Associate members of 
the United States Sauit try Commission w.as 
held a fortuiglit ago in the rooms of the Ex- 
ocutiveCommittoe, No. 7b Kingston Street, 
tu lisUui U) a rejMirfc conceriuDg the Special 
Belief Service of the Cumims.sion in tliis 
city, for the year ending March 31, iHOd. 
H. B. Bogers. E-*q., ])re.«.uled. 

John H. Blatchford, K^q., on behalf of 
the Executive Committee of the Boston As- 
sociates, prc'seiited a report etuieorning tho 
Special Belief of tho Commis-sion for tho 
year ending March 31, 18(»4. 

“The service was estiiblished April 1, 
Booms located at No. 7b Kingston 
Stn‘i‘t were furnished for the puriMs»*. Tho 
c.stabli.shineut as now equip]>ed consists of 
an cdlice, reception room, sleeping rooms, 
containing <10 heds; a liospitoi ward, with 
1*2 bed.H, with convenient wiwh rooms, bath 
rooms, and wuU*r closet; capacions closets 
for hospital stores, clothing, and linen, and 
a room appropriated for the use of tho 
wives, niothei>t, and sisters of siek soldiers, 
wlu» ofU*u aecomimjiy them on their return 
to their homes. 

“The lirst applicant for aid was received 
April 7, iHbd. Since then 11,1'JO soldiers 
have received aid, as chu^sihed in tlio fol- 
lowing statement: 

“Sircimal transportation at nsliiced (gov- 
ernment) rate to 4,990; fiirnished transpor- 
tiitioii paid by tlio Commission to 193; se- 
cured traui^portation by U. 8. Quartermas- 
ter for iHl; furnished carriage within the 
city, for sick and feeble, for 1,027; special 
attendance to their liomes in charge of mes- 
seugers to 8.7; furnished lodging, 0,307; 
numherof meals, 10,371 — to 7,947; clothing 
— number of garments, 077 — to 3.75; aid in 
arranging papers, 147; aid in obtaining 
pay, 190; iiie<1ical advice, 4(K); wounds 
<lressi*d, *279; j)rocured commutation of ra- 
tions, 77; loaned money, 51; gave money, 
85; sent to hosjutal, lUt»; refernsl tt» local 
relief os.Hociations, 42; iH*eured re-(?nlist- 
ment, 20; uiiiouiit of back pay collected, 
:$20,559 10; furiiished undorUiker’s servi- 
ces, 5; deaths, 2. 
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“In addition to the above, a eoiiRidem- 
ble amount of aid has tieen rendered to res- 
ident, disoharRed, disabled soldiers and 
their fafhiliea; |ierninnent and remunera- 
tive cniidovmimthnvinR, in some instances, 
been obtained for disalded men. who, oth- 
erwise, would remain a helpless burden 
upon onr (diarities. 

“ Of the whole number thus aided, Maine 
has furnished ‘4,0,S(i; Xi'W Hampshire 7(18; 
Vermont 121; Mnsaaohusetts 4.122, Con- 
necticut 51; Hhode Island 5(1; New York 
140; New JenM'V 2; Pennsvlvauia S4; Mary- 
land :i; Ilistricf of Columbia ;14; Ohio SO; 
Kentucky 111; Michipan 7; Indiana 7; Illi- 
nois 15; Kansas 7; Iowa 10; Minnesota 24; 
Wisconsin 17; Missouri 5; Tennessee 2; 
Ijonisiana 4; .\labama2; Virpinia 2; Ocor- 
tpa 2: Delaware, California, North Caro- 
lina, Mississippi, Florida, and rebel army, 
1 each; U. S. repuUrs, .5.50; II. 8. Navv, 
102; veteran reserve corjjs, lk!8; corps d'- 
Afriipie, 18. 

“ The Hospital Car service between New 
York and Boston, established under the di- 
rection of the Executive Committee of the 
Commission in this city, Nov. 2, 1804, has 
been attended with satisfactory results, 
4,805 soldiers havinp been transporttsl. 

“ The total exiieuditure for the year, a-s 
shown by tin: Treasurer's account, has been 
$15,478. MO, cla-ssitied as follows: Ui-ut and 
taxes, $010. 40: furnishinp repnir8,$2,01M.42; 
salaries, $2,148.01; travelinp exi)enses, 
8212.57; advertisiup, 8242.07; stationery 
and printinp, 8512.00; jiostagc, 814; tele- 
grams. 80.04; hospital stores, 82MH..50; sn- 
perinlendeiit's expcn.se account, 80,877.07; 
miscellaneous, 8240.07; hospital car trans- 
portation, 81,7:10.88. 

“ The average co.st per man of the ser- 
vice for the first cpiarter, ending Juno :10, 
180:5, was 82.3.5; for the sccouil cpiarter, 
ending Sejiteiuber :10, 18ty. 81 28; for the 
third quarter, ending December ill, 1803; 
81.15; and for the fourth quiub-r, ending 
March 31, 18(41, 81.08. 

“The necessary funds for the support of 
the ‘Kpccinl Belief Service’ of (he Com- 
mi.saion in this city are drawn from the 
Treasurer of the Boston Branch, J. Hunt- 
ington Wolcott, Es«|. SlO.iOO — being a 
portion of the iirocecds of the Fair held in 
this city in December la-st, in aid of the 
Sanitary Commiesioii — was donated for the 
support of this service, by the N. E. Wo- 
man's Auxiliary .-Issociation. Tlie amount 
in the treasiiry,.Vpril 1, 18(41, was 80.803. :12, 
which, at the current rate of e.ependiturcs 
for the lust quarter, w ill suilice to meet the 
expenses of the next lour mouths. 

“The rooms are open at all hours of tho 
day and night, and provision is made at the 
pr.ncipal railway stations to meet such sol- 
dier.s as may require aid upon the arrival 
of trains, and convey them to the rooms or 
to connecting trains. 



“It is tho policy of tho Commission to 
facilitate the return of all soldiers to their 
homes or camps with (he least possible de- 
lay, but during their delay they enjoy the 
comforts of a home, with cheerful surround- 
ings, anil ever ready hands to minister all 
needed aid and comfort. Their frequent 
and earnest expressions of pleiusiire and 
gratitude evince their aiipreciation of tho 
beueticent services thus rendered them.” 
To illustrate the great variety of eases in 
which the Commission has bc-eu of service 
to the soldier, ilr. Blatchford read several 
extracts from the reconl book, in which is 
recorded the name of every man who is in 
any way aided by the Commission, together 
with a sketch of tho particular kind of help 
given him. These ix-cords were deejily in- 
teresting, and gave copious proofs of tho 
efllcieuey of the organization. 



ilARKED AirnCLES. 

Some of the marks which arc fastened on 
tho blankets, shirts, Ac., sent to the Sani- 
tary Commission for tho soldiers, show' tho 
thought and feeling at home. Thus- -on a 
home-spun blanket, worn, but washed ns 
clean ns snow, was pinned a bit of paper, 
which said: “ This blanket was carried by 
Milly -Vldrich, (who is ninety-three years 
old,) down hill and up hill, one and a half 
miles, to be given to some soldier.” 

On a bed quilt was piuneil a card, saying: 
“ My son is in the army. Whoever is made 
warm by this ipiilt, which I have worked 
on for six days and almost all of six nights, 
let him remember his own mother's love.”. 

On another blanket was this: “This 

blanket was used by a soldier in tho war of 
1812 — it may keej) some soldier warm in 
this war against traitofs.” 

On a pillow was written: “This pillow 
belonged to my little b»y, who died re-sting 
on it; it is a precious treasure to me, but 1 
give it for the soldiers.” 

On a pair of woolen socks wa-s written: 
“ These sbickings were knit by a little girl 
five years old, :iiid she is going to knit sumo 
more, for mother says it will help some 
jKior soldier,” 

On a box of lieautiful lint was this mark: 
“ Made in a sick room, where the sunlight 
has not entered for nine years, but where 
Clod has entered, and where two .sous have 
bid their mother good-bye, as they have 
gone out to tho war.” 

On a bundle containing bandages wa-s 
written: “This is a jioor gift, but it is all I 
had. 1 have given my husband and my boy, 
and only wish I hail more to give, but I 
haven’t.” 

On some eye-shades were markisl : “Made 
by one who’ is blind. Oh, how I long to see 
the dear old ting that yon are all lighting 
under. ” — Hauilary Reporter, 
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NOTES ON NURSING. 

WlIiT F04)D? 

I n »'n(ion on<* <»r two of the mo?-! common 
orrorn umo;i<r \voinr»n in clmrjj** of nick rc^^pcctlng 
pick •licl. One is the b/’llMf ih.it licff U\\ tho 
most nutritive of all articles. Nnw. just try ami 
lioil down a pmiml of beef into ln‘ef tea. evaporate 
your iHM'f ton. arul n*-e what is Ifft of your lH*ef. 
\ on will find that tli'Te is liareiy a tea-poonfui of 
solid nou^i^hlne||l to half a pint of water in 
Ix'cd lea: — nev4U tlje|«sis there is a certain repara- 
tive quality in it, we do not know whut. as there 
lain tea: luit it may safely l>o yiven in almost 
any intlamatory disease, and is as little to he de- 
jHuided upon with the lieallhy or eonvah-seout 
wluie mueh nonrishnient is reepured. Abilin, 
it is an ever re.uly saw that an is eqniv.ilent 
to a pound of meat— whereas it is not at all so. 
Also, it is seldom noticed with how many pa- 
tients. particnlarly of nervous or hilions t^iinjior- 
arneut, disajime. All puddin^^s made with 
ep"s, arc diKtivsteful to th(*iu in crmsequcncc. 
All c:*o, whippe d np with wine, is often (bo only 
fonu in which tlioy can take this kind of nonr- 
ishnioiit A«ain, if the jMtient Inus attained to 
eating meal, it is snppowil that to give him 
mentis the only thing needful for bis leeovory; 
wberPjts scorbutic sores Imv© hciii aetuHlly 
known to ajipear among sick persons living in 
the midst of plenty in Knglami. which could be 
tracisl to no other source than this, viz.: that 
the nurse, depending on meat alone, )mil allow- 
ed the patient to he without vegetables for a 
consiilcmblo time, these latter being so badly 
cooked lliat he alw'ays left them lUitoucbeiL 
Arrowroot is another grainl depemlenee of tho 
nurse. As a vehicle for wine, and a restorative 
quickly pn paitMl. it is all very well. Hut it is 
nothing hut Kbirch and water. Flour is both 
more nutritive, and le.ss liable to ferment, and 
is jireferable wherever it can be nscil. 

Again, milk and tho prepiirations from milk, 
ore a most imiiort.snt article of footl b>r the sick. 
Hutter is the lightest kind of animal fat, and 
though it wants the sugar and some of the other 
elements which there are in milk, yet it is 
most valuable both in itself and in tumbling the 
atient to cat more brtuuL Flour, oats, groats, 
arley, and their kind, ore, as wo have already 
said, jireferable in all their prop.irations to all 
the preparations of arrowroot, sago, tapioca, 
ami their kind. Cream, in many b»ng chronic 
diseases, is quite irreidaceable by any other arti- 
cle whatever. It seems to net in the same man- 
ner ns lieef to, a, and to moat it is mueh easier of 
digestion limn milk. In fact, it soldom disagrwH. 
Cheese is not usually digestible by the sick, but 
it is pure nourishment for repairing Wiuste; and 
I h»ive seen sick, and not a few either, whose 
craving for cheese showed how much it was 
needed by them. 

Ill the ilisea-ses produced by bad food, such os 
Rc^biitie dysenU^ry and diarrhea, the patient’s 
stomach often craves for and digests things, 
some of which certainly wmil*l be laid down in 
no dietary that ever was invented for sick, and 
esjH'cially not fur such sick. 'I’hcse are fruit, 
piekU s, jams, gingerbrt;ad, fat of ham or bacon, 
suet, cheese. hutU*r, milk. These cases I have 
seen ur»t by ones, nor liy tens, but by hnndrcds. 
And the patient's stomach was right and the 



IhkiU was wrong. The articles craved for, in 
*th»*Kp oases, might have been jirincipally arrang- 
ed under tbu two heads of fat uiul vegetable 
acids. 

There is often a marked ililTerence Iwdwcen 
men and women in this matter of sick fi cling. 
Women’s digestion is generally sIowit. 

Hut. if frLsli milk is .so valuable u food for the 
sick, the least change or sounicss in it. makes it 
of all artielis, perhaps, the uiowt injurious; 
diarrhea is a emmuon result of fresh milkallow- 
ecl to become at all sour. The nurse, therefore, 
ought to exercise her utmost care in this. In 
large inslitutionH for the sick, even the pmirest, 
the utmost eaie is exiTcistd. Wt nham Lake 
ico i.s used for this express purjiose everj' sum- 
mer. while the private patient, perhaps, never 
t isles a drop t if milk that is not sour, all through 
tho hot wi iiiher. so little does the private nurse 
nmlerstarid the uce<‘Ksity of siieh cure. Yet, if 
you consider (bat tho onlyilrop of real uonrish- 
iiient ill your patii Rt’s tea is tlie drop f»f milk, 
and bow mueh ulm<»st all Kiigli^h patients de- 
pend upon Hieir teiv you will see the great iiii- 
pojtnucoof not dipriving your patient of this 
drop of milk. Huttermilk, a totally difl'erent 
tiling, is often very useful, especially in fe- 
vt*rs. 

In laying down ndes of diet, by tlie amounts 
of • solid mitrimf-nt ’ in different kinds of food, 
it is constantly lost sight of what the patient re- 
ipiiroH to rejiair bis wash*, what h“ can lake and 
wlmt he Can’t. You cannfit diet a patient fr^uii a 
book, you cannot make up the bunmu body as 
you would make up a prescrijition so many 
parts “carbnnibrous.'” so many puis “nitro- 
genous’’ will ronstitiito a pcrfe< t diet for th« 
palinnt. The nurse's obserx'atiou here \rill mate- 
rially os.si.st the doctor — the patient .s *• fancies” 
will materially as.sist tho nurse. For instance, 
sugar is one of the most nutritive of all articles, 
being pure carbiiix, ami is particularly reeora- 
mended in soino Isioks. Hut the vast majority 
of all patients in Kiigland, young and obi, nialo 
and female, rieli and p*H>r, ho.spital nml private, 
dislike sweet things - and v hilo I have never 
known a person take to sweets when he was ill 
who disUL’d them when he wa.H w -11. I have 
known many fnml of them when in health, who 
in sickness would leave off anything sweet, even 
to sugar in tea -sweet puddings, sweet drinks, 
are their aversion: the furred tongue almost 
always likt'S what is sharp or pungent. Scorbu- 
tic patients are an exct piion, Uiey olden crave 
for sweetmeats and jams. 

Jelly is another article of diet in great favor 
with imrscH and friends of the sick; even if it 
coiibl be eaten solid, it would not nourish, but 
it is simply tho height of folly to take J oz. of 
gelatine aii<l make it into a coriain hulk by dis- 
solving it in waU*r, and then to give it to tho 
sick, us if the mere bulk rcpres*‘nb*d nonrish- 
incnL It is now known that j.dly does not 
nourish, that it li-us a tenden*\v to jmxluce 
diarrhea— and to trust it to repair the waste of 
u diseased constitution, is simply to starve tho 
sick umlcr the gui.se of fe-aliiig them. If one 
hundred spoonfuls of jelly were given in tho 
course of lUo day, you would have given one 
spoonful of gelatine, w’hich sjmonful has no 
nutritive power whatever. 

Aud, nevertheless, gelatine conhiins a lai^o 
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qaantity of nitrogen, which ih one of the most 
iK)werl'ul elements in nutrition; on the other 
bnud. bc<^f tea umy bo clioseti as an illuHtntt|f)n 
of great nutrient power in sickness, co-existing 
with A verj’ small amount of solid nitrogenous | 
matter. 

Dr. Chrislison says that •* every one will bo 
struck with the rcudim ss with which” <‘ortain 
closse.s of “ patients will often Uke «bluted meat 
juice or l>eef tea rope itcdly, when they refuse all 
other kinds of food.” This is particularly re- 
markable in “ cases of gastric fever, in which,” 
he says, “ little or nothing else In sides beef tea 
or diluted incut juice” has been taken for weeks 
or even months; “and yet a pint of beef tea 
coubiius scarcely J oz. of any thing but wat<*r.” 
The result is ho striking, that ho a.sks what is 
its iiunle of action? “Not simply nutrient ^ 
oz. of the most nutritive niuteriul cannot nearly 
replace the daily wear and tear of tho tissues in 
any cirouiustances. I’ossiblv,” he siiys, “ it 
belong.H to a now denomination of remedicj*.” 

It has been observed, that a small <piantityof 
beef tea. julded to other artieles of nutrition, 
augm<‘nts their power out of all proportion U> 
the adiiitional amount of solid inttUer. 

The n'as^m w'hy jelly should be innutritious 
and beef tea nutritioiLs to the sick, is a secret 
yot undiscovered ; but it clearly shows that 
careful obsi^rvation of the sick is the only duo 
to the best dieUiry. 

Chemistry has as yot afforded little in.sigbt 
into (he dieting of sick. All that chemistry 
can tell us is tho amount of *• carboniferous” or 
“ nitrogenous” elements di.scovemble in differ- 
ent dietetic articles. U has given ns lists of 
dietetic KubsUmce.s, arranged in the order of 
their ricUiiesH in one or other of tln?.se princi- 
ples; but that is all. In the great majority of 
cast's, the stoimwli of the patient is guidetl by 
other principles of seledbm than iin*r« ly tho 
amount of carbon or nitrogen in tlie diet. No 
doubt, in this as in other things, nnltire has 
very delinito mles for her gnidunee ; but tliese 
rules can only l>o ascertaim-d by the must careful 
observation at the bedside. Nh»* there t«*acbcs 
UH that living chcmisti*>', the chemistry of repa- 
ration, is something different from the dieiiiis- 
Iry of tho labomtory. Organic chemistry is 
useful, os all knowledge is, when we come face 
to face with nature; but it by no means follows 
Unit we should learn in the laboratory any one 
of the reparative prores.se.s going on in disease. 

Again, the nutritive ]>owerof milk, mid of tho 
preparations from, milk, is very much under- 
valued; there is ue.arly as much nourishment 
in half a pint of milk as there is in a quarter of 
a pouinl of meat. But this is not the wbolo 
question or nearly tho whole. The main ques- 
tion is what tho patient’s stomach can nsHimiUtu 
or derive nonrishmeut from, and of this tho 
pitieiit’s stomach is the sole judge. Chemistry 
cannot tell this. The patient's stomach must 
be its own chemist. The diet which will keep 
the healthy man healthy, will kill the sick one. 
Thu same beef which in tho most nutritive of 
all meat, and which nourishes tho healthy man, 
is the least nourishing of all fi>od to the sick 
man, whose half-dead stomach can a.ssimil'tie no 
part of it, that is, make no footl out of it On 
a diet of beef tea healthy men, on the other 
band, speedily lose their strength. — MuntSUj/d^ 
imjale. 
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THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 
w«fl coDKtitntol by the Stwrttary of War in 
Juno, 18r*l, in accordanoo with tbo rooonmien- 
dation of the SurKoon-Gonon^l of the V. S. 
Array, and ita apixnntmont and plan of or^ani- 
Jtation were ttj>proved by the President of the 
United SUitea. lu present orgiuiizution is os 
follows: 

H. W. Bcllown, D.P., New York. 

A. D. Ihu'he. LIi.1.)., Washington, P. 0. 

F. li. OlmstPil, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq. , New York- 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Huron, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shims, U. S. A. 

R. C. Wo(xl, Assistant Snrg.-Geu’l U. S. A. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

8. G. Ilowe, M.IX, Boston, Ma.sa. 

C. R. Agnew, il.D., New York. 

J. S. Newbernr, M. I)., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt R< V. T. kl. Clarke, l^vidt nee, R. I. 

Hon. R. W. Barnett, Cincinnidi, Ohia 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago. 111. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Wjishiuglon, I). C. 

Honwe Itinney. Jr., Phila^lWjihia, Penn. 

Rev. J. H, Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass, 

Prof. Fainnan Rogers, Philadolphio, Penn. 

C. J. Stills. ^ ^ 

Ezra B. .McCagg, Chicago, 111, 

omerns: 

H. W. Bellows, D.P., President. 

A. B. Bsche, LL.IX^ Vicc-l*rcbident, 

Ge<*rKe T. Strong, Treasnrer. 

J. F«»«ter Jenkins, M.D., Gwicral Secretary. 

J. H. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary, 

J. H. 1^'UKlaw, M.U., Assf>ciate Secretary, 

F. N, Knapp, Associate Secretary, 

8T.VSDKfO mSOnTTEE. 

Henry W. BcIIon*s, D.D. 

OiKirgc T. 8trc»ng. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 

Wolcott Qibbs, M.D. 

C. 11. Aguow, M,D. 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY, 

The Hanitary ComtuiMion has made arrangements 
for MupplylnK information gratuitoiifiiv. with regard to 
patliuU hi all the United StaU-a Geueral Ifni,pitalii. 

Tor information relative to patients in the Ilospitals In 
New York, Sew Jarsey, the Now England BUtes, East- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia. North 
Camilna. Hnuth Oaroluia, Florida and Louldana, Midresa 
•* Office of Sanitary CommUHiun, Washington, l>. C.*' 

For the IPwpitalB In Pennsylvania, address Office of 
Baultary Coniiuiasion, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, P hiia. 
delphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio. Indiana, 
Illinois. Missouri, lows, Kentucky, Tounciwee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address “Office Sauita^ Com- 
mission, LoulsriUe, Ky.” 

In all case-s the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the }>enfon iiiunirMl for should be given, and where he 
w^whrn last heard from. If the application is by letter, 
thft answer will be sent by return of mail ; If In persem. 
It will be answertHl at once ; or If by telegraph, an 
answer VilJ be returned immediately at the inquirer's 

sxpeuM}. 

a^Soldiem’ Aid Societlos, clergymen, editors, and 
Other*, CiOi nearetdy serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely disseminating 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Hanitary C’nnmii»Mion. under sfiecial anthor- 
ity nf tlu* Prceiilcjit of the Unilcl Statoi*, maintains 
an extensive syptem of agencies for a^vuring the 
R»fe wnveyano** to, and dwtribution of, jfootls put 
in itH charge for thi* nick and w«mnd*‘d at fH>mta 
where tbev an> niopt wantinl. It operates with 
<N|ual care ami gencroHity at all jv>int«— at New Or- 
leans and at ^\uHhin^;toIl, l>efor»} CbarletiUin and at 
CbattaniMiga- its tlistrilmtions iKiing goveritod bj' a 
comparisoii of the wants «»f thejmtienis in all caaos. 
The following Lh a list of deisUs, to which auxiliary 
iNH’irtie*, and all disjMiHeii to aid tbo sick ana 
wnandwl, without n^ferem*© to Statoa or localities, 
but einiplr to their relativo uec<‘»sity for asaiat- 
ance, are inviunl to send their offerings: 

KanitarrUommisaion, Branch Donot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, M-iss. 

Hanitsry Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
.V venue. New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1.307 
Chestnut Street, Dhiladclphia. 

SanilJiry ComniispiMn, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street. Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary ComniiHsirm. Branch Depot, c<jmer Vine 
and .Sixth Streets, I'inemnati, O. 

Sanitary Commitision, Branch Doiwt, No. 05 
Bunk Street, CleveUml, O. 

Sanitary Oimmiiwion, Branch Depot, No, 6)» Mad- 
ison Street, (■hieft'.'o, III. 

Sanitary Commissiim, Branch Depot, No. 7 Ad- 
am's Block, BufTaio, New York. 

Sanitary (''Onimiwiion, Branch Depot, No. 59 4tb 
Street^ Pittsburg, IVim. 

S.itnt ary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 87 Lar- 
ntsl StrtH'l, Detroit, Mich. 

Suuiury Couunuwion, Branch Depot, Colnmbus, 
Ohio. 

Sanitary Coraraiaaion, Branch Doiwt, Fifth RtrooL 
Lomsville, Ky. 

The eViramisaion recelvea no iHJCuniarT aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wdumy depend- 
ent on tlie voluntary contributions of the publio for 
the means of suataming its oporatirms. Contribu- 
tiona to the Treasury are aolidtcd, an<l mav be 
transmittcnl to Omirge T. Strong, Fasj., Treaaarer. 
68 WaU St^oe^ N. iV 



RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

Oeoeral SiipeiiutcudeDt, Hcv. F. N. Kuapp, Washing- 
ton. D. C. Chief AMlstant, J. B. Abbott. 

Soldiers’ Homo, uuar balUmore Kailroad Depot, Waab- 
ington, D. C. 

l^JhUfr's Lo<lge. 76 Kingston Strocl, Boston. 

Ltxlge No. 4. H Street, between 13th and 14th fltraeta. 

Lodge No. 6. Maryland Avenue, near Ilallroad SUtlmu 

Nurses’ Home. Washington, D. C. 

Sobliers’ Home. Third Street, east of Broadway, Ola- 
climati. Ohio— Uol. O. W. D. Andrews, ftnp’t 

Soldlrra’ Home, Cairo, IlL— C. N. Shipman. Snp't and 
Ri‘lu*r Agent. 

Soldiers’ Homo, Louisville, Ky.— James Maloua, Sap’t. 
James Morton, Sponial Ikdief Agent. 

84*I«Uers' Home. Nashville, Tenn.— L. Crane, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

SoUliers' Home. Ootnmbus, Ohio———, Sup'L 

Boldier*’ Moroe. Cleveland, Ohio— Clark Warren. 8up*t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers' I<o«lge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.— O.W# 
Christy, Hup'taud Relief Agent. 

Soldiers' Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.— T. Way, Sup’t. 

Aonrer roa pajisinss. 

William F. Bascom, Funsioo Agent, Washington, D. 0 
BosrrTAi. CAJis. 

Between Washington and New York— SoL Andrewo, 
M. D., Siirg**on in charge. 

B*>twecii New Y'ork and Boston, via Springfield. 

Between Igmlsvllle and Murfreesboro'— Dr. J. P. Bar* 
num. Surgeon in charge. 

tAgrrABT snujcca. 

Oamberland River- New Dunlelih. 
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UKCEIVKD 

TWO PRIZE MEDALS 



•,yr 

‘■1 







(FROM JURIES 3 AND 4) 



AT THE 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
3Li€>I!V3E>01!V, XO^^. 

Being Solo Awards gained by uuytliing of the kind. It also received SujH-rlative Beport of 

“EXCEEDI>G EXCELLENT FOIl FOOD.” 



MAIZENA, 

At the GREAT INTEKSATIONAL EXHIBITION at HAMBITRO, Jufy, 18C3, received 
the highest Prize Medal for iU great delicacj os au article of food. 

MAIZENA, 

At the FAIR of the NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETT, at Utica, N. T., 
September, 18U3, received both DirLOUA and Meuai.. 



MAIZENA, 

AT THE 



Peiinttylvailia State Fair at Norristown, 

Oct. 3, 1863, took Gold Medai.. 

“ MAIZENA" has also taken the first premium at the Amsiiicas iNanrcTE, New York 
City; New Jerset State Faih at Trenton, and at other places — in every instance where 
it has been exhibited. 

MAIZENA" has never failed to receive the highest award when placed in competi- 
tion with Com Starch and all articles of like character, after a thorough Microscopical 
and Analytical Examination of disinterested jndges. It therefore stands commended to 
the public as the best article of its kind in the world without any comments of the monn- 
facturer. 

MAIZENA, 



For Puddings, Cakes, Custards, Blanc Mange, Ac. , without isinglass, with few or no eggs, 
at a cost astonishing the must economical. It is also excellent for thickening sweet sauces, 
gravies for fish and meat, soups, Ac. For Ice Cream, nothing can compare with it. A 
uttle boiled in milk will produce rich cream for Coffee, Chocolate, Tea, Ac. 

Put up in one pound packages, under the trade mark “ Moizena," with direction 
for use. 

A most delicious article of food for children and invalids of all ages. For sale by 
Grocers and Bmggists everywhere. 



V4 UOLESALE DEPOT, ICO FULTON STREET. 



WM. niJRYEA. Genpral Asren?. 
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OKFICK OF TMl^: 

' (fJolumbum ^«sura«« 

COM P A N Y, 

CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 

CASH CAFITAL, - • - $ 1 , 000 , 000 . 

9 

From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 



Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 18fi4 $3,140,930 SO 

Total Amount of rreniiums.. 3,2.')2,2:')6 TO 

Kxee.ss of Kanieil rremiiuns over Losses, &e 1,13T,0(>3 33 

Keserve for Kstimato Claims Uiiadjusteil and oilier Continj;eneies 441,206 49 

Guaranteed Ca.sli Dividend to Dealers, (lioldinp certifieates of same) on 
I’aid I’remium.s Kariicd cluriii'' tlie Year, wlietlier Loss lias Aeerued 

or not 269,614 80 

Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums 15 per cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders 26 per cent. 



LOSSES PAID IN GOLD epon Risis on which the Fremiiiin is paid in lile Cnrrencj. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will he allowed the option (to be 
sipmified at tfu* timo of application for insurance) of receiving? in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, 11KTUKN8 IX CASH, (puanuiteed by certilicate) of pR'iniiims paid and 
earned durinjr tlic vear, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the XEW 
YOKK: form of FOLICV, as follows: 

1st. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

TER CENT. 



2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upnn FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE *ind TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 

Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whoso 
premiums ujk>u kucIi policies earned and paid during the year, fchall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 



KDWARn ROWH 
OA.SnX W. I OUD, 
OKtiRGE nn.N. 

JOHN ATKINSON, 

TUO.'J. A. C. 1 U< IiRA.VE, 
WM. II. HAL-^EY, 

W TIIOS. B.\RR »N, 

ROlASn 0. MITUiaJi, 
AI.HEUT 0. LFH 
GEORGE P. DI:>>U0N, 

O U MMS, 



DIRECTORS, 

M V. MERICK, 

WU U. WHEN. 

JOHN ARMNniONG, 

B. c. Morris, 

AXnUKW J. RICH, 

I».\NX W. TE1.1.KR, 

j*mx n. B.mN.jK., 

CHARLES UJCKOX, 

ROIL:iir BOWNE. 

LAWHESCE MYEaS, 
a. N. nEKRRK. 



MFRICK, 

PaVIO j. ki.y, 

JCfc'KI’l! MORRISON, 

WM. H. iNiPllAM, 
a C, ilORRlS, Jb , 
ry.RA NYE. 

HENRY J. CAMMANN, 

THOMAS IX)IO, 

ROBERT S. HOLT, 

J. B. GiliniN. 

B. C. MORRIS, President, 



THOS. LORD, Vice President. 



WM. M. WHITIiBY. 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 
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A FEW DAYS AMONGST OUR WOUNDED. 

New York. May 34. 18GI. 
Db. Foster Jensins, CenenU 

V. S. Sanitary (’ommistion: 

Mr Veah Sib — P ursuant tij- the request 
of the Btuntlinp' Committee, I bog leave to 
present the following informal report (ne- 
cessarily imperfect from tho liiiste with 
which it has been prepared,) of the organ- 
ization and operations of the relief system 
of tho Commission in N. E. Virginia since 
tho opening of tho present campaign. 

I left New York on the afternoon of Tues- 
day, May 10th, for the purpose of making 
a personal examination of the working of 
tho Commission for tho aid and relief of the 
wounded by the battles of the 'Wilderness 
and Spottsylvania. At Washington, I 
learned that tho wounded hud collected in 
immense numbers at Fredericksburg, and 
were already being transjKirted to llelle 
Plain, on their way, by hos)iital transports, 
to Wasbiugton and Aleiaudrisi. Up to 
Sunday night, tho 8th, everyboily in 
Washington expected that tho wounded 
woidd be sent to the rear via Kappaliannock 
Station aud the Orange and •■Uexaudria 
Uailroud, and to this end great preparations 
had been made by the Quartermaster's 
Department under mlvico from tho Moilieal 
Bureau. Immense trains of cars, with a 
full corps of surgeons, wore sent out to tho 
liappahannock Station on that day. 

There they waited until tho next day, 
when, it having been ascertained that tho 
woundeil were already in very large num- 
bers at Fredericksburg, the trains were 
ordered back to Alexandria. 

I make this introductory statement with- 
some precision, since.it furnishes a key to 
the difficulties which attended the euro of 
the wounded at Fredericksburg during the 
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poriod from May 8th to Thursday, Miiv 
I2th. 

Frcdyricksbnrg is aliout ton miles from 
Belle I’lain, and as the railroad from Aipiin 
Crook had boon thoroughly destroyed, the 
most direot and available aocoss to thi< 
thmisamlH of wounded already gathered at 
the former place, a aa via I’otomac Creek 
and Belle I’lain linnding. The rebels had 
long ago destroyed the wharves at Bello 
Plain, but during the Sth and i)th of May, 
most vigorous efforts were miule by the 
Quartermaster's I)ej>artmnit to i>reimre a 
h-mporary landing. To this landing, on 
Monday and Tuesday, (!)th anil 10th of 
May,) came a tleet of traiisjiorts eonveying 
ordnance stores, tightiiig rations, hosjiital 
appliances, and moans of shelter for the in- 
coming wounded. The dock, a most credit- 
able stnicture, considering the time within 
which it wiLs built, but, perhaps, hardly 
largo ^■uough for the demands mmle upon 
its capacity, pro.sented a fearful scene when 
I arrived at Bello Plain on Wednesday after- 
noon. 

I found one of our supply barges, the 
Kennedy, at the dock, and Br. SU-incr 
directing the operations of the Commission. 
Down the right-hand side of the U -.shaped 
dock, slowly moved a single file of army 
wagons filled with wounded men ; at the 
end or comer of the dock, by the gangway 
of a large Oovernmeiit transport, stood 
that most efficient and ailmirable officer, 
Dr. C'nylcr, Acting Medical Inspector Oe^- 
ernl, U. S. A., receiving the wounded, and 
Bui>erintciuling their removal from the 
wagons to the deck of the trans])ort, pre- 
paratory to their transfer to the hosiiital 
steamboata that lay in the offing. After 
each wagon had deposited its living freight, 
it passed around the end of the dock to the 
Icf thand side,nnd there took in ammunition 
or fighting rations, the orders being imper- 
ative to return to the front only with full 
loails of the.se indispensiiblo supplies. 
Crowding along the narrow margin of the 
dock were continuous lines of men carry- 
ing litters and stretchers on which were 
such of the more severely wounded ns hail 
been removed from the wagons at the 
hospital tents, on the hill-side above the 
plain , Hour after hou r, for several days, was 
this fearful procession kept up. It would 



not bo iiroper for me to state how many 
thousands thus passed under Dr. Cuylcr’s 
iuHi>ection, but I cannot fortiear mention- 
ing the most distinguished zeal, energy and 
self devotion with whieh his arduous duties 
were performed. His administrative skill, 
his qtiiek and ready humanity, his almost 
ubiquitous presence, his self-denying ex- 
posure to the pelting rain, while laboring 
to secure jirompt shelter to the wounded, 
his night work and day work, his pi rsonal 
attentions to even the little wants and 
minor discomforts of each individual suf- 
ferer, were the subjects of universal admira- 
tion. Dr. Brinton, (Medical Purveyor of 
the Army of the Potomac,) was also there, 
working with vigor in the difficult under- 
taking of forwarding medical supplies 
to Fredericksburg. 

By flie end of the pier lay the barge Ken- 
nedy, the storeboat and headquarters of the 
Commission. Here, as elsewhere, every 
thing was a.stir. Gen. Abercrombie, com- 
mandant of the ]>ost, was making it his 
temporary headquarters. Out in the stream, 
amid a promi.scuous collection of transports, 
lay the steamboat Baidey, loaded with 
stores from the Washington storehouses of 
the Commission. Kcar her lay the barge 
Washington, with a load of army wagons 
and horses for the Commission's service. 
.After great difficulty, and the exercise of 
no little ingenuity, the stores from the 
Rapley were )iut ashore, half a mile up the 
creek in small boats, and the wagons loaded 
and sent to Fredericksburg. Capt. J. W. 
Clarke, of the Quartermaster's Department, 
and Capt. Dubey, 15th Regiment New York 
Engineer Corps, gave us moat cheerful .and 
essential aid in this work. Indeed, from 
all the officers at the po,st of the Commis- 
sion we received nothing but kind services 
and exiircssions of the heartiest good-will. 
Captains Pitkins a.id Lacey, of the Quar- 
termaster's Department, provided every 
facility in their power, and from General 
Abercrombie and Colonel Cnylcr, down, 
every body seemed to take pleasure in aid- 
ing U.S. From Slonday the Dth, until this 
time, ince.ssont exertions have been made 
by the officers of the Medical, Quarter- 
master's, Commissary’s and Ordnance De- 
partments, to remove the wounded from 
the rear of the army and replenish the 
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trains for forward movements. No one at 
home can form any idea of the labors of the 
oflleers in these deiairtments, day after day 
and night after night, oftentimes living 
meanwhile on the scuntie.st subsistence, 
such as coffee and crackers, and these hur- 
riedly taken. We are oftentimes loud in 
our praises of military commanders for 
achieving victory, but seldom give duo 
credit for the result to the quartermasters, 
who work with almost superhuman energy 
at some base of supplies, and on whoso 
talent, energy and fertility in resources the 
very existence of the army depends. The 
agents of the U. S. Sanitary Commission 
formed no mean feature in this scene of 
energy and successful labor. Up to May 
21st, the Commis.sion sent nearly 200 tons 
of sanitary stores, including stimulants, 
farinaceous food, beef stock, condensed 
milk, bandages. Are., from Bello Plain and 
Fredericksburg. It will be interesting to 
note the fact here, that the relief service of 
the Commission has involved, since Gen. 
Grant cros.sed the Kapidan, and Gen. But- 
ler went up the .lames Hiver, the use of 
four steamboats, three barges and two 
schooners, for the transportation of its stores 
from Washington to Bello Plain, and from 
Baltimore to Norfolk, the latter being the 
Commission's base of suijplies for Butler’s 
army. 

At Bello Plain, in addition to a relief 
station on the barge by the wharf, the 
Commission has maintained a corps of re- 
lief agents at a feeding station near the 
hospital depot, providing food for thou- 
sands of weary and hungry men who arrive 
there in ambulances and wagons, and an- 
other at White O.ik Church, half-way from 
Bello Plain to Fredericksburg, where hot 
coffee, soft crackers, and beef soup, have 
been issued to wounded and disabled men 
on their way to hospital, many of whom 
have not tasted food for hours. 

The operations of tho Commission at 
Bello Plain, including the movements of 
trains of supply wagons, have been con- 
ducted by Mr. F. N. Knapp, whose experi- 
enco in every branch of relief service has 
made his name the synonym for energy and 
beneficence wherever tho Commission is 
known. 

At Fredericksburg, tho Commission’s 



work under the able direction of Dr. Doug- 
las, Chief Inspector, is three fold: First, 
there is a large storehouse on Commercial 
Street, under the care of Mr. Johnson, from 
which, since the 9th of May, about 2(X> tons 
of sanitary stores have been issued to hospi- 
tals upon the requisitions of surgeons. 
Secondly, a corjis of relief agents number- 
ing from 160 to 225, under tho leadership 
of Mr. Fay, divided into squads and as- 
signed to tho various division hos]titals. 
These relief agents report the wants of tho 
hospitals to Jfv. Fay, perform the duties of 
nurses, and seize every opportunity to 
minister to tho complicated and various ne- 
cessities of tho wounded, as indicated by 
tho advice or orders of the surgeons in 
charge of them. Thirdly, fljiecinl diet kitch- 
ens under tho .administration of Jliss Wool- 
sey, Mrs. Gen. B.arlowandMissGilson, while 
Mrs. Gibbons and daughter and Mrs. Hus- 
band, lend their expert services to tho hos- 
])itals. The special diet kitchens are tents 
with ample cooking arrangements, pitched 
on the roads from the front to Fredericks- 
burg or Belle Plain. From these, soup, 
coffee, stimulants, soft bread and other food 
are issued to thousands of pa-ssing wmunded. 
With the army, seven four horso wagons 
carrying food, stimulants, underclothing 
and surgical dressings, constantly move 
under tho direr'tion of Dr. .Steiner, the 
Commission Inspector for the .\rmy of tho 
Potomac, and Mr. .Tohnson, whose services 
at Gettysburg, and now at Fredericksburg, 
form a bright record in the special relief 
work of the Commission. I should any 
hero that these wagons moved with tho 
army from Brandy Station, dispensing 
stores daring tho battles of tho Wilderness, 
and then, passing with the wounded to 
Froilericksburg, went on to Bello Plain to 
re-loa<l. 

The Commission has now forty odd four- 
horse wagons of its ow-n, carrying sanitary 
stores from Bello Plain to FredericksVuirg. 
On Monday, May 2.3d, thirty-one of these 
wagons, carrying nearly forty thousand 
pounds of sanitary stores went in one train 
from Bello Plain to Fredericksburg, On 
the same day, our steamboat, tho Uapley, 
in charge of Mr. Andenson, with the barge 
Kennedy in tow, cleared from Belle Plain 
and went up tho Bappahannock to add 
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fctill more liirK<‘Iy to our siipjilic-s. Our 
work tliru for the nick nml wounded of 
the army of tieneral Meade may bo 
summed uj), l)rielly, a.s follows : Two 
steamboats and two barges for conveying 
sanitaiy stores from Washington to Belle 
I’lain; forty-four four-horse wagons for con- 
veying sanitary stores from Belle I’lnin to 
Fredericksburg and the front; over two 
hundred tons of saiiitiry stores sent to 
Belle I’laiu and Fredericksburg; over 200 
traiiu d relief agents lending their best ener- 
gies to the hospitals and feeding stations. 
The outlay for the month of May, so far, 
has been over one hundred thousand dol- 
lars for the Amiy of the Potomac alone. 
You will remember that all these operations 
lU-o in addition to what is being done by 
the Commission at Washington, for Gen- 
eral Bheruian’s army, and at New Orleans 
and on the Bed Itiver. 

I should say, that at Fredericksburg the 
medical affairs were under the able manage- 
ment of l)r. Dalton, Jledical Director, 
while large numbers of medical men from 
Boston, New Y'ork, I’hiladelphia and else- 
where, servi d day and night in the hospi- 
tals, aiding those di>voted men, the army 
surgeons, in their eshaustivc and most se- 
rious and self-denying duties. Who can 
sum up the value of the sen-ices of the 
army surgeons ? Who can describe in bc- 
coujing phrases a tithe of what they do for 
the thousands of suffering men thrown ui>on 
their care and skill by the fearful casualties 
oJ an active campaign. I never witness 
their conduct without a sense of the pro- 
foundest admiration and a renewe d convic- 
tion that the best work of our Commission 
is that by which we endeavor, even in an 
humble way, to strengthen their hands by 
supplementary assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

C. B. Aoxew. 

U. S. HaIUTART CoMMIiWIOX. ) 

hi.UX riwUX. J/tiy Ifi. 18CI. I 

Mt Du.vn Dll. .Tenkisb — I cannot con- 
dense within the limits of such a note ns 
can bo written now, an account of the 
operations of the Commi.s.sioii at this punt. 
Yon know the relations of Belle Plain land- 
ing to Fredericksburg; it is, in brief, that 
of a ti-mporary ba.se. The fearful accumu- 
lation of our wounded at Fredericksburg 



j made it imperative to open communications 
I again with sources of supply, and this point 
! was selected. A temi>orary pier, in tho 
form of a U, was hiustily constructed on 
Monday, at the terminus of the Fredericks- 
burg wagon road. Over this pier and road 
a mingled crowd of army wagons and am- 
I balances, stragglers uud widkiug wounded, 
has passed since Slonday last, forming a 
sjiectacle beyond descri])tion. We are 
using every hand and heart to their utmost 
I power to meet our res]>onsibilities to tho 
wounded. We have used, in the trans- 
portation of our sanitary stores, two steam- 
boats and two barges. The Bapley, a fast 
steamboat, of altoiit 1.50 tons, is plying con- 
stantly bi-tween Belle Plain landing and 
Washington. She is chartered to convey 
stores by us, and carries not only stores, 
but constant additions to our Field Relief 
Corps. We have over two hundred active 
and able men in thi.s corps, who give them- 
selves night and day to the work of feeding 
the wounded, both at Fredericksburg and 
at Belle Plain landing. 

The doi-k space here is so inadequate, 
that the landing of our stores ha-s been a 
work fraught with immense difficulty. This 
difficulty is increased by the character of 
the ground near the Iwue of the pier. Wag- 
ons cannot turn, except on the dock, and 
even then they must move in a coutinuons 
single line around the fy. Owing to this 
peculiarity, there was on Wednewlay a 
“jam” of wagons, loaded with wounded, 
all along the road from the lauding to 
Fredericksburg, a distance of eight or ten 
miles. These wagons bring in wounded 
and curry out ordnance stores and fighting 
rations. During this jam, and, indeed, 
ever since, we have been compelled to con- 
vey our stores in small boats up Potomac 
Creek a considerable distance, to a point 
on tho shore where the wagons can get 
acrofs, and thus escape, to as great a degree 
as possible, the stagnation and confusion of 
the landing. 

A barge arrived on Thursday with four 
additionid four-horse wagons and eighteen 
horses, in addition to our previous stock of 
twelve wagons and forty-eight horses. It 
was necessary to put these wagons over- 
board, and obtain a gang of twenty colored 
men to drag them ashore to a point from 
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which tho horses could haul them. Capt, 
J. W. Clark, a noble specimen of the Quiir- 
terma.ster's Department, gave every facility 
and furui.shed the gang of men. 

Just as this work was done, the llapley 
came down with a load of stores, and, nut 
being able to get to the pier, discharged 
into pontoon boats, furnished by Captain 
Timothy Lubey, 15th Kcgimcnt N. Y. En- 
gineer Cori)8, aided by a gang of laborers 
furnished by Captain Clark. 

It has re(juircd constant ingenuity and 
forethought to surmount these and similar 
dilliculties; and yet wo have sent thirty 
four-horse wagon loads of condemsed milk, 
beef stock, woolen clothing, stimulauLs, 
crackers, &c., ic., to Fredericksburg, over 
a mo.st horrid road. 

Dy a rough estimate, I suppo.so the 
amount of .sanitary stores sent forward since 
Tuesday to be about J.j.OOU pounds. To-day 
wo have .sent for six additional four-horse 
wagons and twenty-four horses, so that our 
train will consist of about twenty-two wag- 
ons and nearly one hundred horse.s. 

We have a stationary barge hero at tho 
landing ; a large feeding station also, 
where thousands of men have received cof- 
fee, or punch, or crackers; and a special 
relief <-orj>s, consisting of students from 
Princeton and Union Theological Semina- 
ries, and the Episcopal Seminary of N<?w 
York, with others from Bo.ston, New York, 
Washington, ,fcc., A'C. This relief corps is 
mainly operating at Fredericksburg, under 
Jlr. Fay; say about 130 at Fredericksburg, 
and tho balance at the feeding station here. 
I give these numbers in round terms, as 
the roster is not at hand at this moment. 
My figures will not vary half a dozen from 
the actual number, and I have endeavored 
to under-state rather than over-state. We 
are endeavoring to gain upon the demands 
at Fredericksburg, but ns yet tho calls are 
fearfully beseeching and c.xhaustive. Ten 
wagon loads of stores, sent on Wednesday 
to Freilericksburg, were is.sued in le.ss than 
four hours. This will servo to show tho 
demand. I go to Fredericksburg to- day, 
not having been able to move from this 
point since my arrival on Wednesday. Dr. 
Steiner, our Chief Inspector for the .-Vriuy 
of the Potomac, has been here, hard at work, 
since Tuestlay; and Mr. Knapp takes charge. 



from to-day, of the whole scheme of special 
relief and supply work. I cannot now say 
more; but must, before I close, say jnst one 
word concerning that noble, self-sacrificing 
man. Col Cuyler, M. D., U. S. A., who has 
conducted all the operations for the removal 
of the wounded by the hospital tran.s|H>rts. 
I should fail in any attempt to describe his 
services. Day and night he ho.s worked, 
not only in directing the movement-s, but 
in dres.sing wounds and giving personal 
and ingenious attention to the comfort and 
safety of the pre.ssing crowd of the weary, 
wounded and exhausted. Dr. Cuyler is ably 
assisted by Dr. Thur.ston, Staff Surgeon. 

But not a moment remains to re-rciul this 
or add more. Still tho clatter, and rush, 
and confusion continue, and 1 wonder how 
I have managed to write even a-s much as 
this. Love to tho brethren. 

Yours affectionately, 

C. It. Aonew. 

N. B. — I must sayfurthiT, that our barge 
lies next to that of tho Jledical Purveyor; 
tho old flag is flying, and wo constitute a 
general intelligence office and mail agi-ncy. 
Yesterday a bushel and a half of letters 
were deposited in our box by tho siddiers 
for those at home. Wo send off one mail a 
day, and pay f<ir such soldiers’ letters ns 
are not prepaid. Gen. Abercrombie, the 
commandant of tho post, mado our barge 
his headquarters for twenty-four honrs, and 
we have furnished tents for the quarters of 
several of the principal oflicers forming the 
military establishment at the landing. Our 
agent is out biking narae.s at Fredericks- 
burg for the Hospital Directory. 

Yours, C. It. A. 

Dr. Steiner writes. May i!3d: 

We are now twentj'-five miles from Rich- 
mond; have been ill the saddle every day 
since we left, living as best we can on the 
army rations and such few artieh's as could 
be jiicked up on the road. We are now 
halted at Carmel Hill Church, and expect 
to cross the North Anna River this after- 
noon. 

Dr. Stevens reported yesterday, and was 
ordered to follow .-Vbbott, in the ilth Corjis, 
to turn over his wagon to him and then to 
devote himself to his special business in the 
yth Corps and whatever otlier corps might 
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bp Dpxt him. Thus fur I huvu kr])t "uith 
the 5th Corjis. Harriu huvilig been <letailed 
ou other duty, I have been deprived of 
my ordiuury a.si>isfuut iu keeping up the 
communieatiou. I am, however, satisfied 
thiit the work is lieing well done. 

3 o'cluck, r. M . — I have just come down 
to the North Anna; the army is just cross- 
ing. No ciiposilion has been offered. The 
fight is eipected to take place somewhere 
about Hanover Court Hou.se. 

6 o'd'ick, P. jV.— T he ribels have made 
their appearuuce in the woods, and have at- 
tacked our troops hardly iu line of battle, 
with great vigor and spitefulness. Hujipen- 
ing to he within ten feet of the rear of the 
line of battle w hen the musketry ope ed, Mr. 
Marsh and I had a splendid opportunity of 
hearing A. P. Hill's bullets and shells. 1) e 
didn't avail ourselvi s of the privilege for a 
verj’ long lime.but beat a retreat to the river, 
re-cros.sed, and reached the hospitals of the 
corps, which had just been established by 
the medical officers. The result of the but- 
tle of North Anna was the frustration of the 
rebel de.sigu of destroying one of <uir eoqis, 
our driving them about a mile from their 
field of buttle, leaving two hundred and 
twenty-four wounded ami a few killed, and 
taking about tliria- hundred prisom-rs. 
This morning the rebels have disappeared. 

The (Uh Corps ero.ssed hist night to sup- 
port the 5th — i/f/r corjm, as 1 now call it. 
Hancock crossed soim-whert- In-low yester- 
day, and judging from the booming of can- 
non all the morning, he must now be en- 
gaged with the enemy. The firing hiusbeen 
incoisaut for some hours. 

The next fight, unless this oi>enition of 
Hancock's brings it on to-day, will take 
place at Hanover Court House. 

The work from here on is likely to be ter- 
rilie. 

Only be prc])ared for the new base. You 
don't know how grateful a thing it was to 
me to see lUmost overj- needy in the hospi- 
t.ds of the 5th Corps supplied with our 
shirts, (live us large supplies from the new- 
base. 1 shall need Freeman for my own use. 

Mr. Marsh i.s now taking the names of 
the wounded at the battle of North .-Inna. 

Our clothing left by the wagons in the 
15th Corjis Hospital is doing splendid duty 
now. 



The Acw Vork Times correspondent says, 
writing from Port Royal, May 28: 

Tlic wounded began to arrive on Wednes- 
day evening, and as good hick or good 
management would have it, two steamers, 
two barges, a schooner, and a tug boat, all 
heavily w ith the stores of the United States 
Sanitary Commission, got hern in advance, 
ami more than a hundred willing men and 
women were ready to administer to the 
comfort of the suffering, who were faint 
ami exlmusU'd by a long ride of twenty or 
thirty miles from the front, some in ambu- 
lam-es, but more in the springless army 
wagons. Every wounded man was kindly 
cared for, and the good work has been kejjt 
up night and day, until now it is aunouuo- 
ed that all those woumh-d ui> to yi-sterday 
have been sent here, and that probably no 
others will come to this point. The men 
have iM-en mainly left in the vehicles, until 
8<-ut on laiard the arriving boats, to lie car- 
ried direct to Washington. The Sanitary 
Relief Cori)s have gone from wagon to 
wagon carrying coffee, beef ten, farina, 
milk imnch,' ikc., and giving out crutches, 
and affording other relief ns needed. I 
estimate the number of wounded arriving 
here at about 2,000. As 1 said of both Belle 
Plain and Fredericksburg, I say here, that 
the relief and comfort afforiled to the 
sick and wounded af this i>oint alone have 
abundantly repaid all the efforts ever mode 
to put funds into the treasury of the Sani- 
tary Commission. I doubt not that hun- 
dreds of lives have been saved. If any 
others arrive, there are now complete hos- 
pital boats ready to receive them; ami at 
least part of the Sanitary Commission forces 
and supplies will soon move to another 
jjoint, (where you will nunoiinco in due 
time, if not jiropcr now.) 

All seem cheerful and rsinfident of suc- 
ce.Hs; even the wounded express unlwund- 
ed confidence. Every inch of ground 
gained by our troojis /urtrftrtl. whether for 
strategie.'d or other pur|>oses on tho part 
of the army, give.s contideuco to the men. 
Thi‘ next tield of operations for the Sani- 
tary Couimis.siou w ill probably be well to- 
ward Richmond. Tho iireaent volunteer 
force have worked uuceasingl,v night and 
day for three weeks, and many of them will 
continue in the field as long as po.s.siblo. 
The present exi>enditiirea of the Commis- 
sion are on a vast scale, tho mauagi’rs 
deeming it their duty to spare no cxiiense 
to give the must promjit and efficient re- 
lief to every wounded man over the vast 
lii-ld now eoveri-d by our extensive military 
operations. Evi-rvbody connected witll 
the t/omrais.siou is, 1 know, too busy to stop 
to reniler anv m-eount of their stewardship 
just now. 'i'he soldiers and the country 
will owe them a great deal of gratitude for 
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the enrnestnoss mml fitlolity witli which 
they lire executing tlieir hcuven lKirn trust. 

Itflow I semi you a list of sohliers burii cl 
nt I’ort Uoyal. They arc all burieil in one 
spot, ami their graves are numbered in the 
order that I have numbered the names 
below. 

t. S. V. Mirtln, Co. I. 87lh Ponn.— diort M»y 25. 

3. Mt>rriif Camiu. )i*tU'ry M, 7th X. Y. AxtiUni 7 .— died 
May 38. 

3. Jium'ii FfiToll, Co. C. 104th N. Y. — died May 30. 

4 StTK't O. Pritobard, Co. 1>, 14:M Pemi. Yul8.-^lcd 
May 3S. 

6. H«*nry C. MfincM, Co. C, 13th Ky., 3«1 Bat. C. S. 
fimtry — ilied May 30. 

0. Mit'ba^ I Drew. Co.C, Olat Pt-nn. Vola., of TUehmoml, 
P*ui>.— illiNl May 3tt. 

7, B. Menthan. { lat SerK’t)Co. 1. 4th M«v-~^iod May 26. 

H. Hfury W. Toye, (V». A. IGth Peun. Cav., Veuango 

County, iVnn. — died May 36. 

9. John H&uQUiu. Co. D, lat X. Y. Artillery -^lled 
May 30. 

10. C«pt, Henry W. Daviii, 1st X. Y., Battery E— <Uod 
May 37. 

11. Alt'xander Dr Forrest, l«Hh Mass. — died May 27. 

13. Uukiiowu, Uth Mass. Vubt., (rvatdence, Malden) — 
dietl Mar 37. 

1». ThuouM B. Htory, Co. II, I03d Pimu. VoU.— <Ued 
Muv 37. 

14. A. P. Math>n. Co. C. 105th Penn. Vols.— died May 37. 

15. JuM 2 ph Vaughu. Co. Ill, iUat Ponii. Vuls. — 

May 37. 

16. rnknown, anchor and abield on left arm in India 
Ink— <lle<l .May 37. 

17. rnknown. 7th Loyal Virginia Vnis. — tiled May 37. 

18. James (Irare. G:til X. V.-^ied May 37. 

19 <*. Ixiwu Franklin, Co. F, 7th U. 1. Vobi.— died 
May 37. 

29. rnknown —probably of HowlyUm. Hroomo County, 
X. V.— <li.-d May. 37. 

31. rnknown. 

32. rnknown. 

33. Unknown. 



Tlui above were ou their way home, and 
died before or after arriving nt Port lloj-ul. 
They were buried by the Sanitary Commis- 
sion Cor])s, with religious seiwicres at the 
graves. The graves are neatly roundtHl 
up, with head boards having the above 
markings. A beautiful large bouquet of 
fre.sh (lowers wsis planted upon the lieail of 
ciudi grave, and the whole left iu the charge 
of (.iiM>rge 81111111 , a good old colored mau 
residing near, who promised to do all he 
woiihl be allowed to to keep the graves iii- 
Tiuiate and iu order. A more interesting 
spot, and a more affecting interment 1 
never witnessed. There, at least, is “sa- 
cred soil.” 

The following list of the principal arti- 
cles carrieil to Port Uoyal by the United 
States Sanitary Commission on Wednesday 
evening. May 2ti, will show what is being 
done with the “ funds," and what the Field 
lielief (airps have to work with among the 
sick ami woumled: 



42.1 Is-.l til'll.. 

365 blankrU. 

596 CfukTiK* cotnbil. 

130 An«' combH. 

13*3 mexlii'ine riipA. 
tN) plivpit iuoHt|utto ucL 
331 pUlowit. 

556 pUlow ticki. 

310 towt'ln. 

3.330 till Clips. 

650 till pUti'S. 

350 till m<iitis. 

115 tin btick(‘tfl. 

&41 tiu spittiious. 



45 tin dlpp#*w. 
lir> ni»ttn‘HHP8. 

148 candii'stirks. 

494 kntvpK &n l forks. 
113 wooden jmiU. 

90 strcU'litim. 

50 rsne*. 

I.K30 crutrbes. 

3 bales <i«knm. 

63 urinals. 
i64 chamlMirs. 

350 iMil-pans. 

73 spittoons. 

01 spit cups. 



l.iXK) feet lumber. 

50 barruU cabtiagc or curry. 
318 l>arr*ds Msurkraut. 

5,676 cans tomatoes. 

443 iKinutls butter. 

45,1 pounda ebuese. 

34 barri'U |M>taU>ea. 

10 itam-s Kiuoktug tobacco. 

3 Ixrxt a pipt's. 

703 p«>uudH tamarinds. 

16H lantt'rus. 

571 wtM>leii drawee*. 

H74 ranUm flaunul drawers. 
67 iiaiilN. 

1,763 handkfirrhiefs. 

3.781 woolen shirts. 

290 eanbui shirta. 

306 hospital shirts. 
k 4 blmiM.>s. 

493 shoes. 

13 pairs low bools. 

540 slippers. 

3.470 woolen Mvks. 

313 wrapiM'rs *>f cotton. 
4,0:i'i cans c<»ii«lonscd uiIUe. 
1.738 cans lN-4-f. 

336 cans meats. 

73 raus mutton. 

538 cans iMuiltry. 

60 pouiuU extra coffee. 



3,133 pounds chocolate. 
HO pounds driisl apples. 
33.5 gallons pickles. 

38 Imixcs corn starch. 

K barrels white sugar. 

H baiTclN brown sugar, 

6 chests b'a. 

133 iMittka Tinogar. 

T'30 bottles bramiy. 

GOO bottles wine. 

1.360 bottles wlilsky. 

47 'i barn-ls isirUr. 

130 bottles alcohoL 
PH bottles Jamaica rum. 
pH bottles bay rum. 

P>3 bottles cologne 
1.000 pills oamjih. et opU. 
36 pounds ohlori»r«)nii. 
160 pounds candloa. 

4tri |ialtn fans. 

15 liarr»'U liandagea. 

13 barrels old buen. 
Hpltuts. 

l.V.MMi envelopes. 

31 >3 reams 

157 dozen pen holdcra. 

14 gross pons. 

168 ixittlcs ink. 

300 now newspapers. 



A dispateh to the Associated Press from 
Washington, May 31, says: 

Tlio Sanitary Commission’s steamer John 
U. Thompson, left Ilaltimoro last evening 
with sanitary stores, (her seeoml load,) 
bound for Uermnda Hundred, where she 
has been stationed for tho past fortnight. 

The i>ropeller Klizaheth, ouo of tho Ual- 
timore ami Philadelphia line, has also been 
chartered hytlie Sanitary Commission, and 
was last night loaded with some forty tons 
of ice and eighty tons of assorted sanitary 
stores, oud dispaU'lied to tho Janies Uiver, 
The Thompson and Elizabeth each carried 
its corps of relief agents. Three other boats 
ill the employ of tlie Sanitary Commission 
left the month of the Uappuhannock at 
daylight yesterday morning, for the new 
bast? of tho Army of the Potomac. 



DIAUT OF A RKLIEF AGEN'T ON THE 
K.Vl’PAHANXOCK. 

Bk;j.k Plaix. Ya.. Jfay 33, 1864. 

It was impossible to get a clearance 
and away before 9 A. lil. I sjieiit tho 
morning in writing orders and digesting 
plans. On arrival at Aqnia Creek, found 
cveiy indication of an early, if not imme- 
diate relinquishment of that point. Jlr. 
Chimpitt hiwl gone to EreJoricksburg b> 
come down will, a train of wounded, and I 
was unable to see him; hut left Mr. Wood 
and Chaplain Conwell with “Mae,” to take 
cure of matters. Arriving at this ploeo, 
was greatly perplexed by limling that tho 
tug which towed down the Hulioken was a 
Goveniraeiit one, and had gone off on Gov- 
ernment bu.siues.s. Further, that nothing 
would be left here at 10 A. M., Tuesday. 
Tho Washington, Hoboken, and Kennedy, 
with all our stores and emi)loyees, would, 
if I followed your iiistriietious, be left with- 
out any certainty of removal; and though 
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I earnestly feel the iieoessity for imshing i tent louiicil to General AlH*rerom1>ie, and 
on, yet, in view of the probability that the j <ine to the telefjriiph operatorK. As Mr. 
Kent will bo at Port Koval on Tuesilnr | Williams had spoken to the Ctein ral, I did 
eyeuiiig, and in view of the ntiex]H‘ete4l not think it advisable to bother him a^ain. 

Btat<* oi thinfrs here, I assumed the respoii- I Kenvini? Whittelsey and Freeman in eliarpe 
sibility of providing for the ImrKes and the of the Kennedy, tt»gether with Mrs. Sj»eu- 
agents who Imve worked so faithliilly, fear- cer’s men and our own laborers, Mr. Wil- 
ful that assistunee from Washington might Hams took aboard his c(»rps, and wi* ran up 
arrive tiaj late, as you did not know the theAquiu. 1 had been informed by Captain 
change wrought in twelve liours. Clark that nothingwns safe there long, and 

Keiug unabh» to tind C^iptain Pitkin, I was in the net cd pulling down C’himpitt’s 
oonsiiitrd his assistant in relerenre to tow- tents, when 1 lu'ard you a.sking questions 

ing tlie barges to a safe plaee, where you about it. Clampitt was put abiaLrd your 

could ]ji«‘k tbem up; but, first, he e<uiMn’l tug. Governor Curtin. After yon left, wo 
tell where a wife phtee was; seeoiid. Gov- w<*re detained some time by a j»ieee of old 
eminent liad more than use b»r its tow.s; pile which got jammed betwtHUi tlie arms 
and, third, we might leave benight. After- I of the port wheel and the hull; and, os we 
wards liiuling Captain Pitkin, he ask« d inc | lay within hailing distance, were yelled at 
about <»ur barges, and said he wante^l <me, ; by some body, to the elleet that lifteen 
but Wouldn’t take her off otir hands, as liis | hundred wounded would come d(»wn by 
neeessiti< s witc but for a few days. I re- I railroa<l, and would need feeding. Fearing 
qnesb d him to accept the U*an of the Wash- that there miglit be as many thousands at 

iugtoii US long as ho wished it. and if he Port Koval awaiting n.s, and having been 

would put freight, not men, aboard, pnrt of told by the surgecui that they w’ere not siif- 
thc Hoboken was at his di>]>osal. “ Good! fering in the slightest, as you remember,^! 
llmt's the way to talk! I'll tow all your replied that you would be back in an hour 
barges to l’<»rt Koval for you,” was the on the* tug; that our “ small issue” barge 

reply. T then, feeling that it wiis the best, weis at Belle Plain, and that you Winild get 

thoiigli we may not nec'il all tlie barges at them every thing they could iM)ssibly need. 

Port Koval, handed over tin* Wteshington So soon ns the w heel was cleared, we steam- 

nnd Hoboken. The Kapley had already cd oft* for the liead of Kettle K<»tt<uu Shoals, 

towed tl»e Hoboken out beyond tlie gun- and tied to a sehor»ner, it being impossiblo 

boats, and was making for the iq>per w iiarf for us to pass the shoals at night. St*veml 

after the Wjisliingtou, when t’aptuiii Pitkin bargeswere there, and by PJo’cloekall hands 

orderetl a little tug to eounlermand my were lusleep. Mr. Williams and I sp« nt the 
order, which the little tug vainly si’j)pos»‘d evening in diseussing tmr work and dig<'st- 
it could do by shooting off its slinll little ing details. We have twenty-six Sanitary 

whistle in all imaginable and non imngin- C\)miuissiou |x*ople aboard, and tw»*uty-ono 

able manners. In the mean time. Captain of a crew. It is hard to tell which party 

Hjirris arrived, and accepted an apjM)int- 1 has been worked the hardest; and tin* “ hu- 
meiit as siiperinfendent of land trans|K>rta- j man form divine" may l>e seen sprawled, 
thm. I ]ilnoed him tii full charge of the | knotted, and almost dangling on and from 
trains. ompowTring him to ap)}oiiit such ; decks, boxes, buh*s of straw, and guard.s. 
assistants and establish such r<'gnlations, ’ They need it, poor fellows, for they have 
as he may deem expedient. It will bo bis | worked gh>rionsly. It wouldn’t liave been 
duty to take supplies from the water base, ! a remarkable suriirise to have seen M»mo 
and to forward them to sneli point, or j body asleej) on top of the smoke stack, 
points, m may be conveniently reaebed by | For myself, I succeeded in gaining a sky- 
the Auxiliary and Belief (!4>rps. He re- \ light ftir a pillow. The cabin wiis surreu- 
ported that hi.s train of tweiily-eight, I \ dered to Mrs. Spencer. To-<hiy, Tuesday, 
think, wagons was ready to start with sup- j May *J4, we g«)t away at bik); at 1, had 
plies for Frederieksburg; also, that three i Piiiiit Lookemt abeam; and uow\ d P. M,, 
horses and tw o wagons were unable to stand ’ are heading for the KappahaiiiUK'k. For- 
tin* trip; that every thing at Ids 4*aiiip was i tunuti-ly the bay is eiuuparatively .smooth, 
rennjvt d, except siime water casks. 1 ran though tlu*re are some pale faces, and wo 

up with the Kapley to take tlu*wag<ms and are making a good run. 

horsesou board; butfindingCaptainStnek- 1 have appointed Mr. Williams, General 
land, <^)iiai teiiinister, iu charge, for whom Superintendent of tlio work of the San- 

Captain Pitkin had procured tin* Washing- ' itary Cominissiou, at the water base on 
ton from me, and learning that ho was send- ' the Kajipahnnum'k, and I^Ir. Thompson, 
ing st<a*k U* Washington, reqne.sted him to Sup<*ri!itemh‘iit of Special Belief at the 

take onrs nkmg, wliieli he pronqitly ngn*ed water base— designing in ease Mr. Fav 

to do. The last load of t< nts frtaii Harris slioiild be with us there, to place Mr. 'f. 

Cam]) was lironght aboard the Kaph*y hy j under liis orders, and iu case lie should 

Mr. Whittelsey, in the small boat (Quinta, not, to have Mr.T. supenise, and be re- 

nnd we j»iilled for the lower wharf. Kvery | s]Kinsilde for the feeding of the womided. 
thing had been gotten aboard, except the He is authorized to appoint sucii assistants 
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and sectm' khoIi aid as maybe found uoces- 
lary; and will bo kept near at band to us. 
ready for cmcrKomdoa. Hu btvs fwdoctod 
nimdeen of the foreo abroad, eleven to aid 
wrilh himself, and the rest to bo with Mrs. 
Spencer, who is under his cliar(je. My 
I>lan is to divide the work into appropriate 
departmeut.s — ])lace a reliable man at the 
head of each, and while giving him every 
faeilily ixissible, yet hold him responsible 
for the work. Aeeordingly, Mr. T. is di- 
rected to be able to detail at any moment, 
a captain, who can break in new men, and 
run a new squad. He is also direcbal to 
report semi-weekly all the faets and inei- 
dents of his department. Ho estimates 
that he fed J'J.tHKI at Hello I’lain. I have 
requested him to write up a rcqxirt of that 
work. I shall, so far i»s po.ssible, secure 
full reports from the various agiuits, iu 
order that you may know what wo are 
about. 

Abotit 4.30 P.M., we rounded the guard- 
ship at the month of the Kappahanuock, 
and were ordered to anchor and await a 
convoy. The Medical Purveyor’s tug was 
close by, and a Sanitaiy Commis-sion jh'II- 
nant Wiis tluttering from the Kent, along- 
side of which we anchored. Jlr. Clark 
came aboard to report— I showed him my 
instructions; he had arrived Tue.sday '24th, 
at 11 .V. At., and received similar orders 
from the gunboats. Hoarding her I found 
her tonnage to bo 200; her invoice admi- 
rably selected and full; Atr. Clark iu 
charge, with Capt. Gofts, as Quarterma.s- 
ter; Atr. Heekanil Air. Swan, as assistants, 
together with a crew of seventeen men — 
charter, 822.">. The saurkraut schooner 
had receivisl orders to make sail from port 
Monroe for l{a))pahannoek. Hlio had not 
arrived, nor had any of our barges, but, 
doubtle.ss, would ol)ey her instructions, 
and anchor till further orders. I shall 
probably dispatch the tug Curtin for her, 
after the Keuuedv is lauded at Port 
Royal. 

wf.dsesii.iv. Mity a.'*, tscr. 

Obeying orders from the gunboat, wo 
were under weigh at 5 A. AI., with quite a 
respectable licet of transports and tows, the 
gunboat Hragon acting as convoy. Tlio 
river is broad, water gooil, and banks 
fringed with green foliage, which also iwts 
as a beautiful frame to the occasional whito 
farm-houses. About 8, the gunboat stoji- 
ped to w.iit for the rest of tho fleet, and 
the Uapley and Kent followed in the wake 
of a large transport sea propidler. Tho 
City of Albany is far ahead of tho trans- 
port. I have had certain persons selecteil 
as siiibible men to place on tr.ansports re- 
turning with W'ounded; anil also, a table of 
supplies, calculated for one hundred men 
for one day. .Should emergencies arise, 
we can speedily determine from tho num- 
ber of iiatients and their destination, the 



amount and kind of stores to bo put on 
I board, and the agent to go with them. On 
arrival, unless aff.drs at Port Royal change 
the decision, I shall hav’o the cargo of tho 
Itapley discharged into the Kent, retain tho 
Kent until tho barge arrives, and send back 
tho Raploy in charge of Air. Clark. AVill 
most |ir(diably pliu-e Air. Beck iu charge of 
tho Kent, and Air. Swan as his assistant. 
Purpose to retain tho Kent until the 
barge arrives, and then dispatch her, unless 
there is a great demand. I can’t keep 
feeling apprelicnsive, and yet 1 agreed with 
Harris that, so far as we could tell, tho 
Frederiekslmrg route was the safest and 
si>eediest. That Harris is a noble man. 
At 11 .\. AI., passed Happahannis'k village. 
Some negroes waving handkerchiefs; tho 
gunboats will probably pick them up. 4 
P. M., — aro just rounding into Port Royal; 
have passed one of tho most elegant houses 
on tho South shore. Some ladies and a 
co\r])le of gentlemen sitting on the veranda, 
waved handkerchiefs to them, “which, 
they didn’t see it,” as .Artemus AVard re- 
marks. Plenty’ of contnibands have welcom- 
ed us at many points, but no white people. 
Several vessels are lying at Port Royal, 
gunboats among others. Have jiassed some 
elegant places for guerrillas, but fortunate- 
ly without disturbance. State of Alaine 
just gone with wounded, sainted us. On 
arrival, directed Air. Clark to lower his 
boat and visit the steamers in ]>ort, to see 
what ones would grant us trans]X)rts, and 
what ones would need supplie.s. .Vt the 
same time I took tho .Tiiuiata, which we 
had towed from Belle Plain, and nailing a 
crutch, with a Sanitary Commission flag to 
her, put out to Port Royal in search of our 
men. Getting no trace, I crossed over tho 
river, and proceeding to Gen. .Abercrom- 
bie’s headquarters, informed him of our 
arrival and desire to facilitate matters. 

Iji’amed from him that a train of wound- 
ed would likely’ arrive during the evening. 
Re crossed the river; and, by the way, it 
was pouring rain all tho afternoon and 
night. I succeeded in tiudiug Dr. Cuyler, 
on a search for houses suitable for hospi- 
tals. Ho greeted ns mo.st cordially. AVo 
arrived au hour before his barges, and 
about an hour after General Abercrombie 
— long before his train was in. Dr. Cuyler 
asked me what we wanted, and, of course, 
wo preferred a house, whereupon he assign- 
[ ed one to us; but finding from his staff, 

[ (Captains Pitkin and Clark,) that there is 
no probability at present of our nmiaiiiing 
I lotigcw than four or five days, I have not 
yet used it. 

On returning to the wharf, I met Air. Lo 
Baron, who h.ad left Fredericksburg Tues- 
day evening, bringing a note to you from 
Air. Fay, requesting that the Raplcy bo 
.scntup'to bring our agents off. Coming 
aboard, I directed Mr. ’JThompson to tak 
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nsliore liis corjis, niiJ imiper raiitoriiil for 
feeiliuff Kix hiiudred wounded about to ar- 
rive. I’ulliii*? to Ca])t.ain Uookis.s's gun- 
boat, on wliich Mr. I.o Baron bad oome 
down, liad ijiiito a tidk with Captniu H., 
and learned that the Weems would proba- 
bly go up to-night. Ketunied, relieved 
Mr. Clark, and direetcd him to turn over 
the Kent to Mr. M'illiums. Kequested Mr. 
M'illiams to proci'ed with her in the wake 
of the Weems, and, under convoy, to Fred- 
ericksburg. Wrote to Captain Harris and 
Dr. Douglas. Sent the Kent instead of the 
K.spley, because, first, she is larger, and is 
not so crowded with stores; second, has 
more coal; and, third, runs fast. 

Ca]>tain Harris had arrived at Fredericks- 
burg TiU'sday, 10 or 11 k. M., and I mu 
greatly jierplexed to know what ho ought 
to do. I think he had better come here, 
unless he has pushed on to Millford. I 
went ashore in hopes of finding him, and 
tramjH'dall around the country. Thompson 
had got an old house; and liniterna, biiek- 
et-s of coffee and crackers were constantly 
accompanying pairs of legs in anil out. 

tin tlio hearth was a bright fire of wood 
and a brighti r fire of womanhood, both of 
them boiling coffee and dispensing cheer- 
fulness. 

The wounded wore in army wagons, and 
had come from a point a mile and a halt 
bevond the North .\nna Kiver, a ride of 
thirty miles. They had had nothing to 
eat. by their report, for some time. 

Jlr. Bloor came with the train. They 
were thoroiighlv fed, our men being at 
work until 3 A. M. 

TumsDAT. -Vriy2B, 

Kent s.siled for Fredericksburg, in charge 
of Mr. Williams, at 5 A. AI. Six hundred 
more wounded had arrived. 

We hove given out two thousand six hun- 
dred meids. At 12, seventy-five ambulances 
are reported as expeeb-d. AVo are all work- 
ed terribly. 1 pray that some of them may 
come from Fredericksburg to-night. 

Dr. Cuyler wishes to supply us with stove, 
cauldrons, bread, Ao. I accepted, (lot a 
guard to bury six men who had died eii 
route. Commissary is not issuing. Have 
had. to supply Captain Pitkin and several 
r|uartvrraa.sters with food, also gunboats. 
A'our dispatch is received. Curtin not ar- 
rived; when she doc.s, will send the schooner 
back. You had better have a steamer, with 
cargo, anchored at mouth of York Uiver, to 
go up a-s soon as White House is garrison- 
ed. .Aiipi'arauces may change, but at pres- 
ent nothing indicates a week’s delay here. 

By midnight we will have given four 
thousand six hundred meals. 

Key Port and Lizzie Baker just arrived 
from Fredericksburg; but no transports 
hero to take off their wounded. 

In great haste, yours, 

j. A. Andeksov. 



N. B. — Hurriedly written to catch the 
mail. Coi’YlsT. 



GEN'EltAL B.\NK.S’S ARMY. 

Dr. Crane writes from New Orleans, April 
•29: 

Since writing you on the *22d inst, little 
has oeeiimsl here of interest. I have re- 
ceived from the front four letters — two from 
Mitchell dated on the ‘21st inst., one from 
Slitehell and one from Stevens tinted on 
the 2tith. These four letters I now eueloso 
to you. 

Mr. Chadwick, agent for the Cincinnati 
Branch, retiirneil from Alexandria to-day. 
Hu gives good accounts of the work done 
by our agents. I shall send up to-morrow 
by Mr. litlgerly a pretty largo supply of 
vegetables, dried fruit, Ac., for general tlis- 
tribution in camp. 

Mitchell, Stevens, Barnard, Foote, Mil- 
ler, Hihlreth and Iteyuolds, are at .Alexan- 
dria. Edgerly got:s on the Laurid Hill. 

( Jrant and Kimball are in the storehouse. 
Furniss attends to securiiij^ tran.sportation, 
Ac., Ac. Boltwood is now in the storehouse 
awaiting trans|iortation to Pensacola. Tho 
condition of the refugees at that station — 
women and hel|)less children — who have 
come within our lines, demands immediate 
attention. (Jen. Asboth has written to mo 
about it, and I have directed Mr. Boltwixid 
to proceed to Pensacola and investigate tho 
rnattiT. 

I have written somewhat at length about 
the subject to Dr. ,1eiikins. It is an im- 
])ortant one, and 1 hope the L'ommissiou 
will feel it to bo their duty to act upon it 
directly. 

Tho Tempest lia.s arrived, and we have 
been receiving her cargo to-day. The in- 
voice is a splendid one ; it measurably fiUa 
the givat gap created by the recent run 
uiioii our stores. 

Tho net result of the recent benefit and 
subsi-ription li.st in our ladialf was :#2,l).V2.‘25. 

I semi you a eojiy of the A’ro of the 2()th 
inst., which will give you the former state- 
ment. 

Tho weather is now quite hot and sum- 
mer is in, and the demands for ice are fre- 
quent. It can be obtained in this city for 
l',_; cents per lb., delivered in quantities to 
suit. Should a shipment be eoiisiderisl de- 
sirable there will bo no dillieulty in ob- 
taining an ice-house. 

Tho accounts from the Bed Biver are sad 
enough. Mr. Mitchell, writing from ^Alcx- 
Biidria, April 21, says: 

As Mr. Foote was unwell, I concluded to 
send Mr. Chadwick with a large sujiply of 
stores to the front to eonimunieato and act 
with Alessrs. Stevens and Barnard. Ye.s- 
terday I sent up to the Bapids, on teams 
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for tranxportation to tlie nnny, b largo 
quantity of jKJtutooa, i>ickleH, U nions, clarot, 
conJensod milk, hoof stock, farina, buiul- 
agos anti other tielil supplies, whieli I knew 
would be needed in view of the abandon- 
ment and legitimate eonsuiuplion of medi- 
cal supplies during tho two days’ light. In 
the evening, much to our annoyance, we 
reoeived information that no stores would 
be sent forward until further orders. A 
boat loaded with commissary stores return- 
ed to the Falls still loaded, and it soon be- 
came quite evident that the intention of 
our commanders is to return at least as 
far as this ]>oint. The troops here were 
under arms until 4 A. M. to-day, and tho 
Superior has just arrived here, having 
been fired into at Bayou ,Sara and 15 miles 
Ix-low this place, with artillery, killing two 
men of the 3d It. I. Cuvali-y and wounding 
sixteen. 

The guidroata, numbering some twenty 
in all, with many of our largi* transports, 
will be unable to cross the Falls from above. 
The Navy I projrose to lo<rk after, and to 
issue to it a large isirtiou of onr stores at 
the It ipids, which tlii-y may stand in need 
of, and which we cannot get b) the army. 

Tho iiotatoes by the Fhateau are just 
nnloadeil to-day. 1 will i.ssue them to-mor- 
row to hospitals and troops. Have heard 
nothing from Stevens or Barnard. Fiiote 
is sii'k. C'liadwiok is umler orders to eom- 
muiiieato with Stevens with stores, Imt, os 
I have explaiuerl, is unable to. 1 will re- 
tain him to a-ssist at the storehouse until 
Jlr. Foote is able to take charge. “I’liilip,” 
“Jim” and “Charlie,” arc all kept busy. 
I have hiul not an hour unoccupied in day- 
light as yi t, ami this fact must apologize 
for Illy hurried and di.scouuectcd communi- 
cations. ' 

On tho QGth, ho odds: 

Thanks to the courtesy of Capt. Welch, 
Quartermaster at this point, I turned over 
to him for tnins])ortntion to Mr. Stevens, 
at Grand Kcore, a large amount of all kinds 
of hospital stores, iiotatoes, lemons, milk, 
farina, corn storcli, sugar, ice, tobacco, 
pipes, clothing, Ac., Ac. All these were 
sent above tho Falls on Friday, 23d inst. 
Sir. (,'hiulwick wiis to have gone up with 
them, and to have aided Mr. Stevens in 
tho distribution; ho was also to have cora- 
muiiicabsl with Mr. Barnard, to whom I 
sent word to return, that he might assist at 
thi.s point. 

Oil the evening of tho 22d Capt. Welch 
told me that he hud orders to .send no more 
bouts up the river. This, we concluded, 
meant that the army was to return. On 
the niorniiig of the 23d I sent Mr. Chad- 
wick to the Falls to distribute such of our 
stores to the gunboats at that point as they 
might need. He was prevented from ac- 
complishing this, os the stores were sent 



back to me before he arrived there. Mr. 
Chadwick, however, succeeded in render- 
ing aid to tin- 5.50 sick on board the F.w- 
; ing, by distributing stores brought buck 
I for want of transportation by Mr. Barnard. 

I Mr. Barnard w iis already on board, hard at 
I work and faithful to his mission. 

On the 24th inst. wo were all busy in 
looking after the sick on the Ewing, the 
wants of the hospitals, and the various 
; calls made on us by tho detachments of 
sick on board some seven trans|H>rts, si*nt 
down from Gen. .Smith’s fleet. AVe also 
issued to eveiy company of Gen. Grover’s 
command half a barrel of iiotatoes, for 
which we were often thanked. 

The convalescent men on board the seven 
transports were sent to the Ke.st,w'here Mr. 
Beynoldsw iis kept continually busy in ]iro- 
viding them meals. Alr.Eeynolds has had 
probably us many ns 200 boarders at the 
Best. 

On boaixl the Ewing, NIr. Buniard and 
Mr. Chiulwick have worked inee-santly. 

The hail made no provision for 

feeding his men. I’hilip made some 20 
gallons of corn starch, and this, with cherry 
wine, crackers and claret punch, has been 
served out at every meiU to all tho men on 
board. 

This morning the snrgi'on went with me 
to tho Commissuiy's, where I drew full ra- 
tions of fresh lii'ef, iMitatoes, rice. Hour, 
Ac., i^c. AYith Air. Chadwick's assistance 
wo set up a hospital cook-stove, lying un- 
used on board, and having selected conva- 
lescent men on board, si't them to w ork 
to prepare a good .soup for all on board. 

Ycsti'rday morning Gen. Banks and staff 
rode in. .Soon the army was coming in, 
and Mr. Stevens reported. 

The Bed Chief soon after came down, 
with 11 number of wounded on board, and 
then again all hands went at work. AVo 
gave to every man on board iced punch or 
hrandy and water ami soft crackers, before 
they were removed to the hospital. Jlr. 
Mudge, of the Christian Commission, did 
valuable service, in washing and dre.ssing 
tho sore and sick men on board the Ewing. 
He is u good )iractical worker, and recog- 
nizes the need of administering physical 
comforts before spiritual exhortations to 
men suffering from empty stomachs and 
dusty persons. 

To day the army is all biM'k here, having 
had to light its way through a force at 
Cuiiey Biver, while its rear was compelled 
to repulse continuous attacks. It was iu a 
hazardous position, and wo all thank God 
ami Gen. Smith that it is hero in compara- 
tive safety. It is said there was lighting 
near hero this morning, and ns 1 write I 
hear tho booming of di.stant reports of ar- 
tillery. There is also a small force of 
rebels opposite ns at I’iuoyville; la.st night 
the gunboats here punished their audacity 
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by Hliollinp; thorn nml killing n Kmnll num- 
ber. Wliut movement will next tuke phiee 
no one HeetiiH to know, although the goue- 
ml improKsion i.s that we will leave for New 
Orleatia, We atill have Home Hupplie.s, but 
can uae all you can aeml us. 

Mr. Stevens was with the army during 
the retreat, and gives the following account 
of his operations during the march: 

Your favor of 13th iust. wa.s received 
upon my arrival at this place yeslerday. 
During my stay at (trand Keore I rweived 
from Mr. Mitchell two loads of supplies, 
and have been iu direct communication 
with him since, as von suggest in your let- 
ter. My last to tlie oHice was dated the 
1.5th iiist. The next day I sent supplies 
per flag of tntcc to our wounded left be- 
hind at Mt. I’leasant, and made some other 
distribution t<i our forces around me, but 
being under marching orders, could not do 
mncli. On the 21st Gen. Smith took pos- 
se.ssit)n of Natchitoches, and next day at 5 
P. M. wo started on our retreat. On ac- 
count of the burning of several houses the 
enemy must have been made aware of our 
movements, for they were soon preasiug 
Oeii. .Smith in his rear. At the hast cross- 
ing of Caney River, upon some high blutls 
which commanded a wide range of coun- 
try, we found seven or eight guns planted, 
thus menacing us in front and rear at thu 
same time. Smith drove them back, while 
Oeu. Beige, crossing the river and making 
quite a (letour, took them by siirjirise. driv- 
ing them away from their strting position. 
Our loss was about one hundri'il and fifty 
wounded. These were brought over and 
cared for, keejiing us at work all night. 
I had a box jiacked with those things en- 
ccssary and taken to the hns]iital, thus be- 
ing re idy before the wounded came in. 
The next morning, the enemy still jmrsu- 
ing, we hurried the men into ambulauces 
and pa-ssed the river, stopjiing all night at 
Henderson's Hill, and arriving here yester- 
day about noon. 

I found the Commission hard at work, 
and many are the words of praise I have 
heard from men and oflieers iws well as sur- 
geons. The men seemeil to be astonished 
that the Commi.s.siou could “come clear up 
here. " 

No one can tell how long wo may remain 
here, or that “ the object of the expedition 
is acconipli.shed.” The whole nll'air has 
been sad enough. 

It would seem from the following from 
Mr. Mitchell that the Cuion still has some 
friends left even iu Western Louisiana: 

I have the gratification of acknowledg- 
ing to you the receipt from William 1). 
Primer, Ksq., of Alexandria, I.a.. of four 
gallons domestica wine, aud through the 



Rev. Thomas Bacon, ,D. D., of the same 
l)lac<>, the iimonut of the Easter contribu- 
tion, viz., 811. '20. 

This, lor a phu-e not six weeks in our pos- 
session, encourages the ho])C that Viiion- 
ism, genuine ami devoted, still breathes at 
the .South, smothered though it may be 
for a time by the strong hand of military 
dc.spotism. The numerous eulistmeut^iu 
the "Louisiana .Scouts,” commonly called 
“ biishwackers,” indicates charly ttiat there 
arc many men, who, having oi>posi‘d this 
desiKitism ns far as they were able unaided, 
are ready to fight for the Union, now that 
tlic-y have a siqiport ou which they can 
rally with conluh nce. 



Otm OPER.ATIONS AT BELLE PLAIN. 

The following ri'ports contain a number 
of inU restiug details of our oimratious dur- 
ing General Grant’s “Eight Days”: 

USITrii STATrs SaHITABT ('OMMIASIOS, 1 
WasUisoius, I). C., .Vay 23. IISH. ) 

Us. F. Jeskisa. 

OVni.ol Urcrfiar^, rff.. tfe..* 

Dk.vb Htn— I sent you a telegram this 
morning giving you a general summary. 
Yesti’rday wo ran up to A(|uia Creek and 
pitched our b-nts, for a relief station, near 
the old spot where a ytair ago we had our 
station for feeding the wounded. We left 
supplies there with five relief agents. The 
train went up to Falmouth at 4'.i P. M., 
and it was thought that the ears might 
bring back the wounded. 

Returning to Belle Plain, we found that 
in our ab.sence of four hours, information 
had been received which indii-aU'd aspirndy 
removal of medical qimrlermasler ami com- 
missary stores from Belle I’laiu tii Port 
Royal, on the Ra]>pahaunock. We made our 
nrrangement.s accordingly, leaving stores 
enough only at the upper wharf to load the 
trains of thirty wagons which will be there 
to-day for their lust trip to be mailc to 
Frederiek.sbnrg. 

The balance of stores upon the shore, 
together with the tents and material used 
at the feisling station, Ac., A-e,, are loaded 
on the barges to day--jirovision still being 
made at the former relief station to feed 
any wounded who, by chani’e, may yet 
come in that way. .ludgiiig it important 
to make arrangements for anotluT boat 
beside the Ra]iley, I came up last evening 
with Mr. .Vnderson, and have today found, 
by telegram, that the Kent is at Norfolk, 
well stored, still, after having supplied our 
boat on .James River, the Thompson, which 
came down for stores a day or two since. 
I have ordered the Kent, with the schooner 
iu tow, loaded with anti scorbutic siqiplies, 
to go at once to Port Royal. After wo 
arrived last night, at 1 A. M., the Rapley 
was ciialed and loaded, and at daylight this 
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morning she started, for the base. Tliis 
afteriioim I go down on a tugboat. Gov. 
Curtin, which I liuve chartered for as long 
a term a.s we need her. After supjilying 
the demands at Aquia Creek for Frcaerieks- 
bnrg, the tng will take one of tlie barges, 
the Kennedy, with her stores, to Port Royal. 
The Kenneily is the barge which has been 
at the wharf at Bello Plain, near the Medi- 
cal Purveyor’s boat, and which has been 
hesdiinarb-rs for the agents of the Commi.s- 
sion while there, and also a distributing 
station. 1 slioiild liave sent this barge off 
earlv this morning, except lor the hiet that 
we iiad promised to receive from soldiers 
stationed in the vicinity, passing through 
Belle Plain, sneli vali.sesnnd little packages 
as they found themselves unable to carry, 
or which they wi.shed to depo.sit in a safe 
8i>ot before going into batth* — and so we 
wanted to let this storehouse remain till the 
last moment. I may just mention here, 
that during the piLst two days the aggregate 
of thes<> packages and bundles which wo 
have thus taken charge of, and which, in 
most ca-se.s, would have been simply aban- 
doned — the men unable to march carrying 
the load — amounted to not less than twenty 
tons. Straight through the day and night 
there was <>ne unbroken stream of men 
bringing what they wished to preserve. 
But to-night the barge, which had been 
s)ich a comfortable home at Belle Plain, 
and which, beside our own agents, has 
“ slept and fed” at least two hundred other 
State and locsil relief agents and tho.se seek- 
ing wounded friends — to-night the barge 
goes lor its new wharf at I’ort Boyal. The 
relief agents who have fed the wounded as 
they arrived from Fredericksburg, will go 
on w ith the barge, and bo ready to continue 
their work on the other river bunk. It 
cannot bo n more lovely sjjot than that 
where our tents and little frame house 
clustered under the great tulip tree all 
full of flowera, and covered with that enor- 
mous growth of vine. Mr. Anderson will 
take charge for the present at Port Royal 
of the work of receiving and forwarding 
our aup|)lies, and establishing the stations 
for feeding the wounded as they come in 
by ambulance. Mr. Anderson’s energy and 
wise juilgment, united to a generous hu- 
manity and religious purpose, make him 
just the kind of man we want for that work. 

The agents of the little feeding station at 
White Oak Chureh will fall back into Fred- 
ericksburg. You have no idea of the amount 
of comfort and relief which have been given 
at the rough-looking station during the past 
three days. Being half way between Fred- 
ericksburg and Belle Plain, all the slightly 
wounded who are sent on to walk down, 
getting, of course, much exhausted, have 
found here, in food and drink and a place 
to rest for a half hour, just the help which 
gave them streiigth to go on. 



Captain Harris will take charge of the 
transportation wagons and get them over 
to I’ort Royal, except those needed for a 
while between Falmouth depot and Fred- 
ericksburg hosjdtals. 

If we can get the Elizabeth, with her 
largo cajiacity for storage, I propose to 
load her and let her take the placti of the 
Kent, which, though hirge, is not conve- 
niently arranged for carrying sujiplics. 

The barge Hoboken will be loll at Aquia 
Creek until we Ic.ani what the needs are 
there. 

Tndy yours. Ac., Ac., 

Fi!eu. X. Kxai'P, 

Ano' iate Sa retary. 

Waabikutok. D. C., J/uv 14, 1804. 

To F. N. Kj*app. 

Attoeiaie Sfcrfiary, rfc.; 

Sin — A brief report of some of the past 
week’s work may serve as a record of what 
should not be forgotten. 

Under your direction, Iwcntto the Army 
of the I’otomac on Saturday, April 30 ; 
visited the station at Brandy and the head- 
quarters of the army, for such sugge.stions 
from the Provost Marshal General ns might 
guide your work on the eve of battle. 

These were fully communicated to the 
Board in session here, on my return, Jlay 
3. Every thing was in readiness to pro- 
ceed at once to the scene upon the first 
nows of battle. 

On Sunday, at noon, having the only 
pass then issued, I proceeded on your order 
to Alexandria, with hosijital sui>plic8 for 
Ibq>puhannock Station. These were at 
once taken on board a train for the front, 
in charge of a band of fifteen nurses and 
attendants, under the orders of Snrgeon 
Slitchell, in charge of the Cavalry Corps 
Hospital, who received mo into his com- 
pany. 

Milk punch in bottles, crackers, soft 
bread, and eoffee were prejwred, in the 
hope of being able to supjily them to the 
in-coming wounded and sick ui)on the train 
from the rear of the army . 

Wo waibnl in the cars, hour after hour, 
for the signal to go forward, and I kept 
you constantly advised of the state of 
affairs. 

Meanwhile the Lodge at Alexandria waa 
thronged, and all things in active and 
abundant i)nq)amtion for the tide of suffer- 
ing expected. 

As soon as it was a.scertained on Monday 
that no wounded were to come in by rail, 
that Belle Plain woidd probably be the new 
base, I so advised you by telegram; and as 
I was ordered to Washington on Tuesday 
morning, your steamer and a barge, both 
well laden, and bearing your own wagons 
and horses for indei>endcat transportation, 
were ready at an early hour to go forward, 
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anil niovoil off os soon ns tho necessary 
passes could 1 h‘ olitaiiied for the large hand 
of heljM'rs who had been held here in readi- 
ness. 

We reached Belle Plain at twilight; were 
soon miHired at the temporary wharf, and 
every ajipliance was in instant re()nisition. 
The separate bands of young men, nuder 
their several captains, were assigueil to va- 
rious tasks. 

A large hospital tent was jiitched under a 
venerable tree on shore, and the tires soon 
blazed under the i-ani]) kettles, filled with 
coffee. The large supply of lanterns were 
a God.send to the oflieers engaged in ex- 
ploring the crowd-s of woiindeit who hiul 
been all day streaming in, and during the 
entire night in guiding them on board the 
barges, serving as lighU'rs to convey them 
to the transports in deep water in the 
oiling. This service of the young men, 
uinler the order of Mr. pay — in forming 
a line of lanterns, as.sistiug the crippled 
soldiers to the boats, feeding them, and 
going with them on the barges and aiding 
in ro noval to the transjmrts — was cordially 
aicep ed by the oflieers in charge; and, as 
the uosjjitid tents of the medieid oflieers 
were directly opposite the tent under the 
tree, much and very welcome inisistance and 
solace was furnished to it, both to surgeons 
and suflerers. 

During the night a train of ambulances 
wa.s gotten into line, loaded with stimu- 
lanhs, and having on boanl a band of sur- 
geons spi'ciully deputed from sever, il States. 
The intiuise darkuc.ss, and the badnc.ss of 
the roads, as well as their iiugnarded con- 
dition, detained this train until dawn, and 
our young meu supplied the surgeons with 
lanterns, breail and coffee. 

Nearly all of us were at work during the 
entire night, and all rejoiced in the abun- 
dant opportunity afforded of hard and tiring 
service. 

With the break of down, the horses and 
wagons were brought on shore from the 
barge, anil the work of lootling them with 
assorted stores for Prederieksburg pressed 
forward, under the care of Dr. Steiner and 
Mr. Fay. 

About noon Mr. Fay left, with this train 
and a portion of our sixty helpers, for F red- 
ericksburg, taking with them seven sur- 
geons, and Mrs. Husband and Miss Gilson, 
who had come down with u.s upon the 
steamer to take up again their invaluable 
work in the new scenes of suffering at Fred- 
ericksburg. 

The entire freight of your steamer, the 
Mary Kapley, was transferred to the barge, 
and the steamer dispatched for another 
cargo and barge loail to Wa.shington. 

Meanwhile other tents hail lieen pitched 
on shore, and one wagon assigned to carry- 
ing siii>plies to the workers in and around 
them; and during the entire day, (Wednes- 



day,) the crowds of wounded, either on or 
in the baggage wagons now thronging in 
for army stores, left no intermission of 
labor, anti menaced exhaustion both to sup- 
plies and workers. 

Buiuls of volunteers from various locali- 
ties cheerfully tiaik work in harmony with 
your organizations, and, lifting at the 
stretcher, sup|M>rtiug the crii>j)led soldiers 
to the bout, aiding to disjiose his shattered 
form upon the deck, carrying bread and 
crackers and coffee, bathing his wounds or 
readjusting his bandages, served to re- 
double the etlicieiicy of all your means of 
succor; while, on the one hand, the officers 
of tioverumont both accepted cordially 
your services and milled in many things to 
your material, especially iii sui>ply of bread, 
soft its well IIS hard. The members of tho 
Christian Commission harniouionsly co- 
operaU'd in all your work. 

From Wo lnesilav moniing to Friday 
morning, when helpless exhaustion coni- 
IM-lled me to go on board the Connecticut 
; and return to tho city, seems now one un- 
broken interval, in whieh rest was scarco 
thought of, and tho varied actiruties which 
1 have described went on continuously — 
chief officers of tho Ciommission arriving to 
work, and counsel, and direct — new cargoes 
unloading, new bands of workers coming in; 
anil the barge, over which tloated the Hag 
; of tho Coiiimission, moored in tho very 
focus of activity, forming the rendezvous for 
iiiformatioii, consiiltutiou, and supply. 

I cannot close this hasty record without 
making mention, with admiration and grati- 
tude, of the urbane and cordial temper in 
which (amid the distractions of the scene,) 
the Medical Director in charge, (Colonel 
Cuvier,) and the medical oflieers under him, 
welcomed and seconded your service and 
promoted its efliciency. 

Of tho energy and decision, tem])ercd 
with humane consideration, of Col. Cuyler, 
and of his unflagging labor by night and 
day, all will bear witncs.s. It was every 
thing to us and to tho wounded stiJdiers — 
unraveling intricacies and shedding sun- 
shine over tho scene. Tho action of the 
entire medical staff was in harmony with 
this example. 

The laborious and responsible duties of 
quartermaster were in the hands of Capt. 
H. B. Iiucy, temporarily detaileil from G 
Street Wharf, Washington, for the difficult 
occasion; and there are few men in his de- 
partment with tho heart and energy and 
administrative skill which enabled Caiitaiu 
Liwv to crowd the work of a mouth into a 
week. 

Yours, 

J. V. Van Ixoen. 

Wo have the following, also, from Mr. 
Abbott, in Washington, dated May 10: 



The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 



463 



Since my report of yesterday, three boata 
of wounded have arrived, viz. ; 



Number. 

Lizzie Baker ‘2><0 

Connecticut fiOO 

L'tictt 400 

Totiil 1,280 



Three-fourthft of the whole number were 
ueverely woumiiMl, and at Ie4ist one-sixth 
part were ctuses of amputation. 

The men were in excellent Npirits, for men 
so severely wounded. We supplied them 
abundantly with every tiling they needed, 
until they c«mld be comfortably placed in 
Iiospibd. for which tlu'y were exeeedinf?ly 
thankful. We fed this morning a detach- 
ment of one Imndered men from the 1st 
Kogiment of V«*teruu Keservo Cor|4s, who 
have been sent down to Bello Plain to 
ginir<l prisoners. They were unexpectedly 
ordered away, and did not have time to 
prepare themselves any food. To-night I 
will try and fnniish you n report of the 
work accomplished for the week. 



A PRISOXEU’S TKSTmONW. 

New Vows. J/ay 2. 1804. 

T was taken prisoner at the Iwttle of Gottys- 
bnrg. and spent over eight mouths in Libby 
Prison, liichiuond. 

During my stay there I luwl the best practical 
knowledge of the bencticiol working of the U. 8. 
Sanitary I'ommission. 

To their kind offices, 1 and hundreds of others 
are indel>tc«l for almost every particle of decent 
food and all the dedicaeics that we enjoyed. To 
them wo are inflebted for all the clothing and 
blankets which we received while in the prison, 
as also our books, papers, and other reiMliug 
matter. 

Kn-rnEN KovAtw. 

Af<yor 54/A Rfjt., .V. }'. V., Paro'M Pristmer. 



LETTKR FROM Dr. H. S. HEIMTT. 

HcAngr.tRTERt* Dsr'T or rni Ohio, \ 
MEmrjiL inasmiE'ii Orrint. [ 
MoiULtNT.^ws, Te.ss., JfjrcA 17. Ib04, ; 

Sib — I have the honor to ueh nowledge 
the receipt, at tlii.s point, of 80 barrels of 
potnto<‘.s ami 38 barrels of kraut, for gratui- 
tous di.strilintion to the forces of this De- 
partment now in tlie tield. 

This siijiply is timely ami valuable, in a 
very high degree, and will be cordially ap- 
preciated by our soldiers. 

With very great roapoct, 

II. 8. IIewitt, Surg. U. S. 1'., 

Mf-d. Director, 

U. M. Sethoor, Agent V. S, Smu Com. 



Disbursements in cash of the Commis- 
sion during the month of May, $202,898.77, 
This does not include supplies received in 
kind. 



THE WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. Read’s reports to Dr, Newberry, from 
Chattanooga, gives the history of our op- 
emtions with Sherman’s army, down to 
May 18. Writing May 10th, he says: 

Prs, Read. Seymour and Warn'n : Mesj^rs, Ilob. 
lit, RarUdl. Rrunibilt. Kaircbilcl, Tone. HoKford, 
Prindle. .Murray, Crary, Place and Barrett, are at 
the front. 

Wc Lave sent l.irge supplies to Ringgold, and 
are now fending a car loud a day (o Tunnel Hill. 
Our line of coromiinicatiou witL the front is com- 
plete. and we can Lave there ail the t« huii« we need 
or a^k lor. All wc shall need now to have the 
work thoroughly done is a conhlunt supply of 
Rton*«». Wc have lo gnes-* how ma’iyof any kind 
wc fhall need. There heavy ckirmiKhiiig all 
day yeaterduy. and this morning ordi rs have bcca 
pent to prepare for four tholl^and wounded in 
Cbattunouga. Prohalily, a pcvere haUle tivday. 
Wo teli^grupli as plainly as we are penuitud to 
do. All our pbirts. drawers and pbeets, with th« 
greater part of the rag^ and haitdagea have 
already gone to the front, bi r^ide the most of the 
concentrated milk, beef, tea, sugar, BtimulanU, 
Ac. 

We want all the milk and stimulants a^ked for. 
and a proportionate supply of cloihiug of all 
kinds for wounded men. large supply of dresa- 
Ings. a bumlreii barrels of cracker.'^, two tons of 
butter — I deem this very important : live hundred 
pounds of gretm lea, a general supply of all fari- 
naceous delicacies, a supply of llavming extracts 
for Iho use of the ladies of the light diet kitchens, 
three or four ihousaud palm h*uf funs ; and, as 
there i«.and can be no icc. a supply ol tumarinds. 
and other artichafor cooling drinks, with lemons 
and lo.if pugar. Calculate on eight to ten 
thotisanfl wounded, hut 1 hope wc slmll not have 
IK* many. Every thing is yet uncertain, but wc 
can sc4irely fail of severe lighting. 

Hospitals are twtabhpbed at Ringgold and Tun- 
nel Hill,l)ut wc know nothiug as to the numbers 
odmitteil. 

Add Ix'd^sncks to the above partial list, and 
consider it only a partial list, as wc shall, pro- 
Imhly, need every thing required to make wound- 
ed men curofortahle. 

And ^lay 18th, after the battle of Resaca, 
we hear from him: 

TIutc is a lull in the battle. O r troop.s are 
marching on l)clow the Ilosaca. Tbi^ have taken 
two of the strongest places for defense in the 
world — buzzard's Roost and Ri'saca. Our loss 
in woundid will be al»out 3.000. They were in 
all caw'S promptly atteuded to. their wounds 
dnwed. and they theras<'lvi‘s fit! as soon as 
brought from the licld ; and iu all corps, sanitary 
stores were ready for them, and in all but one in 
sufHci»*iit qaantiliea This one would have been 
supplied, hod teams I obtained nod sent with 
much lalior, been loaded. This was a misfortune, 
but. os much the fault of the teamsters as of our 
agents. This corps bail the fewest wouodod, and 
BO had less need of the stores. 

• • • • • 

The Ibt of casualties has been perfected as far 
as possible on the Held, and we have bad a repre- 
Bcntatlve in every Division hospital. 
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Tho railroad bridge at R«‘?aca i« d*‘?troyed— 
will be rt'-built soon. Our policy ia, to k(t‘p our 
goodt^r aunii'ietit for thn Held, at the termiuua of 
the road, and ln»m that j>oiDt we wore to have 
iranN]K)rt.ition through the general supply train 
of the Medical liepartinont. So far. i have ob* 
tamed it much sooner than I could otherwise, by 
l>ciiig on the Held at thew^ommeiici-ment of the 
battle. While the b'uU were Wing put up. I 
could obtain a Division team to go at once for sun* 
itary storc*K. and they returned with them nearly 
as 80 UU as tlie woiiided of that day were brought 
in. 

Dr. Thompson and his associates, were here just 
at the right time to see our work to advantage. 

I say to all the agents of the Christian Cuimnis- 
aion. “Yitu can have go<H]s at any lime, sulyi'cl 
only to the ruh*s n*c|uired of our agent**’’ And. 
although this gives them nothing more than they 
have always had. it puts it in such a form that 
they oanimt obJi*ct to iis. 

There were no goods on tbe field except ours, 
unless the WesU'ru Commission had some for 
McDhersonV corps. 

1 return again at once to the front, and if my 
health permiis^and I am belter — sliall remain 
there until the clb«? of the campaign. • • 

1 commenced, feeling that the difilcnllies in ob> 
taining transportation were ao great that th**y 
could hanlty lx* overcome. I found the Medical 
Director unusually kind, and more di:*poH<.tl than 
ever to aid us, and by hard work have succeeded 
much b**ttcr than ever, in which you will rejoice 
with ml*. 

Dr. Porin, tlio Medical Director of the 
Dej)nrtment of the Cumberland, has been 
relieved by request, but before leaving he 
sent the following testimonial to our ageuta: 

MESiUW. A. N. IlCAD ASD M. C. Rrai>, 

AytHlt U, S, Sanitary Commiiuon: 

Gkntlemkn— 1q leaving the Department of the 
Cumix^rland, I feed it but due to you that I place 
upon rvcor*! my approbation of your conduct of 
the atfairs of the Sanitary Commi-^sion during the 
period that I have served as Medical Director. 

I will simply say lhal this judgment U base<l 
upon personal olmervalionof the ability, zeal and 
energy that have characterized your labors. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

G- ruKis, 

Surgron V. S. A. 

The following la a list of our »hipm >nls down 
tlie river from Cairo to Vickslmrg, Mempbis and 
New Orleans, from May 7 to May 16 : 

28 boxes (101) lbs. each.) codliah, 

850 barrels potatoes, 

165 barrels and 35 kegs pickles, 

125 barrels crackers, 

10 kegs butter, 

6 barrels cornmeal, 

7 boxes milk, 

3 barrels eggs, 

3 boxes pearl Imrley, 

4 barrels cracked wheat 

Another largo shipment to Vicksburg was to 
have been made on the 17th iusiant. 



A CUY FOK HELP. 

The Micliignn Sohliera’ Aid Society says: 
Will not eaedi farmer’s household itledge at 
least one barrel of potatoes or onions for 
I tlie soldiers 'i If barrels are not conven- 
iently obtained, smid them in sacks ; wo 
will return them, if desired, and barrel the 
vegetables. These articles are i.ressingly 
wanted, Itut not thesi' alone. \Ve <)noto 
from the u]>i)cul of the Soldiers’ Aid So- 
ciety at Cleveland: “ It is a signiticaut fact 
that rags, cotton and linen pii'ccs, and 
bandages, are just now demanded iti largo 
qiiatitilies. Will not all housekeepers, and 
others, lay aside for us tlie old cotton and 
hnen that in the spring honso-cleaniug and 
re-arranging are snro to come to light ? 
I’Us.'cs of any size will answer, only let them 
bec/euH niidxmoe//(,and rolled into bundles. ” 

" NEWUEIIN W.UFS." 

The Veoet.vble (J.vrdexs. — Xewbem and 
its surroundings is one complete vegetjdrlo 
giinleu. There are some lino gardens in 
town — that of Dr. Page, of the Sanitary 
Commission, is ahead of all competition. 
He has peas in full blossom and radishc.s, 
lettuce and asparagus ready for tlie table. 
His garden at the “ Old Fifth” Ciunp is 
splendiiUy arranged, and will be very |>ro- 
dnetive. Ho has arranged a “ stealing 
patch” — a novel idea— where it is expocteu 
all soldiers will do their “ lifting” — those 
who feel maliciously inclined can help 
themselves to green coni, watcnnclons. Ac., 
and be entirely welcome. The soldiers will 
bless till' doctor for giving them tliis oppor- 
tunity to “ help themselves,” and “ no 
ijneslioiis asked.” — Xurth Carolina Times, 
April 27. 

COIIRESPONDEN’CE. 

WAHUlsaTOS, Vay 8, 18&4. 

Rkv. F. Ksus*. 

&inifar 3 ii fJommi$rion: 

Dkau Sib — Inclosed please find $20— being 
a part of the t*uro of $100— w hich w rh sent to me 
by Mr. Goddard, our Con.««ul General at Comstan- 
tlnuple, at the instance of Mr. Kmmaiiuei. who 
boliD a Kuliordinate post In the corps of oflicera 
attached to the ulQce of the Consul General, 
which Mr. Kmmamid desires to have expended 
tor the benefit of our »ick aolclier?. 

It is proper that I should say that this sum of 
SlUO thus contributed by this foreiguer, who, 
at his distant post, has seen nothing of the suffer* 
ings of our gallant boys, which are so familiar to 
you, is onC’Hixth of bis auuual compensatioo. 
Who. of our owu conutrymen. bolding otfice un- 
der the Government, liave done more? 

Yours, always truly, G. J. ,\bbott. 

If I can be of service during this coming week, 
when onr wounded boys arrive, pleai)e scud me 
word at the Stale Deparimeut. 



Digitized by GooglL 



465 



The Sanitary Commission BuUelin. 



SOLDlUl’S GIFTS. 

Tlir- follovring letters oxpbiiu themselves: 
CllABLX^ It. Fu»>I)ll'K, 

C’orr. »S«m. Tom., CincimutUi: 

Dear Sib— Inclosed please find dnift on 
Wayiio (’oimty Dank lor one hundp’d dollars, 
bcu»g ft donation from Lieut Wm. Henderson, 
9th Ohio Cavalry, to the U. 8. Sanitary Com- 
mission. This Mr. Henderson enlisted as a 
private, and received the inclosed amount as 
his local township bounty, ami he re«}ucHU me 
to forward it as utK)ve, us he Bays ho has Been so 
many evidenctw of the usefulness mid good re- 
sulting from the efforts of the Commission, that 
be desires to aid in its good w’urk. Will you 
ple^ise make me a written ockuowledl'ment of 
tho receipt of it, and oblige. 

Itespoctfully, 

D. Kobinso.v, Jr. 

Woo«TKK 0., 10. 

No. 1307 CBEUTKI-T STRJtKT, I 

PU1A.A1>KLPUU, Jiaif U. ISM. j 
To the Kiiitor of the S>tnUtrjf CommUiion itu Utin: 

Dear Sib— W ill you bo kind enough to ac- 
knowledge, through tho columns of your jonr- 
nal, the donation t<> tho funds of tho (Himoiis- 
aiun of the sum of one hundred and tifty ono 
dollars, the amount of bounty and back pay due 
the estate of Samuel F. Itolton, dcciMSed, late a 
sergeant in Co. ij., Kegt., Penn. Vols., 

who died in action May 31, I8(i2. The claim 
was collected by this agency, for Joseph U. 
Bolton, of this city, the father of deceased, 
who generously gave it to tho cause of our suf- 
fering soldiers. Such a gill, certainly deserves 
of the Commission honorable mention. 

Very respectfully yours, 

W. N. AsnMAV, 
tSolicUor nf H'or t'iOiM Agency. 

BACK pay. 

The following correspondence explains 
ittoelf: 

Aixiaxpria. Va.. April IS. 1SG4, ) 

Stt eet Itranck U<*»pii<U. f 

Your kind letter of the IJtb instant I have re- 
ceived, and 1 U*g you accept in/ b *st thanks for 
your favor. Couceruing my pay I have to state, 
that I have nut my descriptive list, (that Is to say, 
it is not at the ulhce,) and that 1 do nut cxp-jct 
the s^ime, as in all probability I shall be well 
enough to join my regiment in atxmt two or three 
week’*. Should 1 be mustered on tho hospital pay- 
roll. it is very likely that I am gone before the 
paymaHter comes round to pay off the hospitals, 
which he generally docs Indween the lUlh and 
15th of the month— not beiug then here, and not 
being mustered on the regimental pay-roll. I can- 
not draw iny pay then. and. so you will perceive, 
bow it comes that men have due to them their pay 
sometimes for six mouths. Now. if 1 am not ask- 
ing too much of your kiadaei>8. please see the 
Paymaster, Major Webb, and ascertain II 1 can 
come* to VVasbiugtqn and draw my p.iy and bounty. 
At the same time, 1 would a.<k you to procure for 
me the n<.*ces'«ary permi'^iou to visit Washington. 

Before concluding my letter, let me expre>« to 
you the high aduiirulion 1 eulertaiu of this uoble 
iQHliiutiou of yours. I have seen many armies 
of the Kurop ^an CoutUieut, have served mysidf 
in the Poli&h and F reiicb Armies in Algiers, and I 
You L— No. 15. aO 



wish to God there would be only a shade of a 
like poohdy. caring for the poor soldi'T like ft 
mother o;i)y would do for her children, hhielding 
soMiers from iinp'»ture and helping them along 
lu alni«M>t any conceivable way. 

(Heat a'< the American nation is, U brings forth 
only great things. Great, beyond coinpaiisun, is 
this unholy war; great, without parallel, the sacrl- 
flee uu(l ^ut^ 1 'ring‘i of the people, and gri'Ot the 
noble institiitiou of the Sanitary CoiiirniMdoa, 
which I pray (o (>oil may pro*<pcr and accom- 
plish their great and inestimable desigiis. 

Accept the nii'urance ot my highest esteem and 
respect, in which I remain 

Your obedient servant, 

JouN Weu.vbr. 

Wasrikotob, D. C., Aprti 16, 166i. 
Mb. Joub Webni;b. 

V>. C., & h ,V. J. Po’/., 

J‘rtn e Street Ilotpittil, Altifl., Va.: 

Sib — Y our letter in reganl to your buck pay Is 
received. I have been to Miyor Webb, and ho 
says that you are mastered uU right for your pay 
and bouiiiy. ami that If yop Wtli oomo to bts 
office he will piy you. 

1 have nodutilii but that your surgeon will give 
you a pass to Come for it ou showing him this 
letter. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. B. Abbott. 



A COMPLETE EXAMPLE OF SANTTABY 
SCIENCE PU.VCTh ALLY AITLIED IN 
CAMPS AND liaSPITAI^. 

“That tbo prevention of disenBo w jiossiblo, 
but iU 8upprc.ssion difficult and uucertaiu,"* 
wa^ the very tirst j>oslulato laid down by tho U. 
S. Sanitary Commission at the commencement 
of iU labors. Acting upon this principle by 
most practical methods, and with an unllinch- 
iugdcterminutiuu not to be thwarted in the pur- 
pose to insure for the Holdiers in cani]> and in 
hospiUl all the nieami of sanitary protection 
which the combined iutelligeuco ami liberality 
of the Govemiueiit and ihe people could apply, 
tho results are su»*h as will forever b« ivmem- 
bored with gratitude by our people and by tho 
philanthropic muicis of every country. 

The compUte rje'imftle of practical applica- 
tion of situilfir}/ in camps and hospitals, 

during a long war, is now being wrought out in 
our Federal army. But Great ILitain, in the 
recent campaign of its army in ('hina, has fur- 
nished a Very instructive illuslration of the life- 



* Oencral Inatrni'tionii for Camp laspectura; Ranitary 
ComrniMiou. l>uciuncDl St. 

A wnU*r lu Uii> Vi Ame.'Hean Revitv) Rtan-it tUal, “In 
th<’ Mc'jocau WAT our vrtlauteer forces lost, fruui ilisease 
lUonc. st tho rate of ISi 1.<X>Q per umum, auJ the 
reRiiUTM st the nU«' of Hi, from the same cause. In W>1- 
liui{ton's entire fampoign in tho PouIubuIb, hi* tuums 
from diiMiBso were lia pur l.UOU etri'iigth. In tiiue of 
piNWM*, our nstuUr army lust annually at the rah' of 36 
}M>r t.UUO etr<M)itth; and the Bntt«ih lufsutry, s<>rf1nft et 
home, annuaily lost about 18 {Mr l.uoe from diseoiiei, until 
Ltml Herbert's groat ruforms wero lustituUnl; but by 
tliUHc rofonns. vuicb maluly consist in supplying fn'sh 
air and an improved diet, the auuuat Uvm In to 

about S>, per l.OOUstnnigth; and the rutlre 1 <nw in tho 
Uritish anny daring the i>ast Amr yi'ars. from a < dlat. aae, 
is lass than the atuiual loss previously from disoasu of th« 
(bee .YorlA AsMrkoA April, 1864.) 
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ffivinf? power of the improved Raiiitarv’ ny«tem 
th it hiu b(‘en eKtabliKhed iu the Hritiah torcea 
ftinee the (‘rimean camiwiipiif ftnd we CHnuot 
more forciiily illuHtrute the praetical value of 
that inipiovcd HV.slem than \>y ipiotiu^ htate* 
ments lioin Mikh Ni^htiiigale'K tulmte to Sir 
Sidney llerbert H aduiiniMrution and the refoim 
that he olficiiilly onlered. She pn w ntii th© 
8t. tiMtieal evidence that even dmiu^ the frtit 
experience of that refoma vi?.., iHoi), 
IhtVimiKi iH'il, th© mortality umouf; the “in- 
fantry <if the line aerving at home” wjih ditnin- 
teh« li from 17.1KJ deatha U> IJiOO living, to H.50 
to the which ia Ichr than half the standard 

death rate previouM to the ref<»nu. • Truly doi-s 
MiHH Nightingide renmik, that the “ faithful 
rec<jrds of all wura are records of preventable 
tufiVring. diaeufie and death. U is needh'ss to 
illu»<tiate this truth, for we all know it But it 
is oidy from our latest sorrow, the Crimean 
catastrophe, that dates the rise of any sanitary 
adiiiiinHiration in this country.” [Great Britain ] 

The lnt«‘st returns of Biekness and niortidity 
in the British forces, at those ]>enimuent sta- 
tions abroad where the losses have always l>een 
<piite unifoim, present to ua the most renmrk- 
^le results, conhnuing idl that Lord lierl>ert, 
Jiiss Nightingale, and th© advocates of sanitarr 
reform ever claimcil, and proving that the work 
and purpose of the SaniUtry Commission of our 
army aie based upon soundest reasoning and 
the most philanthropic designs. We (plot© the 
follow iug illustration of the latest results of life- 
saving ill the British army by means of simple 
sanitary improvements in camps, barracks, hos- 
pitals, and the care of troops: 

“Th© last official returns of sickness and 
mortality among the British forces present the 
Best argument upon this subject In •Tamaicn, 
the death mte from disease has tallen, since the 
recent reform wa-s carried into effect from 2tK) 
per l,onO to 20; in Trinidad, from 100 to 0 (in 
ItilOO); in Barbadoes, from r>8 6; in St Lneio, 

from 122 to 1; in British Guiana, from 74 to 6; 
in Canada, from IG to 10; iu Nova Scotia, from 
15 to 7; ill Newfoundland, from 1 1 to 4; in Ber- 
muda. from 28 to 8; in Gibraltar, from 11 to 7; 
in Malta, from 15 to 10; iu Ionia, from 15 to 
7.”t 

Here w© sco the mortality reduced, at ten 
military stations, from 7u.5 to th»* 1,000 living, 
to G.9. Let ns now look at a summary of tbe 
results of the British Sanitary (’ommission's 
work in the Crimea during the years I8.'t5-G. 

For the following brief synopsis of the results 
of the ojHjmtiona of the BritiNh Sanitary Com- 
mission in the (’rimeo, we ar« indebtetl to a 
member of tbe United States Sanitary Commis- 
liiuu. 

Th© following tables exhibit tbe total and 
comparative statistics of sickness iind mortality 
in tlic British army in the CMun in campaign, 
aiul tlie mte per cent of tbe diseases luid deaths 
of all the forces, for first, a p«*riod of six mouths 
JiiHt previous to, and at th© conmieneement of 
the works of the Sanitarj’ Coninrission, viz. : 
from JanuaTy to June, 1855; and, second, a 
period of six mouths, from Jan’uiry to June, 
185G, after those works for sanitary improve- 
ment had produced their legitimate results. 
[All sickuess aud deaths iu the Medical Staff, 

* Bee Sorth Aaurican Keviao, April, 1 ^ 1 18. 



among Commissioned Officers, tbe Land Trans- 
port and the Mounted <3or|)K, ns iwW ns oQ 
martial tr^nouls or tlfnitui in tuitflf, are excluded 
from the^e tables; also nearly 5.0tK) caste of 
sickness that failed to be jiroperly registered 
during the early period of the campaign.] 



Jt^tu n jAoirinp total and murt^i'it^ /nnn in 

/irdiflt .-irmy in the tiast. from April UKA, ISM, to Juip 
l$t, IS&C. 



KUxaKm or CAAU or Hdcaam. j platha. 



From Kovor* 


31,230 


3,452 




of lAingB 


li,3H2 


M4 




Uuwt'hi 


M.Ta 


S.U30 




r!iol«‘ra 


7.f»74 


4.502 




H«iinry 


2.090 
a. 301 
1-J.M2 


178 




lUc4-rH and BoIIm 


37 




all utbrr dt«H-aai>a 


37.553 


3.295 




Total number cases. . 


162,473 


IS.058 



nr rntf prr ctni. f<f the rntirr army — tirk ami dymy from 
di*"i*e~durtng two pmoUl tf tue vivntkt eoiA, cm abort 
ttaUd. 



iiva. i 1856. 





1 Rate : 
p'rrent. 

1 sick. 


Rale 1 
fwrrl.uf 
di'4itb«. 1 


Rate 1 
p’r cent ' 
Kick. 1 


Rate 
perci. of 
deaths. 


January 


34.R 


9,76 


9.3 


—.18 


F«-bruarv 


23.0 


8.16 1 


7.7 


—.08 


Man-h 


19.3 


4.6S 


6.1 


—.09 






















JlUlf 


28.3 1 


2.63 


3.6 


—.02 


Total 


138.9 


28.K2 


! 41.7 

1 


— .8* 



Thus the fact is demoiLstrated, by the most 
unerring statistics, that during the perioti be- 
ginning eight months after th© <*ommencement 
of reforms by the Sanitar>’ Commission in th© 
Crimea, th© sickness in the army wiis reduced 
to Uss than onc-t/o’rd of that which prevailoti 
until those reforms were irmugurnted. the exact 
ratio of that decrcas© being as 1,550 to 417, or 
130-453! While the mortality — which is the 
more significant test of the utility of sonitarj’ 
improvcnieuts— presents the marvelous con- 
trast of 28.H2 to — .5, or 5,304 to 100! ! i. c., the 
rate of mortality from disease in the army, after 
the work of sanitaiy reform had l>een fully in- 
augurated. was less than 07ie fflu-seiritth of tho 
rate of mortality that prevailea during the same 
length of time preceding the refonn. 

It is worthy tbe remark, that, while the sta- 
tistics show* that considerublo sickness con- 
tinued to prevail during the latter or im- 
proved period, the records of the army hos- 
pitals exhibit the fact that th© particular 
diseases that were most remarkably dimtn- 
Lshoil were those wliicb sanitary measures are 
known to prevent or greatly dimini.sh, viz., tho 
zymotic diseases, auch os fevers, and those 



• Thill (—.8) nhow* ibftt the mortality daring those 
last six montha w*s only half of ont ptr rtnt., or at tho 
rato of fucUy ont jter rest, ptr annum, which would give 
tcu deaths to every 1,(XIU tuen la service. 
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maladies that arc so largely represented in the 
li»t given in the foregoing table. 

That this wonderful improvement in health, 
whica w.H the salvation of the British forceii 
in the Crimea, was directly anil positively de- 
pendent upon aanUary xforka aud pr<*ren/ii*« 
\ytjirt>ic maisurts^ is a fact confessed alike by 
tJte military aud medical officers of those forces. 

And in further cocroliomtiou of that fm't, it 
shoulil be stated that while the Jlritish troops 
were thus being r« Hcued from the fatal disease 
Unit ha<l threatened to make their cneanipmeut 
o Golgotha, the French cam[»8, though located 
more lavombly, and within a ride's range of 
the British, continued to grow more and more 
sickly during all the time of the grand improve- 
ment in the camps of their allies, lu tlie 
latter, the best sanitary board, while in the 
former (the French camps) such rt^gnhitiona 
were utterly neglected, “until.” as a dUtin- 
guiKhe<l historiau of the war hivs siiid, ** with 
the French army, ptnc€ become a viUiUiry necej- 
mUu." 

Hie Crimean Sanitary Commission consisted 
of three gentlemen, viic., Dr. Sutherland, Or. 
Milroy, and Mr. Kawlenson, a civil engineer. 
Kick ihfse r.ommisHumt'rx had, forset'fral y*ur.t, 
puide sanitary scienre and Us apiMcntions n 
Mtidj/. They proceeded to the Crimea in April, 
taking vntb them upwards of thirty Kkiiled 
assistants and laborers, together with such im- 
plements and apparatus as they knew w*ould be 
required in the ventilation and sewerage of ho». 
pitals and barracks, the cleausing and drainage 
of encampments, aud the pnritication and disiu- 
fectioa of tniusports aud ships. Among those 
means were pij>e tubing, drainage pipes, filUirs, 
ten thons^uid square feet of perfonited zinc 
plates for ventilation, hinges, ptiHeys, window 
tirlure's, a ship load of peat charcoal. Ac., Ac. 
ImmeiliaUly upon arrival on the liosphonis 
and in the Crimea, the sanitary works were 
commenced; first, by thorough cleansing, both 
within and without, the hospitals, barracks, 
and tents, and in those works nearly one hun- 
dred men were employed for many montlis; old 
sewers w'ero cleanetl and tlushed; new drains 
were made; surface filth, refuse, and decaying 
materials by thffusands of tyirUtfods, were remov- 
ed, and such sources of offense as could not bo 
remoivvi were deeply covered with dry earth and 
peat charcoaL Water courses, springs, and the 
water supply were cleansed aud controlled; the 
tents and camping grounds were rigiiUy in- 
spected and purified, and an abundant supply 
of fresh air and pure water was every where 
secured in hospital aud in camp, and, so far as 
practicable, the tUet and general comfort of the 
soldiers wore improved. 

The results of this simple and inexpensive 
labor astonished the world, though sanitary 
science has always promised, and its advocates 
prophesied just such results. 

Says Miss Nightingale: It is the whole 

experiment of sanitary improvement upon a 
colossal scale. • • • • • 

Wo had, in the first seven months of the 
Crimean campaign, a mortality of sixty per cent, 
per umiuai among the troops/rom alunf; 

• • • wa mid in the last six 

months a mortality not much greater than 
among our healthy Guards at homo.”— FrwM 
JVarraftse Sanitary Commission, .^jtpendix E. 



TUE HOSPITAL milECTORY. 

Of the magnitude of this work some idea may 
lx* formed from the following “ Summary of the 
Supcrinten«lent’a Report," wdiirh was presented 
at the late meeting of the Commission in Wash- 
ington: 

Number of hospitals now reporting 88 

Number of n'giment.s reported 

Number of names on record 3fiO,(M10 

Whole number of inquiries lu,pH4 

Whole number of successful returns. . . . 7,5‘iJ 

Number of ^>ersoiial inquiries answered. 0,1 11 

Nilmber of inquiries by letu^r 2,231 

Number of impiiries by letter answered. 1,412 
Number of letters written regarding in- 
quiries 5,081 

These regiments are distributed among twenty- 
five States, beside twenty-nine from the Uegnlar 
Army. There are, also, al>ont three hundred 
anti fifty names from Colorado, twenty-five hun- 
dred from the Navy, and thirty-five hundred of 
the rebels upon the books of the Directory. 

It would bo impossible to estimate the amount 
of comfort which the establishment of this source 
of information has given to the friends of the 
soldier left at home, uncertain of his fate. 



THE SITU.\TION IN THE WE.ST. 

Our readers will, perhaps, not bo dis- 
pleased to have us give them a brief sum- 
mary of tlie recent progress ami present 
condition of our work in all parts of the 
field. In no other way can they get a clear 
idea of the slato of the great enteq)ri.se in 
which, probably, the mo.st of them are tak- 
ing an ftt'tivo part. Wo therefore present 
for their consideration an outline sketch of 
the present attitude of our sanitary nfiairs; 
referring all those who have sufficient in- 
terest in the subj(*ct to lead them to pursue 
it further, to the detiiled reports of geo- 
graphical districts or departments of our 
work, which will be published hereafter. 

Let ns premise by saying, that for several 
weeks and months, an unusual degree of 
quiet has prevaihsl throughout nearly all 
ttie military <lepartments, tlie whole ener- 
gies of the Government being devoted to 
prepanvtion for the great struggle known 
to nil to be impending. This state of things 
has produced a certain degree of monotony 
in our work, which, for the most part, 1ms 
consisted in the supply of the current wants 
of hospitals and camps, the maintenance 
in full strength and activity of our con- 
stantly increasing system of Special Relief, 
our Hospitil Directory and Inspectorial 
Department, With the exception of the 
ill-fate<l Red River cxpcslition. there baa 
been really no military movement calling 
for special action on our part, and the onl^ 
emergency which wo have been called on 
to meet 18 that,^ if it may bo so called, 
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cmitrd by tlu* diM'ovt'iy' of a wide t^pn ad, 
iud<‘<'d, almost uuiverMtl, acorbutio taint 
HinoiJK uur troops. Thin cauM% thou^li 
opomtinff insidionsly, avjuh most prrf»nant 
of t'vil, jiH it s«j>p« ii t]je v< ry foundations 
of health and vi^or in tli<»se who were to 
need so much of both, for the arduous 
duti< 8 jUHsi^uied to them. I’nlcba «*orrected, 
this .st'orbutic tendency would not only im* 
pair the «*fticiency of our troops in trvci-y 
movement, but wDuld increase the ntortab 
ity from wounds received on the battle* 
til Id to u frightful degree. This impending 
evil was so formidalde, that it demumb'd 
the most energetic meaMires for its eradiea* 
tion. 

Jn this cfTiirt, the army olHcers of every 
grjido iinitid in the m<jst harmonious co- 
operation with the Sanitary Commission, 
and through the comhiiu'd efVorts of the 
])eople at liouie, the Commission in the 
field, and the military and medical author- 
ities, the tide of evil was arrested and rolled 
back. 

Tile part taken by the Sanitary Commis- 
sion in tlii.H great work may be inferred 
from the amount of their issues of anti- 
fR'orbutio.s whicli have been made sinec the 
1st of .January in the Western Department, 
0.S follows: 

80,<»40 gallons of kraut, .33,702 gallons of 
pickles, 2o,0lMi bushels of potatoes, 4,1500 
bushels of onions, 8,500 gallons of ale, 
25,143 pounds of cod-fish, 158,828 pounds 
of dried fruit, 43.477 pounds of condensed 
milk, 27,108 pounds of condensed beef, 
10,343 cans of fruit; 1,100 bushels of fresh 
fruit, 1,500 gallons of apple-buttcT, 1,070 
oiinds of tea, 10,500 pouiubs of sugar, 83 
oxc8 of oranges and lemons, 747 cans of 
oysters, 10,500 poiimls of butter, with va- 
rious other articles which might be projierly 
included in this category. furnL^liod in 
smaller (pmutities, but which need not be 
enumerated. From all sources wo have 
testimony that this liberal supidy of anti- 
scorbutics baa beeu most efficient in check- 
ing the jirogress of scurvy, and in preparing 
our men for the hardships and casualties of 
the impending cumpaigu. 

Tho {piautities cited above will doubtless 
appear respectably large, and yet, when it 
is rom«'inbered that they have been distrib- 
uted to an army of two hundred thousand 
men, it will be seen that each one’s share 
bos been small indeed. In former times 
our efiorts w ere limited to that poition of 
our army occupying the difi’eient military 
hoKpitiiks, but the splendid liWrality ex- 
hibited by the piMtple has, more ricently, 
enabled us to reach with our gifts a large 
part of the troops in the field; auu ngwhom 
the vegetables, kraut, pickles, dried fruit, 
Ac., enumerated in the Ii.st given above, 
%avebecndist ibiited with a generous band. 
With all our resources, and with every ef- 
fort, however, wc have not beeu able to 



reach nil, and have fully Mijjplied the wants 
<»f Iml fcw'. la t no one, tlieiefore, w ho has 
failed to n*ceive any share of the gifts of 
the (.'ommishion, or has received what ho 
lias thought uii imidetpiute quantity, not 
hastily conclude and assert that the >>aui- 
toiy’ (Jonimissioii is a humbug, but remem- 
ber how immense is the demand it is ex- 
pected to siqiply, and how many there are 
whose claims upon its charities arc* no le.ss 
valid and pre-'^sing tliau his own. 

In Kansas, the extreme limit of the west- 
€*rii operations of the Commission, there 
has heeii jmdoiiged (pliel. Most of tho 
troops have bt'cn removed farther south. 
Some forces, however, ore left at imj»or- 
binl points. To the soldiers stuliom d near 
Leavc*nwi>rth and at Fort Scott, our agent, 
Mr. J. B. Brown, as.sisted hy Dr. ShK.’Uin, 
has distributed whatever stores lie has had 
control of. These have not been equal, by 
any menus, to the demand. It is hoped 
that with the progrc*s.s of the mmusoii his 
supply will increase. Mr. Brown’s labors 
have been much enlarged by tbo multitu- 
dinous calls made u{k>u him by tho cimtra- 
bands uml >kiutlu‘ifi refugees who have 
lh>cked into Kansa.H, without support, and 
iitU rly di'peudcnt ujion charity. 

lu West Virginia, Mr. I'rice still nets as 
agent at Wliei iing. A new agency has been 
established, and storehouses opened by Mr. 
P’racker, at Gallipolis. 

Mr. Butler superiiiU'iids tho distribution 
of stur.siis well as the Soldiers’ Home at 
Camp Nelson, where Bev. A. Fuy.sim 1ms 
bet ‘11 assigned to duty us hospital visitor, 
and is doing exc4*lleiit service. 

At Cairo, Mr. Shi])iuau has been thorough- 
ly occujiii'd with the large and numerous 
shijimenU made for points on the river l>©- 
low. No steamer has been in the charter 
of the CotmniHsion since Dr. Warrincr’s 
recent visit to ^’ick.sburg — an account of 
which we gave in the last number of the 
lif'poi'ter. tiooiD are now sent from Cairo 
U.S often a.s possible by the regular boats. 
Most of them go no farther than Vicksburg,^ 
although some have been forwarded to New 
Orleans. The Cincinnati Branch has sent 
to that point a liberal sup]>Iy. 

To his varicsl ami eugro-ssing duties as 
general agent at Cairo, Mr. Shipman adds 
that of superintcmlcnt of the Soldiers’ 
Home — no slight work in itself. Every one 
bears witness to the thoroughness, system 
and good order which eharacterizi* his man- 
agement, and to his kindness and polite- 
uesw to all who come in contact with him. 

At Memphis, Mr. Carpenter still has 
charge of the fitoreroom, and Mr. Christy 
of the Lo<lge. The relative importance of 
Memphis has very much diminisht*d, but 
the returns show that the Lodge is still en- 
joyed by tt large number of soldiers other- 
wise unprovided for; and the issue of stores 
uiouuU up to a very generous uggregnte. 
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The cjill from the hospitalu there in likely 
to be large, as they will always have many 
ininaU'H oh long as battloN take ])Iuee bt'low. 
Mr. Carp«*uter luw recently left h»r Kml 
Uiver with hU available stores, and it is 
hopt'd will do much to relieve the suirering 
in that eomj)aratively remote region. 

Mr. Way has charge of the stort^room at 
Vicksburg, and from this place or din.‘ctly 
from Cairo, Natclicz is funii-sh(*d. At last 
accounts, there wjls a good supply at these 
places. 

The hospital sb’amers that ply up and 
down the Mississippi frequently obUiin sup* 
plies of vegetables and dtdicacies at Cair<>. 

It is seldom that they make their appear- 
anee on the Ohio. short time ago, how- 
ever, the aduiirablo and int)st comfortably 
managed hospital steamer U. C Wood, aft«-r 
undergoing repairs at New Albany, was 
orderr*d to Ilcil Uiver to receive a l<»iul of 
the wounded in the late expedition. It was 
the jirivilege of the CommUsiou to add to 
her supplies by such ct)utributions as the 
surgeons and experienced feuiMe unrses 
made r«'(pii.Hitioiis for. 

ft- In adthtiou to the special efforts mjide to 
check the progress of sinirvy. to which ref- 
ereuee has alreutlV been mailo, our w*>rk in 
the Army of the Cumberland h:ks, of late, 
been almost entirely what may be termed 
enrrint This, consisting in the 

mainteimnceof the numerous stations witli 
all the different departments of the Cun- 
mission’s labor represent<*d by them, lixs 
now assumed proportions, whh;h, compared 
with our opcMtious in i);ist years, renders 
them almost iiisiguiheaut. 

Tlie agency at Nashville, under the gene- 
ral supervision of Mr. li M>t. Dr. Il *a l hav- 
ing gone to the front, has been so m.miged 
as to elicit warm ctimiu 'iid itiou from the 
milit trvand medical departments, ami from 
numerous civilians who have imp *eted its 
work, and, so far as known, without a lisp 
of criticism from ativ .source. The store- 
house has been, as in mouths and years 
past, uu lor the supervision of Mr. U »biii- 
sun. wlio, with his assistants, hsks received 
and sliippi‘d the immense amount of store.s 
passing tlirongli his hands with an uecn- 
ruey and disp.itcU in the highest degree 
crediudde. 

The Home, under the man.agement of 
Caj)t. JJrayloii, has greatly grown in use- 
fulness, and now accommodates in comfort, 
almost in luxury, atmiit two huridriMl di.s- 
charged and furloughed soldiers a day. 

At Murfrecslwiro’, Stevenson and llimls* 
ville, our agencies, in tho hands of a sulH- . 
ciont number of experienced and trusty 
men, have been di>ing each its part in the 
great work of the Commission. 

At Cliattanooga our operUions have been 
constantly exp.iniling, until it has now 1)3- ' 
come S(>ct>iid to none of the agoucie.s of tho j 
Commis-siou in magaitude and importance. 



Dr. Head, as Cliief Inspector of the Depart- 
ment, has made this hU ]i(Md<|nart4‘rs. while 
the business affairs of the ugtuicy have been, 
as heretofore, under the supervision of M. 
C. Heml, as.sisted by a large corps of our 
most crticient and faithful agents. Nowhere 
has t!ic value of the Commissions work 
b:*en more generally rccognizM th.m at 
Chattanooga, and nowhere have the med- 
io.il and military authoritii*s giv«‘n us 
more unmistakable evidence of tludr a]»pre- 
ciatioii and good will. The hospital gir- 
dens at this ])oiut arc fully n.*.iUzing our 
most .saiiguiue anticipations. They embraco 
over two hundred a<Tc» noa'iu cultivation, 
and im> already furnishing large quantities 
of early vegetables for the use of tin; tnmps. 

At Knoxville, tho agency has continued 
mider the direction of i)r. M. ^I. Seymour, 
and if wo m.iy believe the tcstiint)iiy of tho 
C )fmi vutUng (Joiieril of tlio D ■]);irtmout, 
liis Medical Director, Dr. Hewitt, the sur- 
gi‘ons in charge of hospitals, and others, it 
lias done much for tho comfort and well- 
being of tlio troops, both in camp and hoa- 
2 iital. in that department. 

The hospital ganh-a of about a hundred 
acres at Kuoxvijic, in eliarge of Mr, Cul- 
liert.sou. is said to be? tho admiration of all 
beholders. 

Within tho last few weeks the energies of 
the represeiitativesof the CommtBsiou have 
been directed toward a thorough iiriqiara- 
tiou b>r the stniggh) which scorned to bo 
imp(mdiug bctwcmi'tbo Union and Con- 
federate force.s in Northern Georgia. With 
this object ii^ view, our fort^e at (’liattanoo- 
ga arid vicinity was largely inerc.vsotl, a re- 
lief corps organized t«) aecompany the army, 
and a large amount of batth' st.fircs. gather- 
ed by contributions from onr ilranidi Com- 
missions and by purchase, transported to 
the front. The groat battles expected have 
not yet oeeurrcil, but so mer or later they 
are sure to com. \ It is b diovotl tliat our 
preparations are ample. .Among the stores 
now held in readiness for this expected de- 
m iiid may beouiimeraled: o.UtK) shirts, 5,tilK) 
p ursof drawers, with other artich^of Iwd- 
ding and clothing ill like proportion; 5, Odd 
pounds of concenirattnl beef, 10. Odd pounds 
of c md?nsi‘d milk, lOd barrels of cra(;kers, 
*2,0d ) p mu Is of dried fruit. o.Odd bottles (»f 
wine and spirit, ‘i.tXlO poun-ls of but or, oOO 
pounds of tea, 1,0 ).) po m Is ofsugu*, with 
oranges and lemons, col:lsh, oysters, ale, 
farina, pickles, .Haurkraut, vcgetibles, eggs, 
compr.‘ss:*s, band ig.js, and whatever goes 
to 111 ike up the long list of articles needed 
to mitig.ite the suff *rings of those who are 
destincil to fall in the struggle. 

With the advance of tlie army, frontier 
.stations have been cstjibli.shed at Cleveland, 
lUnggold and Dalton, where, while wo 
write, an cllicient corps of held agents ore, 
as wo know, eiig.igi*d in their work of 
mercy. — SitniUir^ livporter. 
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A SOLDIERS TIUBVTE. 

The following i>oem was stldressed to Mrs. 

, bv ft private of the I tith Itegt. New 1 ork 

Vols. Ho bttd t>een in her core on board of ft 
Sanitarj’ Commission boat nt Wiitc House, Va. 
After he returned to the regiment be sent her 
these lines. Surely no lady has ever received 
ft more graceful acknowledgment of kindnefts: 

From oW St. I\al till now. 

Of hot><*r»Mo woniru cot » ttvf 

H»vr It'll Ibc-ir tsoldcn «■•••«■. In to do 

The Minll)* work which ChrUl-Ukc Iu apU pur»u«. 

And such a one art thou— Ood'a fair aiK*#Ue, 

Ih'ariutj His love in wsr's horrific train; 

Thjr bloscd fed follow its ghastly fiain. 

And nascry, and death, without disdain. 

To one borne from the sullen haltle’a rf»ar, 
l>carer the gn-diug of thy gentle eyes, 

When he. aweary, him, and Weeding Uea, 

Than all the glory that the viclon prize. 

When peace shall come, and homo shall smile again. 

A thousand soldier-ht'arts, in Nortboni cUnu a, 

Bhall Idl their little children in their rbyuu“S. 

Of the Bweel saint who blessed the old war-Umea. 

Ov Tiix CnicxAHOSiiKT, June 15, Irtli 

A Day in tiik central office during 

GRANT S advance. 

WasHnioTOK. D. C., Afoy 23. lbG4. 

I sit down for a nionieiit. Mr. FMit«*r. in Iho 
main Inisriu'fa rooiu of the Ccnlnil Oflice of ibc 
SaniUry Coininissiiin. ‘IW F Street. 

Groujw* of inquirers, in astcady stroatn— fathers, 
brothera, wlven. sisters, mothtrs— are enterlnj^. 
ami are referred to the spacious oflico, up stairs^ 
of 

TUK IIOSriTAL PIKStTORY. 

All night cUikshavo liet u engaged in enrolling 
in huge registers, of which euch Male has one or 
more, the names, received promptly and daily 
from the Medical liuieaii. of the sick and wound- 
ed who have been brought iu to g- nrral hnepitals, 
and ol ibe bicalion and suWeqiieiit history ol each. 
These are arrangid under llie to which 

they lioloiig. so that iii(|uiries.'>huuld always state 
the number of a wounded or decea.'M d soldier’s 
regiment, and. if po-siblc, the lellcr of bis com- 
pany. 

.\ sufficient force sits ready at the several desks 
lo imikf ihe needed refcreiice and nply. And 
encli inquirt r g<M.'s away relieved of suspense by 
certainty ; and in a majority of cases a due bus 
been obtained !• guide lo tlie couch ol thesniren r 
Roiigbl. or In the liead-board ol bia new-made 
grave. Often it i** suggest* d. when the individual 
uaiite is not round, to tuk** from tin; r*‘gifl».‘r a 
nain*’ <»r two iruiu the list of bis regiment, and so 
to bain from a w*»tintled oilicer. mes-mate or 
kinsman, the last that wjvh knowu of bU fellow- 
soldier on the battie-lield. 

SnUiSl.K lll>MOKKIlAaK. 

I am calbd away. A soldier, furlouglied at a 
bospita). in besititing compliance with his long- 

iug»» f*«r bis borne in , R . — ih 

Vola.,) has been suddenly stopped, while in 



search of bis pay. by hemniTbage of the brachial 
artery. A bullet had gone thr*jugh Ids arm almve 
the eil*ow. diagonally, while be was putting a cap 
upon bis gun-lock, and there ia a call for lint and 
bandages, with the words. •• I knew Ihe Satdtary 
CominisHou woubl lake care of him.” He bai 
la-en carried into Dr. Stone’s office, and is soon 
kindly caied for by him. and then condticb'd to 
th*' Lodge on li Street, whore he will be put all 
right and in due lime forwarded on Ills way. He 
is pretty well bleached by Iops of blood, and hia 
hard band lily-white. 

“ I irafitrU >m.” be said, “just lo cut In and 
tie the artery, and make all light; but the women 
told the doctor they thohgbt it would g»?t on with- 
out; and be oughtnol to have mindetl them. I 
have it tied now, atiy way. They put off another 
felbiw that way, till be bled and bhKl— and bis 
arm morliOed, and Ihcu they cut It off, and ibea 
he died.” 

Well. A will get hia ligature and a new 

shirt into the bargain, atid his transportation — 
perhaps his back pay. If the rolls of bis r*gjment 

are in — and then in the fresh air of he will 

S4)*»n Ik* “ lighting his battles o’er again.” and a 
hero. 

Hy the way. In bandaging his arm there was a 
revelation that furniMies a hint to 
making op BANDAOK.S. 

I had started with a p*K'ket full from the ready 
stores in the office; and. to the great annoyance 
of the operalor. t though borne with a patience that 
saiisfiid itself wiihsom*.* allusion lo *• the inex- 
periei»c* d good iiit»'nlion of some country girl/ ) 
an entangling fringe of loose threads bolbered 
pnxltgiously.- 

Rjind.tgcK ar** to be made by tearing, not 6y 
cutting, the cloth; and. wcond. all tb“ loose 
thr«'HiJs are to be picked away, either before or 
after rolling. 

If the Directory for Sick and Wounded — con- 
stantly guiding iti*{uiries by letter, by telegraph, 
and by mail — were the only Instruments of llie 
Commission's function, it would well repvy all 
outlay. 

An agent of the Christian Commission eoraea 
in, meiminindum book in hand. He d»-sirtfs to 
l*‘arn the whereabouts of a list of wimuded. He 
is aske*l by me to write out their uamt's and 
I Wlongiiigs distinctly on a slip of paper, and then 
g*»es up lo the Directory. He returns in live 
minutes. •• DUl you lind your men ** Yes, »ir, 
ail of them — all rialit.” 

*• Three theusand gone already to-day.” 

Many bags, full of letter*, are now in the pro- 
c*“S- ol being sort'd in my sight They have been 
band«d in at the l*-nts and sh*‘ds of the Sanitary 
CN'minif'sioii at Relle IMain an«l Freitericksburg 
— and at “ White Oak Cbureb Shanty/^ half way 
be tween — by the wuumb d. and by the reinforce- 
ments piu*«ing lo the front. an*I brought up here 
iu the Kieamers of the ('ummi>sion. 

Some have po-tage stamp.-; others, and a very 
large portion, have none. They are carefully 
as.-cTtv'd here, postage >tamp“ an* altaclnd at the 
expense of the <'omml«sion. and they are forward- 
e*l without delay. What litter return to the liomes 
that have filbd the lreu<iiry could l>e made? 
jAC«m . OK MiciinuN. 

Do yoti see that bright-ey*-d \v* ll-formed boy, 
of ten years old— the quickest, gayest, uplest of 
the workers in the letter room — plying, with ihe 
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quick stroke of fi lrip;ihanim«'r, the Sanitary Cora* 
rnission stamp with lim nimble haud« andHbiMlIiog 
al bis work ? 

It is “ Jtieohy He came in here from a tran«»- 
port load of woiind«-d. Koiied. Wgrimed. and foot* 
worti: the son of a soldier, whom he had followwi 
in the army, and wbo had fallen — leaving Jacob 
fatherless. 

Wltat could lx* done but to wa«h. and clothe, 
and welcome him, and give him task* level to 
his pi>a*er«? And, now. the brightest, happiest, 
most toncbing sight la the otiicc is ** Jacob 
of Michigan.” J. V. 



CAMP COOKIXG. 

Below is an order iwmed over a year ago to 
the Army of the Cumberland. It contains some 
hints of great value to tho new troops who are 
now taking the field. 

A great iniliUry chieftain once aaid. that 

l>eans hud killed more men than bullets.” If 
this be true, it is not because of any inherent 
unwholesomenesH in the Wans, hut Wcau-so of 
the imperfect luiinner in which they wore then 
and are now iLsually prepired for nse. Very 
few of tho articles iwcd for food are deletorioua 
in themselves; there are none which may not 
W ma<le no by improper preparation or combi- 
nation. Perhaps there is no one mode of cook- 
ing more universjil aud more niischievi>tw than 
that of frying instead of broiling, and wo ro* 
BpLM'tfiilly snggest this as the pr>iut scarcely 
second in iiuiM>rhmco to the prop**r preparation 
of “soup” — which, according to tho French 
maxim, makes the soldier”: 

General Oroers, Xo. 70. 

To pre«or>*o as far a« j>oqsiblo the health of 
the tro<*ps of this anny. th“ following n gubv- 
tions, in regard to diet, are prescrilx‘d: 

L When in camp, cooking will be done by 
companies insteiid of squads. 

II. Soup, made according to the following 
recipes, will bo sine J up to* the men, o.a fol- 
lows : • 

1st. Beef soup, when fresh beef can be pro- 
cured, twice a week, 

2d. Soup made from beans or peas, twice a 
week, or oftener if desired by tho men. 

Jicff and VtijdaJtle Stiup/or F/f/y Jfen, 

Beef. (rntinpiecesof4or5pound?each)35 lbs. 



I)esicc.»te<l Vegetables 3 lbs. 

Rice 4 lbs. 

Flour, sugar luid salt, each 5 

Pep|>er \ oz. 

Water lbs. 



DirfrJi/iui . — Soak tho desiccated vegeUblea 
from reveille until after breakfast. Irumeiliately 
after breidctasl put all the ingredieuU into ket- 
tles at once, except the flour; set them over tho 
fire, and when beginning to boil diminisb tbe 
beat, and simmer down until eleven o'clock, 
then add to the soup the flour, which has been 



first mixed with enough water to form a thin 
batter, mix well together, and boil until noon. 
Sutfieient hot water may be add<‘d from tiine to 
time to replace that .lost in boiling. The soup 
should be stirred occasionally, to prevent burn- 
ing or sticking hi the sides of the k'-ttP. 

Note. To make good beef soup, it must bo 
home in mind that the ingredients are put into 
c«>ld water, and the heat gratlually applied until 
near the boiling point, then simmer f>r several 
hours. By brisk boiling the exterior of the 
meat is hardened, and its juices will nt»t be 
mixed with the water, but retaincil. The meat 
will also be tough aud unpalatable. The desio- 
catod vegetables should l>c well separated when 
put in water to souk. 

Bmm 6’oup for Fifty Mriu 



Bciins 3 qts. 

Hucon or pork lo Ihs. 

Onions 3 do. 

P»‘p|K‘r ^ oz. 

W'utcr H galb. 



/^iVrWion.«. -So.ik tho beans over night; at 
reveille in the morning put them into vossebs 
carefully cleaned, and boil steady until Ut>on; 
then mash them with a spoon, or masher miule 
ftir the purpose, aud strum tbrongh u cullender 
if pmrticablo. 

Iinmodiately aAor breakfast put the bacon, 
(or jHirk.) c it in pieces of from three to five 
pountla each, into unoth(‘r kettle with water, 
and boil for an b >ur; pour olT tbe wat**r, luld 
tho bacon to the soup, with onious ^chopped 
fine) ami pepper, aud boil until noon, fbuiiovo 
tho bacon, and cut into smaller pieces, suitable 
for serving with the soup. 

N4>te— III the pr>piration of this soup, soft 
or min wat-r should be used where practn*able, 
and if a less qu unity than that directed be put 
into th<* Vessel, or if it liecomcs necessary, from 
long boiling, to add more, it should be iioiling 
and not cohl water. The bacon, after pur-boil- 
ing, can be placed near tho lire if the beans aro 
not siitficiently soft to ni tsb well. The rc;i.soQ 
for directing that the bai.*ou be added after the 
Im>:uis are done, is tb.it grease of any kind 
hardens them. 

Wlien pcjis are used in lieu of beans they 
sliould be trc iiteil in the s.ame manner. 

IIL All comm.m ling olficers are cliarred to 
see that these ordui** are strictly oiifonrcd, and, 
that there may be iin negligence on the part of 
coui[»iiuy cooks, coin])any ofticers will inspoct 
the cooking every d,iy, aud sio that it is prop- 
erly done. 

IV. The special attention of officers of tho 
Iiisp<H’tor (leucrars Department will b • givan 
to this matter, and they arc directed to report 
the execution or neglect of these orders, by 
every regiment in the department, in their 
seiiii-mouthly inspection reports. 

V. The senior iiiciliail olhcer on duty with 
emdi regiment, will in-ike a writbui report, on 
MoniLiy of each week, to the Medical Director 
of tbe Dcpirtniont. through tho intoruicdiato 
medical officers, suiting the number of timen 
soup has been served to the men during tho 
week, tbe kind, and the quality of tho co.>kitig. 

Tbe iinp!>itaiice of wholesoiuo foo.l cannot 
over-estimaUnl. and the General (Vnnmamling 
enjoins upon tho commanding ntticcr of every 
regiment the ucoussity of enforcing these orders. 
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Improppr nn«l l>ni1Iy cookp<l fooil, ciitm nt iiii- 
fi^aNoiiable bonrx. in tiio cau^e <»f much of llie 
fiickncss which tbina onr ranka ami IUIn our 
hoapitula. 

NOTES ON NUIlSIXCi. 

\THAT F0«)D. 

T have known j nti< nta live for many months 
without touching hr cause they couM n<»t 

eat tmker's bread. These were mostly country 
Rlients, but not all. Home-iiiiule bn ml or 
rouii breml is a most important nitiele of diet 
for patients. The use of aperients may 

he entirely 8up< rsedul by it. Uat cake is 
another. 

To Watch for the opinions, then, which the 
paticnlK stomach Rives, rather than to read 

analvses of hKids,” is the business <»f all lln-se 
w*ho have to settle what the pali* tit is to < at — 
perbti)iK the most iiupoitant tbiii'' to )si pro- 
■vided for him after the air he is to bvcalhc. 

Now the niCiUcid man who sees the patient 
only once a day, or even only onec «»r twice r 
wci-k, cannot |MKsiblyt< ll this without the as* 
RlBtance of the patient himself, or oj these who 
arc in constnnt observation on the patii nt. T ho 
ntm<>st the medical man can tell is whether the 
atient is weaker or stronRer id this visit limn 
0 WHR ht the Inst visit. I slirmld therefore say 
that iueomparably tlie most iinpoitant ofTiec of 
the nmse. after slie has tak<n eare of the pa- 
tient's air. ia to take care to observe the elb et 
of his k>e>d, and report it to the medical atten- 
dant. 

It is quite inertlculablc the pood that would 
certainly eeune from Mich s>,tn>il ami close ob- 
senation in this almost inRlcCtc<l brain h of 
DursinR. e>r the help U would Rive to the medi- 
cal man. 

A Rreat deal too much RRainst ten i« tmid by 
wis< jieojile, and a Rii at deal too much of lea 
iBRivsnto the sick by foolish ))eople. When 
^ous«e the natural and almost aniversal ernv- 
IDR in KiiRlish sick for their “ tea, ” you cannot 
biitfiel thht nature knows vxhat she is about. 
Hut a little tea or cofli c rcstor* a lh< ni quite ns 
much as u treat d< id, and n great deal of ten, 
and ispM-ially of collt e, in^pairs the little power 
Cf digestit-n they have. \ct a nurse, because 
i*hcs*es lu.w one nr two cups of lea or eollVo 
rcRtorcK her patient, thinks thst three or four 
cups Will do twice us much. This is not the 
case at all; it is. howevi-r. certain that there is 
nothing yet discovered which is u sulMiiule to 
the Inghsh patient for his cnj« of t<a; he can 
taku it when he cun take nothing ebe. and he 
often can't take any thing else if he has it not. 
1 should be very plad if iiny of the iduisers of 
tea would point out what to Rive to an Kiiglish 

f alicnt, atu-r a sleepless night, instead of tea. 

f you give it at tire or six oViock in the morn- 
ing, he may even somctiint-s fall avb*cp after it, 
and get jM rbnps his only two or three houm’ 
sleep timing tlic twenty-four. At the saino 
time, you never sin add give Ira or ctifUe lo the 
sick, us a rule, niter tivt> o’clock in the after- 
noon. >lf» ph sMje.ss iu the oaily night is from 
excitement generally, ninl is increased by tea or 
coffee; slc'-plessm sH which contimns to tho 
early moining is frtmi exhaustion often, and is 
Toliovcd by too. 'Iho only Kiiglish patients 1 



have ever know*n refuse l^n, have been t.vphns 
cjiMS, and the tiist ^ign of their g« tiing better 
was their craving again for tea. In geiicrul, the 
dry and dirty longue always prcfcis tea to cof- 
fee. and w ill quite decline milk, unless with tea. 
Coffee is a better restorative than tea, but ft 
greate r impairer of the digestion. 1s t the pa- 
lienl’s taste decide. Vou will say that, in chhcs 
of great thirst, the patient’s craving decidcH 
that it wdl drink n ijrtnt tUul (T and that 
you ciuinot help it Hut in these cases \>e Mir© 
that the pniimt requires ddmiit for quite other 
purposes than qiiem liing the thiisf ; he wanta a 
RKut deal of some diiiik, not only of tea, and 
tho doctor will older whnt he is to have, barley 
water or h mr nadc. or soda water and milk, as 
the case n»ay be. 

It is mink* a frequent recoimnc ndiition toper- 
Bf>ns about lo incur great exhaustion, either 
kem the nature of the service, or from their 
being m*t in a slate fit for it. to cut n ]»ieoe of 
I'Miul bi fore tiny go. I wish th<» rt-commenders 
would tin mselvi s liy the exj^eiinnnt of substi- 
tuting a piece of bn ad lor a cup of lea orcofiee, 
or liM-f-ica, as a refresher. They vuuild find it 
a v< n poor comfort. \S hen sohlir-rs have to set 
out fasting on laiigning duty, when nurses have 
to go f^Kling ill to liieir patients, it is a hot 
rest<^rative thi-y want, and ought to have, before 
they go, not ft cold bit of brmd. And dreadful 
have lieen the coiise<nicnc( s of neghctuig this. 
If they call take ft bit of brea*! irkA the hot cup 
of tia, so nmcli the latter, but not thsttotl ol it 
Ihe fact that there is more inuuisLment in 
bread than iu almost any thing else, has pioba- 
bly induced tho mistake. Ihal it is ft fatal 
mistake, tb» reis no doubt It seirns. though 
very little is known <*n the subjtct. that what 
‘‘ussiiiiilalch” itself diiec/jv, and with the least 
trouble of digestk n with, the hninim body, in 
the lust for the above circniiislances. Hread 
rc<|uiies two nr llirec proi essts of assinnhUiou 
b('k*re it bfcoinfH like the bnmnn body. 

The iilrnnst univeisal testimony of Engliah 
nn n aiKi wt-mcn who have undergone greftt 
fatigue, such a« riding long jounuvs without 
slopping, or sitting uj» for several nights in suc- 
cesMou, }R that they cmiM do it best iijion an 
occasional cup of lea, and nothing el*»e. 

l.et exp- rienre. not theory, decide ujK*n this 
fts upon all olhtr things. 

I.chiiiBii. quoted by Dr. Christison, snys that, 
among the well uinl active, “ the infusn n of 1 
oz. of roasted ci-ffce daily will diminish the 
Wftvte" going on in tho body by one-fonrtb," 
and Dr. Chi istison adds that tea him the same 
pio|Kily. Now this is nctnal ex}HMinu nt. I>h- 
imm Weighs the man, and timls the fact from 
hi.s Weight It is not deduced from any “ fliiiil- 
jsiH’of kuid. All cxjRricncc among the sick 
shows the .same thing. 

In making colico, it i.s absolutely ncccR.«?ftry to 
buy it iu tin' berry and grind it at home. Other- 
wise yon may reck<»n ii|M>n its containing a cer- 
tain amount of chicory, at Unst. This is not a 
question of tho taste, or of the wholcsoiiieness 
of chicory. It is that < hicoiy has nothing at all 
of the pmportieH for which you give cofft'tj. And 
therefore you may its well in t give it. 

Aciiin, nil IftiindrcsscR, mistresses of dairy- 
farms, head mu.scs, (I siK’uk of the good old 
sort only— women who unite a good deal o 
hard manual labor with tho head-work necca- 
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sary for arrnnfjinf? th« bnsinr««. bo that 

nonft of it fthali upon the het*ls of Boinc> 

thin(< Bet j;reut vjilne. I have ohHt.rved, 

npon huviuf{ u hiKh pricid tea. 'riuK la oalleil 
extmvai^ant Ihit lb«*fie women are “oxtrava- 
gHnt" in notbint; else. Ami they an» rii?ht in 
this. Real t4^u•leuf tea alone contains the ro- 
Btorative tliey want; which i.s not to be found 
in Bloo-lcaf teo. 

The mistroKBCBof hf>ufk*.s, who cannot even 
over their oun Ijousp. once a day, are iiicapal)lo 
of jndvjiiu? for tliese women. For tliey are in- 
capal'io themselvew, to all appearance, of the 
apirit of arrangement (no anmll tusk) nccesstiry 
for iQunn}^m{ a lar^e ward or <lain.’. 

Cocoa is often rccomim*nd<*d to the sick in 
lien of ten or coffee. Jtuh in‘h-p*-iuleutly <»f the 
fact Unit Knglish Bick very >;ciiernlly diHhke 
cocoa, it hvs (|UiU} a diffen>nt etlect fr»)ui tea or 
coffee. It is an oily, Btarcliy nut, havini^ no 
restorative jKiwer at all. but Riinply inf^reusinj; 
fnt It is pure mockery of the sick, therefore, 
to call it a suhs(itnU> for tea. F»)r any renovat- 
ing stinuiiuH it h.is. yon might ju.st as well oflier 
them chestnuts iustea I of tea. 

An almost univensil error among nurses is in 
the bulk of the food, and eajieeialiy the <irinks, 
they offr*r to their patients. SupjH>so a patient 
ordered i oz. brmdy during the day. how is bo 
to take this if you make it into four pints with 
diluting it? The same with tea and beef tea, 
with arrowroot, milk. Ac. You have not in- 
orcitsed the nouriKliment, yon Imve not increased 
the renovating |siwer of tln*se articles, by in- 
creasing their iuilk you have very likely di- 
minished lioth by giving the patieni's digestion 
more to do, and most likely of all. tho patient 
will leave half of what ho has l>een ordert'd to 
take, because ho cannot swallow the bulk with 
which you have been pleased to invest it. It 
re<|uires very nice obsenation and care (and 
mecLs with hardly any) to determine what will 
not be too thick or strong for tho patient to 
take, while giving him no more than the bulk 
which he is able to swallow'. 

nm AND BEDIUNO. 

A few words upon beilstcads and iiedding; 
and principally as regards patients who are 
entirely, or almost entirely, contined to lied. 

Feverishness is generally supiMised to lie a 
symptom of fever - in nine cases out of ten it is 
a symptom of iM tlding. The )sitient has had 
re-intrtslueod into tJio body the cinanatioiis 
from hiiiiKelf winch day alter day mid wiak 
after week Hitiirato hiB unuired bcifding. How 
can it be otherwise ? lyii^k at the ordinary la?d 
in which a putii nt lies. 

If I were Ioi»kirig out for an example in order 
to show what tuA to do, I should l*dve tho speci- 
men of an onlinnry bed in a private house: a 
wooden be<lstead, two or even three mattresses 
piled up to above the height of a tihle; a val- 
ance ntUiehed to tho frumo- notliing Imt a 
miracle could ever tlioroughly dry «»r air siu*h a 
bi'd ami bi'diliug. The patient must inevitably 
alU^riiati' lartwceii cold »lainp alter his lied is 
nimle, and warm damp before, both satuniJed 
with organic mutter, and this from the time the 
maMresses are put under him till the time they 
are picked to pieces, if this is ever done. 

If you consider that an adult in heallii exhales 
by the lungs imd skin in the twenty-four hours 



three pints at least of moiatnre. loaded with 
organic matter ready to enter into putrefaction; 
that in sickncHs the tpiamityis ofu-n greatly 
increasetl, tie* quality is always more noxious— 
ju.st ask yourself mnt where d<H.*s all this mois- 
ture go to? 1‘bielly into the bedding, beeausa 
it cannot go any where else. And it stays 
there: because, except perhnjis a weekly chungo 
of sheets, scarcely any olher airing is attempted. 

nurse will b*i careful to fidgetiness about 
airing tlie clean shet-ts from clean damp, but 
airing the dirty sheets from noxious damp will 
never even occur to her. ItcKides this, the most 
dangerous ctHuvia wo know of are from the 
excreta of the Bick— these are placed, at least 
b-mpomrily, wIutc they must throw their eiHu- 
via into ilio under side of the bed, ami the space 
under tho bed is never aired; it cannot be, with 
our arrangements. Must not stieh a bed l>o ol- 
wii\R satnraleil, and Iw always tho means of re- 
introducing into the system of the unfortunate 
patient who lies in it, that exi’reiiientitiouB 
matter to eliminate which from the Iwidy nature 
had cxpres.'>ly appointial the diHca.se ? 

.\ly heait alway.s sinks within luo when I hear 
tho goml house-w'ife, of every class, bjiv, “ I 
assure you the bed 1ms l>een well slept in,” and 
I can only ho|io it is not true. What? is tho 
bed ulrcaily saturated with somebody else's 
damp before my juitient comes to exhale in it 
his own diiinp? Has it not hud a single chance 
to be aired? Xo. not one. “It has been slept 
in every nighL” 

The only way of really nursing a real patient 
is to have an iron be<lstead, with rhi*ycUno 
springs, which are permeahle by tho air up to 
the very mattress, (no valance, of course,) the 
mattress to bo a thin hair one; tho bed to be 
not above .3^ feet wide. If the patient bo en- 
tirely coiifim d to bis bed, tbere slionid Ihi tiro 
such Is'dsloads; each bed to bo “iiimle” with 
mattress, sheets, blankets. Ac., complete— the 
patient to pass twelve hours in each lK*d; on no 
account t*» carry his sht‘ets with him. Tho 
whole of the bedding to bo bung up to air for 
each intermediate twelve hours. Of course 
there are many ca.ses where this cannot be «lono 
at all— many more where only an approach to 
it can be made. I am indicating the ideal of 
nursing, and what I have actually had done, 
ihit about Hie kind of bed^teial there can bo no 
doubt, wheth<-r there ho one or two providciL 

Thcro is a prejudice in favor of a wide bc<! — 

I believe it b» be n prcjidice. All the refrc.sh- 
nicnt of moving a patient from one siile to tho 
other of his lu-d is far more cftcctmdly secured 
hv putting him into a fre.Hh bed; ami a patient 
who is ix tdly very ill docs not stray lar in bed. 
But it is said there is no room to put a tmy 
down on a narrow be<l. No go«id nurse will 
ever put a tmy on a bed at all. If the patient 
can turn on his side, he will eat more comfort- 
ably fiom a bed side table; and on no account 
whatever should a bed ever be higher than a 
Boftu Otherwise the patient feels himself “out 
of humanity’s reach;” ho can get at nothing for 
himself; he can move nothing for himself. If 
tho patient cannot turn, a table over tho Vied is 
a lietU-r thing. I neeil hardly say that a patient's 
bed should never have its hiiIo against tho wall. 
Tho nurse must be aide to get easily to both 
sides of the bed, and to reach easily every part 
of the patient without stretching— a thing im- 
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posHible if the bed be either too wide or too 
uich. 

When I SCO a palienh in a room nine or ten 
feet hi^h. upon a bed l)elweeu four and tive feet 
high, M'ith hie lieotl, when he ia Hitting up in 
bed. actually within two or three feel of the 
ceiling, 1 jwk niyaelf, i« this expnwsly planned 
to proiluro that peculiarly di^tresaiu^ feeling 
comiuou to the 8iek, viz., tx» if the .walls and 
ceiling were cloKin^ in upon them, and they 
becoming Kandwiched between tioor and ceiling, 
whil h imagination in not, indeed, hero ho far 
from the truth ? If, oviir and above thi#, the 
wiudcjw Ktops abort of the ceilinj^, then the pa- 
tient’a head may literally be raiaod above the 
atrutuin of fresh air, even when the window is 
open. (Iftn human perveraity any farther go, 
in unmaking the process of rcKtoration which 
God has imwle? 'Ihe fa<;t in, that the heads of 
aleeperH. or of sick. «hould never he higher than 
the throat of the chimney, which ensures their 
being in the current of best air. And we will 
not Huppn.se it |K>H.sibIe that you have olo.sed 
yo!ir chimney with a chimney board. 

If a bed is higher than a sofm the difTcrenco 
of the fatigue of getting in and out of bed will 
just make the diflerence, very ofl4'n, to the p.i- 
tiont (who can got in and out of bed at all) of 
being able to take a few minutes' exorcise, either 
in the o|x?n air or in another room. It is bo 
very odd that people never think of this, or of 
how many more timcH n patient who is in bed 
for the twenty-four hours is obligml to get iu 
aud out of b(Ml th»n they are, who only, it is to 
be h<^)cd, got into bed once and out of btsl once 
daring the twcnty*fuur hours. 

A patient's lx.‘d Hhould always be in the light- 
est spot in the room; and ho should bo able to 
see out of window. 

I ne<*d scarcely say that the oM four-post bed 
with curtains is utterly inadmissible, whether 
for sick or W4‘ll. Hospital bedsteads are in many 
reapects very much less objectionable than pri- 
vate ones. 

There is reason to believe that not a few of 
the app ircnlly unaccountable cases of scrofula 
among children proceetl from the habit of sleep- 
ing ^ th the head under the bed clothes, aud so 
iulmiliijg air already breathed, which is farther 
eon^miuated by exhaltations from the skin. 
Patients are sometimes given to a Kimilar habit 
and it often bap]>ciai that the bed chithes are ho 
disposed Unit iho patient must necessarily 
breathe air more or less contaminated by ex- 
halations from his skin. A good nurse will bo 
careful to attend to this. It is an important 
part, BO to speak, of ventilation. 

It may bo worth while to remark, that where 
there is any danger of bed-sores u blanket should 
never be placed umfrr the patient It retains 
(hunp aud acts like a poultice. 

Never use anything but light Whitney blankets 
a.s bed covering for the sick. The heavy cotton 
impervious coiioterpune is bud, for the very 
reason that it keeps m the emanations from the 
flick perHon, while the blanket allows them to 
pass through. Weak patients are invariably dis- 
tretwed by u great weight of bed clothes, which 
often prevents their getting any sound sleep 
wh.at“Vor. 

One word about pillows. Ei’ory weak pa- 
tient, bo his illness what it may. HUlTers 
more or less from difficulty in breathing. To 



tike the weight of the body off the poor 
chest which is hardly up to its work as it is, 
ought therefore to be the object of the nurse in 
armnging his pillows. Now whatdm-s she do and 
what are Ihe ooiim'quences? She piles the pil- 
lows ono-a-t)p of the other like a wall of bricks. 
The head is thrown upon the chest And the 
shoulders ur4‘ pushed forward, ho as nut to allow 
the lungs t<» expand. The pillows, in fact lean 
upon the patient, not the ]>atient up<m the pil- 
lows. It is impossible to give a rule for tUis, 
because it must vary with the tlgure of the jra- 
tient. .\tid till ]>.iti(‘nts Kuffer much more than 
short ones, because of the of the long limba 
U|>ou the waist Hut the object is to support, 
with the pillows, the bock beiine the breathing 
apparatus, to allow the shouldt'rs room to hili 
back, and Hupport tint hcrad, without throwing 
it forward. The siilfering of dying (>atieuts is 
immenstdy increased by neglect of these points. 
.\nd umiiy an invalid, too weak to ilrag aboot his 

t iillows himsidf, hU])S his book or anything at 
laud behind the lower ]>art of his back to Hup- 
port it 

moirr. 

It is the nmpialilied result of all iny experi- 
ence with the Hick, that second only to their 
m*ed of fresh air is tlieir need of light; that, 
after a clo.se rmim, what hurts them most is a 
dark r»»oin. .\ml that it is not only light but 
dirt'ct Huu-light they want I had rather havo 
the power of carrying my patient about after the 
Huu. according to the aspect of the rooms, if oir- 
cumstinces permit than let him ling*T in a 
r<H>m wh«m the sun is off. iVople think the 
eff.*ct is up^l 1 the spirits only. This is by no 
means the case. The Him iH not only a painter 
but a Hculptor. Yon admit that he d«>«‘S the j)ho- 
togmph. Without going into any scientiftc ex- 
poutions we must admit that light has (}uite as 
ri'al and t.ingible eff4M‘ts npon the huimm body. 
Hut this is not ulL Who has not observed ihe 
purifying effect of light and especially of direct 
Kiinlight upon the air of a room? [lore is an 
, observation within everybody's .‘xperieuce. Go 
I into a room where the shiitterH an* always shut, 
(in a Rick room or a bed room there shnuldi 
never be shutters shut) and though the room 
bo uninhabited, though the air has never boon 
polluted by the breathing of human beings, you 
will observe a close, musty flmollof corrupt air, 
of air *, e, unimritied by the offoct of the Hun’s 
rays. The mustimvss of ilirk roiims aud cor- 
ners, indt-tul. is proverbial. The chtsTfulnoRHof 
a room, the us<d<ilness of light iu treating dia- 
civse is albimportant 

A v«‘ry high authority in hospital constme- 
tion has said that the people do not enough 
consider the difterenco between w.irds and dor- 
mitori4m in planning their buildings. Hut I go 
f.irth^*r. autl nay, that hejilthy people never re- 
member the difference between M-ronm* and 
siVAr-rooms, in making arrang«*ments for tbo 
flick. To a Hlcepcr in health it iloes not signify 
what the view is from his bed. He ought never 
be in it excepting when asleep, and at night.* 
Aspect iloes not very nmoh signify either, (pro- 
vided tlie sun reach his bed-room Home time in 
every day. to purify the air,) becaiist* he ought 
never to be in his bed-rotim except during iho 
hotirH when there is no sun. Hot the case is 
exactly revemud with the sick, oveubhould they 
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be as many hours out of their beds as you are 
in yoiira, which probably they are not. There- 
fore. that they should be able, wtthoiit raising 
themselves or turning in bed, to sec out of 
window from their betls, to see sky au«l siiu- 
light at least, if you can show them nothing 
else.l assert to bo, if n<)t of the very tirst im{>or- 
taiico for recoverj', at least something very near 
it And you should therefore look to the posi- 
tion of the beds of your sick one of the very 
first things. If they can s(‘e out of two windows 
instead of one, so much the better. Again, the 
luoruiug sun aud the mid-day suu^tbe hours 
w ben they are quite certain not to be up, are of 
more importmee to them, if a choice imist be 
made, than the afternoon sun. Perhaps you can 
take them out of bed in the afternoon and set 
them by the window, where they can see the 
Kun. Put the l>est rule is, if possible, to give 
them direct sunlight from the moment he rises 
till the moment he sets. 

Another great dificrence between the hfd- 
room and the sicAr-room is, the s/i'»7>erha8 a very 
large balance of fresh air to begin with, when 
be begins the night, if his room has been open 
all day as it ought to h-; the /ncA* man hits not, 
because ail day he has been breathing the airin 
the same nwtn, and dirtying it by the emana- 
tions from himself. Fur more care is thert^fore 
necessary to keep up a constuut change of air 
in the sick room. 

It is hardly necessary' to add that there are 
acute cases, (particularly a few ophthalmic 
cases, and diseases where the eye is morbidly 
sensitive,) where a subdued light is necessary. 
But a dark north room is inadmissible even for 
these. You con always moderate tlie light by 
blinils and curtains. 

Heavy, thick, dark w'indow or bed curtains 
shoulib however, hardly over l>e iiM‘d for any 
kind of sick in this country. A light white cur- 
tain at the head of the be<l is. in general, all 
that is necessary, and a green blind to the win- 
dow, to be dniwn down only when necessary. 

One of tbo greatest observers of human things, 
(not physiological,! says, in another lauguage: 
** Where there is sun there is light” All physi- 
oonftnu this. Where is the shady 
side ot deep vullies, there is cretinism. Where 
are cellars and the unsunned sides of narrow 
streets, there is the degeneracy sud weaklines 
of the human race — mind and l>ody e<iually do- 

S eneratiiig. Put the pule withering plant and 
uitrnii being into the sun. and, if not too far 
gone, each will recover health and spirit 
It is a curious thing to observe how almost 
all patients lie with their faces turned to the 
light exm^Cly as plants always make their w*ay 
hmards the light; a patient will even complain 
that it -gives him pain “lying on that side." 
*• TTien why do yon lie on that side?” He does 
not know — but we do. It is because it is the 
aide towar<ls the w'iudow. A fiushionablo physi- 
cian bus recently published in a govorunicnt 
report that he always turns his patient's faces 
frtim tht* light. Yos. but nature is stronger than 
fashionable physicians, ami depend upon it she 
turns the faces back and (oitunit such light us 
she cun get Walk through tbo wanls of a hos- 
pital, remember the bed sides of private patieuta 
you have seen, and count how raan^' sick you 
ever .saw lyiug with their faces towoid tbo 
windows. — Mi »9 
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Anny, and its nj>p(»inlinoiit and plan of orjjani- 
Ention wore njiproud hy the IVoKidoiit of the 
UniUsl StatoR. Its prosi nt orgauization is as 
foIlowH: 

II. W. Bollows, D.T>., New York. 

A. D. llarho, LI*!)., W»iahington, D. 0. 

F. L. Olmsted, f’alifoniia, 

George T. Strong, Ks«j., Now York. 

Elisha ilnrria, M.l>., Now York. 

W. II. Van Huron, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shinia, U. S. A. 

It. C. W<K»d. Aj^sislant Surg.-G<?n’I U. 8. A. 
Woleott (lihhs. M.D., N<?w York. 

S. G. Howe, M.I.)., Ih>ston, Mtiaa. 

C. R. Aguew, M I)., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, .M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Itt. T. AI. Clarke. Providenee, U. I. 

Hon. It. \V. Biintelt, Cinrinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. ilark Skinner, Chicago. 111. 
lion. .ItJKfph Holt, Washington, D. C. 

Horace Jtiuncy, Jr., Philadelphia, Pentu 
Kev. J. H. Ueywood, Louisville, Ky, 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Miiaa, 

Prof. Fairman Itogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 

C. J. Stills. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, 111. 

omcrna: 

H. W. BollowH. P.D., Prrt»i(lpnt. 

A. r>. Bacho, I.Ii.I)., Vice-iv<‘Mident, 

George T. Siniiig, Trciunirer, 

J. Foster JenkiiiH. M.I)., General S^Kretary, 

J. K. NewlK*rry, M.D., Assofialc SiMTt'fary. 

J. H. l^mgliiH, M.I)., .VsstH'irtte Secretary. 

F. N. Kuapp, Aawteiato Secretary. 

PTANDIXO COMMITTEE. 

Henry W. Bellowe, D.D. 

George T. Strong. 

Williiini H. Van Jhircn, M.D. 

Woh-ott Gihhs, M.D. 

C. It. Agucw, M.D. 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary ComDilaaieQ haa nitule arrangementa 
for pupplying inlnmiatien gratuitmiiily, with regard to 
patieuU iu all the t'uiUd Htatea Oem-rai Uowpitals. 

For information rpUHve to patlcnta in the Ito«)iltaltln 
New York. Now Jt*rHey. the New England StaU a. KaaU 
cm Virginia, Maryland, District of Colnnitiia, North 
Camlina. S<»uth ('arolma, Florida and Ixnisuiria. addreaa 
** Office of Sanitary CommUiaion, Waabingtou, 1). C." 

For the IToppltala in Pennaylvania, addreaa "Office of 
Binitary ComniiaHlon, No. 1.W7 Chcatnnt Street, Phlla> 
dclpbia.*’ 

For the Iloajdtala In Woatrm Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinoia. Missouri. Iowa, Keiitncky. Trnnr«a<'e. Mi«Nla> 
aippi, and Arknunaa. aildreaa "Office Samtoiy Com- 
mlasiou. LouiaMUe, Ey." 

In all eaaea tho name. rank, company, and regiment of 
the p<‘r*on in<p»ire<l for rhonld bo given, and where he 
wsu< when lawt heanl from. If the application i* by letter, 
the answer aill be scut by rt>tum of mail ; If in peraon, 
it will Ik* anawercil at once ; or If by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned Uumi'diaUdy at tbo inqulrer’a 
cxtwuiu*. 

4V*8oidlcra‘ Aid fiorietie*. clergymen, Mltora, and 
Other*, ran acarccly a<*rvo the cauac of humanity more 
eflectuallr than by Insiueutly and widely diaaiminating 
a knowledge of tbo above, among tboae who liavo fnenda 
in tbo army. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

Tlie Sanitary C<>mmlssion, under apodal aitihnr* 
ity of the Presub'Ht of the United States, niaintium 
an extensive avstem of agendca f»>r securing the 
aafe ciinveyance to, and flistritnrtion of, gocMla put 
in its charge for the sick ami woiinikKl at points 
where they are most wauled. It op#*rato» with 
eunal care and generoaily at al) poiiiU— at NewOr- 
1' .iMH and at W.ihhington, Is fnre (JharlesUin and at 
Ch.it f am wiga— its distributions being govoniod bj' a 
(vuiiparisonof pie w ants of the patient.* in all case*. 
The Ddlowing is a list of dojiots, to which auxiliary 
aocieti*'*, ami all di*)>f»«e<l to aid the sick an^ 
w'ouiided, without iX'fi'rMiieo to State* or localities, 
Imt simply to their rehitive necessity for a«»siat- 
auee, arc invited to aoml llicir oUeriiigs: 

RanitaryConimisaion, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Uttston, Mas*. 

Siiiiitan' Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 Sd 
Avenue, Sew York. 

Saiiliiiry Commi.‘»‘lon, Branch Depot. No. 1.307 
Chestnut Street, IMiiladelphia. 

Sniiitiini’ r4imnns?»ion, Branch Dei>ot, No. 46 
South Sharp Stri*<'t. Baltimore. 5Id. 

Satiitarr r«>mmissioii. Branch Depot, comer Vine 
and Sixth Street*, Ciiicirmnti, O. 

S.initary CommisHiim, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bunk Street. Clevelund, <L 

Sanitary (;«*mrnisMon. iffauch Deixit, No. G6Mad> 
h*f»n .Street, Chicagti, III. 

Sanitary CommisKton, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s Hhtck, BiUTalo, New York. 

Sanitaiy (VumnisHion, Branch Depot. No. 59 4tb 
Street. Bittshurg, I’eiin. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
nod Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Commiasiuu, Branch Depot, Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Sanil ary Commisaion, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Lmiisvillo, Ky. 

The r4>mmi*«inn reccivea no pecuniarr aid what- 
ever fri»in the (Jovcrniiiejit, and ia whuMv dciiend- 
eut on the voluntary contrilmtiona of tin; public for 
the nicauM of »mst.aiiiing ita ofieratinna. Contribu- 
tioim to the Trea-Hiiry are (wdicited, and may bo 
tr.uiHmi(tc*«l toGeorgo T. Strong, Eau., Treaeorer. 
C8 Wall Street, N. Y, o — n , , 



RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

General Sui^orlnfi ndcnt, Her. F. N. Knapp, Waahlng- 
toti, D. 0. ('hU'f AKaifdant. J. B. Abt>ott. 

Holdiera' Home. Dear Baltimore Itailroad Depot, Waab- 
ingtoti, D. 0. 

SoMier’a Lotge. 76 Kingalon Street, Doaton. 

D»dBe No. 4. 11 Stn-ct. between l.'lth and I4th Street!. 

DHigp No. 6, MarrUnd Avenue, near Railroad Station. 

Nuraea* Home, Wo^hingloD, D. C. 

Soldu-ra* Home. Third Htwt, ea«t Of Rroadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio— t^ol. <1. W. D. Andrew*. Rup’t. 

S4»l«Uor*' Home, Ckiiro. 111. — C. N. Hhipman, Snp't and 
Relief Agent. 

H*»ldiera‘ Home, Txuitavilla, Ky.— Jamea Maloua, Sup‘t. 
Jaiiu * Morton, Sim*ou 1 Relief AgeoL 

S-»1dior*’ Home, NaabviUe, Teun.^B. Crane. Sap't and 
Relh'f Agent. 

8*>ldlere’ Home, Columbnt, Ohio . Snp’t. 

Sobliera' Home, Clereland, Ohio-— Clark Warren, Bap't 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldier*’ lanige, near landing, Metuphla, Tenn- — O.W. 
CbrHty, Snp’t ami Relief Agent 

BulOiera’ Lodge. Vtckaburg. Miaa— T. Way, Sap’t. 

Aorxoy rviR paxaioita. 

WlUlans F. Basitom, Penalon Agent, Waablngton, D. 0 

armCITAt, CAR!. 

Bi tween Waahlngtou and New York— SoL Andrewa, 
M. 1).. Surgeon In charge. 

Br-tweeu Nrw York and Boaton. via Springfield. 

Between IxuitavlUe and Murfrueaboro'— >Ur. 4. P. Bar- 
num, Surgeon in charge. 

aaKITART HTfUMta. 

Cumberland Rlvar- Mew Duuleltb. 
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• KECEIVED 

TWO PRIZE MEDALS 




(FBOM JURIES 3 AND 4) 

AT THE 

XlNTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 

. XL.03E\rx>orsr, xses. 

Being Sole AvuriU gained by anything of the kind. It also received Superlative Report of 

“EXCEEDING EXCELLENT FOR FOOD.” 



MAIZENA, 

At the GRE.iT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION at HAMBURG, July, 1863, received 
the highest Prize Medal for its great delicacy as an article of food. 

MAIZENA, 

At the FAIR of the NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, at UUoa, N. T„ 
September, 1863, received both Du'loua and MnnAJi. 

MAIZENA, 

AT THB 

Peniij<ylYaiiia State Fair at Norristown, 

Ocr. 3, 1863, took Gold Medai,. 

" MAIZENA” has also token the first premium at the Americas Isstitijtk, New York 
City; New Jersey State Fair at Trenton, and at other places — in every instance where 
it has been exhibited. 

“ AIAIZENA" has never failed to receive the highest award when placed in competi- 
tion with Com Starch and all articles of like character, after a thorough Microscopical 
and Analytical Examination of disinterested judges. It therefore stands commends to 
the publio OS the best article of its kind in the world without any comments of the manu- 
facturer. 

MAIZENA, 

For Puddings, Cakes, Custards, Blanc Mange, Ac., without isinglass, with few or no eggs, 
at a cost astonishing the most economical. It is also excellent for thickening sweet sauces, 
gravies for fish and meat, soups, Ac. For lee Cream, nothing can compare writh it. A 
little boiled in milk will produce rich cream for Coffee, Chocolate, Tea, Ac. 

Put up in one pound packages, under the trade mark “Maizeno," with directions 
for use. 

A most delicious article of food for children and invalids of all ages. For sale by 
Grocers and Dmggists everywhere. 

WHOLESALE DEPOT, 166 FULTON STREET. 

WM. JDURYEA. General Agrcnt. 
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OKFICIi: OF THE 

C0lmuBktt (IJliurittf) ^«surau« 
COMPANY, 

CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 

CASH CAPITAL, - $1,000,000. 



From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 



Total Amount of Assets, .January 1, 1864 $.3,140,930 80 

Total Amount of Premiums 3,2.52, 2.'i6 76 

Exccs.s of Earned Prcmlunus over Los.ses, Ac 1,137,063 33 

Reserve for Estimate Claims Uuatljusted and other Continjrcncies 441,206 49 

Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certifieates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Aeerned 

or not 269,614 80 

Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums 15 i>er cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders 26 per cent. 



LOSSES PAID IN GOLD npon Bisb on which the Prentimii is paid in Dke Currency. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving ia lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, UEITKNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of preroiuraH paid and 
earned during tlie year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all uew risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows; 

1st. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PER CENT. 



2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, aud ujicn VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
npon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 

Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premium.s u)>on such policies earned aud paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
ouc hmidred dollars. 



DIRECTORS. 



EDWARD ROWE. 

DANnX W. LORD, 
GEf)RGE MIL.V, 

JOHN ATKINSON, 

THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, 
WM. H. HAlisEY, 

THJlS. BARRON, 

ROLAND O. KTTCHEU^ 
ALBERT 0. UX, 
GEORGE P. DFJSUON, 

O. 1. NIMS, 



U. r. MERICK, 

WM B. OODEN, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
a C. MORRLS 
ANDREW J. RICH, 
DAN'L W. TEI.LER, 
JOHN D. BATtSi, Jr., 
CnARI£3 HICKOX, 
ROUERT BOWNE, 
LAWRENCE MYERS, 
a N. DERRICK, 



THOS. LORD, Vice-President. 



MOSB^ MERICK, 
DAVID J. EI.Y, 
JOSH'U MORRISON, 
WM. 11. rOPHAM, 

B C. MORRIS, Jft , 
S7.RA NYE, 

HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
THOMAS IjORD, 
ROBERT 8. HOLT, 

J. B. GRIFFIN. 



B. C. MORRIS, President. 



WM. M. WHITNET, 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 
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NORTH AMERICAN 

Fire Insurance Company, 

IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 



OFFICE, No. 114 BROADWAY. 



IN"CORr*OTlA.TED 1823. 



CASH CAPITAL|Mayl,) 
AND SURPLUS,] 1864, 



ASSETS: 



Loans on Bond and Mortgafrc, being first lion on Real Estate, 

worth over Fifty per cent, above the amount loaned $173,160 00 

Stocks, Bonds and other Securities owned by tlie Company, mar- 
ket value ■ 365,960 00 

Cash in Bank and Oflice 21,232 15 

Loan.s on demand with collaterals. 7l,-100 00 

Premiums due and outstanding 3,820 81 

Cash in Agents’ hands in course of transmission [business of April 

received] 13,491 57 

Interest accrued on Securities 21,684 60 

Other Property of Company I,2ti5 00 



$675,014 13 

Losses unadjusted $10,500 00 



Insures Property against Loss or Damage by Fire at usual rates, 
and returns three-fourths of the net Prolits, each year, to the As- 
sured. 

Policies Issued and Losses paid at the Office of the Company, or at 
its various Agencies in the principal cities in the United States. 

JAMES W. OTIS, President. 

R. W. BLimCKER, Secretary. 

R. F. MASON, Sup’t Agenoiea. 
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E. & H. T. ANTHONY, 

N.l.lF.lCTl>ReRS OF FROTOliRlPIICJ MITERIILS, 

501 Broadway, New York. 



p. a r% 'rs T-T r* ^ rs 

XiAJkAXJtJ aA M A -Kt M. 






Aik XI A 



Our Catnlogiic now erobracea con»id«'rabl^ over 

FOUR THOUSAND 

different subjects, (to which nd litions are conliimnlly being niade.j of Portraits of 
Phuineut Americans, etc., viz.: 



650 Statesmen, 

130 Divines, 

110 Authors, 

34 Artists, 

120 Stage, 

66 Prominent Women. 



110 Major Generals, 

230 Brigadier Generals, 

270 Colonels, 

90 Lieut. Colonels, 

250 Other Officers, 

82 Officers of the Navy, 

147 Prominent Foreign Portraits. 

2,500 COPIP:s of WORKS OF ART, 
iDclading rrprodartiLDi of (be most cclebrntrd Engrariiigs, Paiutings, Etaluri, lie. 
CATALOaVKS SK.YT O.V RBCEIPT OF STAMP. 

Ad orJrr for Oo« Dvuo nCTURES from oar CkUtogti« will bo SlloU od r*«oipt of $l.bO, 4 q* 1 «ont bj m4i),/rr«. 



PHOTOGI^APHIC ALSUMS. 

or thoAo w« mantifftetare a g^rowt raHotj, nio^ini; in prieo from bO eonti to eoeb. 

Oar ALBUMS bwv* tbs rt^ntatioo of b«ing tufwrior io t<«aut j »d 4 durtbilit/ to adj othrri. 
Th*j can b« mdI bj mail at a of oot coot p«r os. 



Wti al.«o kerp on hand a large aasorlment of 



STEREOSCOPES AND STEREOSCOPIC VIEiVS. 



Our Calalo^ju of these xciU be sent to any address on receipt of stamp. 

E. & II. T. AIVTHOIVY, 

Manufacturer!* of Pbotognipbic Materials, 

fiOl BROADWAY, SKW YORK.. 



Friends or Relatives of Prominent Military Men will confer a favor by acmliug ua their 
Ukones84'8 to copy. They w’iil be kept carefully, ami returned uninjured. 

FINE ALBUMS MADE TO ORDER for Cotigregatioos to present to their Pastor, 
cr for other purposes, with suitable inscriptions, Jtc. 

A One aasortment of Stereoscopic Views of the Battle Fields*, Ac., of the present War. 
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Hlimnan's Army 

Scenes »t t)u‘ Base 489 
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The Sanitabt CommeiioN Bulletin i» punlit/ied 
on the Jim nnil Jijieeiilh of eeery jnoiilh, aivl at it 
has a circnhUion^ yratuUotis or other , of ahore 11.000 
copies, it ajfers an nnvsuathj ralnahle medium for 
adrertisinj, 

Alt communications m>ist he a/ldressed to the Eit- 
itor, at the office, 829 Brooflteay, an*t must he au^ 
ihenticated hy the ttamesanil aihtresses of tlie irriters. 

As tlic coutinwinee of the pubtication of tite Bhl. 
LETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the tear, 
and on Uie rrsourrrs of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission —the Standing Committee feels a rerlain (le- 
gree of retuctauce to solicit suhscriffiions for it — and 
therehy to pledge the Cotnmission to Us issue for a 
dffiinite jteriod. 

The OnnmUtee unilerstand, hoicethr, that some of 
their friemls to trhom it is note sent gratuitously, ex- 
press o icish to pay for it, and they therifore giee 
notice Dud the sum of tieo ttottars, remUled to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Stuono, C3 Widl Street, or A’o. 
823 liroadiray, Xeir i'ork,) wiU secure its being sent 
to tneh eontrPndor during the remaimler of the cur- 
rent year, unless Us publication be sooner discon- 

tinueft, 

VoL. I.— No. 16. 31 



THE JIONTU’S WORK. 

Subjoined Ls a statement of the disliarse- 
meuts made by tlio Commission, during tho 
month of May, for tlio national forces in 
Virginia. It will be seen that of $328,351, 
there has been expended in cash drawn 
from the Central Treasury $236,343, or 
over two- thirds of the total amount. And 
it must be remembered, too, that this is 
for the relief of only one of our armies. It 
does not include any portion of the outlay 
incurred on behalf of Oeneral Sherman’s 
army in Georgia, or on behalf of General ’ 
Bauks’s array in Mississippi. Nor does it 
include the expenses of the “ Homes” and 
“ Lodges” scattered all over the country, 
nor of the work of sanitary inspection. It 
has, in fact, been called forth by tho sick 
and wounded of the forces in Virginia, and 
during only tho opening month of what 
promises to be a long and bloody cam- 
paign. 

M’e call attention to the-se facts for tho 
benefit of those — and their name is legion 
— who are possessed with the belief, that, 
inasmuch as the Commission has received 
a million and a half from the fairs, it has 
now money enough, and tho tide of public 
charity may be turned in some other direc- 
tion. A quarter of a million is gone in 
Virginia alone in four weeks. At this rate, 
tho fund now in tho treasury, or likely to 
come into it, would not nearly meet all tho 
wants of General Grant’s army only be- 
tween now and tho first of November, for 
we are constantly forced into extending tho 
field of our ojierations. There is constantly 
a vast deal of suffering which tho Medical 
Department cannot prevent, and which we, 
let us bo ever so well supported by tho 
country, cannot nearly relievo. 
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On a Bubsfquciit pagp of the present 
nnml)er will bo found a stab'ment in detail 
of the issues of supplies in Virftinia during 
the month of May, ns well as of the anti- 
scorbutic stores, now on hand, that have 
been forwarded to our depots in Maryland 
and Virginia. About the latter we will 
only say, that they full very far short of 
meeting the call upon them. One of the 
greatest dangers with which the army has 
to contend, is the scorbutic tendtneies 
created by the want of vegetables. Wo 
have so often set forth in these pages the 
effects upon the soldier’s health and effi- 
ciency, and his recuperative power when 
wounded, of the sporbntic taint, that it is 
not necessary that we should now go over | 
the ground again. But we must once more j 
eameatly ni>peal to the public for coutribu- ; 
tions of onions and potatoes. It is safe to i 
say that every barrel of cither of these 
vegetables forwarded to us may be the 
means of saving a life. With such a vast 
extent of fertile soil as is at the command 
of two- thirds of our population, there ought 
to be no difficulty in obtaining more of 
the.se things than we can po.ssibly use. 
Will, therefore, everybody who has either 
a garden or a farm, remember that a very 
small patch of it may, by a very small 
amount of labor, be made to rescue a sol- 
dier from death? 

Statement of Pisbursements during the month 1 
of Jlay, ISOl, for the National Forces in Vir- 
ginia: 

HriTLIKS, 

Affi fmnt fwii) for pnrchftf»« * at— 



Ni w York fW 

\VaMhinuton 2X.75M r»8 

Baltlmurv. 43,4M (»4— $130,106.00 



Plirnu«rTlos. 

InrlndinR »ubfiUu-n.*«. trannportA- 
lion ami rt*niiH’n*alion, of over two hnudr^d 
Hcli' frori’a A*jt't»tii; for»ir«* for boj>rn; ina> 
terialii uef»-ft*ar>’ for Uio work of . IT.IW 17 

HonNFJi, Wauoxs, asi> ]1arn>;ha, 

AnKKiiit paid for 31,753 43 

TnAXHW>nTATIOK. 

Amount pai‘l for Chart* r— 

SU-amor “ Kent,” 20 dajR, to Juno 

lAt ft.SOO 00 

SUnmor ”J. n. Thomp*ion,‘* 27 

tlayn, to June l«t 3,375 00 

HU-unirr '* Mary Itapli'y/* 24 day* 

tuJun'^lot .. . 2.400 00 

St' tinipr ••1‘liunix/' 7 ‘; tlayi». to 

JuiM* Ixt .* 690 00 

Baryr •• Wafthinirton,'' — day* to 

.luno iHt 420 00 

Baht'ornT “UiiUfy,” 15 day*, tti 

jtuiflHt 300 00 

gfi-ajm-r “Got. f'urtln,*' 8 day#, 

to Junr l«t 800 00 

Barfio **HulH>kfU,” 10 day#, tn 

June* l#t 275 OO 

Coal, labor. Ac 2.373 31— 16,133 21 



ftPEClAl. idbl.lEf’. 

Anirinnt dnrinR til# mouth ... 4,206 80 

KvliinaUnl valur of a^ldltiunal RUpiilir-n con* 
tributed to the ('oniDiiaaioo and U#unl to 
the Army in £a#tem Virffinia 130,000 00 

Total. $33K,3« 21 



THE SANITARY COMMI.HSION AND THE 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

The following letter has l>een adilreesed 
to the editor of. the Waxhimjlnn Chnmicie, 
by Mr. Knapji, our Ass<K'iate Secretary: 

My attention has been called to the tone 
of exaggeration in which some persons 
speak of the work of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, ns if the Commission was doing every- 
thing and the Oovernment nothing for the 
wounded S4)ldiers, These sbitements do 
not emanate from, nor arc they endorsed 
by the Sanitary Commission. On the eon- 
trniy, while the Commission records, and 
is glad to be able to record, the aid it has 
rendered to the wounded, and while it 
seeks by public reports to assure the peo- 
ple that it is alive and worthy the trust 
placed in its hands, it is never found de- 
preciating the vastly greater sen ied render- 
ed by the Government, through the regu- 
lar channels of aid and siipply. 

The Sanitary Commi.ssion gives no conn- 
teuanee to that tone of whole.sale denunci- 
ation in which “^visitors” to the army 
speak of the neglect and utter delinquency 
of j)ublic officers in caring for the wounded. 
Tlie Commission sees what it eon.siders de- 
fects, and it is forced to recognize in indi- 
vidual officers and on specified ooea-sions 
what it believes to be delinqtiencies and 
neglect, and the suffering eonseipient ; but 
it also si-es and recoguizes, ns few others 
call, the immense lalair which di'volves upon 
the Medical Department in times like these, 
and the iiumeiiso work which is done. It 
re.-dizes, as others may not. that the trnns- 
]iorting of twenty-live thousand wounded 
men from the battle-field to distant ho.spit- 
als, involves unavoidable delays ami suffer- 
ing; ('specially when, ns now, the army is 
j moving rajiidly forward, with a frc(inent 
change of ba.se, compelling, as a “military 
necessity,” the instant transportation of 
wounded from the vicinity of iircviously 
occupied fields to general hospitals, no 
matter how severe may be the wounds, or 
how impassable the roads, or how deficient 
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Vlio means of transiiortation at oommanil. 
Ko man who has not l>een upon the groiiml, 
and day after day seen the lal>or to ho un- 
dergone, and the difliculties to he met., can 
form the slightest idea of the terrific work | 
laid upon the medical officers after a great j 
battle. j 

Sometimes at a single wharf, as was the i 
case at Bello Plain, a bn.stne.ss equal to that 
of a city of fifty thousand inhabitants has 
to he carried on. There are the (Jluarter- 
ma.stcrs and the Commissaries, with their 
crowds of Vioats and immen.se stores, wagons 
in trains a mile long pushing in from the 
shore, and impatiently waiting to he load- 
ed; ro-enforcement-s, five to ten thousand 
men in one single day, arriving to Vie dis- 
embarked and moved forward to the bat- 
lle-tield; prisoners, by the thousands also, 
to bo brought down to the boats under 
guard; and meantime, with it all, at this 
same wharf mn.st place and time be found 
for receiving the wounded as they are 
brought in, two or three hundred ambu- 
lances and wagons at once, followed imme- 
diately by a-s many more — with a crowd of 
those men, who with wounds less severe, 
have walked in with slow steps from corps 
and division hospitals. This is a mere out- 
line sketch, to be tilled in with the break- 
ing down of wagons on shore, blocking 
whole trains; tearing up the corduroy roiul.% 
opening thus the way to mud and quick- 
sands; the arrival of unexpected wounded, 
and non-arrival of expected boats; thi' nish, 
and moving to anil fro of the.se ma-sses of 
men and haims and stores; the slow, cau- 
tious handling upon stretchers, borne down 
in lung tile, of men with amputated limbs 
or terrible wounds; the feeding of the hun- 
grj' and trying to alleviate their snlTcriuga; 
all this continued by night the same ns by 
day, through the darkness and the rain. 

A person who has never been in the niiilst 
of all this, and who has not repeatedly 
been in the mid.st of all this, has no power 
and no ri'jht to judge of what the oDicers 
of the medical and of other departments 
are doing. Still less power or right to 
judge and criticise belong to the individual 
who with excited feelings of philanthropy 
goes from some quiet homo of his own 
down to the “front," expecting by a week's 
work of humane and irrcsponsiblo labor to 



set everything to rights and relieve all suf- 
fering. To such a man the whole scene is, 
of course, confusion and neglect and niin, 
while in reality it is simply Wah, with what 
in a great measure are its unavoidable con- 
sequences. The Sanitary Commission 
knows from long acquaintance with such 
scenes the work which the Jledical Dejiart- 
ment has to do, and the embarrassments 
under which it labors. 

With a steady hand in its owui assigned 
place does the Commission seek to co-ope- 
r.ite with the Hedical Department. All 
the employees of tlie Comniis,siou are in- 
structed not to criticise but to work; and 
to work snbjeetmg thcm.selves to military 
rule. So far as I know, a spirit of cordial 
good-will is felt by all the officers and real 
workers of the Commission in the field for 
the meilical staff, with whom they have di- 
rect relations. 

The Sanitary Commission in proper place 
and in authorizcrl manner does not hesi- 
tate to point out the deficiences and neg- 
lects which it secs. It seeks honestly and 
earnestly to secure needed reforms; it ad- 
vocates constantly what it constantly sees 
the call for, as, for instance, a larger prnris- 
ioH for the sick and wounded, embracing a 
larger coqis of surgeons and of nurses; 
more hospital transports, exclusively as.sign- 
ed for the whole term of war to the Medical 
Department; and an indc|>endent and ample 
transportation train, involving a large out- 
lay, as entirely under the control of the 
Surgeon-General and his oflieers, ns is tho 
ambulance train. Tho Sanitary Commis- 
sion thus points out what it considers de- 
fects, and seeks to secure reform ; yet it 
works in good faith and cordial eaniestne.ss, 
in its own more humble way, with the Med- 
ical Department as a whole. 

In order to illustrate this, let mo call 
your attention to the following extracts 
from letters and reports concerning tho 
work of tho Commis.sion, in which refer- 
ence is made to Medical Officers. You will 
see that tho tone is that of co-operation. 

I will turn first to the lost report received 
from the agent of the Commission in charge 
of the work at Tort Boyal, Virginia, a day 
or two since. Ho says: 

" -\11 day Friday we feil, and issued sup- 
plies to the wounded, without stint. All 
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tlie department* }mve treated us with a 
cordiality, aud more than cordiality — a 
wiliinR ooniidenec and cheer— that makes 
one iiiiite buoyant in approachinR them , 
and working with them. Dr. (hiyler, l>r. | 
Phillips, the representative of Dr. Parian, 
at this jiost, and Dr. MeKiiy, have la-eu ! 
esi)eeiully obliging. Dr. Cuvier on tindiiig 
us so diligently at work, told me to dniw 
on him for anything I needed. He loaned 
ns additional stores, eanldrona, furnished 
us beef stock and cotlee to any extent that 
wo dodred, and faeilitated our operations 
in all )iro]ier way.s, giving ns information 
of the arrival of trains freely and promptly. 

“1 have never before seen the organic and 
pro|)er rehitious between the Medical Do- 
]iartmeut and the Commission so smoothly, 
thoroughly, and harinouiuu.slv adjusted — 

It was i>flici.d and re.s)M)iisible — we were 
8upph‘ment<’rs not supplanters, aud the at- 
taches of each seemisl to have a strong feel- 
ing of mutual res])cct and heartine.ss. ” — 
Hiport of John -I. Amlersvn, Port Itoi/ol, 
IV/., d/ov 2S, IHCl. 

To this, I mid extracts from recently 
printed records — some of them oflicial re- 
ports, some hastily written letters. 

" May It. lSf,4. 

* * * “It should not be forgotten, 

however, that the hdairs of the Commis- 
sion are subordinate, and only uuiiliarv to 
the vaster anil more piwfcctly organized 
system of the Meilical Department of the 
Army, with which it works in eorajdete 
ae<‘ord. Col, Bamc.s, acting Surgeon Gen- 
eral, gives to the Commi.ssion and its 
ageiiLs such facilitii-s ns are asked for, and 
from the (Quartermaster’s Department val- 
nabli! aid is received.” 

* V * * 

“ With these nineteen ti-nms the sup- 
idies can go on to Fredericksburg rapidly, 
where there is need of them. I can assure 
yon, although Government is making ex- 
ertions tf) siipjily the need, and is con- 
stantly showing increased ability to put in 
practice what were before regarded as only 
experiments. Thus, the Government has 
jirepared, and mlmirably, two large hospi- 
tal tmn.sports, aud has also arranged for 
feeding the sick on board some of the 
other boats which are not regular floating 
hospitids.” 

“ May 22. 1S61. 

“ Bands of volunteers from various lo- 
calities chcerfidly took work in luirmouy 
with your organization, and lifting uj> the 
stretcher, supporting the crippled soldier 
to the boat, carrying bri'ail, cnvkers and 
coffee, bathing the wounds, or re adjusting ] 
bandages, serve to riHlouble all your means i 
of succor. The ofll<-ers of the Government ! 
both acceiitcd eonlially your services, and 
added in *ome things to your material, 
especially in supplies of bread, soft as well 



hard, and the memlmrs of the Christian 
Commission harmoniously co-oj>orated in 
your work. ” 

* ♦ * 

" I eannot close this h.asty record with- 
out making mention, with admiration and 
gratitude, of the urbane ami cordial tem- 
per in which the Medical Inspector in 
charge, and thenn dical officers under him, 
welcomed and seconded your service, and 
promoted its eflieiency. Of tl»e energy 
ami decision, tempered with humane con- 
siileratious of Col. Ciiyler, and of his un- 
Ihigging hdtor by night and day, nil will 
bear glad witnes.s. It was everything to 
ns.nnraveling intricacies, and shedding sun- 
shine over the *r'eii<‘. Tlie action of the 
entire medical stuff here present, wa.s in 
harmony with this example. The hiborious 
and res))onsible duties of (pmrterma.ster 
were in the hiuids of one comi>i'l<>nt to 
nmettho demands of this difficult carea-sion, 
and there arc! few men in his department 
who could have discharged the duty with 
the heart and energy, and administrative 
skill which enabled him to crowd the work 
of a mouth into a single week.” 

The following is an extract from a letter 
of Doctor C. B. .Agnew, of the Commis- 
sion, dat<‘d 3fny 24th, 18G4, describing the 
work at Belle Plain; 

* * * “Down the right haml side of 
the ‘ U’-»h 2 i>ed dock slowly moved a single 
file of army wagons filled with woumicsl 
men; at the end or corner of the dock, by 
the gangway of a large Government trans- 
}W)rt, stiHHl that most efficient and admir- 
able officer. Dr. Cnyler, acting Medical 
Inspector General V. S. ,\ , receiving tho 
wounded, ami superinteuding their re- 
moval from the wagons to the deck of tho 
transjxrrt, pri'i>aratuiy to their transfer to 
the ho,spitid steamboats that lay in tho 
offii\g. After eijch wagon luul de[x»site(l 
its living fnaght, it jmssed mound the end 
of the dock to tho left-hand side, and then 
tCH>k in amiuunitiou or fighting rations — 
the orders beinginiiK'rative to return to tho 
front only with full loads of these indisjiea- 
sablo supplies. Crowding along the nar- 
row margin of the dock were continuous 
lines of men nurrying letWrs and stretchers,, 
on which were such of tljc urore s<!vercly 
wounded as had Ix'en removed from tho 
wagt>ns at tho hospibd Units, on the hill- 
side above the plain; hour after hour, for 
several days, was this fearful procession 
kept up. It would not be proper for me to 
state hew many thousands thus passed 
under Dr. Guylcr’s inspection, but I cannot 
forbear mentioning the most distinguished 
z«sd, energy, and sclf-dcvotiou with which 
his arduous duties were jierformcd. His 
ailministmtivc skill, his quick and ready 
humanity, his almost ubuiuitous presence. 
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his solf-denying exposure to the pelting rain 
while laboring to seeure jironipt shelter to 
the wounded, his night work and day work, 
his personal attention to oven the little wants 
and minor discomforts of eaeli iinlividunl 
sufferer, were the subjects of universal ad- 
miration. Ur. ISrinhin wiut also the-re, work- 
ing with signal efficiency ami vigor in the 
difficult undortaking of forwarding medical 
supplies promptly to Ifrodericksbiirg and 
the front" 

“Capt Clark, of the Quarterma.stcr'sl)c- 
partiuciit, and Capt Unboy, loth Uegimi'nt 
N. Y. Kngineer Corj>s, gave ns most cheer- 
ful ami estuintiid aid in this work. Indeiul, 
from alt the officers of the post we received 
nothing but kind services ami expressions 
of goodwill. Capt I’itkin, of the Quartcr- 
m!i-sb?r’s Department, provided every facil- 
ity in his power, and from (leu. Abercrom- 
bie and Col. Cuyler down, everybody seem- 
oil to take pleasure in aiding us. From 
Monday, the Uth, until this time, ince.ssant 
exertions have been made by the officers of 
the Jledical, Quartermasters’, Commis-siiries 
and Onlnanco Departments to remove the 
wounded from the rear of the array, and 
replenish the trains for forward movemi'nts. 
No one at home can form any idea of the 
labors of the officers in these ili-partments, 
ihiy after day and night after night, often- 
times living, meanwhile, on the scantiest 
subsistence, such as coffee and crackers, 
ami these hurriedly taken. We are often- 
times loud in our pmiws of military eora- 
mandurs tor achieving victory, but seldom 
give due credit for the result to the <piar- 
termusters, who work with almost super- 
human energy at some base of supplies, 
and on wliose talent, energy and fertility 
in resonrees, the very existence of the army 
depends." 

• « « * • 

I should say that at Fredericksburg the 
medical affairs were under the aide raamige- 
meut of Dr. Dalton, Medical Directf>r, while 
large miraliersof medical men from lloston. 
New Y'ork, Philadelphia and elsewhere, 
serveil day and night in the hospitals, aid- 
ing those devoted men, tlio army .surgeons, 
in their exhaustive and most serious ami 
self-denying duties. Who can sum up the 
value of the serj’ices of the array surgemns? 
W’ho can de.scrihe, in becoming jihrascs, a 
tithe of what they do for the thousauds of 
siiffcriug men thrown upon their care and 
skill by the fearful casualties of active cam- 
paigns. I never witne.ss their conduct with- 
out a sense of the profouudest admiration, 
and a renewed conviction that the best 
work of our Commission is that by which 
we endeavor, even in an humble way, to 
strengthen their hands by supplementary 
assistance." 

* * « » * 

I odd likewise this extract from a Special 



Ilelief Report of the’ Commission, dated 
October 1, 18i>3, expressing the feeling with 
which the Commission still regard the Med- 
ical Bureau; 

• * *, * * * "And in 

this connection I may fitly refer, both for 
the sake of justice to the Medical Depart- 
ment and lus an apology for our own c.Wsf- 
e«c«, to the fropiciit impiirv, nttfwcd often 
in a tone of censure. Flow is it po.ssible, if 
the medical officers do their duty, there cjin 
be any op|)ortunity even for tliis supple- 
mentary work of relief? 

“ The (piestion shows utter ignorance of 
the terrific weight of work, of the most 
complicated and delicate character, which 
the officers of tho Medical Deparluu iit have 
upon their bauds, nud of their constant 
liability t<i ho called upon at any moment 
to meet great and uiicxpisitcd emergencies. 

The fact is simply this, that while tho Med- 
ical Department has mado a larger and 
wider provision for the comfort of the sick 
and the wouudiHl than tho world over be- 
fore saw, there is not, and cannot bo, a 
minuteness of detail and awaiting at every 
corner to give to a fainting soldier a cup of 
water, such as friends at home, in their 
anxious hive, ask for. 

“ Y'ot this work needs to be done, and 
therefore we, who are simply the hands to 
the people's heart and bounty, do the work. 

But if the Medical Departmi-nt were to at- 
b'rapt it iu all its miniitim of detail, their * 
power for their own hundredfohl greater 
work would ho weakened iu a way that 
would find no justification.” 

*«««-» 



SIIEUMAN’S AUMY. 

Wo must warn our readers that os long 
as active operations arc going on in the 
field, it is impossible for our agents to 
forward fnll and correct accounts of what 
they are doing. Tlieir energies are taxed 
to the uttermost night and day, in attend- 
ing to tho sick and wounded, so that wo 
are obligcil to wait for complete reports 
until there comes a lull. For tho ilsc 
of Oen. Sherman’s Army, good.s are con- 
stantly going forward. No pains are spared 
to make the supply ample. 

During the mouth of May, in addition to 
tho heavy shipments that have gone from 
Cincinnati, and other points by river to 
Nashville, there have been sent from Louis- 
ville by rail the following amount of arti- 
cles, Imsides largo supplies of those less 
essential at this particular time; 

536 blankets and comforts, 127 bcdticks. 
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703 pillows ami l.OSH pillow cases, 2,8C 
shirts, 1,031 pairs of Jrawers, 1,480 eoiits 
anil vests, 1,5T>2 towels, 490 jiairs of sf)cks, 
100 p.'iirs of slippers, 495 cushions, 11,783 
pounds of himdages ami compresses, 839 
cans of fruit, 6,075 pounds concentrated 
beef, 30,304 i«>nn<ls condensed milk, 14,530 
pounds of crackers, 840 pounds of tea, 
2,801 pounds of sugar, 14,491 pounds of 
dried fruit, 25 boxes oranges and lemons, 
3,101 ]>ottnds codfish, 1,718 pounds butter, 
720 dozen of eggs, 7,449 bottles of wine 
and spirits, 4,715 gallons of pickles, 4,430 
gallons of sauer kraut, 10,402 bushels of 
l)otatoes, 1,280 gallons of ale, 3(X) cans of 
oysters, 20 tons of ice and 2,000 fans. 

The following lette.rs have readied us 
from Sherman’s front: 

KtN^nruji, Ga, Slay !I7, 1U»4. 
Dr. J. S. KtWBKRMT. S«relary; 

JIy Deah Sill — I start this morning with 
the -Vrmy, not knowing where I am going 
or when I can return. 

At Tunnel Hill we had our goods ready 
before there were any wounded at Buzzard 
Boost. At Besaca we hail alauidant sup- 
plies on the field. When the wounded 
were moved from the field to the railroad, 
our supplies were a little behind, but very 
soon brought up. Then I had abundant 
supplies on the way, but sent them liack, 
with the exception of a good supply of 
milk, beef and whisky. Jlr. Collins, of the 
Western Commission, had two ear loads of 
very good stores. I joined with him in 
distributing to each corps or division ns 
they would appropriate transportation. Wo 
gave all a large supply, ami have but little 
left. 

Br. Kitto aud Gen. Sherman advise send- 
ing all our stores not distributed back to 
Besaca until the result of this movement 
is determined, which wo shall probably 
do. 

Wo have now a storeroom at Dalton and 
Bcsoca, and have had one at Binggold and 
Tunnel ITiU, which wo have abandoned as 
the army has moved. 

My plan will be, as it has been, to keep 
stores at the terminus of the railroml, and 
by being with the army, I can obtain teams, 
at least have thus far, to bring forward 
goods as soon ns wanted. 

The weather is dry, dusty aud hot. Dr. 



Webster, with Mr. Hoblit, Fairchild, and 
Pocock, go with the army. 

Most tnily yours, 

A. N. Bead. 

Is THE Fieu>, asd seah Dalaas. ) 
M.t) as, 1SS4. I 

Mr Dk.ui Du, Kewueuux — As I have writ- 
ten you, we loaded all the teams we could 
obtain at Kingston with sanitary stores, 
and by order sent the balance back to Bes- 
acn. We sent a load with each corps, and, 
in some cast's, one with eiu'h division. 

W'e have had more fighting here, and the 
battle, yet undecided, may be said to be in 
progress. We are very near the line with 
the hospitals. The goods of the Commis- 
sion have come in good time, aud the 
wounded so far have been well cared 
for except in transportation. Most have 
Viecu sent Imck from Besaca, and to day 
army wagons take back the slightly w ound- 
ed aud sick from here. 

If you will give us tlic stores, we will make 
them useful, and will keep up the credit of 
the Commission. Our having them in the 
field, all the way from Chattanooga, and 
carrying them to the hospitals in the ex- 
treme front, and being fully represented 
by the agents of the Commission, has given 
it a new place in the hearts of many who 
had before doubted of its usefulness. But 
our supidies must bo largo. Each division, 
on the average, will use one box of milk a 
day to good advantage. This require* 
about 700 pounds j>er day. 

The supply of fresh In-ef has been gooil, 
aud promptly furnished, so that beef stock 
has not been in quite so much demand, but 
yet has been largely used. Bags and band- 
ages are also wanted, as well as clothing. 
So are the arm-slings. As I write, a soldier 
comes in with his hand ofT, and he is su]v 
pUed with one of them. They arc of great 
value. 

Most truly yours, 

A. N. Bead. 

We have a depot at Dalton, Besaca, and 
shall open again in Kingston as soon ns 
possible. 

CuattaroogAa X 184$4a 

Db. J. S. NE^ritEimY: 

My Deak Sib — W e have little time for 
writing, trusting to the telegraph, and send- 
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ing as definite information as wo are per- 
mitted to do. 

TIio demand for all battle stores and for 
laborers has vastly increased at the front. 
We have kept a good supi>ly of stores at 
the front at all times, as near the armj’ as 
we siifely could, and on the first train to 
Kingston, after our army loft that [loint, 
wo sent forward three car loads. Three 
hundred car loads of army stores are order- 
ed to that point now for yesterihiy, to-ih»y, 
and to-morrow. We cannot have transpor- 
tation to-day, but expect it to-morrow, and 
one more shipment will exhaust our stock. 
I have taken the liberty of telegraphing di- 
rect to Cincinnati, as the agents from there 
have recpicsted mo to do, and to Chicago, 
and Clevehind. All the stores yon can 
send are needed. 

Our stock of milk and whisky is now the 
largest of any, but we shall need more, and 
of everything else which will add to the 
comfort of sick and wounded men in the 
field and in the hospitals; we need large 
supplies as fast as they can be got through. 

Wo are paying large amounts of postage 
to forward soldiers’ letters from home, and 
packages from hospitals containing descrip- 
tive rolls and discharge papers. 

I wish that through the Bclletin, yon 
would cal] especial attention of the friends 
of the soldier, to the necessity — 

1st. Of sending no letters to the army 
without paying postage, under the idea 
that, if markeil ‘ ‘ soldiers’ letter, ” they will 
go through and may be paid at the end of 
the route. In all cases they will be de- 
tained at tho Postoffico hero, and will bo 
forwariled by no military postbag until tho 
postage is paid. 

2d. Of fully paying postage on all letters 
and packages. For all deficiencies double 
rates wiU bo charged, and the mail matter 
detained until this double postage is paid. 

In haste, yours truly, 

M. C. Read. 

CHATTASOaox, Jum 8. 1SC4. 

Db. 3. a. Nbwbkb&t: 

DEAit Sut — 

• • • • • 

I have been through the wards of tho 
post hospitals to-day, containing the most 
severely wounded. There are very many 
whose lives will depend upon a constant 



! supply of tho most generous diet; and 
there are many, who, from their wounds, 
ought to die in accordance with tho ordi- 
nary results of army surgery, who on a 
generous diet will get well — men with frac- 
tures, and amputations of the thigh, &c. 
Indeed, I never saw so many severely 
wounded men, whoso prospects were so 
good, and tho surgeon in charge attributes 
this, in a great degree, to the stores fur- 
nished through the Commission. 

Yours, M. C. Read. 

KmoBTOJf. Ua., Ma^ 72, 1864. 
Dft. J. 8. Nkwbk&bt, Sec'y V. S. S<x%. Cam.: 

Deab Sie — -\ fter a very active campaign 
of two weeks, we have come to a halt for a 
few days. In tlieae two weeks we have 
marched about sixty miles, and fought four 
battles, in every case defeating the enemy. 
We have lost about five thousand in killed 
and wounded. It has l>een a scries of suc- 
ci-ssos. To-morrow morning the order is 
to march again, and with twenty days ra- 
tions, leaving all who are not able for a 
long march. I have bwn w’ith tho army 
all the time from the first advance from 
Ringgold. At Tunnel HUl I immediately 
procured store room, and returned to Ring- 
gold for stores and helpers. By the time 
tho wounded began to come in to the Hos- 
pitals there, we werr; on the ground with 
our stores. Dr. Rend soon came up, and 
all w'ent on well We fed hundreds of sick 
men, also those who were sent to tho rear, 
and while they were waiting tmnsiiortation 
to Chattanooga, we made and gave them 
cofiee, kc. 

.\t the battle of Rcsaca we were promptly 
on the ground, and with six loads of sani- 
tary stores for those divisions that sufibrod 
most. Dr. Read and I rode through the 
army from the right toward the left. Mon- 
day morning, oh arriving at tho first Di- 
vision Hospital, Ith A. C., tho doctor re- 
mained, and I went on to find the 20th 
A. C. This was about 1 o’clock. Coming' 
upon the extreme left, I found Hooker 
hotly engaged with the euemy, and just at 
that time tho wounded were beginning to 
come in. I rode down toward the field of 
conflict, and discovered that the wounded 
were being brought off the field by tho 
hnndreds. (The loss in tho Corx>a was 
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about twelve Imiulreil.) I immeJiately 
fouml tbe Jleilical Pir<K'tor of tbe Corps, 
got an orJer from Gen. Hooker for three 
wagons, one for each Pivision Hospital, to 
return to Pulton, a distance of fiftei'n miles, 
and bring up battle stores. This was done 
promptly, and the next morning, by 8 
o’cha-k, the stores were on the ground, and 
were, as many said, a Ood-send. I worked 
with all the surgeons that wt're within 
reach, those of the 4th Corps coming to 
assist, and also all onr agents on that part 
of tbe field, till after midnight, in making 
the wounded com < rtable. The battle 
ended Katurday night, after Hooker’s 
storming and capturing the rebel fort. 

The next day I went to Kesaca and got 
rooms. The ambulances were bringing in 
the wounded, to bo put on the cars and 
sent to Chattanooga, The cars were not 
there to receive them. The ninbulance.s 
must return to the field by order of the 
General. There was no hospital. There 
were some bnildings, but all were filled 
with rubbish. I got a detail of twelve men, 
and Pr. Hazen joined me in cleaning out a 
largo building and putting the wounded 
into it. Tliore were no stores, either med- 
ical or Sanitary, with which to feed the 
men. Neither were there at that time any 
commissary stores there, and the wounded 
were calling for something to eat. Oh, I 
(li<l long for our stores. But the water- 
tanks had given out, and tor a few hours 
the cars were detained. In the emergency, 
I went to the bridge building, and procur- 
ed coffee for two hundred and fifty wound- 
ed, then lying on the hard floor. 

Tlie next day Pr. Coolidgo came and had 
the field hospital brought up from Ring- 
gold. Then I came on to this place. We 
have securotl ns promptly and fully ns pos- 
sible the list of deaths on battle field and 
of the wounded. I shall return to my post 
in Nashville os soon ns my place can be 
supplied here. I go ont on this expedition 
with the 4th and 20th Corps. We are or- 
dered to take thirty days’ rations. This 
will l)c a long and hard march, and a very 
important campaign. 

I must close, as Mr. Eno goes on the 
train to Chattanooga. 

Yours respectfully, 

J. C. Hoblit. 



Nunviixx, MayV!, 1844. 

Do. J. 8. NxwaEii.KT: 

Peak Sin— At the request of JI. C. Rend, 

I write you to give a short synopsis of tho 
Sanitary work at the front. Everything 
was done that could be before the advance, 
to huny forward stores to Chattanooga, 
and have them ready to send to jaiints 
most needed. Pr. Read kept well up with 
the advance, and secured room for stores * 
the very day the army entered Ringgold, 
Tunnel Hill, Paltou, Resaea, and Kings- 
ton; besides this, several wagon loads were 
sent on to the field, and were on hand to 
be u.sed when the first wounded were 
brought in. The Government was prompt 
in giving transportation, and stores were 
sent to each of the above places ns soon as 
there were wounded to need them; and 
without tho Sanitary suiqdy, there would 
really have been more sufi'ering. By the 
! advice of the Medical Pirector, the stores 
I at Kingston were returned to Resaea; at 
this place a sufficient '(luantity of staple 
articles will be. kept to send forward at a 
moment’s notice. There is a field hosiiital 
established, in which it is expected there 
will be at least one thousand for some time. 
On Jlondny there was one thousand in it, 
and Division Hospitals near by. Tlio sur- 
geons have drawn freely, and been supplied 
liberally; just now they are most in need 
of mos<iuito bars, ale, and sponges; there 
is not one sponge to ten men. These have 
been teh graphed for, and I hope will bo 
forwarded. 

At Palton, the principal work has been 
to feed the wounded on trains passing up; 
they usually make long stops, and we found 
tho men very thankful for hot cofirce, beef- 
soup, and crackers; about fifteen hundred 
men were fed there last week. Mr. Bar- 
rett, a thorough worker, is there, and does 
the work well. I left Dr. Read at King- 
ston, prejitired to advance with the army; 

' there was also an agent to go with each 
corps. 

Mr. Collins, of the Western Sanitary 
Commission, got two cars through to Kings- 
ton, which came very opportunely. He gave 
an equal portion to each of the corps. Dr. 
Rend added milk, beef, and stimulants. It 
was pleasant to see the two Commissions 
co-operating and working cordially togeth- 
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er. This fei'ling I believe cun be maintain- 
ed, and each Cummisaiun be made to do its 
full share of good. 

Very respectfully, 

Your friend, 

Edw.uid I. Eko, 

/Mimou SttUt AffenL 



SCEXES .\T " THE B.\SE." 

Wasuikotos, D. C., .Vdy 14. ISS4. 

De.ui Mils. , I have just come up 

from the rear of the Army of the Potomac, 
and there will at least bo some variety in 
my correspondence with you if I tell you 
what I saw at Bello Plain, instead of, as 
nstial, repeating my OUvor Twistian cry of 

more! more!” 

The day before yesterday I started from 
Washington with four voluuU'era, two Imlies 
and two gentlemen, three of the jiarty being 
from your city; and several being accus- 
tomed to army traveling and hospital nurs- 
ing. One of the ladies is the wife of one 
of our generaLs, and the other is the writer 
of that excellent little pamphlet — “ Three 
Weeks at Gettysburg.” The steamer we 
were on was well loaded with supidics — 
somewhere about sixty tons — and a score or 
two of relief agents to reinforce those al- 
ready on the Held and at Fredericksburg. 
Beaching BeUo Plain — so called from its 
being a series of high hills — just as the twi- 
light was setting on the beautiful and varied 
tints of verdure with which the last week or 
two of summer weather have eovertsl its 
alopos, we found a repetition of the scenes 
I have before witnessed, at the same place, 
in the spring of last year, and at various 
other places on the Peninsula and else- 
where, during the dill'erent campaigns of 
the war. A couple of rudely constructed 
wharves, a mile or two apart, jut out into 
the placid waters of the brood creek, and 
lying against thes<>, four or five deep, are 
steamers and barges of all kinds and sizes, 
loading and unloading so busily that you 
might imagine yourwdf on the dm-ks of 
Boston, New Y'ork, or Philadelijhia. Boxes, 
barrels, and bales pass from the holds and 
decks of the vessels, on the shoulders of 
long strings of contrabands, or on tnicks, 
along the crazy wharf of the beach, and are 
there transferred to army-wagons, which, 
after being filled, join the procession of 



similar vehicles, each drawn by four stout 
horses, that, with few gaps in the long road 
up the ascent and along its crest, wind 
slowly and toilsomely, as far as the eye can 
reach, towards Fredericksburg and the ad- 
jacent camps. So far as the ves-sels and 
wharf are concerned, tlie scene resembles 
the nidoading of vessels in a seap<jrt tow'n; 
but in a seaport town one docs not — in 
pea<‘o times at least — see host.s of uniformed 
and armed men tramp from the decks along 
the wharves to join the hosts preceding 
them; nor does one see regiments of troop- 
' ers tugging at the reins of unmanageable 
, horses that plunge fiercely among the sway- 
ing masses of humanity and the unflinching , 
miuwM's of merchandise that line their way. 
But what can there be to load vessels with 
in an out-of-the-way cri'ek, running up ii\to 
a country, from the hilfs of which one may 
look lUl round to the horizon without one’s 
eye resting on*a human habitation? — a per- 
manent habitation, I should say, for every 
strip of land in sight that is not covered 
with trees is dotted with tents and bivouacs 
and army-wagons, beneath the canvass and 
boughs of which are sheltered — a.s much os 
may be in the fa.st-falling rain — multitudes 
of weary men, ns if collected into houses 
and streets would fill many villages, and 
turn the wilderness into a js^pnlous town. 
Thank goodness, when the spectator next 
watches the loatbng of a vessel in a com- 
mercial town, he will see nothing of what 
he now sees at this warfaring port of BeUo 
Plain. All day long, and the day Wfore, 
and several days before that, the ascending 
procession of wagons fille<l with rations, 
and of infantry and cavalry that have gone 
to reinforce Grant, have lieen met by a 
parallel lino — a little way off, for the im- 
promptu roods are too narrow to admit of 
vehicles passing each other — of ambulances 
filled with wounded men; and it is with 
these men, carrii-d on stretchers from the 
ambulances, that the "outward bound” ■ 
vessels are loaded. 

It is indeed a sod sight; but there is a 
great satisfaction in reflecting that one is 
standing in the midst of all kinds of com- 
forts and delicacies to reinforce the stock 
which has already been provided for these 
very men; and in recognizing writhin haO- 
ing distance a handsome flag, inscribed 
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with tlio worila, “ U. S. Siinihiry Commis- 
sion,” streaming from its staff on the deck 
of n i)orll>- barge, comfortably limsl with 
numberless good things for wear and diet, 
at that very moment — we can imagine with 
a strength ei]nal to conwiction, for not even 
“ with the aid of a powerftd glass” can our 
point of sight cmdde us to dlseem behind 
the intervening boles and barrels — under 
process of distribution to the poor fellows 
as they ni-o carried past to the boats that 
are about to convey them to Washington. 

It is now dark. The rain has somewhat 
abated, but even it it poured as much as 
ever it would not bo possible to restrain 
the hulies from entering at once on their 
self-imposed duties. So I help them into 
a Ixiat and we arc rowed to the dock, and 
arc soon on board our barge, or storeboat 
ns it is called. But the pror-ession of 
woumled men is over for the night; and 
those that liavo come before are on their 
way to Wa-shington, while tho.w in transitu 
from the battle-fields are resting in wayside 
stations, or in the ambulances conveying 
them- a poor way for wounded and sore 
men to pass the night, but such as the 
cruel necessities of war render unavoidable. 
Dr. Steiner tells us that the nearest of the 
Commission’s feeding lodges is some half 
mile up the hill, and that its capacity will 
not admit of any more attendance tlian that 
which is already supplied. As the ladies 
came to render aid where it is needed, not 
to supplant that which is previously pro- 
vided, they think it adrisablc not to wade 
up to the lodge knee-deep in Virginia mud, 
nor do tliey consider the cause of humanity 
demands the waking up of some poor fel- 
lows who are waiting the next boat, and 
the administering to them of pound cake, 
pies, and surreptitious draughts of bad 
whisky; so we presently get into the row- 
boats, and ladies are before long occupying 
the pilothouse — the polite and ejected cap- 
tain seeking other quarters— while the men 
dispose themselves for the night upon the 
decks, those that have rubber coats or 
blankets to keep off the rain, now descend- 
ing foster than ever — feeling their great 
odvanbige over those who, rubberless, vain- 
ly seek dry spots wherever there are no 
leaking i>laccs in the ceiled roof. 

The next morning — very early indeed, 



sleeping accommodations offering few in- 
ducements to people of sybaritic tendencies 
— the relief agents are almost all started to 
Fredericksburg, and our small party enter 
the lists as relief agents on the spot. The 
scene of yesterday is renewed in all its de- 
tails, and os the wounded men are bomo 
in, hour after hour, in one long string, the 
pale and often blood-stained occupant of 
every stretcher is furnished, according to 
his needs, by one or other of the party, 
with crackers, beef-tea, coffee, wine, water, 
or lemonade. The wine and lemonade are 
given only on the advice of a medical man, 
and sometimes the one is intensified into 
Ijraudy, and the other into the unmixed 
juice of lemon. But for men exhausted 
with lying on the battle-field for many 
hours, sometimes for a day or two, without 
food or driuk, thence to the operating table 
and thence to the ambulance, the other 
things may be given, in most instances, in 
such quantities ns they crave. Poor fel- 
lows, they clutch at them-— but always with 
a “ thank you”— as it they thought they 
could swallow the basket or bottle along 
with the contents, but a few mouthfuls is 
generally all they have strength to manage. 

It is best for each one of such a relief 
party to confine oneself to the distribution 
of a single article, the cracker man never 
trenching on the latly's coffee pail, and tho 
coffee lady leaving the beef religiously to 
another. Infinitely more may Im done by 
systematically pursuing this plan of spe- 
ciality. If, when the beef tea is being car- 
ried round, some poor fellow shakes hia 
head and imploringly asks for water or 
stimulant, one must not set down tho beef 
tea to bo kicked over before one gets back, 
and rush off to spend half an hour in 
searching for water or stimulant, so depriv- 
ing n hundred men of beef tea for the sake 
of trying to get something which will pro- 
bably be furnished him by the allotted 
water or whisky bearer in three minutes 
after. One must humanely harden one's 
heart,and say with stern tendorno.ss: “ Yes, 
my boy, all right, a lady will bo along with 
some deUeious iced water in a minute or 
two,” and he will probably smile and say, 
“ Thank yon, sir, all right — I can wait. 
Say, mister, there’s a fellow right across 
there — that one with his leg off, and his 
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head bound up — ho Ix-lungs to my com- 
pany — he ain’t had notliiiigto eat since the 
day before yesterday. I guess he’d like 
some o’ that ere stuff. Won’t you please 
give him some?” 

But the giviug of sustenance is not all 
the work. Une man complains of his head 
being too low, and his overcoat has to bo 
rolled up — or, failing in that, the straw 
round him has to be gathered up to form a 
pillow for him. (The pallets and bediling 
have given out, though the tirst boat’s loatl 
sent off were as comfortably provided for as 
if in the wards of a general ho.spital, and the 
men we are tending are lying on the decks 
on straw, but this they count luxury after 
the battle-field and ambulance.) Another 
wonts a haudkorchief, and another a pair of 
socks. This man’s shirt is all torn and 
bloody, and must bo replaced by another. 
One man complains of the intolerable heat, 
and some of his clothing must be removed ; 
another is shivering with cold, and more 
clothing or an extra bhinket must be pro- 
vided for him. Here is one who feels the 
hand of death upon him, and the head of 
that one of our party who is with him is 
bent down to catch from his white lii)S his 
last me.ssage to his friemls. Five minutes 
after, the blanket is drawn smoothly over 
the face, and the quiet of the lately restless 
limbs shows that the weary soldier has 
fought his lost battle, and entered into his 
rest. 

Continually through the day our party 
has met others engaged in a like work, but 
all too busy and pre-oecupied to notice 
each other, unless to render some necessary 
act of joint assistance to a sufferer, till one 
is met who labored with some of the party 
at Gettysburg, and, perhaps, elsewhere. 
Ho joins us in our round.s, and when at 
night I ask him if ho knows what has been 
done with the bodies of those I have seen 
die through the day on the boats and on 
the wharf, ho tells me that ho has helpeel 
that day to bury — and has read .the funeral 
service— over ,tho bodies of over sixty 
soldiers. He is, or is going to be, a clergy- 
man. 

We have, thus, admini.stering to the poor 
fellows’ needs, traversed the decks and 
cabins and every foot of superficies, avail- 
able for the outstretched or partially re- 



cumbent form of a man, of four vessels; and 
now for some cause there is a lull in the ar- 
rivals and the turmoil. This gives us thno 
to look at our watches, and to our amaze- 
ment we find it is five o’clock, instead of 
eleven or twelve, as we fancied. Thereup- 
on wo apprehend it is no wonder wo are 
faint, considering we have been working so 
hard all day on our six o’clock breakfast of 
crackers and ham. A sumptuous repast of 
crackers is not indeed the magnificent Bos- 
ton edible, but a softer and inferior sort — 
coffee is forthwith disposed of, and during 
the repast we discover that there is a sus- 
pension of ambulances and stretchers to al- 
low the passage of some thousands of rebel 
prisoners from Dixie to the land of the free 
in Fort Delaware and elsewhere — the free- 
dom of such strongholds being the kind 
they seem most to appreciate. Pretty soon 
there marched along, under guard, three 
men dressed in reliel grey and unarmed. 
Except lor the black feather, cavaher fa-sh- 
ion, across the front of the hat, and for the 
three stars on the upturned collar of one of 
them, they might have been token, so for 
os dress was concerned, for privates, but 
these insignia showed the rank of a Briga- 
dier-General in the Confederate service. 
This was Geuend Stuart, a handsome fel- 
low, some thirty-five years old, I should 
judge; and who endeavored to conceal liis 
feelings beneath a jannty and somewhat de- 
fiant manner. His older companion, wrai)- 
ped up in a grey overcoat, without any in- 
signia of rank visible, and whoso grizzly 
hair showed through sundry rents in the 
most “shocking bad hat” I ever saw, is 
Major-General John.sou; and the third pris- 
oner is his adjutant-general. Beingbrought 
to a halt they sit down on some boxes, and 
Johnson draws from his pocket a copy of 
the Washington Morning Chronicle, and 
picking out the war news, reads something' 
in a low tone to Stuart, who nervously 
laughs. Not placing implicit confidence 
myself in the war news of most of our news- 
papers, I fancy they may have discovered 
some slight mistake, and therefore feel no 
inclination to resent their raillery; but the 
crowd around are not so lenient, probably 
thinking strongly on the subject of Belle 
Island and Fort Pillow; and the murmurs 
increase until there is, for a minute, dan- 
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ger of violence being offered to the prison- 
ers; but a few stem words from the en|>tain 
of the guard, and the ringing of the bayon- 
ets of the latter, soon restores order, and 
the Oenerals and Adjutant are marched 
quietly off to the boat that is to convey 
them to Fort Delaware or wherever else. 
In a little while they are followed by a mul- 
titude of rel)cl officers— four hundred in 
number, it is said— of every rank, from 
colon*?! to second lieutenant, but none with 
any marks of rank cletcetablo except in few 
cases where the coat collar w as tiirae*! up, 
where one or two more dandyfied than the 
rest hiul di'coratcd the la)>els of their coats 
with their insignia. At first 1 thought they 
were privates; for, even apart from their 
dre.ss, they presented, in the mass, little 
evidence of superiority to the rank and file 
of our men; hut I was told that the large 
bo<ly of their fellow prisoni'rs of the rank 
and file who followed them — they came 
shortly after, but I was too busy U> look at 
them — were decitledly inferior to them in 
all respects. One of them, almost a boy, 
entenal into a politic.al argument with one 
of his pruard, an old sergeant from New 
York who stood by me, embracing the 
questions of slavery, the constitutional right 
of seces.sion, etc. ; and which, notwithstand- 
ing my suggestion that if verbid argument 
ha*l proved of any avail to settle the differ- 
ence between the North and the Sbuth they 
would not have been called upon to fight 
each other, finally grew general ami wiu-m, 
and was only finished by the partj- being 
marched off to their i]mirtcrs. 

Tho arrival of the prisoners hail brought 
a new set of claimants on tho stores of the 
Commission — not wonnded nor sick, but 
very hungry men, who had been guarding 
tho prisoners sinco the evening before, and 
many of whom had nothing to eat during 
that time. Considering that tho mi.ssion 
of the Commission, like that of. quinine, is 
not only curative, but rather and mainly 
prophylactic,! disiHuised to them of crackers 
according to their needs; but they mmlo 
no demand of course on the delicacies. 

Meanwhile the rest of the ijarty had re- 
newed on another boat which was prepar- 
ing to leave, and was fast being tilled up 
with fresh arrivals of wonndeil, their laliors 
of the lore jiart of the ilay. I returned hither 
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with a boat load of wonnded, leaving Belle 
Plain iM'tween 10 and 11 P. M., and getting 
to Washington in the early morning. 

When I left it was quite dark, and after 
helping m.v last case aboard — a handsome 
boy who told me ho would bo “ seventeen 
come next birth-day"— and changing the 
shirt ho had not changed for three weeks, 
after washing away from a wound in his 
side the bloo<l that soiled the skin, looking 
so fair and white beneath in contrast to his 
sunburnt face and neck, 1 watched for a 
few minutes tho scene spreiul out ladoro me 
as the vessel receded from the dock. All 
over the water twinkled the lights from the 
many vps.sels, some stationary, and some 
steaming to and fro, while far up the hill- 
aides gleamed the lights through the can- 
vas of the tents, giving the appearance of 
a largo city illuminated for some festival, 
tho effect being heightened by the broad 
and high flickering flames of innumerable 
camp fires, like so many /etix-ite-joie. fso we 
steamed up the quiet river, i>a.ssing by and by 
the house of the great man who so toilfnlly 
won for his national chiUlren the rich herit- 
age some of them would now rend asunder; 
and the moon, struggling every now and 
then through tho clouds which still sailed 
across the sky, looked ilown on the white 
faces and ghastly wounds of those whom 
their brothers had stricken ilowu. Tho 
night watch was but a repetition of tho 
work of tho day, and daring its weary 
hours the same wonderful fortitude amid 
their wounds and sufferings was observable; 
hardly a groan or sigh to be heard, except 
from two or three who were ilelirions; and 
even as I sal by tho ilriver on the ambu- 
lance which conve.ved some of them from 
the Washington wharf to the hospital to 
which they were assigned, I onl.v heard a 
low moan now and then, as the horses 
stniggh'd through tho pitfalls of the city of 
magnificent ilistances. 

My next letter will bo written to you, I 
think, from Fredericksburg, and I will 
finish this by calling your attention to the 
care with which I have kept my promise of 
not asking for more. Nevertheleas, after 
premi.sing that tho medico-military autlior- 
ities caution us not to bo too profuse at the 
beginning, for that the real fighting has 
not yet beg*m, I cannot do less than point 
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my story with a moral; but what the moral 
is, I will leave to your own reflections. 
Very respectfully anil tmly^ours, 

Ax.fkei> .T. Beoob, 

A*$iitant JSecrtUiry. 



ISSUES Of STOKES TO THE AEMY IK 
VIKGIKIA. 

The following statement shows the issues 
niaile by the XI. S. Similnry Commission to the 
Armies of Virginia in the field iluring the month 
of May, 18G1: 



130 air (niHtUoDa. 

10 air betlii. 

3,541 lHr«l Ucks. 

3^ brd {>a»a. 

3.03J bUakttta. 

371 1'baiubfra. 

S13 camlloHtickB. 

2,5(M cotubH, coorso. 

1,720 •• flue, 

6,017 coshiona. 

IIU head niKta, 

37G laub'ma. 

315 medioluo rupa. 

2H>< ’* tulMUl, 

3(i>^ prs. miMHiiiitouetting. 
162 rt)UN oU lOlk. 

3,304 pillows. 

1,431 pillow COM'S. 

3,30U pillow ticks. 
l,2U:i quilts. 

6T»4 riiix cuslilODS. 

1,416 sheets. 

3ti5 spittooos. 

404 spit cups. 

7.70H towels, 
tiu cuj>s. 
tin wash basins. 
1.N03 Uu pistos. 

262 urmaJs. 

144 msttnmsea. 

1,114 kuivut aud forks. 
3,003 Hpiltoous. 

46 Mtreta-hers. 
lUil tlipptini. 

3,427 1 M.-H. cotton drawers. 



40 axes. 

10 hand sawtk. 

luiU'ht t*. 

,4(k'> lbs. nails. 

[38 shovels. 

0 spades. 

'3,liHi lbs. ground coffiv. 
1H.012 lbs. coodenst'd milk. 
363 bbls. rnK'kcn, 

|3,5M*J lbs. cum 
13 bbls. com meal. 

2 bblH. dried p**sches. 

2 . 62 H buttlfs ext. ginger. 
|6.480 lbs. furiun. 

24 pat'kages X' laUna. 

4S tsdih’s giu. 

|62 IjoL jt'llu'H and preserves, 
4US boxes lemons. 

600 Imttles lemon sjrup. 
1 ,h 64 lbs. maizeiia. 

360 11m. nm>>Urd. 

20 Um. nutmegs. 

2,344 lbs. oat uieaL 
042 gal.M. pickles. 

70 bbls. porter. 

potatoes. 

|4O0 lbs. rieo. 

|l2 bottles N. H. rum. 
l.UiiH ** Jamalc*a rum. 

H. hiVH lbs. sugar. 

'no lbs. spices. 

611 gals, tamarinds. 
l.iMH tbs. black tea. 

I , 200 11m. green tea. 

lk)S. tfGlMTO. 



12,304 In’S, woolen drawers. |25S gals, vinegar. 

14.'.r.il handkerchiefs. illn.u. rM»plH rry vinegar. 



3.26iJ forage, (uata^ busbuls.j 
16.000 lbs. hay. 

6 bbU. salt iMef. 

0 cases dcHsiitatod vog. 

1,667 lbs. ham 

12 shaving brushes. 

13 razors. 

137 llM. lard. 

67 pcs . cotton pants. 

6.44X1 cotton Hhirts. 

19.507 wtMilen shirts. 

473 shoos. 

S.WW slippers. 

3,2(M cotton socks. 

0,451 wo«)leu socks. 

MH wrappers. 

696 pails. 

67 canes, 

6 pocket flasks. 

30 cots. 

39 bbls. ale. [Seo porter.] 

144 buttles ale. 

181 bl>ls. dried apples. 

100 lbs. arrow root. 

8.165 lbs. beef stock. 

3,614 bottles bramly. 

4.633 Uw. canned m*‘at. 

3,254 lbs. cauxiAnl fruit. 

4,352 lbs. cann ed vegetables. 1.646 lbs. cb«.s* 80 . 

812 bottles cherry rum. [2.6I9 doz. eggs. 

326 lbs. cocoa. i5.3H7 loavt's bread, 

8,584 lbs. sweet chocolate. |736 iiapfirs plus. 

1,366 Iba. ext. coffoa. [8ce;2l,3‘i.^ envelopes. 

Coffee.] |:ri0 Iwitlcs ink. 

949 lbs. dried bsot 15 h r«iams writing paper. 

23 hamiuors, {6,328 psucils. 



3.960 boU. lorvtgnwiue. 

1 19 coihi- |>ots. 

2 bbls. flour. 

n>aiuH wrapping pajK’r. 
182 gulls. mo|u>ses. 

17 ‘a galls, kerosene oU. 

I rliiscL 
1 M-mw-driver. 

12 glmblets. 

97.5 bottles domestic wine. 
|3,520 bottles whisky. 

I 23 gaUs. whisky. 

280 bottU-H alcohol. 

3H bbln. bandages. 
iG99 bottles buy rum. 

1,047 b«Hly bands. 
l6 boxes biKtltu. 

630 bottles cologne. 

13,84:) emtehiw. 

7,750 funs. 

61 games. 

31 bbls. lint 
j39 bbl. old linen. 

|2,’.k16 sUngs. 
l9i>:< lbs. soap. 

;309>4 11m. siHmgcs. 

1,945 lbs. candles. 

'3,8,j 8 lbs. hntkT. 



1 . 3 *« pen holders. 

1.3SH JMUS. 
l,:)iNj lbs. oakum. 

4.(XM) pijMS. 

549 lbs. clUorofomt. 

45 botUcs Spirits <*aniphor. 

12 cook stoves sad ftxlaroa. 
17 wsU tents. 

1 qnirv sand i)ai>er. 

9 c’an ojwmTs. 

49 lbs. twino. 

40 corkscrews. 

243 prs, tu isHom, 

8 p4‘pl)cr Ikixcs. 

10 Um. salcratus. 

70 IIm. pcpisT. 

33 tin pans, for wash’g dish^ 
1,48;) lbs. salt 

64 boxes oranges. 

1(8) camp kettles. 

17 frying pans. 

44 r«)Us atlliesivc plaster. 

4 nutmeg graters. 

30 ramp Htuola. 

13 baskets. 

6.000 fi’j't lumber. 

IG.IHM) lbs. straw. 

34 chluu pbtes. 

20 yds oil cloth. 

300 cathurtie pills. 

6.000 opium pills. 

2.000 opium and «'smp. pills. 
Co smnkod tongues. 

321 rublMxr blankets. 

252 oi»cu links. 

14 fcexl troughs. 

9 boxes spliuts. 

36 gross msU'hes. 

682 yds. rubber cloth, 

17 oz. moqiUine. 

20 yds. white flannel. 

1,870 lbs. chloride of lime. 



lbs. ligature silk. 

15U haversacks. 

84 blowers. 

100 hospital iwr loops. 

8 water ctHilers. 

3 lbs. bronunu. 

SO lbs. patent lint. 

24 dressing faiicepa. 

16 iMiM'rs tacks. 

100 yards wire. 

0 diHir mats. 

1 gross needles. 

65 lbs. motion tallow. 

1 plci ‘0 sheeting. 

1 refrtgerator. 

2 stove boilers. 

20 Ikixcm chlorinlntn. 

6 boxes clothing. 

6 rucking chairs. 

57 l>«ittlf* cider. 

12 faucets. 

2 fsucit augurs. 

1 pump. 

224 eanbvna 
72 boxes blacking. 

362 boxes aartllucs. 

300 IMlMT iKigS. 

3 washing mai'hinirs. 

12 blank lH»oks. 

97 ‘a tons Uf. 

!12 bottles copperas. 

'3 Iwttles chloride soda. 

2 UHflicluc chests. 

6 sUive bruslitM. 

1 bbl. salt iHirk. 

12 stew pans. 

12 frying |>ans. 

2.2tk) lbs. fresh l»ocf. 

3i) fonr>borse wagons, with 
liaruess,whii>s. •■xtrawhif- 
flctrcfs, Jtc., c<mii>lftc. 

156 two.horsc wagons, do. 



The following anli-scorbutic storcH were sent 
from New York and 8tore<l in Baltimore. About 
onc-third of these were loaded on board the 
Itidley, and taken to Norfolk in tow of the Kent. 



4,291 galls, pickled tomabs-s. 
61.812 lbs. canned teimatoi's. 
1,106 galls. currle<l oahhag«\ 

G71 bbls. dried apples. 

15,168 galls, saur kraut. 

4.1G2 galls, pickles. 

3,.%80 galls, pickled onions. 
12.060 11m. ajiple ptilp. 

3,400 boxes portable lcmonai.te. 
1 tub apple butter. 

1 dos. ginger wiuo 



REV. DR. WINSLOW. 

A larse circle of friends and the public will 
deeply mourn the death of the Rkv. Gohdotj 
W issiiOW, M. D., of the Sanitary Commission, 
no fell overboard from a transport, on the morn- 
ing of the 7tli of Jime, and was droamed in the 
Potomac. At the time he was accompmiying 
his Wounded son, Col. Cleveland Winslow, (Dnr- 
yea Zouaves,) to Washington, and was engaged 
in various duties attendant upon his position. 

Da. Winslow was horn in Vermont, in 1804, 
prepared for Yale College at Andover, M.ass., 
and graduated at that institution. Soon after his 
attention was drawn to the Episcopal Chnreh, 
and he became rector of a church in Troy, New 
York, and subsequently in Annapolis. .After- 
words, he was for many years rector of St 
Paul’s, Staten Island, and Cliaplaiu of the Quar- 
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antinc. At the ontbreak of the rebellion he was 
Appointed ('haplaiu of the L)ur)‘CA ZonAvoa, and 
accompanied that rcKimout in all its trj'ing 
Bcencs and hard-fon^ht battlea. Ho was dis- 
tin^miKbed for bis bravery, and bis services 
f^ned for him hi{^h credit and renown aninni; 
the army, lie also served on the Sanitary Com- 
mission, and w'bcn bis n^^iment returned last 
year be w as appointed Ins|>eetor of the Army of 
the Potomac. His efticiency and valaable ser- 
Tices will not soon be for^^otten, 

Du, Wissiow possessed a tine social nature, 
full of good heart and noble soiiL His traits of 
character were remarkably well blended All 
his motives and plans were of a high and noble 
cast Ills mind was acute, active and fertile. 
He was thoroughly conversant with literature 
and science, and ho often eontrihuted for tlie 
press and various literary publieationa. Hut ho 
has departed, cut down in the midst of nsoful- 
ness, and his loss will be felt by friends and the 
public. A pure and tmo*minded man. sineero 
Christian, noble sonl, and generous nature have 
passed from earth to Heaven. Dr. Whcklow 
leaves a w ife and two sons, both of whom aro 
officers in the army. He was a brother of the 
liev. Hubbard Winslow, 1). D., and of the emi- 
nent missionary, Dr. MjTon Winslow. 

THE PHILADELPHIA FAIK. 

Tlie buildings for the fair are enormous, oc- 
cupying all of Logan Square, a space of nearly 
BIX by five hundred feet. There are ninety 
separate departments in the fair, and to travel 
throngh each will be abont a two-mile walk to 
the anxious spectator. A fifty rent tiek<‘t ad- 
mits a visitor to eighty-one of these depart- 
ments, the other nine arc extra. Tliey are as 
follows, and the admittance to each is as si>eci- 
fied: 



.\rt G.allery 


25 


cents. 


Horticulture 


25 


«t 


Indian Department 


25 


ti 


Signor Blitz 


25 


(1 


Arms and Trophies 


20 


l« 


Relies and CnriosiHes, .. 


.... 20 


i« 


\S'illiam Penn Parlor. . . . 


10 


tt 


Skating Pond 


10 


«• 


Divsn. 


10 


II 


Total 


..?! 70 





For the sum of $2 20 a visitor sees the whole 
** Bight,” which may be truly de.signated a min- 
iature worhL 

The buildings are light, airy, and comfort- 
able; far morepleruumt inside than their appear- 
ance outside would betokcii. The decorations 



ins do aro most complete, the several wings 
being gaily plnmed in rc<l, white, and blue, 
prt'sontiug pleasing, patriotic, and beautiful 
I pictures. Stantliug at the main or eastom en- 
trance of the great arched building known as 
^’ITiion Hall,” wo have to our right and left 
the s<^ctions for Delaware and New Jersey, and 
directly in front a continuous view to the ex- 
U*nt of five hundred fwt of Gothic archway, the 
base lino being sixty-four feet, and the apex 
being an elevatiim of fifty feet. 

The large collection of banners, flags, and 
paintings have been used with admirable judg- 
ment, and the firemen may well challenge com- 
parison with the dccomlions in any other de- 
partment. Tlie goods offered for sale in this 
portion of the building are among the most at- 
tractive of the fair. Union Avenue centains a 
great variety of articles, and os the exhibitors 
have been left to their own fancy in the matter 
of decorations for the counters lUid shelves, the 
display is varietl, and no l>etter place could have 
been selected for the opening ceremonioa. 

For tlic aecommoiliition of the speakers, in- 
vited guests, Ac., a large platf<»rm was erected 
in tlie western end of the avenue, which was 
decorated in keeping with the main body of tlio 
hall. The crowd began to pour in long before 
the time announeed for the commencement of 
proce edings, and when the hour of four arrived 
everj* siK)t along tlie whole avenue was occupied. 
The Bcene presented was most pleasing indeed, 
eKpecinlly to those who wore favored with o 
position on the jJnlfonn, wliere they could 
freely scan all bc fiiro them. The exercises were 
op<‘ned by music, ** Hail Columbia,” by a full 
orchestra. — PhihuU lph\a Inquirtr, 



Dr. Alexander McDonald, Inspector United 
Stales Sanitary rommis^sion, in letter of June 2d, 
Bermuda Hundred, says: “,Wc have just arrived 
at the Ilundnil. 9 A. M. Stopped last night at 
IVilsonV Lauding, and left saur kraut, potatoes 
and onionK for the force? there and at Fort Pow- 
hatan. and are now making arrangements for 
having supplies at Bermuda Huudred.’* 



SOLDIEi: > HOME AT CAIRO. 

The rejiorts for the five weeks ending May 
2nd, show, that during that periotl 10.42J men 
were admitted; 7,011 lodgings, and 2<^3u5 meals 
were furnished, while trun.sport4ition wa.s pro- 
cured for 829. 



The a«1vance of Sherman’s Army into Geor- 
gia, leariug a very long line through a wasted 
country in his rear, will render the catablish- 
ment of a number of uew “Homes" along it 
nocesaory. 
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OUU CONSULS ABROAD, 

Tho Europeim Branch in Paris of the U. S. 
Sauihiry Commission, have frequently had occa- 
sion to acknow!e<lgc the valuable aid rendered 
by the American Consuls in Europe to the Com- 
mission. and have made particular mention, in 
this relation of James O, Putnam, Consul at 
Havre; Mr. Thaddeus Hyatt, at Rochelle; and 
Mr. James Lcsby, at Lyons. 

Our countryiuiui, Mr. John K. Tait, resident 
at Das.sclilorf, has, by uucea.sing exertions, ob- 
tained very large and valuable donations from 
a great number of nobleminded and generous 
artists in that place. 



A LESSON WELL LEARNT. 

From Charles Dickens's "AU tho Year Hoaml.” 

When tho shadow of death hung over 
the Italian campaign, from which Itiily 
knew how to take more liberty than it was 
meant that she shouhl have, a citizen of 
Ooneva, Af. Henri Diinant, hud his heart 
strengthened for noble labors by the recol- 
lection of tho work done by Florence Night- 
ingale in tho tlrimca. If there must bo 
wars, why may they not be fought out by 
civilizi'd nations with common recognition 
of tho common duties of humanity 'I What 
if there wiwe a General European Sanitary 
Commission '! By his energetic labor com- 
petent men of many countries were brought 
together last year in the International Con- 
gre.ss upon this question at Geneva — onr 
Inspector treneral of Hospitals, then rep- 
resenting Groat Britain, by authority of 
onr Secretary of War, with competent offi- 
cial deputies from France, and from .Aus- 
tria, and from Hussia, and from Prussia, 
Itiily, Hpain, Swollen, Bavaria, Wurtem- 
burg, Baden and Hesse, Hanover and Hol- 
land. 

We know not what miy como of the 
movement thus commenced, but we are 
glad to learn, from a little book called “A 
Woman’s F-vample and a Nation's Work,” 
(pnbli.shed by llidgwny,) that in the midst 
of all the miseries of civil war in America, 
tho lesson taught by Florence Nightingale 
has not been lost upon a kindred people. 
The newspapers tell all tho battle stories, 
and have enabled us to sup fidl of the hor- 
rors of the strife. Of the pity, and the 
deeds of mercy it engenders, wo have not 
been told all wo might hear. 

Tho women on each side connected them- 
selves at tho outbreak of tho war with tho 
great work of healing and solace. Tho 
Houlh has as.suredly and certaiidy not been 
behind tho North in generous self-sacrifice, 
but from tho South few records come to ns 
as yet; at pre.sent it is only of what has 
beem done in tho North that we can tell 
the talo. 



The women began their work of mercy 
by filling chnrches, schoolrooms, and tho 
large houses of many wealthy persons, with 
lint-scrapers, cutters, folders, and psickers 
of tho linen they gave to the use of tho 
wounded. Then they organized themselves, 
first in New York, ihto a “AVoman's Cen- 
tral Association of Belief like bodies 
were constituted elsewhere, ami advice was 
sought from men of experience. They 
were advised to a-scertain what government 
could and would do in tho direction to 
which their work tended, then to work 
with it, and by their own liberality of gifts 
and labor, supplement its unavoidable 
short-comings. The clergyman of New 
York who was foremo.st in giving this coun- 
sel, the Bev. I>r. Bellows, aceonijjnnied by 
three of the chief physicians of New York, 
Drs. A’an Biiren, Harri.s, and Harsen.went, 
therefore, in deputation to Washington for 
conference with the Secretary of War. 
They rejiresented not only the “ Woman's 
Centnd Association," but also the Advisoi-y 
Committee of the Boards of I’hysicians 
and Surgeons of the New Y'ork Hospitals, 
and the New Y'ork Medical Association for 
furnishing Hospital Supplies in aid of tho 
Army. The thrts> bodies were all acting 
harmoniou.sly together in turning to the 
best account the five gifts from tho city 
and State of New Y'ork, designed in aid of 
the comfort nn<l si'curity of the troops. 
They petitioned for some rigor in insjam- 
tion of volunteers, that unsuitable jicrsons 
might not be sent to ci'rtain death in the 
Army; the Woman’s .Association was about 
to send for servii'i' in thi' general hospitals 
of the Army one hundred picked and train- 
ed female nurses, and they askisl that the 
YVar Department .should be content to re- 
ceive on wages during actual iluty as many 
of such nurses as tho exigencies of tho 
campaign might nspiire. Tliey suggested, 
also, the ap])ointment of a Sanitary Com- 
mission, which President Lincoln scofl'ed 
at as a “fifth wheel to the military conch.” 
This memorial was very coldly reeeiveil by 
the War Dejmrtment and the Aledical Bu- 
reau of the -Army. The Unib'd States San- 
I ifary Commission, which has by this time 
I tunied to right use in works of health and 
mercy, voluntary contributions amounting 
to about two millions of money, got its first 
lift towards existiuice in a note of recom- 
mendation from Dr. B. C. Wood, Acting 
I Burgeon General to tlm United States 
I Army. 

The four di'Iegates then at once sent in a 
skidch of the plan of such a Commission, 
specifying all they asked for it from tho 
Government ; no new legal powers whatever, 
and none of the public money; but simply 
official imblic recognition during the war, 
or until it should be found nnserviceable, 
and a room in one of tho public buildings 
in Washington or elsewhere, with station- 







iTj' niiil otliiT iiisijaiin of a rocoKiiiz'-d piili- 
lic ollic**. Tlio «>hjt*ot of tilt' ilfwirfil (*om- 
mi.sKion wouUl lio “to brinx to boar upon 
tlie hrulth, comfort ami inonili' of the 
troo]i», the fnlle.st ami ripi'st tcachinxa of 
iMiiiitaiy scii'iii'e in its application to mili- 
tary life;” ilirooting particular attention, j 
for example, to the material of the volun- 
teer force, ami to such subjects as iliet ami 
cookerj', clothing, ami precaution against 
ilani]>, cold, heat, malaria, infection, ,kc. ; 
tents, camiiing groiiml, transports, transi- 
tory ih'jiots with their cxi>osures, camp 
jiolice; organization of hospitals, has))ital 
supplii's. regulations of the jiatriotic ser- 
vice of the cajiablc veomru oUeriiig them- 
(u'lves as nurses; the iiuestions of ambu- 
lances, of lielil sen'ice, of extra meilical aid, 
and whatever else relates to the care or 
cure of till' sick and woumleil. I 

Kelm'taiit consent was at last given to 
the establishment of such afkimmission, in 
a document of which the last paragraph 
thus cxpn ssed the official contempt it ex- 
cited: “The Commission will exist until 
the Secretary of War shall otherwise di- 
rect, loi/ess sooner f/isso/m/ h?/ ih turn f/c- j 
lion." It is something to know that there 
is a circumlocution ollice across the At- 
lantic. 

Yet at that time the army, suddenly quad- 
rupled, was iletlcicnt in the commonest re- 
quisites of clothing, bedding, nml husjiital 
staff, while the local-soldier’s aid societies 
founded in different districts for the succor 
each of its ow n peculiar body of volunteers; 
bewildered by the marchings and countcr- 
marehiugs of the distant regiments, were 
wasting much good energy. One of the 
tirst dillicnlt labors of the Commission wiis 
to jirove to these local bodies the short- 
sightedness of their provincial allies, and 
get them to throw idl their resources into 
the organization of one common national 
work. One by one the work of woman’s 
love that strove to follow the particular for- 
tunes of brothers and friends was gathered 
into one great national effort, and the local 
aid societies became branches of the Com- 
mission, with Mr. Frederick laiw Olmsted 
for its sccretaiy. that strove to secure the 
well-being of the Army, and detect the 
more unwholesome blots mxm its discipline 
wherever they might be. lullueutinl men 
in every part of the. country now became 
unpaid ailvocates of the Commis.sion as 
“ .V.ssociate Members ;” circulats, setting 
forth the wants of the .\rmy, were widely 
diffused; sanitaiy agitation was kept up; 
directors of insurance companies were made 
to understand their inb'rest in the well- 
being and the health of the volunti'or. 

Then it was found ms'essaiy to break 
down the exclu.siveneas of Hlute sovereignty, 
and, for right organization of the convey- 
ance of the balc.s proviiled for us<> of the 
sick, e.stablish central depots for districts. 



determined not by political predilections, 
but by the course of railways, rivers and 
canals. One hundred and twenty towns 
thus became auxiliary to Cleveland in Ohio, 
and twelve hundreil and twenty-six accepted 
the City of New York as their centre. 'I'he 
(knnmission sent also sanitary insjus’tors to 
the camps and camp hosiutals, and has re- 
ceived and tabulated some lifteeu hundred 
of their rc]K>rts, each cou.sistiug of answers 
to a set of one hundred and eighty printed 
questiou.s. 

Meanwhile, the {lovernmcnt had taken 
no step towards the organization for war 
juirposi s of the Medical lliircan, beyond 
the appointment of a Surgeon (ieneral, who 
at once pronouncctl against the Sanitary 
Commission, and dcclari'd that “ lie would 
have nothing to do with it;” lor it was “ a 
perilous conception to allow any such out- 
siile body to come into being. ” The Com- 
mission, however, having been already au- 
thorized by (iovernmeut, he cou.sented to 
its action for the voluntiers, on conditiou 
that it never meddled with the regular 
Inxqis. 

This wonderful gentleman confined him- 
self to the maintenance of every old regula- 
tion, and resisted every attempt at “ inno- 
I ration” to ndui>t what might have sufficed 
for the CII.SI' of a bush-fighting army of 
twelve thousand, to the gri'ater needs of a 
tremendous civil war. So then' arose civil 
war between the Sanibiry Commission and 
I the Surgeon (ieneral; and the Commission, 

I working by deputations to the Government, 

I eomplaiiits from .Vrmy officers, and memo- 
' rials to Congress, procured the pas.sing of a 
bill, drawn uj> by its own Kxecutivc Com- 
' mittee, reorganizing fundanuutally the 
.Meilical Department of the Army, appoint- 
ing a Iwdy of lieuend lusjx'ctonj, and sub- 
stituting for the old system of seniority, 
promotion for competency without regard 
to grade or age. This victory over routine 
I having been won, the Commission itself 
sought the most competent man for .Sur- 
geon Ocneral, and endeavoreil to forestall 
any elinnce of an appointment by favoritism 
into which the Si'cretary of War might bo 
tempted. The Commission again won its 
battle, and secured the promotion of Dr. 
W. A. Hammond, .Yssistant Surgeon on tho 
Jli'dical Staff, to tho post of Surgeon Ocuo- 
ral, an nilvance from the r.ank of first lieu- 
tenant, with charge of a single hospital, to 
that of brigarlier general, with the entiro 
control of the Medical Dei>artment of iho 
-Army. With its own man — a comi>etent 
; man, who hud every reason to be grateful 
. to it— thus in authority, the Sanitary Com- 
. mission had its way made very straight. 
Dr. Hammond revised his list of subordi- 
nates with a b(dd hand, got rid of the ob- 
structive and incompetent men, and honest- 
ly sought the best help in organization of 
ho-spitids, foundation of an army medical 
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school, nml so forth. Before the civil war, 
theUiiiteil States Army rivalled the Austrian 
in exolusivenosa and firm adhorenci' to rou- 
tine; and who can tell what talcs of pesti- 
lence wo might havii heard, but for the 
victorj' thus won on behalf of women’s 
work in time of p<Til? 

A part of the business of the Sanitary 
Commission was to diffuse gratuitously 
among the army surgeons, pntctieal jjam- 
phlets of information upon military hygiene, 
and tho most important points of army 
medicine and surgery. Bueh pamphlets 
were the “ Bireetions to .\rmy Surgeons on 
the Battle-field, " l)y our own (iuthrie, and 
the “ Advice as to Camping,” issued l)y tho 
Bi'itish Sanitary Commission at the time of 
the Crimean War; pamphlets on "Pain and 
Amcsthetics,” and on “Hemorrhage from 
Wtmnd.s, and the Is'st Jlean.s of Arresting 
it,” by the father of American surgery. Dr. 
Valentine Mott; pamphlets on Army vacci- 
nation, amputations, treatment of fnu'tures, 
scurvy, fevers, &c. The largely iucn'osed 
number of Army surgeons had to be drawn 
from civil hfe, and really needed informa- 
tion as to tho new forms of practice in tho 
field; while everywhere the teachings of 
Florence Xighti iigale were actively diffiLsed. 
Again, over the wide surface of tho States 
involved in war, there was great variation 
of latitude, and almost every imaginable 
difference of ground, jirodueing local dif- 
ferences in the character and aspect of dis- 
ease. Six-cial investigation w;is made of 
this subject, not only for the information of 
tho Xledical Staff, Imt as a nece.ssary guide 
to the right distribution of the requisite 
Bup]>lieB. 

When, at tho beginning of the war, tho 
lines of action corre.sponded with the course' 
of navigable rivers, tloatiug hospital.s ac- 
companied the armies. Here, with perhaps 
five hundred or a thousand sick soldiers 
arrangi d in a single river steamer, well- 
born American women and some English 
volunteers were fearless and faithfid nurses. 
Let us see them at work. A lady speaks ; 

“ Wo were called to go on boai-d tho Wis- 
sahickou, from thence to the Sen Shore, and 
run down in the latter to West Point, to 
bring off twenty- five men said to be lying 
there .sick nml destitute. Two doctors went 
with U.S. After hunting an hour for tho 
S< n Shore in vain, and having got a-s low 
OS Cumberland, wo decided (ic« being Mrs. 
— — - and I, for tho doctors were new and 
docile, and glad to leave tho responsibility 
upon us women,) to jiush on to the tug, 
rather than leave the men another night on 
the ground, as a heavy storm of wind and 
ruin had been going on all dn^. The pilot 
remonstrated, but the captain approved; 
and if the firemen had not suddenly let out 
tho tires, and detained us two hours, we 
might have got our men on board and ro- 
turned comfortably soon after dark. But 
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the delay lost us the precious daylight. It 
wa-s night before the last man was got on 
board. There were fifty-six of them — ton 
rery sick ones. Tho Imat had a little shel- 
ter cabin. As wo were laying mattresses 
on the floor, whilst the doctors were (inding 
the men, tho captain stopjmd us, refusing 
to let ns put typhoid fever below tho deck, 
on account of tho crow', he said, and threat- 
ened to push off at once from the shore. 

Mrs. and I looked at him. I did tho 

terrible and she the pathetic, aud he aban- 
doned the contest. The return passage was 
rather an anxious one. The river is much 
ob.structed with sunken ships aud trees; 
the night was dark, and wo had to feel our 
way, slackening speed every ten minutes. 
If wo had been alone it wouldn’t have 
mattered; but to have fifty men, unable to 
move, upon our hands, was too heavy a 
responsibility not to make us anxious. The 
captain and pilot said the boat was leaky, 
aud remarked awfully ‘ that the water was 
six fathoms deep about there;’ but we saw 
their motive aud were not scared. We 
were .safe alongside tho Spaulding by mid- 
night; but Mr. Olmsted’s tone of voice, as 
he said, ‘ A'ou don’t know how glad I am to 
see you,” showed how much ho had been 
worried. Aud yet it was tho best thing wo 
could have done, for three, perhaps five, 
of the men would have been dead before 
morning. To-day (Sunday,) they are liv- 
ing, and likely to live.” 

A plan for tho swift construction of a 
good receiving hospital, tho notion of great 
soup cahlrons on wheels for feeding tho 
sick and wounded after battle, scrofulous 
iu.speetion, active agitation and investiga- 
tion of the question of what is to be done 
in the future with tho disabled soliUers of 
three years of war, are among the whole- 
some work of the Commis-sion, which has 
been able, after every great battle, to dis- 
pati'h a voluntary' contribution of neces- 
saries, in addition to tho iirovision made by 
the Medical Department of the .-Vrmy. Thus, 
after tho second battle of Bull Kuii — when 
General 1‘opii’s army, with a loss of sixteen 
thousand in killed and w ounded, was in re- 
treat — the Confi'ileratcs had captured forty- 
three wagon loads of medical store.s. With- 
in three days, sixteen wagon load.s of drugs 
and medicines, tho gift of tho country 
througli the Sanitary Commission, were at 
the disjiosid of the army; aud at Center- 
ville, on tho road from J3ull Bun to Wash- 
ington, the Commission’s agents served out 
to the wounded, who came fainting in by 
humlreila, hot beef tea, soup and breaif, 
and stimulants — gathered them into am- 
bulances or hospitals — and otherwise helped 
them on to Wiashington. Tho Commission 
has always extended such help alike to friend 
or foe; the wounded Confederate who ha.s 
been captured has been simply regarded os 
a sufferer. 
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Thosp laljorcra on beliiilf of linmsnitv, 
even work under fire in tlie field relief coi-jis 
tliat trot uj) their light wiigona with atoreR, 
hniidnges, or oth<‘r aid to the Hiirgeons, 
wherever men full fnatiuit, and after the 
battle hunt indefntigably for the straggling 
wonndiHl. The Commission has organized, 
also, a distinct department of Siieeial Ite- 
lief for care of the sick among newly- 
arrived ri'giments; for providing tein|)orary 
and gratiiitons shelter and food to the sol- 
dier honoratily discharged, while he is 
waiting in any eity for his papers and his 
pay; for helping the helpless soldier in 
anv eoneeivalile way, by acting as his nn- 
paid agent, or attorney; for protecting him 
against sharja-rs, or getting railway tickets 
at rejneed rates. With such views sol- 
diers’ “ Homes" have been e.stablislied 
thruughonf the North, and at the principal 
Home in Washin^on, about a hundred 
thousand nights’ lodgings, and three or 
four hundretl thousand meals, have been 
gratiiitonsly provided. The Commission 
has obbtined Homes, too, for its own and 
the .'Vrmv’s nurses when not in attendance 
on the Kick, or preparing to depart for dis- 
tant stations. Finally, the t'ommission 
charges itself with the duty of seeing that 
every soldier is decently buried, with a 
headstone over his grave, and that a record 
is kept of the place of burial; or, that his 
bodv is forwarded to his friends. 

Tlie funds that sujiport all this good 
work are voluntary gifts. The people of 
California sent, in one .sum, the gold of 
their soil to the value of a hundred thou- 
sand pounds Knglish money. Sanitary 
fairs have been lately held at different 
towns, at Chicago, Cincinnati, Boehester, 
WiLshington, A:c. Brookl^iTi Fair lately 
contributed four hundred thousand dol- 
lars; and from the great fair hi'ld at New 
York, a million dollars were oxis-cted. 

'idle Commission works o]ieuly; any one 
who will, may in.speet its borjks. It pays 
its officers, buys wagons, charters ships, 
feeds horsi's and mules, pays rent of offices 
and warehouws, yt-t the entire cost of its 
management is under thre-e per cent, of its 
income. When, at the battle of Gettys- 
burg, a wagon load of the Commissioners’ 
stores wins captured, with three of its 
agents, the Secretary of the Commission 
o.sked and obtained from the Confederate 
authorities their relea.se, on the ground 
that they were non-combatants, and that 
throughout the war ’’the Sanitai-y Com- 
mission had never made any distinction 
in it-s benevolence between friend and 
foe.” 

If any one would estimate the value of 
such work in pursuance of a good example, 
let him remember that Miss Nightingale 
and the Crimean Commission found the 
British army in the East dying from dis- 
ease at the rate of sixty per cent., or more 



! than half its whole strength, in the year; 
I and that, sanitary care having been taken, 

I the death rjite was reduced in the last 
j five months of the campaign to twelve in a 
thousand ! The army was made fifty-two 
’ times healthier! Our whole average yearly 
I loss by disea.se in the I’eninsnlarwar, was a 
hundri‘d and thirteen in a thousand; and 
the sanitary reforms made by Lord Her- 
bert in the home life of our infantry arc 
saving us now, every y« ar, one life in every 
hundred men. Th<! whole loss in our anuy by 
all di.sr ases has been les.s in each of the last 
four years than it need to be from diM-a.ses 
of the lungs alone. 

Most nobly have the .American people 
struggled to amend this part of the record 
of their own disastrous slniggle. We rend 
much of sharj) trading and selfish grasping, 
of boobs with paper soles, and other cniel 
dealings of the wooden nutmeg school; but 
the support given by the American i>eople, 
(not the American contractors,) to their 
armies, through the Sanitary Commi.s.sion, 
tells a nobler tale. Thus, for example, it 
I may seem a small matter that the Commis- 
sion makes part of its preveidive work to 
consist in the raising of fresh vegetables 
tor Army use; but without fresh vegetables 
troops can hardly bi‘ saved from scurvy. 
Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, a distinguished 
Medical Insja-ctor in the army of Kosen- 
crans, expressed, in a report, his full la-lief 
that “one barrel of potafiw's per annum is 
to the Government eipuU to one man.” At 
one time, when the success of the Western 
Army, in a hazardous operation, was be- 
coming helples.s, by reason of scurvy among 
the troops, and when the consequent adver- 
ti.s»‘ment of a commissary for fifty thousand 
bu.shels of potatoes, and a corresponding 
supply of other vegetables, found no trader 
able or willing to be responsible for their 
delivery, the Commission set to work, and, 
collecting voluntary gifts in kind from the 
fields and gardens of the districts, supidicd 
gratuitously, within a mouth, six thousand 
barrels of fresh vegetables, restored the 
hesdth of the troops, and so, though a non- 
combatant, did nsilly, by a brisk discharge 
of |>otutoes, change in that campaign the 
fortune of the war. 



HOW BROOKLYN MONEY GOES. 

To tMe Editor t^f (A« Hrooklyn V mion: 

The undersigned citizens of Brooklyn 
and New York, sympathizing deeply with 
the intense interest that exists in the hearts 
of our citizens to know to what extent this 
institution has been enabled to afford aid 
and oomfort to the sick and wounded of the 
Army of the I’otomac, since they crossed 
the Itnpidau, visited the Hendipiarters of 
the Commission during their rooent visit to 
Washington, to solicit information as to the 
details of their labors, &o. Their records 
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were submitted to us for inspection, and 
every facility afforded to give ns an insight 
into all the departments of their work. AVo 
feel it a duty as well as a privilege to lay 
before the public the information we thus 
obtained, especially as in conse(juence of 
the engrossing Ubors of the members — 
ofBeers and ageut.s of the Commission, 
night and day, the last three weeks — in 
providing for the emergency forced npop 
them, by the series of battles which have 
oecnmsi, but little official information as 
to the extent and variety of their labors in 
Irehalf of the wounded and sick of our bravo 
defimders has Imen made public. It is ])ro- 
per to say that wo do this without intima- 
tion or solicitation from any one, and only 
because we believe the simple stateim-ut of 
facts communicated to ns will give comfort 
and consolation to many anxious and bleed- 
ing hearts. 

[The writers here quote entire the letter 
of Mr. Van Ingen, published in No. 15.] 

The following extracts from the diary of 
one of the principal agents of the Commis- 
sion at Washington will help the reiuler to 
form an idea as to the extent of the supplies 
furnished by the Commission : 

“ Monday, May 9. — Keliable information 
just received that the wounded were to 
come by way of Belle Plain. Tho loading 
of the Itapley, which had been alreiuly 
commenced, was completed, and a barge 
was chartered to cany horses and wagons. 

Ttiesilay, May 10. — The Mary F. Itapley 
sailed with from eighty to one hundred 
tons of stores on Isiard, and sixty relief 
agents, in charge of Ur. Agnew, Dr. Steiner, 
and Mayor Fay, of Chelsea. JIrs. Hus- 
band and Sliss Oillson, who have long 
served with tho army in the field, went also. 
The llajdey had in tow a barge lomled with 
twenty-one horses and live large wagons, 
for transportation of tho stores from Belle 
Plain to the army. 

Wednesday, May 11. — Three boat loads 
of wounded arrived and were fed. Tho 
barge Washington was chartered and loaded 
with sixU«n hors<a), four wagons and forage, 
and sailed in the afternoon in tow of tlio 
tug Governor Curtin. Twenty-four relief 
agents went down by Government trans- 
port. In tho afternoon tho Itapley return- 
ed. 

Thursday, May 12. — Tlqj Rapley sailed 
again, having been loaded in the night with 
from eighty to one hundred tons of stores. 
Dr. Fairchild went with her, in charge of 
thirty relief agents. 

Friday, May 13. — Twenty relief agents 
went down in Government boat. 

Sikturday, May 14. — Tho steamboat Phm- 
nix chartered, loaded with hospital stores, 
lumber, and a construction cor|>s to build a 
small wharf, if needed, and storehouse. 

Mr. Knapp went with the Fheenix, in 



charge of thirty-two relief agents. The 
schooner Sarah Lavinia was offered to the 
(Commission free of charge, by a citizen of 
the iklace, for U>mporary use, and is being 
loa«ied. The Ka]il(y arrived. 

Sunday, May 15. — The Rapley londod 
again this forenoon and dispatched. The 
.Sarah Lavinia sailed. 

Monday, May 1(1. — The Rapley arrived 
in the night, was loaded again to-day and 
soiled. Tho Plnonix arrived, was reloaded 
and sent off'. The Rapley took down five 
wagons and twenty horses, besides hospital 
[ stores. 

Tuesday, May 17. — All quiet. 

Wednesday, May 18. — The Rapli'y ar- 
rivetl la-st night. The Phmuix also came 
in. No departures. Horses and wagons 
being bokight to send to-morrow. Dr. Jen- 
kins went to tho front. 

Thursday, May 19. — The Phoenix and 
Rujiley sailed at about ten o’clock, the for- 
mer with five wagons and twenty horses, 
the Rapley lomled with stores only. 

A barge was chartered to be loaded with 
more teams. 

Friday, May 20. — The barge sailed with 
ten wagons and forty horses. Dr. .Teukins 
and Dr. Agnew returnkd with the Phmnix. 

So much for the work that has been done 
here, and besides all this our agents have 
been constantly on tho wah'h at the landing 
for the Government boats, so os to be ready 
to feed the wounded as they arrived. 

The surgeons of the hospital transports 
State of Maine and Connecticut expressed 
their gratitude to tho Commission for what 
had been done on board their boats, the 
latter saying he did not know what he 
should have done without the Commi.ssion. 

Our agents who were at the front say 
that tho wounded at Fredericksburg de- 
|>eud largely and constantly upon the Com- 
mission. G. C. C.” 

On the 21st of May one of our company 
left Washington with Dr. Knapp, the As- 
sistant Secretory of the Commission, on the 
steamer Mary F. Rapley, to visit Belle 
Plain, the base of supplies for our army. 
On our arrival there in the evening, some 
lour hundred wounded soldiers were being 
transferred from the ambulance train to 
tho barge, and tho agents of tho Commis- 
sion were on hand, distributing to every 
ambulance all needed supplies of stimulants, 
food, &c. At six o’ldock on tho morning 
of tho 22d inst., thirtj'-one wagons, fully 
loaded (four horses each) witli sanitary 
stores, left Belie Plain for Fredericksburg. 
Tho Sanitary Commission had an am]>le 
supply of large tents at Belle Phiin lor the 
accommodation of their nurses, agents, and 
for preparing coffee, stimulants, 4:e., lor 
tho wounded, in addition to a large barge 
filled with assorted sanitary stores, and 
large tents to store their supplies os receiv- 
ed from the steamers. 
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On the evening of tlie 2‘2il inst., telegrnniB | 
were rweivcil nt Belle Plain that the Imae | 
of supplies would be at once ehangi'd to \ 
Port lioynl. M'o eoncludo with extniots | 
showing, in part, the t)pemtions of the i 
ConimisMon since the 2!W: ' 

Sasttabt CowMiiwies, CRmui- Omer.. » j 

Jto. ‘m i' STBEirr, Waehinotos, -Way 27, 1 mS 4; f 

"A train of twenty-nine wagons hav- 
ing gone from Bi'Ue Plain to Fredericks- 
burg with supplies, the balance of all sup- 
plies were loadc-d on the lairges, the tents ! 
struck and stored, the wooden feeding sta- | 
tion taken down and packed in the hold of ' 
the bout, the variotis lost boxes of the sol- ! 
diera hiken on board, and the Hapley , 
started for Port Koyal, j 

In the meantime, the wounded coming ' 
down from Fredericksburg by way of Atpiia 
Creek, were fed there before going on to 
the boats, and supplies w ith relief agents 
put on board each of the 1>onts going to 
Washington. 

On the 24th, the tug-boat Governor Cur- 
tin, after carrying additional stores and 
agents to Aipiia Creek for service on the 
boats of wounded, took the storeboat Ken- ' 
nedy, with eight more relief agents, and | 
started for Port Boyal, at 3 P. M., the other 
barge loaded being in t .w of a Government I 
tug. I 

At Fredericksburg the work of relief i 
continued till May 2tUh, in the afternoon. 
The stores were then quite abundant and 
the numbers needing aid decreasing, yet 
relief was given oatdi day to tnany. 

The wounded gathered at Falmouth pre- 
paratory to taking the cars for A<piia Creek, 
Were cured for day and night, and the suf- 
fering unavoidul)ly incident to such a hur- 
ried move, greatly alleviated by various i 
ministries. ’ | 

Some twenty-six horses of the Commis- , 
siou with wagon.s, were furnished three | 
days since to the Quartermaster to enable , 
him to go out into the “ Wilderness ” to 
look u]) wounded, a rejtort having come in 
that some of the wounded were si ill there. 
These wagons had not returned on the l 
morning of the 2i)th. ; 

2(>th. — .Vll the wounded removed from I 
Fredei-icksbnrg. A train of wagons is to i 
start for Port Itoyal. The Kent aiid Itap- i 
ley, both chartered by the Coinmiasion, run . 
up for Port Itoyal to Frederiek.sbnrg and 
bike on some of the relief coi-ps. The 
Kent takes on also IHO wounded men. 

Others of the relief coiqis go on two 
large ho.spital transports, which are ndtni- 
r.iblv fitted U)) by Govenimeut, as nurses 
on tlio trip from Fredericksburg to Wash- 
ington. At Washington, meantime, a corps | 
of twenty relief agents have been busily at 
work on the boats running between Aipiia 
Crei-k and Wa.shington. These boats being 
called in lor temiiorary serviee, were not 
fitted up by Government for transports, and ' 



had nothing but hay on board for the com- 
fort of the men; consequently the lemon- 
ade, wine, crackers, Ac., together with the 
personal ministrationsof our men, were pe- 
culiarly si-rviceable. On most of these 
boats there were also members of the Chris- 
tian ComiTiission and of the various relief 
assiH'iations returning from Fredericks- 
burg. They all took hold of the work at 
hatid with cordial good will. 

With largo stores at I’ort Itoyal and more 
on tho way, we wait to-morrow’s work. 
What has been done during the jiast few 
days by the relief agents who move with 
the moving army, I cannot say, as no rejiort 
has been received from them. They start- 
ed with wagons well supplied.” 

When it is understoiHl that the statements 
made above merely relate to the work of tho 
Sanitary Commission in behalf of tho 
wounded and sick of tho Army of the Po- 
tomac this month, and that hirge sup)jlios 
of siinitary stores have, during the same 
time, been forwarded to the Aimy of the 
Cumberiaiid, Fortress Jlonroe, and other 
divksions of our army, the question asked 
by so many that have not seen Bulletins 
from the Sanitary Commis.sion, What is tho 
Sanitary Commission doing with their 
abundant stores at this crisis ? is fully an- 
swered. 

But for the length of this communication, 
we should bike pleasure in enumerating de- 
tails of the system of the United States 
Sanitary Commission, tho keeping full 
daily recorihs of all the sick and wounded 
of our armies received into Ilo.spital at 
Washington or elsewhere, the time of their 
reception, date of their discharge, Ac., so 
that by giving the name of any soldier, his 
regiment and company, full information 
call at once be obtained, and many an anx- 
ious inquiry answered. 

We were also much interested in the 
Ijodges and Homes of the Commission, 
where soldiers, disabled and discharged, or 
absent on furlough, are accommodated with 
meals, lodging, Ac., while detained to per- 
fect their jiapers, collect diu-s from the 
Government, Ac. -All back pay and pen- 
sions are colli-cb'd by the Commission, and 
papers home furnished to tho soldier with- 
out any charge. The extent of the labors 
of tho Commission in this direction, may be 
estimab’d from the fact that tho Commis- 
sion have had,^he last year, in all their 
lodges, at different stations, an average of 
two thousand soldiers on their hands every 
night. 

We cannot close this report without ex- 
jiressing onr gratification at learning of the 
cordial co-operation lietween tho Sanitary 
and Christian Commissions. The delegates 
of the Christian Commi.wion from Brook- 
lyn assure us that all their reiinisitiona for 
sanibiry stores were moat readily respond- 
ed to. 
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The united testimony of the surgeons, 
agents, and delegates, of both the Sanitary 
and Christian Commissions, ean leave no 
doubt that the timely sanitary stores so 
frc<‘ly fnrniMliotl ou the frtiut at Frederi<'ks- 
burg. Belle Plaiu, &c., have saved to their 
country and frientls thousands of lives. 

DwniHT Johnson, Brooklyn. 

JosiAH O. Low, Brooklyn. 

Oeokge S. Stephenson, Brooklyn. 

John J. Crank, Xew York. 



THE POPE AXD THE SANITARY COMMIS- 
SION.— A DONATION OF FIVE HUNDRED 

DOLLARS. i 

From the following correspondence it j 
will be seen that a liberal contribution has i 
been received by the General Aid Society 
in Buffalo from the Pope: 

BryjAMi. .Vay 17, ISM. 

Maham— T b<‘ Sovereign PontUr Pope Piu« IX., 
has. through his Eminence, Canliiml Burnals), 
notified me that with the deepest sorrow aad with 
the moi^l fruUTual intercat be bus heard of the 
nuinlNT of galiaot fioldiera wouiuIihI in our many 
baltlea, and that he di'sires me to give in his 
name, and out of his private purse, $500, as some 
aid to alleviate their sufierings. 

Your truly providentially organii«*d society 
bas done very much to aid our wounded soldiers; 
hence It seems to roe that there can be no better 
means of accomplishing the kind and paternal 
wish of bis Holiness, than to baud over to you 
this check for $.>00. with my humble and fervent 
prayers that GodV blessing may not only r-st on 
our gallant wounded soldiers, but also on the 
honored momb^Ts of your Commission who aid 
them so generously. 

Accept the expressions of respect and esteem 
with which 

I have the honor to be, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

t John. 

Buhop of Buffalo. 

Mas. Horatio gsTVora. • 

tf B, C. S. Sanitary Commimon. 

Okxrral Aid Eocimr vob thf Arstt, > 
DvvtaI.0, May IH, 1S04. ) 

Bt. Bar. JoBif Ttmob: 

Dkar Sm— It is with no ordinary feelings we 
acknowledge the receipt at your hands of $500 
from the Sovereign PonlllT, Pope Pius IX., for 
the relief of our wounded soldiers. Large con- 
tributions have been received from foreign coun- 
tries for this humane object. We are dt^ ply 
touched by such evidences of interest in our pres- 
ent struggle for national life, and the indorsement 
of this national channel for our charities, which 
we bidieve to bo the most direct, humane, and 
cfhdeiit one through which good will of a 
Christian p'*ople con Ik* conveyed to the wounded 
patriots in field or hospital. Please present our 
thanks to his Holiness, and accept, for vour part 
in this munificent act, the grateful acknowledg- 
ments 0 . the society. With Bontimeots of the 
highest regard. 

Yours truly, 

Ubs. Horatio Skymour. 

PrtaideiU. 



A ME.S.SAGE FROM THE ARMY. 

[The following lines are from the pen of the 
Author of ** A Rainy Day in Camp,” ns also of 
those exqnisito verses on the ** Death of a Massa- 
chusetts Sergeant,” which wc published a few 
weeks ago. Many of onr readers are doubtless 
alreaily familiar w'ith this ** Message from the 
Army,” but it derives a fresh and touching in- 
terest from the fact that the gifted writer is no 
more. There can be no harm now in according 
her the honor, which, while living, she always 
shrank from claiming, by saying that it is to tho 
late Mrs. Rol»ert S. Howland that we are indebted 
for it. She was one of the most earnest, nnthu- 
siustic and accomplished laborers for tho Me- 
tropolitan Fair, and we almost fear, we may add, 
one of its victims. Her interest in the war, 
and in the welfare of the army, was intense, but 
most of the many good deeds in which it was 
manifested, were done so ijuickly and unobtru- 
sively. 08 almost to make them secret] 

On. FmrsDfil our lokUrr hiArts cry out 
From All thf» far-off ounp^ ; 

From lonely wstt h-fln^ in tho Wert, 

I'rom Southern woods and swamps. 

MiTiercTcr In their windy tenU 
Brave bojs an^ gathering, 

Th<>m, «im-browfied faces smile, and bless 
Your Cbrlst-Uke mlulstering. 

Blowl blow, March windsl from mountain forts, 
Pn>tu gulf and river banks; 

And carry to those Northern homes 
Our thousand, thousand thanks 1 

And we who lie in narrow beds 
All over the sad land— 

From stricken rows. In dreary wards 
W« stretch a pallid hand, 

And grasp the palm whoso clasp wo know— 

Tho gonoroiis, tender palm 1 

Whose every ionrh on heart and head 
Is spico, and oil, and balm I 

And w« whose !>©iU are narrower yet 
Beneath the sun and rain; 

Wlm never more may carry arras 
Though spring has come again. 

Ife too would tell how loving hands 
Sliut down our dying eyes. 

And simd a blessing from the dead 
Ou all your sacrifice I 

Oh earnest hearts ! nh generous hands 1 
Wliat better thanks can be 

Than His, who said-*' tVhen 1 was sick 
Ye came to visit Mo !** 

Work on 1 Pray on J— No heart may flUnt 
No hand shall work In vain. 

Soon Pain shall conquer us a Peace 
And Peace shall heal our Pain. 

ifarcA, 18M. 
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Jiequirttl f<yr each Shirt-, 

5 white bone buttonH, (3 for front, 2 for 
sleeves.) 

4 tape stays, 1 inch long, (for flaps and open- 
ing of sleeves.) 

2 skeins thre ad. 

The back of the shirt is cut by the some pat- 
tern as the front, though not aloj>ed quite so 
much on the neck. 

The opiming in front is 15 inches long, faced 
on one side with cotton 2 inches wide, and 
heumif d on the other. The shirt is gathered 
into the collar both in front aud behind. 

The shoulder-pieces are faced under the 
shoulder seamH, an<l cut down one inch at one 
end. as per diagram, to tit under the collar. 

TTio ami sizes are strengthened with binders 
2 inches wide, cut circular, as per dotted line in 
diagram. The sleeve is gathered into the wrist- 
band and gathered a little at the top. 



Two gussets are added to each sleeve, os per 
diagram. The flui>s are two fingers long. 

The above pattern is for cotton one yard wide. 
After the front, back and sleeves have been cut 
out. a strip 6 inches wide will l>e left, out of 
which can be cut all the small pieces. Cut in 
this way it will take less than three yards of 
cotton. 

Cotton Ihmrrrt. 

C-otton <!rawers shonld l>e cut by the same 
patb*m as flannel drawers, (for which, see Brn- 
iJETiN, No. 13.) The pattern sbould be laid on 
the cloth in the Kstue manner, the Hmallest part 
of one leg to the smallest part of the other, leer- 
ing a piece on each side for the double waist- 
bands. 

The diagrams allow' for seams. 

N. B- — Owing to blurred type, the dimen- 
sions on the lower line of diagram for flannei 
drawers, in No. 13 of the BnlLETUf, are illegi- 
ble. They should road Ifl 
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WESTERN SCENES, No. 3. 

“Whkbe theee'h a Wn-x^ there’s a Wat.” 

In nolliing is this more strikingly exiMU- 
lifted, than in the history of the cause of 
ospitiil relief. Wliiio iuclolenoe, scllish- 
ness and disloyalty intrench thems«lves 
behind frivolous excuse's, to shield tliem 
from doing their duty towards our sick and 
wounde<l soldiers, tlie generous, active and 
patriotic are fertile in inventions to obtain 
m«*tina for their relief, and glory in labors 
and sacrifices that carry plenty and com- 
fort to the hospitals. 

Some two or three months ago, a poor 
girl, a seamstress, came to the rooms of 
the Chicago Sanitary Commission. “ I do 
not feci right,” she said, “ that I am doing 
nothing for our soldiers in the hospitals, 
and have res«)lvetl to do Mimeihintj imnnuli- 
abdy . Which do you prefer — that I should 
give money, or buy material and manufac- 
ture it into garments?” 

“You must l>e guided by your circum- 
stances,” Wiis the answer made her; “wo 
need both money and supplies, and you 
must do that which U most convenient for 
you.” 

“I prefer to give you money, if it will 
do as much good.” 

“Very well; then give money, which we 
need badly, and without w'hich we cannot 
do what is most necessary for our bravo 
sick men.” 

“Tlien I will give you the entire earn- 
ings of the next two weeks. IM givo 
more, but 1 have to hclj) support my moth- 
er, who is an invalid. Oeueraily, I make 
b»it one vest a day, but I will work earlier 
and later these next two weeks ” 

In two weeks she came again, the poor 
sewing girl, her bice nxdiant with the con- 
sciousness of philanthropic intent. Open- 
ing her port-mounaie, sho counted out — 
liowmucu do you think, rciylcrs of tho-Vcm 
CticeutuU ? — nintiet’H dillar* ami thirtif-neren 
cents! Every penny was earned by the 
alow' needle, and she had stitchetl aw'ay into 
tho hours of midnight, on every one of the 
working ihxys of the week. We call that 
an instance of patriotism married to gen- 
erosity. 

Some farmers’ wives in the north of Wis- 
consin, eighteen miles from a railroiul, ha<l 
given to the Commission of their bed 
and table linen, their husbands' shirts and 
drawers, their scanty supply of dried and 
caumsl fniits, till they had exhuusUHl their 
ability to do more in this direction. Still 
they were not satisfied. So they cast about 
to see what could be (hme in another way. 
They were all tho wives of small farmers, 
lately moved to the We.st, living all in log 
(>abius, where one room sufficed for kitch- 
en, parlor, laundry, nursery and bed-n)om, 
^oing thoir own house- work, sewing, baby- 



tending, dairy-w'ork and oil. What could 
they do ? 

They wero not long in devising a way 
to gratify the longings of their motherly 
ami patriotic hearts, and instantly set a!>out 
carrying it into action. They resolved to 
beg wluMit of the neighboring fanners, and 
convert it into moiuiy. StJiuetimcs on ft>ot, 
and sometimes with a team, amid the snows 
an<l mud of early spring, they canvassed 
tho country for twenty and twenty-five 
mile.s around, everywhere elotpiently pleail- 
ing the needs of the blue-coaled soldier 
Ixiys in the hospitiils, the ehxjuenoe every- 
where acting as an open gesfiinc to the gran- 
eries. Now* they obtained a little from a 
rich man, utid them a great deal from a |K>or 
man— -ileetls of benevolence are half the 
time in an inverse ratio to tho ability of 
tho benefactors — till they hatl accumalated 
uejtrly five hundred bushels of wheat. This 
they sent to market, obtaiiunl tho liighest 
market price for it, and forwarded tlio pro- 
ctH'ds to tlu< Commission. A.s we held this 
hard-earned money in our hands, wo felt 
that it was eon.Hecratcd— that tho lioly pur- 
po.se of these noble women ha<l imparted 
an uiiiio.st sucredue.s.s to it. 

A little girl not nine years old, with sweet 
and timiil gra<H', came into tho rooms of 
the ConiiniHstou, and laying a five dollar 
gold piece on our de.sk, half frightened, 
b)hl us iU history. “My uncle gave me 
tliat before the war, and I was going to 
keep it always; but ho 's got killed in tho 
army, and mother says now I may givo it 
to tho soldiers if 1 want to — and I’d like to 
do so. I don’t suppose it will buy much 
for thcm—will it ?” 

Wc led tlie child to tho storeroom, and 
proceedeil to shtjw' her how valuable her 
gift was, by pointing out what it would 
btij — so many cans of condensed milk, or 
so many bottle.s of alo, or pounAs of tea, or 
codfish, Ac. Her face brightened with 
pleasure. Rut when we explained to her 
that her five dollar gold piw'c was equal to 
seven dollars and a half in greenbacks, and 
told her how much comf«)rt we had been 
enabled to carry into a hospital with as 
small an amount of stores as th.at sum would 
purehiuse, she fairly danced for joy. “Oh, 
it will do lots of giHHl, won’t it?” And 
folding her liauds carncHtly before her, she 
begged in her charmingly modest way, 
“Please tell me soraethiug that you've 
seen in the hospitals.” narration of a 
few Umehing events, not such as would too 
severely sluH*k thi^ little creature, hut which 
plainly showed tho necessity of continued 
benevolence to the hospitals, filled her .sweet 
eyes with tears, and drew from her the re- 
solution “ to save all her money, and U» get 
all the girls to do so, to buy things for the 
wounded soldiers.” And away she flew, 
revulling in the luxury of doing good, and 
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happy in the formation of a good resolu- 
tion. 

A ragged little urchin, who thrustK hi« 
unkempt pate daily into the rooma. with 
the ahrill cry of “ Matches! matches!” liad 
stood watching the little girl, and liNtening 
to the talk. Ah she disapjHnircHl, he fum- 
bled in his ragged j>oeket, ami drew out a 
small handful of crumbled and koiIihI j>ostal 
currenev. “ Here,” said he, “ J*ll give you 
so much, for them ere siek fellers in the 
hospitals.” and ho put tifty-tive eeiits into 
our hand, all in five eent cum*noy. We 
hesitated. “ No, my l>oy, don’t give it. 
You’re a noble little hdlow, hut I’m afraid 
you ran’t iilTord to give w» niueh. You 
keep it, and I’ll give the fifty-five cents, or 
somebody else will.” 

** Oh, no,” he replied, “you keep it. 
P’raps I ain't so poor as yer think. My 
father, ho saws wood, and my mother, slie 
takes in wnshin’, and I sells matches — and 
p’rajKs we’ve got more money than yer think. 
Keej) it!” And he turned his dirty, but 
earnest face up to us with a most be.seech- 
ing look. “ Keep it— do!” 

We took tlie crumided currency — we for- 
got the dirty face aiul the tattered rap — we 
^ forgot that we called the little scamp a 
“ nuisance” every day for months, when he 
had made us fairly jump from our seat with 
his shrill, unexpected cry of “ Matches! 
matches!” and made a dive at him, to kis.s 
him. But lie was too quick for us, and 
darted out of the room, as if he had been 
shot. Ever since, when he njeeiH us, he 
g^ves us a wide berth, and walks off the 
sidewalk into the gutter, eyeing us with a 
Biispicious, sidelong glance, as though ho 
suspected we still meditated kissing inten- 
tions towards him. If we sj>eak to him, he 
Io<'ks at ns shyly, and ofi’ers no repl^'— -hut 
if we pjiss him witlioiit speaking, he chal- 
lenges us witli a honity “ halloo, yoti!” that 
brings us to a halt instantly. 

Had we space, we might continue similar 
namitions through half a dozen columns. 
AU who will, can do »omfthiu<f for our poor 
boys in hospitals. Tf it be little, “ mony a 
mickle makes a muckle” — ami if it be much, 
it will cause the hles.Hing of many ready to 
perish to come on the donor. But all can 
do 80MKTHIN0. “ Where there’s a will, 
there’s a way .” — From the New Covenant, 



NOTES ON NUUSING. 

CLEAXUNE8S OF JUKUtfS AND WATJA 

It cannot be necessary to tell a nurse that she 
should be clean, or that she should keep her 
patient clean, seeing that the great*-r part of 
nursing consists in preserving cleanliness. No 
ventilation can freshen a room or wnnl where 
the most scmpuloiiH cleanliness is not observi d. 
Unless the wind be blowing through the win- 
dows at the rate of twenty miles an hour, dusty 
carpets, dirty wainscots, musty curtains and 



furniture, will infallibly produce a close smelL 
I have lived in a Uirge and exj^ensively funiish- 
ed London house, where the only constant in- 
nmte in two very lofty r<K>mH. with opposite 
window s, was inyself, and yet, owing to iho 
above-uieiKioned <lirty circumstances, no open- 
ing of windows could ever keep those room.s 
free from cloH<*ness; hut the carjw^t and curtains 
having been turned out of the rooms altogether, 
they heeame instantly fts fresh as could l»e winb- 
ed. U is pure nonsense to say that in Lon<lon 
a room cannot be lo'pl clean. Mtuiy of our hos- 

J pitals show the exact reverse. 

I But no particle of dust is ever or can ever be 
removed or really got rid of by the pre.sent sys- 
tem of diiHting. Dusting in these days means 
nothing but fispping the dust from one part of 
a iwun oil to another with doors and w’lndovm 
closed What you do it for 1 cannot think. Yi>u 
hjul much lM't»er leave the dust alone, if you are 
not going to take it away altogether. For from 
the time a room l»egins to be a room up to the 
time when it cenHes to be one. no one atom of 
dust ever actually leaves its precincts Tidying 
a room means nothing now but removing a 
thing from one place, which it has kept clean 
for itself, on to another and a dirtier one. Flap- 
ping, by way of cleaning, is only admissible in 
the case of pictures, or any thing miwlc of paper. 
The only way I know to rnnoiy dust the plague 
of all lovers of fresh air, is to wipe every thing 
with a damp cloth. And all furniture ought to 
l>e HO made as tint it may l>c w’iped with a damp 
cloth without injury to itsc*lf. and so polished as 
that it may be- dam|>ed without injuiy to others. 
To dust, as it is now practised, truly means to 
distribute dust more equally over a room. 

As to ll<>ors, the* only reiiUy clean tloor I know 
is the Berlin htrkrrt*l floor, which is wet mhhod 
an«l dry rubbed every morning to remove the 
dust- llie French ^ytrquri is always more or 
less dusty, although infinitely superior, in punt 
of cloaulinesH an<l healthiness, to our absorl>ent 
floor. 

For a sick room, a carpet is j>erh^s the worst 
expedient which could l>y any jxissibility have 
been invented If you must laive a eaqiet, the 
only sjifety is to take it up two or three times a 
year, instead of once. A dirty carpet literally 
infects the room. And if you consider the 
enormous quantity of organic matter from tho 
feet of peo])le. coming in, which mu«t saturate 
it, this H by no means surprising. 

As for walls, the worst is the papered wall; 
the next worst is phistcr. But the plaster can 
he redeemed by freipient lime washing; tho 
paper re<piires frequent renewing. A glazed 
paper gets rid of u good di‘al of tho danger. 
But the onlinary hed-roora paper is all that it 
ought not to be. 

The clofM> conneetiou between ventilation and 
cleauline.ss is shown in this. An ordinary light 
)>apcr will last clean much longer if there is on 
Anmtt’s ventilator in the chimney than it uUier- 
wisp would. 

The best wall now extant is oil point. From 
this you can wash the animal exuva'. 

These an^ what make a room must)'. 

The best wall for a sick room or ward that 
could be made is pure white non-ahsorbent 
cement or glass, or glazed tiles, if they wore 
made slightly enough. 

Air can be soiled just like water. If you blow 
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into water yon will soil it with the animal mat- 
ter from your breath. *So it is with air. Air is 
always soiled in a room where walls and carpets 
are saturaterl with animal exhalations. 

Wimtof cleanliness, then, in rooms and wards, 
which you have to f|:aard against, may arise in 
three ways: 

1. Dirty air coming in from withont, soiled 
by sewer omauations, the evaporation frum dirty 
streets, smoke, bits of uubumt fuel, bits of 
straw, bits of horse dang. 

If |)et)ple would but cover the outside walls 
of their bouses with plain or encaustic tiles what 
an iucaleulablo improvement would thcTe be in 
light, cleanliness, dr>*ness, w'armth, and con- 
sequently economy. The play of a fire engine 
would then effectually wash the outside of a 
house. This kind of ro>iUing would .stand next 
to paving in improving the health of towns. 

Dirty air coming from within, from dust, 
which you often displace, but never remove. 
And this recalls what ought to be a stne tfim non. 
Have os few ledges in your room or ward as 
possible. And under no pretence have any 
ledge whatever out of sight Dust aceuranlates 
there, and will never be wii>ed off. This is a 
certain way to soil the air. Besides this, the 
animal exh)dations from your inmates saturate 
your furniture. And if you never clean your 
fnmitnro properly, how can your rooms or 
wards Ik? anything but musty? Ventilate os 
yon please, the rooms will never be sweet. Be- 
sides this, there is a constant dfjjrfuUtiion, as it 
ie called, taking place from everything except 
polished or glazed articles -a j., in coloring 
certain green papers arsenic is msecL Now in 
the very dust even, which is lying about in 
rooms hung with this kind of groon paper, arse- 
nic has been distinctly detected- You see youp 
dust is anything but harmless; yet you will let 
such dust lie about your ledges for months, 
your rooms for ever. 

Again, the hro fills the room with coal-dust 

3. Dirty air coming from the carpet Above 
all, take care of the carpets, that the animal 
dirt left there by the feet of visitors does not 
stay there. Floors, unless the grain is filled 
up and polished, are just as ba<i The smell 
from the floor of a school-room or ward, when 
any moisture brings out the organic matter by 
which it is saturated, might alone bo enough to 
warn us of the mischief tliat is going on. 

The outer air, then, can only bo kept clean 
by sanitary improvements, and by consuming 
the smoke. The expense in soap, which this 
single improvement would save, is quite incal- 
culable. 

The inside air can only be kept clean by ex- 
cessive core in the ways mentioned above — to 
rid the walls, carpets, furniture, ledges, Ac., of 
the organic matter and dust—dust consisting 
neatly of this orgioiic matter — with which they 
become saturated, and which is what really 
makes the room musty. 

Without cleanliness, you cannot have oU the 
effect of ventilation; without ventilation, you 
can have no thorough cleanliness. 

Verv few people, be they of what class they 
may, have any idea of the exauisito cleanliness 
required in the sick-room. For much of w^t 
I have said applies Iciw to the hospital than to 
the private sick room. The smoky chimney, 
the dusty fumiture. the utensils emptied but 



once a day, often keep the air of the sick room 
constantly dirty in the best private houses. 

The well have a curious habit of forgetting 
that what is to them but a trifling inconven- 
ience, to bo patiently “put up” with, is to the 
sick room a source of suftering, delaying recov- 
er)', if not actually hastening death. Tlio well 
arc scarcely ever more than eight hours, at most, 
in the same room. Some change they can al- 
ways make, if only for a few minutes. Kvon 
during the supposed eight hours, the^' can 
change their posture or their position in the 
room. But the sick man %bo never leaves bis 
bed, who cannot change by any movement of 
his own his air. or his lights or his warmth; 
who cannot obtain quiet, or get out of the 
smoke, or the smt‘11, or the dust; he is really 
poisoned or depressed by what is to you the 
merest trifle. 

“What can’t bo cured must bo endured,” is 
the very worst and most dangerous maxim for 
a nurse which ever was made. Patience and 
resignation in her are but other words for care- 
lessness or indifference— contemptible, if in re- 
gard to herself; culpable, if in regard for the 
sick. 

PEBSONAIi ClX.\XUN'ER8. 

In almost all diseases, the function of the 
skin is, more or less, disordered; and in mauv 
most important diseaaes nature relieves herself 
almost entirely by the skin. This is particular- 
ly the case with children. But the excretion, 
which comes from the skin, is left there, unless 
removed by washing or by the clothes. Every 
nurse should keep this fact constantly in mind — 
for, if she allow ner sick to remain nnwashed, 
or tlicir clothing to remain on them after being 
saturated with perspiration or other excretion, 
she is interfering injuriously with the natural 
processes of health just as effectually as if she 
were to give the patient a dose of slow poison by 
the mouth. Poisoning by the skin is no less cer- 
tain than poisoning uy the mouth — only it is 
slower in its ojieration. 

The amount of relief and comfort experienced 
by sick after the skin has been carefully wash- 
ed and dried, is one of the commonest observa- 
tions made at a sick bed. But it must not bo 
forgotten that the comfort and relief so obt.iined 
are not all. They are. in fact nothing more than 
a sign that the vital powers have been relieved 
by removing something that wa.s oppressing 
them. The nurse, therefore, must never put 
off attending to the personal cleanlincKs of her 
patient under the plea that all that is to be 
gained is a little relief, which can bo quite as 
well given later. 

In all well-regulated hospitals this ought to 
be, and generally is, attended to. But it is very 
generally neglected with private sick. 

Just as it is necessary to renew the air round 
a sick person frequently, to carry’ off morbid 
effluvia from the lungs and skin, by maintain- 
ing free ventilation, so it is necessary to keep 
the pores of the skin free from all obstructing 
excretions. The object, both of ventilation and 
of skin-cleanliness, is pretty much the same— to 
wit, removing noxious matter from the system 
as rapidly os possible. 

Care shoula be taken in all these operatioag 
of sponging, washing, and cleansing the skin, 
not to expose too great a surface at once, so as 
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to ch^M’k the perspiration, which would renew 
the evil in another form. 

The various ways of waahin^ the aiok need 
not here l>o 8{>oi'ified —the iewi ho oh the doctors 
ont*ht to Ray which in to be URCtL 

In m>vemi forms of diarrhea, dysentery, 
where the skin is hard and harsh, the rtdief af- 
forded by wnshiuR with a ^»rcat deal of soft soap 
is incalculable. In other ciu«vi, sponfjin" with 
tepid soap and water, then with tepid water and 
dryinj? with a hot towel will be orden'd. 

Every nurse ousrht to bo careful to w*osh her 
hands very frecjuently during the day. If her 
face too, so much the bettor. 

Chie word as to cleanliness merely as clean- 
liness. 

Compare the dirtiness of the water in which 
you have washed when it is cold without soap, 
cold with soap, hot with soap. You will fiml 
the first has hanlly rein<>ve<i any dirt at all, the 
second a little more, the third a great d«*al more. 
But hold your hand over a cup of hot water for 
a minuU? or two, and then, by merely rubbing 
■with the finger, you will bring off dakes of dirt 
or dirty skin. After a vapor bath you may peel 
your whole self clean in this way. What I mean 
is. that by simply wa.shing or sponging with water 
you do not really clean your skin. Take a 
rough towel, dip one comer in verj' hot water — 
if a little spirit be added to it it will be more 
effeetuid—ond then rub as if you were rubbing 
the towel into your skin with yt>nr fingers. The 
black dskea which will come off will convince 
you that you wore not clean before, however 
mneh soap and water you have u.se»L These 
flakes are what require removing. And yon cAn 
really keep yonrstif cleaner with a tumbler of 
hot water and a rough tow’ol and rubbing, than 
with a whole apparatus of bath and soap and 
sponge, without rubbing. It is quite nousensa 
to say that anyluxly need be dirty. I'ationts have 
been kept as clean by thoao means on a long 
voyage, when a basin full of water could not be 
afforded, and when they could not be moved 
out of ther berths, as if all the appurtenances of 
home had been at hand. 

Washing, however, with a largo quantity of 
water has qnito other effects than those of mere 
cleaulineas. The skin absorbs the water and 
becomes softer and more porspirablo. To wo-sh 
with soap and soft water is, therefore, desirable 
from other points of view than that of clean- 
liness. 

CUAlTEniNO HOPES ADVTCKS. 

The sick man to his wlvisers. 

“ My oilvisersl Their name is legion. • • • 
Somehow or other, it seems a provision of the 
universal destinies, that every man, woman and 
child should consider him, her. or itself privi- 
leged CRpi‘cially to advise mo. Why? That is pre- 
cisely what I want to know.'* And this is what 
I have to say to them. 1 have been advised to go 
to every place extant in and out of England — 
to take every kind of exorcise by every kind of 
cart.carriage— yes. and even swing (!)and dumb- 
bell (!) in existence ; to imbil^e every tlifferent 
kind of stinmlant that ever has l>eon invenbni. 
And this when those btst fitted to know, viz., 
medical men. after long and close attendance, 
hail declared any journey out of the question, 
bad prohibited any kind of motion whatever, 
had dosely laid down the diet and drink. What 
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would my oilvifiors say, were thoy the medical 
attendants, and I the Tiaticnt left their advice, 
an<l took the casual adviser’s ? But the singu- 
larity in Legion's mind is this: it never occurs 
to him that ev«>rybody else is doing the same 
thing, and that I the patient u\hM perforce say, 
in sheer self-defence, like llosalind, “I conld 
not do with alL” 

“Chattering Hopes*’ may Heem an odd head- 
ing. But I really believe there is scarcely a 
greater worry which invalids have to endure 
tluui the incurable hopes of their friends. There 
is no one practice against which I can six^ak more 
strongly from actual personal experience, wide 
and long, of its effects daring sickness, observed 
both upon others and upon mvself. I would 
apjical most seriously to all friends, visil<>rB, 
uuil attendants of the sick to leave off this pnwv 
tice of attempting to cheer” the Hick by mak- 
ing light of their danger and by exogg^r^ring 
their probabilities of recovery. 

Far more now than formerly does the medical 
attendant tell the truth to the sick who are 
really desirous to hear it about their own state. 

How intense is the folly, then, to say the 
of it, of the friend, Iw he even a medical 
miui, who thinks that his opinion, given after 
a cursory observation, will weigh with the pa- 
tient. agiduHt the opinion of the medical atten- 
tlaut, given, perhaps, after yenra of observation, 
after nsing every help to diagnosis afforded by 
the stethoscope, the examination of pulse, 
tongue, Ac. ; and certainly after much more 
observation than the friend can possiUy have 
hmi 

Supposing the patient to be possessed of com- 
mon sense, how cun the “ favorable” opinion, 
if it is to be called an opinion at all, of the 
casual visitor ** cheer” him, when different from 
that of the experienced attendant? Unques- 
tionably the latter may, and often docs, turn 
out to be wrong. But which is most likely to 
be wrong? 

The foci is, that the patient is not " cheered” 
at all b}' these well-meaning, most tiresome 
friends. On the contrary, he is depressed and 
wearied. If. on tlie one hand, he exerts himself 
to tell each succeiMiivo meml>er of this too num- 
erous conspiracy, whose name is legion, why 
he does not think as they do— in what respect 
he is worse - what symptoms exist that they 
know nothing of— he is fatigued instead of 
“ cheereil,’* and his attention is fixed upon him- 
self. In general, patients who are reiuly ill do 
not want to tdk about themselves. Hyp»K*hon- 
driocs do, but again I say we are not on the 
subject of h)*poch(indriao«. 

If, on the other hand, and which is much 
more frequently the case, the patient says no- 
thing, but the Shake.spearian “Oh I” “Ah!” 
“Go to!" and “In good sooth!” in order to 
escape from the conversation about himself tho 
sooner, he is depressed by want of sympathy. 
Ho feels isolated in tho midst of friends, lie 
feels what a convenience it would he, if there 
were any single person to whom he could speak 
simply and mwnly. without pulling the stnng 
upon himself of this shower-bath of silly bo{>e8 
and oncouragomonts; to whom he could express 
bis wishes and directions without that person 
persisting in saying. “I hope that it will please 
God yet to give you twenty years," or, “You 
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have a long life of activity before you,” llow 
often wo SCO at the end of biograpbiea, or of 
cases recr>rded in medical papers. after a long 
illness A. die<l rather suddenly,” or, "unexpect- 
edly both to himself and to others. ” "Unex- 
pectedly” to others, perhaps, who did not see, 
Deciuise they did not look; bnt by no tneana 
"unexpectedly to himself." as I feel entitled to 
believe, both from the internal evidence in such 
stories, and from watching similar coses; there 
was every reason to ©xncot that A. would die, 
and he knew it; but he found it useless to insist 
upon his own knowledge to bis friends. 

In these remarks I am alluding neither to 
acute Ciisea which terminate rapidly nor to 
" nervous” coses. 

By the first, much interest in their own dan- 
ger is very rarely felt. In writings of fiction, 
whether novels or biographies, these death-beds 
are generally depict^ ns almost scniphic in 
lucidity of intelligence. Sadly large has been 
my exj>erienc8 in death-be«ls, and I can only 
say that I have seldom or never seen sui'b. In- 
difference, excepting with regard to bodily suf- 
fering. or to some duty the dying man desires 
to perform, is the far more usual state. 

Tlie "nervous case,” on the other hand, 
delights in figuring to himself and others a 
fictitious danger. 

But the long chrome case, who knows too 
well himself, and who has been told by bis 
physician that be will never enter active life 
again, who fwds that every month he ha« to give 
up something he could do the month before- 
on f spare such sufferers your chattering hopes. 
Too do not know how you worry and w'eary 
them. Such real sufferers cannot beur to talk 
of them.selves. still less to hope for what they 
cannot at all expect. 

So also as to all the advice showered so pro- 
fusely upon such sick, to leave off some occu- 
pation, to try some other doctor, some other 
Louse, climate, pill, powder, or specific; I say 
nothing of the inconsistency— for these nd^^sers 
are sure to be the same persons who exhorted 
the sick man not to believe his own doctor's 
prognostics, because "doctors are always mis- 
taken," but to believe some other doctor, be- 
cause " this doctor is always right” Sure also 
are these advisers to be the persons to bring the 
sick man fresh occupation, while exhorting him 
to leave his own. 

Wonderful is the face with which Crieuds, lay 
and medical, will come in and worry the patient 
with recommendations to do something or other, 
having just as little knowleilgo as to its being 
feasible, or even safe for him, as if they were to 
recommend a man to take exercise, not knowing 
he ha<l broken his leg. What would the friend 
say. if he w<‘re the medical attendant, and if the 
potent, because some other friend had come in, 
Dccauso somebody, anybody, nobody, had re- 
commended something, anything, nothing, were 
to disregard hia orders, and take that other body's 
recommendation? But people never think of 
this. 

To mo these commonplaces, leaving their 
smear upon the cheerful, siuglo-hearted, con- 
stant devotion to duty, w'hich is so often seen 
in the decline of such sufferers, recall the slimy 
trail left by the snail on the sunny anthem 
garden- wall loaded with frnit — Mias A»g4/m- 
g<iU. 
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OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
l.W. To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any cUnms for pensions, pay, 
or bounty etc., icithtnit cost to the claimant. 

2d. to protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from imjtosture and fraud. 

Zd. To prevent false claims from being 
maile against the Guremment. 

4/A. 7b give gvatuitous advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
lies needing it. 



THE MEBOAHTILE MAHIHE 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 
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Assets over $1,400,000. 
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the office of RATIIBONF; BROTl’lEte * CO., lirerpool, If 
doAlred. 

f*srti«A efff^lng Insurance at this office mij partleipatt 
In the scrip diridrodof proflts, or rectlre ao equlralent 
cash discount, at their own option. 

The risk of war corere»i at the lowest current rates. 

ELLWOOD WALTER, Pres’t 
CHAa NEWCOMB, Vioo-Prea't 
C. J. Destaeo, Secretary. 
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THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 

Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, 1661. in accordance with the rocommen* 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi- 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 

H. W. BoIIowh, D.IX. N>w York. 

A. lY Tisi he, WH.'jhington, D. 0. 

F. L. 01nmU'<l, ('alifomia, 

George T. Stnmg, £sq., New York, 

Elif^ba Harris, New York. 

W. IL Van Rarcn, il.I)., Now York. 

A. E. Shimn, U. H. A. 

It. 0. Wood, -Gen’l U. K. A. 

Wolcott GiV»bN, M. D. , New York. 

S. O. Howe, M.D., Itasfon, Mfws. 

C. K. A4fH6w. M.D., New York. 

J. S. Nowherry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

ItL Itt-v. T. M. Clarke, IVovidence, It. I. 

Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Murk Skinner, Chicago, lU. 

Hon. Jc^f^eph Holt, Washington. D. C, 

Horace Binney, Jr., PhilH<lelphia. Penn. 

Rev. J. H. Heywood, Loniarillc. Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, BoMton, Ma.ss. 

Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia. Penn. 
C. J. StilU. 

Ezra B, McCagg, Chicago, 111. 

orFXCZBs: ' 

H. W. Bellow^ D.D., Preeident. 

A. D. Bftchc, LL.D^ Vice-President. 

George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins. M.D., General Secretary. 

J. 8. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 

fTTANDCfO COMMTTTZZ. 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 

George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Bnren, M.D. 

Wolcott Gibbs, H.D. 

C. B. Agnow, M.D. 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary Commlulon has made arrangements 
for supplying informstloii gratuitously, with regard to 
pattents In all the United States Oenerai Hospital. 

For information relstivn to patients In the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England State*. Eai^ 
era Virginia, Maryland. District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South CsiroUna. Florida and Loulalana, address 
**Offlc« of Sanitary Commission, Wsshlngton, D. C." 

For the Hospitals in Ponnsyivania, address Office of 
Sanitary Commlaaion, No. 1,307 Chostoat Street, Phlla> 
delphla.'* 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana. 
HlJnolB, Missouri, Iowa, KentucW. Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi. and Arkansas, address "Office Sanlta^ Com- 
nilssion. Louisville, Ky." 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person InqxUred for should be given, and where he 
was when last hoard from. If the appUcatloD la by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail ; if in person. 
It wW be answertd at once ; or If by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the mqalrer'a 
expense. 

4^ Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectnallT than by frequently and widely diaaemioatlng 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
In the army. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Ranitary CommiHsion, under special author- 
ity of the President of the Uiiitetl Rtates, maintnins 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
safe coDveyanen to, and distriimtion of, goods put 
in its charge fur the aick and wounde<l at pomte 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
equal caru and generosity at all points— at Now Or- 
leans and at Wa.'^hington, boforo Charleston and at 
Chattanooga— its dislributions being governed by a 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots,, to which anxiliary 
societies, and all disposed to aid the sick ana 
wounded, without reference to Statos or localities, 
but simply to thoir relative neceasity for assist- 
ance, are mvited to send their ofTerings: 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street^ Boston, Mass. 

SanitaiT Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Hanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Cliestiiut Street, Philadelphia. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore. Md. 

Haiiitarv ^mmission, Brancn Depot, comer Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 93 
Bank Rtroot. Clovolaud, O. 

Sanitary Gimmission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chica^o^ III. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 9 Ad- 
am's Block, Buffalo, Now York. 

Sauitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 30 4ih 
Street^ Pittsburg, Ponn. 

Salutary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 39 Lar- 
no<l Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Colambna. 
Ohio. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
LonisvUlo, Ky. 

The Commission receives no peonniarr aid what- 
ever from the Oovoramont, and is wholly dopend- 
eut on the voluntary contributions of the pulmc for 
the means of sustaining its operations, contriba- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 
68 WaU Street, N. Y. 



REUEF DEPARTMENT. 

Oeoeral Superintendent. Bev. F. N. Knapp, Washi^ 
ton. D. C. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott 

Soldiers' Home, near Baltimore Bailroad Depot, Waab- 
ington, D. 0. 

Soldier's Lodge. 79 Kingston Street Boston. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street between 13th and 14ih Stiesta, 

Lodge No. 6, Maryland Avenue, near Bailroad Statl<»i, 

Nurses' Home, Washington, D. 0. 

Soldiers' Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati. Ohio— Cot O. W. D. Andrews, Bop’t 

Soldiers* Home, Cairo, IIL— N. Shipman, Sup't and 
Belief Agent. 

Soidiors’ Home, Louisville. Ky.— James Malona, Sup't. 
James Morton, Special Belief Agent 

Soldiers* Home, MaahvlUo, Tonn.— L. Crane, Snp't and 
Belief Agent. 

Soldiers' Home, Columbus, Ohio ■ — ■ , Sup't 

Soldiers' Home, Cleveland Ohio— Clark Warren, 8up*t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers' Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.— O.W. 
Christy, Sup't and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers' Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.— T. Way, Snp't 

AOBHOT rom psxaxom. 

WiUlsm F. Bssoom, Fensioo Agent Washington, P. O 

BOSPZTAX. CABS. 

Between Washington and New York— SoL Ahdrewn, 
M. D-. Surgeon In charge. 

Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 

Between LonlsvUle and Murfrwboro*— &. J. P. Bar- 
ntim, Burgeon In charge. 

aAJIXTAnT STKAMXm. 

CiunberlKid Blvsr-Nsw Ponlaitb. 
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FRED’C S. OOZZENS, 

WliE MEiONAiT 

73 f§*arren Street^ JVetc 

(Opposite HudsoQ River R. R. Depot,) 



iXD 

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, Washington, D. C., 

(Two doors from Willard’s.) 

Ixnijorteca. "Wines, Brandies, dfco., 

or TUB PTRr,8T QrAMTT, FOR 



MEDICINAL AND SANITARY PURPOSES, 

Such as arc extensively used in the 

UNITED STATES HOSPITALS 

^nd by the SAJ^ITARY COMiMISSION. 
ALSO, AMERICAN WINES OF THE HIGHEST GRADES. 

Sole Agent in New York and Washington for 

Longworth’s Sparkling and Still Catawba Wine, 
Brandies, etc., etc. 




Adapted to every branch of business. 



MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 

E. & T. FAIRBANKS h CO., St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 

PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 

FAIRBANKS A CO. No. 252 Broadway, New Tork. 

FAIRBANKS & BROWN No. 118 Milk Street. Boston. 

FAIRBANKS, ORBBNtjBAP & CO., No. 172 l.ake Street, Chioago. 
FAIRBANKS & BWINO, Masonic Hall. Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS & CO, No. 246 Baltimore Street, B^ttmore. 

Descriptive circulars furnished or mi.iled to any address, on applicalion to either of 
the above. 
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OT<"FICE OF THE 

®0lumbimi (^lnri«0) 
COMPANY, 

CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 

CASH CAPITAL, • Si, 000, 000. 



From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Tear, ending December 31, 1863. 



Total Amount of A.'v'iets, January 1, 1864 $3,140,930 80 

Total Amount of Premiums 3,252,2.56 76 

E.'ccesji of Eanied Premiums over Losses, &c 1,131,063 33 

Reserve for Estimate Claim.s Unadjusted and other Contin,rencic.s 441,206 49 

Guaranteed Ca.sli Dividend to Dealers, (holdiuK ecrtifieates of same) on 
I’aid Premiuims Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Acerued 

or not 269,614 80 

Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums 15 per cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders 26 per cent. 



LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Sisks on which the Premimn is paid in like Currency. 



DEAXiCRS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
8i(Tnitic*il at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RKTURNS IX GASH, (guaranteed by certiticate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or uot, upon all new risks under the XEW 
YORK FORM OF FOLICY, as follows: 



1st. Tpon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 
3d. UjKin TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, aud upon VOYAGE and TIME Risku 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 



Such privilege, however, l>eing conOned to persons aud firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned aud paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one humlred dollars. 



DIRECTORS 



EDWARD ROWK, 
DANIEI. W. IA)RD, 
GEOROE MILN, 

JOHN ATKINSON, 

THOc*. A. C. COCHRANE, 
WM. n. HAI^SEY, 

THOS. B.\RKON, 

ROIAND 0. MrrcHEix, 
ALBERT 0. LEE. 
GEORGE P. DEiAUON, 

O L. NIMS, 



M. F. MKRICK, 

W'M B. OGI«N, 
JOHN ARM>TRONO, 
B C. MORRIS, 
ANDREW J. RICH, 
DAN’L W. TEU.KR, 
JOHN D. BATi-S, Jr., 
CHARIES HJCKOX, 
ROBERT BOWNB, 
LAWRENCE MVERS, 
S. N, DERRICK, 



THOS. LORD, Vice President. 



M0S&; UERICK, 

DAVID J. ELY, 

JoeWH MORRISON, 

WM. H. POPHAM, 

B. C. MORRIS, Jr., 

E7JIA NYE, 

HENRY J. CAUMANN, 

THOMAS LORD. 

ROBERT 8. HOLT, 

J. B. GRlfTIN. 

B. C. MORRIS, President. 



WM. M. WHITNEY, 2d Vioo-Proiiideiit and Secretary. 
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NORTH AMERICAN 

Fire Insurance Company, 

IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 



OFFIC E, No. 114 BROADWAY. 



IN^CORPORA^TT^.D 1823. 



CASH CAPITALjMay 1, 
AND SURPLUS, ( 18G4, 



$675,0 14 1 3. 



ASSETS: 



Ijoans on Bond and ^[orfprafre, beinfj first lion on Roal Estate, 

worth over Fifty per cent, above the amount loaned $173,160 00 

Stocks, Bonds and other Securities owned by tlio Company, mar- 
ket value 365.060 00 

Ca.sh in Bank and Olficc 21,232 15 

Loan.-i on demand with collaterals 71,400 00 

Premiums due and outstanding 3,820 81 

Cush in Agents’ hands in cour.se of transmission [bu.sines.s of April 

received] 13,491 57 

Interest accrued on Securities 21,684 60 

Other Property of Company l,2t 5 00 



$675,014 13 

Losses unadjusted $10,500 00 



Ineures Properly against Loss or Damage by Fire at usual rates, 
ami returns three-fourths of the net Prolits, each year, to the As- 
sured. 

Policies Issued and Los.ses paid at the Ofiice of the Compaii}-, or at 
its various Agencies in the principal cities in the United States. 

JAMES W. OTIS, President. 

R. W. BlallElCKRR, Secretary. 

R. F. MASON, Sup’t Agencies. 
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The Saxitaby Cowibsiox DrLLEnx i* pnfilished 
on Ute JirM arul Ji/teenih of every motdh^ and aa ii 
hna a circMi<i/MW», gratuUona or other ^ of aboze 14,000 
eopiej, it ojfera an uwisually valuabie medium for 
adveriiaing. 

AU comiiMnicationa mtiat be addresaetl to the E(U 
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LE^N ia nnceriaitiy depending on that of the i/vir, 
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to anch conirP>utor during the remainder of (he cur- 
ren/ year, unleaa ita publico/icm be sooner dtaecm- 
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SHERMAN'S DEPARTMENT. 

AFFAIRS AT CHATTANOOOA. 

Dr. Bead reports to Dr. Newberry, from 
Chattanooga, June 12: 

For n long time events have so crowded 
upon each other, in this department, and 
my work has been of such a miscellaneous 
character, that it has been impossible for 
mo to give you any detailed statement of 
that part of the work especially under my 
observation. 

A brief allusion to the more prominent 
occnrrences of the post, and to the lessons 
they seem to tench, would, perhaps, be all 
you would care to read during the stirring 
events of tlie present. 

During the spring and summer of 1S63, 
the Commissary’s Department and the 
Commission furnished a largo supply of 
vegetables to the soldiers in the field, and 
when in midsummer the army advanced 
from Murfreesljoro’, the men were in good 
condition, and though the long march to 
Chattanooga was a tedious one, over moun- 
tain roads, it was through a country where 
green com, potatoes, fruits and berries 
were comparatively abundant. 

In getting into Chattanooga, our army 
met the rebels in overwhelming numbers on 
the bloody field of Chicknmanga, and 
though they retired from the battle-field, 
they won, at a terrible loss, a substantial 
victory, and Chattanooga was firmly held. 

But onr army there was really besieged; 
the soldiers there, to a great extent, had 
lost their clothing, tents, and blankets. 
The means of transportation were so limit- 
ed, that the loss could not bo supplied. 
During the cold wet weather that followed 
after, fences,shado trees, and all 8]>are build- 
ings were consumed. Comp fires were very 
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rarely kimUod, either for wurmth or tor cook- 
ing, on account of the wnt of wood. 

The severely wounded were returned 
here in crowded hosjiitals, sparingly pro- 
vidi d with the articles of diet, clothing, 
etc., which such men need, although every 
available means was employed to get stores 
through from Stevenson, and the hospibds 
were much belter supplied, than any other 
part of the army. I was enablisl to get 
tliough a large supply of condensed milk, 
an article, in such an emergency, of ine.s- 
timable value, used freely in tea and eofloe, 
as a dre.ssing for toast and rice, and for 
making milk punches; it alone I have no 
doubt, saved hundreds of lives, and this 
wa.s the to.stimony of all the surgeons whom 
I heard speak of it. 

In the meantime our brave .soldiers have 
exhibited the highest types of heroism. 
Inade.piati'ly clothed, many without blank- 
ets, with leaking tents, or none at all, on 
half and quarter rations, of the current 
articlesof diet alone; their i>itiful allowance 
of hard tack, frequently wet and mouldy, 
gathering from the streets the scattering 
grains of com “to parch,” and thus eke 
out their scanty allowance; encamped in a 
sea of mud, expo.sed to the constant fall 
rains without fire; their encampments a 
daily target for the enemy's shells, their 
oonfideucc in their cause, and in their com- 
mamler wius unshaken, and the determina- 
tion to endure this and more, ns long ns it 
might bo necessary, was universal. Tn 
riding through the camps complaints and 
murmnrings were unheard, and I doubt not 
had the vote of the soldicr.s been taken, in 
the mo.st untoward circumstances, tlie de- 
cision would have been nearly, or quite 
unanimous, “ to die in Chatbinooga, rather 
than abandon it.” 

The deliverance for which tliey waited, 
came in the series of brilliant battles in 
November, with such a lo.ss ns was of 
course inevitable; and our hospitals were 
again crowded with wounded. Communi- 
cation was opened by river and by railroad, 
nnd the stores accumulated at Stevenson, 
Nashville, etc., were brought forward in 
abundance. 

The hospitals were all supplied with all 
articles of necessity and luxury, yet the per 
centage of deaths from hospital was much 



greater than after the battle of Chicka- 
mauga. 

After the battles of Chattanooga, the 
want of .all means of transportation render- 
ed another period of repose inevitable for 
that part of the army which was confronting 
the rebel Oen. Johnson, nnd an effort was 
made to vary the hard fare of the soldiers 
by the adilition of potatoes, onions, pick- 
les, etc. 

Never before in this department were so 
large amounts of tlic.se articles distributed 
by our C'ommi.ssion ; nnd they were made 
to reach the entire army. Larger quanti- 
ties than are ordinarily issued were for- 
warded by the commissarie.s; and now 
when airtive operations are resumeil, and our 
hospitals are again crowded with wounded, 
a marked change in the physical condition 
of the men is apparent Patients are rap- 
idly rwovering from wounds now, who 
wounded in like manner, in the liattles of 
November„would certainly have died. 

THE LESSON OP EIPEIUESCE. 

The lesson it seems to me, we should 
learn from this, is one which has often 
been urged by the Commission, and cannot 
be repeat'd too often, “ that the time to 
care for our wounded, is before they are 
wounded” — the time to care for wounds, is 
before they are made. This can only bo 
done by a constant and liberal issue of 
vegetable food to the men in the field, and 
to be effectually done, nnd at the least ex- 
pense, shotUd never bo deferred imtil the 
appearance of scurvy admonishes us that 
our work has been neglected. 

It seems to me also, that during these 
periodic seasons of repose, wo should accu- 
mulate larger supplies of “ battle-stores,*' 
at the extreme front, or at the nearest 
place to the front where they will be safe. 

The greater part of the stores which are 
of special ncces.sity, during battles, and im- 
mediately after them, such as milk, beef 
tea, stimulants, shirts, drawers, rags, band- 
ages, compresses, sheets, pillows, pads, 
arm-slings, etc., will keep nn indefinite 
length of time, and it would be a great 
relief at all times, to those of ns at the 
front, if we could feel that from the accu- 
miUation of these stores here, a rebel raid, 
the failure of a bridge, a military necessity, 
requiring all the transportation in the rear 
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for iliiyn or weeks, for troops, equipages, mu- 
nitions or forage,'wouIJ not deprive us of tlie 
power of uidiug the wounded. The inU rrup- 
tion of transportation tor tlie past week, by 
the failure of a briilge, has seriously emViar- 
ra.ssed us, by making it impo.ssible to re- 
ceive stores, which we are exceedingly 
anxious to ship to the front, where they are 
greatly nee<led, and which we could readily 
push forward at any time from this point 
THE KEXD AT CIIICKAXIAUGA. 

After the extraordinary demand upon our 
stories and time, incident to the battles of 
November, hud somewhat diminished, an 
inquiry was received with regard to an 
ofllei'r of a Missouri Itegimeut, who was 
supposed to have fallen on the batUe-field 
of Chickamauga, accompauied by an ur- 
gent request from his father, a resident of 
New Jersey, that hLs fate bo ascertained, 
anil his body recovered, if possible. The 
task at first seemed a hopeless one, but 
after a little time such information was ob- 
tained as renderetl success probable, and 
an exjiedition was started for the battle- 
field under command of Capt. Barber, of 
the Ohio Sharp shooters, and an escort of 
his men. The Captain was also instructed 
by Gen. Thomas to bury any of our dead 
who might be found on the field, and make 
report on his return to the headquarters of 
the department. The expedition was suc- 
cessful, the body sought for found, and 
clearly identified, and is now deposited in 
the National Cemetery hero. 

But so many of our dead were found en- 
tirely unburied, and the work of previous 
burial parties so imperfectly done, (the 
rains having washed away the scanty cov- 
erings of earth, so that hands, feet, and 
skulls protruded from almost every grave, ) 
that the Captain concluded not to attempt 
to finish the work, and returned on the 
second day, and made report of the condi- 
tion of the field. This report induced the 
General Commanding to issue his onler to 
Capt. Barber, to take the greater part of 
his command, proceed to the battle-field, 
encamp there, and continue his work until 
all the dead were buried. What I had seen 
on the previous expedition induced mo to 
accompany this, to work with the Captain, 
and as far as possible identify the remains 
of the fallen, mark their resting places, and 



save for the frh nds all personal mementoes 
that could be gathered up. During the 
fifteen days spent upon the field, between 
800 and 000 of our dead were buried; some 
hiwl never been buried, and part had been 
imperfectly buried by our own men after 
the battles of November. The only in- 
stance indicating that the rebels had buried 
any of our dead, was, where the men were 
found buried in one grave, all shot in the 
head, a strap buckled around the arm of 
one and the legs of another tied together 
with a strap. It was evident they had been 
shot after they were captured. 

The whole battle field was carefully pa- 
trolled by Capt. Barber’s men, a grave dug 
for each soldier, his remains earefuUy de- 
posited and covered, and when by a care- 
ful examination of clothing, contents of 
pockets, or in any other way the identity 
of the body could be asceitained, the grave 
was marked with his name. 

The in.scription on the head-boards and 
the location of the graves of all who were 
buried by our men during the battle, 
or from the rebel hosiutals, were also eare- 
fully noted, and the bodies of many have 
been thus reeovereil and forwarded to their 
friends through this office. 

One instance will illustrate the nature of 
this work: Two miles south of Crawfish 
Springs wo found the body of a man whoso 
clothing indicated that he was a Union offi- 
cer, a Lieutenant or Captain, ns indicated 
by his coat; an artillery or cavalry' officer, 
as indicated by his pants. Near him was 
found a private soldier, with a sutler’s 
check of the 4th Oliio Cavalry in his pock- 
et. A large number of the officer’s teeth 
had been filled with gold. As these were 
loose in the jaws, only the skeleton and 
clothing remaining, they were taken, with 
a de.scription of the light color of hair and 
every particular which could identify the 
remains. Upon our return to Chattanoo- 
ga, I ascertained that Chaplain Van Homo 
had received a letter of inquiry from the 

mother of Lieut. , 4th Ohio Cavalry, 

who was supposed to have fallen in the 
neighborhood where this body was found. 

A minute description was returned, and in 
response a friend of the decca.sed comes 

down from and clearly identifies the 

remains, and takes them to the mother. 
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Others were also identified, and many 
preserved mementoes gathered up which 
were sent to the Cleveland Fair, to bo de- 
livered to friends, if found. 

During tlio first occupation of this place 
there was no general system of burials, 
and the dead were deposited in scattered 
groups, graves imperfectly marked, or not 
marked at all, and no general register kept 
any where. All this is now changed. A 
most desirable location has been selected 
for a National Cemetry, which has been 
placed in charge of Chaplain Van He>rne, 
specially dchtiled by Gen. Thomas for that 
duty; the grounds are being regularly and 
beautifully laid out, with streets and ave- 
nues, the whole surrounded by a substan- 
tial stone wall, now nearly completed, the 
summit of the hill to be crowned by a suit- 
able monument, and the whole of the 
grounds to be filled with ornamental trees 
and shrubs, at the projwr season. A com- 
plete register of all burials is now kept, 
and every possible precaution taken to se- 
cure absolute accuracy. 

The frequent loss of hospital records 
after the battle of Chickamnuga, and the 
fact that there were many Division Hos- 
pitals at the post which did not report to 
the Medical Director, induced us to keep 
at our office a regisU^r of all hospital cases 
here, and adding to it so far as we could a 
record of all deaths in regimental hospitals 
and of the killed in action. This has been 
of so much service to us in answering special 
inquiries from the Hospital Directory, and 
from friends at home, that we have felt 
compelled to continue it, and keep at the 
office a full register of all patients at this 
post. We add to it also the location of all 
graves, ns far ns we can, from the regular 
reports, and from copies of the iiiecriptions 
of all head boards of scattered graves. 

M.eil. M.^TTERH. 

The detention of letters and papers in 
the post office here directed to soldiers and 
commanding officers of companies has been 
a great evil, and cannot be avoided, nnless 
all will learn to prepny /ully all mail mat- 
ter sent to soldiers in the field, or unless 
some one will pay the daily postage on the 
packages underpaid. The letters to sol- 
diers are usually from friends at home,and 
the failure to receive them fre<iucntly pre- 



vents the soldier from writing home. The 
packages to officers of companies very often 
contain descriptive rolls and discharge pa- 
pers, and great loss and annoyance must 
frequently occur from their detention. 
Under your instructions I have already 
paid the postage on G,i;iO letters and pack- 
ages, which would otherwise have Iwen de- 
tained, the postage amounting to 8418.41, 
and have to day also directed the jiostmas- 
ter to pay the postage on newspaper pack- 
ages sent from the office of publication, 
which could not otherwise be forwarded. 
As it will reqnire a large amonnt to keep 
up these payments, I trust you will call 
attention to the importance of having nil 
mail matter to soldiers in the field, includ- 
ing now.spii>ers and magazines from the 
offices of publication /iiUp prepaid. This, 
also, should be borne in mind, that double 
rates are charged on all deficits, and that 
no postmaster has any discretion allowed 
him. He must eollect it or lose it, or have 
the package on which it is charged in his 
office. 

We have forwarded as requested from 
time to time, to various points in the North, 
the bodies of officers and soldiers who have 
been killed in action or who have died in 
hospitals, and I believe in every instance 
the remains have reached the proper des- 
tination in safety. You will sec, however, 
from a General Order, which 1 send yon, 
marked “A," that this part of our work 
must be suspended until after the 81st day 
of October next. 

THE O.UIDBJJS. 

Under some discouragements, and ns the 
result of much labor, the hospital gardens 
of the Commission arc proving eminently n 
success. The ground has not been accu- 
rately measured, but it is estimated between 
IfiO and 200 acres, in addition to about 40 
acres of vineyards of Catawba vines, which 
are now in good condition, and fruiting well. 
The general and special orders, of which 
the copies enclosed are marked B, C, D & 
E, will show how fully we have been aided 
and sustained in this part of our work by 
Major-General Thoma.s, commanding the 
Department, and by Major General Stead- 
man, commanding the post. An additional 
order was published in the paper hero, 
which effectually prevents all trespassing. 
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\f'o have one company of the 31st Indiana 
permanently detailed aa a guard. Have 
about 3U men os a permanent detail for 
workmen and to gather the vegetables, and 
a daily detail from a colon-d regiment, of 
j from 50 to 75 men. Wo have had made at 
the Government shop 1 roller, 1 hand and 
1 horse “ marker,” 4 harrows, some 300 
feet of hot-bed frames, and various other 
articles. Have received many tools from 
the country, and have a full supply of hor- 
ses, harnes.s, and all tools except hoes, of 
which wo need two or three dozen more. 

We have issued thus far only mustard, 
lettuce, rmlishes, peas and onions, and are 
now distributing of these to all soldiers in 
and out of hosjiitals at this post, and have 
shipped twice to the hospitals at Rcsaca. 

The total issues to date have been 2,319 
bushels. While entering up the issues for 
the day, last evening, an orderly from De- 
partment Headcinarters brought in the 
note of which the copy is enclosed, marked 
“F.” It is evident now, unless some un- 
cxiiecte<l accident happens, that the gar- 
den will furnish a continuous and full sup- 
ply of vegetables for all the sick and woun- 
ded at the post, through the summer and 
early fall months, with a constant surplus 
for convalescent camps and men in the 
field. I send you enclosed a statement 
of the issues of this post, and of the ship- 
ments to the front, of the most important 
articles for the month of May. The aggre- 
gate of some of the articles are very large, 
but never before has there been such a 
large and long-continued demand for these 
articles, a demand which will continue 
and probably increase for many days to 
come. 

Of the more recent work at the front, 
those who are on the field have or will give 
you full reports. As soon os it was evident 
that an immediate advance of the army 
was contemplated, a depot of stores was 
opened at Binggold, forces called in from 
Nashville, Knoxville and Huntsville, all 
gathering at the point. 

The details of the work there they will 
narrate. I will only add, that it is certain 
our stores have been of inestimable value. 
They have been pushed on from point to 
point, as the railroad has been opened, 
going on by the first train, and at every 



battle have been taken by teams from the 
terminal depot to the field and distributed 
to the wounded, frequently under fire, and 
always as fast as they were gathered into 
the Field Hospitola. 

The steady advance of the army has pre- 
vented gathering complete lists of casual- 
ties; but the name, rank, company, regi- 
ment, and nature of wound of all who have 
been admitted into the temporary field hos- 
pitals, have been forwarded to yon, with 
copies of the inscriptions of all head boards 
on the battle-field this side of Kingston, the 
lists of the deaths in hospitals at the front, 
etc. 

All statistics aro forwarded to the ofiSce 
of the Hospital Directory as fast as receiv- 
ed, and every effort is made to bring up the 
reports of the changes in the hospitals here, 
which are now long in arreara I have as- 
surance that this difficulty will bo immedi- 
ately remedied. 

My co-laborers here aro Mr. Bartlett, 
Store keeper, assisted by Mr. Kindle, Trans- 
portation Agent, Prof. H. B. Hosford, Hos- 
pital Visitor, Mr. Miney, and Mr. Hongh- 
ton, who have charge of special inquiries 
and the reports for the Hospital Directory, 
and Mr. Thomas Wills, Gardener, all emi- 
nently fitted for the duties assigned them, 
and all laboring beyond their strength in 
the discharge of their duties. Mr. Werth 
is also here, and did good service as Trans- 
portation Agent, until sickness rendered 
him incapable of discharging the duties of 
his oflilcc. He is assisting in the store- 
room, but will leave soon for his home. 

Our main want is now, a constant and 
large supply of all battle stores. We have 
sent everything to the front, and our agents 
and the Medical Director are calling for 
more. Wo expect six car-loads this P. M. 
from Nashville, and shall send at least fonr 
of them immediately to the front. 

The ice you sent came in excellent con- 
dition, and I hope more will be forwarded. 
Of all wo have, we need a larger supply 
than we have received tor a long time, and 
of our cooking utensils, cups, plates, coffee 
boilers, camp-kettles, a large number are 
required. But you know fully our wants 
from the telep^ .s and letters already for- 
warded, and a epetition of them is nnne- 
cessaiy. 
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AT TUE KKONT. 

Mr. Rcatl writes: 

lIcMPtTAL FiRirr Dmwajf, 4Tti A. C, 1 
NlUii DaIXas. Junt l«l, 1H64. > 

Here we are ami here wo have been for 
eight days. Constant tiring on oiir front 
and to the right and left of ns. The enemy 
reached tliis place one day in mlvanee of 
us, pnt up their works, and so far have 
stopped our progre.Hs. There are not un- 
frcqnent assaults on Ix>th side.s, and each 
side has so far been repulsed. We are mov- 
ing our lino farther to the left and neai’or 
to the railroad, while McPherson, who is on 
our extreme right, can neither advance nor 
get away; neither can the enemy drive him 
away. 

I think we have had not less tlian 

wounded since we left Resaca We have 
had no min for a week, and the weather is 
very hot ; thermometer 95" in the shade to- 
day. 

Yesterday wo received three loads of 
slor<"S from Kingston, I’ocock going after 
them, but he was comi)elled to leave them 
some nine miles back. The wagons had to 
take in ammunition, so that he eanie here 
leaving the stores under guard. I obtained 
other wagons of the Mediiail Purveyor. 

The hospitals of the 15th and Kith Corps 
have been moved with their wounded eight 
miles to the left of where they were first es- 
tablished. This, of conrse, is hard and in- 
jurious for the bad ca.scs. The light cases 
have been sent back to Kingston, and, in 
some eases, the very bad ones, but this was 
done but by order of Dr. Kitto. • ♦ 

By being on the field ns we are, we can 
secure all needed tranajmrtation. 

« « « » « 

Dr. Hazen is in the sick train this aide of 
Chattanooga; Fairchild with the Uth Corps; 
Bmndsitt with the 20tli; Hoblit with the 
4th and 2.3d; and I go from one to the 
other, doing what I can. The lists of cas- 
ualties have all been forwarded, and goods 
have been brought forward promptly. 

CUA1TA5000A. Junt 4. 1864. 

We have sent two car-loads of stores to 
Kingston to-day, and have but little left 
here. Thirty-six boxes containing shirts, 
drawers, rags and bandages, are on the way 
from Knoxville. I havi- juirchosed and had 
made 8200 worth of cooking utensils, cups. 



coffee pots, pails, wa-sli basins, Ac., 4c. 
and sent them to Kingston, where tho 
wounded come in by thousands, and where, 
without this provision, little food could be 
prepan^d or served. Mr. Enos and Sirs. 
Dickinson have gone down to-day. I have 
o.sk<Hl Mr, Tone to take all available help 
and cooking utensils from Resaca to that 
]M>iut, turning over all nei'ded stores to tho 
General Ho.spital remaining there, and en- 
gaging some one connected with it to an- 
swer promptly idl special inquiries and fur- 
nish us rejmrts. 

II e neni hn»pitril and hattle s/ores of all 
kintlg. llie call upon its has htvn lar^r than 
ner heforr in this deparlinml, and ve have 
more nearly than erer before supplied the de- 
mand. The daily demand will not diminish, 
but rather incijjase for weeks. Do not let us 
lack supjtlies. Tlie comfort of all and the 
live-s of many will d.’jmnd on the supplies 
you send as. When one man or a thousand 
actually needs our stores to-day, we caunot 
keep them for tho thousands who will need 
them more to- morrow. We look for new 
shipments for them. 

Tlie continued rains interfere somewhat 
with ganlening operations and the gather- 
ing of vegetables; but all the time the 
weather permits, from twelve to twenty 
men are gatliering fresh vegetables, which 
arc taken by our own men to the various 
hospitals, in quantities to reach all who 
carefully use them. And nothing we fur- 
nish is more gratefully received or more 
beneficial. Two double wagons are employ- 
ed for this work, and are rarely diverted to 
any other duty. 

We send yon lists of deaths to date in 
Resaca hospitaK and additional lists of 
those killed in action near Resaca, gathered 
with much labor, by Mr. Tone, from the in- 
scriptions on tho hcmlboards of tho scat- 
tere<} graves. 

« * » * * 

THE HOSITTAM AT rUATT.VSOOOA. 

Tho Rev. H. B. Hosford reiiorts, June 
12 : 

I can hardly call what I intended to 
write, a report, os I know of nothing which 
I have done, or failed to do, while con- 
nected with the Commission, which seems 
to me to 1)0 in any special manner, worthy 
of record. 
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I clios<>, therefore, to write of the liospi- 
taLs of Chattanooga thomselven, rather 
than anything which I have done or at- 
tempted to do in connection witli them. 

The recent movements of the army and 
the battles consequent thereupon, have 
wrought great changes in the hospitals at 
this i>oint. The General Hospital has been 
enlarged by means of tents, near the hos- 
pital buildings erected, and left for our use 
by Oen. Bragg, upon the crest of a hill, a 
few rods west of the railroad depot, and 
also by the establishment of General Hos- 
pital, Division No. 8, located upon a high 
bank of the Tenne.ssee river, about three- 
fourths of a mile north of the city. The 
number of patients in General Hospital 
this morning was . 

A new hospital was idso e.stablished upon 
Lookont Mountain, in which there are at 
the present time patients. The Offi- 

cer’s Hospital has been removetl from its 
former location in Chattanooga to Lookont 

Mountain, and has patients. The 

Field Hospital near the base of Lookout 
Mountain has been mnch enlarged, and 
otherwise improved in accommodations, 
but not increased to any considerable ex- 
tent in numbers, in consequence of the 
constant and large transfers made to North- 
ern Hospitals. It numbers . 

A new Field Hospital pertaining to the 
Army of the Tcnneasee, has been estab- 
lished and located about three quarters of 
a mile east of General Field Hospital. 
Tliere are also several convalescent camps, 
and hospitals connected with certain bri- 
gades, or detachments from brigades on 
duty at this post. 

The daily changes made in transfers at 
all of these hospitals have been great, for a 
week or two past, in consoquenco of almost 
constant arrivals and departures of trains 
of sick and wounded from the boat, or to 
the hospitals at the North, especially at 
Nashville. All, with few e.xceptions, who 
are able to bear with safety the journey, 
are transferred, leaving the room and cots 
which they occupied, for those who should 
the same day arrive from the field. Many 
of the latter remain here but for a day. 
Others ore sent immediately to the conva- 
lescent camps, from which some of them, 
are soon returned to doty. 



The whole number now in hospital here 
and in the convalescent camps, is not far 
from , of which a very largo propor- 

tion aro very slightly wonnded, or lightly 
affected by disease. Most, however, aro in 
ono way or another unfit for duty in tho 
field, while many, very many, aro lying 
upon their low cots dreailfully mangled 
and maimed, or wasting under tho power 
of dangerous or fatal disease; most of tham 
manfully bearing their sufferings, os for 
their country's sake, or manife.sting day by 
day, by their patient fortitude, ns much 
true heroism ns it is possible fur any man 
to manifest in the fore-front of the battle. 
Their cheerful hope and uncomplaining 
fortitude, as well as tho intense earnestness 
with which they inquire for any news from 
the front which may indicate the progress 
of our amis, or launch forth their hearty 
invectives upon the enemies of onr coun- 
try, whether rebels in the field or sympa- 
thizers with them at home, show that the 
soldiers of the Northern Army are no mer- 
cenary horde, but are worthy of the proud 
position which they hold, not only as sol- 
diers of the American Army, but os Ameri- 
can citizens. After every battle they in- 
quire eagerly what part their own corps 
has taken in it, if any; who of their own 
regiment, company or comrades have been 
particularly hoard from since. They talk 
with subdued voice of the number of w otin- 
ded; they say little of tho numb rs killed, 
but the lines of their counto mncee show 
that they are not forgetful 

thft bntre hearts (hat never more ahall beat. 

The eyca that amilo no more, the unretuming foci." 

The location of the hospitals at Chattan- 
ooga could not in tho main be better. 
Most of them aro upon high ground, fann- 
ed by tho breezes from the mountains, and 
commanding views of scenery, which both 
by their intrinsic beauty and by their pa- 
triotic associations can but bo hoalth-in- 
siiiring to those who ore able to look upon 
them from their narrow cots, or through 
the open door, or os with feeble and aided 
steps they take their seats npon the out- 
side, and gaze, as they often do for hours 
in some cases, npon one of tho most beau- 
tiful and otherwise interesting pictures 
ever sprcml out to the view of man. 

From almost every point of the hill where 
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Btaods the General Hoapitol, and the same 
1 b tnie to a considerable extent of the other 
locations, there looms np in close proximi- 
ty upon the sonth the bold and rocky front 
of Lookout Mountain, presenting to the 
immediate view below the palisades the 
slopes over which Hooker's brave soldiers 
charged npon the enemy and drove them 
from their entrenchments. Immediately 
the rear of the General Hospital, and 
distant bnt a few hundred yards, flows the 
Tennessee, and doubling back upon itself, 
at the north end of Lookout Mountain, 
and presenting, ns in a picture, the whole 
scene of that wonderfully successful mid- 
night descent of the pontoon boats, with 
1,250 picked men, directly under the rebel 
batteries, to the place where the boats 
were anchored, and our hosts went over to 
battle and to victory. All along in front 
stretches the ever-to-be-remembered Mis- 
sion or Missionary Kidge, presenting to 
the looker-on the scene of that noble dar- 
ing by which the rebels were Anally driven 
from the strongholds of Chattanooga. Tbs 
thoughts gliding at will over the ridge in a 
southeasterly direction from the hospital, 
dwell npon that plain of terrible interest to 
many a soldier, the field of Chickamaug^. 

Immediately in front of the Hospital, 
and near the base of Mission Bidge, too 
remote to suggest by any object which can 
be seen, unpleasant or saddening associa- 
tions, and yet capable of being easily seen 
in its graceful outlines, and contemplated 
by those who may find a solemn pleasure 
in doing so, stands the National Cemetery, 
where thousands npon thousands are to lie 
in glorious dust. When ornamented by 
all that American genius or patriotism can 
futnish, through all coming time 

'*The heaTen« their dew* stuU ibed 

On tb« {wtrlot mArtTT's b^d. 

And the rocka thftU raiM their bead 
deoda to telL" 

The hospitals of Chattanooga are almost 
without exception under the control and 
direction of able surgeons, who have a 
true and hearty interest in the welfare 
of those who come under their charge. 
Especially is this the cose with the General 
Hospital. No one can pass through its 
wards from day to day, beholding every- 
where order, cle anlin ess and quiet, and 



hearing from the lips of sick and wounded 
men lying there frequent and heartfelt 
expressions of gratitude for the kind atten- 
tion bestowed upon them, needs any other 
testimony to the skill and fidelity of the 
surgeon in charge, and of those whom he 
has associated with him. The supplies by 
the Government, supplemented daily in no 
small degree by the contributions of the 
Northern Aid Societies, ore ample for all 
that medicine, food and clothing can do 
for the comfort and recovery of the sick 
and wounded soldier. The distribution of 
reading matter, both religions and secular, 
in the hospitals is quite Uberol, but prob- 
ably might be largely increased with ad- 
vantage among the convalescents. 

A better system, or rather some sjstem of 
securing good nurses and cooks, and possi- 
bly some other attendants for the hospitals, 
other than that of depending upon detailed 
soldiers, seems to me to be the most impor- 
tant thing wanting to make the hospitals at 
this point as nearly perfect aa they can be. 
In regard to these there exists in almost 
all cases one or the other of two unhappy 
liabilities. Either the person detailed be- 
longs to the great class of shirks, and is 
therefore morally unfit for the position, or 
he may be ordered to duty in the field at a 
time when his services are most valuable 
and needed in hospital. It has seemed to 
me worthy of consideration whether the 
expense of maintaining a small herd of 
cows, in connection with each hospital in 
a place like this, would not be abundantly 
and over and over again returned, in the 
healing and comfort which fresh milk 
would afl'urd to the sick and wounded. 
There is, moreover, material enough daily 
wasted from hospitals — pieces of bread, 
vegetables, Ac. — to furnish no inconsidera- 
ble portion of the keeping of cows. 

The hospitals are now receiving in quite 
large instalments dividends from the gar- 
dens. Fresh salad, peas, radishes, mus- 
tard and onions, are doily gathered and 
distributed among the hospitals, at present 
averaging about 400 bushels per day, much 
to the comfort and health of the men. In 
conclusion, I would say of my observation 
of the working of the Sanitary Commission 
at this point daring the last four months, 
has been on the whole to my own mind 
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Bstisfsotory and gratifying. I know that 
great paina and indefatigable labor are be- 
stowed by the agents here to secure to the 
fullest extent possible the proper care and 
distribution of the stores committed to 
their trust by the benevolent and patriotic 
friends of the soldier at home. 

Whatever may in truth be said of waste 
and loss and misconduct of incompetent 
and dishonest men, occasionally in the em- 
ploy of the Commission, pertains alike, 
though in many cases to a far greater de- 
gree, to all the operations of business con- 
nected with the army. The waste and loss 
which occur are in a great measure abso- 
lutely unavoidable, and compared with the 
good accomplished, not os much os the 
light dust of the balance. 

Let carping pharisees cry, “Why was 
all this waste made ?” It is enough for the 
friends of the Commission to know that 
they have wrought a good work, and that 
wherever the gospel of benevolence, patriot- 
ism and humani^ shall be spread through- 
out the whole world, this which they have 
done shall be spoken of os a memorial of 
them. 

VBOETaBnES. 

Mr. Seymour says, Juno li: 

Since my last report I have spent most 
of m^ time at the front, with the army ad- 
vancing on Atlanta, until I was compelled 
to abandon the field on account of a severe 
attack of dysentery, from which I am now 
recovering. Before I left Knoxville, and 
sinco, we issued vegetables quite liberally, 
not only to men in hospitals, but to those 
in the field. On the moving of the Army 
from the Department of the Ohio to the 
Cumberland, under Oen. Sherman, we had 
just received from you a liberal supply of 
potatoes and kraut, and 1 succeeded in 
issuing the latter to the men before the 
army left I was requested by Oen. Scho- 
field not to issue the potatoes, as the men 
would be on the move the next day, and 
would not have means of transportation. 
Generals Cox and Judah were very anxious 
that their men should have them, as they 
were suffering for want of vegetable diet. 
They stated that at a certain day they 
should reach Charleston, about one hun- 
dred miles in advance, and hoped I should 
be able to reach them there with the pota- 
toes, when they would rest a day or two. 
At the proper time I succeeded in procur- 
ing from Oen. Schofield an order for cars 
to transport to Charleston one hundred 
barrels of potatoes. I dispatched Mr. 
Crary in charge of them; he succeeded in 
reaching Chaueston just as the army ar- 



rived, and, I assure you, he and the pota- 
toes met with a hearty reception. 

The troop.s remaining at Knoxville, Lon- 
don and Strawberry Plains, as also those in 
hospital, have been well supplied with 
vegetables, and the hospitals with fruit 
and other delicacies. 

The garden of from seventy- five to a 
hundred acres, is progressing finely nnd^ 
the supervision of Mr. Culbertson. I left 
Mr. J. H. Milliken, a faithful and judicious 
man, assisted by two detailed men, -in 
charge of the store at Knoxville. Mr. 
Crary is, for the present, at the front, ren- 
dering good assistance in that great field of 
labor in the Georgia campaign. 

I proceeded to the front ami remained 
with the army, rendering such assistance 
as was in my power, untu after the battle 
of Itesaca, when I was severely attacked 
with dysentery. After controlhng the dis- 
ease for three days, I was reluctantly com- 
pelled to abandon the field. I returned to 
, Nashville, when I was confined for more 
than a week to my room, receiving from 
the members of the Commission there the 
most cordial sympathy and attention. I 
am happy to state that my health is now 
rapidly improving. 

I have deemed it not within my province 
to enter into details of the workmg of the 
Commission at the front, it being in the 
department of Dr. Bead, from whom yon 
will undoubtedly have full particulars. 
Suffice it to say, that no intelligent and 
candid observer can say otherwise than 
that the Sanitary Commission has been to 
that army everything, that a reasonable 
person could expect. There undoubtedly 
nave been individual cases which the Com- 
mission has not reached. But that the 
great mass of our noble sick and wounded 
men have received bountifully of the muni- 
ficent gift of our generous people, no one 
can in jiutice deny. < 

TBS UIHSISSIPPI. 

Mr. Way writes from Vicksburg May 30: 

Since the Red River expedition return- 
ed we have issued vegetables to the whole 
command, at the rate of one barrel to sixty 
men, which took all we had on hand. Since 
then we have received 2o0 bbls. and 73 
socks of potatoes, 50 bbls. of pickles, mostly 
pickled potatoes, and 25 kegs of assorted 
pickles. 

I have just received a request from Sur- 
geon Lace, Siu-geon-in-Chief at Natchez, 
for Sanitai 7 Stores. I immediately turned 
over to the Quartermaster ten sacks of po- 
tatoes, which held about a barrel each, and 
fifteen barrels of pickles, consigning them 
to the surgeon in-chief. 

Yesterday’s mail brought me a notifica- 
tion from Mr. Shipman of the shipment of 
200 bbls. and 500 sacks of potatoes, 50 bbls. 
and 20 kegs of pickles, G bbls. of eggs, 2 
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boxes of slieets, 2 boxes of butter, 7 boxes 
of dried fruit, 7 boxes of horseradish, ami 
1 keR of butler. All will come in good 
time. 

I have ia.sued freely of all the stores we 
had to the Bed Kiver expedition, os I 
thought the men were very needy. I now 
have vegetable.s enough to make another 
Ihsiie to the tri>oj)S here, and expect to do 
so, for they will keep but a short time, it 
is so very warm. We are having much 
warmer weather than at this time la.st year. 



SammuT 8hlpnv*nt of Rupplio* from Cliloafto mftde 
Juno 10. to Oon. 8horm»n'« Army. 



4.5R0 llw. ItftiKUaon and com- 

prf'jiAi-a. 

6 bo<t KhrkM. 

IQ body wrapper*. 

79 comforts. 
iO'J prs. drawers. 

67 drrssinR Rown*. 

IIU hatidk’fa and towels. 

463 pads. 

039 pillows. 

495 pillow cases. 

233 shcfU, 

1,009 shirts. 

CO pairs slippers. 

Ifil ” socks. 

1 pat'koRC pin cushion*. 
1.043 lbs. barley. 

45 lbs. com meal. 

473 11^. com starch. 

6o0 lbs. hrina. 

2.000 lbs. com RTits. 

2.»<5 Iba. dried fmll. aaaUl. 
735 lbs. drletl peaches. 

3.18H lbs. dried apples. 

1,793 Iba. dried blackberries. 
1.008 lbs. prunes. 

100 lbs. tamarinds. 

6 irallnns plum butter. 

180 cans canneil frail. 

10 box«» lemons. 

120 lbs. cidor Jelly. 

8.751 lha Boston crackers. 
17,666 lbs. soda *• 

1,7.11 bushels potatoes. 

1,175 Ralls, pickles. 



760 doz. CRRS. 

1.587 lbs. butter. 

5 Ralls, horse radish. 

3Q4 lbs. gri'cn tea. 

40 lbs. drieil beef. 

10.000 lbs. codfish. 

944 lbs. crushed siiRar. 

1.507 lbs. beat byuwn sogar. 
50 lbs. ebeeset. 

40 lbs. herbs. 

80 lb*, candle*, 

15 lbs. soap. 

24 hots. Spirits camphor. 

181 •• dfimeatie wme. 

24 ** bay nxm. 

120 •* raspberry vinegar. 
20 bbls. ale. 

50 half bbl*. ale. 

324 but*, whiskf'y. 

124 ** catawlna. 

2 washlnR machinea. 

2 wrlnRprs. 

Q1 doz. b'a spoons. 

2 cork screw*. 

5 n^ams letter paper. 

5.000 envelopes, 

6 grttsA p<uis. 

1 Rroas pen holders. 

12 doz. fine combs. 

,:16 doz. ctiwwe itomba. 

6 doz. bottles ink. 

1 doz. lAutems. 

1 doz. candlesticks. 

.500 3 cent postaRp stamps. 
120 cans oovo uysteta. 



RELIEF WORK AT PORT ROYAL. 

Port Rotal, Va., .V ly 39, 1954. 

.Mr, Anderson reports; 

I hardly know when I wrote to yon last, 
what I said, what I did'nt say, or what re- 
mains to be said; things have been in such 
a brilliantly unsettled condition, expecta- 
tions of sndden movements have been so 
strong, and uncertainties have been so 
abounding, that we have had a grand com- 
bination of the perplexities of establishing 
a base, those of breaking up a base, and 
those of doubt as to whetlier we should do 
either. You can fancy how much time one 
would have to write, and, not having writ- 
ten, how difficult it is to recall and system- 
atise the varied events and <loubts of each 
day. Bloor and Dr. Harris would have 
posted yon, up to their departure. Dr. 
Harris arrived from Fredericksburg, Tues- 
day noon, as did Capt. Evans, in charge of 
Mr. Fay’s Corps. They were a godsend, 
ns the men whom I had organized under 
Mr. Thompson, were worn down by twenty- 
four hours steady labor, in feeding the 



wounded. Mr. Thompson's men were im- 
mediately relieved; and since then regular 
watches hate been kept. 

About 4 P. ^[., the Kent returned with 
Dr. Douglas, Mr. Fay, and all the Freder- 
icksburg ]>arty, except Harris’s train. 

Wo had hing and free interchanges of 
news and plans; and, as I could not well 
change your instructions, I retaine<l the 
nominal charge of this as the wuter liase, 
but you must distinctly understand that 
whatever of succe-ss may attend our move- 
ments and operations is to be, in the far 
larger degree, ascribed to the experience, 

skill and mitiirity of Dr. D and Mr. F. 

All the feeding department was lussigned 
unreservedly to Mr. Fay, and Mr. Thomp- 
son was iustructeil to report to him. Dr. 
Douglas, with his thorough willingness, 
does everything in and out of his general 
line that he can best do; and we hold council 
of war unceasingly. -All day Friday we fed 
and issued supplies to the wounded with- 
out stint. All the departments have treat- 
ed ns with a cordiality — and more than 
cordiality — a willing confidence and cheer, 
that makes one qnite buoyant in approach- 
ing them, and working with them. Dr. 
Cuyler, Dr. Phillips, the representative of 
Dr. MeParlan, at this ]>ost, and Dr. McKay, 
have been especially obliging; and Dr. 
Cuyler on finding us so diligently at work, 
said to mo to draw on him for any and 
everything. He lent ns stoves, cauldrons, 
,tc., furnished beef stock, coffee and 
milk, and facilitated our operations in all 
proper ways, giving us information of the 
arrival of trains, &c., freely and promptly. 

The journals have been kept up, and 
when there is time we will return to you 
full account of the feeding and burial de- 
partments — and indeed of nil. I have no 
idea how many meals were given; but every 
wounded man, officers of trains, teamsters, 
in fact tho army generally patronized us. 
The Commissary’s small issuing boat, wm 
not issuing for the first day or two, and in 
addition to supplying some of the quarter- 
master’s and other messes, we had literally 
to take care of hundreds. They were 
bretheu of our common cause in distress, 
and 1 treated them accordingly, as far as 
our supplies would permit. On the even- 
ing of Friday, the tug Curtin arrived with 
the Kcnne<ly, and shortly after the Hobo- 
ken loomed up through the air. All appre- 
hension of running short was removed-— 
and except fears for Harris’s safety, were in 
good position, and tho same evening 
lipought Mr. Briggs, and Dr. McMartce, of 
California — the former of whom I knew 
well in that State. 

# ♦ * * 

I also took them up to the feeding station 
where six 60-gallou cauldrons, one stove and 
one large fireplace wore turning out soup, 
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cofffo, ten, farina, ])orl:, .to.; some of tlio 
cauMron.s liail l)eeu tilled four Jimea that 
forenoon. Three times would, perhaps, be 
an average — pviug 1,080 gallons of edibles. 
A train having arrived — at l)r. Douglas's 
request, I got it a good camp ground, and 
then a large party of us fed the wounilisl — 
our Californians seeing and doing regular 
work. It wiLs 3 A. JI. liefore we got done. 

Saturday wa.s spent in getting everything 
ready for the movement. Mr. Fay took 
charge of his estnbli.Hhment, also of deter- 
mining whom wo should take and who not. 

* * * a 

AVe are anchored at the month, and hope 
to start for Yorktown at 1 A. M. Ought to 
reach White House or the new base by 4 
P. M.. Monday. You can rely upon our 
being in among the first. ■ Dili I tell you 
that Harris arrived last night with all his 
train safe and sound. He was very tired, 
and had had a hard time. He rests to-day, 
and leaves to-morrow with the trains for 
While Hou.se, under escort of 2,000 or 3,000 
strong. 

« « * * 

He has just brought in twenty-eight 
wagons loaded with stores, worth many 
thousands of dollars, and that, too, from a 
difficult region. Those that know his pre- 
vious history, very well know that not 
once nor twice, but many times, ho has 
risen superior to the emergency, and got- 
ten supplies through, under great hazard. 



THE AEMY SUKOEONS. 

The strong testimony borne to the char- 
acter and qualitications of the .Army Sur- 
geon.s, by Mr. Bloor, in the admirable 
letters which we publish on another page, 
reminds us how strong and widely diffused 
is the prejudice against them. We have 
left nothing in our power undone to refute 
it, by the diffusion of the strong testimony 
on the other side which daily reaches us 
from our agents. And, in view of the tre- 
mendous responsibilities which are at this 
moment prc.ssing uimn the Army Surgeons, 
we think it may not be amiss to take this 
opportunity of republishing what one of 
their number, .Surgeon Bench, of the 40th 
Regiment Ohio Volunteers, said on their 
behalf, before the Medical Society of Gen- 
eral Granger’s Army, nearly a year ago. 

The character of armv surgeons has been 
so misrepresented, nnif so misunderstood 
by the public, away from the scene of their 
labors, that a word from one of their num- 
ber may be considered an apology for their 
shortcomings; but, notwithstanding this, I 
propose briefly to sketch their character ns 
tt is understood, and a$ it is. 



No render of the Northern daily papers 
during the lust year can bo ignorant of the 
opinion generally entertained of army sur- 
geons, and of the management of the med- 
ical department of the army. Inefliciency, 
gross carelessness, heartlessness and <lissi- 
pation are intimately a.Hsociated in the 
minds of the Northern public with the 
mislicml oflicers of the army. Doubtless 
each surgeon has a circle of friends who 
ezoni'rate him from these charges; but, ns 
a body, this is the charot^ter attached to us 
by our Northern friends. 

It may not be uniuteresting to inquire, 
for a moment, what causes have led to this 
state of public opinion. First among the 
causes we will place the fact that in our 
vast armies largo numbers die from dis- 
e,xse. The public knows that four thou- 
sand of our soldiers are buried at Nash- 
ville; that ten thousand have found a final 
resting-place on the banks of the Missis- 
sippi ; that twenty thousand more have 
sickened and died in our armies in Virginia; 
and at every place oecupied by our troops 
the green hillock ami narrow board alone 
tell of some friend who went out from the 
home circle but recently. Without know- 
ing, or without stopping to consider, if tho 
mtio of deaths be le.ss or greater in our ar- 
mies thau in others, this large mortality is 
associated in the minds of tho public with 
want of capacity, or want of attention ou 
tho part of surgeons. 

Another fact is, individual cases in which 
there has been apparent neglect, and which 
from want of projier explanation are given 
as positive evidence of the heartlessness of 
our profession. As an example, an inti- 
mate friend of mine was wounded at Rich- 
mond, Kv., and died in hospital at Dan- 
ville. “He died alone at night.” I knew 
nothing of tho circumstances attending his 
death, only that aomebodv wrote to his 
wifo that the nurses found him dead in his 
bed, and nothing can ever eradicate from 
her mind the belief that he was totally 
neglected, and that the surgeons and hos- 
pital attendants were brutes. A cose came 
under m^ own observation a few weeks 
sinee which, if reported without explana- 
tion, would cause the .same feelings in the 
minds of friends as did the case above 
mentioned. Stopping temporarily at a 
largo hospital in Kentucky, the surgeon 
invited me, late at night, to see two cases 
with him, both of whom were in a critical 
condition. We entered tho ward, and 
stopped at the bed-side of patient No. 1. 
An examination and the opening of a largo 
abscess probably occupieil five minutes, 
and during those five minutes tho only two 
nurses on duty at that time were required 
in attendance on the surgeon. Immedi- 
ately after the operation, while the surgeon 
was absent from the room cleansing his 
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bands, I walked leisurely around tbo room, 
and stopped at the bed side of patient No. 
2. The man was dead. Hu bod died 
“alone and at night.” 

In luldition to these and similar cases, 
distorted facts, ore the monstrous fabrica- 
tions of the newspaper correspondents, 
which, more than all other causes combin- 
ed, contribute to the character we sustain 
at home. It is but charitable to suppose 
that these gentlemen have some founda- 
tion in fact for their statements. It is 
scarcely credible that they would deliber- 
ately manufacture sensational letters of 
this kind, unless th^ had a grain of truth 
to fall back upon. We take it for granted, 
then, that they do not willfully tnfle with 
a subject so intimately mixed with all the 
finer feelings of our nature, but that they 
take one case as a type of the whole. 
Adopt this rule, and how easily may injus- 
tice be done to our profession. 

I remember distinctly the impression 
made in a community where I resided, a 
year since, by the statement of a Cairo let- 
ter-writer. The letter was a scathing arti- 
cle on the surgeons and the bad manage- 
ment of the hospitals at some point in the 
West; and among other statements that 
left the reader to dream of untold horrors, 
was one that a "patient in the last agony 
called the surgeon to him, raised himself 
in bed, struck the surgeon with all his 
force, and with a smile of content upon his 
lace sank back and died. ” This was given 
as evidence of the feeling engender^ by 
the brutality of surgeons. Now, suppos- 
ing this incident re^y occurred, whiem is 
not at all probable, is it j ust that the act 
of a delirious man should be cited as an 
index of the feelings generally entertained 
by the patients in our hospitals toward 
tneir surgeons ? 

Another cause of this misunderstanding 
of our true character is found in the letters 
homo of a certain class of patients, both in 
hospitals and out. They are clironic grum- 
blers ; disappointed applicants for a dis- 
charge or furlough; men who see only the 
surgeon between them and the accomplish- 
ment of their ends. I have very frequently 
been approached by this class of soldiers, 
and been told that their “doctors" paid 
no attention to the sick men; that “they 
wonld see a sick man die rather than to 
discharge him, or let him go home on a 
sick furlough." How much weight should 
be given such testimony ? 

And again: People of the North think 
they have the evidence of their own senses, 
and that they cannot be mistaken in the 
fact that army surgeons are careless, indif- 
ferent and heartless. A great many visit 
our largo general hospitolB, and of coarse 
find their sick friends very differently 
situated from what they would be at home. 
They find them in large wards, containing 



perhaps one hundred patients. Of this 
number, some are reading, some writing, 
others engaged in cheerful conversation; 
while, perhaps, the friend so anxiously 
sought for is dying. The whole scene is so 
different from anything they ever associated 
with the sick chamber, that they go away 
with painful impressions. Buch, doubt- 
less, would be the feelings of many ui>oa 
visiting our elegant hospitals in Nashville; 
and how much more would their sensibili- 
ties bo shocked could they visit some regi- 
mental hospitals, for away from sanitary 
supphes, and where the hospital supplies 
of bedding, etc., were insufficient for the 
proper accommodation of the sick. They 
would find them in rude bunks filled with 
straw, their bedding, their blankets, and 
with their knapsacks for their pillows. 
They would forget that the sick had the 
benefit of pure air, attentive nurses, and 
the best food that could bo procured for 
them; they would forget that the sick them- 
selves were contented ; and would go away 
with the impres.sion that this was horrible 
treatment of sick men, and that the surgeon 
in some way was responsible for it. 

Such, gentlemen, I imagine, are some of 
the causes giving rise to the not very envi- 
able reputation we sustain at home. 

Before defining what I take to bo the 
real character of army surgeons, we will 
inquire what character they might, a priori, 
be expected to sustain. In Ohio, and I 
believe in nearly all of the States, no phy- 
sician can receive a commission as surgeon 
until he has passed a satisfactory examina- 
tion by a competent board. To be admitted 
to this examination, the applicant must not 
only have graduated in medicine, but he 
must bring certificates that he has sus- 
tained himself creditablv for a certain num- 
ber of years as a practitioner, and that he 
is of good moral character. Those condi- 
tions, if observed — and 1 believe they are, 
as a nilc — offer almost perfect security to 
the public that no considerable number of 
army surgeons enter the service inefficient 
or dissipated. Onght wo not to expect 
from a body of men who enter the army 
only on the presumption that they are of 
liberal education, skill in their profession, 
and of good moral standing in the oommu- 
nities in which they have lived, using in- 
dustry and a conscientious attention to the 
responsible duties assigned them? Most 
assuredly: and such, I am convinced, is the 
character we sustain with those acquainted 
with all the facts connected with our posi- 
tion in the army. 

My own term of service in the army ex- 
tends through the past year. During that 
time I have been associated with the medi- 
cal officers of the troops in Eastern Ken- 
tucky, those collected at Qallipolis, Ohio, 
last September, and more recently in Ten- 
nessee. And among them all I have met 
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with but one drunken snrgeon, nnd but tew 
who were not making use of all the means 
in their power to prevent disease and re- 
store health. I have visited many hospi- 
tals where there wivs a lack of many things 
for the comfort of the sick, but none where 
the surgeons were oarele.ss or unkind. 

I confess, gentlemen, that when ordered 
to this department I expected to find disor- 
der and confusion — nut from want of ca- 
pacity or honesty on the part of surgeons, 
bnt as a ncces-sary feature of a large army. 

I expected to find some grounds for the 
clamor against army surgeons in the want 
of accommodations for the large number of 
sick in the Army of the Cumberland. Bnt 
in this I was diwppointed. Instead of find- 
ing crowded and poorly furnished hospi- 
tals in Xashville, I found them arranged 
on the most magiiiflcent scide, fitted up 
with every comfort, and in a style that is 
thought luxurious by soldiers accustomed 
to camp life. During a stay of some days 
in Nashville I visited many of the hospitals, 
and for my own satisfaction impiired of the 
many acquaintances I found there among 
the patients how they were treated; 
and the answer invariably was, “ We are 
treated well; surgeons and nurses are very 
attentive.” 

Another grave charge against the surgeon 
is, the using for his own comfort and to 
gratify his own appi’tite the delicacies, etc., 
furnished by friends at home to the sick 
soldier! This charge is as void of founda- 
tion in fact as the charge of drunkenness 
and brutality, and arisi'S from a want of 
correct knowledge of the manner such 
things are distributed to the sick. Through 
the agency of the Sanitary Commission 
the.se things aro distributed to the various 
general and regimental hospitals, where 
they are served out to the men as the judg- 
ment of the surgeon would direct; the men 
consume them without knowing where 
they come from. In after corres]K>ndence 
witli their friends the soldier is asked, “ Did 
you got the box of ” something? The an- 
swer is “ No" — when the fact is, he had 
consumed it, if it was of suitable nature for 
him in his condition; nnd if not, he had 
used of some other soldiers' delicacies, 
while they had used his. All the |Kitatoos, 
onions, dried applies, etc., useil in this 
great army at this time, ore not from the 
quartermaster, but from the Smite ry Com- 
mi.ssion, which is to the sick soldier ns the 
good Samaritan to " him who fell among 
thieves.” 

The duties of the army surgeon aro so 
many and various that it is impossible to 
more than mention them here. The sur- 
geon who only attends to the sick and 
wounded of his command, and thinks he 
has done his whole duty, has a very imper- 
fect knowledge of his obligations. 

The first and most important duty of the 



surgeon is, to prevent disease; curing it is 
a secondary matter. The surgeon who pre- 
vents disease by a careful study of the 
cau.ses operating to produce it, and who 
takes steps to remove these iullueuces, is 
much more deserving of credit than he who 
thinks only of curing. In the discharge of 
this duty it often becomes necessary to 
change the locality of the camp, to make 
changes in the cooking and habits of the 
men, to enforce what seems to them a rigid 
system of cleanliness of their persons, the 
tents and entire camp — and in doing these 
things we are frequently brought iuto un- 
pleasant collision with our olncers. It is 
not every military commander that under- 
stands the laws of hygiene, or who has the 
leisure or inclination to study them very 
carefully; and the number is equally small 
who do not regard tho.se surgeons who are 
always making changes and suggestions 
troublesome at least. Doubtless every sur- 
geon present has at some time in his expe- 
rience met with oppo.sition from his com- 
manding ofllcer, or at least had his sng- 
gestions treated with an indifference almost 
insulting to himself. I acknowledge that 
I do not know exactly where our authority 
stops, or rather begins, in this matter; but 
I think I know what our duty is— and that 
is, never to yield a point that involves the 
health of the men under our charge. 

One word as to our duty to the men 
themselves, and I am done. There is much 
in our daily routine of duties, and in our 
relative position to the men, calculated to 
make us abrupt in our treatment of them, 
unless we guard against it. Wo should 
treat u sick soldier with the same courtesy, 
and give the same attention to his com- 
plaints, that we would to a sick citizen. In 
the daily examination of three or four score 
of men we meet with n few humbugs — men 
who are trying to avoid duty by getting on 
the sick list, 'rheso old soldiers may be dis- 
missed in a manner the circumstances may 
seem to require. But the soldier who is sick, 
or who thinks he is, is des<>rving of a care- 
ful examination that will allow us to pre- 
scribe understandingly, and not that hasty 
disposal of the case that I know I am some- 
times guilty of myself, and which must bo 
bitterly felt by a patient whose feelings are 
at all sensitive. 



HOSPITAL CLOTHING. 

Cbtrecfioa — In the pattern for Flannel Shirt in 
No. 13 of the BuixETi.v, the slope for the neck 
in ” Half of Back ’* shonid bo one incA instead 
of three inches, as givt-n. 

The drawing of the diagram for " Half of 
Sleeve ” is erroneons os regards the slope at the 
top of sleeve. The dimensions as given, are, 
however, eorrect Also, this sleeve ahould bo 
faced at the wrist with^nnel instead of ailesia 
In catting sleeves, pat the wrist of one against 
the wrist of another, and the long triangular 





526 



The Sanitary Commission BvRetin. 



piorp of fluuuel left at the aide will ent a collar. 
'Vrist fhcinf^a, liy joining in the middle, can be 
cut off the piecea cut out of the front of the ahirt 
in arm size. 



SCENES IN FKEDERICKSBUKO. 

FaiDAT. JViy 20, 1«6I. 

Deaii 3Ib.s, You have, I aupiwse, by 

this time', received the duplicate of a letter 
I wrote some days ago to one of the Com- 
mission’s supply correspondents, giving 
an account of a trip I had just made to 
Bello Plain, with reference to the relief 
work of the Cominis-Hion in the field. 

I left Washington again on Tuesday 
morning, and getting to Bello Plain in 
company with ^Ir.s. Gibbons, (of army hos- 
pital fame,) and of Rev. Mr. Chauning, of 
Wa.shington, and others; and there, in 
their company, feeding and ministering 
to the ghastly crowds that were lifted out 
of the constantly-arriving ambulance trains 
into the boats assigned to convey them to 
the hospitals in Wa-shington, I pas.sed to 
the hospital tents “ on the hill” — a little 
way from the dock— two long parallel rows 
of them, commencing on the side with the 
kitchen and feeding lodge of the Commis- 
sion, whence they were without trouble 
constantly supplied with hot coffee and 
beef tea, iced water and lemonade, milk 
punch, wines and stimulants, farina, and 
whatever else in the way of prepared sus- 
tenance was needed. Bedding, clothing, 
sponges, towelling, bandages, lint, uten- 
sils of all kinds and whatever else is re- 
quired in a sick tent, were bountifully dis- 
pensed by htr. Knapp— of long experi- 
enco in the Peninsular campaign and 
elsewhere in similar work — and his assist- 
ants, from the store barge, a lew yards off, 
alongside the dock — which barge is con- 
tinually replenished by steamers from 
Washington to the amount of some fifty tons 
a day. The steamer on which our people 
principally relied during the Peninsular 
campaign, (the Elizabeth,) has become a 
household word among sanitarians, and I 
may therefore mention that, (true to all 
the experience of the. Commission,) whether 
os regards the intelligent collectors and for- 
warders, or the inanimate vehicles of sup- 
plies, that the feminine element is their 
main support ? The name of our new boat 
is the Ylary 8 . Eapley. 



It was an hour or two after midnight be- 
fore I had gone the rounds of the hospitals, 
anil then I had the satisfaction of seeing 
most of the inmates comfortably sleeping — 
after the refreshment of having their hunger 
and their thirst assuaged, their wounds 
d . 0 f 8 cd,nnd above all, perhaps, the cessation 
from their horrible journey over the rutty 
hills, anil inb-rlying quagmires between the 
battle-fields aud their present place of rest. 
By six o’clock the next morning, (after a 
night mainly occupied, so far as I was con- 
cerned, in strenuous efi’orts to go to sleep 
in the midst of the hubbub, and in involun- 
tary listening to the extraordinary remarks 
of the coitrabands, who kejitup a constant 
stream of boxes, barrels, conversation and 
guffaws past the place where I la3' on deck,) 
we began the journey to Fredericksburg our- 
selves in em|)ty returning ambulances, and 
as the hours and our bruises increased we 
had an opportunity of testing the probable 
feelings of w-ouuded men undergoing such 
an ordeal. But the fault is in the roads, 
not the vehicles. I think the four-wheeled 
ambulances as good a compromise ns ]>08- 
sible between the couditions desirable for 
wounded men, and the impoasibility of 
using lighler-springed wagons over army 
roads. 

Arriving at Fredericksburg in the middle 
of the day, we found it one vast hospital. 
Its principal street is some mile or more in 
length, w-ith several parallel and a number 
of cross streets, and nine out of ten of the 
houses aud shops, and all the churches and 
public buildings that arc not demolished by 
shell or riddled by bullets, are filled with 
wounded men. Even the store occuiiied 
by the “Embalmcrsof the dead,” has many 
living subjects among the dead ones; 
though accustomed as thej- are to death on 
every side, the patients do not consider tho 
jiroximity in such an unfavorable light as 
civilians would. A few doors from tho 
house in which Wa.shington’a early days 
were passed, (and the garden of which was, 

I presume, the scene of the cutting of tho 
fruit-tree by his juvenile hatchet.) Dr. 
Douglas, Chief of Inspection of the Com- 
mission, and the volunteer ladies and gen- 
tlemen who so zealously assist in the good 
work, have their quarters, and thither on 
the day I was there, a number of patients. 
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requiring the constant superviaion of some 
of them hail been removed. Tlirougli the 
open windows of the rear rooms float the 
odors of the flowers of early summer to tho 
patients within, and those whose cool pal- 
lets are in tho wide hall, with its old-fashion- 
ed panelling of wood meeting tho wooden- 
black cornice of the ceiling,look out through 
tho oj«>n back-door upon a wilderness of 
roses — a large basket full of which has just 
been distributed to tho poor fellows 
throughout the town —most of them grasp- 
ing at them more eagerly than at the milk- 
punch — by one of the kind hearted gentle- 
men of our party. If their time were not 
BO much more valuable by tho side of tho 
impromptu cooking alT.iirs and couches 
they have evoked from chaos, the roses 
should of oour.so have been presented by 
tho ladies — -but at all events, they came 
originally from a lady: not one of “our” 
women, but the owner of tho house — a 
widowed gentlewoman, who sighs that such 
6 vil days should have fallen on the close 
of her eighty years’ pilgrimag(< — and, like 
Washington’s mother, thinks that it may, 
perhaps, bo a good thing to l)o a great gen- 
eral, but that for her part she thinks that 
Lee and Grant had both much l>etter be at 
home attending to their farms than engaged 
in such dreadful doings. The North and 
South have lived in peace all these years, 
and why can't they continue to do so ? 
What ilreadful things she could tell me of 
the division of families caused by this 
wicked war. So end So has two sons in 
tKe Confederate army and two in the Fed- 
eral. Such a happy family they were once, 
and now trying to bike each other’s life; 
and for her part she had been stripped of 
almost every thing. The lioitses and stores 
in the town from which she dcriveil her in- 
come, have been destroyed, or are appro- 
priated to their own useai, without payment, 
now by one army and now by the other. I 
heant similar talk in Culpepper while our 
army held it, and one hears it every where 
throughout tho border States; and it i.s 
only here that the full horrors of this cruel 
war can bo appreciated. It is impossible — 
as I think it would be unnatural — for tho 
majority of tho old people either North or 
South, to take the partizan view wiiich is 
necessarily, fur tho purposes of Providenoe, 



taken by tho young and middlo-aged in the 
two contending sections. 

Bound the comer from tho poor old la- 
dy’s house is tho store-house of the Com- 
mission, besiegeil every day on tho arrival 
of our wagon loads of sui>plius — generally 
some twenty — from the base, with ouch 
crowds as compel an officer of the Commis- 
sion to enter by tho back way, if ho wants 
to get in without waiting for an hour or 
two. Next door to this is a large storo 
used as a hospital by one of onr volunteer 
ladies; and at the back of both, conven- 
iently accessible to both supiilies and pa- 
tients, is the tent she uses ns a cook-house. 
A door or two of! is a shop used as an oBce 
by the Belief Force, of which there are at 
present distributed throughout the army 
of the Potomac some two hundred mem- 
bers, under the superintendence of Mr. Fay, 
of Massachusetts, a volunteer throughout 
the war in such work. Several other la- 
dies and a number of physicians from civil 
life have charge of hospitals in different 
2>arts of the town under tho auspices of tho 
Commission; and tho Belief Agents zeal- 
ously assist them in their labors, which are 
herculean, ns each fre.sh train of ambulan- 
ces arrives from tho field, and in those hos- 
pitals where tho Government sujqdy of sur- 
geons is generally equal to the demand on 
their skill, they still continue such minis- 
trations 08 may be carried on without med- 
ical co-oi)oration, and these are many. 

Wo are in one of tho church hospitals, 
we will suppose. The jiews are set two to- 
gether, and the backs bikcn of! when ne- 
ceasary, to form couches for the patients. 
Tho vestry is turned into an operating 
room. In one comer of the church is a 
good woman who has not quitted the half- 
delirious patient whose brow she is bath- 
ing with bay water for ono hour in the lost 
twenty. Tho altar is put to one side, and 
in its place two pews cradle a young boy 
who does not seem to lie over fifteen years 
old. He was brought in it was sujiposed 
in a dying condition; but tho good Samar- 
itan who is just directing to the far West a 
letter ho has written to the boy’s mother 
at his dictation, has, with his goo<l things 
and better words, bronght such a light into 
tho boy’s eyes that be expresses the utmost 
confidence that ho will bo able to write to 
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lus mother himself the next daj, and tell 
her that he is safe from the effects of this 
wound, and ask her to pray that he may 
be spared in future battles, and rejoin her 
and his sisters and brothers in their happy 
Wisconsin home “when his time is out.” 
Further down the town and not far from 
the unfinished tomb of Washington’s 
mother, standing ostensibly as a monument 
to her worth, but practically as a monu- 
ment to the genius of the universal Yankee 
nation for chipping and whittling, is a large 
old-fashioned mansion, rich in pannelled 
wainscoating, carved wooden chimneys, 
plaster arabesque ceilings and tablets, and 
landscaped wall paper; and in one of its 
rooms lies a gray-haired man, looking 
dreamily out through the open window by 
which his pallet is set, on a beautiful lawn 
thickly shaded with fine old trees, which 
slope down to the swampy meadow and 
heights beyond, which drank up so much 
precious blood in the terrible charge of De- 
cember, 1862. Perhaps the fair scene be- 
fore him is like that on which he has so 
often looked from the porch of his quiet 
house in his far off little Vermont farm. 
But he will never look on it' again— at least, 
with his earthly eyes. He will never again 
look at the rising of the snn, which is now 
with its setting beams gilding the tree-tops 
and falling through them, checkered with 
waving shadows on the lawn beneath. The 
wound from which most of his life blood 
has flowed, has left him white and weak, 
bnt it does not pain him: so he looks qui- 
etly round, thanking one for having writ- 
ten his last letter to his “folks;” another 
for shading his eyes from the sun with the 
fan which, until complaining of the cold 
creeping over him has been used to cool 
him; and another for offering the further 
assistance which he docs not need. He is 
only a sergeant, but “ hod as lief be a pri- 
vate in such a cause. ” He was a deacon in 
his town, and “done the biggest part in 
getting up a company ” from it, the cap- 
taincy of which was offered him; but he 
thought ho hadn’t “ cdication ” enough to 
do the “ writin’ part of the busineas,” and 
declined. But, thank God, he had “edi- 
cated ” his sons, and one of them who had 
entered the company with himself had been 
promoted, grade after grade, from the oor> 



poralship to the captaincy. His wife hod 
dissuaded him from “jining” the army at 
that time — but after the Peninsular cam- 
paign, “ he couldn’t stand it no longer — 
had helped to get up another regiment in 
his township, and now here he was. 'Well, 
he was satisfied he was in the Iiord’s hands, 
and he would die in the faith that the Lord 
would stand by the Union and the stars and 
stripes to the end. He hadn’t a speck of 
doubt about it.” He'd like to know if his 
son, the Captain, whose regiment had been 
in the fight with his own, was still olive, 
but he couldn't find out; and he would give 
all he was worth to see his wife and daugh- 
ter once more; but he had always told them 
to prepare for this, and hoped the Lord 
would give them strength to bear the news. 

I had intended to tell you of many other 
incidents which would interest you, but 
time fails. A mail carrier is about to take 
his chance of rebel scouts and guerrillas.and 
this will go with him. If you get it, I will 
ask you to return me a copy when I let yon 
know that I have got bock to Washington. 

I left Fredericksburg yesterday morning 
by daybreak, and am now seated a few rods 
from the head- quarters of Grant and 
Meade, in front of the tent of a hospitable 
young officer from your city. At this time 
ye.sterday, the woods around reverberated 
with the cannonading and mu.skctry of the 
fight on the right of our line, between 
Gen. Tyler’s Division and the enemy, and 
to-day, the surgeons have been busy with 
several hundred wounded men. Another 
letter, either tq yourself, or in copy, when 
I get back to Washington, will tell you 
something more of what I have seen. 

Is Ditouac, siah ths Nobth Assa RtrxH. Va.. 1 
J<<ty'A4, 1H««. I 

My last letter gave an account of the way 
in which 1 “ assisted,” as the French would 
say, at the fight between the forces of Gen. 
Warren, of the Sth corps, with the help of 
part of the 6th, and the rebel Gen. Hill, 
on the evening of yesterday, the 23d inst. 
Alter our day- break breakfast the next 
morning I mode my way to the hosxeitals, 
which had been established while the en- 
gagement was going on in nn open grassy 
space, interspersed with bushes and young 
trees, and skirting the road which crossed 
the Xorth Anna Biver about a mile and a 
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quarter (I slioulil think) aheail. They con- 
aistpil of a number of , good-sized tcnta, 
spread with pine boughs, and scattered 
about the grounds were the opomting ta- 
bles, portable dispensaries, 4c. I met a 
number of the wounded men I had helped 
along the night before, and was glad to 
hear many of them express their apprecia- 
tion of tlic kindness and care with which 
they had been attended to by the surgeons. 
These latter had been up all night, but 
there was as yet no relaxation to their la- 
bors, for the ambulances were still coming 
in with the wounded. I do not know that 
I shall have a better opjmrtunity than the 
present, and I desire therefore to record 
here iny conviction, in opposition I think 
to the general impression in the commu- 
nity, and particularly to the female portion 
of it, that there is nowhere to be found a 
body of men, who, as a class, are more un- 
tiring, devoted and self-saciificing in the 
discharge of duties — the most re.sponsible, 
exacting and exhausting — than army sur- 
geons. There are exceptions, too many of 
which I have encountered in an ofllcial in- 
tercourse with them of three years stand- 
ing; but during that lime my estininto of 
them as a borly has steadily increased, and 
this my last experience with them in the 
field h.is confirmed and heightened all my 
previous good im]>ressions. I take pleas- 
ure as a noil medical man, in expressing j 
emphatically my opinion as to tho high I 
standard of mental and moral qualities I 
they apply to their profe.ssional duties — 
(without being competent to judge of their 
professional qualities yrure and simple) — 
the more so becau.se my official corresi>ou- 
deuce has shown me how much they have 
been su.speeted and undervalued by the 
home staying community — while in gene- 
ral culture they compare most favorably 
with any class of officers in t4ie army. 

Thanks to the untiring zeal of the sur- 
geons and their assis^anta, and to their be- 
ing well stocked in the field with Govern- 
menlal medicid supplies, those of the i>a- 
tients who had been already operated upon 
were lying on the fresh, soft fragrant pine 
boughs, with which the tents were thickly 
strewn, in a condition of tolerable comfort 
— those at least whose wounds admit of 
any comfort, and fortunately, whero well 
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cared for, these aro tho majority. Well 
wiLsheil, and dressed in clean shirt and 
drawers — every one marked with tho "U. 
8. Sanitary Commission ” stamps, for the 
lack of theso was one of tho gaps we had 
bridged over — and many of thi m enjoying 
their pipes or cigars, and chatting over 
fhe!r experience in tho "imminent deadly 
brevch”of the evening before— the scene 
of the whole, however terrible, was not al- 
together unrelieved in parts. It is amus- 
ing to see tho affection they bear for their 
pipes. One man I saw seriously wounded 
in most of his limbs, lifted out ol one of 
the ambulances that had just arrived. His 
first thought was fur his pipe, but he had 
no hand in which to carry it, so he desired 
it to bo put in his mouth, and carrying it 
between his lips was himself borne to the 
openrting table. 

One young lad I found reading a hymn 
book, which he said had probably saved his 
life the night before. It was in his waist- 
coat pocket during the engagement, and a 
mini^ ball, which would otherwise have 
gone into his breast, had glanced against 
its cover and fall n to the bottom of his 
pocket. He showed me the ball with much 
satisfaction, and told me he hoped he 
should live to get back to Wisconsin and 
show it to his mother, who had given him 
the hymn book. He had, however, a few 
minutes Imfore been shot in the leg. A 
man lying with one ol his arms off next tho 
narrator, was very anxious that I should 
provide him also with a hymn book, but 
w hether ho w;is influenced most by pity or 
by prudence, I shall not pretend to say. 
There was one young fellow from your soo- 
tion of country — though I cannot recall 
the name of the town or village he mcn- 
fionerl — he was severely but not painfully 
wounded, who seeing some clean linen rag 
which one of the doctors had left on tho 
ground a little distance off, asked mu to 
tear him off a piece that would servo him 
as a ])ocket handkerchief. Thinking the 
surgeon might have set apart the lim n for 
some special purjmse, and preferring in 
any case to give him a bonn fttle handker- 
chief, if I had one left, I felt in my pocket 
and there at its bottom was the la-st of my 
smiJl store. It was rather a nice affair, 
tho cambric not of the finest, but with 
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quite a et^Iish border round its edge, and 
he pronounced it “bully” as I handed it 
to liiin. The ontside fold had, as usual, 
the Commission's stamp, but it soon ap- 
peared that there was still another mark 
on it, for he had scarcely unfolded it, and 
held it out fur an admiring inspection, be- 
fore he uttered quite a shriek of delight, 
and asked me if I knew his folks at home, 
and if they had given me the handkerchief 
to hand to him. It appeared that besides 
our mark, there was worked in thread 
the name of a relief society in his native 
place, and he gave sundry reasons for his 
positive assertion that the marking must 
have been done by none other than his lit- 
tle bister Lizzie. Without perhaps fully 
appreciating his arguments, I saw no good 
reason for disturbing his impression, and 
left him quite happy in its indulgence. 

Passing from one tent to another, I found 
a Chaplain standing by two stretchers, the 
occupant of each lying, with stiff oiit- 
stretehed limbs, and tho quiet upturned 
face covered with the blanket, which was 
now to servo as a winding sheet. Another 
Chaplain appeared in a moment, with two 
men bearing another stretcher, tho corpse 
covered with tho old grey overcoat which 
had shielded him from so many btorms, 
and served him so often for blanket or pil- 
low. Tho beorers pick up the stretcher, 
and they, the two Chaplains, and mysrlf, 
are all that follow the warriors to their 
grave. A few paces off, in a little space 
between two clumps of bushes and sap- 
lings, the wide grave is being dug — there 
ia but one for tho three comrades iu battle 
and death — by tho three men, who take 
their turn in digging and resting beneath 
the burning rays of the unclouded over- 
powering sun. It is evidently a matter of 
pride and conscience with them to dig 
deep and make, as one terms it, “a hand- 
some grave.” Their oaths and rough talk 
are silenced. The youngest of them, rather 
a smart young sergeant, is obviously bent 
on making ,v pood impression on the chap- 
lains, and talks somewhat learnedly and 
sentimentally on the way in which they 
must have received their wounds, and on 
our all having to come to this, on the field 
or in our beds, he docs not see that it 
nutkes much difference — but ho talks quiet- 



ly and soon stops, working steadily with 
the otliers, who have nothing to say except 
to interchange some undertoned remark 
os to the earth being loose in this spot, or 
a stone being in the way there. Just os 
they arc giving the finishing strokes, some 
one hurries up, claims one of tho bodies 
to be bent home to his friends, and the two 
men with him carry it off. The diggers 
agree to leave a thiid of the space unfilled 
with soil for some other body — “ there will 
be a many graves wanted through the day” 
— they leap up from the grave and tell the 
chaplains it is ready, then lean on their 
spades and uncover their heads. Wo also 
uncover, and one of the chaplains reads 
aloud from his little pocket bible, “ Now 
is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first fruits of thi m that slept — for since 
by man came death, by man came also 
the resurrection of the dead,” and the rest 
of tho chapter. He is followed by tho 
other cha])luiu in a short address, followed 
by tt prayer, then the uncoffiued forms ore 
lowered, the fresh earth covers them more 
closely, (and more kindly it seems to me,) 
than a wooden box would — 1‘« o empty space 
left by their side for whoever shall come 
next, — wooden boards inscribed with their 
nomes, companies and regiments, are placed 
at their heads, and there wo leave them to 
their long rest, one wrapped in his blanket, 
while tho other — 

** like a warrior taking his rest, 

** With h-B martial cloak around him.** 

Coming out of the inelomre, I stopped 
to talk to several of a crowd — some three 
hundred— of rebel prisoners, who stood or 
sat in two groups under guard — some of 
them in great trepidation le.st tho shells 
sent by their own people should reach 
them. (The shelling and musketry, but 
more especially tho cannonodiiig, goes on, 
more or less, all .the time.) One of them 
was a South Carolina Colonel, named 
Brown, I am told, who sat on the ground 
whittling a piece of stick with his pen- 
knife, which induced a fat officer who stood 
over him, and probably resented the cut- 
ting down from its maximum proportions 
of even a piece of wood, to inform him 
that he would certainly be taken for a 
Yankee if he persisted in whittling. The 
Colonel only grinned, however, and went 
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on paring; perbnp!<, beginning to enter- 
tain the idea that wurso tbinga might befall 
bim than to bo taken for a Yankee. One 
of them, an innocent looking, mild eyed 
young lad — os many of them are — i« the 
8 on of the woman who lives in the log-cabin 
by the side of which I am now writing, and 
is now, therefore, a prisoner within a few 
yards of his mothers’ house. The poor 
woman has been to see him and declares, 
with many tears, that be was led away by 
his neighbors against her entreaties. Her 
trouble is shared by the boy’s grandfather, 
and by several young sisters, very pretty 
and delicate looking, notwithstanding that 
they have no shoes, and wear such uncrin- 
oliued gowns of striped home-made stuff os 
a Biddy would scorn to use fur scrubbing 
cloth in the North, and lire in a cabin of 
two rooms, log-ceiled, and log walled in- 
side os well as outslds^ and hardly anything 
in it but on old wardrobe, a ricketty table, 
a couple of beds, with the inevitable coun- 
teq>ane of checkered stuff, and equally in- 
evitable spinning-wheel. 

An ambulance train, loaded with wound- 
ed, leaves here probably this afternoon for 
Fredericksburg or Port KoyiU, whichever 
way is most free from guerrillas — and by 
this, it it goes, I shall seek an outlet from 
the Held — but I shall trust this to heod- 
quorters’ m lil-bag rather than carry it my- 
aclf to Washington, for I think it likely it 
will thus pass through there on its way to 
you sooner than I shall reach the place. 

Very truly and respectfully yours, 
AnPREU J. Bloor, 

Auutanl Se.reiMtn/. 



LETTER WRITING IN C\MP. 

A Rpecial aid RtroHing about tho extensive 
groandfl occupied by the hospitalR. findM many 
datiea presenting themselvta, of a different 
character from the nnrsiug and feeding which 
moat pertain to bid office; his badge bringH 
him many a coll from those who, far from homo 
and friends, want to send *‘Uiie” to those; for 
one he will write a letter, to another fnmish 
mail facilities for a letter already written; an- 
other has gone so far as to indite os well as he 
con his messages of love to those at home, and 
wants it directed in a more legible hand ; another 
wants a sheet of paper and an envelope. It is 
an important part of onr duties in the hospitals 
to attend to the correspondence of the aick and 



wounded, and many a touching message are we 
called upon to convey. I was impressed by the 
simple honesty and prudence of a private who 
was lying in one of the tents, sick with a dan- 
gerous disease; I asked him if I should say to 
his wife that he was belter? “No," said he, 
“don't give her anything to be laying oat 
upon." Ho evidently thought his disease might 
prove filial, and any encouraging words would 
be building up. perhaps, a false hope. There 
is great delicavy of feeling cihibitcd by many 
of these suflering men. and often a reluctance 
to divulge their private griefs, in strong con- 
trast to the “ mockery of woe," not nnfreqnent- 
ly met with among the more educated classes. 
Let not this Bocretiveness bo too summarily 
placed to the account of insensibility: the 
soldier is not apt to be a man of word-i; he U 
ashamed to betray a tenderness of feeling which 
may* appear faint-hearted; as one said to me, 
when 1 spoke of bis endurance under suffering, 
*' it does not become asoldier to complain." 

A regiment of infantry from the front, after a 
long march of seventeen mile-s on a dusty road, 
almost without fo<Hl, piLssing our tent saw some 
of the aids with the badge of the Sanitary Com- 
mission on their hats, “ Ah." sa3*8 one wayworn 
veteran, •* there's the Sanitary’; that's what I’ve 
been wanting to see." These poor fellows im- 
mediately wanted soft bread, and in the ab- 
sence of any supply of this, wore provided with 
Boston soft crackers, to their great relief, wash- 
ing them down wit'a the best coffee, prepared at 
one of tho feeding fcUtions. 

WH.Vr IS BEING DDNE FOR OUR SICK 
A^D WOUNDED SOLDIERS. 

(Prom tho Agriculturlat.] 

WiiiTK House, Va , ^wik 9tt, 1M4. 

[The reodci-s will please give the entire credit 
of the June and July numl>erH of the AgrionU 
turiint to my worthy editorial a.s^ociates, Prof, 
Thurber, Col Weld, Mr. Filch, and their assis- 
bmtH and correspondents. Five weeks ago to- 
day, I left homo to personally aid for a few days 
in tho care of the wounded. Tho days have 
lengthened to weeks, and I cannot yet consent 
to leave this important and interesting field of 
labor. I ev,m begrudge tho brief time devoted 
to thU hasty letter, for every moment I can be 
in the camp gives o]>(>ortunRy to contribnte 
soInethiDg to the comfort of a suffering fellow. 
I may perhaps run home fora day or two. to at- 
tend to some*important busines.s, but with this 
exception, I feci it a duty, as well as the high- 
est pleasure, to remain near the battle fields, so 
long as hundreds of men are almost daily struck 
down, and while so much can be done to allevi- 
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ate (heir Bufferings, It is the more my duly, as 
my health coutiuues veiy good, notwitlisluud* 
ing the severity of the irigbt and day labor, the 
absence of regular wholesome meals, of betls, or 
of any of the comforts of home, or civilization 
even. I have so far felt none of the evil influ- 
ences of th<He malarious regions, which seri- 
ously affect 80 many others. I doubt not our 
readers w*ill readily excuse mo f(«r preHent in- 
attention to correspondence, to business, and to 
the rending columns.] 

My notes lost month to my associates, which 
I see they took the liberty to print, left me at 
Fredericksburg. Since then we have been to 
Belle Plain again, to Acquia Creek, (May 22,) 
down the Potomac and up the llf>ppnbnnuock to 
Port Royal, (May 25,) and to Fredcricaburg again, 
(May 26.) to bring away the last of the wound- j 
ed; back to Port Royal, then down the R«j)pa- I 
hannock and Chefapeake, up tbo York River, 
and to this point, U Lite House, on the Puinun- 
key River, where we arrived Monday, May 30, 
The work at these several points has been much 
the same, viz., the reception and care of wound- 
ed and sick, sent to the rear from the battlo 
field. At each place, and especially at Freder- 
icksburg and hero, we have heard the almost 
constant roar, of cannons, sometimes in too 
rapid succession to admit of counting the dis- 
tinct discharges of the heavier guns, even, and 
we have almost learned to plan our work ahead 
for a given number of wounded, by the chuiac- 
tcp and direction of the firing. 

Of the character of our work, any one can 
judge, by thiuking wlmt would be d>uo in a 
household where one of its uieuibers hiid been 
maimed by accident How many attentions 
would bo bestowed, bow many comforts would 
be planned, hovr would the sympathies of the 
whole neighborhood be called foith for mile.s 
around. Here wo have thonsa ;ds of innimed 
men, some of them pierced and torn in every 
conceivable manuer— not one in a house, but 
often a score or more, on the ground, tinder a 
single large tent Ulun soldiers are disabled, 
they are sent to the r«;ar, where the surgeon 
perfortus such hasty dressing ami other opera- 
tions as may Ite most needed. As soon as cir- 
cumstances allow, they arc then sent to the base 
of supplies, in ambulances, (covcre<l spring 
wagons,) or often in Kpringlcsa army wagons. 
The guerrillas that hover around the rear, mak(\ 
it necessary to send a strong military guard 
along with each train of wouniled. and also pre- 
clude the attendance of civilians to fec<l and care 
for the wounded while on the way. Such help 
only is given as can be afforded by the drivers 
and the soldiers detailed to attend them. The 



compinitively few Hauibiry Commission wagons 
and relief men allowed at the front, do what 
(hey cun for the men liefore they leave the field 
bospituls. It in these famisbcil, weary, hungry, 
often tired and fainting lucn, that w*e are try- 
ing to receive and provide for to the utmost of 
our ability. And Go<l bo thanked for the noble 
cutupiise of the U S. Sanitary Commisnion, 
and for the patriotic hearts and bands that have 
supplied its treasury with the means for carry* 
ing abundant supplies to the points where need- 
ed. I have scot you a puitiul list of the stores 
bmugbt to this |K)int, which is but one of the 
fields of labor. I cannot begin to describe the 
work done. My note book, and the broader 
pages of memory, would furnish details euough 
to till a hundred columns in the Agriculturist. 
A few items must suffice. 

At Belle Plain ft large force of men, in alter- 
nate squmlft, were occupied night and day, from 
May iu to May 25, in feeding the men with coffee, 
milk punch to the fiinting, soft bread and 
crackeis, medicines, and *kuany delicacies— in 
giving clothing, erntehes, arm slings, blankets, 
etc. ; in dressing wounds, iu cheering the des- 
ponding, in conversing with the dying, in writ- 
ing letters for those unable to write for them- 
i selve.s, iu receiving and forwarding letters, par- 
! cels, etc. ; in short, in everyw’uy in which they 
conld comfort the living, and in burying those 
who died when thus far rn their way home. The 
work d<me at that point alone, a tboiisaud ttmes 
repaid all the great and small Sanitary Fairs 
ever held, and uU the home efforts ever put 
forth. 

At the same time, 32 fonr horso wagons were 
engiged in hauling supplies to the anuy, and 
es|M'cially to Fredericksburg, where the same 
kind of work was going on, but on a still larger 
scale, if pcKsible. Central distribating stores 
wero established, and the city was districted 
I off, and squads of relief men assigned to each 
! district (The agents of the (Jornmission ac- 
corapanying the army, are called Uio Relief 
CorjiH, and those at the rear with the wounded, 
are termed the Auxiliary Relief Corps.) These 
latter consist partly of regulnriy empleyed men, 
(who are previously trained to the work of 
dres>ing wounds, preparing food for the sick, 
etc.,) but more largely of volunteers, who givo 
Uieir time and best energies freely, but who 
work entirely subject to the regular Auxiliary 
Relief Cuips 

Tbc.se companies, with temporary captains to 
direct, weilt from house to house in their neve- 
rul bents, and commenced their good work. 
Though numbering over one hundred and fifty, 
there was at ono time on average of nearly fifty 
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for each one to look after. Those skilled in that 
branch, assisted in dres.sing wounds; others 
eanied aiound end dispensed prepared foods 
and drinks, etc., from the sanitary stores. The 
memory of the hoars and days occupied in this 
will never dim. That clean, nice dannel shirt, 
mode perhaps by jour hands, gentle reader, or 
at least bought with yonr money or work, and 
put in place of a blood or dirt'Boiled one, by 
the band that writes this, perhaps comforted a 
Bon, or brother, or relative of the maker hcr- 
«elf. I see a pair of bare feet of a noble man 
stretched upon the floor, unable to raise himself 
op; I hasten to put upon them a pair of home- 
knit Bocko. Who knit them ? Perhaps the one 
that reads this. Somebody knit them for some- 
body's son— and that ia enough. Never shall I 
forget one pair given. A mark on them indi- 
cated the knitter’s name. The soldier took them 
in his bands, looked them over and over again 
— then kissed them, hugged them to bis bosom, 
and turning upon his side, wept I could not 
stay there, to ask what were his thongfaU. 
These hands of mine are hallowed by the hun- 
dreds of pairs of socks, the shirts, the drawers, 
the arms-slings, the emtehes, the pillows, the 
ring-cushions, the slippers, etc., that they have 
been permitted to give to sneb men during five 
weeks past And every hand that has helped 
to make the.se things, or helped by work, or 
dimes, or dollars, to buy them, is a nobler 
hand therefor. I wish I could give a thousandth 
part of the items. I have said nothing of tho 
tens of thousands of cups of good coffee, pre- 
pared with puro milk, brought condensed in 
cans, and sweetened with good sugar; of other 
thou'iands of cups of tea; of milk punch when 
stimulants were most needed; of farina, of beef 
or chicken broth, which modem invention en- 
ables ns to carry fresh to the field. Imagine at 
least a hundred persons constantly preparing 
and bearing these things to our sick and wound- 
ed and brave men, far from home and homo 
comforts and care, and again with me thank 
God that it was put into the hearts of tho 
people, to work in fairs and at home for our 
soldiers, and that you and I havo been privileged 
to bear some part in this noblest enterprise of 
this or any other ago. Let ns keep on doing. 
We are in the midst of the mightiest stmgglo 
tho world Ima even seen. For thirty-six days 
an almost incessant battle has gone on, and the 
end is not yet Bat I must hasten. * 

At Port Royal, Va., the same work was re- 
peated for three days and nights. The Sanitary 
Commission steamer, loaded down with stores 
and with relief men, were on hand two hours 
before the first wounded man arrived, and we 



fed and cared for all who came in, until they 
were sent for from Washington, whither they 
wore carried direct by water, in comfort4ibIe, 
commodious steamers. 

At this point, (White House,) we arrived two 
days in o<lvance of the wounded. You should 
see our eight distributing and feeding tents on 
shore, and the bnsy relief agents, cooking, 
hastening from tent to tent with pailsfull of the 
best nutriment, bundles of clothing, etc. Shall 
I speak of a single day’s work of my own, in 
illustration ? The men bad for thirty six days 
been away from their usual access to suttlera, 
or other sources of supply. I found a great 
eagerness for tobacco, among those accustomed 
to use this narcotic; the longing seemed to be 
intensifieil by their condition. Yesterday I 
went around with a basket on each arm. and a 
haversack on my neck. A rough estimate of 
the day's work, from the morning and evening's 
stock on hand, showed that I had given ont 
writing paper and envelopes to about 700 men; 
pencils to 90; a lai^o lot of newspapers sent di- 
rect to me by Mr. Felt, of Salem, Mass. ; crutch- 
es, to 13G wounded below the knee, who were 
thus enabled to get up and move about; arm- 
slings to 11.’) wounded in the arm, (perhaps yon 
made oneof these reader;) a piodb of chewing 
tobacco each, to abont 370; Biuoking tobacco 
and matches to abont 4.50, and pipes to 73 who 
had lost theirs. (A w^ounded man seldom brings 
anything from the field except what is in his 
pockets.) This ia the only day 1 have attempted 
to keep an account of tho work done. With my 
outfit of baskets, etc.., I looked like, and was not 
inappropriately dubbed a ** Yankee Pcdler.” I 
doubt if any other Yankee Podler ever did a 
belter business in one day, or one that paid a 
thousandth part as well. The pleasant running 
conversation kept up all day was cheering, to 
myself at least, and the *'Qod bless yous” and 
choerfnl “good mornings'* or “good even- 
ings’* responded from every tent ns I loft it, 
was good pay. Everywhere I met others of our 
relief agents bearing other things, or bending 
over the wounded men, dressing their wounds, 
and literally “pouring in oil and wine.'* Tho 
sleep of that night was sweetened by bearing 
out thirty-eight nice warm new blankets to as 
many blankctless men whom I found, as I came 
from a distant part of the camping ground at a 
late hour in the evening. These men hod been 
brought in after dork, and ha<l got separated 
from the rest of their train. I am sure some 
of their lives were thus saved. I speak thus par- 
ticularly of my own work because I can speak of 
that best. Almost two hundred others are ear- 
iSestlj and feelingly laboring to the utmost of 
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their strength in tbo different departments. 
Snch is the work at White House Laoding to> 
day. May I not neglect the Agriculturist an- 
other month, if need be ? 

Orakoe Judd. 



Mr. Judd adds, writing from Whitchonse, 
June 7: 



It will be a matter of interest to the contrib- 
otors to the funds, and especially to the friends 
of the soldiers, to know irAul is supplied hy the 
tJ. S. Sanitary Commission. The following is 
only a paitial list of the supplies on hand at 
this place, yesterday. They are on board of 
half a dozen steamers, barges and schooners in 
the river, and are being carried on shore, part 
to eight distribuling tents, and part to some 
forty four horse W'agons, which are carrying 
them to the “front” There arc about 100 
teamstera, porters, etc., engaged in handling 
the storcN. nu nning the boats, etc., and 150 or 
more of the hired and volunteer relief corps, 
engaged in distributing directly to the wound- 
ed and sick, and in dressing wounds and caring 
for the men otherwise. These articles are all 
needed; the use of most of them will be obvious 
to every one; others are required for tents and 
other work. 

This list contains on assortment forwarded 
from the general storehouses, about in the pro- 
portion they are expected to he needed. Daily 
orders go off for each article of w'hich tho stock 
is being draam down. 



cani condcoMod milk. 
a.61^ lbs. loft ciwckflri. 

1.S66 Ibt. Ikrina. 

4,666 Ib«. auKar. 

16.307 cans tomstocn. 

7M lb«. corn sUrrh. 

9,310 Iba. prep'll chocolata. 
804 lbs. ground coffee. 

193 lbs. extract coffee. 

60 lbs. coc<«. 

1,000 Ibe. oat meat 
400 Iba com moaL 
94 lbs. gelatine. 

100 lb*, maiccaronl. 

80 lbs. arrow root. 

900 lbs. rice. 

IRO lbs. butter. 

11 bbls. flour. 

447 cans peaches. (9 Ib. e.) 
160 cons pears, (3 lb. cans.) 

160 dos. fresh eggs. 

161 cans green l^ns. 

916 cans roast nhickon.3 lb. cl 
600 cans riMst turke.r. 9 lb. c. j 
9.403 cans roast beef, 3 lb. c. | 
336 cans conds'd beef soup. 
9.900 c. other canned moats. 

9 bbla. hams. 

616 bottles Jamaica rum. 

8M bottles brandy. 

600 bottles sherry wine. 
1.476 bottles whiskey. 

13 bottles cherry brandy. 

10 gallons foreign wine. 

87 gallons domiwUc wine. 

67 bottles cider. 

916 bottles ale hoL 
1 package splrita. 

9 bbls. molsasos. 

1,198 bottles ex. of ginger. 



360 bot bay rum. for bathing 
166 boxes lemons. 

368 ImtUcs lemon syrup. 

81 bbls. porter, in bbta. 

65 llie. apices. 

136 gallons tamarinds. 

785 lbs. tea. 

30 lbs. mutton tallow. 

18 bedsteads. 

907 bed ticks. 

11 bales of straw. 

758 pillows. 

1,346 pillow eases. 

319 pillow ticks. 

115 maUri'^sses. 

364 chambers. 

348 candlesticks. 

5 large boxes ciishiona. 

477 ring cushions. 

,510 sheets. 

4ho woolen blankets. 

46 mbber blankets. 

,.t93 quilts. 

50 head rests. 

139 stretchers. 

loo lanterns, for night work . 

200 medicino cups. 

48 scissors, for nurses. 

776 h lir combs, 

419 pieces musqnito not. 

44 pieces old silk. 

3 bales oakum, for wounds. 
338 spit eups. 

1.563 hsndkcrohleb. 

3.609 towels. 
i.S'iOtin cups. 

719 tin plates. 

350 tin basins. 

8 large water tanks. 

541 Un spoons. 



116 tin buckets. 

9 cooking stoves. 

39 camp kettles. 

193 knives and forks. 

13 cheap carvers. 

6 fr} ing pans. 

16 large coffee pots. 

7 uulmeg grslerm. 

13 boxes assorted tin ware. 

1 bbd, assort cil tin ware. 

3 bbls. assorted Un ware. 

60 lbs. ssieratus. 

90 baskets. 

4.469 wco'.en shirts. 
l.StH cotttm shirts. 

1,153 hospital shirts. 

571 wooleu drawers. 

847 Canton flannel drawers. 
1,945 cotton soi'ks. 

1.64S woolen socks. 

893 wrappers. 

733 pairs sUp)>ers. 

6 b<»xi-s shoes. 

1 box boots. 

1 large 1 k)x pants. 

369 gallons pickles. 

M bbls curried cabbage. 

318 bbls. ssur kraut. 

535 lbs. smoking tobacco. 
200 lbs. cheese. 

3 ssi'ks salt. 

60 wooden pails. 

4 mMlivlne boxes. 

3 lbs. bromine. 

60 lbs. chloroform. 

1 box qttiniiie. 

l.OOU camphor et opil pills. 

5 bbls. chloride of lime. 
15,500 envelopes. 

15 reams letter paper. 

1.116 lead pencils. 

157 dozen i^n hold era. 

14 gross pens. 

108 bottles ink. 

9 boxes assorted statiaocry. 



430 palm fans. 

99 bales hay. 

13 bales straw. 

400 bushels oats, for t cani fc 

I fire proof safe. 

40 camp stools. 

Large lot assorted Ininbsr. 

3 lu^s nails, 

10 lbs. Bjiikca. 

34 shovels. 

6 axes. 

13 hstebets. 

3 saws. 

13 hammers. 

113 l>roums. 

34 bbls. bsndsgea. 

€ bbls. old Uueu. 

3 bbls. botne-tnade UnL 
50 lbs. i«tent UnU 
3 lbs silk ligature. 

196 bottles cologne. 

(^)phur. 

II boxes reading matter. 
Ijirge bundkw nowspapsro- 
714 arm slings. 

1.400 |wir crutches. 

07 rani's. 

394 lbs. soap. 

14 Icntsw 

1 737 IIm. candles. 

140 j«da 
3 bales sponges. 

9 boxes sponges. 

35 Iba ^KiDges. 

144 gross matches. 

III b'Ooms, 

100 hospital lamps. 

7 large camp chests, with fUH 
sssortmptjt of everything 
in, for field use on the in- 
stant. 

Extra harness, saddles, brh 
dles. flags, razors, shav- 
ing brushcs.msrkingpota» 
etc., etc. 



HOLIES AND LODGES. 

Cairo. 

During tho nine weeks ending Jon© 1, tha 
nnmber admitted was 17,4f>9. from different 
states; of mealH fumiahed, 38,892; of lodgiugs, 
13,062; 1831 were aided in procuring transpor- 
tation. 

Nasiiyille. 

During the five weeks ending June 4. the 
number admitted was 4611, from 2-) diftorent 
aUtea; of meals fumiahed, 16,353; of lodgings, 
4967; transpcM-tation was secured for 3939, and 
$7527 of pay was collected and paid over. 

Louibtillb. 

The nnmber of meals furnished during the 
month of May has been 19,799; of lodgings^ 
6,327. 

New Albakt, (IifD.) 

Namber admitted daring May. 800; of meals 
furnished, 1,868; oflotlgings, 557. 

Caitp Nelson, (Kt.) 

Number of lodgings famished daring tha 
month, 7,526; ofmeali, 23,604. 

DETEorr. 

During the months of March and April there 
were admitted 1.134; the nnmber of meals fur- 
nished was 4,864, and of lodgings, 1,416. 

Memphis. 

Daring the five weeks ending June 4. the 
number admitted has been 154^ from 19 dif- 
ferent states; of meals furnished 4289; of lodg- 
ings 1296; transportation was procured for 24 1. 
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Mr. Christy reports: 

The ndnptioo. in March last, of a system 
of registmtion adiiitionsl to the general reg- 
ister of the ** Lodge" of the work of special 
relief at this point, makes it possible to furnish, 
from time to time, a more extended showing of 
what has been done in that department than has 
heretofore been given in my weekly reports. 
Believing that such a showing may conbiin 
some items of interesL I have collected the 
materials for it from my books, and herewith 
send them for yonr perusal. 

The period of time embraced is from April 
1st to April 30tb, inclusive of both dates. 

The whole number registered daring that 



period is 1,420 

Furloughed 351 

Discharged 32 

Recruiting Service 97 

Convalescents 292 

Recruits 218 

Guards 222 

Detached Service 73 



From States, as follows: 

Blinois, 433; Iowa, 181; Ohio, 146; Missonri, 
73; Indiana, 97; Michigan, 75; Minnesota. 69; 
Wisconsin, 61; Kentucky, 39; New York, 33; 
New Jersey, 32; Pennsylvania, 13; Mississippi 
Marina Brigade, II; Kansas, 10; Tennessee, 7; 
Massachusetts, 6; Veteran Reserve Corps, 3; 
Regnlar Army, 2; Nebraska, 2; New llamp- 
shire, 1; Maine, 1; Connectient, 1; Lonisiana, 
(A. I).,) 1. 

Of these, forty-one were nick, ten crippled in 
varions ways, one sick and crippled, and two 



wonnderL 

Nnmber of lodgings fnrnisbed 1,324 

Number of meals famished 4,802 



Besides famishing lodgings and meals as 
above, we have given additional relief to one 
hundred and fifty-six ont of the one thonsand 
four hundred and ninety-two men, as follows: 

Famished transportation at Govern- 



ment rates, throngh Quartermaster . 127 

Transportation paid by Commission . . 2 

Carriage within the city to 24 

Clothing to 6 

Aid in correcting papers 9 

Aid in drawing pay 13 

Amonnt drawn and paid over $2,632.77 

Medical advice furmshed to 3 

Money given to 5 

Bent to hospital 13 

Referred to local relief associations ... 6 



Rations famished to seventeen enlisted men 
out leaving, who conld not draw them from the 
Commissary. 

Yon will have noticed that the work of the 
Lodge has been gradually diminishing forthreo 
months I had supposed that this decrease 
would enntinne. Movements of troops along 
the Mississippi, and in the adjacent section, 
warranted tins expectation. I think. Bat the 
faiinre of both the Red River expeditions— that 
nnder General Steele and that under General 
Banks— making necessary another campaign, 
and the concentration of troops here, will, I 
think, not only check this deoline, but rather 
increase our work. 



; POIN r ISABELLA HOSPITAL, KENTUCKY. 

Mr. Payson reports: 

By the kinJne.ss oI4!ltptain T. S. H ill, I 
was furnishoJ with an ambulanoo, and tak- 
ing such stores as were thought to be ueod- 
> ed, I started for Camp Burnside on the 
I morning of the lUth. On reaching Hill's 
G.tp, I found the post, which hod hereto- 
fore been somewhat extensive, broken up, 
and the store.s on hand removed to Grab 
Orchard. On the following day I reached 
Somerset, where I expected to find a hos- 
pital, but was informed that in M ireli last 
it was given up, and the pitients were re- 
moved to Point Isabella, which place I 
reitclied at 7 P. M. I was most oordiallT 
received by Dr. C. W. Leonard, of the lOtn 
Michigan Cavalry, now acting as post snr- 
geon. 

As the former supply of stores which hare 
been sent to this post, aud which was very 
liberal, was now entirely exhaushid, the men 
were very grateful for the articles I took 
them. 

1 From Dr. Leonard I learned that in Jan- 
uary last the ho.spital was establishe l and 
I put nnder the immediate care of Dr. II irria, 
of the 7th R lode Island. H i rum lined in 
charge till the 19th of Mirch, when Dr. 
Lionird was ordered to break up the hos- 
pital of which he had charge at Horn erset 
and take charge of that at the Point. 

From the establishment of the hoipital 
there have been three him Ired patients; of 
these, thirty-four have died. The prevail- 
ing diseases have been typhoid and puen- 
monio. 

; The site for the hospital w.as doubtless 
, thought to be as desirable ns at that time 
could be selected. It is on an emineuoa 
sorao three hundred feet above the river. 
The ground being very unevep, the hospi- 
tal tents were pitched in n hollow, although 
raisesl some three feet from the ground. 
They are all floored, and at present diy. 
Two hospital tents embrace a ward, and in 
each is a largo stone flre-place. It is to be 
feared that when the heavy rains set in, the 
water will stand nnder the tents, unless 
great care is taken to have proper drainage. 

. The location, with the best of care, is not 
desirable. 

I am happy to say that Dr. Lsonard is 
unremitting in his care of his patients. Ha 
visits them reg 1 irly twice a day, and all 
special oases three or four times a day. His 
' labors are very arduous, having now neither 
clerk nor assistant. 

The police of the hospital is good. Every 
man is required to wash twice a week. 
There is great fear that the hospit.il will 
suffer for the want of good wholesome 
water. They are obliged to h ml all they 
use from a spring half a mile distant, ana 
keep it in b.srrels. As there can be no ioe, 
it is all important that they should be fur- 
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with dried mrrantft, rafphrrry vine- 
gar, niid lemonn, for cooling drinks. In 
the goieral, I nm say that all is done for 
the comfort and reKtoralion of the patients 
tlint can he, under the circnnibtancea. 
Tliere has heen ft great d« fieiency of nu d- 
ical njj)pHef», which, it is Injjnd, will be 
8]M edily met. As the great niajoiilyof the 
Cft'*eH are of a low foini, the ho»-)>ilal ahould 
be provided with a good supply of stinm- 
lants. 

Tliere is connected with the hospital a 
post burial ground. It contains about half 
an aerc uiiinclosed, and has twtnty nine 
gruvea. The names and numbers I will 
endeavor to send you. 

At piosent the hospital has a capacity of 
ninety-two beds, ail of which arc occupied. 
Ellorts are being made to erect suitable 
buildings on an adjoining hill, near a tine 
cool spring. Should this efl'ort be kuccchh- 
fuJ, it will be of great advantage to the 
health of the men. 

Of tlie patic*nts, fifteen are from Indiana, 
nine from Illinois, tifteen from the lOtU 
Mb bigan Cavalry, and fifty-four from Ken- 
tucky. 

I al .“0 visited the 49th Kentucky, the only 
regiment now at the post. It has only seven 
in the hospital. At the sick call, they have 
Boiiie twenty five or thirty cases, mostly 
diuirhen and intermittent. Although the 
health of this regiment has been uncom- 
monly good hcrt loforc, there can be no 
doubt, if tliey continue in their prc.sont 
Cftinping ground lliroiigh the hot season, 
that sickness w ill increase, as there is much 
of malarial influence. 



NOTES UN NURSING. 

CHATTERINO nopES ANU ADVICES. 

No mockery in the world is so hollow as tho 
advice showered upon the sick. It is of no use 
for the hick to say any thing, for what the lul- 
viser wants is, to know the truth al>out the 
Bhite of the patient, but to turn whatever the 
sick may say to the snpj>ort of his own argu- 
ment. set forth, it muxt be repeated, without 
any inquiry whatever into tho patient’s real 
comlitiou. "But it would be impertinent or 
indecent in me to make such an inqnirj’,” says 
the adviser. True; and how much more im- 
itim ut is it to give > our advice when you can 
ow- nothing aljout tho truth, and admit you 
could not inquire into iL 

To nurses I say— these arc the visitors who 
do your pjiticnt harm. When you hear him 
told: 1. 1 hat be has nothing tho matter with 
him, ond that he wants cheering. 2. That he 
is committing suicide, and that ho wants pre- 
venting. 3. That he is the tool of somebody 
who luakf a use of him for a purpose. 4. That 
he will listen to noV>ody, but is obstinately bent 
upon his own way; and 5. That he ought to bo 
callctl to a sense of duly, and is flying in the 
^•e of IVovulence; then know that your patient 
is receiving all tho injury that ho can receive 
from a visitor. 



Commis^on DuUeiin, 



How little the real Bufferiug* of illness are 
known or understootl. How little df'es anyone 
in good hcuhh fancy him or e\eii Acmelf into 
the life of a si.-k person. 

Do, you who are about the aVk or who visit 
the sick, try and give them pleasure; remembor 
to bdl them what will do so. How often in 
such visits the sick person has to do (he whole 
conversation, exerting his own iningination and 
memory, while you would tike the visiu»r, ab- 
801 bed in his own unxieties, making no eflbrt of 
memory or iinaginatioo. for the si* k person. 
"Oh! my dear, I have so much to think of, I 
really quite forgot to tell him that; beddes, I 
thought he would know it," siiys tho visilor to 
another friciut How could "he know it?” 
Depend ujwii it, the people who say Ihi-s are 
really those who have little "to think of.** 
Tlieie are many burthened with business who 
always manage to keep a pigeon-bole in their 
minds, full of thiugK to tell tho " invalid.” 

I do not say, don’t tell him you» anxieties — 
I believe it is good for him nn*l gootl lor yon 
too; but if you tell him what is anxious, surely 
you can remember to tell him what is pleasant 
too. 

A sick person does so enjoy hoaiing good 
news; for instance, of a love and court-ship, 
while in pio:»res8 to a good ending If yon tell 
him only when the marriage takes place, he 
loses half the pleasure, which God knows ho 
has little enough of; and bn to one but you 
have told him of some love-making with a bad 
ending. 

A sick persou also intensely enjoys hearing of 
any motrrUtl good, any positive or practical 
snccens of the right. He has so much of books 
and fiction, of principles, and precepts, and 
theories; do, instead of advising him with ad- 
vice he has heard at least fifty times before, tell 
hiiu of one benevolent act which has really suc- 
ceeded pmctically, it is like a day s health to him. 

Yon have no idea what the craving of sick, 
with undiminiKhod i>ower of thinking, but little 
power of doing, is to hear of good praetieal ac- 
tion. when they can no longer pjirtake in it 

Do observe these things with the sick. Do 
remember how their life is to them disappoinU 
c*l and iucomplote. You see them lying there 
with miserable disappointments, from which 
they can have no escape but death, and you 
can’t remembor to tell tnem of what would givo 
them so much pleasure, or at least an hour’s 
variety. 

They don’t want yon to l>e laehlymoso and 
whining with them, they like you to be fresh 
and active and intcrcstetl, but they cannot bear 
absence of mind, and they are so tired of tho 
advice and preiuhing they receive from every- 
bo«ly, no matter whom it is. they ace. 

There i.s no better society than babies and 
sick peo])lo for one another. Of course you 
must manage this so that ueithor shall sutler 
from it. which is perfectly possible. If you 
think the "air of ilie sick room” bad for the 
baby, why it is bad for tho invalid too, and. 
therefore, you will of course correct it for both. 
It fre-shens up a sick person's whole mental at- 
mosphere to see ‘"the baby." And a very 
young child, if unspoiled, will generally adapt 
Itself wonderfully to the ways of a sick jierson, 
it the time they spend together in not too long. 

If you knew how unreasonably sick people 
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from rea-soimhle muses of distress, yon 
\rouM tiika more p lias about all these ibinii*. 
An iiifaut laid upon the sick bed ui)l do the 
Kick person, thus snflr»*rinj<. more good than all 
your login. A piece of good uewa will do the 
ennie. Perhaps yon are afiaid of diKturbing” 
him. Ymi stiy there is no comfort for his pres- 
ent cause of utlliction It is jierfectly reason- 
able. The di'^tinetion is this, if be is nblig' d i 
to act, do not “ disturb” him with another sub- : 

i ’ect of thought iiist yet; help him to do what : 
10 wants to do; bnt, if ho has done this, or if 
nothing ctin be done, then “disturb” him by 
all means. Yon wjjl nliovo. more effr^otiudly, 
unreasonable anfferiug from reaHoniible enrises 
by telling him “the news," showing him ‘ the 
baby.” or giving him a uuething new to think 
of or to look at, than by all the logic in the 
worhl. 

U has been very justly wdd that the sick arc 
like children in this, that there is no ;>rn^s>rfion 
in events to them. Now it is your husiness, as 
their vi-»itor, to restore this right proportion for 
them — to show them what the rest of ibo world 
is doing. How can «hoy find it ont otherwise? 
Yon will find them far more oj>en to conviction 
than children in this. And yon will find lhat 
their iinreasnimble intensily of sutfering from ; 
tinkindneas, from want of synipalhy. Ac., will 
disappear with Iheir freshened interest in the 
big W'oild's events, Put then yon must l>c able 
to give them real interests, not gossip. 

Ot-SF.nVATlON or THE OICK. 

There is no more silly or universal question 
^arci ly lisked than this, “ Is he better ?” Ask | 
it of the nu'diciiJ attendant, if you please. Put « 
of wlioui else, if you wihb for a r« al answer to 
your qmsiioD, would yon a->k ? Certainly not 
of the easiiul visiP>r; certainly not of the iiurt<e, 
whils the uuiso's observation is so littlci exer- 
cised jw It is now. \Vlmt >ou want are facts, 
not opinions— for who can have any opinion of 
any value us to whether the patient is bolter or 
worse, cxQ> )»ling tlio constant medical atten- 
dant, <»r the really observing nurse? 

The most important practical lesson that can 
be givi-n to nurses is to tt-ach tbom what to 
observe - how to observe — what symptoms in- 
dicate improvem*‘nt--whut the reverse — which 
are <»f itu{>oilance- which are of none — which i 
are the evidence of neglect— and of what kind I 
of neglect 

All this is what ought to make part, and an 
easeniiiil part, of the training of every nurse. 

At present how fuw there are, either piofos- 
sion.d or miprofessionul. who rcidly know at all 
whether any sick iKT!>on they may be with is 
belter or worse. 

The vagueiicHH and looseness of the informa- 
tion one receives in nuswerto that much abused 
question, “ Is be better?” would be ludicrous, if 
it wero not pmiiluL The only aensible answer 
(in the prcK'-iii state of knowledge about sick- 
netw, I wouUl be. “ I low can I know? I cuuuot 
toll how' he wis when I was not with him.” 

I can recoril but a very few sp»'cimi*ns of the 
answers which I hu'o heard made bv fiiends 
and nurses, and accepted by physieiiuis and 
surgeons at the veiy bedside of the pati^Nit, who 
could have contradicted very word, but did not 
— Kometimes fioni amiability, olteu Irom shy- 
ness, ofU;nc.st from languor I 



“ Hovr often have the bowels acte.l, nurse?" 
“Once, air." This generally means that the 
utensil hiLH been emptied once, it having been 
UHC<1 perhapa seven or eight times. 

“Do you think the patient U much weaker 
than he Wiis six wi?eksago?" “ Oh no, sir; you 
know it is very’ long since he boa been up and 
dressed, and he can get across the riK>m now." 
'J*his means that the nurse has not observed 
that wliereaa six wcika ago he aat up and occu- 
|>io<( himself in bed. he now lies still doing noth- 
ing; that, idthough he can “get across the 
Trami," he cannot stand for five seconds. 

Another patient who is eating well, recover- 
ing steadily, idthongh slowly, from fever, but 
canmd walk or sbiud, is reprcaentcHl to the doc- 
tor as making no progress at all. 

Questions, too, as asked now (but too gener- 
ally) of or about patients, w'ould obtain no in- 
formation at all abf iU them, ev< n if the person 
linked of had every information to give. The 
question is generally a leading question; and it 
IK si> gnlsr that p»'oplo never think what must 
bn the answer b) this question l>efore they ask 
it: lor iuHlniice, “Ibis he had a goodnight?" 
Now, one patient will think bo has a bad night 
if he has not slept ten hours without waking. 
Another does not Uiink he has a Imd night if he 
bad intervals of ilfSsing occasionally. The same 
auRwer ha-s uctiiaUv been given as regarded two 
j>atients— ono who had lieen entirely Hlecpless 
|br five limes tw>nty-fonr hours, and died of it, 
and another who hatl not slept the Kleep of a 
regular night, without waking. M'hy cannot 
the question 1 h> askeil. How many hours’ sleep 

has had ? and at what hours of the night?* 

“ I have never closed my eyes all night," on an- 
swer as frequently inado when the speaker has 
hiui fK'vemI hours' sleep as when ho has had 
none, would then be less often snicL Lies, in- 
tentional and unintentional, are. much seldomer 
told in answer to precise than to leading ques- 
tions. Another liequeut error is to inquire 
whether one cause n‘mains, and not whether 
the effect which may be produccKl by a great 
many different causes, nof inquired after, re- 
mains. As when it is asked, w’hcther there was 
noise in the street la-t night; and if there were 
not, the patient is reporte^l, without more ado, 
to have bail a go^sl night. Patients are com- 
pletely taken aback by these kinds of leading 
questions, and give only the exset amount of 
information OKked for, even when they know it 
to be cniiipletely mislcmling. The shyness of 
patients is seldom allowed for. 

How few there are who. by five or six point- 
ed questions, can elicit the whole case, and get 
accuruU'ly to know and to bo able to report 
tciirrf the patimt is. 

I know a very clever physician, of large dis- 
nsiiry and hospiUil practice, who invariably 
gan his cxaminatiim of each patient with 
“Put your linger where you bo bod." That 
roan would never waste his time with collecting 



* Thin is imporUnl, bccomic on lhl» deprmln what the 
rciiu'dy will he. If a jiaUcot Mlncp« twn or three liotirt 
early in Uic nisbt, aud then (hs!« not wlrep amdu at all, 
ten to one It l» not a narcfiticbe wants, but foo«l or kUiu- 
ulna, or isrhapa nnW warmth If. on the other hand, he 
U rcatlraa and awalco all ulsht. and is drowsy In lb# 
moniins. Iiv |>n'bMhly wanU a^ativc-a, oithcr quiet, cool- 
ncMs, or mcilirinc, a licUtcr dirt, or all four. N<<w the 
doctor should be told this, or how can ho jud|;o what to 
gl%a? 




638 



The Siinitary Commission BuUdin. 



inaccnrato information from nurne or patient 
Lending; questions al\vays collect inaccurate in* 
forrautiou. 

At a recent cclobraled trial, tbe following 
leading question wa*» put succeHsively to n'ne 
distinguished medical m-n: “Can you attribute 
these symptoma to anything else imt poison?” 
And out of the nine, eight answered “No!” 
without any qualification whitever It appear- 
ed, uj>on cross-examination: — !. That none of 
them bad ever seen a casn of the kind of poi- 
soning snpposotl. 2. Th it none of them had 
ever seen a case of the kind of disease to which 
tbo death, if not to poison, was attributable. 

3. That none of thorn were even aware of the 
tnaiu fact of the disease and condition to which 
the discivse was attributable 

Surelv nothing stronger can be adduced to 
prove what use leading questions ai'O of, and 
what t'rey le id to 

I had rather not say how many instances I 
have known, where, owing to this syhtera of 
leiiding questions, the patient has died, and tho 
attendants have b>=>en aetudly unaware of the 
principal feature of the ctise. 

It is useless to go through all the particulars, 
besides sleep, in which people have a peculiar 
talent for gleaning inaccurate information. As 
to food, for instance I often think that roost 
common questicn. How is your ap>petite? can 
only be put because the questioner believes the 
questio led has really nothing the m dter with 
him, which is very often the case. JJut where 
there is, the remark bolds good which has been 
made about sleep. The name answer will often 
be made as regards a patient who cannot tike 
two ounces of solid f<)Oil per diem, and a p;v 
iient who does not enjoy five meals a day us 
much O.S usual. 

Again, the question, How is your appetite? 
is often put when How is your digestion ? is tho 
question meant No doubt tho two things de- 
pend on one another. But they are quite dif- 
ferent Many a patient can eat if you can ouly 
“tempt his appetite,” Tho fault lies in y«)ur 
not having got him tho th ng tbit ho fancio.s. | 
But many another patient docs not care betw*M*n 
grapes and turnips— everything is equally dis- 
tasteful to him. He would try to eat anything 
which would do him good; but everything 
“ makes him worse.” The fault hero generally 
lies in tbe cooking. It is not his “uppoiite" 
which requires “ tempting,” it is hU digestion 
which reipiires sparing. And gooil sick cook- 
ery will save the digestion half its work- 

Thoro inftv be four different causes, any one 
of which will produce tho saiuo result, viz, tho 
patient slowly starving to death from want of 
nutrition: 

1. Defect in cooking; 

2. Defect in choice of diet; 

3. Defect in choice of hours fir taking diet; 

4. Defect of appetite in patient; 

Yet all those are generally comprehended in the 
one sweeping assertion that the patient has “ no 
appetite.^’ 

Surely many lives might be B4vcd by drawing 
a cbiftor distinction; for tho remedies are as di- 
verse as the causes. The remedy for tho first 
is to cook hotter; for tho second to choose other 
articles of diet; for the third, to watch for the 
boura when the patient is in want of foofi; for 
the foortb, to show him what he likes, and some- 



times unexpectedly. But no one of these reme- 
dies will do for any other of the defects not 
corresponding with it 

I cannot too often repeat Ihetpatients are gen- 
erally either too languid to observe these tbiugv, 
or bon shy to speak about them; nor is it well 
that ih^y should be mule to observe them, it 
fixes their nttenliou upon themselves. 

Again, I say, what is tbe nurse or friend there 
for except to tike note of these things, instead 
of tho, patient doing so? • 

It is commonly supposed that the nurse is 
there to spare the paticut from making physical 
exertion for biinielf— 1 would rather say that 
she ought to be th^re to spare him from taking 
thought for himself. Am! I am quite sure, that 
if the patient were spared all thought for him- 
self, and not spireil all physical exeitiou. he 
would ba infinitely the gainer. The reverse is 
generally the rase in tbe private house. In tbe 
hospital it is the relief from all anxiety, afforded 
by tbe rules of a well-regulated instituli 
which has often such a beneficial effect upon 
the patient 

Again, tho question is sometimes put. “la 
there diarrhea?’ And tbe answer will be the 
same. whMhor it i.s juat merging into choUro, 
whi.dhT it is a trifling degree brought on by 
some trifling iudis^retion, which will cewe tho 
moment the cause is removed, or wheth«r ther^ 
is no diarrhea at all, but simply relaxed bowels. 

It is Useless to multiply iustunces of this 
kind. As long as obscraation is .so litdo culti- 
vated ns it is now, I do believe that it is better 
for the physician not to see the friends of tho 
patient at all. Th»'y will oflencr mi^lead him 
thau not. And as often by making the patient 
out worse as belter than he really is. 

In tho cas4} of iufaiits, everj'thing must de- 
pend upon the accurate observation of the nurse 
or mother who has to reporL And how seldom 
is this condition of accuracy fulfilled. 

A celebrated man, though celebrated only for 
foolish thiugs, has told us that one of his main 
objects in the education of his son, was to give 
him a ready habit of accurate obs Tvatioii, a 
certainty of iwrception, and that for this pur- 
pose one of his means was a month's course os 
follows:— He took the bov rapidly |>ast n toy- 
shop; the father and sou then described to each 
other ns many of tho objects as they could, 
which they had seen in passing the windows, 
noting them down wuth pencil and paj>er, and 
returning aflerwnrd.s to verify their own accu- 
racy. The boy always succeeded best, c, rj., if 
tbe father described 30 objects, the boy did 40, 
and sc.ircely ever made n mistake. 

I have ofien thonght how wise a piece of 
education this would be for miicb higher ob- 
jects; and in our calling of nurses the thing 
Itself is essentittl, For it may safely bo said, not 
that tho habit of ready and correct observation 
will by itself make us useful nurses, but that 
without it wo shall be useless with all our devo- 
tion. 

I have known a nurse in charge of a sot of 
wards, who not only carried in her head ull the 
111 tie varietieHin the diets which each patient was 
alio ved to fix for himself, but also exactly what 
each patient h:id taken during each day. I have 
known another mirse in charge of one single 
pitiont, who took uw'ay his meals day after day 
all but untouched, and never know it 
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If you find it helps you to note down such 
thinRS on a bitof p.iper, in pencil, by all means 
do HO. I think it more often h\me8 Uian 
strengthens the memory and observation- But 
if you cannot get the habit of observation one 
way or the other, you had better give up b ung 
a nurse, for it is not your calling, however kind 
and aniious you may be. 

Surely you can learn at least to judge with 
the eye how much an ounce of solid fond is, 
how much an ouuco of liquid. You will find 
this helps your observatiou and memory very 
much, yon will then say to yourself, “ A. took 
about an ounce of his meat to-<h\y;*' *‘B. took 
three time.s in 24 hours about \ pint of beef 
tea;" instead of siiying *■ B. has taken nothing 
all day;" or “I gave A. his dinner as usual." 

I have known several of our real old-fashion* 
ed hospital “Histers,” who could, as accurately 
as a measmirg glass, mca.suro out all their po^ 
tients' wine and medicine bj' the eye, and never 
be wrong. I do not recommend this, one must 
be very sure of one's self to do it I only men- 
tion it because if a nurse can by practice meu- 
Bure medicine by the eye, surely she is no 
nnrso who cannot measure by the eye about 
how mut'h food (in ounce) her patient has 
taken. In hospitals those who cut up the diets 
give with sufficient accniucv, to his patient, his 
12 ounces or his G ounces of meat without 
weighing. Yet a nurse will often have patients 
loathing all food and incapable of any will to 
get well, who just tunffilc over the contents of 
the plate or dip the spoon in the enp to deceive 
the uufse, and she will take it away without 
ever seeing that there i.s just the same quantity 
of food as when she brought it, and she will tell 
the doctor, too, that the patient has eaten all 
his diets as usnol, whc!i all she ought to have 
meant is that she has taken awuy his diets as 
usnol. 

Now what kind of a nurse is thi.s? 

I would call attention to something else, in 
which nurses fieqticntly fail in observation. 
There is a well maikcd nislinction between the 
excitable and what I will call the accumulative 
temperament in patients. One will blaze np at 
once, under any shock or anxiety, und sleep 
very comfortably alter it; another will seem 
quite calm and even torpid, under the same 
shock, and people say, “He hanlly felt it at 
all," yet you will find him some time after 
slowly sinking. The buiue remark applies to 
tha action of narcotics, of aperients, w'hich, in 
the one, take effect directly, in the other not 
perhaps for tw'eiity-four hours. A journey, a 
visit, an unwonted exertion, will affect the one 
imin diately, but he recovers after it; the other 
bears it very well at the time, app;iTt.'ntIy, and 
dies or is prostrated for life by ii. People often 
say how difficult the excitable tomperument is 
to maujigo. I say how difficult is the accumu- 
Utivo temperament With the first you have 
an out-break which yon could anticipate, and it 
is all over. With the second you never know 
where you are -you never know when the con- 
sequences are over. And it r« quires your closest 
observation to know what are the consequences 
of what-for the consequent by no means fol- 
lows immediat«dy upon thy antecedent— and 
coarse observation is utterly at fault — Miss 
^ighdngalc. 
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George T. Strong, Ewi-, New York. 

Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, New York. 

A. E. Shims, U. S. A. 

K. C. Wood, Assistant Siirg.-Gcn’l U. 8. A. 
Wolcott Gibbs. M.D., New York. 

B. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M D., New York. 

J. 8. Newberry, M. D., Cleveland. Ohio. 

Ht Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence. U. L 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati. OUia 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, 111. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Wiishington, D. C. 

Horace Binncy, Jr., Phibulelphia. Penn. 

Rev. J. H. Hoywood, Loins^Tlle, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston. Mass. 

Prof Fairtuan Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 

c. J. sum. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Rl. 

omcEBs; 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Baciio, Vic<^-Pn>iidoDt. 

George T. Sln>ng, TreasuriT. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., Oeiieral Keeretary. 

J. 8. NowJ>erry. M.D., Aasoi-iale Secretary. 

J. H. Douglas, M.D., Astswiato Secretary. 

F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary^ 

BTANDINO COJfirnTEB. 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 

George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Bitren, M.D. 

Wolcott Giblw, M.D, 

C. It, Agnow, M.D. 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

Ranitary CommiMion ban made arranffemenU 
Ibr snppl>'lntf information gratiutcuKly. with regard to 
patienU iu aU the UuUod Statci Gruural Uoepitala. 

For information relative to patients la the Ho«p1tal> in 
New York. New Jerae;, the St>w England HUtsM. f-la^t- 
«m Virgini^ Marylaml. District of Columbia, North 
OaroUna, Honth Carolina. Florida and Louisiana. atldrcM 
"Ottce of Sanitarj CominUsiun, Waahiugtua, D. C.” 

For the Hoepftala In Pennsylvania, address **Offlreof 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut hirvet, Phila- 
delphia.’* 

For the HospltaU In Western- Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Olinols. Missouri, Iowa. Kentucky. Tennesaw*. Missis- 
•Ippl. and Arkansas, alilress '*Offlce Sanitary Com- 
mission, LcmisTtllc, Ky." 

In all cases the name. rank, company, and regiment of 
the person Inquired fur should be given, snd where he 
was when last heard from. If the application is b.v letter, 
Uie answer will be sent by return of mall ; if in {»ersoD, 
tt will be answered at once ; or If by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
azpense. 

Soldiers’ Aid SociotiNi. clergymen, editors, and 
Others, can scarmly serve tiie cause nf Uummuity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely dtsscmiuaUug 
a knowledge of the above, amoug thoee who have friends 
la the army. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

Tl>e Ranitary f'-ommiieiirm, nndcr spci'Ul author- 
ity of the Prcaidcnl of the ITrnlcd 8fat*«», maintaina 
an cxiciisivo system of agencies for Hccnring the 
safi* coiivi vance to, and dirtnlmtion of. gixula put 
in its charge for the eick and woundcMl at 
wherf* tlM*y are m<»nl wanted. It np<'ratea with 
equal care and genemaity at all pointa— at NewOr- 
loana ami at WaMhingPm. Imfore Charleaion and at 
C)>attano«>gn -ita dintribiitiona l>eing governed by a 
cmnpiirianti of the wants of the patients in all casoa. 
The following is a list of di-jNtta, to nhich auxiliary 
socictn-H, and all dispowHl bi aitl the sick and 
wotindiHl. without n-fiTcnce to State's or localitiea, 
but einiplr to tliclr relative necessity for aeeiet- 
aiice, are (nvitod to eem] Uicir onbriiiga: 

Rnnitary rommiasion, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Btroet, IkMtou, M.v«. 

Ranitsry ComniiHsinn, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Ranitarr Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, PhiUdelpliia. 

Sanitary CommiH-hin, Branch l>ei>ot, No. 40 
South Sh.trp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Comminsioti, Branch Depot, comer Vine 
and Sixth Str«‘eie, Cmelnnati. O. 

Kaniiary (kunmis^nm. Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, (Meveland, O. 

Sanitary CommisMion. Branch I>epot, No. C6 Mad- 
ison Street, rhirag<i, IlL 

Sanitary Ounuiission, Branch Dci>ot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s BliM'k, nutfilo. New York. 

Sanit.ary Commission, Brauch Depot, No. 59 4th 
8tr»'et. l*ittsl»urg, Penn. 

Sanitary Comniissioo, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
nctl Street, Dntr»»it, Mich. 

Sanitary CommiHsion, Branch Di'put, ColumbuB, 
Ohio. 

Sanitary Commiasion, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no peenniary aid what- 
ever fr«»nj the Govefnment, and ia wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contrilmtione of the pnhlic* for 
the means of suntamiiig its oiterstions. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are soHciUal, and may bo 
transmitted to Owirgo T, Strong, Eaq., Treasurer, 
Gb Wall Street, N. Y. 



RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

Ocnend tiu]»erlntendent, Ksv. F. N. Knapp, Waahlag- 
ton, D. C. Ciusf AsfURtant. J. U. Abbott, 

HoMlera* U<tme. near Baltimore Uailroad Depot,' Waah- 
Ingimi, U. C. 

Soldler'i Lodge. 7« Kingston Rtroel, Bneton. 

Luslge No. 4. tl tmcwtv'n l:$th and 14th Rtreeta. 

Isslge No. 6, Marrlaiid A«'eiiue. near Uailroad Statioo. 

Nurses’ Umne. WaMlitugton. D. C. 

Rnidiera’ Home, Thiol Street, east of Broadway. Cin- 
cinnati. Ohio — Col, O. W. D. Andrswii. Sup’t 

Roldiers' Home. Cairo, IU.— C. N. Shipman. Bup’t and 
EeU«-f Agent. 

K<ililirrs’ Home, Lonlsville. Ky. — Tames Malona, Rup’t. 
Jam*** Morton. H^MNual Keltef Agent. 

Roldiers' Home, Nashville, Teun. — L. Crane, Bnp’t aad 
Reimf Agent 

H»>Uhers’ Home, Colamhus, Ohio . fltip’t 

Roldiers' Home. Cleveland. Ohio — Clark Warren, Sup*l 
and Uelief Agent 

Koldiers’ l>>Uce. near landing. Memphis, Temt — C.W. 
Chnstv. Sup’t and Itelief Agent 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, MUs. — T. Way, Sup’t. 

AUKNCT roa PKSsioaa 

WilliaiD F. Basi'om, reuslon Agent, WashlogtOD, D. O 

BOKPlTAt CAlUL 

Between Washington and New York— SoL Andrewa, 
M. D.. Surgeon In chsrgo. 

Between New York and Boston, via SprlngfielcL 

LmisvUIe and Murfrvesburu*— Dr. J. P. Bar- 
Dum. Surgeon iu charge. 

SANiTAaT mcAMta. 

Cumberlaod Rlvar— New DunialUt 
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FRED’O S. OOZZENS, 

WINE IVIEReHANT, 

73 lf*arren Street^ •Vi’tv Vork, 

(Opposite Hudmo River R. R. Depot,) 

AND 

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, Washington, D. C., 

(Two doors Irom Willard V.) 

Iin.r>orteca. ‘Wlra.es, 3E3ra-ia.<3.1es, cfco., 

OF TUB PCKKST QCaUTT, FOR 

MEDICINAL AND SANITARY PURPOS-^, 

Such as are eiciensivelj used in the 

UNITED STATES HOSPITALS 

-^nd bv the SANITARY COMMISSION. 
ALSO, AMERICAN WINES OF THE HIGHEST GRADES. 

Sole Agent iu New York and Washington fur 

Longworth’s Sparkling and Still Catawba Wine, 
Brandies, etc., etc. 




Adapted to every branch of business. 

MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 

E. & T. FAIRBANKS & CO., St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 

PRINCIPAL WARKHOUSK8: 

FAIRBANKS A CO. No. 252 Broadway. New York. 

FAIRBANKS St BROWN No. IIS Milk Rtreet Boaton. 

FAIRBANKS. ORBRNM5AP ft CO.. No 172 Lake Street. Chloaga 
FAIRBANKS ft BWINO. Mas^nlo Hall. Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS ft CO., No. 216 BalUmote Street, BaltlmorA 

Descriptive circalars furaished or mailed to an; address, on application to either of 
the above. 
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MAIZENA, 

At the GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION at HAMBURG, July, 1863, reoeiTcd 
the highest Prize Medal fur its great delicacy as an article ol food. 

MAIZENA, 

At the FAIR of the NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, at UUca, N. T., 
Beptumber, 18G3, received buth Du^loma aud Mbi>al. 

^ MAIZENA, 

AT TBB 

Pennsylvania State Fair at Norristown, 

Oct. 3, 1863, took Gold Medai.. 

“ MAIZENA" has also tttken the first premium at the Americas Isstitute, New York 
City; New Jebset State Fair at Trenton, and at other places — in every instance where 
it has been exhibited. 

“ MAIZENA" has never failed to receive the highest award when placed in competi- 
tion with Com Starch and all articles of like character, after a thorough Microscopical 
and Analytical Examination of disinterested judges. It therefore stands commended to 
the publiu as the best article of its kind In the world without any comments of the manu- 
facturer. 

MAIZENA, 

For Puddings, Cakes, Custards, Blanc Mange, Ac., without isinglass, with few or no eggs, 
at a cost astonishing the most cconomicaL It is alro excellent for thickening sweet sanoes. 



gravies for fish and meat, soups, Ac. For Ice Cream, nothing can compare with it A 
Uttle Imiled in milk will produce rich cream for Cofleo, Chocolate, Tea, Ac. 

Put up in one pound packages, under the trade mark “Maizena," with directions 
for use. 



A most delicious article of food for children and invalids of all ages. For sale by 
Qrooers and Dmggists everywhere. 

WHOLESALE DEPOT, 166 FULTON STREET. 

W9I* DURYEAa General Asrent* 
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(FROM JURIES 3 AND 4) 

AT THE 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 



Being Sole Awards gained by anything of the kind. It also received Superlative Report of 

EXCEEDING EXCELLENT FOR FOOD.” 
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NORTH AMERICAN 

Fire Insurance Company, 

IN THE CITY OF' NEW YORK. 



OFFICE, No. 114 BROADWAY. 



IN^CORP*OT^ATEI3 1823. 



CASH CAPITALjMay 1,) 
AND SURPLUS, ( 1864, j 



$675,014 



13 . 



ASSETS: 



Loans on Bond and Mortgage, being first lien on Real Estate, 

worth over Fifty per cent, above the amount loaned $173,160 00 

Stocks, Bonds and other Securities owned by the Company, mar- 
ket value 365,960 00 

Cash in Bank and Office 21,23*2 15 

Loans on demand wiih collateral^. 71,400 00 

Premiums due and outstanding 3,820 81 

Cash in Agents’ hands in course of transmission [business of April 

received] 13,491 57 

Interest accrued on Securities 21,684 60 

Other Property of Company 1,2 5 00 



$075,014 13 

Losses unadjusted $10,500 00 



Insures Properly against Loss or Damage by Fire at usual rates, 
and returns three-fourths of the net Profits, each year, to the As- 
sured. 

Policies Issued and Losses paid at the Office of the Company, or at 
its various Agencies in the principal cities in the United States. 

JAMES W. OTIS, President. 

R. W. BUBECKER, Secretary. 

R. F. MASON, Sup’t Agencies. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

OJoIumbiiitt ^iwuran« 

COMPANY, 

CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 



CASH CAPITAL, - Si, 000, 000. 



From Statement for ,the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 



Total Amnmit of Assets, January 1, 1804 140.930 80 

Total Anioiiiit of rremiuiiis 3 2 76 

Exeess of Earned I’reniiums over Losses, Ae 1,137,003 33 

Ilcserve for Estimate Uluiins Unudjii.sted and other CoTitinprencIes .... .. 441,206 49 

Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (ladirmj^ eertilieateS of same) on 
I’aid I’remiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 

or not 209,014 80 

Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned I'reniiums U) |>cr cent. 

Dividend for the Y'ear to Stockholders _ 26 jwr cent. 



LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Bilks cn wbich Ibe PreoiiuD is paid in like Carresc;. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signilRMl at the time of applicutitm for insurance) of receivinjr \u Heu of Kcriy, at the end 
of each year. UKTUKN^ IN CASH, (guaranteed lj[y ccrtiticute) of premimns paid and 
earned durinpr the year, whetlier los.s mrrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YOUK FORM OF FO LI CV, us follows: 



1st. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 
3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOY'AGE aud TIME Riska 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 



Such privilej^e, however, liein*? confined to persons and finns, the agjn*egote of whose 



premiums u|h)ii such policiei 
one hundred dollars. 

EDWARD ROWR. 

DAXUX w. LORD, 

(JEORCE SIIL.S, 

JOHN ATKIN.«ON, 

TJUK A. C. <0 IIRANB, 
WM. II HAI.SEV, 

THo:^. B.\liR *.>», 

KOI.ASI) G. MircHEIX, 

ai.oert g. lee. 

QEuRiiE P. DESU0.N, 

O L. MUS, 



earned and paid during the yei 

DIRECTORS. 

M F. MEKICK, 

WM B. iXil'EN. 

JOHN ARMsTltUNG, 

B C. MoRKH. 

ASIiRKW J KK’If, 

W. TKU.EU, 

Jons 0 B.vTi-AJM., 

inCKoX, 

RotiKKr BOAVS'E. 

LA\VKE.\CE MYKK9, 

9 . N. OEKKICK, 



shall amount to the sum of 



MOSF>5 MFRUTt, 
iMVm J. KI.Y, 
J«J.<Klil SIi»RI(b<ON, 
WM H. 1’i.pHAM, 

R. C. MORRIS. Jk , 
F7.RA NYE. 

1IK.VRV J. CAMMAN.N, 
THOMA.S U>K K 
ROUKRT .S. HOLT, 

J. B. (tUIEFLV. 



THOS. LORD, Vice-President. 



B. C. MORRIS, President. 



WM. M. WHITNEY; 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 
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The S.vnitaby Comhis.'^ion Bulletin is pnrHtshed 
OtiUie jirst an'l j{f7fviUh of ecery nihUU, and as U 
has a gr^UaUo'ts or othrr, ofii'joce 1 1,000 

copies, it (j/ers an unasuaily oaluAi/le ineUiutn for 
adevrtisinj. 

AU C'^m n ini^ iUons tn'ist Ue a^lU^sse^i to the Ed~ 
Uor, ai Vie ojice, !^iJ Bromi'OiVj, amt must he au~ 
thenticMv.l hj the n lines tind tvllresses of Vie trriitrs. 

As Vie coidiioMiace of Vie piifAicalion of the BcL- 
LETiN IS xtncerUiioy tlei>etviitij on that of the. trnr, 
ani on Vie resmrees of Vie If. S. Sinitary torn- 
mL'isim—Vie Sl tntinj Committee fi-e’s a certain fte- 
grei’ of i'etartance to stlicU sn’tseriptionsfor U — and 
thereby t ) p'ei je Vie Comtnission to Us issue for a 
dejinite perioxL 

The I'ommUite undersVvnl, hotcerer, that some of 
their frien G to iroom it is nom sent.yr>itnil!>iisly, ez- 
prtss a trisk to pay for U, an I they Vierrfoi'e give 
notice Vi it Vie sum of t»ro lioTtrs, remUt&l to the 
Trtasui'fi', (G. T. Stuoxo, 6S WitU .S5*e»'/, or Xo. 
82J Broad ray, Xeic York,) iriU secure Us heiaj 
to S'lfih coiUrVjutor daring Vie remainder of Vie c«r- 
reiU year, unless Us pu5^ico/t<>n be sooner d<«cun> 
timip'i. 

You L— No. 18. 



TWO MONTHS WORK IN VIROINTA. 




Tlio entire expenclilnre in money for the 
whole work of the Commisiion, Ea.st, South 
ami W'est, was 



InM.jr t2(!5.stw 17 

InJuufi a5i.3TS.ST 

TotAl for two mobUui $515.174. (U 



It bIiouW be eonsidered that during a 
canipiiign, cliarneterized by the freipienoy 
of its change of base, tlio relative cost of 
triuisportation is ranch increased. The 
single item of cliartt'r of vessels, from the 
scarcity growing out of claim.s of Govern- 
ment service, necessarily becomes a very 
largo one. 
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It may be Doticed that the amount of 
supplies contributed to the Commisaion in 
kind, during June, was but about one-third 
the value of similar contributions in May. 
Hence the necessity of direct money ex- 
penditure from the Treasury. 

Owing to the pressing call for anti-scor- 
butics, Uie Commission have recently issued 
very largely of vegetable foo<l, as is shown 
by the following list of supplies forwarded 
during the month of June. 



t07,156 Ibe.c&n&rd tom*toec, 
(tntrlOa ton*.) 

16.060 lit*, canned fruit. 

674 rani JeUiea. 

96,373 |?alU. pickled nimm- 
bent, (about 1.300 bbla. 
18,354 ^la. pickled oniout-l 
4,719, •• tomatoea.1 

1,106 *' cuiritd cabbage. I 



16.31RgaIla. aaur kraut 
lOU bbla. frtah onioua. 

7U bbla. p<itatoea. 

343 bbla. dried apple#. 

33 •• other dried fruit 

:i0l boxea lemon#. 

3,400 buxea portable lomon> 
ade. 

36 boxes orangea. 



This includes the lot difetributed on the 



8d iust., which reached the men in the 
trenches in time for their Inilepcudencc 
day dinner. During the last fortnight 
prices of vegetables have been proportion- 
ately much larger than hitherto. Three 
steamers and a barge have already saili d 
for the army with an aggregate cargo of 
over 5,000 barrels of vegetables and delica- 



oics. 

Every precaution has been taken by the 
Commis-sion to insure an accurate, compre-^ 
hensivc, and impartial distribution of their 
precious contributions to the dietaiy of the 



army. 

Gen. Grant has always highly approved 
the >vork, and has given it his aid, order- 
ing lulditional transportation to cnalde the 
Commission trains to go at once to the 
front, and o-s near the trenches as possible. 
The plan of distribution has lieen to send 
the wagons cither to cor]>s or division eom- 
mandors, in charge of an adequate number 
of the relief agents of the Commission. 
The commander of each respective corps 
division having detailed an officer from his 
staff to attend, senuks the wagons to the 
rear of their trenches, and their contents 
arc given to the men, either in the wsu-k.s, 
or as they return after dark to the camps 
of the Koserves. 

The enthusiasm is always great when it 
becomes known that such abnndunt sup- 
plies of acid fruits and vegetables are to bo 
distributed in the trenches. 

It is difficult for the inexperienced reader 
to form a sufficiently profound appreciation 



of the value of this anti scorbutic food. It 
should bo remembered that the Army of 
the Potomac, having ])assed through a 
campaign of the severest character, having 
dej>eiided mainly for food upon the fight- 
ing ration of pork, hard bread and coffee, 
arrived before Petersburg in a state of 
great exhanstion. Every consideration of 
humanity, patriotism and military economy 
made it the duty of the Commission to 
give it at once such aid and comfort as their 
experience and means rendered possible. 
They knew that the sickness and mortality 
rates would inevitably increase unless the 
exhausted bodies of the soldiers could be 
brought rapidly under the influence of 
well-selected anti-seorbulics. They, there- 
fore, sent to the army a sufficient quantity 
and variety to give every man a daily ration 
of fresh food for at least ten days. The 
abo\'e lists will show the principal articlea 
distributed; the quantities stated do not, 
however, show the entire issues to date, as 
all the returns are not yet in. A complete 
rei>ort of this work will be presented in duo 
time to the public, whose almoner the 
Commiasiou is. 

jiiE sanitauy commission from a 

VKENCll POINT OF VIEW. 

The lincttfi lies Deux for May 1, 

has a long ami eloquent article on the San- 
itary Commission ami its work; and though 
must of its facts are, of conisc, familiar 
enough to our readers, the comments of an 
intelhgeut French critic upon an organiza- 
tion, which, to anybody with the onliuary 
Fre-nch ideas of the relations of the jieoplo 
and the Government, must seem one of the 
strangest facta of the day — mu-st contain 
a vast deal that is in the highest degree 
interesting. 

Hpeakiug of that intense individualism 
to which the Commission owed its origin — 
tlie writer says : 

“The great problem which political .science 
has to solve iu our age, is evidently to re- 
concile the personal initiative of the citizen 
with the prerogatives of the entire social 
body, represented by its Government. * * 
Nothing but the long habit of liberty, 
in all countries iu the world, will ever suf- 
fice to trace accurately the ever-shifting 
lino which Bcx^arates the domain of the 
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citizen from that of the State. It is then 
Terjr important to stinly, from this point 
of view, the political customs of those 
societies whose individual members are 
distinguished in a high degree by the spirit 
of individual initiative. The American re- 
public affords above all others the most re- 
markable examples of the right re.served by 
individuals of forming coalitions or inde- 
pendent o.ssociatiun.s, either for the purpose 
of giving their support to the Government, 
of turning it aside from a false path, or 
even of opposing it. A single man rises 
up, and sets on foot an agitation in favor 
of areform orof an amelioration; if his pro- 
jects are received by a certain number of 
citizens, they make common cause with 
him, furnish him with pjatforms, pulpits, 
newspapers, and never cease to struggle 
until either they have accomplished their 
object, or a sudden change in public opinion 
has modified their views.” 

“ One of the most remarkable institutions 
produced by the spontaneous action of the 
American people, since the commencement 
of the civil war, is the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, which, without waiting for any appc.al 
from thoOovcrnm mt,was voluntarily estab- 
lished for the purpose of seeing after the 
health and miit<-rial interests of the sol- 
diers, the cure of the woundml, and the 
8up))ort of the invalids. Citizens, women, 
children, without any other warrant than 
their patrioti-ra, exercise surveillance over 
the cmiduct of the State, in th.it very oue 
of its functions which it usindly most 
jealously guards og-ain.st iutmsion — the 
organization of the uatiounl forces. AVithout 
fearing the relaxation of military discipline, 
they have their civilian ageuts, their doc- 
tors, theu iuspectors iu the midst of ail the 
armies. They plant their voluufoer organ- 
ization iu the e.tmp iu which the iullexible 
will of a general, seudiug his soldiers to 
victory or death, reigus as the supreme taw. 
Oue sees, theu, that the work of the 
Sanitary Comuiission is interesting, not 
simply as a work of patriotic charity; it 
deserves also to bo studied with attention 
as oue of the most curious results of indi- 
vidual intiative.” 

Of the share of the women in originating 
and carrying on the work of the Commis- 
sion — the writer says: 



“The honor of having given the first 
impulse to this national work, belongs to 
the American women. The war had hardly 
begun when ladies’ societies were formed 
in all parts of the Union, to aid the soldiers 
who responded to the President's call. Con- 
fu.sed, naturally enough, by the rising tu- 
mult of the revolution, the female relatives 
and friends of the volunteers did not very 
well know how to act. They work some- 
what at random, without any systematic 
combination of their efforts. * * • 

In a few days after the fall of Fort Sumter, 
before the civil war, which was destined to 
prove so sanguinary, had cost a single life, 
the .American women wore on foot in all parts 
of the Union, proving the sincerity of their 
patriotism by the abundance of their gifts. 
Most of the politicians at the North affect- 
ed to see in the rebellion, but an unimport- 
ant rising. Mr. Seward himself looked for 
its repression in ninety days; but the 
women, ns if warned by a prophetic in- 
stinct, were preparing patiently for long 
years of struggle, of suffering, and of an- 
guish. 

* • * The accredited agents of the 
C aramission With each corps arc bound to 
make no distinction between soldiers from 
Massachusetts and those from Illinois; be- 
tween N.itivo .Americans and emigrants from 
the olil world, between whites and bhmks; 
on the battle-field they have to refuse to 
see in the wounded they pick up and 
nurse, either unionists or rebels. Of all 
the nur.scs provided by the Commission, 
those who best understand the mis.sion of 
universal charity, on which they are sent, 
the most devoted, the most, con.scioutious, 
the most beloved by the sick, are certainly 
the women. Many of them, following the 
example given during the Crimean war by 
the excellent Miss Nightingale, have bid 
adieu to all attr.ictiou.s of happy homes, 
and of refined aud elegant life, to conse- 
crate themselves to the service of military 
hoipitals aud ambulances. They prove by 
their acifs that it is not only anxiety about 
their own salvation tliat can enable one to 
breathe without repugnance the tainted 
atmosphere of an hospital. An ardent love 
of coiiutry, and a profound sentiment of 
the fraternity of the human race, are all 
that are needed to make their devotion 
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easy; modest heroines o( temleriiess and 
of griico, they fulfill their luissiuu with a 
joyous enthusiasm aiiJ simiilieity which 
charms all hearts. When the war shall 
have ceaseil to ih^solate the United Stattfs, 
thousands of soldiers of the two hostile 
armie.s, will remember with emotion the 
care these women have bestowed on them.” 

The article then enter.s at some length 
into an account of the organization of the 
Commission, and its manner of working, 
and gives a number of details of the results 
it has accomplished, and then makes the 
following remarks ajiou its pecidiarly 
American character: 

“One sees that the Sanitary Commission 
is a peculiarly AmericiUi institution. 
There is no doubt the chiefs of the 
various European armies would not 
tolerate at any price the formation of a 
free society of hospitallers, chiu'ging itself 
with the duty, not only of taking care of 
the sick and wounded, but of making army 
censuses; dlibiining transportation for the 
soldiers; pursuing deserters;* examining 
the cause of punishments iiillictcd, and de- 
fending the interests of the troops, not 
only against speculators, but even in ca.se 
of need, again.st the tTovernmi-ut itself. In 
England, not les.s than on the Continent, 
any associutiou of individuals putting for- 
wartl any such i)reten.sions, would certainly 
be accused of madues.s or wickedness. So 
true it is, that .\mcrican manners owe their 
pe.uliarities rather to the long enjoyment of 
free institutions than to the Anglo Saxon or- 
igin of the people, .\fter that terrible Cri- 
mean winter, during which the English 
tro(>i>s lo.st one-half of their eflective force, 
the lirilish Government decided, it is true, 
to upi)oiut a Sanitiu-y Commis.sion, in order 
to .save the remains of its army, which 
threatened to melt away entirely; but that 
Commission had to contiue itself to the re- 
org-inizatiou of the medical department, 
and the recommendation of hygeinic pro- 
cautiour. The European work which most 
re.sembles that of the Anu ricaii patriots, is 
that of the international a-sijciation of 
nurses, I'stablisheel at Genova, by M. Henri 
Hunant. Under certain aspects, the euter- 



• This Is of coarso an error of the writer; the Cum- 
mls^b':lO cluirgc« itsulf with no such dutj.— 



prise set on fool by this noble-ht arted maa 
is, jM-rhaps, greater and more huraauo 
than that of the American Sanitary Com- 
mission, for it rist« above the uaiTow con- 
siderations of ioi'al patriotism, and hoi.sts 
the Hag of universal dial ity over idl armies 
engaged in mutmU slaughter; but dot s not 
this luteruutional Associutiun of llelief, by 
the very extent of the plan which it traces 
out for it.selt, condemn itself to be mi.suu- 
derstood? It has had ollieiul rucourage- 
meuts, approvals, more orle.ss vague, from 
various crowned heads, in abundance, but 
unfortunately it has not j el received the all- 
powerful support of popular enthusiasm.” 

SCENES AND INCIDENT.S. 

Abmt or TRE Fotovac. Junr, }8f4. 

Two men are liefore me. One of a uer- 
voUB, irritable temperament, with a slight 
wound. Ills wife and tamily wiil be tioub- 
led, his lile is in danger, he must go home, 
he must have someliody to" wait on him, ho 
is fretful. It is Ins tirst hospital txperi- 
. eiieo; his tirst siekness from home. He 
will lull into line in a day or two, and bo 
more eheerlul. The example of brave men 
about him will aronse his better nature, 
and he will overcome his irritation. 

Another is a veteran, lias seen battles, 
fought in them, b«ui in hospitals before. 
He has boih h-gs nmputaied above tho 
knees. Look at him. He is sitting up iu 
his blanket, with a basin of water at his 
side and a siioiigu in each hand, pressing 
the water iu little drojis from the spougo 
on his stump.', to soften the drts.'ings aud 
have llieiii ready for the burgeon to re- 
move. He turns upon his axis from side 
to side, wets bis sponges, laughs at his 
stumps, ohHk them “ liiilly," and only wibhes 
that he hud two good wooden ones, that 
he might be “on to llichmond.” 

A YOCSO IlllSH SOUllKIt rnOM I’ENKSYIe 
VANIA. 

Says one of the Relief .Agents: “As I sat 
in my room after the labors at the ho-pitul, 

I there was a modest nip at the door. I 
! oiieiied, and an Irish laiy leaned against 
j the post supporting one arm with the op- 
lioMte hand. Ills only elothiiig, p.ints anil 
; shirt, were dusty and worn, lie find nei- 
ther li.it nor sillies, and hud w-alked eleven 
I luilesfroiii the field. The sweat of battle was 
I .still on his brow ; a ball from the foe had 
I penetrated his shoulder, and the pain of 
I the wound was severe. In a triuniloas 
voice he said, “Plea.sii, sir, can I get soiiie- 
tliing to eat T' Hungry and his rations 
gone, ho was taken in and fed. His ward- 
robe tattered and lost, ho was clothed and 
comforted. AVounded and suffering, he was 
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bouud np and restored. The (jowl that 
was done to the bor was something; the 
good to me went ns deep ns ray heart. The 
gisnl in this wtirk is impnrtt d, Imt there is 
more of it received. ‘ It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.’” 

A 1.AI) FIIOM M.US'E. 

lie was just fifteen. Two of his brothers 
had fallen in Viaftle; one was still left, un- 
less he too had fallen recently. This boy 
was wounded in the hand, the left ear, and 
through thclcit thigh; the ball had broken 
the bone and out the femoral artery. The 
boy was a lovidy one, of delicate frame, fair 
hair, sweet soft voice, and innocent expres- 
sion. One evening ho had a severe hem- 
orrhage, and the surgeon determined to 
amputate. He bi'ckoned to me. and said, 
“They are going to take off my leg; stand 
bv me all the time; pr.iy for mo too.” 
Oliloroform was admiuistcnnl, and the sur- 
geons gathered arouml. Upon renewing 
the examination, it was determined not t<i 
amputate, as there was no chance for his 
life. The inllueuee of the chloroform pass- 
e<l away, ami his first inquiry was, Is it 
off yet ?” He found it was not, learned 
the reason, and looking Hoiemnlv in my 
face and raising his hand, said; “ Will you 
pray for mo, pray for roe, ami when I am 
dead do not bury me in a blanket. Put me 
in a box, as m 3 ’ mother would do. Ia ?1 it 
bo dune right.” In a few liour-s he was 
sleeping in the arms of death. His rest- 
ing-place is with his comrades. Hi.s coun- 
try has had the baptism of his young blood, 
and to the ean.se of human freedom ht' has 
sacrificed his life. 

THE t’NKXOWX. 

While uium the wharf recently at Fort- 
ress Monroe, a gentleman came to me and 
asked if it wouhl bo possible for him to ex- 
amine the records of the medical depart- 
ment, th.at ho might pos.sibly find the name 
of a relative, who had not been hi’ard of 
since the peninsular campaign of 18('i2. 
He was directed to the proper oflice, 
searched and found the name' of the vonng 
man ns Imving been in an hospital, .tc., 
hut the time and place of his burial ho 
conld not discover. In the wanderings 
and searchings of this gentleman among 
the graves of soldiers in ilifferent places on 
the peninsular ho was unable to find any 
trace of the resting place of his relative. 
Ho saw, however, here and there writU’n 
on the little head-boards “nnknown;” and 
conscious that he for whom he sought was 
among them, he gave up the wareh ns 
hopelc 8 .s. Conversing together on the sad 
feelings which have beclouded many a 
home since the war begun, and participat- 
ing himself to some I'xtent in the same 
afflictive dispensation, he wrote the follow- 
ing lines, and presented them to mo. 



THE UNKNOWN. 

UnAwim .' ancl tills Aiwl wortl record* the famp 
Ot wlHiae breai*t recelTtul tho foeinan * su'd 

On hi* nDcvinncion* fttmi; no mark, no iiamt*. 

Told of tlie dear uue’* home, who sull shiiU kneel 

Aud for him * father'* throne; 

Uv died in atrsncAr amut '-he died uMirntneii. 

CiiknoTH'D to bl« death, «nd *ho will try 
With breakiui; h(.*a.rt to *o|va the m.THtery. 

“Ab^ nt 'tbmit leave.” will Vh- the r«rt reply. 

And ^rkt r xtiU Uie infereure iiuy lie 

AU near hi* tume. One 1 am proud to own 
Huh thi* record, for bo too diwl u k-nvicn. 

Unknown defender* of our potinlry’* life 
We bare oar le-atl*. and to thee bond the knee; 

Our faith lo<>ks np, Iw'voud tht* tearful strife. 

Into the risiJmx of bUul eicmity, 

Wlmre tbroui^h lh« merit* of our ('hrliit alone 
Bloud-wasbed are ye, who here have died uni^nmen, 

KINDN'R-SS. 

While examining a fearful wound in a 
young soldier in one of the liospitaU tho 
other day, 1 was a.stoni.shed at the rapid 
progress towanls rtu’overx’, as well us at tho 
patient’s unusually vigorous condition, con- 
sidering the nature of the wound — a com- 
pound fracture in tho upper third of tho 
right thigh. The following statement which 
he gave me aeeomits for this man’s good 
fortune; He was wonuderl while in tho 
8 kirmi~.Ii line the fi 1 of June, at Coal Har- 
bor, Va, His comrades bad him eaivfidly 
conveyed to the rear, and im soon us ikt- 
missioii could be obtained after the battle, 
eight of tho.se comrades undertook the task 
of transporting him on a litter, borne upon 
their own shoulders, from Coal Harbor to 
Whitehouse, i'i miles by the road they 
traveled. C.irefiilly they kept .step us they 
went onward to the new ba.se for the trans- 
ports, and w hen they renchral the hospital 
Isiat in the Pamnnkey Hiver the field litter 
and its pn-eious burden were deposited 
without having been jostled or the wounded 
p.trts injured. The physicians iiromised 
that the noble object of this tender care 
slionld be transported to the hospital w linrf 
at Washington, aud from theneo to some 
general hospital, without being disturbed 
from the carefully jirepared bed upon 
which he had bci’n brought from the bat- 
tle field. The pleilge has been fulfilled, 
and if those affeetioiiate comrades live to 
reach .lefferson County, N. Y., again, there 
is rea.son to believe they will find there tlie 
noble man who was borne upon their 
shoulders from Coal Harbor to tlio White 
House. u. 

A soLiiiEii’a srnscniPTioN. 

One little incident should be mentioned 
hero which hap[H'ncd recently. A soldier 
handed ns SJ to he presented as a donation 
to the Commission. Hmson, ho had been 
taken good care of in a hospital by one or 
more of the agents there. Furthermore, 
he gives S'2 every month, and intends t > do 
so. The suffering soldier will ever bo tho 
best witiic.s.s as to tr/io helps liim most. 
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The thin hhirta and drawers issued in 
sucli large quantities for a few days past, 
are just the thing. It is really refreshing 
to see the wounded men in the tents and 
all those who are ahle to hobble about, 
sporting thin white clothing, in place of 
tuose cruel, hot, dirty tlanuels. 

ANTI-SCOKBUTICS. 

Our readers may be pleased to see the 
following extracts from the Commission’s 
Journal, kept at City Point, together with 
a few testimonial letters, indicating what 
we are doing^in supplying the army with 
anti scorbutic food. 

On the 6th Dr. Douglas sent from City 
Point to the front 1,150 bbls. of vegetables, 
and 8,000 heads of cabbages, not less than 
one-half of w hich constituted the Commit - 
sion’s part of the cargo of the “Belvi- 
dere,” sent from New York by the Onion 
Fund Committee, under the direction of G. 
W. Blunt and Captain Charles Q. Mar- 
ahall. 

As we write (July 8th) three Commission 
steamers are loading with vegetables, and 
will leave to-morrow. 

Cm PojsT, Vi.. Jtm4 M. 1 K 4 . 

Capl. Harris' teams are loading up to- 
day for the Point, with large quantities of 
saur kraut, curry, pickles and dried apples; 
there has been, perhaps, one loaded with 
an assortment. There are 10 or 17 wagons. 

The troops in the vicinity and the army 
in front too are beginning to smell out our 
stores of anti scorbutics. Ten barrels of 
saur kraut were issued at the end of our gang 
plank yesterday, in small quantities. It 
seems to please the soldiers like a thanks- 
giving dinner. Hard tack and salt pork 
and beef will not satisfy the stomach for 
month after mouth, much less palate; these 
articles are here at the right time. 

Jmt n, 1 SS 4 . 

Two wagon loads of fresh vegetablr s went 
to the front this P. M. ; cabbiiges, radishes, 
beans, peas, &c., to the 9th Army Corps, 
20 barrels. 

The Commission is now doing splendid 
work in the front; it may now pour in a 
stream of its supplies into the very trenches 
in front. Those who come in say that 
fresh and pickled vegetables arc what are 
most needed among our famishing men. 

7 o’clock, P. M. Wagons are still load- 



ing up with saur kraut, fresh vegetables, 
ale, &c. The bees in the hive are hard 
at work, but we need more. 

Jutf IW. ISM. 

The following order was issued by Major 
Oen. Hancock, a copy of which was receiv- 
ed here to-day: 

Uxse-qrAaTEBi. Sd Abmt Csars, 1 
Jult t, ISM. j 

Spccisl Orders, No. ITS. 

Extbact. 

The Sanitary Commitsion having turned 
over for the nee of the troops of this Corps 
1-10 boxes tomatoes, (about 4,000 lbs.,) 
19 boxes lemons, 

5 bbls. pickled onions, 

320 lbs. chewing tobacco, 
they will be distributed, under the direc- 
tion of the Chief Commis.sary of the Corps, 
only to the men of the different divisions 
and artillery now occupying the lino of 
works. 

By order of Major-Ocn. Hancock, 

W. P. Wn-sos, 

A. Am'I Ofn'I. 

Dr. Smith delivered tho above goods di- 
rectly to Gen. Hancock, who expressed 
himself as greatly gratified, and immedi- 
ately issued the above order. 

Aa’y 1. ISM. 

Messrs. Judd and Smith returned this 
A. M. Mr. Judd reports that he delivered 
his five loads in person, taking regiment 
by regiment. He went along the trenches 
of the 18th Corps, settled his bnsiness with 
each commander of a regiment, met with a 
cordial reception by the rank and file, and 
had the satisfaction to know that his goods 
were in a way to reach 19,000 men. 

His mission was entirely snccessfol. He 
was some of the time under fire, and much 
exjmsed to danger. 

Early in the evening an examination was 
made to see how much of the anti-scorbn- 
tic stock could be made out for the army. 
It was found that there was at hand, pro- 
vided transportation could be obtained, 
400 barrels pickles, 

125 “ pickled onions, 

98 “ fresh onions, 

60 “ potatoes, 

75 “ dried apples. 

758 total barrels, 
and 90 boxes lemons. 



Digitized by Google 





The Sanitary Commission BitHetin. 



551 



Dr. Donglas and Dr. McDonald have jnat 
returned from a visit to Gen. Grant. The 
General will furnish transportation to-mor- 
row morning, and proceed with this stock 
immediately to the trenches. It will take, 
if carried 6 bbls. to a load, with lemons 
scattered through, about 125 teams. 

J<ily 3. ISM. 

Mr. Do Long reports that live Sanitary 
Oommission wagons were loaded. 

72 boxes tomatoes, 

24 “ chicken, 

228 Iba chocolate, 

72 cans peaches, 

156 “ pears, 

12 boxes sherry, 

6 “ milk, 

1 sheep and 100 lbs. ice. 

Also, 1 wagon for 9th .A.rmy Corps, and five 
for the different Belief Agents, making a 
total of eleven wagons. 

One ought to see the boys who came up 
from the front out of the trenches “pitch 
into ” the acids,, such as .saur kraut and pick- 
les. It reminds one of Dr. Kane's party 
in the arctic regions, who having been a 
long time without food, “ gobbled up ’’ 
raw seal and walrus, even while the life- 
currents were yet flowing. The boys are 
frantic for acids. 

The following are the stores ordered by 
Lieut. -Col. B. M. Morgan, Chief Commis- 
sary: 

400 barrels pickled cucumbers, 

122 “ pickled onions, 

94 “ fresh onions, 

64 " potatoes, 

73 " dried apples, 

743 barrela 
89 boxes lemons. 

The above are equivalent to about 120 
wagon loads. Eighteen of the Commission m 
men will go with them to the trenches this 
P. M., and be assigned in squads to the 
respective corps to aid the Government in 
the distribution, and to act as a corps of 
observation. 

Cm Ponrr, /aly 3, 1364. 

Mb. Kxaw: 

Dbab Sib — ^We sent to the army day be- 
fore yesterday about twenty-five tons of 
snpplics. Among them were 11,000 lbs. of 
tomatoes and 800 lbs. of tobacco. 



We send to-day 800 bbls. and boxes of 
vegetables, pickled and fresh. They are 
distributed through the Commissaries of 
Divisions, as being the most expeditious 
and sure way of doing the work. General 
Grant finds ns the transportation. The 
articles are now being loaded on the cars. 
They will be dehvered at the farther end 
of the railway to Division Commissaries. 
We expect that they will be in the posses- 
sion of the soldiers to-morrow morning. 
Every corps in all its appointments will be 
reached speedily in this army. 

Yours, truly, 

(Signed,) J. H.Douoljls. 

Extract from a letter dated near Peters- 
burg, June 29, 1864: 

Da Dovolai: 

De. 4 B Sib. — Twelve barrels each of kraut 
and dried apples were turned over to me 
last evening for the 9th Army Corps. 1 
saw Generals Burnside and Parks, also the 
chief of the Commissary Department, CoL 
Coles, who will with myself see that it is 
sent to the trenchet this day. 

General Burnside called on me night be- 
fore last I was not at home, but I was 
told that he expressed himself as more 
than satisfied with the labors of the Com- 
mission in ameliorating the condition of 
his command. 

Other Generals have told me within two 
days that the donations of apples, pickles, 
ale, Ac., to the men in the trenches, Aose 
made a perceptible improvement in their 
condition; and General Hurteaudft, of the 
3d Division, pointed to a man who he be- 
lieved had been saved to the service by the 
timely aid. 

Now with this evidence and kindly feel- 
ing manifested, I am stimulated to exer- 
tion for those in front, to prevent sickness 
by some addition to the present “ rations," 
in the form of acid fruits and pickles, and 
very, very much will have been done. 
Dried apples, pickled onions, canned to- 
matoes and kraut, in the order named, I be- 
lieve the best. 

Most respectfully yours, 

N. C. Stbveks. 

.IWM W, ISS4. 

Db. Douaios: 

Dssb Sib. — I went to headquarters last 
V 

DiQuiAtn.1 ")y 
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eTening, and the officers derlimti iiaiiig any 
of the vegetables, saying that the men in 
the trenches needed th»ni more than they 
do, and that they did not have the resour- 
ces they had. They say, take care of the 
men in the trenches. Indications of scurvy 
are beginning to be developed, which will 
be counteracted by prompt aid from anti- 
•corbntics. In conference with three of 
the Medical Directors of the Corpa, it was 
thought that canned tomatoes were the 
most convenient form of vegetables that 
could be used, as they need no cooking, 
and one box of 2 lbs. will give a mess to six 
persona. Next pickles, kraut and vegeta- 
bles. Vegetables arc so perishable, that if 
not used while fresh, they arc not worth 
much. Send anything your wisdom may 
suggest. I a.s8ure you it will be most hear- 
tily appreciated by ofEcers and men. 

Yours, in haste, 

N. C. Stevess. 



Copy of a letter from Major-General 
Smith: , 

HrADoVAnTFS* ISth Aasrr Coaiw, \ 

19 TUK F1KX.I>, NCAA PSTi>RftBrRn, [ 

July If ) 

To Dr. J. H. Doroxjui, 

At oriafe Sec'y Sinitary Ctm’n: 

Dear Sm — The supplies kindly forward- 
ed by yon from the Sanitary Commission 
have been received at these headquarters, 
and willatonce be distributed ns requested. 

The Major-General commanding the 
Corps desires me to express to you his ap- 
preciation of this donation to his command 
by the Commission yon represent, and to 
say that there perhaps has ni'vcr been a 
time when they could be of greater benefit, 
or that their want has been more felt by 
the troops. 

He also desires me to express to you, and 
through you to the Commission yon repre- 
sent, his thanks for the interest they have 
ever shown for the welfare and well being 
of the troops in the field, and his appreci- 
ation of the work in which they are engag- 
ed and the tabors they have performed. 

I am, dear sir, yours very truly, &o., 
Wm. RuasELi,, Jic, 

Major and Au’t Adfl Gen% 



IlKAl>QUA]tTEB«F 3 d DIT.. OTH K. C.. ) 

Jittu 27. 1864. f 

SoaoxoM R. BarBf 

Suryeon in Chi^id Dio., 6th C&rpt: 

Sui— Please present my best thanks to 



Dr. Steiner, Chief Ins|>ector Sanitary Com- 
mission, and Mr. Jlhizicr, agent for the (1th 
Corps, for the very acceptable and liberal 
donation of two wagon loaels of anti- scor- 
butics to this Division; aud while I am 
grateful on the score of health, the men 
feel this tangible proof of the benefits of 
the Coaimission. 

Very respectfully, 

James B. Bicketts, 

J/riffodier Oeneral. 

HoonTAi-. 3 d Dit., 6rn roRPo, 1 
June. 27. 1»64. f 

Mb. BUkZirB, Aymt U. S. S. C.: 

I take great pleasure in acknowledging 
the receipt of the Sanitary Stores furnish- 
ed recently for the use of the m< n of this 
Division. It is the opinion of tlio Com- 
mauding General Bicketts, that great good 
is done by this one issue of vegetables to 
the troops under his command. I feel sat- 
isfied myself that a judicious and timely 
supply of such articles will go far to restore 
that healthy condition of system which can 
only be maintained by sdeh means. If 
such articles as we have received can bo 
BuppliA'd again, while the troops remain 
quiet, I will see they are brought forward 
and promptly distributed. 

Let mo return you my sincere thanks 
for the grekt good done, and to say nothing 
has ever l>een more welcome to the men, 
for which they feel truly thankful. 

B. Babb, 

Suryeon in Chi^, 3d Dtr., Ctt C^'erpt. 

HEADQrARTBBB, BIA5ET‘S DIT., 3D Co&T«. ) 
Jtdy 4. 1864. i 

Dr. Doroi.AB, 

U. S. Sanitary Commistion: 

Dear Sir — It affords me pleasure to ac- 
knowledge the extensive benefit derived to 
the sick and wounded of the 3d Division, 
|j2d Corps, since crossing the James Biver. 
Whilst the Medical Department of the 
army has furnished us jiromptly and in 
abundance all needful surgical ami medical 
supplies, with many extras, in fact to tho 
full amount of transportation allowed to 
our department, tho timely addition of such 
supplies as we have received from (he San- 
itary Commission, into which all local, 
“State Belief,” or other divided effort 
should be merged, has nddeil vastly to the 
comfort and welfare of the soldiers who 
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have from the front tlirongh the 

huHpil»l.s to the rear. Tliat a whole peo- 
ple slionhl organize themselves into a 
grand voluntary benevolent soeiety, lus our 
people have done through the Sanitary 
Commission, is no less a wonder to the 
world than tho other events of transpired 
history. 

From my own observation of tho supe- 
rior working of the Sanitary Commission, 
owing to its organization and superior 
facilities, I liavr* only to regret that all the 
supplies of materials donated by the peo- 
ple lor the army are not distributed thrmigh 
your agency. 

I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, 

Alfheus Everts, 

Surg. 20<A tnd, V, V,, and Chief of 3d Div., Co pt. 

As wo go to 'press we receive the follow- 
ing letters from Maj. Gen. Burnside and 
the Burgeons aud Chaplains of 9th Army 
Corps; also, one from Dr. Douglas to Lieut. 
Oen. Grunt, accompanying transmission of 
vegetables shipped on tho “Belvidcre," 
from New York. 

HiuivQrAnTERK, 9rn A. C., ) 

Camf se>oxk PrrRBKBt'Ra. Xa., { 

Ju y Ut. IMH. ) 

Sib — It gives mo great pleasure to ac- 
knowledge herewith the receipt of an Issue 
of vegetables for my command, contributed 
by tho Sanitary Commission. 

My command is already indebted to you 
for several issues of vegetables and anti- 
scorbutics, and I cannot let this opportu- 
nity puss without expressing my sincere 
thanks and appreciation of the value of tho 
services which your Commission has so 
generously rendered. 

I am sir, very respectfully, 

A. E. BniN'sinE, 

Ji fjor OtneraJ, 

riKLn no«i*rrAL» Abmy Corpb, \ 
N&AA PlCTlUUtDrUG, Va„ > 
Ju.^ Ud, 1664 ) 

Da. J. H. Dovgl'S. 

Auocia/r SfcreUtry C. S. sVam'tiry r<mmiMton; 

Sir — A s Surgeons and Chajilains of the 
9th Army Corps, it gives us great pleasure 
to acknowledge to you and to the many 
friends of the Sanitary Commission our 
ggeat indebtedness to this Commission dur- 
ing tho present campa'gn, for the supply 
of numerous articles so essential to the 



comfort of tho sick and wounded, demon- 
strating the exceeding value of this charity. 
It atlbrds us umiualified pleasure to bear 
■ testimony to tho energy and faithfulness 
I of your Ageii', .(J.;. N. C. Stevens, in dis- 
pensing the eommitti d to his trust. 

Especially commend his judgment 

in the disti n of large quantities of 
anti-scorbutic.-, I > tho men in the trenches, 
where tho utility of such material is estab- 
lished in tho prevention of sickness and the 
regulation of tho system, rendering their 
recovery when wounded, more probable 
and speedy. 

We trust that the Commission will con- 
tinue its work in this direction, so favor- 
ably begun. 

Most respectfully yours, 

Horace Lcdikrtok. 8iirR. inoth Pa. In chATg* 
Ut Div.. 9th A. C.. PieW 
JoHi« W. Snow, SurRcon 35th Mam. VoIa. 

J. O. MUI.LKN. SurK«*on 14th N. Y. ArtiUvry. 

A. H. D BUtEX.L. Chaplolo 57th Maka. Inf. 

T. Fletciiea Oakaa, Surff. 56th Mik«., Aai. Surg. 

Hoip. lilt Dir., eth A. C. 

W. V. Waits, Surgeon 57th Mms. 

E. W. Mqrt«>ni. Asst. Snrg. SSKb IVig, Mf. VoIa. 
Horace B. Ditrant, Atwt Surg. inoth Rog. Ppun. V. 
William A. Weiwtkr. Surg. 9th Reg. N. U. VoL 
Tkeo. J. Ohrikt, Snrg. 45th R<*g. Penn. VoL 
J. D. Milwal, Surg. SUt Reg. Me. VoL « 

SircnvAM Cooper, Surg. 6th Reg. ?f. H. VoL 
PoBKRT T. Pafxf. Jr.. Surgeon M Rrg. N. T. M. 

E. n. PiRBCR, Anst Surgeon 17th Rrg. Vt. VoL 
H. M. O. Millken, ArbL Surg. 

E. O. ilwwJCNOKR, A«st. Surgeon Penn. VoL 
Cr.vAA C. U\rro?r. Surgeon JWiI Reg. Mo. VoL 
H. 8, U. SMirn, AsM. Surgeon 33tl Rog. Me. VoL 
d. 8. Dowi:. ChajiUin 6th Reg. N. H. Vet. VoL 
E Z. Dtpord, Chapluln llUi Reg. N. H. VoL 
Gro. C. Gracepor, ChapUln Slat Reg. Me. VoL 
Wm. a. Start. ChipUln 5Sth Reg. M4««. VoL 
W’m. R. D. Bijacrwood, 8urg»*on 4Slh Reg. Penn, V. 
L. B. Brcelrt, Chaplain 4«th Reg. Penn. VoL 
la. W. Blim, Snrgeiui SUt Ru'g. K. Y. VoL 
R J. BoJrtxic. Rnrgeon M Reg. Mich. Vet. VoL 
8. S. Parnck. Surg. W Brig., Zd THv., fltli A. C. 
WiLM B. Fox, Surg. Ut Brig.. 3tl Div., 9th A. C, 

H. £. Smith, Surgeon 37th Rog. Mich. VoL 
D. E R*)PKDT, Surgeon 37th Reg. Wla. VoL 
W. E. Sritrloca. Surgeon SUt R^'g. Penn. Vet. V. 

A. P. Whelar. Surgeon Ut Reg. Mich. Sharp Sh. 
CRAALEfi E Amra. Surgeon 60th Reg. Ohio VoL» 
Harrikom H. PowKRd. \f»i. Surg. 97th Reg. 5lich.V. 
H. E BrnmnELn, Surgeon 3Sth Beg. WU. VoL 

L. L. DooLtTTLE, Surgeon 94th Reg. H. Y. Car. 
Joseph Jamra. Chaplain 90th Reg. MIeh. VoL 

B. 8. Hnmxo, Chaplain 97th Reg. Mich. VoL 
J. D. Batixr, Surgeon 17th Reg. Mich. VoL 

Crrr Pom*, Va,, July 6, 1864. 

Qexzral: 

I have jnst received from New York an 
invoice of fresh vegetables, consisting of 
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four hiuiilrpd aiul twenty (-tiU) barrels of 
potatoes, and throe hundred and fifty-four 
(354) barrels of onions, which the Sanitary 
Commission desire to have distributed 
among the men in the armies operating 
before Richmond. 

I have the honor of forwarding to yon 
the accompanying letter from Mr. Blunt 
and Mr. Sfarshall, of New York, which lias 
been placed in my hands, together with an 
inroico of vegetables sent on the steamer 
Belvidere, with those coming from the San- 
itary Commission. 

I respectfully request that these vegeta- 
bles, in all 1153 barrels and 7000 heads of 
cabbages, may be dustributed among the 
men in tlic.se armies. 

The people at home send them to their 
brothers in the army, as an expression of 
their profound admiration and unbounded 
confidence. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. H. Doiola-s, M. D. 

Oen. Grant ordered Col Morgan, of his 
staff, to take charge of the goods. 

They were immediately loaded on the 
cars for the front. The condition of the 
vegetables seemed to be good. 

PRE-PAY YilUR LETTERS. 

We wish to call special attention to the 
necessity of pre-paying the full amount of 
postage on lottei-s intended for soldiers. 
As will be seen by the accompanying com- 
munication from Mr. Kelly, and the circu- 
lar be has issued, no letters can be allowed 
to go to officers or soldiers in the field, un- 
less the entire postage is paid. No matter 
how valuable they may be, the po.stmaster 
has no discretionary power. The law in 
this respect is absolute. The entire post- 
age must be paid before letters are suffered 
to leave the nearest post office for the front. 
Mure than this, if a fraction only of the 
amount due on a letter is pre-paid, double 
the remaining fraction mnst be paid when 
the letter is taken from the office. If the 
wife of a soldier, thinking her letter to her 
husband in the field with Sherman, is of 
single weight, happens to drop it into the 
office with only a single three cent stamp 
npon it, and it should be a grain heavier 
than half an ounce, the letter mnst lie in 
the office at Chattanooga nntil, not three, 
but six cents additional are paid for post- 
age due on it. It is not carried to the sol- 
dier in the regimental post-bag, and the op- 
portunity given him of paying the amount 



due on seeing it, but he must be notified of 
the letter by the postmosterat Chattanooga, 
must answer the notification with the re- 
quisite jmstage, and then be obliged to 
wait days, ami jierhaps weeks, in his vari- 
ous movements before the letter can over- 
take him. Meanwhile, what anxiety and 
disappointment may have ln>eu endured by 
the wife and family at home, because of 
this carelessness or ignorance! 

There certainly can be no excuse for the 
failure of officers to pre- pay postage on let- 
ters to soldiers. It must come from gross 
careltsssness and indifference. No one 
knows how many waiting snd suffering men 
in hospital -1 and at home are longing for 
‘ descriptive rolls” and “discharge papers,” 
which are lying with “ imstage due” mark- 
ed upon them in some distant office. With 
so much good and so much evil neces-sarily 
dciHuident upon so small a matter as an 
ad.litional postage stamp or two, those 
writing to soldiers cannot be too oireful 
to pre-pay the full amount of all their letters. 

The number of luijiaid letters accumula- 
ted at Nashville amt Chattanooga a short 
time ago was very large. The Sanitary 
Commis-sion has recently undertaken to 
discharge this debt of so many soldiers to 
the Government, and it cannot be doubted 
that the amount of comfort thus promoted, 
to say nothing of the material gain in real- 
ly valuable letters, will lie proportionate to 
the hundreds of dollars expended. 

LoeuTIlxS, KT, May 20, I87i. 

Db. 1. B. Nxwsxsst: 

Dcau Sib — I am Special Agent of the 
Post Office Department for the Military 
Department, and have just returned from 
a tour of insjieetion to Chattanooga. I 
found at Nashville and Chattanooga quite 
an accumulation of mail for the soldiers 
under Gen. Sherman, detained for unpaid 
ptntlage. 

Under his oath of office, the po.stmaster 
has no discretion ; he cannot permit unpaid 
mail to pass from bis ]>ohsession without 
the money due is first paid. Both offices 
sent out notices to the front, but for some 
cause only a small projiortion of this moil 
ever reaches the seddier. 

Under these circnuistances I determined 
to appeal to that great charity with w hich 
you are connected, to add one other to its 
many claims upon the gratitude of the 
army and the people, by paying these un- 
paid letters. 

It is needless for me to tell you what 
joy, what faith, what courage, you will 
thus be the means of imparling to many a 
war-worn soldii-r, by sending promptly 
forwonl the letter from wife or tdiild, which, 
otherwise, would be lelt to await the tardy 
process of notification. 

I am, very respectfully yonrs, 

Wm. Li. KeIXiT. 
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poor orncx circula.x. 

SurROoii<i in oli.irge of hospitals, and ofiB- 
Ofrs of posts and barracks, having occasion 
to address official cojimunicatious to offi- 
cers and others in the field, will bo careful 
to />C8-/)iy in full tho postage when intend- 
ed to be 8t!ut by mail. 

Failure to do so subjects such matter to 
double charges, and causes its detention at 
tho (xist office until tlio persons ad Iressed 
shall pay the amount due, and in many 
cases results in its toLd failure to reach its 
destination. < 

Wm. L. Kelly, ' 

A') n O. Pfpx 

In ff Mi’ t, MoUa M Divitiun oflt Hixt. 

KaIUTILI^. TcMM., Jf(2^ 31. 18GI. 

- — Sinilarij Reporter. 



TUE S.VSIT VBY O VRDES3 AT 
ClIATTANOOaV. 

None but those who have visited the 
South and have followed tho course of our 
armies, can realize the desolation which this 
terrible war, now in pnsgress, has brought 
upon tho land, and esptwially upr>u the 
once fertile valley and pleasant homes of 
Eist Tennessee. Wherever tho army has 
swept, a thunderbolt of just revenge, it has 
left behiud it tracejs of its wrath in desola- 
tsfd, ruined homes— in houses burned to 
the ground, th • two chimneys at either 
haul left staiuling like solemn upward 
pointing fingers, calling to God to look 
upon the misery that man’s evil passions 
have wrought— in feno -s torn d)wn, trees 
uprooted, and in bare stubble-fields where 
once were rich harvests of grain and 
cotton. 

Chattanooga, situated in the midst of the 
val!ey,on the banks of tho Tennessee, and 
BUrrounded by an amphitheatre of hills, was 
once noted for its beauty. Shady, carefully 
kept groves of ancient trees covered the 
hills and plains, and the houses were sur- 
rounded by gardens that bloomeil with the 
most exquisite flowers. Tho plains around 
tho houses were dotted with fine plauta- 
tions, where were raised the magnificent 
crops for which K.ist Tennes.see is so justly 
celebrated. Now the plains are swept liter- 
ally bare, so th.it guns on Fort Wood can 
coinmind the whole valley, from Mi.ssion 
Bidge around to Cameron llill, and the town 
itself is reduoe.l to an army iiost, hot, 
dusty, aud swarming with soldiers. A walk 
in auy direction brings you into a deserted 
camp, and you stumble over old shoes, 
ragged torn coats and rusty canteens, telling 
of where our soldiers lived, before follow- 
ing the universal custom of Yankees on the 
first of May, they “moved" iu search of 
bettor quarters at Atlanta. But one thing 
re.leems this sad picture of the havim that 
war has ra:ule at Chattanooga, and that is 
the .Sanitary Gardens, consisting of a hun- 
dred and fifty ^ree, given by Gen. Thomas 



to the United States Sanitary Commission, 
to be cultivated for the benefit of tlfi sick 
aud wounded soldiers. These gardens lie 
along the banks of the Tennes.see, about 
three quarters of a mile from the town, up 
the river. The only approach to th.-m is 
across a narrow bridge over a little creek, 
aud should you attempt to enter, an imper- 
ative “h.alt’’ from the sentry with leveled 
bayonet, disagreeably reminds you that 
paVses anywhere and everywhere and for all 
sorts of reasons, are the moat esr-ential 
things in Di.xie. Once through that bar- 
rier, you find yourself iiiion a level phiin, 
with long rows of onions, beets, turnips, 
parsnips, etc., stretching away from you on 
either hand — in one corner of the field you 
notice a detachment of Uncle S.im’s “ un- 
bleached American” children in their neat 
blue uniform.s, hoeing away for dear life at 
the potatoes, as they never hoeil before at 
" the cotton and the corn.” The hundred 
and fifty acres do not lie together, but are 
separab‘d by a creek or arm of the river 
into different fields, so that Mr. Wills, the 
head gardener, has licen able to sep irate 
his crops, taking one entire field for potatoes, 
another for corn, and still another for 
onions, etc. The whole garden is now 
pl inted. Nearly in tho centre of the gar- 
den is an Indian mound, so elevateil above 
tho plain, that, standing on its top. you 
can at a glance take in the whole magnifi- 
cent scenery. At your left lies the blue 
Tennes-see, glittering out from beyond Mis- 
sion Bidge, and winding through the val- 
lev to the base of Lookout, tangling the 
hills in a silver braid; opposite, on tho 
Bidge, is that fatal cornfield where Sher- 
man fought so long and so well, aud tlie 
lieights our bravo men stormed and won, 
and farther on towards the right stands old 
Lookout, a great sentinel, visible for miles 
away. The sides of this beautiful mound 
are now green with lettuce, radishes, mus- 
tard, etc., but when these ate gone tho 
mound will be a fragrant bouquet of flowers 
from foot to summit. In tho centre of the 
level space on the top is a tent with rustic 
seats around, and the Sanitary Commission 
propose to ^ive Cleveland the honor of 
placing a Union flag over the tent, au em- 
blem of the benevolence ns well as the 
patriotism of the loyal North. Near the 
mound are the tents aud accommodations 
for the workmen and teams Besides a 
large force permanently employed, Mr. 
M. C. Riiul, of Hudson, the Agent of the 
Commi.ssion, to whom the success of tho 
gardens is chiefly due, has obtained from 
the Government one company to be station- 
ed there as guards, and also a oompany 
from one of the colored regiments to assisi 
in cultivating. He employs from twenty 
to thirty horses aud mules in ploughing 
and teaming. Every day ambulances from 
the various hospitals are sent to the gar- 
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niul return laden with the bounties 
nature so readily yields to a willing, indtiH- 
trions Imiid. Already hundreds ot bushels 
of lettiK'e and other greens hiivobeen given 
to the hospitals at (■hattunooga and on 
Lof»kout, and hbouldthe abundant hai vests 
that are now immiisi'd grow to a reality, 
there will be vegetables enough to sui^ply 
all tin* ho^]>itais at that point during tlie 
crmiing Minnuer and fall. Early in April, 
^Ir. Head discovered four fine vineyards 
along tho line of the railroad layoiid Mis* 
aion llidge, and on application to (leneral 
Tliomaa, they wert‘ collli^cated, and plaeed 
at his control. The vines are cultivated on 
short poles, and when I saw them a few 
weeks ago, the grapes w<re set in large 
quantities. IIow refreshing to our >utrer- 
ing soldiers, who have lain for nearly three 
months in crowded wards tinder tin* burn* 
ing Southern sun. will be this delici<ms 
fruit next fall! For, sad to say, it lakes 
months for a wound to heal, and ihe jni- 
tienee of a soldier must bo even greater 
than his bravery. 

This rambling letter will, I fear, give yon 
a very inadequate idea of the beauty and 
iisefniuess of the Sanitary gardens at Chat- 
tanooga; but I send it in tlie hope, that 
from it your numerous readers will be able 
to i« Ige, in some nnasure. of the noble 
woik iif the U. S. Sunitarj' Commission 
there. Tlie gardens are but a • ingle depart- 
ment of this work, and if I In ve not wearied 
von too much with this letter, I hope to 
have tlie opporiit; ity ot giving you some 
account of the C»miini sion in connection 
with the hospitals, and with the buttles 
whieh have r«*cently taken place at Ihiz* 
zard 8 lioost, Kesaca, and ulsowhere — CYcre- 
la 7 id llemUi. 



TESTIMONY OF SUUGEON ILVET. 

The Siddier’s Aid Society, Northern 
Ohio, is the Cleavcland Branch of the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission. 

(issT-BAL Firi.n Hobpttal, DFPAS‘mc?nrl 
or THK erusKBLAsa. Hkkaca, Ga., Juuo 16 . 1 
Stcrtlary So die. t' Aid i‘OCiet^, C trehtnd, OKto. 

Hurronnded as I am np{>n tveiy side by 
the generous gifts of the Sanitary Conimis* 
sion to our wounded soldiers, marked 
“ SiOdiers’ Aid Society, Northern Ohio,” 
it occurs to me that perhaps no word of cm* 
courogement has gone back to you in ac- 
knowledgment of the large disbursementH 
of your noble charity at this point, and of 
the invaluable contriimtions you have made 
to the comfort of the wounded. 

Tills iiospital is tlie largest tield hospital 
in the dc]nirtnjent, and has one hiiiuUvd 
hoH)>ital tents, with cots and applinnees to 
match, and after tho battle of Kesaca, a 
month since, received over three ihonsand 
wounded. Under the efficient manuge- 



I mont of Surgeon C. W.iliworth, of 
Warren, <3aio, the stra'^gUng materials 
from which tho ofganiz.itiou of nurses and 
attembitits had to be mrtde up, were speed- 
ily re.bieed t*) complete order and effi ien- 
cy. Schlom ihi our wounded reecive so 
I careful atteudance and nur.-»iug iiiifutnli- 
ab’ly after a great battle as have been fur- 
nished them at this hospital, and their fro- 
qiieiit exjiresHioiiH of satisfactioii with the 
«ire given them, would go fur to di^jicl 
dread uft»‘ii felt at home at the word Hos- 
pital. As fast HH (‘urs coiihl be furnished, 
tho CiViOH admitting of removal were sent 
bat'k by railroad, us in most iustunct*s box 
curs bad to be emjiloyed. They were made 
as clean as possible, and hay ]>leiitifuJly 
supplied. In hiimlreds of cases the patient 
was placed in the car in his cot, and m that 
manner sent safely aiul comfortably. In 
I every instance a surgeon aceompanie 1 tlio 
train to Clnitbinooga, with nurses, food, 
stimulants and medicines, while the Saiii- 
tiry (’ommiH.sioii furnished hot colloe 
and ri*freshmenU at Dalton whenever 
needed. 

Tlie sanitaiy* stores here are in charge of 
Dr. E. 0. Warren, Sanitary Inspector, who 
has also labored ns surgeon among tho 
wounded. By far the lurgc.st part of tho 
supplies, and especially of the clothing, 
came marked ns the contributions of your 
society. Without them no «*fTort of tho 
surgeons could liave rendered the wounded 
comfortable. This has been the source of 
our bountiful .supply of milk, whieh I think 
one of the first blessing'* to the wounded, 
after shelter and a comfortable bed. Most 
of our extract of beef, which is an iudis- 
peiiHilde nece.ssity in our circumstances, 
they Imve furnisliod. Also a large amount 
of dried fruits of all kinds, apples, peaches, 
pears, blackberries, chi‘rrit*s, A:e., ami 
canned fruits in every variety. Tlien all 
our <*hoice stimulants — cherry brandy, do- 
mestic wines, Ac. Some of our patients 
live for days on little else than tho ale re- 
ceived from tho Commission. From the 
Sanitary Garden at Cliattannoga we have 
had siqiplies of green peas, onions, salad 
and railishes. 

The larg(*r part of our roller bandages, 
all our eljtlis for dressings, jiads, hundreds 
of sheets, and drawers, socks, hamlker- 
chiefs, pillow-cases, dressiug-gowns, these 
constitute but a pjirt of the wonudiHl sol- 
diers’ iiulebtedm»«H to the SaniUry Com- 
mission. I |iarti«*iilarly noticed a large in- 
I voice of 7 // 1 V/S from your society, received 
here just when the fiy blown blankets could 
t not be embired another day, and one of the 
! most timely of all of your lavoni. 

I Attending Ui the wouudeil in one of the 
I wartls under my care one morning 1 Wivs 
I amiisoil at the comments they made. Their 
j bri’akfiist ha«l been made palatable with 
“ Sanitary milk,” and they had just been 
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furuisliod with cU’aii sliirl«, drawers, sheets 
and hauilkerehiefs from snaitury sui |)lics. 
Of this they were talkiiif', and one ol tliem, 
takiu}; up a bush tu keep ull' the Hies, put 
on u eumieid, fault iiiidiiig look and tuuc, 
and exclaimed, “ Well, I'm sure those la- 
dies have scut us everything else wo want, 
and 1 think they might have put in some 
/tins to keeji us cool this hot weather.” 

Our army had only time to bury their 
dead and get the wounded to the ho.spitals 
when it wa-s ordered to pursue the eueiny. 
In many inatauces no opportunity was 
given for regimeutid oflioers or surgeons 
tu make out lists of killed and wounded. 
The oiui.ssiuu was supplied here as soon us 
imssible by E. S. Tone, agent of the Sani- 
tarj- Commi.ssion, who went jjatiently over 
the extended line of battle, sought out the 
resting place of the dead, and made full 
records of the name and regiments of the 
fidlen. He procured the lists of wounded 
from the recordset the Division Hospitals. 
The lists thus obtained were, in many in- 
Btauees, tho first reliable intelligence re- 
ceived liy triends at home. 

One word os to tho manner in which sou- 
it>try Blorea arc expended. Do they go to 
the olijects iutcuded by the donors? Hero 
at least they have been faithfully expended. 
I shidl uot pretend that every article ami 
item is applied to the l>est possible purpose, 
but if one of those noble women who make 
you the channel of their gifts to our wound- 
ed could attend in perstm to their distribu- 
tiou, I fi.el assured she would need to be 
often checked by the surgeon in tho libe- 
rality of her disbursements, h'st the sight 
of the destitution all around should lead 
her to speedily exhaust her stores. 

Those whom you represent would feel 
themselves repaid for their labor and selt- 
dciiial could they fully know what suffer- 
ings are palliati-d, relieved or prevented 
thi'uugh their eii'orts. 

Too high terras eaunot bo used in speak- 
ing of the patient endurance of the wound- 
ed. Their fortitude in their sufferings must 
bo seen iu order to be appreeiated, and 
when every moans wo employ fail to bring 
relief to diy, tho Burgeon often secures 
patience and hope to his patient by the 
balm of to-morrow. 

Ill behalf of three ihonsand wounded 
soldiers of our army. Surgeon Woodworth 
requests through you to thank the donors 
to tho Sanitary Commission for tho liberal 
and opportune siipidics, which have enabled 
ns to make them by far more comfortable 
than they could have beeu done had we re- 
lied exclusively ii)ion tho appliances fur- 
nished by tho Government. 

Veiy truly yours, 

A. O. Hart, 

Surgeon ifjl O. V. I. 



CAUSES OF .MOltT.VUTV I.\ THE SIILI- 
I T.V1£Y HOSFITALS-MEANS OF 

I • DliMIMSHINO IT. 

A largo share of the Commission’s efforts, 
since the couauenccmcut of the pici^ent 
i cuuipiiigii, has been directed to tho luiti- 
I gutioii ol suffering and the saving of hfu iu 
' tieid and ho>pitul, by timely and lutclligent 
i aid to badly wounded men, and e.i[jeLXully 
to thufc<? euinpelied by the cruel iiecciisilica 
^ of war to bo trllli^portcd, oiten iu rough 
and clumsy conveyances, with Irequent 
shiitiiigs and changes before reaching their 
destinaiions iu an Army General liuspital. 

! It is truly the period which eiapse.i be- 
[ tween the soldier's xall on the held and his 
I cunsigumeut tu the hospital, that the real 
bitterness, the deep agony of war is crowd- 
ed. The hortlships of cami>aiguing are no 
' doubt great, but robust men — and ihoso 
who po-sH through the first two months are 
generally' roOust — cun endure them, aud 
often thrive under them; but where a man 
is struck down, with tho ho.spital winch is 
iiuaiiy to shelter him, it may be. a hundred 
miles away m the rear, soidioriug as.suiuoa 
an aspect to him which it never wore be- 
fore. 

TTio greatest amount of suffering and loss 
. of life lalls to tho lot of those wiio havo 
broken bones or wounded joints, especially 
; of the lower limbs, fur whom absoiulc quiet 
' is tlio most needed remedy, aud to whom 
i every jar or motion involves anguish aud 
] danger, perliup.s of lock jaw or fatal inlUim- 
I muiioUH. This sud necessity of tians|>ort- 
j iug badly wounded men explains in a great 
degree the increased mortality of late in 
the military hospitals at Washington, and 
the unusual preNldeucc amongst the woun- 
ded of those fatal diseases tetanus and pym- 
! mia, which, with exhaustion from chrouio 
j diarrhea, seem to bo the auost frequent 
causes of death. 

1 The following extracts from letters from 
one of the medical members of the Com- 
mission, iu doily conference with wounded 
j soldiers, aud their surgeons in hospitals 
I aud in tramitUg will afford to our readers 
I direct and reliable information as to their 
wants, and serve os a preface to a stato- 
ment of tho moans which the Commission 
is employing to relievo them. 
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OENEIIAIi CoXDITION OP THE WolNHED. 

Washinotoi«, Junt 16, 1864. 

Id all the hospitals there is great atton- 
tioD given to the wounded. The speeiol 
care which the stumps, compound Iructures 
and severe wouutls receive, is iiMiiiUy as 
complete as could he desired. But in ul- 
moKt every ward are found ]jatieiits whose 
vitid powers are too low to ]>erinit the pro- 
gress of recuperative processes. This I 
will mention more purticularly under the 
head of pyitmia, sccondurj* himuirhage, 
&c. 

Mortaljtt. 

The death-rate is very high, and the 
causes are obvious; many of them an* pre- 
ventible. Pyu'miji, and excessive exhaus- 
tion [from long fatigue of transportation, 
from excessive suppuration, etc.,] are chief 
causes of the excessive mortality. Out of 
300 pivtienU amtmg latest arrivals fr(»m tlie 
Paiimnkey, at a single hospital, 14 died 
within twenty- four hours. There is abund- 
ant <‘vidence of inudet|uatc care and snb- 
aisteuce of wounded men during their 
transportation, f^ome estimate of the suf- 
ferings endured in transpiutation, at the 
pre^eiit time, may be formed from a re- 
mark just made to me by Dr. , sur- 

get)u in charge of Hospital. Ho 

says: **On hearing some of these men 
speak of their autTerings while being trans- 
portetl from the battle fields, ami in their 
trails shipment, I confess I cun acarcely re- 
strain myself from w'ceping.*' 

The greatest sufferers aro those who 
have compound fracture.s of the thigh. The 
means of support for such fractures are 

utterly inadeijiiato. I>rs. , , and 

many In^.spilal surgeons, bear testimony to 
the needless waste of life, niid the terrible 
increaae of Buffering, in oonsccjuence of 
the want of mlcipiatc means for supp<»rt 
and cure of thigh fractures, and the severe 
wounds of the leg and knee. 

» » « • * 

Tjil; Classes and Seveuitt of Wounds. 

The average grade of the Reverity of 
wonnd.H now' seen in the liospitals of the 
Department of Wa.shington is jiecnUarly 
Bcvere. For (‘xamplc — in a hospital tlnit 
I have visited fhis evening, there are 1,{MK) 
patients; and among them have been seen 
107 c<»mpound fratdures of the femur and 
42 severe injuries of the knee-joint. The 
numluTof amputated limbs iu that hospital 
is not less than 22o. 

Conservative surgery has a wide field in 
such hospitiiLs, and when we note tho 
de.ith-nite, we intuitively judge that the 
proportion of limbs trauBported norlhwanl 
from the field, for tho Ixmefit of such con- 
B *rvative treatment, is far too large. But 
this hasty judgment may be erroneous, for 

A 



the Burgeon in charge of the 107 broken 
femora and the 42 gnn-hhot knee wounds, 
says he hnj>cB to save many of these men 
who have survivetl five da)8 after arrival; 
yet lie has seen 45 patients die in hoK]>ital 
in a single day — nc*arly all from the exhaus- 
tion of trnnsjiortntion. 

The fact respeeting thepe severe wounds 
of the femur, &e., upjH'ars to 1 k» that there 
is an eiiornums waste of life and an amount 
of bodily HUguiKli that cannot V)c describ- 
€*d, that we may do much to prevent. I 
confesB that until adtquate nuMins to this 
end an* applied, my sleep at night will be 
diHturlx-d by thoughts upon the subject. 

Any Biiceessful efiorts that may be put 
forth by surgcHuis or the CommisHiou to at- 
tain the obj( et 1 now mention, will le to me 
n eanse of gnater pratifieation than the re- 
ception of any fuvoitj the world can bestow 
UjH)!! myself. 

You may judge that every surgeon in 
charge of tho hos|utal8 here urgtB that 
something bo done quickly ami eflVet- 
iveJy fc»r improvement in tlie tmnsjmrta- 
tion of patients who must be sent north- 
wuid from the field with such wounds. 

OiirelVoitH to Bnpply materials for splints, 
Ac., are not in vain.* The zinc will be at 
first most Used, but tho gypsum, and tho 
board splint and litter U»r lushing both 
limbs and pelvis will bo found more valua- 
ble. A large number <»f htont tin cams (3 
gulls. t‘aoh) have* l>een sent ftirwurd to-day, 
iilkd with calcined gypsum, &o,, Ac. 

* • « • « 



* SUOmiUTIOXS TO TUOBi: w^|0 PRllPAKE PBOVlSIONAL 
WI.INTB. 

Ah the object wmpht is to alTortl a suitable sup- 
port to fractured limbs during (ransiHuTation, it 
may 1>e <b sirabk‘ to make the spliiitM longer and 
Htnmger than woiUd lx? ni-cessarj’ fiir patieuts in 
hospital. To a<ld strength to the |H.Tfi»rsted zinc 
Hptiiit, the str.pH niav fx' (ioiibhxl, or a light strip 
or \i(mh 1 may be appfieil externally in the din.'ction 
of the sliaft of llic bone. Tho out edgeH of tho 
zinc may K‘ presKsl back by applying the liack <»f 
the sh< an* ngniiist the margin of* the mrtalwLen 
nesting the angle of a Imard or table. AngltW 
ill the splints may U* made by ru(» or by U’s iu tho 
margins. I'inu oakum or old i-lolUa maybe tused 
for padding. 

Tlie timiness of the Or'pHum SpHuts may re.adily 
bo increased by increasing the number of thick- 
DCKM'B (»f the saturaUxl cloth. 

THE MODE or AI’M.YINO THE OYlVUM SPUNTfl. 

The following plain direetioiis have l>een suggeat- 
od hy A HurgiHiti wlio baa had ample exiM'rieiuu in 
their use: 

•‘The limb I« flnit shaven or BliglUly oiled; apiece of 
eUt c'oarau washed muslin is next selcctrd. of a size so 
that when folded atxmt four thickJiesscH it is wide < uouuh 
to rnvi lop more than lialf of the cirrumfemire of the 
Umb. Tho solution of plaster is then to be prr|torod. 
Fine, well dHe<i. white plaster had betUT be M'h-4'tecl, 
and before usimt. a small portion should Is* mixr<l with 
water in a spcxiD and allowed “to set." with a \iew of 
ascertaining the length of time miuisitu for that protrosa. 
If it is over five minutes, a smaU quautily of eommoa 
aalt had tsdtor Ixr thssolTc*<l in the water befttre abiding 
the plaster. The moni salt ailded, the sooner will the 
piaster “set-** If dtflsy be nccossary. tho addition of a 
row drops of rari>enier's glue or mucilage will subserve 
that end. J:>iual parts of water and plaster are the best 
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PyJ2»UA. 

This is tlie grcuU‘st source of mortality 
in the hiM4|uta)s here. It is fouud every- 
where, uiid is the greatest source of con- 
ceru to till iiiteliigent surgeons. * * * 

In this cla.^s ul putienU the powers of as- 
similution break down, and unless rallied 
belore the initial chill, all chances of lifu 
are lust. For u certain class of such pa- 
tients the Sanitary Comml^Hlou must sup- 
ply u pure hi'untly, and olhertvise aid in 
providing special diet. 

Aiiiiuig the be.st informed surgeons, the 
Opinion prevuiln that the only preventive 
measures that can l>e suceesslully adopted 
Bga'iist this blood' poisoning, kc., which is 
termed pyamia^ niust be eueh as^ill h*r- 
lily the wuuniitd man against morbid 
changes, and gl^e him vigor and oppetite, 
anti-hi'oibutic and appetising diet, in short. 
And this is demanded in the jieUi^ in ambv^ 
lauce.H, ami an /roaspor/s, no Uss thsn in tlie 
General Hospitals. Let fresh vegetables 
and fruits, and easily OKvimilated nourish- 
ment bo always at liuud fur the wounded if 
we would hope to diminish the prevalence 
of pyiomiu. 



proptiitirn*. Tbr plestfr !• i>r>rii:klc<! la tht w«fpramt 
inxllitilr aiixcU «iith It. 'Jht> I'k'th. uitfuUtci). 1 m thru 
lu. mi I Mil 111 il.e Molntkn «uil wrli XMiurMU-tl: U !■ tlicu 
to Ik- quiilUy fuUifil u beiure, arriu.gt d Miid laid i n u lint 
•m f«i r. MUi )i an • board or » Ublc. ai<d MiijuulLed nm-e 
ort«U'«>wjtb ibo Liuid In ordir to ri-tuuM* UTvf 4 U- 
Isritii'H of iifi Miirfici . and Utf u, witJi ibe lislp of an a»- 
aiMtsiii, a] I Uid to tbr }OMtiiior surlai-s i l iliu i.mb. Tbe 
poiUou txti'iidio^ bilowthe hist in tiinnd up on the 
aoli* ut Uii* imd. and the aideii folded o\cr tbr dur«um 
4ud a fold maili* at t he ankle i'n t-ithi r nidi-, and a \ oU« r 
bafidai. 1 ' Mppht d pr« tty htmly o%i‘r all. Ibe liti.b le Ihi n 
to be htid Ul a proper loaiUcD. o itiii^ifdt bcirK made 
If uereaiury by tbe surKnrii, > until the idanler bec< lues 
bald. Th«' time re<|ulr«-d in preparing (be rlnih, tuixirg 
tbe {l■^t•■r.a^d applying the iaiiij>K to (he limb, med 
m-t to lake u.oie ilsan hftecn mlbutts. Alter Ihi- pUhit-r 
la dim sr.d ibt- t'andrgi- ti tiioM d, me aill ba\e a Miiid 
plMHicr rf Paiihcaii {artUlIy rnnh i irg il e 1 mb. Itav. 
tug a pi ti'.nii oi iis fiiiti-nor aurlai c e&p(>e< d to t 1( w. If 
any »«i Hu g orcurs. e\a]M<ratiUK lotiobH can be applii d 
to the i ll I Hid Hurfaco. and wc can aiaays eartl} d(trr> 
xuiiii- llii- Tilatii II of the fiai turid ci.da. If ih-m aRsiy, 
an interior i-plir.t n>ade r f tbe eame maicria], tan te a]i> 
phi d. ai.d ihi u both bound logi tln-r « ith adbi she ptan* 
ter. and if di-airable andUr bandage over all. )( the 
antciior r-plint is nor new!, two or three atripa of adh<*- 
siie plH^tiT, otio inch wide, or banda of any kind, may 
be applied around tbe casing, and will serve to I cep it 
flrndy adjuated.'* 

Orilinnrily the gyp«nm nnd the water arc mixed 
In r»{nal |d* j ortionH, hut they may Ih' varied to snit 
the inaniptilntor. Very lt^7«f and //I'Cm/s ejilint easls 
may he made by preparing tbu plaster paste, as 
follow »: 

75 parts, by weight. 

NVati-r, 100 parts, “ 

Starc-h, U to 2 ]>arlM, *' 

Tlio starch to he iTuiled clear, in a small quantity 
of walir. If the “settiug” of the plaster is toJ> 
slow, add a httle salt. A huiali pro|K>rtii«n of viscid 
standi tends to delay the “setting'* of the plaster, 
and it nicy he tn>( d for that pur|MjM' instead of glue. 
After the strips of doth are cut nud all in ready, 
tbe ai>plicatioii of the matcrj^ls end the ronipletion 
of tbe work need not ocenpy more than t< n minutes. 
Feuestiic or winilows for drainage or for (■l>#erva- 
tion may lie provided Ixforehaud, by cutting the 
prop! r apertures in the strips of cloth before im- 
mersing them in the plaster paste. 



Secondary Hemoehuaue. 

The frightful frequency and fatality of 
this accident is munilehtly owing to puiho- 
lugiciil, or, rather to idiybiologicol cuutes, 
which the btst surgery cannot prevtut. It 
rchullB more from low vitality thiui from 
any fault ol auigeona. The ligated arteries 
and the clot pluga m them, lu putieuta dj- 
ing of hiconduty In^morrhage, so fur as 1 
have examiLed, exhibit the evidtiicesol de- 
geuerutioii, and the failure of K purative 
proeesscH, Kiuqdy a result of deketive vi- 
tality und ci mctjuent delay of pliyfiologi- 
cul repair in the woundtd and ligated 
blood ^rasel. 

W haiever we can do to keep up healthy 
nutntiuu und the vigor of wuuidtd men 
before and during tluir tieatmmt in hos- 
pital tends directly to diminish thia Uurful 
accident, which by a sudden gush tumi- 
uutea the life ol the patient ana the fondest 
hopes of tho faithful surgeon. 

Low VlTAUTY— A dYKJEMIA. 

Many days ustmliy inters nc between tho 
rrciption of the j atii nt In m the trans- 
ports und the beginning of leetipeiative 
proce^Kcs in wounded pints, bteondory 
iiiiipututions of comae do very badly in 
Mieh eonditions. In this |h nod ol low 
vitality ir< in exhaustion, tetanus is daily 
occMining in the hospitals. 

Tktanvh. 

The more I see of tetanus here the more 
evident it is that its pre v< iition is p< culmrly 
de]a ndi nt upon the iid« qtiacy und juilhlul- 
nes.H ol supply fu m the suMlary atou*s of 
the Saniiaiy nJuis^i^!ll. W'aiin eh thing, 
quilts and bedding, with moie cine of 
wounded part.M, will diminish the frequen- 
cy of tetanus i mong the wounded. 1 seo 
some cases daily. The nuniber of cases 
rapidly diiiunislics with the gineiai im- 
prov« nieiit of the wounds. 

.\ certain ]a r erntage of cases of tetunua 
among such Ft vere wounds may be inevita- 
ble, but the cedd cmrent of damp sir, the 
exposure of the buck, uncovtud during 
transpe^rtntion and in tlie ward; the want 
of sleep and want of digestive powi r, uro 
among the conditions that the snpplit s and 
agencies of the .Sanitary Cominis.sion most 
directly reach.* 

The regular returns will bo inndo from 
nil tlio hohpitals, and next year it will bo 
ascertained and rcjjortcd iLatpyamia, te- 
tanus, secondary hcmoirhiige, and fatal 

•I’mler the oiisniceH of the (’t nmiir-tirti ihe tlii*- 
tingni.ihtMl phy*'ioiogi8t and plivniciau, ]>r. (*. K. 
Browii-H^qnartl. wan induced (o’ vi»*it \Vakliij:>,'ton 
to lecture on tetaimn and the eflectH on the nervous 
HTstem of seveiv henanrliBgc. TUo MJl)^Uln^■o of 
the lecture, which dclivcn d on (ho Hlh of Juno 
to a largo iMKljHnf tho metlicti staff of the army and 
navy at the Smithsoni&n institution, Ihu O liimia- 
in about to piihlinh for dintrilaition to na dicat 
^cers, as one of ila aeriea of medical and surgical 
moDograpliH. 
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diarrhea were very prevalent, oml caiiKe<l 
moHt of the deaths in the hospitals. But 
inadocjuate eirorts will be maile this year to 
remove, diminisli, or aiitieijiate the causeH. 
The latter is a lepfitimato function of the 
Buiiit.irv Cummiviion. 

**'♦♦♦* 

In roferenco to the peooml point, viz., 
improveuient of the local ntmo.sphere of 
wiinis, a barrel of curb»>lic ucul has been 
received, and turned over to the pr<>per 
oOicer for <‘\perimental use, in aceuiduuce 
with l*rot. Gibbs’ KU^rgcstion that it j)n>m* 
ises more than any otiu r disinfecting o^^ent. 
Tlie result will be di tinitely not<d. The 
Pheuol StnUquf\ which tlu‘ same person has 
distributed lu the hospitals, is a weak, solu- 
tion of crude carbolic acid, (15 per cent.,) 
and Hixla per cent.) Ihof. Gibbs’ Hiig- 
gestiuu iiiiule two years ago, to use carbolic 
acid upon the walls of wanU, as a paint or 
wuvsli, IS worthy of trial. 

The fourth jHiint — means of support for 
fractured limbs: 3U sheets of perforaUd 
zinc (7 feet by 10!j iiiohes,) with shears 
for cutting aud httiug the metal, have been 
sent to the sanitary depot in front for 
splints; 3 bbls. of sfatimiy pla^t'•r, coiirst' 
cotton cloth, etc., 1 ton of oakum; nud to- 
day a <pi:iiiiity of fracture litters, sent after 
consultation, to Dr. and other ac- 

tive men in the Medical Stall'. 

Tin; importance of this subject is im- 
pressive and clear when studied in eonuec- 
tiou with recent battle reports of the Med- 
ical iJuioau. 

In wouuds, 749 were compound 

fractures uf femur; aud of thi.s number 480 
were transported uuaiiiputated. 

Ag.tin, ot the knee there an» 213 wounds, 
and of these 13S were transported unam- 
putated. Of the leg, there were 918 gun- 
shot fractures, of which (150 remained un- 
ampuUited. Therti were at the satuc time, 
5Gti gunshot wounds in the lungs aud tho- 
rax. 

The 1st Pivksion, 0th Corps, in the Wil- 
derne.'js,(l’’rederiekshurg observations.) had 
34 compound fruetiiiTs of tlie thiph, living, 
20 amputations, and 14 transported nmimpii- 
taU‘vl. It has been found that any one of 
these trausfioricd frjietures must he moved, 
oil’ aud on, (uale.ss the bunk or bed goes 
with the suilei’er,) at least 14 times before 
resting in a genend hospital. Often the 
number of movements is much more ! 
Verj’ few of the woiuuled thighs and knees 
now and recently brought to Wiushiuglon, 
Lave any supporting appliances. 



Wakkis«to?». June 23, 1S64. 

My Dkar Poctob— Since I last wrote to 
you there have been several practical ques- 
tions examined in the hospitals Lore, with 
reference to improved means and more 
successful clTorts to save life and mitigate 



spfl'ering. Let me briefly mention a few 
points which I think should be acted 
upon by the Executive Committee without 
delay. 

How c.tn the CommisKion aid in prevent- 
ing the jireseiit fenrfiil rate of mortality from 
pyinmm in these hospitals? 

Whatever we would siieeessfully attempt 
for this purpose must be brougUt to bear 
before the fatal blood poisoning and death 
of Ikiiio occur in the patient. 

I have just been examining the oQuhal 
report <»f some thirty deaths from pyiemia 
in a single hospitid uf 1,200 beds, and one 
of the best in the department. Nearly all 
of these have oceiirred since the 1st of 
June. All occurred in patients who had 
Iractured or amputated bones. The greater 
proportion of the eases occurred in patients 
that had good chances of surviv.ng, hud nut 
the malady here mentioned supei veiled. 

No medication nor caro has yet saved 
a single life among the huudi'ed.i I have 
seen suircriug from pyiemia. 

DiH'luimg all dihCUMfiou uf the histology 
and the causes of this fatal pest of the hos- 
pitals, let me say that goiid reasons exist 
lor believing that the ouiy available means 
of dimiiiisliiug the prevalence of this acci- 
dent, (as it may justly be termed,) of the 
Burgeiy and wounds of bone, aie — 

1st. Improvement of the diet of tho 
patients tium tho hour of their becoming 
acee.sftible to the Buuitary Cummishiuii on 
the til Id, in transports, and in hospitals. 

2d. Bpeeial mtans for improving the 
local atmosphere of the wards, etc., in hos- 
pitals. 

3d. Tho cstabli.sTiment of iiORpitals at 
higher altitudes and in healthier iu.iditiea. 

•4th. By bui»plyiug iiioio adequate mate- 
rial aid to the surgeonH in tlie held for tho 
siijiport and cure of fractured bones. 

To each of these four points I beg that 
the Commi^•^^ion give intelligent attention. 

To tho tirst, second and fourth, 1 um 
giving close uttcutiuu; the third cannot bo 
reuclied, e.^cejit through the War depart- 
ment and the Medical Bureau. But I 
know' that Drs. Cn,^ ler, MeDoiigidi, Tlandin, 
and tlic In^st oilicers of the Btal!'. liold 
the same views that 1 shall soon express to 
the Commiasiou on thLs subject. 

Now, what can we do to meet tho firet 
want of the ]>ati(Uits w*ho are liable to tho 
oceiiiTcucc of pyiumia? Wo can do much.* 



• To iiiKwre tljp .irniy a imtre vara*d diet when it 
sliouldri fo-b its new hitVoon the Jnim HlUver.UiefoU 
lowing anti-so<>rbutic Htores »vi*re fw iit iu May, from 
New' loik, and stored in JUllimore : 



i,30l kbUh. fiirkl'il tomatoffi, 
61,sl2 Um. eauis d toxaduci, 
l.liM Katla. carried 
671 dried api Ire, 
10,16s ){«llt>. Mur kiBUt, 



4,162 Kallo. picldefl, 

3.r>K) pirkl. onlooe, 
12.U6U lOK. apple ) nip, 

2.400 boxeo poriablo lom- 
ousde. 



In addition to tho aliovc, the following consign- 
nu'iit of similar food, has thus far diuing June, 
(26lh iiiblant,) been to the Amy in Tirgmia : 



- .ogle 




The Sanitary Gommissim Bulletin. 



561 



The Commission can at once procure 
and offer to the hospitals, a car load of 
fresh vef^tables and the best fruits of the 
season, daily. 

Secondly, we may greatly improre the 
special diet of each hospital by systematiz- 
ing our special diet kitchens, and by giving, 
through those kitchens, the aid that is 
needed in the preparation and distribution 
of the fruits and the more important vege- 
tables. * • * * 



WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 



OUB OFBBATIOilS IB OEOBOIA. 

Dr. Read writes to Dr. Newberry, from 
Chattanooga, June 2: 

Goods os needed, have been, with few 
exceptions, promptly furnished. 

Oen. Hooker and Qen. Schofield have 
each famished one team, to be used under 
the direction of the agents, connected with 
the respective corps, while the surgeons of 
the 4th and 14th corps, in charge of divis- 
ion hospitals, ore famished with orders on 
the storeroom at Acworth, and they send 
directly for such stores as they need. 

Goods distributed to the wounded the 
very hour they are brought from the battle- 
field, are much more highly appreciated by 
them and by their surgeons, tlian when 
given to them a week later, at hospitals 
in the rear. 

I am not sure they do more good, only as 
they come when all is confusion— come im- 
expectedly, and thus show, 

'* 'Tis not the extent of aid that etampe its worth. 
But the nice honr, at whieh that aid is bestowed.'* 



As I passed on my retnm, the rooms we 
have occupied and vacated successively as 
the army advanced, I was more forcibly 
than ever impressed with the magnitude 
of our work. 



First, a storeroom and hospital at Ring- 
gold; then one at Dalton, from which 
goods in Urge quantities are taken to the 
field hospitals west of Resaca; then the 
wounded were moved to Resaca, and rooms 
opened there; soon the army passed on to 



33,789 g&lk. pick, cucumber*, 
8.6M gells, pickled onio&i, 
1,05U g«U*. saner krant, 

438 gall*, pick, tomatoes, 
143,444 Iba. canned tomatoes, 
IM lbs. tamarinds, 

335 bbla. dried apples, 

19 bbls. dried Cniii, 



73 bbls. potatoes, 

8 bbl«. prunes, 

100 bbls- onions. 

801 boxes lemons, 

35 boxes oranges, 

50 half bbls. i^rter, 
3,040 botUiS CM. ginger, 
90 bottles lemon JuIm. 



And bc}’oud this, the AMOcUto Secretary for the 
East hau been dlrocte<l to send to that army, for 
twenty dan to como, $1,000 worth of fresh Tege- 
Ublos daily. 
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Kingston, and halting for a day or two to 
load stores, onrs were forwarded and rooms 
opened. Here, again, teams were loaded 
for the advance, and what stores could not 
be carried were sent back, and we were to 
leave the railroad and our base of supplies, 
not expecting for sometime to commnnicato 
with the rear. 

Passing over Pnmpkinvine Creek, ws 
again have severe fighting, lasting sev- 
eral days, in the vicinity of Dollask 
This resulted in giving ns the railroad to 
Acworth, and soon after, for fire miles 
further to Big Shanty. Acworth is onr 
last depot, where we have now ample snp- 
plies for present wants. We shall work 
and trust, hoping that as more are wanted, 
they will be furnished. Bat we have often 
been so nearly exhausted, that we havs 
suffered greatly, lest we should be called 
upon for help and not be able to afford it. 

Gen. Howard has supplied his corps by 
giving one of. liU teams from headquarters 
loading at Kingston, and sending book 
there again when necessary. 

I left Dr. Brucedritt with Gen. McPher- 
son's command; Mr. Fairchild with Gen. 
Palmer’s; Mr. Crary with Gen. Schofield's, 
and Mr. Hobblct with Gon. Hooker’s and 
Gen Howard’s — who will also in my ab- 
sence, have general supervision of ths 
work. Every possible effort has been mads 
to famish the goods promptly, and ths 
efforts have been snccessful. 

The list of casualties has never been so 
promptly obtained; it has been famished 
and forwarded in almost every iiutanoe, 
within twenty-four hours from the time of 
action. The list is obtained from the hoc»- 
pital record, or from the slips used by the 
surgeons for their entries, as the wounded 
were token from the ambnlonccs. But 
since I have come bock here I have been 
astonished and sadly disappointed to find, 
that lists which I supposed had already 
reached yon, had just arrived here. 

• * • • • 

So long os we continue to fight this 
battle, so long must wo have a large amount 
of supplies, of the same kind os previously 
indicated, viz. ; milk, beef, spirits, crackers, 
rags and bandages, lemons, farina, sugar, , 
tea, etc. Nothing that we have comes 
amiss. Ann-slings of special value. 
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We shall aid in feeding men on the road 
between Acworth and Nashville. 

The number of sick and wounded is large, 
bnt seems to me to be small, when we take 
into account what the arm; has done. For 
forty-five days they have been constantly 
fighting, or living prepared to fight. Some 
have fought each day; they have made many 
miles of fortifications; have slept with little 
covering in the trenches, and for most of 
the time there has been constant rain and 
deep mnd, but they live in hope, and arc 
kept up by excitement. A successful result 
to the campaign will see many more sick 
than now, while defeat, with all its distress- 
ing influences, would be disastrous. 

But we hope for success, and expect it. 

I send this by Prof. Hosford. I shall wait 
here a day or two, and if better, return to 
the front; if unable to do that, shall go to 
Louisville, expecting to go home for a 
time. I do not desire to do this, until t his 
campaign is ended. 

• * • • • 

THE USSlSSirFl. 

Mr. Way writes from Memphis, June 
24th: 

Wo have had no great battles fought in 
H.his department during the post month; 
still wo nil have been kept quite busy. 

First, came the troops from the ill-fated 
Bed Iliver expedition, who had been on the 
move for the post few montlis, without be- 
ing where they could obtain a supply of 
vegetables, and for weeks on short rations. 
We were able, on their arrival here, thinks 
to our kind, generous friends at the North, 
to issue a bountiful supply of vegetables to 
the regiments, and to give to their sick del- 
Ibacies and other things needed in the regi- 
mental hospitals. 

Next came the survivors of the expedi- 
tion under Oen. Sturgis, defeated at Gun- 
town, Mississippi. These men were in a 
terrible condition after a ninning fight of 
over a hundred miles, and many of them 
without food for three days. We issued 
largely to them on their arrival here. 

In the meantime, a large number of hun- 
dred day troops have arrived, and the 
change of habits and climate, with mumps, 
measles, Ac., has caused a largo' amount of 
sickneos. These as well as other troops 



are appealing to us for suppUes for their 
regimental hospitals. There are in this vi- 
cinity over thirty thousand troops; of these 
about three thousand are sick in general 
and regimental hospitals. In supplying 
the great demand ou ns for all these, our 
stores are nearly exhausted, 

We ask that otir necessities may not be 
forgotten, as the importance of having a 
good supply has not been so great for the 
past fifteen months as at present. 

Another largo expedition left here four 
days ago and arc opening the Memphis and 
Charleston railroad towards Corinth. The 
advance is about fifty miles from here. 
They are skirmishing continually, and 
every train brings in more or less wounded. 

[Large shipments have been made and 
were on the way when this letter was writ- 
ten.] 

^ Mr. Grant writes from the same place, 
June 17th, 1804: 

I have been intending every day since my 
return from St. Louis to send yon a rejxrrt 
of my operations at this point, but for va- 
rious reasous have delayed it until now. 
We have had a constant influx of sick and 
wounded from the army of the lower Miss- 
issippi, besides many from the late expedi- 
tion to Corinth. Our General Hosiutols 
are now quite full, containing in the aggre- 
gate, more than 2,200 patients. The num- 
ber of late has greatly increased in all of 
them, except the small-pox, in which there 
has been a rapid dimnnition, as you will 
observe by reference to the hospital reports. 
This is usually the case daring the warm 
weather of summer. Tims you see there is 
abundant work fur all hands, and as work 
is more important than reports, I hope you 
will excuse the delay in writing. 

To make a second or third report is a 
matter of some difficulty, for the reason 
that day after day, and week after week, 
our work is the same. Always similar, yet 
never monotoncus, because it is constantly 
changing. I am aware that this sounds 
paradoxical, yet it is strictly true. 

Please listen for a moment to an account 
of the daily work of a hospital visitor. Ho 
goes to one of the ho.spitals at 8 .A. M. and 
begins his labors, talking with the sick and 
wounded, cheering the despondent with 
hopes of better days, always turning to 
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them the bright aide of the picture, and 
anon, comforting the dying with those con- 
solations which Christianity alone can give. 

Again, in the convalescent word, he must 
listen to the complaints of those who are no 
longer sick, and to the accounts of their 
wants, fancied or real, explaining to some 
that the regulations complained of are ab- 
solutely necessary, and consoling others 
with the promise of speedy relief. 

Occasionally with pencil, he makes mem- 
oranda of what needs further attention. 

To-morrow it will be the same; yet as he 
is conversing with different men, and en- 
oonntering constantly varying difficulties, 
the work is always changing. At times his 
duty takes him to the room of the surgeon 
in charge, and as delicately as possible ho 
colls attention to certain cases. “Here is 
a poor fellow who will die if he stays here; 
but if ho could go home to his wife or 
mother for 30 or 00 days, he would recover. 
The Northern air would br;ico him up. 
Would it be contrary to regulations to grant 
him a furlough?” 

This is a delicate duty and requires care 
and tact. Here is another man in the con- 
valescent ward who has received a wound 
in the knee, and the sinovia has escaped 
from the joint. He is permanently disabled 
and wants a discharge, and when obtained, 
he needs some help in getting started home. 

Cases requiring any articles from the 
sanitary stores are supplie d after consulting 
with the Agent of the Commission. 

I have mode no mention of the instances 
of special relief, for the furloughs and dis- 
charges are in the morning reiiorta of the 
General Hospitals, and the stores distribu- 
ted are on the returns of Capt. Way. 

This work is fatiguing, and after a day’s 
labor the mind and body need rest. In 
visiting our army hospitals one finds some 
things to condemn, and which it would be 
well to remedy if it were pos.siblc. 

Unfortunately they are beyond the con- 
trol of the Sanitary Commission and it-s 
agents. One of these, is the rough man- 
ner in wliich some surgeons talk to and 
handle the sick and wounded. Such con- 
duct in private practice would not be toler- 
atal. They surely have forgotten the old 
adage — " A kind word to the sick is better 
than physic. ” In other respects our hos- 



pitals ore well kept, being under the con- 
trol of military officers, and subject to mil- 
itary regulations; there is great uniformity 
in all their proceedings. Neatness, clean- 
liness, careful attention to the wants of the 
sick, are the order of the day. 

You are aware that the General Hospi- 
tals have what is called a “ Hospital Fund,” 
produced by commutation of surplus ra- 
tions. This meets some of the pressing 
necessities of the sick, but I am informed 
by the surgeons, that owing to the high 
prices of everything in Memphis, it only 
buys about one- fourth of what it would 
purchase in the North. The deficiency is 
made up by the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion. 7 have carefully sought for instances of 
misapplicniion of said stores by officers, with- 
out finding a single instance, and am satis- 
fied so far as this post is concerned, the 
charge is a gross slander. I write this be- 
cause, having nothing to do personally 
with the stores of the Commission, I feel 
free to speak of the use mode of them. 

The vegetables distributed have been of 
incalculable advantage to the troops, espe- 
cially those who have returned from the 
Red River Expedition, many of whom 
showed strong symptoms of scurvy. 

The defects in the hospital records have 
given me a great deal of trouble. Some- 
times I find a man's name and the date of 
his admission, but no record of what be- 
came of him afterwards. Of some who are 
credibly reported by friends as sent to 
a certain ho.spital, there is no record what- 
ever. This was frequently the case when 
the -hospitals were first established hero; 
latterly, the registers have been kept with 
gi'oater care; and it is to be hoped, that in 
the future, we may not meet with the s.sme 
difficulty in tracing tlie sick. There has 
appeared in the eye ward of one of our hos- 
pitals a few cn.ses of that peculiar affection 
of the visual organs called by medical men 
“ hemeralopia,” and always in those pa- 
tients having scorbutic symptoms. As the 
disease is of obscure origin, its duration 
uncertain, and the rationale of its treatment 
not well undcrstiKol, it is to be hoped that 
some of our surgeons who arc eomi)etent to 
the task will carefully investigate the mal- 
ady, with the view of elucidating its ob- 
scurities. 
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TESTIMONY OF MR. WHEELWRIGHT. 

Jimc 7, 18M. 

JoaxPB Puin, M. D., 

17. S. SamUary CommiMnim: 

Sni — Haviog concluded a risit to the 

"front,” and particularly to the 9th Army 
Corps, made under the auspices of the 
Commission you yepre.sent, and which was 
rendered comparatively ea.sy liy the kind 
attention of its officers, I beg to state, in 

g eneral, that having been furnished b^ 
lajor- General Burnside with ample facih- 
tics for visitation and inspection, the ob- 
jects of my journey have been satifactorily 
accomplished. 

I have had occasion, during several days, 
to notice the demeanor of officers and men, 
not only "under fire,” but while encoun- 
tering some of those hardships which are 
almost inseparable from war, and while ex- 
pecting to witness courage, endurance and 
patient submission to fearful privations, I 
oonfe ss I was not prepared for the cheerful 
alacrity, very' eagerness, with which all 
were met. And now at the conclusion of 
my visit, I can appreciate fully a remark of 
Gen. Burnside, when speaking to me of a 
veteran regiment which had just returned 
from its furlough to the field with but 80 
men, " Eighty guns! that is equal to 4,000 
men.” 

I have found no such patriotism at home 
as I have witnessed in the field, and return 
to Massachusetts to urge my fellow-citizens 
to redouble their exertion to mitigate the 
suflerings, and as far as possible, present 
the hardships of these gallant inheritors of 
the spirit, fortitude and devotion of their 
fathers. A most noticeable fact was the 
gratitude of the soldiers (and officers as 
well,) to the Banitary Commission for its 
efficient and abundant lal)or8. " We never 
should have got lUong without them,” was 
the universal te.stimony of high officials, 
medical and military; and the warm greet- 
ing of the private, “How are you Bani- 
tary?” boro witness that the fierce rage of 
battle had not blunted the finer feelings of 
his heart 

With many thanks for the facilities afford- 
ed me by the Coiumis.'-ion, and the cour- 
tesies extended by officials. 

Very faithfully yours, 

H. B. Whf.elwrioht, 

Oenenxl Agtnt, Board of StoU* VharitU$,/or Mauack%u€U$. 



A LEITER FROM JOHN STUART MILL. 

Tho editorial commiUce of “Our Daily Fare,** 
of Philadelphia, have received the folloaiDg ad- 
mirable letter from John Stuart Mill: 

1 am Rinccrely thankful to the editing com- 
mittee for including liie among those from whom 
they have invited a public expression of sym- 
pathy with the cause in which the free stat^ uf 
America are so heroically shedding their best 
blood. 

The war, justifiable and laudable even if it 



Gommiaston Bulletin. 



had continued to be. as it was at first, one of 
mere resistance to the extension of slavery, is 
becoming, as it was easy to foresee it wonld, 
more and more a war of principle for the com- 
plete extirpation of that curse. And in propor- 
tion as this has become apparent, tne sympa- 
ihies of nearly all in Europe wbo^ approbation 
is worth having, are resuming their natural 
course, and the cause of the North will soon have 
no enemies on this side of tho Atlantic, but those 
who prefer any tyranny, however odious, to a 
triumph of popular government 

It would Le unpardonable did I omit on an 
occasion like this, to express my warmest feel- 
ings of admiration for the Sanitary Commission. 
History has aflforded no other example— though 
it is to be noped that it will hereafter afford 
many — of so great a work of usefulness extem- 
porized by the spontaneous self-devotion and 
organizing genius of a people, altogether inde- 
pendently of the govenimeiit 

But while the present struggle has called into 
brilliant exercise all the hi|^ qualities which 
the institutions of the American republic have 
made general among her citizens, it has also 
laid open- as it is the nature of tiying limes to 
do — all the weak points in her national habits, 
and in the working of her instiiutious 

These are. doubtlef>s, far better known to 
thoughtful Americans than they are likely to be 
to any foreigner; and this great historical cri- 
sis will be doubly blessed itit directs attentioD 
to them. In all states of society the most seri- 
ous danger is that the national mind should 
go to sleep on the self satisfied notion that all 
is right with it; but the great awakening of the 
public conscience which is taking place on tho 
one political and social abomination, which has 
done more than all other causes together to de- 
moralize Americau politics, has probab y remo- 
ved all danger of this sort for one generation at 
least, and w'arrants the hope that tne American 
people will not rest satisfied with the great ad- 
vantages V hich no other people and no other 
Oovernment possesses in so high a degree, but 
will resolve that their democracy shall not 
behind any nation w’hstever in those elements 
of good government which have been thought 
to find a more congenial soil in other states of 
society, and under other political institutions. 

JOHN iyruABT Mux. 

Anosov. MajfV, 1864. 



THE COMMISSION ON THE JAMES RIVER 
AND THH APPOMATTOX. 

Tho ^following are extracta from an inter- 
esting scries of letters from Dr. Parrish: 
JjLHEt Ritxb, Va., Jant IT. 18'4. 

Having been furnished with a pass from 
the Secretary of War and of the Navy, our 
little fleet took a new start this morning 
from tho “Ronds,” from which wrote 
last; and we are now' passing m> the James. 
IntcUigenco has been receivetlby the arri- 
val of an agent, that our advance boat, 
which left White House on the 12th instant, 
has not only reached City Point with her 
stores and agents, but bos sent forward men 
to the front with comforts and support. 
This was accomplished before the Army of 
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the Potomac had crossed the James, and 
tte wisdom of the expedition is thus fully 
justified. Had there been twelve hours 
delay, it is probable the pontoon bridges 
would have obstructed the passage of the 
river, and our stores would not have gone 
forward. It was known, however, that at 
Hermuda Hundred there was already a 
Sanitary base, with a branch at City Point, 
and another at Point of Rocks, which was 
doing good service for the Army of Virginia 
and North Carolina, and which would with- 
hold nothing that it could give for the 
Army of the Potomac. 

We have, however, saved that necessity, 
being in advance with a boat load of sup- 
plies and thirty-three auxiliary relief 
agents. 

We run up the river at about eight miles 
an hour, pas.sing Harrison’s Landing and 
Powhattan Fort, and found an anchorage 
near where, but yesterday, the last train of 
the Army of the Potomac crossed the south 
side of the James. Not far from this spot 
was lying the late rebel ram Atlanta, with 
her angry guns, and most awkward decks. 
Evening is upon us, and our family gather 
in the still twiligh^ for their accustomed 
devotions, the opening hymn — 

“ I would not live alway." 

'Most of the company appreciated the 
appropriateness of t his selection. It was 
sung with solemnity. After the prayer, it 
was stated that a young comrade of the 
auxiliary relief corps, who but a few days 
since had left the White House for his 
home in Massachusetts, had died a few 
hours after reaching there. Appropriate 
remarks were made by those who knew 
him best, and his calm and confiding resig- 
nation was touchingly described by the 
friend who attended him on his homeward 
journey. The following preamble was 
unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, QjJ, who ordereth all things, 
has seen fit to take to himself,. Charles H. 
Stanley, our brother and co-laborer in our 
Christian work; therefore, 

1. Resolved, That we express in a public 
manner, our great sorrow at the loss of one 
whose life was so full of hope and promise. 

2. Resolved, That we consider his faith- 
fulness in the discharge of his duties in 
the hospitals, his hearty co-operation in 
all plans for the comfort of our .wounded, 
and especially his love for their souls, on 
exai^le to bo followed by every member of 
the Commission. 

3. Resolved, That by this sadden death, 
we are warned that the time for life’s work 
is short, for the night cometh, wherein no 
man can work; and that we endeavor by 
our efforts in behalf of the suffering, to ad- 
vance the Gospel of Christ, whom Ae de- 
ceased loved, and to whose service his life 
was devoted. 



4. Resolved, That a copy of these reso- 
lutions be sent to the parents of the de- 
ceased, as expressive of our deep sympathy 
in their great affliction, and also that they 
be published. 

Our young friend Stanley has left behind 
him an influence for good, that will be 
felt by all who treasure the memory of his 
virtues. 

June 18th. — To-day we reach City Point. 
The river is active with stirring vessels; 
troops ere arriving, hospitals are transfer- 
red from the White House to this new base, 
and the wharves are being loaded with 
stores and ammunition from Government 
steamers, whilo the Commiasion fills its 
modest place in the lively panorama. Can- 
nonacUng is heard in the vicinity of Peters- 
burg, a few wounded are coming in, and 
the benevolent visitors from all quarters, 
are beginning their work. The Commis- 
sion has had its agents and stores hero for 
more than six weeks. A new feeding 
station is established from the steamer 
Grey, which arrived on Tuesday last, and 
to-day the bountiful supplies from our fleet 
are being called for. The Elizabeth will 
be away to-morrow, for a load of anti-scor- 
butics, which awaits her at Norfolk. The 
front, some six miles away, is also supplied, 
and immediately on our arrival an addi- 
tional supply was sent forward. Our dres- 
sers were going about among the hospitals 
very soon after our landing, and are now still 
occupied. Thus the work— the old work, 
at the new place, has commenced, and there 
will be much service, even before the corps 
hospitals ore located. 

Cm Foist, Va., Jiau IS, 18S4. 

My last closed with our arrival at this 
place, and you will now expect an account 
of the situation. From the anchorage it 
may be discovered in its general aspect. 
City Point is on the sbuthsideof the James 
River, at the mouth of the Appomattox. 
Two miles distant, on the opposite shore, 
is Bermuda Hundred, situated on the curve 
which unites the line of the two rivers. 
The James pursues its northward course, 
and is imposing and inviting. ‘The Appo- 
mattox is the water route to Petersburg, 
and is a winding stream lined with pines 
and cypress. The currents of both are 
united at the little promontory, on the sum- 
mit of which stands the town, the most 
attractive building and grounds being on 
the extreme point, a part of which is used 
as headquarters by the general-in-chicf. 
The houses are shell-mark^, and deserted 
by the citizens, and are now chiefly used as 
hospitals. 

So far as the Commission is concerned, ths 
situation is interesting, and should be un- 
derstood before the establishment of a now 
base. As you know, this department is 
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designated the " Department of the Penin- | 
snla and Norfolk,” and is under the charge 
of Dr. McDonald. Its base of siipjOies is 
Norfolk. Its line begins at M’ilson's Land- 
ing on the James, about twentj-five miles 
below City Point, embracing Fort Pow hat- 
tan, Bermuda Hundred, and following up 
the James to Dutch Gap, where lies the 
extreme right of Mnj.-Gen. Butler's line. 
Buuning up the Appomattox from City 
Point it takes in Spring Hill, crosses the 
river at Point of Bocks, and then continues 
overland to Dutch Gap again. The line of 
earthworks covers about seven and a half 
miles, and the lino from the base to the 
extreme point northward is about one hun- 
dred and twenty miles. The Commission 
has three statii ns in this department, not 
including Norfolk and Portsmouth, viz. : 
at City Point, Bermuda Hundred and Point 
of Bocks. There are thirteen relief agents, 
who feed the wounded as they come in; 
and when they are not coming, visit the 
different regiments and garrisons to ascer- 
tain the wants of the men and supply 
th< m, read and write for_ them, and hold 
religious meetings among them. 1 think I 
mentioned in a lute letter, that no meetings 
were held by the Commission for soldiers 
in the Army of the Potomac, but I find 
that it is the custom to do so in the Penin- 
sular and Norfolk Department. The re- 
ligious work at W hite House and other 
places, has been mainly private, quiet, and 
unobserved by those who are not familiar 
with it. The propriety of holding meet- 
ings in hospitals is, to say the leiuit, very 
doubtful, ns the men require rest and quiet; 
and yet the testimony of those who have 
made more through trial of them is consid- 
ered favorable. 

At Point of Bocks there is a provisional 
and a depot Hospital, at Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth four, besides a Lodge, at which there 
were dispensetl in the month of May 1,112 
meals and 386 lodgings. At Yorktown and 
Bermuda there are hospitals also, and at 
■Williamsburg the Asylum for the Insane, 
which is supplied from this department. 
Each regiment has a hospital for the sick 
only, the wounded being carried from the 
front where their wounds are first dressed, 
to Point of Bocks. There they receive a 
second dressing, and are sent to Fortress 
Monroe. The supplies are, of course, dis- 
tributed from Norfolk by steamer, the John 
B. Thompson being in the service of the 
Commission for that purpose. 

To-day I took a tour of observation from 
this place to Point of Bocks, Bermuda Hun- 
dred and Jones’ Landing, the latter abont 
fifteen miles above here on the James. A 
number of gunboats on the way needed 
supplies, and in obedience to the recent 
order concerning the Navy, they were fur- 
nished with what thsy required. At Jones’ 
lAuding a small force was stationed to 



guard the forage and stores which are ship- 
]ied to that ]xiint, and an expedition about 
starting out through a wasted country, was 
furnished with a few comforts that they 
will need before their return. At Point of 
Bocks and Bermnda Hundred there are 
stations adjacent to hospitals from which 
the Commission dispenses its stores di- 
rectly to the men in the wards. 

I have referred to a provisional Hospital; 
the term may need some explanation. As 
the General Hospitals at IVashington and 
other points become crowded for room, 
those who are in condition for it are sent 
to Convalescent Camps, where they remain 
in process of recovery, and as these in turn 
become crowded, sucli as are. the nearest 
well are sent to ]>rovisional Hospitals, and 
kept till they are able to rejoin their regi- 
ments. The men using such establish- 
ments may be from a great number of regi- 
ments, and are under care of surgeons spe- 
cially detailed for the service. As they 
have no regular organization, they have no 
opportunity of drawing in the regular man- 
ner from Quartermaster or Commissary, 
except for army rations. Being often fee- 
ble men, or men with wounds partially 
healed, scarcely sick enough for hospitm 
or well enough for service, thev frequently 
suffer for want of the proper kind of sup- 
plies, and the Commission may be esjie- 
cially serviceable under such circumstances. 
This is one of the peculiar cases, of which 
but little is known by the public. * * 

The hospitals will be located from one 
to two miles up the Appomattox. The tents 
will be pitched verv soon; wo must find 
wharfage at City Point, as there can lie no 
landing place aliove, more than will be 
needed for hospital transports and purvey- 
or’s Imats, and every wharf must be built. 
The whole ground has been carefully sur- 
veyed. I ha<l the pleasure of accompany- 
ing the surveying party.' Open fields, 
swamps, forests, roads, ravines, tc. , were 
all traversed* and the conclusion reached 
that we must locate barges at the Point, 
and transport supplies to hospitals by wm- 
ons. Feeding stations are temporariry 
placed at the Point, to supply any immedi- 
ate or temporary want, but as the several 
corjis locate on their new ground, we shall 
follow and bo ready to serve them, and 
place the feeding stations on the routes to 
steamboats. The auxiliary relief corps 
will soon be on the hospital ground, and the 
system formerly described will be at work. 

In observing and locating, we discover 
a few trains of wounded coming in, and 
the tents are beginning to be occupied. 
The dressing party are out with their Unt 
and bandages, rendering proper aid. Many 
of the troops are colored men. They en- 
dure their wounds os they have endured 
the struggles of the field, and with an on- 
doranco and heroism that is alike honora- 
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ble to their manhood and to their patriot- 
ism. By common consent it is admitted 
that no troops are more willing, none more 
valiant or victorious, than those of sable 
skin. 

Yon will expect from me to-day some ac- 
couot of the hospital ground at this base. 
I premise my obmrvations on this subject 
by the general remark that compared with 
the White House, it is far inferior. The 
fields are large, and the com on some of 
them is about three feet high. This is a 
fine chance for the horses, and will do them 
good. It is perhaps quite as agreeable to 
them as strawberries and ice-cream would 
be to us, who, with dried apples and pota- 
toes as our only stock of fruit and vegeta- 
bles for table use, are content The soil 
of the hospital tract is light and sandy, 
much like that of New Jersey on the Dela- 
ware shore. As tlie hospitals have no floors, 
and the dust is very light there may be 
some disadvantage to the wonndeil on that 
account, as no one can pass to and fro 
among them without disturbing the dust, 
even within the wards. This will be reme- 
died in a few days, after time is allowed to 
tramp and harden the ground. 

Among the very first things to be done 
in locating a hospital is to find a burial 
spot Already it has been chosen here. Just 
upon the crown of a slope that falls gently 
toward a wooded ravine, a little cemetery 
has been provided. Before sun-set to-day 
seven soldiers were buried. As our party 
passed over the ground these men were em- 
ployed in the sod work of burial. They 
were covoriag one poor fellow under the 
sand, and two more were lying blanketed 
on the ground. As I lifted the cover from 
the face of one, the expression of compo- 
sure was must striking. The dust and 
sweat of battle were still upon his brow, 
the wound upon the shoulder was carefully 
dressed, and he had died doubtless with 
but little suffering of body or mind. 

* « » « « 

The arrangement of the hospitals into 
corps and their division into separate de- 
partments, is similar to that at the White 
House. Their organisation and that of 
the Commission maintain their previous 
relation to the hospitals, and it only re- 
mains for me to notice particularly the 
main feature of difference in the establish- 
ment of a floating hospital Yon remem- 
ber the large North Kiver steamer “ New 
World.” She was hauled up to-day to a 
landing on the Appomattox to take on her 
freight of lacerate humanity. This is a 
great institution, free from dust and op- 
pressive heat, yet rather too close in some 
parts for wounded men; yet it is an im- 
provement. It has now about one thou- 
sand beds, which may be increased in an 
emergency to twelve or fifteen hundred. I 
spent some hours on board of her to-day, 



daring the receipt of her patients, and had 
the pleasure of conducting the labors of a 
party of dressers, detailed from the auxil- 
iary corps of the Commission, in the most 
valuable service of dressing wounds and 
feeding men. They labored o-ssiduonsly 
from early in the afternoon till toward 
midnight, and the blessing conferred upon 
the sufferers was incalculable. The sur- 
geon in charge and his assistants kindly 
placed at the disposal of these workers 
whatever tliey need to complete this sup- 
plementary labor. Letters were written to 
absent families, spiritual comfort adminis- 
tered to the dying, and the evening closed 
with much enduring satisfaction. I note 
below a few instances of personal interest: 
No. 1. — A strong man, with both eyes 
blinded. A ball passed into the left tem- 
ple, and had evidently destroyed or greatly 
injured the visual nerves. The eyes were 
protruded and closed — closed forever. 
Leaning over him to comfort him, by ap- 
plioations to the inflamed and protruding 
parts, the following conversation was had: 
“ My friend, you are seriously hurt Do 
yon suffer much pain?” 

“ I suffer some, but I consider mysell 
very fortunate in not being as bod off as I 
hear some of my comrades are.” 

” That is very good of you, but really the 
loss of sight is a neat a^iction, and I feel 
for you very much. ” 

“ Yes, I know you do, but I am pretty 
lucky; I had six balls through my hat be- 
fore I stopped this one, and now I have it 
in my hea^ I suppose I must keep it for 
a keepsaka ” 

No. 2. — A boy of sixteen. He enlisted 
as a drummer-l)oy, and as the regiment to 
which he was attached were advancing, he 
pressed forward farther than was prudent, 
and received a shot in the right arm. It 
was not a serious wound, but still caused 
much pain. He was asked if he did not 
want to go home now that he had suffered 
from the enemy. ‘‘Oh, no,” said he, 
“That ain't me; I wouldn't shirk because 
1 was hit; I mean to stick to it till the end.” 
“ But would you not rather be at home 
with your mother, and let her dress your 
wound?” 

“Well, sir, I'm willing to take my luck 
srith the rest of 'em; I didn't come to fight; 
but as they did knock me, I won't com- 
plain. ” 

“ Dress my wound easy, sir; hold her up 
careful, and then let me sleep.” 

,No. 3. — An aged man, shot in his breast, 
and dying. He is the father of nine living 
children. His wife is living, and she does 
not know his condition. After his wound 
is soothed and he is fed as far as he can 
bear, he is asked what else he will have 
done. The answer is, ‘ ‘ write to my family 
if you please, sir; tell them about me, and 
teu them that 1 wil^soon see them at home. ” 
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He was informed that he would never see 
his earthly home again. " Well, if that is 
so,” said he, “ I must be content. 1 have 
tried to do right, and in serving my country, 
I hope I have done right, though I have 
often thought that if we were all what we 
should be, there would be no fighting with 
carnal weapons. Religion is lore, the nV/Ai 
kind of love; the betl kind, sir, and I hope 
I love oven my enemies, though I find it 
ver^ hard to do so,” &c., &c. 

iJo. 4. — A slightly wounded man, young 
and vigorous. “What do yon need, my 
friend?” “ Only one thing, sir, beside my 
supper, which hasn't come round to me 
yet, and that is, that you will write to my 
wife, who will see that our regiment has 
been in the fight, and will, of course, think 
the rcbs have hit me. Tell her, with my 
love, that they did, but they didn’t do it to 
hurt; that I'm her husband yet, and the 
country is our country yet, and our flag is 
our yet, and 1 mean to stick to her, 
and the country, and the flag, till the very 
last” 

So I might go on enumerating case after 
ease of int^est, but will mention but one 
more. 

A lad of seventeen years, full size, and of 
older appearance; a bad wound in thigh. 

“ How came yon into the service, my 
friend, so young as you are?” 

“I wanted to come, sir; I thought I 
eould do as well as some 1 knew that are 
older.” 

“ Where are yon from?” 

“I was born, sir, in Pennsylvania, and 
when I am at home, I am a Pennsylvanian, 
but when I enlisted, I enlisted for my 
country; and now that I am here, mv home 
is here; I belong to Uncle Sam, sir.’’ 

I furnish below a list of articles sent up 
with our dressers to the wounded in the 
boat. It is the first contribution towards 
the outfit for the vessel.* 

June 22d. — A detail of dressers went 
again to the floating hosj)ital, having been 
assigned by the srirgeonm charge to diiler- 
ent parts of the boat, so that there should 
be no confusion, the kindly oflices of dele- 
rates of the Christian Commission were 
harmoniously incorporated with those of 



* Bcqulaitlon for 1,300 pstienta on “FloaUng Hospital 
Now World.” 



3 bbla. bandasea. 

3 •* old raga. 

31 bod pana. 

4 boxea lemons. 

3 bbla. craekera. 

Spongea and bed aacka 

quantity. 

3 boxea sherry vino. 

3 ” candles. 

13 bottles brandy. 

30 pra. crutches. 

330 pillow casea. 

1 roll rubber cloth. 
OOOapUnta. 

0 dippers. 

30 table apoona. 

13 urinals. 



1 box tea and coffee. 

006 cotton ahlrta. 

300 ■' drawers. 

344 ” aocka. 

144 lbs. brina. 

100 tin cups. 

34 wooden buckets. 

40 lanterns. 

13 bottles whiskey. 

400 tens. 

300 sheets. 

80 cushions. 

Quantity mosquito nattlng. 
0 tin pana. 

0 tin palls, 

130 Iba. com starch. 



our own organizstion, and all together suc- 
ceeded in supplementing the over-taxed 
service of the medical officers, so that all 
were attended to before they were re-ship- 
ped on the transports for Washington. 

One word about the “New World.” 
She is three stories high, the state rooms 
being used, as of old, and the grand saloon 
and machinery deck being now fitted out 
with rows of iron bedsteads, with white 
sheets and pillows, and fine white double 
blankets. An elevator is placed near the 
centre, between the gangways, for eleVating 
the wounded from the first to either of the 
upper stories; the hatchway is large enough 
to take two stretchers or cots at a time. A 
detail of men work the ropes, while others 
are in readiness to carry them away to their 
respective wards. 

It was a plea<^^ure to witness the compar- 
atively complete arrangements thus fur- 
nished by the Medical Department, which, 
with every other branch of the service has 
been improving constantly, with the ever- 
developing experiences of the trying years 
through which we have been passing. 

CiTT PmsT, Vx., Jmne 33S, 1804. 

« « * * * 

When men are disabled by wounds, the 
first thing is to get them oflT the field. 
Their comrades cannot stop to do this, their 
business being to till the vacant spaces in 
the ranks and press on with the conflict. 
Here then is the necessity for a separate 
orranization. The army regulation pro- 
vides for it, by directing six stretcher lit- 
ers to go with each regiment, of not less 
than five hundred men and then ambulan- 
ces, with two men attached to each. It is 
the duty of the stretcher-bearers to pick up 
the fallen and carry them to the ambulan- 
ces, which are as near as possible to the 
scene, and return rapidly for others. They 
are then carried directly to the hospitals, 
which may be a mile or more from the bat- 
tle line, and placed in tlie wards, there be- 
ing another train of ambulances to carry 
those who have been attended to in hospi- 
tals to the base, which is several miles dis- 
tant. Here they are classified; those who 
are but slightly wounded are retained to be 
sent bock to service again; when others who 
are able ore distributed by transports to 
Northern hospitals. Following them from 
the very beginning, are surgeons and assist- 
ant surgeons, the whole organization, its 
disciphne, &o., being under the charge of 
the Medical Director. 

There is a Chief of Corps Ambulonoe 
Train with the rank of Captain; another 
who is chief of Brigade Ambulance Train, 
and a third who has charge of the Regimen- 
tal Train with the rank of first and second 
Lieutenant, respectively. A fact in this 
connection has been demonstrated in this 
campaign which is so noteworthy that 1 
will insert it. It is this: that the stretcher- 
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bearers have been nnnsnall^ Tenturesomo 
and brave, go much so, that in their eager- 
ness to bring the wounded off without de- 
lay, several have lost their lives under the 
fire of the enemy. 

Another fact equally praiseworthy is, 
that surgeons have sometimes entrenched 
themselves temporarily and in advance of 
their allotted places, so as to be foremost 
in rendering relief, and that none of the 
wonnded have been sent to the base who 
have not been properly examined and at- 
tended to. An important feature of the 
field-hospital is its operating tent, and its 
medicine wagons. The tent nas a table and 
a few needful appliances nnder the care of 
a man whose duty it is to keep it and the 
surgical instruments in good order and 
ready for service at any time. A medicine 
wagon is a curiosity, containing all the va- 
' riety of medicines and utensils that are 
suitable for any ordinary drug shop. The 
bottles are compactly arranged in slides, so 
that they may be seen and bandied, and 
yet be secure from breakage while on a 
march. 

There are three chief operating surgeons 
selected to do the snrgeiy of the corps, each 
one having an assistant, and all of them 
being chosen for their professional ability 
without reference to rank. 

A steward is selected to collect patholo- 
mcal specimens, to prepare and preserve 
them. Another to make the record of 
wounds, deaths, Ac., and report daily to 
the Medical Director. 

A lieutenant of the line is chosen as 
commissary of hospital, whose duty it is to 
keep on hand one thousand rations and a 
small herd of beef cattle, of which there is 
no scarcity. Indeed, the men are asking 
for salt pork, and it would be a luxury for 
them in the way of change. The cattle are 
in good condition, and are killed as they 
are needed, so that the beef is fresh and 
good. The Commission is now furnishing 
to the men in trenches and field, quantities 
of “saur kraut,” as a convenient and ac- 
ceptable form of vegetable diet. A few po- 
tatoes are occasioniUly allowed in the ration, 
but too seldom to be of mnch service. 
Plenty of coffee and sngar are issued. Ice 
is common. It is abundant in hospitals 
and may be had by well troops. ,The ice- 
houses of the farmers, many of which are 
large and well fitted, furnish the supply. 

I think I stated in a former letter that 
each Army Corps bad two wagons belong- 
ing to the Commission. If so, I was in 
error. There is one wagon and one Relief 
Agent with each corps permanently. The 
agent occupies a tent alongside of the wa- 
gon , from which stores ore issued to the 
different divisions, on the requisitions of 
surgeons or chaplains, or any responsible 
and tmstworthy representative of the men. 
The delegates of the Christian Commission 



have the liberty of drawing from our stores, 
and of acting as distributors at their pleas- 
ure; and they use the privilege no more 
freely than it is granted. Each wagon may 
be replenished every other day by the sup- 
ply train, which leaves the base to a de- 
signated spot in the vicinity of the hospit- 
als every twenty-four hours, for the pur- 
pose of filling the demand. The base draws 
upon Washington ; Washington receives 
from the people; and the people, tme to 
the instincts of humanity, true to the in- 
terests of the country, have never yet with- 
held. They never will. 

One feature may be noticed in what I 
have written concerning the front, that is 
not sufiicieutly regarded, viz., the purpose 
to keep the well men from getting sick, os 
they lie in the trenches and nnder shelter 
tents within reach of the enemy’s guns. 
Many persons think that the supplies of 
the Commission ore exclusively for the sick 
and wounded; and while it is true that the 
hospital delicacies, &c., are reserved for 
hospital cases, it is equally trhe that saur 
kraut, pickles, Ac., are not adapted to hos- 
pital use. They are purchas<^ for those 
who are not on sick call, bnt who might be, 
but for the vegetable diet which they so 
mnch need. There are now in store at this 
point one hundred and twenty-eight bar- 
rels of pickles, one hundred and twenty- 
three barrels of saur kraut, and forty kegs 
of curry and cabbage, subject to orders from 
the front exclutirely. Perhaps the greatest 
necessity of the ex})osed men is woolen un- 
der clothing, of which largo quantities are 
issued. The Oovemment furnishes cotton 
clothing, but it is not so valuable os a 
health-preserver in this climate as woolen. 
There will be a large demand for fiannel 
shirts and drawers, in addition to those 
needed for hospitals. 

The spires and buildings of Petersbnrg 
are in view. The fortifications of the ene- 
my are formidable in extent and construo- 
tion. Having been routed from their outer 
lines, the opportunity for observing the 
works is undisturbed. That our forces 
captured them by a charge, is an evidence 
of valor for which the Union troops have 
already earned an unexampled reputation. 
A few faint and weary ones are found strag- 
gling bock to the hospitals, or seeking rest 
and sleep in the'tall pine forests which line 
the roadways. Ambulances are coming in 
and discharging their wonnded, and other 
ambulances ore going to the base with their 
loads of patient sufferers. Great trains of 
forage and ammunition are coming and 
empty ones goin^, till the roads are crowd- 
ed and jammed with the cumbersome trains; 
the air is filled with dust, and the harsh 
roar of the guns rumbles among the pines 
with fearful power. Horsemen and footmen 
move along amid the clouds of sand and 
are almost nnperceived. While Generals 
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and Colonels and troops are lighting, snr- 
grons and stewards and Commissions are 
binding up the wounds and restoring the 
faint. Fields are desolated, houses are 
burned and burning, the population scat- 
tered, and thousands of widows and or- 
phans are being mode, for the breath of 
war breathes waste and deslruction. • • • 

At this lia^e the labors of HsniUlr; agents 
are more arduous than at the White House. 
The hospitals are about two miles from the 
supplies on the Ixiats. All the stores have 
to be transported by wagon for this dis- 
tance, and when they reach their destina- 
tion they are carried to the wards through 
clouds of dust and the most enervating 
heat, to the men directly. It is a matter 
of surprise that lieiiig unaccustomed to 
this kind of exposure, the gentlemen of 
the Commission endure as they do. The 
heat is most exhausting, the water poor, 
and the dust almost intolerable. One 
thought, however, sustaius the heart and 
strengthens the will, and that is that the 
soldiers suffer far more, and endure suffer- 
ing with a patience that forbids complaint 
on the part of thosh who minister to them. 

I will close by noticing a little visitor 
who presented himself on board the barge 

this P. M. Constantine J , a Ijoy 

who says ho is “eleven going on twelve;” 
his home is Indianapolis, Iiid., his mother 
not living. Constantine is a very small 
boy, light hair, blue eyes, freckled fo<;e, 
boro footed and almost without clothing; 
he has been with the Second Pennsylvania 
Heavy Artilloiy, and was brought here by 
its chaplain. The little fellow was cnticeil 
away from his home a year ago by soldiers, 
and has been following the army ever since, 
finally finding protection with the artillery. 
He is not home-sick; says he sometimes 
feels like going home, but likes the army 
very much. He describes the battle of 
Mine Hill with peculiar intere.st; says that 
several shell burst not far from him and 
scared him a little, but he " wonld’nt run.” 
He says a Dutch captain tried to get him 
to run, but ho would’nt do it, preferring to 
shield himself behind a stump and see it 
through. He is getting washed, and some 
clothing is being shortened to fit him, that 
he may be forwarded by to-morrow's mes- 
sen^r to the Washington office, and thence 
to his home. 

I cannot well forbear writing an incident 
which touched me very much a few days 
since. It is well known that the Commis- 
sion does not issue army clothing to men 
in the field, and yet if a soldier is pantless, 
he is very apt to come to the Commission 
to be supplied. One such came a few days 
since, and applied at the counter for a pair 
of pantaloons. There were none lor him, 
and as ho was taming away disconsolate, 
one of the auxiliary corps stepped up and 
said, “I have on a good pair of drawers 



Iiesides these pants, yon shall hsve the 
pants,” and off they came, and wi>re in a 
few moments on the soldier. By the aid 
of a few buttons the drawers were convert- 
ed into respectable trousers, and the giver 
was more delighted apparently than the re- 
ceiver. 

A few days since I saw a poor little dmm- 
mer boy come to the counter for a pair of 
shoes. He asked modestly, and on being 
told that the last pair had been sent away, 
ho replied, " Well, I con get along a Uttle 
while longer with these, but they are hardly 
worth putting on,” and was abont to go 
away, and I noticed the eyes of an agent 
to fill with the swelling tide from his heart 
as he called the boy bock, and said, “Here, 
my good fellow, you shan't go without new 
shoes, take mine.” He was not permitted, 
however, to part with them, but another 
stepped forward and furnished the means 
of purchasing a pair, (not soldiers' shoes,) 
from a party who had them for sale, so that 
the drummer boy went away satisfied. 



NOTES ON NLTRSING. 

OBSERVATION OF THE SICK. 

Almost all superstitioiu are owing to bad ob- 
servation, to the pnst hne. frfro propirr hoc ; and 
bad olwervcrs arc almost all supfrslitlons. Far- 
mers used to attribute disease among cattle to 
witchcraft; weddings have been attributed to 
seeing one magpie. d"aihs to seeing three ; and 
I have heard the roost highly educated now-a- 
days draw consequences for the sick closely re- 
sembling these. 

Another remark: although there is unquestion- 
ably a physiognomy of disease as well as of 
health ; of ail ports of the body, the face is per- 
haps the one which tells the least to the common 
oliscrver or the casual visitor. Because, of all 
parts of the body, it is the one most exposed to 
other influences, besides health. And people never, 
or scarcely ever, observe enough to know bow to 
distinguish between the effect of expo-iire. of ro- 
bust health, of a tender skin, of a tendency to 
congestion, of suffusion, flushing, or many other 
things. Again, the face is often the last to show 
cmiciation. I should say that the band was a 
much surer b-*st Itiau the face, both as to flesh, 
color, circulation. ‘4c. It is true Ih it there are 
some diseases which are only betrayed at all by 
something in the face. e. y.. the eye or the tongue, 
as great irritability of brain by the app-nrance of 
the pupil of the eye. But we are talking of cas- 
ual. not minute, observation. And few minute ob- 
servers will hesitate to say that far more untruth 
than truth is conveyed by the oft repeated words, 
he looks well, or 111, or better or wors*-. 

Wonderful is the way in which people will go 
upon the slightest observation, nr ofleo upon no 
observation at all, or upon some saw which the 
world's c,xperience. if It had any, would have pro- 
nounced utterly false long ago. 

I have known patients dying of sheer pain, ex- 
haustion, and want of sleep, from one of the most 
lingering and painful diseases known, preserve, 
till within a few days of death, not only the 
healthy color of the cheek, but the mottled ap- 
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penrance of a robust child. And scores of timen 
have 1 heard tbeae UQforlunate crfralurc$> a^^anilvd 
with, I am glad to A«e you looking »o well.*’ 
"1 eee do reason why you should not live till 
ninety years of ago.” “ Why don’t you take a 
little inure exercise and aiiiuH: m>Mit,” with all 
the other commonplaces with which we are so 
familiar. 

There is. unquestionably, a physiognomy of 
disea.<^. Let the nurst^ learn it. 

The experienct“d nurse cun always tell that a 
person has taken a narcotic the night Wfore by 
the patchiness of the color al>oul the face, when 
the rc*actioii of deprt'Msioo has sc4 in ; that very 
color which the inexperienced will point to as a 
proof of health. 

There is, again, a faintness, which does not be> 
tray itself by the color at all, or in which the 
patient bt'comes brown instead of white. There is 
a faintnes< of another kind, which, it is true, can 
always be seen by the paleuet^. 

But the nurse seldom distinguishes. She will 
Ulk to the patient who is too faint to move, 
without the least scruple, unless he is pule, and 
nnless, luckily for him, the muscles of the throat 
are afl'fcted and he loses his voice. 

Yet these two faintnessps are perfectly distin- 
guishable, by the mere countenance of the pa- 
tienL 

Again, the nurse must distinguish between the 
idiosyucrscics of patients. One liki^ to suffer out 
all his suffeiing alone, to be as little looked after 
as possible. Another like.s to be perpetually made 
much of and pitied, aud to have some one always 
by him. Both these peculiarities might l>e ob- 
served and indulged much more than they are. 
For quite as often dues it happen that a busy at- 
tendance is forced upon the llr<t patient, who 
wishes for notliing but to lie let alone/’ as 
that the Second is left to think nimself neglected. 

Again. I think that few things press so heavily 
on one suffering from long and incurable illness, 
as the necessity of recording in words from time 
to time, for the iuformntion of the nurse, who will 
not otherwise see. that be cannot do this or that, 
which he could do a mouth or a year ago. What 
is a nurse there tor if she cannot observe these 
things for herself? Yet 1 have known^and 
known too among tboac — and chi* dy among those 
—whom money aud position put in possi^ion of 
every thing which money and position could 
give — I have known, 1 say. more accidents, (fatal, 
slowly or rapidly.) arising from this want of ob- 
servation among nurses than from almn.st any- 
thing else. Because a patient could get out of a 
warm bath alone a month ago — bt.'causc a patient 
could walk as far as bis bell a week ago, the nur^e 
concludes that be can do so now. ^be has never 
observed the change ; and the patient is lost from 
being left in a help'ess state of exhaustion, till 
some one accidentally comes in. Aud this not 
from any unexpected apoplectic, paralytic, or 
fainting fit, (though even these could be expected 
far more, at least, than they are now. if we did 
but observe.) No, from the une.vpectcd, or to be 
expected, inevitable, visible, calculable, uniuler- 
rupted increase of weakness, which none need fail 
to observe. 

Again, a patient not usually confined to bed, is 
compLdled by an attack of diarrhea, vomiting, or 
other accident, to keep his bed for a few days; be 
gets up for the first time, and the nurse lets him 
go into another room, without coming in, a few 



minutes afterwards, to look after him. It never 
occurs to b>r that he U quite certain to be faint, 
or cold, or to want som -thing. She says, as her 
excuse, Oh. he does not like to befldgetti'd after. 
Yes, he said so some weeks ago ; but be never 
said he did not like to l>e ** fidgetted alter.” when 
be is in the state he is in now; and if ho did. you 
ought to make some oxcuse to go in to him. More 
patients have lieen lo?«t In this way than is at 
all g^^nerally known, viz., from relapses brought 
on by being left for an hour or two faint, or cold, 
or hungry, after getting up for the first time. 

Yet it appears that scarcely any improvement 
in the faculty of observing is being made. Vast 
has l>een the inen-ase of knowledge in pathology 
— that science which teaches ns the final change 
produced bv disease on the human frame— scarce 
any in the art of observing the signs of the change 
while in progress. Or, rather, is it not to be 
feared that olmervntion. as an essential part of 
medicine, has l>een declining? 

Which of us has not heard fifty times, from one 
or another, a nurse, or a friend of the sick, aye, 
aud a m*'dical friend, too. the following n-mark : 
“ So A. is worse, or B. is dea<l. I saw him the 
day before ; I ibougbt him so much beitrr: there 
certainly was no appearance from which one 
could have expe cted so sudden (?) a change.” I 
have never heard any one say, thongh one would 
think it the mop* natural thing, **Tbire must 
have been some appearance, which I should have 
seen it I bad but looked; lot me try and remember 
what there was, that 1 may observe another 
time ” No. this is not what people say. They 
boldly assert that there was nothing to observe, 
not that their observation was at fault. 

Let |>eople who have to observe sickness and 
death look hack and try to register in their ob- 
servation the appearances which have preceded 
relapse, attack, or death, and not assert that 
there were none, or that there were not the right 
ones. 

It falls to few ever to have bad the opportunity 
of observing the different aspects which the hu- 
man face puts on at the sudden approach of cer- 
tain form-i of death by violence; and as it is a 
knowledge of little use, I only mention it here as 
being the most startling example of what 1 mean. 
In the nervous temperament the face becomes 
pale, (this is the only recognized effect;) in the 
sanguine temperament purple; in the billloua 
yellow, or every manner of color in patches. 
Now. It is generally supposed that palen^'ss is the 
one indication of almost any violent change In the 
human being, whether from terror, disease, or 
anything else. There can be no more false ob- 
servation. Granted, it is the one recognizitd liverj, 
as I have said — tie rigueurla novels, but nowhere 
else. 

A want of the habit of observing conditions 
and an inveterate habit of taking averages arc 
each of them often equally misleading. 

Hen whose profesniou like that of m'ulical men 
leads them to observe only, or chiefly, palpable 
and permanent organic changes are often just as 
wrong in their opinion of the result as tliose who 
do not observe at all. For instance, there is a 
broken leg; the surgeon has only to look at it 
once to know; U will not be different if he sees it 
la the morning to what it would have bteohad be 
seen it in the evening. And In whatever condi- 
tions the patient is, or is likely to be, there will 
still be the broken leg, until it is set. The same 
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with many or^ranie diaeaaea. An experienced 
pbyaician baa but to feel tbe pulae once, and he 
knowa that there is aneurism which will kill some 
time or other. 

But with tbe great minority of cases, there la 
nothing of tbe kind; and tbe power of forming 
any correct opinion as to tbe result must entirely 
depend upon an inauiry into all tbe conditions in 
which the patient llTesi. In a complicatt*d state 
of society in large towns, death, as every one of 

f reat experience knows, is far less often produced 
y any one organic disease than by some illness, 
after many other diseases, producing just Ibesum 
of exhanstion necessary for death. There is noth- 
ing BO absurd, nothiag so misleading as the ver- 
dict one so often hears: So-and-so has no organic 
disease — there is no reason why he should not 
live to extreme old age; sometimes the clause is 
added, sometimes not: Provided be has quiet, 
good food, good air, Ac., Ac , Ac.; the verdict is 
repeated by ignorant people without the latter 
clause: or there is no posaihUity of tbe conditions 
of the latter clause being obtained; and this, tbe 
only essential part of the whole, is made of no 
effect. 1 have heard a physician, deservedly em- 
inent, assure tbe friends of a patient of his recov- 
ery. Why? Because be had now prescribed a 
aourse. every detail of which the patient bad fol- 
lowed for years And because be bad forbidden 
a course which the patient could not by any poe* 
■ibility alter. 

I have known two cases, the one >^f a man who 
Intentionally and repeatedly displaced a disloca- 
tion. and was kept and petted by all the surgeons; 
tbe other of one who was pronounced to have 
nothing the matter with him, there being no or- 
ganic change perceptible, but who died within 
the week. In both these eases, it was the nurse 
who, by accurately pointing out what she bad 
accurately observed, to tbe doctors, saved tbe one 
COM from persevering In a fraud, the other from 
being discharged when actually In a dying state. 

I will even go further and say, that in diaeases 
which have their origin lu tbe feeble or irregular 
action of some function, and not in organic 
change, it is quite an accident If tbe doctor who 
sees tbe cose only once a day. and generally at 
the same time, can form any but a negative idea 
of its real condition. In the middle of the day, 
when such a patient has been refreshed by light 
and air. by his tea, his beef-tea, and his brandy, 
by hot bottles to bis feet, by l^ing washed and 
by clean linen, you can scarcely believe that he 
is tbe same person as lay with a lapid fluttering 
ulse, with puffed eyelids, with short breath, cold 
mbs, and unsteady bands this morning. Now 
what is a nurse to do lu such a case? Not cry, 
“Lord, bless you, sir. why youM have thought 
he were a dying all night.” This may be true, 
but It is not the way to Impress with the truth a 
doctor, more capable of forming a judgment from 
the facts, if he did but know them, than you are. 
What he wants Is not your opinion, however re- 
spectfully given, but your facts. In all diseases 
it is important, but in diseases which do not run 
a distinct and fixed course, it is not only impor- 
tant, it is essential (bat tbe facts tbe nurse alone 
can observe, should be accurately observed, and 
accurately reported to the doctor. 

I most direct the nurse’s attention to tbe ex- 
treme variation there is not unfrequeotly In the 
pulse of such patients during the day. A very 
common case U this: Between 3 and 4 A. H., tbs 



pulse becomes quick, perhaps 130, and so thready 
k is not like a pulse at all, but like a string vi- 
brating just underneath the skin. After this the 
patient gets no more sleep. About mid day the 
pulse has come down to 80; and though feeble 
and compressible. Is a very respectable pulse. 
At night, if the patient has bad a day of excite- 
ment, it it almost imperceptible. But, if tbe pa- 
tient has bad a good day, it Is stronger and 
steadier, and not quicker than at mid day. This 
is a common history of a common pulse; and oth- 
ers, equally varying during the day. might be 
given. Now. In inflammation, which may almost 
always be detected by the pulse, in typhoid fever, 
which is accompanied by the low pulse that noth- 
ing will raise, there Is no such great variation. 
And doctors and nurses become accustomed not 
to look for it. Tbe doctor indeed cannot But 
tbe variation Is in itself an important feature. 

Cases like the above often ** go off rather sud- 
denly,” as it is called, from some trifling ail- 
ment of a few days, which just makes up the sum 
of exhaustion neo^ssary to produce death. And 
everybody cries, Who would have thought it? ex- 
cept tbe observing nurse, if there is one, who had 
always expected tbe exhaustion to come, fr^m 
which there would be no rally, because she kuew 
tbe patient had no capital in strength on which to 
draw, If he failed for a few days to make bli 
barely daily income in sleep and nutrition. 

I have often seen really good nurses distressed, 
because they could not impress the doctor with 
the real danger of their patient; and quite pro- 
voked because the patient ** would look ” either 
*‘so much better” or "so much worse” than he 
really is ** when the doctor was there.” Tbe 
distress Is very legitimate, but it generally arises 
from (he nurse not having the power of laying 
clearly and shortly before the doctor the facta 
from which she derives her opinion, or from the 
doctor being hasty and ine.xperlenced. and not 
capable of eliciting them. A man who really 
cares for bis patients, will soon learn to a«k for 
and appreciate the information of a norse, who is 
at once a careful observer and a clear reporter. 

, Undoubtedly a person of no scientific knowl- 
edge whatever, but of observation and experience 
in these kinds of conditions, will be able to arrive 
at a mnch truer guess o.s to the probable duration 
of life of members of a family or inmates of a 
bouse, than the most scientific physician to whom 
the same persons are brought to nave their pulse 
felt; no inquiry being made into their coudi- 
tions. 

In Life Insurance and such like societies, were 
they instead of having tbe person examined by 
the medical man. to have the bouses, conditions, 
ways of life, of the»e persons examined, at how 
much truer results would they arrivel W. Smith 
appears a fine hale man, but it might be known 
that the next cholera epidemic be runs a bad 
chance. Mr. and Mrs. J. are a strong healthy 
couple, but it might be known that they live in 
such a bouse, in such a part of London, so near 
the river, that they will kill four-fifths of their 
children; which of the cblldreo will be the ones 
to survive might also be known. 

Avera^ again seduce us away from minute 
obeervatlon. "Average mortalities” merely 
tell that BO many per cent, die in this town and 
so many in that, per anuum. But whether A or 
B will be among these, tbe " average rate of 
course does not tell. We know, say, that fVom 
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22 to 24 per 1,000 will die io Loadoo next year. 
But mitiutc loquirlee loto conditions enable us to 
know that io such a district. nay« In such a street 
— or even on one vide of that street, In such a par> 
ticular house, or ereu on one floor of that partic- 
ular bouse, will be the excess of mortality, that 
is, the person will die who ought not to have 
died before old age. 

Now, would it not very materially alter the 
opinion of whoever were endeavoring to form one, 
if he knew that Irom that floor, of that bouse, of 
that street the man came. 

Much more precise might be our observations 
even than this, and much more correct our con- 
clusions. 

It is well known that the same names may be 
seen constantly recurring on workhouse hooks 
lor generations. That is. the persons were boro 
and brought up, and will be Dorn and brought 
up, generation after generation, in the conditions 
which make paupers. Death aud disease are like 
the workhouse, they take from the same family, 
the same bou§e. or in other words, the same con- 
ditions. Why will we not observe what they are? 

The close observer may safely predict that such 
a family, whether Us members marry or not. will 
become extinct; that such another will degener- 
ate morally aud physically. But who learus the 
lesson? On the coutrary, it may be well known 
that the children die in such a house at the rate 
of 8 out of 10; one would think that nothing more 
need bt^ said; for how could Providence speak 
more distinctly? yet nobody listens, the family 
goes on living there till it dies out, and then some 
other family takes it. Neither would they listen 
♦* if one rose from the dead.” 

In dwelling upon the vital importance of iound 
observation, Tt must never be lost sight of what 
observation is for. It is not for the sake of piling 
up miscellaneous iaformation or curious facts, 
but fur the sake of saving life and increasing 
health and comfort. The caution may seem use- 
less, but it is quite surprising how many men 
(some women do it too,) practically behave as if 
the scientific end were the only one in view, or as 
If the sick body were but a reservoir for stowing 
medicines intc\ and the surgical disease only a 
curious case the sufferer has made for the attend- 
ant’s spi'Cial information. This is really no ex- 
aggeration. You think, if you suspected your 
patient was being poisoned, say, by a copper ket- 
tle. you would iiistantly. as you ought, cut off all 
possible cooDcction between him and the sus- 
pected source oflrgury without regard to the fact 
that a curious mine of observation is thereby 
lost. But it is not everybody who does so, snd it 
bas actually been made a question of medical 
ethics, what should the medical man do if be sus- 
pected poisoning? The answer seems a very 
simple one — insist on a confidential nurse being 
placed with the patient, or give isp the case. 

Aud remember every nur«e sbou^ be one who 
is to be depended upon, io other wbrds, capable 
of being a ‘'confidential” nurse. She does not 
know how soon she may find herself placed in such 
a situation; abe must ba no gossip, no vain talker; 
abe should never answer questions about her sick 
except to those who have a right to ask them; she 
must, I need uot say, be strictly sober and honest; 
but more tbsa this, she must be a religious and 
devoted woman; she must have a respect for her 
oWo calling, because God’s precious gift of life is 
often Uterally placed in her handr, she most be 



a sound, and close, and quick obeerver; and she 
mu«t be a woman of delicate and decent feeling. 

To return to the question of what observation 
is for:^It would really seem as if some bad con* 
siden d it as its own end, as if detectiou, not cure, 
was their busiuess; nay more, in a recent celebra- 
ted trial, three medical men. according to tbclr 
own account, snspected poieon, prescribed for 
^sentery, and left the patient to the poisoner. 
Tills la an extreme case. But in a small way, the 
same manuer of acting falls under the cognisance 
of us all. How often the attendanta of a ease 
have stated that they knew perfectly well that 
the patient could not get well in such an air, in 
such a room, or under such circumstances, yet 
have gone on doting him with medicine, nod 
making no effort to remove the poifon Irom him, 
or him from the poison which they kuew was kill- 
ing him; nay. more, have sometimes not so much 
as mentioned their conviction in the right quarter 
— that is, to the only person who could act in the 
matter.— A/iff MghtingaU. 
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IsL To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., without cost to the clairrani. 

2d. 7b protect soldiers or sailors ar dthe^ 
fsmiHes from imposture and fraud. 

8d. To prevent false claims from being 
made against the Oovemment. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and isfor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
lies needing it. 
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THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 

Waa conJitituted by the R^Kretary of War in 
^nne, m61, in accordance with the recommen* 
dation of the Snrgeon-Genoral of tlie U. R. 
Army, and ita appointment and plan of or^ni- 
Eation were approved by the l*reaideut of the 
United Statea. Ita present organization is as 
follows: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Boche, Ll^D., Washington, D. 0. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Elsq., New York. 

Elisha Uorria, M.D., New York. 

W. U. Van Bnren, M.D., New York. 

A. £. Shiras, U. S. A. 

B. C. Wood, Assistant Snrg.-Gen'l U. S. A. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

8 . G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. lb Agnew, M D., Now York. 

J. 8. Newbenr, ^LD., Clevoliind Ohio. 

Rt Rev. T. IkL Clarke, Providence, U. I. 
Hon. R W. Burnett, Cincinnati. Ohio. 

Hon. lilark Skinner, Chicago, 111. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Wa-shington, D. C. 

Horace Binnoy, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 

Rev. J. H. Ueywood Louisville, Ry. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Prof. Fairmon Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. SUU4. “ 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, IlL ^ 

omcsBa: 

H- W. Bellows, D.D., Prcehlenl. 

A. D. Btche, LL.D., Vico-Ihesidont. 

Ocorue T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. F'wUt Jenkins, M.J)., Ovneral Secretary. 

J. H. Newberry, M.D., Ai»so<iate Secri'tary, 

J. H. Douglas, M.D., A-<-*'>eiatc S*Krelary. 

F. N. Knapp, Associate S^^oretary. 

STAivniNo cosrwiTTnE, 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 

George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 

Wolcott Oibbsj M.D. 

C. R Agnew, M.D. 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The fianltary Commt^Mon hiwi ma<l« arrangements 
for supplying Infonuation gratuilmmlv, wlih regard to 
psUenU Ui ail the United States (hmersi Hospitals. 

For Information relative to patients in the Hospitals In 
Rew York, New Jersey, tho New EngUnd SUt45s, Evu 
em Virginia, Maryland, nistrlrt of Columbia, North 
Csmllni, South Carolina. Florida and t/mUiaoa, address 
uf .Souitary CommissloQ, WashhigUm, D. C.'* 

For the UospiUla In PennsTlTanta. R'ldrets '‘Ofllre of 
Sanitary CommiasioD, No. 1.307 Chestnut Street, Fhlla* 
delphla.” 

For the Hnapltals In Western Virginia. Ohio, Indiana, 
niinuia, Uisa^'urU Iowa. Kentucky, Tennessee, Missla* 
alppl, and Arkansas. a^ldn-M **OlQce Sanitary Com* 
mlaalon. I/>ulavlUe, Ky.“ 

In all cases the name. rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inqulrtsl for shotiUI be given, and whore ho 
WSJ when Last heard from. If the applicwtinn Is by letter, 
the auBWor will be sent by return of mail : if In person. 
It will l>e answered at on<-e ; or If by Idegniph. an 
answer will be rctnnied immetUately at the inquirer's 
expense. 

Holdiera* Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
Others, (im scarcely servo the cause of humanity more 
affectnaUy than by frequently and widely disseminating 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have biends 
In the army. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitarr Commisalon, under special author^ 
ily of the President of the Pnit^il Rtatoa, maintaini 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
safe conveyance to. and distribntion of, gooils put 
iii its charge for Uie sick and wounded at points 
where they are most wanWth It operalea with 
equal care and genenmity at all points— at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charlesi^m and at 
Chattanooga- its distrihntions l>eing jrovonied by a 
Cf>mpari(«rin of the wants of the patients in all casoA. 
The following is a list of deitut^ to which aiixiliorr 
aooietiew, and all diHp<awHi to aid the sick and 
wounded, witlmiit r<;f<’rence toHtatos or localities, 
but simply u> their rehitive necessity for oaaiai- 
ance, arc invited to send their ofTerings: 

Bonitarv Coromission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Ihiston, Mass. 

Sanitaiw t><muussiun, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Omimission, Branch Depot, No. 1,907 
Cliestnnt Street, iMiiladelphia. 

Sanitary Oomnii»*i<m, Branch Depot, No. 46 
Sontli Sharp Street., BaUimore, H«L 

8auitar.’i%>mmi>*sion^ Drancli Depot, comor Vine 
and Sixth Streets, ('iuemnati, O. 

Sanitary Commlemou, Branch Depot, No. 96 
Dank Stmrfc. Cleveland, O. 

Banitan- CommiHeioii. Branch Depot, No. 6G Mad- 
ison Stwet, Oiicago, III. 

Hanitarj* Commineion, Branch Dcjwt, No. 9 Ad- 
am's Block, Buffalo, New York. 

Sauitary Commini^ioa, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, INmu. 

Sanitary CominisMion, Brooch Depot, No. 32 Lor- 
neil Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Comiuistdoo, Branch Depot, Columboo, 
Ohio. 

Sanilat 7 *rommi 8 «<ioD, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
l^uisvillu, Ky. 

Tlie Commission receives no pe<^iary aid what- 
ever from tho Oovemment, and is wholly depend- 
ent on tho voUintoiT cmitrtbutions of the public for 
the means of Kuslauiiiig its opru ations. (k>i.triba- 
lions U» the TnuKiiry are luJicited, and may be 
trauMiii!t<Hl to Get->rgo T. Strong, £su., Treasurer. 
G8 Wail Street, N. Y. 



RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

Oenoral Bniwrintendent, R«v, F. N. Knapp, Washings 
ton. D. C. i'hiof Aanlstaut, J. B. Abbott. 

HoMier*' Hume, near BaUimore Ratlroad Depot, Wash* 

Ingt'ni, V. C. 

Si»hll<'r'a Lodge, 76 Rinpvtnn Htrcet, Doaton. 

Lodge No. 4. 11 Street. iH-iween 13Ui and 14th Rtrreto. 
l/or|ge No. fi, Maryland Avenue, near Uailruad Station* 
Nurmw* Home, Wjmhmglon, P. C. 
ftildiriw' Ilntne, Tlilrd fttreet. eaiit of Broadway, Cla- 
eliinati, Ohio— Tol. O. W. P. Andrewa, Hup't. 

Soldlera' Homo, Cairo, tU.— C. N. Shipman, Sup't and 
Relief Agent. 

Soltlicni' Horne. Tx>nieTll1o, Kr. — James Malooa, Sup't. 
Jamra Morton, Hpreial Uehof Atreut. 

ftoUliera' Homo, Noahville. Tuuil.—L>. Crane, Sup't and 
Belief .Agont. 

SoUIor*' Home. Columbnt, Ohio ■■ . Rnp't 
frildiers' Home. Clcvelaod, Ohio— Clark Warren, Snp't 
and Relief AiretiL 

Soldier*' Lcxlite. near lauding, Memphis, Tenn. — O.W. 
ChrtHty. Hup't and Uellrf AsrnL 
Soldieni’ Lodge, Vickabuq^, MIm.— T. Way, Sup't. 

Auioccr roB pcnmoxs. 

William F. Baacom, PenaioD Agent* Washington, O. 0 

HOnPTTAL CABS. 

Between Wsahlngfon and New York— SoL Andrewt, 
M. Dm Surgeon In rbarge. 

Between New York ami Boston, via Springfield. 
Belw'tfu LuulavlUe and Murfreesboro'— Dr. J. P. Bor> 
nom, Surgeon in charge. 

aa.'CTTABT STEAMUL 

Oambsrlood Btvsr— New PanlsIUL 
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FRED’C S. COZZENS, 

WINE MERCHANT, 

TS H^arren Street^ J%*ew 

(Opposit« nodsoQ River R. R. Depot,) 

AXD 

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. Washington. D. C.. 

(Two doors from Willftrd's.) 

lxrLr>orte<a.XVlxa©s, BrancXlos, eftso., 

OP TUI PDRkST QUALITY, FOR 

MEDICINAL AND SANITARY PURPOSES, 

Such a( are eztenaivelj lued in the 

DNITED STATES HOSPITALS 

-A.nd by the SANITARY COMMISSION. 
ALSO, AMERICAN WINES OF THE IIICnEST GRADES. 

Sole Agent in New York and Washington for 

Longyrorth’s Sparkling and Still Catawba Wine, 
Brandies, etc., etc. 




Adapted to every branch of business. 

MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS. 

E. & T. FAIRBANKS & GO., St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 

PRI.VCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 

FAIRBANKS A CO., No. 252 Broadway, New 7ork. 

FAIRBANKS ft BROWN No. 118 Milk Street. Boeton. 

FAIRBANKS, aRBBNLGAF ft CO., No. 172 latke Stteet, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS ft EWINO, Maeonlo BaU. PhtladelpUa. 

F AI R BANKS ft CO, No. 246 Baldmora Street, B^ttmore. 

Deacriptiye circalan faroished or mailed to anj addren, on application to either of 
the above. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

CoIumMan (^»rine) 
COMPANY, 

CORNER OP WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 

CASH CAPITAL, - Si, 000 , 000 . 



From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Tear, ending December 31, 1863, 



Total Amount of ABset«, January 1, 1864 $3,140,930 80 

Total Amount of Premiums 3,252,256 76 

Excess of Earned Premiums over Losses, Ac 1,137,063 33 

Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies 441,206 49 

Onaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certiBcates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned daring the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 

or not 269,614 80 

Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums 15 per cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders 26 per cent 



LOSSES PAID IN GOLD npon Bi^ oi which the Premiiim is paid in tike Cirrescj. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insarauce) of receiving in lien of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranty by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 



1st. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 
3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 



Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firm.s, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 
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The S vNrrAnY CoMnn.ssioN Bulletin ts purjtished 
on Oie ju'si and j\fleenih of every month, and ns U 
has a circulation, yralnitous or other, qf a%ce li.OOO 
copif*, U qfers an unusaciUy valnahle fneiiium for 
adeeriising. 

AH oommunicaiians mt4*t he ad'iressel to t^ie Ed- 
itor, ill the ojlve, 82J liroa/lway, nnd mual he an- 

•tticate>l hy the luitnesand a^l'Iresses of the writers. 

A.S Ifo* corUin*iance of the ptMication of (he Bul- 
letin is uacerUiin, depewlinj on that qf the war, 
and on U\e resources of tiie I/. 8. SaniUtry Com- 
mission — the Standing (ktmmiUee feeis n certain de- 
gree of retuotance to soticU sabscrifftioiis for it — and 
IKerefty to pledge Uie Commission to its issue for a 
detiuite period. 

The Committee undersiaml, hoicever, that some of 
tkeir friesvls to whom it is now sent graluUottsly, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they Vtertfore give 
notice that the sum of two doOars, retniUetl to the 
T^reasurer, (O. T. Stbono, 63 Wall or No. 

623 BrofvhtHiy, New York,) wiU securtf its being sent 
to such cotUrihtUor during the remainder of the cur- 
rent yrar, unless its puhlicaiiou he sooner discon- 
tinue*!. 

\ou L— No. 19. 



B.iNIT.VRY FAIR AT DUBCQUE, IOWA. 

It the value of services were measured 
by tho extent of the sacrifice made in ren- 
dering them, it would probably be fonnd 
that no State in tho Union had done so 
mneh for the war as Iowa. She has sent, 
lip to the present, nearly onc-seventh of 
her entire population to tho field. Somo 
districts have nearly sll their men in tho 
army! and in most of them n very large 
proportion of the farm labor lias devolved 
on tho women; and on women, too, it must 
not bo forgotten, whose ordinary duties are 
as heavy as ever, and who are entirely un- 
used to the extraordinary ones with which 
they now find themselves burdened. And 
when it is remembered that all this is done 
and endured not for safety, or for inde- 
pendence, or gain, but for the perpetuation 
of tho blessings of free government, or in 
other words, for a remote good — that it 
will be tho future generation, rather than 
this one, which will reap the full benefit of 
those great efforts — it is doubtful if there is 
on record any other so splendid example of 
the heroism, farsightedness, and sclf-abne- 
gntion with which freedom long enjoyed, 
can gift a whole community. 

After having given so many men to the 
ranks, it need not have excited any great 
surprise if a comparatively poor State 
like Iowa, which is still struggling with the 
usual difficulties of frontier life, had left to 
others the task of ministering to the sol- 
diers’ comfort. But so far from this, her 
exertions for the relief of tho sick and 
wounded have been just ns remarkable as 
her exertions in recruiting. Some of the 
incidents connected with tho present fair 
belong to the romance of charity. 

There is an amount of devotion behind 
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such coDtribntions os twenty dollars from a 
man whose three sons, (nil he has.) are in 
the army, “ whose wife has to drive his 
reaijer,” and whoso “ daughters assist in 
binding his grain,” and of mure than a dollar 
“ from every human being residing within 
the limits of a country away two hundred 
mites in the interior,” of which the accounts 
of philanthropy do not furnish many in- 
stances; of which people living in a com- 
mercial community, wheremon<‘y and labor 
are generally plenty, can foi-m but little idea. 

Whatever the results of this war may be, 
this much is eertain, that no community 
ever made such efforts and sacrilices as arc 
recorded in the history both of our volun- 
teering and of our Sanitary fairs without 
being ennobled and purified by thi m. And 
the fact that they have been so widely and 
freely made at the North, certainly goes far 
to refute the generally received notions of 
the debasing effect on the character of long 
absorption in money getting. 

Mr. Norris says: 

“The Northern Iowa Fair .Association was 
organized on the 1st of March last Gen. U. 
A. Wiltse, U. S. Sur.-Gen. of this District, 
was selected os President, who, with an effi- 
cient Board of Managers, has had the direc- 
tion and control of its affuirs,and who have 
devoted their active energies to its interests. 

At the time of its organization, a resolu- 
tion was adopted, pledging its proceeds to 
the Northwestern Branch of the U. S. Sani- 
tary Commission. 

My time during tlie month preceding the 
Fair, was devoted largely to exciting the 
public mind upon the subject, and prepar- 
ing it for such a movement. My hopes and 
designs in regard to the results of the Fair, 
were nut measnred by tlie amount of money 
that would be raised by it, but I believed 
it could be made instrumental in reviving 
onr work throughout the whole north half 
of the State; and, also, of attaching our 
people in their Sanitary operations to the 
U. S. Sanitary Commission. In all my op- 
erations for the Fair, this object was kept 
steadily in view. A few facts will show the 
extent to which my anticipations have been 
realized. 

The shipment of hospital supplies to the 
Chicago Commission, which had become 
vary light from this State, was immediately 



>0 stimulated, that in the month of March 
wo sent to that Commission 202 packages. 
In the mouth of .April, their receipts from 
us amounted to 304 packages, 136 more than 
from the whole State of Illinois. For May, 
they received from us near 700 packages, 
171 mote than from Illinois. I have not 
the figures for June; they are, I am how- 
ever aware, equally large; and some 200 
packages more were shipped from Dubuque 
after the Fair, which reached Chicago too 
late to bo embraced in the June report. It 
ought to be remarked that nearly the whole 
of these supplies were designed to be sent 
to the credit of the Fair. Many of the re- 
ceipts credited by the Northwestern Com- 
mission rejiorts to local aid societies were 
designed by the societie.s to have been 
credited to the Fair, but they neglected to 
give notice to that effect at Chicago, hence 
they were credited to them instead of the 
Fair, as intended. 

Four mouths’ incessant and active toil 
for, and the gift of thousands of dollars to 
the U. S. Commission, through the Fair, 
have identified our aid societies and people 
fully with that institution. At the last 
meeting of the State Commission at Des- 
moines, the delegates to which were from 
neiuly all the aid societies that w-ereat work 
for our Fair, a resolution w as almost unan- 
imously adopted, advising all sanitary so- 
cieties in the State to send their supplies to 
the Northwestern Branch of theU. S. Com- 
mission. 

Fears have been entertained that there 
would be n relapse of effort on the part of 
of onr sanitary societies after the Fair was 
over. Every precaution has, however, been 
taken to prevent such a coutingeney, and 
our noble women of Iowa feel, I think, that 
the present is no time for relaxation of ef- 
fort. 

Large receipts ought not to be antic- 
ipated from us at Chicago for a month or 
two to come, not because labor will be sus- 
pended, but bccanse all siqqdies on hand 
hove been exhausted for the Fair, and our 
people will have to begin entirely anew. 
The business of the Fair is not entirely 
closed up to enable me to give you precise 
results. The expenses have been less in 
proportion to receipts, than any other of 
the great fairs. The receipts, it is hoped. 
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will reach from 875,000 to 880,000, and the 
net proceeds will not be far from 870,000. 
This result seems small when compared 
with the results of the New York or Phil- 
adelphia Fairs, but it must be recollected 
our population is light, our country new, 
and our people generally poor. If real 
ability is taken into account, I am satisded 
that our gift upon this holy altar will be 
justly regarded as greater than that of any 
other fair that has been held for the Sani- 
tary cause. As was well remarked by Pres- 
ident Wiltse, in bis opening address, “ No 
donations hare been sanctified by greater 
sacrifices than those made to our Fair.” 
I have been surprised by a great many facts 
connected with its history. Neighborhoods 
whose entire male population almost had 
gone to the war, and whose crops have to 
be raised and harvested by the females, 
have contributed largely to its funda One 
farmer who gave 820^ told me that his three 
boys, (all he bad.) were in the army, and 
that hie wife would be compelled to drive 
his reaper in the harvest field, and his 
daughters assist in binding his grain, and 
in securing his harvest. Kossuth County, 
away two hundred miles in the interior, 
gave more than a dollar for every human 
being residing within its limits. 

The Fair over, I shall extend my labors 
more into the southern portion of the 
State, though the principal towns in the 
northern part will require considerable at- 
tention . The history of our Fair will be 
published in a few days. Many items of 
interest omitted in this brief report will be 
found in it. To that history for numerous 
particulars, you are respectfully referred. ” 



LATE MILITARY MOtTlMENT ON 
ST. JOHN’S ISLAND, S. C. 

Dr. Marsh reports from Beaufort, S. C., 
July 16: 

Kear the close of June, the General com- 
manding gave us timely notice to prepare 
for an expedition. On the 1st July, the 
expedition, comprising all the available 
force of the Department, left Hilton Head, 
and on the morning of the 2d anchored in 
North Edisto harbor. Owing to the absence 
of field batteries, which an accident had 
detained, wo were kept the entire day in an 
enemy’s oonntry, and not five miles from 



his entrenchments. Towards evening, a 
brigade under Gen. Bimey, unsuccessfully 
mot the enemy entrenched, and were re- 
pulsed and returned. On the day follow- 
ing, (July 3d,) the brigades under Generals 
Saxton and Hatch, disembarked; and on 
that and tlie day following, traversed Sea- 
brook and St. John’s Islands, by different 
routes, and on the 5th concentrated their 
forces in the neighborhood of Legareville, 
on St. John’s Island. 

Capt. Low, the obliging Quartermaster 
at Beaufort, had assigned us transportation 
“to any extent desired” upon the steamer 
Peconic, and when the troops took up their 
march inland, we, by advice of the Com- 
mander of the expedition, Gen. Hatch, re- 
mained in harbor, as hospital ship, to 
which the weary, wounded, and those suf- 
fering from sun-stroke could be gathered. 
Med.cal aid not being abundant, the whole 
care naturally fell upon the Commission. 

In the march across the two islands, the 
troops suffered severely— the thermometer 
for hours standing from 95° to 103°. More 
or less skirmishing constantly occurred; 
and whatever disabilities followed of any 
nature. Surgeons and Line Officers sent 
back to us, often with a commendatory 
note — those requiring our care. 

On the 5th, this march having been com- 
pleted, and the base of operations changed 
to the north part of St. John’s Island, near 
Legareville, we were ordered to proceed to 
sea, and into Stono River, opposite to our 
forces. This was accomplished,and a portion 
of the accumulated sick were transported to 
another steamer, about midnight of the 6th. 

On the morning of the 7th we constructed 
quarters upon shore, and through the day 
cared for the disabled, and assisted in erect- 
ing hospitals for wounded expected from 
the front. In these labors we were greatly 
assisted by Dr. Mudge, of the New York 
Engineers, professionally, and by volunteer 
aid from the same Engineers in pitching 
tents and arranging quarters. And here it 
is proper to remark, that on three expedi- 
tions we have experienced the generous aid 
of those same noble men; they seek us out, 
ascertain our wants, and their skill supplies 
every deficiency. On the evening of this day 
a scene was presented, that if witnessed, ' 
would have strengthened many a weary 
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hand, toiling for tbiase devoUd men. Wo 
bud uevcnty-eigbt for whom we could lind no 
sbelter. Quickly from bules of straw, wbieli 
we bud brought with us, bcd sacks and pil- 
low ticks were filled, and placed between 
tbe cotton rows, tbe lailieuts put upon 
tbcm, and u quilt thrown over them; each 
bad a couch to himself. And when at sun- 
set, our attendants passed among them, 
giving to each patient the kind and quality 
of food appropriate, one could easily be- 
lieve its rays hud seldom lingered upon a 
holier scene. 

About 11 P. M. of the 7th, the wounded 
began to pour in from the front; and for 
the succeeding forty-eight hours, at which 
time the orders were given for re-cnibaik- 
ing and the eipedition to return to Port 
Royal, every moment was incessantly em- 
ployed in washing, clothing, and feeding 
the men, and assisting at the operating table. 

On the loth, the last of the expedition 
left the placid waters of the Stono; its du- 
ration brief, but terribly exhausting. 

Host of the troops had never made a 
march, or seen a battle; others bad passed 
months in inactivity; and all poorly pre- 
pared for a campaign in an enemy’s cotm- 
try, over scorching sands, /lud an atmos- 
phere seldom less than fever heat. The 

legitimate consequences followed. The 

Surgeons prescribed, and operated; and by 
tacit consent, all other duties devolved 
upon the Commission. 

Beside medicines, and two hundred husk 
mattresses, the Commission furnished all; 
and hence the great expenditure of stores, 
aiiparently not called for by the character 
of the expedition. 

In this connection it is due to Surgeon 
Benton, Chief Medical Officer, to state, 
that tlve uinjile stores which he had pro- 
vided, from unfoi-scen circumstances, were 
not avaduble when needed, apd hence the 
necessity for so largo a draft upon our 
supplies. 

It affords me especial pleasure to testify 
so the cheerful manner in which the arduous 
and almost incessant labors of the employees 
of the Commission were performed. 

For eighty- four consecutive hours, not 
one man among them .secured, in all, eight 
hours' sleep. And I desire particularly to 
acknowledge the valuable aid rendered us 



by the Quartermaster's Department on this 
and on all occasions. Indeed, so far as 
transportation is concerned, the work of 
the Commission would be must efficiently 
discharged if left entirely to this Depart- 
ment. 

Appended is a list of isues: 



3 beef etocks 
S c«4ea milk. 

S coflee. 

70 Ibfl. tea. 

3 caMB com iiteroh. 
IS bbti. cnckcra. 

S Umi. arrow root. 

7S Ibfl. cb«)Co|jile. 

IS tomatobH. 

3 ceiH** funne.' 

2 ({t-latiuc. 

2 boxMi jfJIjr. 

3 bbiii miRar. 

75 lb« ham. 

40 Iba. rhevee. 

5 bbla. onlona. 

29 caaka plcklea. 

6 galla. vuH'gar. 

5 bbla, dry toeat. 

2 boxta b. braady. 



32 galU. whiaky. 

3 ouuc«ra uioriibine. 
3 Ibe chlorufuRu. 

6 Itka. aoap. 

3 Iba. apunge. 

3 bbU. old pleoea. 

3 bbli.' bandage*. 
100 tjuiiu. 

BO blaiik«>t*. 

440 ahirt*. 

47S iNura drawers. 
4S0 )*aU8 sock*. 

475 UiweU. 

BOO handkcrchiefa. 
131 pair* aUppers. 

54 O uUluw tick*. 

3S0 bed a*ck*. 

12 Uutem*. 

4S tlD CU{>*. 

21 bMlti*. 



Nearly all which were consumed upon 
the field. 



DISTRIBUTION OF ANTI SCORBUTICS IN 
THE ARMY OF TIIE POTOMAa 

Wo have received reports from our agents 
engaged in the work of distributing anti- 
scorbutic supplies in the army before Peters- 
burg, as well as ocknowlctlgmenta from sur- 
geons and other officers, some extracts from 
which may serve to give some idea of the 
nature and extent of the work. Mr. Light- 
ship, who was sent in charge of the party 
assigned to that duty iu the Fifth Army 
Corps, says; 

We left City Point Hospital about eight 
o’clock A. M., aud arrived at the headquar- 
ters of the 6th Corjjs alxuit ten o’clock. 
We visited the hcadqiiai tcrs of the divisions, 
conversed with three of the generals, and 
ascertained theii* opinion of the doing of the 
Commission. We also visited the men in 
the batteries and camps. They all spoke 
well of the Sanitary, and thanked us for 
their fourth of July diuuer. The men 
said they had received during the past ten 
days pickled onions, fresh onions, potatoes, 
cabbage, b^matoes, and canned meats. 
They all said they had received some por- 
tion of the goods that were sent to them, 
and that they were fold when it was given 
them, that it was a gift from the Sanitary 
Commission. They all said that if they 
could receive some fresh vegetables every 
few days, they would lie a great deal better 
fitted for fighting. They seemed pleased 
to see ns, and kept saying, “ God bless the 
Sanitary, ” and such expressions. I asked 
Gen. Griffin if he could give us any sug- 
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gestions with rcforenco to the wants of the 
men in tlie fleM. He said that there was 
little use of sending conn-d meats to the 
front, as the men were well supplied with 
fresh meats, and that vegetables were a 
great deal better. He also recommended 
porter for the men. He told me if the men 
oonld receive vegetables and porter every 
weak, that there would not be one-third of 
the present number sick. He also sug- 
gested, by way of a joke, that if the Com- 
mission could send out a quantity of rain, 
it would bo a great Sanitary measure. Oen. 
Ayres and Oen. Hays spoke of the use of 
vegetables in the army, and hoped the 
Commission would send out more. I think 
that a bountiful supply should be sent out 
to the men as soon ns possible. The old 
proverb, “ An ounce of preveution is worth 
a pound of cure,” would prove very appro- 
priate ill their case. I think the Fifth Corps 
has received its share of the articles sent, 
and arc well aware of where they came from, 
and seem very grateful for them. We re- 
turned in the evening, well pleased with 
onr journey, and aatisfiecl that vegetables 
sent to the army are not wasted. 

The following returns of the distribution 
in the Fifth Corjw have been received : 

CoWMinasT D*pt., 4ra Dit.. Bth A. C., 1 
ysySU.184t. I 

Ua. J. WaaSER JoHSsos, 

Sanitarj/ Commitsion: 

Cnr Porrr. Va. 

My Deab Sib— T nclosed yon will please 
find 8tAt(*mpnts fnim the Brig, Oinnmis- 
sarics of the di.oponUiou ttmde of the sup- 
plies received from the Sanitary ComrnU- 
ftion on July Ut, for distribution amongst 
the officers and soldiers of this Division: 

The following articles wore distributes^ 
to the officers and men detailed in the dif- 
ferent departments, riz. : 

24 cans tomaUws, 14 cans chicken, 10 
cans turkey. 12 cans mutton, 12 cans beef, 
10 cans milk, 4 bottles ginger, 4 bottles 
blackberry bmndy; part of a keg of porter 
was issuctl, and the remainder of it sent 
to Division Headquart^'rs. On'S bottle of 
brandy was stolen or lost. 

Yesterday I visited the front, and heard 
from every one great praise bestowed upon 
your noble Commission, as well as much 
gratitude expressed toward those at home 
who provided these luxuries. 

This donation of delicacies was made 
most opportiiiu’ly, as it afforded the sol- 
diers a fourth of July ontertaiumant. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

Charles McClure, 

^ Capt. tm-i C. 3. Vo unU*r$, 

Caut stAit Prrmiitrjio, ¥▲., ) 

Ju y i(A, im. 1 

O^i. 0. UcOLTJmm, 

C. 3. ih Dio. M A. C. 

Captain — I have the honor to acknowl- 



edge receipt through yon of the following 
articlc.A from the Sanrary Commission for 
distribution to tbe officers and men of the 
2d Brigade, 4th Division, 5th A. C. 



18S CAns tomatoet. 
7i cans chlckvu. 

48 can* turkey. 

9H cjtni imittua, 

48 c«ne beef. 

48 c*ns milk. 



|30 Ibe, cbowinR tnbkcco. 

5 Ibft. smoking tubftcoo. 
jlO boUles iflnger. 

|3 bottles bUckberry brandy. 
1 keg porter. 



Very respectfully, 

Aliiebt 'Wabkeb, 

CapL and C. S. 3d Brtgsdx^ itk Oiv. itk A. C. 



CoM'T Pev't 1 ,t Bnm.. Dry,, .Ath Coarwl 
PCTUSBCiu., Va., du', its, 1SC4. j 

Captain — Enclosed you will find state- 
meut of distribution of Sauitaiy Stores 
sent ua on the 2d inst 
The troops appear to feel very grate! ul, 
and speak in high terms of the (^mmia- 
sion. 

Very respectfully your ob’t serv't, 
Henby 0. Hai.i.<)way. 

Cuptain and C. 3. 



Abstract of Istraee of SeniUry Storoa to Volunteer* nea> 
Petersburg, V*., July 3d. 1864. 



137 oens tomatoes. 
68 cans chicken. 
38 cans turkey. 

73 cans mnUon. 

86 can* beef. 



38 can* milk. 

30 Ibe. tobadteo. 

6 Ihe. smoking tobacco. 
6 galls, porter. 

10 botUee ginger. 



4tb 



339 1 Ib. cans tomatoes. 
141 3 lb. cans chickens. 
08 3 ly caoa turkeys. 

193 3 lb. cans mntton. 

96 3 lb. cans beef. 

96 1 lb. cans miUt. 



Drvtuosi. 6 th Coara, 1 
Ju y 3d. 1864. f 
40 Tba. cbe*ing tobaroo. 
10 lb*, •moking tobaooo. 

S bbls. pdirter. 

3 dox. Jammlca ginger. 

1 doi. blackberry brandy. 



Received the above of tbe Sanitary Com- 
mission for issue to tile officers and men of 
4th Division, 5th Corps. 

C. McCnuBB. 

Cilpi. and C. 3 Vo'i, 



Mr. Newell, who was sent on a similar 
duty to the 9th Corps a few days later, re- 
ports, July 9th: 

* * • * * 

I visited the head-quarters of Oen. Les- 
lie and Oen. Wilcoi, and had a very satis- 
factory interview with the Division Com- 
missary of Gen. Patter, thns obtaining in- 
formation respecting the first three divis- 
ions; 

1. Capt Boyd, Co^ Commissary, stated 

that 80 barrels of onions had been received 
on the 7th of Julv. Ho said, also, no bar- 
rels of potatoes, but that must be a mis- 
take. . 

2. The First Division received 8 barrels 
of potatoes, 18 barrels of onions, 150 beads 
of cabbage. 

3. The Second Division received 9 bar- 
rels of potatoes, 22 barrels of onioiLS, and 
209 beads of cabbage. 

4. The Third Division did not reoeive 
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anjtbio;^. Thin must have been the fault of 
the Division Commissary, and so I told 
Gen. 'Wilcox's Adjutant. Ho is now at City 
Point, and a new Commissary has been ap- 
pointed. 

• • • • • 

The Oovemment was issuing potatoes in 
about the same quantity as the Sanitary is- 
sues of onions — a potato to a man. These 
were 48 hours’ rations. TheCommiaaary said 
that he could not, as I advised, issue beets to 
one regiment, beans to another, Ac. , so as 
to make a good mess of some one kind for 
each, there would be too much grumbling. 
The Second Brigade Commissary said that 
the saur kraut had come in sufficient quan- 
tities for the eastern regiments, but was 
only an aggravation to the westbrn, accus- 
tomed to quantities of this, so that he 
finally sent the whole of a small ration to 
the latter. 

• • • 

Lemons are the most grateful of all gifts, 
as they not only prevent scurvy, Ac., like 
onions, but ore a great luxury, and cheer 
and refresh the men, who make them into 
lemonade. 

Mr. Potter reports, from the same Corps, 
July 6th: 

The following are the essential facts to 
be reported concerning the Sojiitary sup- 

lies of anti-Bcorbutics sent to the Ninth 

orps in the field: 

The train, loaded with pickles, fresh on- 
ions and dried apples, left City Point land- 
ing at 12 M. 3d of July. 'The Sanitary 
Agents detailed to look after these supplies 
left later in the day, camped out near the 
9lh Corps headquarters that night, and re- 
ported to Gen. Burnside at 8 oVlock the 
next morning, July 4. The General re- 
ceived us very cordially, and B)>oke of the 
work of the Commission in the highest 
terms. He knew of the train of supplies 
that bad been sent up the day before; the 
portion assigned to the 9th Corps (96 bbls.) 
had been delivered, and alreadv by his 
Commissary sent to the different l3ivisions. 
He spoke very strongly of the good effects 
which former supplies of this kind had had 
upon the men, and hoped the Commission 
would continue to send them, and even more 
extensively. It had been his opinion, ho 
said, from the first, that the sending of 
such articles to the soldiers in the field be- 
fore they get sick, and particularly when, 
as now, they ore so much confined to the 
trenches,^ is one of the most important 
ways in which the Sanitary Commission 
can work. 

From the corps headquarters we went to 
the several division headquarters. In each 
the supplies hail been received in good or- 
der, and were to be distributed to the men 
with their rations either for dinner or snp- 



per, and everywhere they were most wel- 
come. Both officers and men spoke of 
those formerly sent as just the things 
wanted. The tomatoes, particularly, were 
very acceptable, and went through the 
whole corps, giving a large ration to each 
man. One cf our agents remained with 
each division. I went to the 1st, Gen. 
Ledlie’s. Geo. Ledlie takes a special and 
personal interest in this work of the Com- 
mission, and spoke most heartily of the 
ood it was doing. He has the supplies 
rought directly to head^artera, and put 
under the charge of his Provost Marshal, 
through whom tliey are distributed pro rata 
to the brigades and regiments. His reason 
for this is, that the men may know that these 
articles are not s v f plied ns regular army ra- 
tions, but that they cceme directly from the peo- 
ple at home, through the Sanitary Commission; 
and, he added, that this knowledge by the men 
of the interest taken in their welfare by friends 
at home would increase the good effect of the 
articles. At dinner time I went through 
must of the regiments in both the second 
and first lines of rifle pits of this division. 
The men were eating the pickles which 
bad been sent from our barge at noon the 
day before, and they ate them with the 
greatest relish, and praised the good peo- 
ple who had sent them, and said they wish- 
ed they could have some such thing every 
day. There was the greatest call, I think, 
lor tomatoes and fresh ouions, especially 
for the latter. An onion or a pickle seems 
a small thing to us; but it is a great thing 
to a man who has to lie there in those rifle 
its for four days in succession, with the 
ullets whistling over his head, especially 
if he feels that it comes in some sense as a 
present from home. The commanding offi- 
cers and surgeons all said "Send more — 
send as many as you ran.” Since these 
articles began to be received, only six days 
before, the »fit k report of the 1st Division 
of the 9th Corps had been reduced from 
3oo to . L8, a reduction which Gen. Ledlie 
and his Medical Director both attributed 
mainly to this change of diet. Ordinarily 
they said they should expect sickue.ss to 
increase the longer the men are in trench- 
es. Several officers assured me that in 
their own coses diarrhea had been cured 
by eating freely of the tomatoes sent them 
by the Commission. And generally all that 
I saw myself and learned from others, dar- 
ing the two days I was at the front, con- 
vinced me that this new work which the 
Commission has undertaken of caring for 
the needs of the well men in the field — not 
waiting for them to thin the ranks on ac- 
count of sickness — is one of the greatest, 
perhaps the greatest, sanitary works of tho 
war; and in my mind there is no doubt of 
the expediency of continuing and increas- 
ing it. 

Mr. Leavens writes, July fith: 
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» * * * » 

We reached the front late in the evening. 
After lo.siug our way and nearly npwtling 
the wagon, we camped for the night 1)V the 
road aide. Next morning we found Gen. 
Burnsido'a headquartera, where we left two 
portions of our good.s, one for him and one 
to be sent to Gen. Ferrero, of the 4th Di- 
vision, (colored.) A third share we left at 
Gen. Potter’s headquarters, 2d Divi.sion. 
It was given to me to remain in this Di- 
vision. 

My reception by Gen. Potter was very 
courteous. He kindly granted me the es- 
cort of a staff officer to the Brigade Head- 
quarters, with permission to make such in- 
quiries as my duty required. The officer 
who attended m.-' also very politely showed 
the various objects of interest at the front. 

I found our stores of pickles, onions, A-o., 
in the hands of the Division Commis.sary, 
to be distributed during the day. Later 
in the day I was informed by soldiers with 
whom I conversed that they had received 
such articles. I had conversation with 
Gen. Potter, commanding the Division, 

Gen. Griffin, of the 1st Brigade, Dr. , 

and many other officers and men in regard 
to the sanitary condition of the Division. 
All agreed that the Government rations 
were now abundant and of good quality; 
beef, pork, soft bre;ul, beans, rice, Ac., be- 
ing named. Nothing was more needed 
than such articlaa as our stores contained, 
pickles, onions, Ac. Almost any strong 
acid was much craved and needed by the 
men. 

The Commi.s,sion can do nothing that will 
bo more grateful to tlio men or more cor- 
dially approved by the officers, than to 
send on all such articles jjo.ssible. The 
main articles spoken of wore pickles, onions, 
saiir kraut, and lemons. Doubtle.ss stores 
of similar quality might be addeiL 

Gen. Griffin siioke of ale as a drink, 
thinking it would bo better than the whis- 
key ration. 

* • » * * 

The men at the front seemed active and 
healthy. The Division Hospital was nearly 
free from wounded. I think the Commis- 
sion may rest confident that its goods roach 
the men, as intended, and may also have 
satisfaction in the wisdom and beneficence 
of sending forward such supplies. 

VETERAS RESERVE CORPS. 

Dr. Maegowan, Acting Brigade Surgeon 
of the Veteran Beserve Corps, also sends us 
the following strong testimony: 

But, to the subject before me. When 
Gen. Grant changed his base to Port Boyal, 
ten companies of this corps were sent from 
Alexandria to protect the new base. They 
were absent on that duty a little less than 
a month, during which time, their food 



consisted of pork, beans, and hard tack ex- 
clusively, save on two occasions, when fresh 
beef was served out. The deprivation of 
fresh vegetables, induced, before the close 
of the period, incipient scurvy in the com- 
mand, to the extent of twenty-five per cent, 
in some companies, and forty per cent, in 
others. Spongy gums were so prevalent aa 
toindicate that the deprivation tf continued 
a little longer, would have rendered one- 
half the force wholly unfit for duty. 

On their return I made a requisition for 
lemons, pickles, and such vegetables as 
were on hand at your agency here, which 
was instantly complied with, and which 
afforded timely relief. These men recuper- 
ated in part by your bounty, have again 
deserved well of the country, by aiding to 
drive the rebels from the threshold of the 
Capitol. 

It must be borne in mind that this prev- 
alence of scurvy, so excessive, and of such 
rapid development, was among men who 
had been more or less disabled by wounds 
or disease before the^ had earned a place 
in this American Legion of Honor. Home 
of them had suffered from scorbutic affec- 
tions in Tcnne.ssee and at White House: 
they were on duty every other day, and 
often several days in succession. Conse- 
quently, this statement is presented, not aa 
a criterion whereby to gauge the needs and 
dangers of our armies in this regard, but to 
show that }Our prophylactic labors are 
colled for, and to apprise a generous pub- 
lic of the fact. So long as our “ buys ” 
have the a.ssurancc that they are supported 
in good faith by the nation, they will not 
grow weary of battling for the Republic, 
even if the conflict should be carried into 
the next century. 

Vegetables and other anti-scorbutio arti- 
cles are still daily issued in large quantities 
to the .Army, outside of the regular issues 
to Hospitals, and the acknowledgments 
from surgeons, officers and privates, indi- 
cating how highly they are appreciated and 
how beneficial are their effects, are as reg- 
ularly received. 

It being impossible to get a statement in 
full of issues for current month, before 
going to press, we repeat the list published 
in last number of BunuErix, adding a let- 
ter from Dr. Douglas, explaining manner 
of distribution, and one from the corres- 
pondent of the New York Timet relative to 
this part of the Commission’s work. 

Anti-scorbutics forwarded during the 
month of June: 

90T,lss Ib*. oanasd hnBa-|as,ST3 siUt. pleXM cnsaB- 
toM, (over 108 toaa.) b«n, (sboat l.aoo bbJa) 
15,0 lO Ibt. csnnsil fruit Il8.53i gijla, plcXled oDlulu. 

614 0UIU ** >eUie«. ]4,T18 ** tomsImA 




584 



The Sanitary Commission ButUiin. 



1,100 rarrloJ c«bb«^p. 32 bbln. otb«r drli^ fruit. 

10,Q1H i(AUit. Mur krmui. >01 boioa luin<mi. 
lOObbto. (ru»b uuiuiu. 'i,40U boxe* portable Leinoii> 
70 bbU. poUtc>v«. etlrt. 

M2 bbla. dii«d «p|46i, 20 boxce orengoe. 

CtTT roiKT. ML 

Db. n. C. fiTzntxa, 

Dear Sir — I propose to make the next 
issue to tHb Corj)«, uml simll be pn'pnrccl, I 
think, to-morrow. I have on Imiul of 
Pickled Cuoumbers, 200 barrels. 

“ Onions, 150 “ 

Potatoes, 100 “ 

If a barrel of pickled cucumbers will suf- 
fice 500 men, 50 barrels will certainly give 
a good ration to every man in the 9llt 
Corps; the same of piekleil < nions. Of po- 
tatoes, the Army ration is 3 barrels to 100 
men. Our barrels will weigh i bout liSO lbs. 

If I send you of potatoes 75 bbls., you 
will have about 10,000 lbs. of potatoes, 
which will give yon a good ration. 

Say then — !i0 bbls. Cucumbers, pickled. 
60 “ Onions, “ 

75 " Potatoes, fresh. 

Total, 175 bbls. 

It will require twenty-five wagons to lake 
them to the front. Pfease procure them, 
and telegraph me when they are on the way. 
Tours, i-c., 

J. H. Dolgras, M.D. 

The JV«i8 Fork Times correapondent, 
writing from camp, July 20, says: 

The pathetic note from George Iloclgers, 
of Sheridan's cavalry, printed in lost Sun- 
day's Times, has attracted my attention. 
It is evident that he and his comrades have 
been “ shared out” in the general distribu- 
tion of unions. That the savory outi-.scor- 
butics did not como their way is certain to 
be regretted, and without stopping to in- 
quire who was guilty of the oversight, I 
most correct the false impression this com- 
plaint has doubtless left upon the minds of 
many who read it. I can do this without 
much trouble, and the kind-hearted public 
who have subscribed so generously for the 
purchase of the vegetables, and the little 
children, who sacrificed their pyrotechnic 
pleasures on the Fourth of July, for the 
some worthy object, will be glad to know 
that their bounty was not misapplied. The 
Sanitary Commission has been the faithful 
agent in the distribution. For this asser- 
tion I have read the proof in handsome 
notes of acknowledgment from Major-Gen- 
erals Warren, Smith, Burnside, and a half 
score more of Division and Brigade Com- 
manders. Quantities of vegetables arrived at 
City Point about the 2d of July,and through 
the cheerful exertions of Dr. j. H. Douglas, 
the Assistaint Secretary of the Commission; 
Dn. Macdonald, Stevens and Swalm, In- 
■pegtors; Mr. Anderson, the transportation 
agent, and the other employees, without 



I any exception, the unions were apportion- 
I ed and delivered to the Division Commissa- 
I ries of the resi)eelivc corps, in time to make 
part of the Fourth of July dinner. 

The Army of the Potomac received 514 
barrels. 

The Eighteenth Corps received 102 bar- 
rels. 

The Tenth Corps received 107 barrels. 

Wilson’s Cavalry division received 12 
barrels. 

The aggregate number of barrels dislri- 
> bnted fur that occasion was 743. 

OntheOthof July another distribution of 
1,15.3 barrels was made under the direction 
of Lieut. Col. Morgan, Chief Commissary 
of the nrmic.s iu the field. 

Since that date there have been very largo 
supi)lies ree<-ived, not only onions, but of 
potatoes, cabbages, green and dried apples, 
canned tomatoes and pickles, all of which 
I have been distributed among the men in 
I the camps and trenches, and the patients 
iu the hospitals. The figures show that for 
the eighteen days, beginning July 1, the 
Commissiou distributed 3,353 barrels of 
potatoes, 2,719 barrels of onions, 1,448 
barrels of pickles, 8G5 barrels of assorted 
vegetables, 141 barrels of dried apples, — 
barrels of gi-eeu apples, and still have a 
quantity of the less perishable stores on 
hand to be disposed of among the various 
corps. 

I Frqm a personal investigation, I am able 
to say that the soldiers ai>preeiate to the 
full extent the thoughttiilness of their 
friends, and from a hygienic i>oiiit of view, 
the advantages of this libcrid supply of fresh 
vegetables, is incalculable. Sheridan’s cav- 
alry are the only men in all the army from 
w hom there hu.s been heard a whi.sper of 
complaint, and that they were overlooked 
in the distribution, was not the desire, aa 
I am certain it was not the fault, of the 
, agents of the Commissiou. The failure, if 
traced to its causes, would be found to rest 
upon the Commissary Department of that 
organization; or, still more probable, in the 
miscarriage of the notification to send for 
the portion assigned fur the cavalry. 

For a very good reason, the Sanitary 
Commission at present will send no more 
vegetables to the army, the Government 
having a sufllcient supply on hand to hold 
out until the end of this mouth. After the 
first of August, however, the Commissaries 
will no longer issue a ration of fresh vege- 
tables to the soldiers; and, by on order of tho 
War Department, a very general reduction 
of the entire schedule of rations is tp take 
place from that date. The amount thus 
far issued during the war has been proved 
from actual experience to have Ix^n ex- 
travagantly large — far larger than the men 
could consume. Kow the soldiers, in lieu 
of the cnrtuiled rations, are to receive 
per mouth, instead of $13 as heretufortt. 
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The items of potatooa, molasses and, option* 
oily, rice or ueana, ai'c to be altogether cut 
ofi, and the ration of dour or bread ia to 
bo reduced from twenty-two to eighteen 
oancca per diem. Here tlien ia the op- 
portunity for eierciao by the public of a 
commendable generoaily. Lot the people 
promptly atep in with their munificent 
offeriuga to aupply wlmt tho Government 
■will not If freah vegetublea are eo highly 
appreciated now, when an occasional and 
limited quaulity ia furnished by tho Com- 
mis-sariut Department, will not the appre- 
ciation be immeasurably greater undej' the 
new order of mattera next month?. Tho 
people have only to understand those 
things, and feel confident that their gifts 
are properly applied, to insure no lack of 
these coveteil and health-siiataiuing articles 
of diet. These vcgetable.s must bo fur- 
nished to tho soldiers, and the Sanitary 
Commission wilt doubtless in some way see 
to that; but how ciui it add this iinmenao 
tax upon its means without retrenching its 
disbursements in other directions? It ia 
the irrivilege of friends at home to ameli- 
orate by t!very method the hardships en- 
dured by their brave defenders iu the field, 
and tho p est gives ample proof that they 
will not fail to exercise it with enthusiasm. 



WORK OF RELIEF I\ GR.tKT’.S .tRMV, 

Mr. Smith reports from City Point, Juno 

22 : 

I have the honor to submit tho following 
report of my work in the field since leaving 
Washington for Belle Plain, May 11, 18U1: 

***** 

Finding that there was much to do 
for every one desirous of alleviating the 
wants and sntTerings of our wounded 
men, I felt that the severity of the storm 
could offer no excuse for my delay iu 
doing all in my power to comfort them. 1 
found many of our men quite badly wound- 
ed, lying by tho road side in the mud and 
rain, without rubber or woolen blankets to 
protect them. Many, who were more 
seriously wounded, I discovered lying in 
army wagons in bud condition, as nearly 
all had been cooped up in them lor from 
twenty four to forty-eiglit hours, and had 
been carried over very rough roads, in 
very uncomfortable po.sitions, for a distance 
of twenty-five miles, without once having 
had the primary dressings of their wounds 
removed, or wet oftener than twice since 
starting on their journey. Tho bandages 
were found very much displaced and soil- 
ed, and in consequence there was much 
saffering from the heat and painfulucss of 
wounds. It was my work to relieve those 
men, as well os 1 was able, by changing 
the positions in which their wounded and 
wearied limbs bad been lying for many 
hours, and to dress and wet such wounu 



as seemed to have been longest neglected, 
and gave rise to most suffering. All I met 
with were bearing their fate with indescri- 
bable calmness and fortitude. 

Coffee, tea, and crackers were freely dis- 
tributed by the agents of tho Commi-ssion, 
whose hi-adquarters were established at a 
point favorably located for the work. 

The wounds, as far as my observations 
extendeel, were generally doing remarkably 
well 

In tho afternoon of May T2th, I found in 

one wagon, Lieut. , 20th Mas.sachu- 

setLs Volunteers, who was shot by guerril- 
la.*. while lying in the wagon on his way to 
Bello Plain. He w.os in a criticid condition, 
having been wounded at the front iu an 
engagement, and being on his way to hos- 
pital when he was shot again. This, to 
me, was a heart rending case; tho former 
wound* not being fatal, and honorably re- 
ceivetl, while tho latter would without 
doubt cost him his life. I gave him some 
wine and soft crackers, and ordiTcd some 
beef tea, and dressed his wounds. Same 
day I went to ambulance park of 5th and 
9th Corps, with Dr. E. Harris. Here I 
fonnd liOO men seriously wounded, many 
having bad their limbs amputated. 

* * * * 

The same supplies, in kind, were given 
to wounded of 5th Corp.s. All tin S3 men 
were in a very destitute condition, a id the 
surgeons of tlie 5th Corps, and the steward 
of 9th, said the men must have suffered much 
for want of footl, but for the timely arrival 
of our stores. The wounded in 9th Corps 
told mo they had received no food, of sub- 
stantial character, in thirty-six hours pre- 
vious to my visit, and that their wounds 
had remained unlooked at for forty-eight 
hours. These men and their wounds and 
stumps were in bad condition in all ro- 
spfK'ts; and thus they would he compelled, 
probably to lie eighteen hours longer before 
they could reach the wharf and tho trans- 
ports. I left bandage.*, lint, and adhesive 
ptaster, also, for their use. 

On May 19th I started on loot, in mnd 
and rain, for Fredericksburg.and after going 
some distance fell in with Mr. Holbrook, 
who kindly offered me his horse for jiart of 
my journey. When about half way to tho 
city, met several largo squads of rebel 
prisoners. This evidence of our success 
brought much cheerfulness and apparent 
satisfaction to our men, both those who 
were trudging along with morlerately severe 
wonnds, and those on their way to the 
“ front,” who seemed now to be over- 
anxious to push along with alacrity. 
Arrived in city at 2}.i P. M., pretty well 
drenched with rain. Beported to Dr. Dal- 
ton, at your request. He aasigned mo to 
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duty in cliarge of two hospitals of l«t Dir. 
of 0th Corps. I commenced work in the 
hospiUU by dressing, that evening, such 
wounds as imperatively needed attention, 
and ordering from the storehouse of the 
Commission such supplies and articles as I 
felt would make my men comfortable. 
There were in the hospital 106 men — of 
thes«’, 69 were slightly wounded, and 37 
very seriously. The following morning 
dressing of all the wounded by mystdf had 
been entered upon, and I worked hard 
A.il. till nearly 2 h. P.M. Thishav- 
ing been done, 1 was well satisfied with the 
condition of all the wounded, and of the cases 
which it wa.*» necessary I should personally 
attend to daily; the otliers being turned 
over to dre.ssers and nurses. By this plan 
I saved mueh time, and in course of three 
or four days all was going on so nicely that 
onediulf of the afternoon of each day was 
spent in dressing tlie wounds of men, who 
were to be found lying on nearly every 
street corner, without having had their 
wounds attended to from forty-eight to 
seventy-two hours. Many pf>or follows 
were crowded into damp, dark, ill venti- 
lated stores, of which there are a great 
number in the city. Tliew men frequently 
were found suffering much from lung lying 
in one pt>sitioii, or from hunger or tliirst, 
or painfulness of their wounds. In the 
half aftei-noons which I spent in going 
around looking after the wants of these 
neglected coses, and in relienng them, I 
am coDscHiusof having done much good in 
tho name of the Sonitaiy Commission. 

» « « * * 

Soon after our arrival at Port Royal I 
went ashore, and inquired into the oondi- I 
tion and neeils of the wounded. Found ! 
most were lying in army wagons, parked 
about the supply depot of the Sanitary 
Commission, which had been establishea 
at this point before our advent. All tho 
wounded with whom I convers^’d acknowl- 
edged they bad enough to out, and more; 
and cxpre.ssed much gratitude towards the 
Sanitary Commission fur the pixtmpt man- 
ner in which its agents hml come to their 
relief. Part of the materials of which the 
food was prepared were, I believe, furnish- 
ed us by the Army Medical Department, 
under Dr. Cuyler, but the preparation and 
distribution wore done by tne agents of the 
Commission. These labors here were highly 
appreciated by our soldiers. 

One of the most gratifying features of 
the Commission's work at this point was 
the interment of the dead, under the im- 
mediate supervision of Mr. Holstein, in a 
manner so orderly, respectful and solemn, 
that it attracted the attention of all, and 
elicited many expressions of gratitude, sat- 
iafactiou and reverence, from the witnesses 
of these unpretending scenes of loyal de- 
votion. Ro more imposing obsequies have 



I ever observed, and never have I experi- 
enced a more uncontrollable thrill of so- 
lemnity, than when I saw the boilies of our 
men, sliroude<! in their blankets, lowered 
into graves, un.seen by friends and unknown 
to tlujse whose loyal hearts urged them to 
this last wul but sanctifying duty. When 
I Inst visited the gronud.H there hn<l been 
twenty-three interments. The graves were 
tastefully arranged in row's, and to each 
was a head-board, on which was inscribed 
the name, mnk, company, regiment, and 
date of de.ath of the deceased. 

From port Royal I accompanietl the party 
to White Hou.se, which hin<!ing we reached 
in tho afternoon of May 20th. There had 
been no considcTnble number of troops at 
this point until about tw«) hours previous 
to our arrival. I was smm iissigneii to duty 
on shore. F(»r several days I made it my 
business to look to the wants of our woun- 
ded and supply them, or direct such as 
were able where to find wlvt they wanted. 
One long train of badly wounded men, 
numbering about 1.500, came in June 2d- 
I visited nearly all the ambulances, and 
asked the oecupants if they had been fed, 
and had rweived coffee or beef-tea, Ac. 
In every instance the reply was “ Yt*s, the 
Sanitary men gave ns something to eat,’* 
or words conveying the same meaning. 

Up to June 4th I continued doing such 
w’ork as c:unc within my sphere, and iu the 
doing of which beuefit accrued to our sick 
and wounded men. Mv work for several 
days previous to this date was not done 
with the alacrity it demanded, for the rea- 
son that I did not ftvd well. The tmi/utse, 
previously experienced, seemed to have 
culminated on afternoon of Juno 4th, and 
a severe attack of dysentery was the conse- 
quence. From thi.s date till June 12th I 
was wholly unfit for any service, and then 
I should iiave deeline<l work bad not Dr. 
Fairchild been suddenly taken ill and 
started for Washington. I then succeeded 
him in duty on our boats, iu which capacity 
I have remained np to present date. 

The following extracts from Superiu- 
tende.ut Harris's report, may serve to illoa- 
trate the difficulties of transportation with 
which the Field Relief Corps of the Com- 
mission have to contend iu following the 
Army with BU)>plies: 

From Belle Plain to Wiute House. 

On May 23d, Mr. John A. Anderson, 
Acting Associate Secretary in charge of tho 
work of the Commissiou at Belle Plain, on 
the Potomac, at that tim ' tho base of sup- 
plies for the Army of the Potomac, placed 
mo in charge of tho land transportation of 
the Commission, then consisting of thirty- 
two four- horse wagons, exolusivj of those 
at front, with instructions to exercise my 
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own jiidgmeot about couductiug the train 
to the next base, which would probably be 
Fort Royal, on the Kiippahannock, twenty 
milee l>clow Frederickuburg. The same 
day I receircd the following telegram from 
Mr. Knapp, dated Washington; — “Send 
the loadetl wagons to Fredericksburg. Use 
your own judgment about the otheraj but 
supply Fredericksburg if you cun.” 

All the' wagons were loaded, and at 0.30 
F.M., the train started in charge of Clark 
Kmmons, wagon master, with orders to 
halt for the night at White Oak Church. 
In the morning the feeding station there, 
in charge of Mr. Doolittle, was broken up, 
the goods put in the wagons, and the tram 
started for Fredericksburg, where I report- 
ed to Dr. Douglas, Associate Secretaiy, at 
10 A.M. 

The Post Quartermaster, Captain Stone, 
being in want of teams to move the wowud- 
ed to the station at Falmouth, the Govern- 
ment horses being exhausted by the jrork 

ut upon them, made a request for twenty- 

ve of the Commissions' tr ams, which was 
granted by Dr. Douglas. These teams were 
engaged all night, making several trips 
from the various hospitals in the town to 
Falmouth. 

The next day, (20th,) a similar request 
was made for ten teams, which was also 
granted by Dr. Douglas. These were at 
work all day and night, the Commission 
drivers remaining with their own teams, 
refusing, although nearly exhausted, to let 
strange men drive. 

On the 2Gth, the Sanitary Commission 
steamer Kent arrived from Port Itoyal, in 
charge of Mr. WiUiam.s, and reported the 
other boats of the Commission at that 
place. 

On the 27th a force was sent out to the 
Wilderness, to attempt the recovery of some 
of our wounded, abandoued there several 
days previously, and then in the hands of 
the enemy. A train of ambulances accom- 
panied the expedition, to which was added 
a Commission four-horse wagon loaded 
with soft crackers, milk and stimulants, in 
charge of Mr. Wilcox, ageist of the second 
CorjiB. 

The wounded were recovered and brought 
in, the stores being distributed to them on 
the road, 

On the 28th, Fredericksburg was aban- 
doued by our forces. Leaving at 5 A.M. , 
we arrived at Port Royal shortly after dark, 
and reported to Dr, Douglas. Before start- 
ing in the morning, Dr. informed 

me that his brother, who was recovering 
from the small pox, had been left in one of 
the houses in town, and that he was nnahle 
to get him in an ambulance or on board the 
hospital Ixiat, and that unless I could carry 
him in one of the wagons he would be left 
behind. 

1 hod him placed in a spring wagon, and 



made him ns ccmfortable as possible, and 
the next mumiiig had the satisfaction of 
seeing him placed on board a boat bound 
for Washington. 

The next day, (Sunday 29th,) the boats 
of the Commission left for White House, 
to which place the base of supplies was 
being changed. The wagons were loaded 
with a few additional sacks of grain each, 
and preparations made for starting the fol- 
lowing morning. At 2 A. M., Monday, 
the train was in readiness to start, but 
having received |iormission from the Quar- 
termaster. Capt Blood, to ship a portion of 
the goods on a Government boat, I sent 
sixteen wagons to tho river which were un- 
loaded, with the. exception of a few cases 
of undcrclothiug, shoes, articles of diet 
and stimulant.s, end the eouds placed in 
charge of William S. M. ISIazier, agent of 
the Commission in the Glh Corps. 

Having reloaded the wagons with for- 
age, an effort was made to overtake the 
balance of the train, which had a start of 
about an hour. On reaching the picket- 
lino the officer in charge refused to allow 
the train to pass, considering the danger too 
great. Consequen tly, we returned to camp 
to wait for tho next escort. 

The next day the place was evacuated by 
our forces. The train, consisting of about 
one hundred and fifty wagons, and guard- 
ed by a brigade of infantry and several 
regiments of cavalry, was in motion at 3 
A. M., and we were at lost on the road to 
White House. When abotit six miles from 
Port R<tyal we came across the remains of 
a train which had been attacked two nights 
previously by guerrillas. A number of 
wagouB hod been burned, while a few re- 
mained uninjured. Half a dozen dead 
mules were lying around, while a few- 
others were (luietly cropping tho grass. 
Tho moat horrible sight was three of our 
men lying on the grounil dead — one with 
his head split open with an axe — to all ap- 
pearances bmtally murdered. Bconts were 
immediately sent out, and shortly returned 
bringing a man whom they found at a 
house near by. 

At first ho denied having had anything to 
do with the attack. After being questioned 
closely, however, ho admitted that ho was 
aware of Uie intentions of the party which 
mode the attack, but had no power to pre- 
vent it. Five minutes were allowed liim to 

repare fur death, which had the effect of 

ringing out his poUtical sentiments. The 
moments of grace were spent in cursing 
the “ Vanks.” Seven balls through his 
breast soon sent him to account fur it be- 
fore a higher tribunal. 

• • • • • 

Thursday, June 2.— Reveille at 1 A M. 
On tho march at daylight Reached the 
bank of the North Anna by 9, and crossed 
at 11 o'clock. At 2 P. M., arrived at Han- 
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over Court House, hnvin$; tniveled wveml 
miles off the direct road, heinff led by a 
guide whose proclivities were a little of the 
“sccesh order,” and who conld not resist 
the temptation of leading the train where 
it would stand a fair chance of being cap- 
tured. The plan was discovered in time, 
and the man properly taken care of. 

At Hanover Court House were stationed 
the cavaliy pickets on the extreme right of 
Oen. Grant’s Army, which caused us to 
feel that we were near onr journey’s end. 
Parking the train, the teams were fed, and 
preparations were mailo for passing the 
night comfortably, with a heavy rain jamr- 
ing down. At G P. M., however, such hap- 
py thoughts were di.spelled, by the order 
to "hitch-up immediately.” In a great 
hurry the train was put in motion, which 
continued through the night, the teams 
being driven on a trot wherever the condi- 
tion of the road allowed it. At daylight, 
halted three miles from Old Church, and 
remained in park a few hours, when the 
firing being rather too near, a move was 
made towards the rear fur about a mile, 
where wo were out of range. The flghting 
continued all day, during which I i.ssued to 
various surgeons the goods remaining in 
the wagons. 

Saturday, June 14th. — Ton miles from 
White House. At 9 A. M. stjirtc<l, and on 
the road all day, arriving at dark, when I 
reported to Dr. Dougla-s. 

The balance of the train arrived two 
days before, having come down the north 
bank of the Pamunkey, a much shorter 
route than that by which we came. 

Everything in the train was in good order, 
owing to the efficiency of the Wagon Mas- 
ter, Clarke Emmons. 

Fbom White House to City Point. 

« » » « « 

After the arrival of the Commission train 
at White House, the wagons were engaged 
in hauling stores to the front to supply the 
various hospitals and the wagons in tho 
Field Belief Corps. 

On tho 19th ultimo, there were remain- 
ing at White House sixteen four-horse 
wagons — the balance of the train having 
been sent to the front several days pre- 
vious, with orders to follow the army across 
tho Peninsul i to tho new base, wherever it 
might be. Tho boats of the Commiasion 
left a week previous, and I was waiting tho 
first opportunity to start with tho remain- 
ing wagons. 

Having been assigned a position in the 
Cavalry Corp’s train, I drew the wagons in 
their proper place, and with others, pa- 
tiently w.iited the return of Gen. Sherman’s 
command, which was on a raid in the direc- 
tion of Staunton, and which was to escort 
the train. On Sunday, (19th ultimo,) he 
was reported to have arrived at Dunkirk, 



eighteen miles north of White House, and 
was expected in the next day. 

Monilay morning, shortly after daylight, 
the entire camp was aroused by volleys of 
musketry and cannonading, but a heavy 
mist jircvcnted anything being seen beyond 
a few rods. 

Biding out to tho outer line of intrench- 
ments, I found the troops in line expecting 
an attack. The enemy had dr.ven in the 
pickets, wounding one and capturing sev- 
eral. Beturning to camp, I found that no 
orders had as yet been received; but in 
view of a sudden move, I had tho teams 
watered and everything packed ready to h« 
loaded. .At G.30 A. M., orders were received 
to hitoh-up, and move the train across tho 
river over the railroad bridge. After re- 
maining there a few minutes watching the 
enemy, who np])cared to bo very bu.sy 
abont something, we .saw their artillery run 
out from the woods and nnlimbered. Im- 
mediately they o|)cned fire from six guns, 
posted by sections in three different places, 
paying their compliments to the train which 
was huddled together on the open plain, 
presenting a Iseautifnl mark. 

* * « » a 

While here fourteen shells pas.sed through 
the train, only two of which took effect, one 
striking a team horse and killing him; and 
the other passing through a wagon ami out 
by the driver, doing no damage. 

None of the men were injured, althongh 
sevend had narrow escapes. 

By one o’clock tho entire train was over 
the river in a place of safety, and the firing 
nearly ceased, tho enemy having lost a cais- 
son, and apparently had rather the worst 
of the fight. 

Sheridan’s command arrived during the 
afternoon and attacked the rebels, and by 
night succeeded in driving them beyond 
Tunstall’s Station, on the Bichmond and 
York Biver Bailroad. 

The following day the wounded of tho 
cavalry began to arrive. Mrs. Husband 
and Aliss Hancock, of Philadelphia, imme- 
diately began to prepare food for them. 
Happily we weee able to supply them with 
plenty of crackers, milk, stimulants, and 
canned meats. For several days previous 
to this these two ladies had nnr.sed and fed 
some twenty or thirty sick in the 13th Ohio 
cavalry. 

In feeding these men onr own rations 
were used, so that we wore compelled to 
draw from tho commissary. 

On tho 22d the train re-ero.ssed the river, 
and remained near tho landing until 12 
o’clock, (midnight,) when the entire com- 
mand began to move. The train, consist- 
ing of 8G0 wagons, stretched out along the 
road for eight or nine miles, and required 
nearly four hours for all of it to get in 
motion, con.so<iuontly, as the Commission 
train brought up the rear, it did not start 
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untU daylight. Reaching New Kent Court 
House about m«)n, a short halt was ujado 
to feed and rest. At 2 P. M , the march 
wa-s remmed, ami continued to the Chick- 
ahominy, which was crossed at Jones’ 
Bridge. 

The train parked for the night on the 
south bank of tlie river, with plenty of 
wood and water near at hand. 

The advanee had eonsiderahle skirmish- 
ing this day with the enemy, in which the 
2ttth colored regiment behaved well for 
their tirst fight, charging and driving the 
rebels. 

Thursday, 2Jd.— The order of march was 
to Charles City Court House, then on the 
river roiul, via Westover Church and Shir- 
ley to Hawaii's, on the Janies. The train 
was in motion at 2 A. M., and marched 
about five miles, when a hidt was ordered, 
which continued several hours, until the 
ro.nl could be cleared of the enemy, who 
was making strenuous efforts to cut and 
capture the train. • 

After six hours we started again, passing 
through Charles City Court House and 
along the river road, but the enemy finally 
compelled the train to haul in close to the 
river at a ])lace called Wilcox’s Landing, 
where preparations were made for passing 
the night. That night 1 sent a uoie by a 
tug going up, to Dr. Dougins, announcing 
our safe arrival. 

Before the men hatl finished supper, 
orders were received to hitch up and get 
out of that place as soon os possible. March- 
ing down the river by the road wo came, 
and bearing to the right at Charle.s City 
Court House. M,>riiing found us at a place 
culled Wyanoke. 

The lighting of yesterday was very heavy, 
and our loss considerable, especially in 
Gregg’s command. 

At Wyanoke, boats wore in readiness to 
ferry the wagons across the river. The 
Commission train tvns the first to cross. 
On the south bunk were two canal boats, 
over which the horses and wagons had to 
be landed. The drivers went to work with 
a will, and in an hour’s time built a sub- 
stantial bridge, by which the train was 
safely put ashore. 

The heat that day was intense, and three 
of the teamsters were overcome by the 
effects of the sun, but soon recovered. 

Selecting a good camping ground, we 
made preparations to stay a few days, pro- 
vided the rebels did not interfere, which 
we could not have offered much opposition 
to, as not one man had been sunt over to 
raard the wagons. The same afternoon 
Mr. Anderson came down on the tug Cur- 
tin, bringing a supply of rations fur the 
men, and of stores for the wounded in the 
ho^itols on the other side of the river. 

The next day, (Sunday,! Dr. Douglas 
came down on the propeller Thompson, 



and pro|>oscd sending down boats the next 
day to carry the horses and wagons up to 
City Point, deeming it unsafe to attempt to 
go lip the road without a guard. It was 
uece.ssary to have the wagons at City Point 
as soon as possible, to haul to the front 
stores which were rapidly accumulating 
there. 

Ascertaining from contrabands in tho 
vicinity that no rebels had been seen 
around there fur several days, and sup- 
posing there were none there, from the 
fact of their not showing themselves when 
twenty of them could have captured the 
train, I cuuchided to start in the morning 
Olid take the chances. There were two 
Government wagons waiting to go through 
with the mail. .loining with them we raised 
quite a forniidalile party — and at daybreak 
on Monday started, and arrived at City 
Point at b.3U -A. M., without any adventure. 

To Messrs. DiHililtle, Davis, and Oscar 
Little, I am much indebted for the kind as- 
sistance they have rendered on tho march. 



SPECIAL RELIEF-HOMES AND LODGES. 

WlSHlNaTOX. 

Mr. Abbott reports of the work accomplished 
at the Special Relief Office at AVashiiigton, and 
the Homes and Lodges under bis supervision, 
for the quarter ending June 30th, 1H04: 

SrixiAi, Eeuet OmcK. 

Dischanjtd Suldiers. 

Number of discharged soldiers whose papers 

have been received and acted upon 

Nnmber of cases adjusted and applicants 

paid 326 

Amount collected for the three hundred and 
twenty six applicants $43,937.30 

Paci Pat. ' 

Number of applications from men in hospitals 
for aid in obtaining the back pay due 

them 670 

Number of certificates secured for back 

pay 657 

Amount secured on certificates $25,107.40 

Navai, Clahis. 

Number of naval claims filed 63 

Nnmber adjusted 43 

Amount collected on naval claims. . .$ 5,525.01 
Total amount collected for the quarter, 
through the agency of the office. .$76,591.11 
Number of drafts secured and forwarded . . 151 
Amount of the 154 drafts $13,964.96 

The number who are availing themselves of 
this privilege, afforded by the Commission, of 
sending their money home by drafts, thus sav- 
ing them the risk of losing or having it swis- 
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died from them, is increasing. During the last 
month the number is nearly twice os great as 
any month previous. 

CoitRnpo]n>SNCB. 

Number of letters written in adjusting the cases 
acted upon, of sufficient importance to 

make a copy necessary 1,6T>5 

A large number have been written, of which 
no copy has been taken. 

Pkksion OincK. 

Number of pension claims filed 367 

Number of claims for arrears of pay and 

bounty 47 

Claims for pensions completed and allowed 189 

Claims for arrears of pay and bounty allow- 
ed. 6 

Claims for pensions rejected Cl 

Nomber of Idiera written in full in adjust- 
ing tbe above cases 476 

Blanks filled 689 

Whole number of letters 1,1C6 

The IIoue. 

The report of Mr. P. J. McHenry, Assistant 
Superintendent, shows the Amount of work ac- 
complished at the Home, for the last quarter, 
to be as follows: 

Whole number admitted 2,693 

Number of lodgings furnished 7,767 

Number of meals furnished 18,190 

Ho3fE FOB SoBDIims' WlTES AND MoTDCBS. 

Number admitted 444 

AVomen 333 

Children. Ill 

Number of meals furnished for May and 

June 2,797 

Number of lodgings famished for May and 
June 1,017 

Lodge No. 4. 

Number of meals furnished to soldiers 

and ambulance drivers 20,510 

Number of lodgings. . , 4,706 

Mr. John Kane. Superintendeut of the Lodge 
since July 10, 1863, was discharged on the 23d 
of June, for disloyal utterances His services 
and managenient of the Lodge were entirely 
satisfactory, but his sentiments were altogether 
too*^ rebellious to bo tolerated during the last 
few weeks of his servicea 

Mr. John Savall was placed temporarily in 
eharge, and thus far I am well pleased with his 
management of the Lodge. 

Lodge No. 5. 

The work of this XiOdge has been principally 
the Aunishing of food, coffee, lemonadoi and 



stimulants to the sick and wounded, arriving 
on the cars and hospital boats and transports, 
and while waiting to be removed to General 
Hospital. Not less than seventy or eighty bar- 
rels of crackers, and from six to eight thousand 
gallons of coffee, chocolate, lemonade and stim- 
ulants have been distributed to the aick and 
wounded from this Lodge. 

At-bxakdbia Lodos. 

The importance of this Lodge bos greatly di- 
minished since the army moved its base of sup- 
plies from the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. 
Hoaever, its r< cords will show that more than 
20,000 soldiers, sick and wounded, have been 
provided with food and drinks from this Lodge, 
and more than 1,000 lodged during the last 
quarter. 

The wounded that have been brought up on 
the hoKpitol boats and transports, and sent 
into the general hospital of Alexandria, have 
all been provided with food and stimulants 
from this Lodge, whenever they have required 
them. 

Home foe IxTAr.ii> Soldiebs, Baltimore. 

This Home has not been in operation two 
months, yet its record shows the following 
amount of work accomplished since it was 



opened: 

Number of soldiers admitted 32 

Number of soldiers wives admitted 30 

Number of refugees admitted 27 

Total.. 89 

' Number of meals furnished 616 

Number of lodgings furnished . .187 

I Number furnished Government transporta'n 23 
Number furnished transportation by the 
Commission. 19 



The Home is situated at No. 62 Conway 
Street, near the Camden station; a convenient 
two-story brick house, well arranged for the 
work, for which a rent of $350 per year is to be 
paid. It baa accommodations for about fifty 
persona. 

The number of meals furnished at the Homes 
and Lodges in this city, Alexandria and Balti- 
more, during the last quarter, of which a record 
has been kept, was 42,112; number of lodgings, 
14,677. The number of meals does not include 
the tbousanda that have been fed at the rail- 
road HtatioRA and boat landings in this city 
and Alexandria, while waiting to be removed 
to General Hospitals. 

Thi.s report of the operations of the Special 
Relief Office and the several Homes and Lodges, 
is far from being complete. There are thon- 
sanda of little acts of kindness, relief and aid 
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fornitihed which really make up the best pari 
of the special relief work, that it is impoesible 
to enter into onr records and consequently the 
most interesting portion of the work is nerer 
exhibited in a report 

In conclusion, it is a pleasant duty to bear 
testimony to the faithfulness and zeal of my 
aasocitttea in the work of special relief, in the 
performance of their duty, and also the uniform 
kindness aith which we hare been treated by 
the officers and clerks in the various depart- 
ments of the Government, and all others with 
whom our busiuesg has brought us in contact. 

Homs Ho6Pxtai«. 

Surgeon Nichols reports of the Homo Hos- 
pital under his charge for the month of June, 



lhC4: 

Cases treated 183 

Different diseases 18 

States represented. 17 

Deaths 2 

Visits to Soldiers’ Best 10 

Outside prescriptions. GO 

Wounds dressed 500 



NEW OBLEXXS. 

Mr. Bullard reports: 

The Soldiers’ Home has been eminently suc- 
cessful during the past month, and its utility 
has manifested itself with unusual force at this 
particular reason, when, on account of the ad- 
vancing hot weather, many men were being 
furloughed and discharged from the different 
sections of the Department, of course daily 
gathering in New Orleans, to secure their pay 
and transportation. It is painful to think of 
the suffering that must have resulted from the 
entire absence of any such source of relief in 
this city last summer. Our experience this year 
is an iudex, in a degree, of what must have been 
lost year; and probably the active campaign 
towards and at Puri Hudson last year brought 
a large number of men to this city, who found 
neither Soldiers’ Home nor other source of re- 
lief. in a community for the most part literally 
Bte^sh. 

The various movements of the army within 
the last few weeks, the apparent necessity to 
fui lough or discharge many from the large 
numbers of men alrea<lj broken down by dis- 
ease in this trying climate, and the recent in- 
termptions in the nsnol moans of transporta- 
tion, resulting from the seizure of boi>ts for mil- 
itary purposes, have so crowded the Home that 
1 found it nocesaary to enlarge the means of 
aocommodatiom More particularly the hospi- 
tal ward was found insufficient Some of the 
furlonghed and discharged men from the regi- 



ments were barely able to reach the city, and 
in many cases they have been compelled to re- 
main with us several days, waiting for pay or 
transportation. The only apparent remedy 
seemed to be to hire the building between the 
Soldiers’ Home and onr office. This additional 
building costs the Commission $30 per month. 

The expenses of the Homo have been larger 
the post mouth than nsual. We have hod more 
men to care for, and there have been more sick 
on our bauds than during any month hereto- 
fore. Mr. Weaver and all the employieg have 
worked faithfully, and have done themselves 
credit by their ready efforts to help the sick 
and needy. Our faithful little matron. Miss 
James, has been untiring in her attention to the 
sick, and many a poor fellow has leB the Home, 
blessing her for her kindness. 

It may be neccRsary to modify operations in 
the matter of exchanging certain rations, which 
heretofbre have helped reduce the expenses of 
the Home. 

I enclose Mr. Weaver’s report It speaks for 
itself, and shows a good month’s record. 

The whole amount of rations bought and 
issued to the men going home, via Cairo and 
New York, in June, is $508. G3; of this amount, 
$501,65 was refunded by those having money. 
About thirty men, who were destitute, have 
been fumibhed with similar rations, at a cost 
of $07 to the special relief fond. Some of these 
cases were sick furloughed men, who could not 
cat the coarse Govcmuient rations usually 
drawn on furloughs. I think these funds buy* 
been well and charitably invested. ^ 

In the office w*ork of the special relief indi- 
vidual coses of advice and assistance, aside 
from mere collection of pa)*, arc constantly in- 
creasing. Much that is per])lexing and un- 
pleasant helps fill the doily office experience. 
Knuugh success crowns our efforts to bring in- 
creasing numbers of applicants. 

During the month 1C5 cases have passed 
through the office for collection of pay. Amount 
collected, $2C, 649.10. 

During the month of Juno the number of 
admissions has been 9C8; of meals furnished, 
5,713; of lodgiugs, 17,193. Amount of money 
deposited for safe keeping, $32,396.48. 

XCEKFHia. 

During the month ending July 3d the num- 
ber of admissions has been 1,592; of meals fuv- 
nished, 3,894; of lodgings, 918; the amount of 
pay collected and paid over, $832.39. 

KASHVILU, 

During the month ending July 2d the num- 
ber of admissions hss been 3,204; of meals fur- 
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nishtd, U.021; oflodgings. 3,413. Transporta- 
tion luiH been procured for 2.4.S2; and tho 
amount of pay collected and paid over baa been 
$2,0(13.48. 

CUBO. 

During tbo month ending June 27 tbe num- 
ber of admissions bas been O.C'Jfi; of meals fur- 
nisbed, 14,tH<!; of lodgings, 3,338; and trans- 
portation bas been furuisbed for 28U, 

DETROIT. 

11,88,5 meals and 4,704 lodgings have been 
furnislicd. 

THE S.INITABV AND CHRI.STI.VN COM- 
MliSblONS. 

Rev. J. P. Thompson, of Xew York, hav- 
ing lately retuructl from a vi.sit to Gomjrul 
Shennan’s army, a.s a delegate of the Chris- 
tian Commission, has written for tho Von- 
greyaliomilhl several articles, giving an ac- 
oonnt of hi.s experience at the front. J)r. 
Thompson had very favorable opportuni- 
ties for seeing the method.s and working of 
both the Sanitary and Christian Commis- 
sions, although his stay was short. Ue 
was pre.seut at the battle of Resaca, and 
had much to do in alleviating the suffer- 
ings of the wounded, and in soothing the 
spirits of the dying. He was in many hos- 
pitals all the way from I.ouisville down, 
and saw and helped with his wonls of 
good cheer many siiji and discouraged 
soldiers. 

Dr. Thompson’s opinions are so widely 
and so highly vitlued, that the following 
extract from one of his communications to 
tho Conip-egationalitl will be read with in- 
terest by all the friends of tire soldiers who 
wisli them to receive the largest benefit 
possible from the efibrts made in their be- 
half.'' Dr. Thompson says of the two Com- 
missions: 

Our personal observation, and an exten- 
sive comparison of views with those most 
competent to judge, have convinced us 
that some arrangement must bo made at 
headquarters of the Christian and .Sanitary 
Commissions, to ensure their harmonious 
working upon the field. In the \Vcst this 
harmony already exists to a commendable 
degree. It is favored by the leading minds 
of both Commissions, and is practically 
hindered only by the incompetent or ill- 
odrised subordinates of either. 

A few simple facts and princijdes in this 
matter are so obvious, that the public will 
insist ujxm their being regarded by the 
two Commissions, 



1. The work of the Sanitary Commission 
is iudisjiensable to tho best physical condi- 
tion of the army, and to the prompt succor 
and relief of the wounded. 

2. Its purely humane object enables it 
to appeal to the widest range of sympa- 
thies, and to draw from the amplest field 
of resources. 

3. Its thorough systemir.ntion enables it 
to act with a high degree of efiiciency, and 
with a small })ercentage of waste. 

4. Its principle of distribution, through 
the ofticial requisition of the medical direc- 
tion of the army, with a limited discretion 
of personal distribution by its agents, is 
obviously the sound principle, and secures 
to this Commission the lu-opcr facilities for 
access to the army. 

6. The com])o.sition of the Commi.ssion 
is a guaranty against either secturiauisui or 
irreligion in its prevailing tone. That some 
members of the Commis,siou may have 
sought to give it a sectarian bios is jmssi- 
ble; that some of its agents have been men 
of irreligiims character is true; but these 
are evils that can and will be rectified by 
the Commission itself under the healthy 
action of public opinion. 

(i. The Cfiiristian Commission is of incal- 
culable importance to the moral and .spir- 
itual welfare of the army. It can hardly 
be over estimated. For its long winter 
ministrations when the army is in quarters, 
and fur its steady work in hosjiitals, as also 
for the general superiutcudence of a de- 
Jiartmcut, it should have men of wisdom 
and experience, who will devote their time 
to the work for months and even for years. 
Such men are the Rev. E. P. Smith at 
Nashville, and his worthy coadjutor, Mr. 
Ewing. Some, however, have been cm- 
jiloyed in this work who hud nothing to 
recomnniid them but religious zeal. The 
special ministration of the Commission 
when the army is in an active camjiaign, 
opens a field for temporary agents, and es- 
IH-cially for pastors, who know how to deal 
with the souls of men, under every variety 
of experience. 

7. To further their spiritual ministra- 
tions, the agents of the Christian Commis- 
sion should be furnished with sanitary 
stores, and should be able to contribute to 
the pliysical comfort of tho soldiere upon 
rpiiil lemii with the agents of the &.mitary 
(hmmission, 

8. But in order to do this, it is not neces- 
sary that there should be two sets of ware- 
houses, two systcms’of transportation, two 
distributing agencies over all the army 
field, nor that the Christian Commission 
should enter into competition with tho 
Sanitary Commission in raising material 
stores for the army. A compact can be 
made l>etween tho two Commissions by 
which the agents of the Christian Commis- 
sion shall draw supplies from the Sanitary, 
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us a matter of mle nml of ri^ht, to be dis- 
tributed under regulations jointly agreed 
upon. 

9. By this system the Christian Commis- 
sion Clin stand before the churches tipon 
the high ground of its blessed spiritual 
■work, and for this it will draw to it all the 
resouri'cs that it can possibly expend. 

10. Pa-stors and churches must and will 
insist upon this common sense economy in 
the iidmiiii.stration of these two great kin- 
dred charities- All which is submitted 
with deference to whom it may concern. 

New York, June 6. 



THE ^VESTEK^■ DEPAETMENT. 

The following extracts from the reports 
of our agents will serve to give an idea of 
how our work is progressing in this quarter: 
M. C. Re.vd. 

cnATrxsoooA, -ru> i, 1SS4. 

I have telegraphed yon in regard to a 
supply of smoking and chewing tobacco, 
and a supply of anti seorbuticsat thisjmint. 
Tobacco may seem to be of little import- 
ance, but very many of the men have been 
long accustomed to its use; they have been 
fighting almost constantly for weeks, con- 
structing earth-works at night, sleeping in 
the trenches, and with arms in their hands 
most of the time. Sutlers are not allowcAl 
to follow the army, and men have no 
means of supplying themselves with this 
article which custom has made a necessity. 
Ought we not to furnish it for them? 

The want of vegetable food is a more 
serious matter still. The constant excite- 
ment and constant labor of the campaign, 
arc telling upon the strength and health of 
the men. “ Scurvy” is becoming a frequent 
wonl in hospital reports, and calls from the 
front for vegetables for distribution to the 
regiiuenta are becoming very urgent. Yes- 
terday a surgeon came in on order from 
General Thomivs, for transportation for 
three c.ar loads of sanitary stores for his 
division. 

Our elTorts have been so long directed 
for providing for the wounded and sick, 
that we had nothing to send. 

So urgent is the demand, that after ad- 
■vising with Dr. Wright, the Assistant 
Medic.al Director, I have ordered i>ne car 
loiwl, (three hundred bushels of onions,) to 
bo gathered from tho garden to-morrow, 
and sent forward to the regiments needing 
them most; true, in threp weeks these 
three hundred bushels would make six 
hundred or more, if allowed to mature, but 
I believe they will be of more value now 
than they would then. Ten thousand bar- 
rels of pickles, kraut, and cabbage, with a 
good supply of ale. would be worth ten 
thousand men if they could be got to the 

You L— No. 19. 38 



army at once. Cannot something be done 
in this matter, and at once? 

1 am confident I can get transportation 
for that amount immediately, and that it 
can bo pushed promptly through ami dis- 
tributed to the men. It will involve a 
large outlay, but it will pay, and a thou- 
s.ind fold, if it can only l>e done. If a move- 
ment is made in this direction, and you 
will telegraph me how many cars are need- 
ed, and where, I have no doubt but that 
the neces-sary orders can be secured to ob- 
tain them promptly, or you can doubtless 
secure them through tho Assistant Burgeon 
General. 

Mr. Sutliffe and Rev. O. Kennedy have 
reported, and go down to-iiight, one to 
take charge of the station at Dalton, and 
the other at Kingston. We have three 
stations (at Kingston, Dalton, and Re.saca,) 
for feeding the wounded in transit from 
the front, while the prompt attention that 
all rto-’ivo on arriving here, through ar- 
rangements made by the Post Medical Di- 
rector, Dr. F. Salter, renders additional 
help at this point to the men coming in 
and going out unnwessary. Tho prepara- 
tions are now ample for securing refri-sh- 
ments to the men in transit, and there 
can bo no just complaints, cxccitt in rare 
instances. 

For tho wounderl, we need milk and beef 
in large quantities, and largo shipments of 
stores, in variety. Beef is indispensable 
at all stations for the refreshment of the 
wounded, ns it can bo promptly prepared, 
and there are many who can take liyle 
else. 

I have such word from tho front that I 
shall delay sending the onions for a day or 
two. But all reports confirm the idea that 
it is essential that something on a large 
SAiole bo done for tho men not yet sick. 

Dr. Rrad. 

la Tax Tikld, skae Kaaouw Ut. 

So far as I could by telegraiih, I inform- 
ed you why I took tho responsibility of 
coming here, instead of meeting you in 
Nashville, as directed. 

Telegrams from tho Medical Director, 
asking us to aid in feeding the wounded to 
be sent back immediately, and again the 
groat numlier of wounded, seemed to me 
to require all my attention here. 

The fet'ding of the wounded on tho road 
from Big Shanty to Chattanooga is now, 
perhaps, tho most important part of our 
work. Tho trains are run with great irreg- 
ularity, being sometimes forty-eight hours 
in making a hundred miles. I'he men have 
been sent sometimes without nttions, and 
have not been always sure of drawing them 
on tho way. Such is the irregularity that 
it is deemed necessary to kec-p open three 
refreshment stations, one at Kingston, at 
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Qiiil nt Dalton. Mr. Eiio liiw uii- 
dertiiken to suiwrilitfr J this work, uuil to lio 
it rca.sonaUy well will n'<|iiiro gr*'Ut l■lIort, 
ns we Imvo liot iiml cannot iinincdiati-ly ob- 
tain snflicicnt cm)king utensils. We make 
beef soup, coffee, ami milk punch, iiiul fur- 
nish soft enu-kers. Soiuetiini-s the trains 
cannot stop h>ng cnonRli, ami thus we arc 
defenteil in our bc.st efforts. Jlnl applica- 
tion has bts-n made to the Medical Director 
to secure a longer stoppage of trains. 

I lind a large general hospital at Dig 
Shanty. The surgeon in charge. Dr. 
Woodward, offered me rooms, and I sent 
back to .\eworth for stores, us the wants of 
this hospital, and the gradual advance of 
otir army, sr-emed to demand that our 
stores should be brought nearer. 

Mr. Tone I found ipiite unwell. Mr. 
Mason goes to his aid. I also telegraphed 
our iigents in Stevemson and Huntsville to 
come to Chattanooga, bringing all that be- 
longs to the Commission; they are wanted 
much more hero now. 

Tho sick and wounded arc to bo sent 
back ns soon as ■ pos.sil>le, but only that 
they may make room for others. Tho 
campaign is arduous iH-yond de.seription. 
Tliere is a good deal of scurvy among tho 
men. Everything possible should bo done 
to tiring forwanl stores, csius-ially milk, 
beef, and crackers. 

Theso are the staple articles. So far, wo 
have clothing sufficient, and no more men 
need Im- sent back without a change, if 
really de.stituU*. 

Fans are much in demand. Ice nt Chat- 
tanfogn is a great blessing, and is faithfully 
appr«i|)riated. It has come through in good 
condition, with little waste. 

Within a few days nt furthest, large de- 
mands are likely to be made on us for 
stores, and everr thing po‘-.siblo should bo 
done to btrnish means for curing or pre- 
venting sc irvy ns well a-s for taking care of 
the wounded. 

Eev. Mn. IsonsHAM. 

Nakiiviluc, Jufy 1, ISCi. 

Ono who is earnestly engaged in tho 
work of the Sanitary Commission finds but 
little time to write. There is so much to 
be done, such a field of labor before him, 
tlint ho begrudges tho very time it takes to 
write, for ns long as ho can move, he feels 
that ho must bo nt work, doing some one 
good, and when he can no longer work, 
then he cannot write, and yet writing is 
work, and a good work. 

There are many incidents every day 
ix*curring which, if recorded and publish- 
ed, would make tho hearts of the soldiers’ 
friends most gratified. 

An instance of this kind occurred to-day. 
It had been telegrn|)hed early in the morn- 
ing to the Medical Director and to tho 



Sanitary Commission, that trains of wound- 
ed men would be in during the day. .At 
once the Sanitary Commission made ita 
arrangements to receive them with some 
little refreshments. 

Drs. Castleman and Webster, two gentle- 
men untiring in their labors nt all times for 
the sick and wounded, obtained a detail of 
half a dttzen soldiers to assist, with one or 
two of the young men of the Commis.sion, 
and hastened to the depot. There were 
nlnaidy their boxes and barrels, their buck- 
ets and cups. Very soon the barrels were 
filled with water and ice. Baskets were 
filli’d with fine soda and other delicate 
crackers. Cans of coinlensed milk were 
opemsl and poured into buckets. Then 
bottles of pure whisky were emptied into 
a barn 1 of iced wat<‘r, and when this was 
sufficiently strong, then the milk was ])our- 
ed in, stirred up, and presto! — there was a 
I barrel of the finest iced milk punch — imnch 
that made aomo of the gasping bystamlers 
almost wish that they themselves wero 
wounded in their country’s cause. 

Si'.srci'ly were the preparations comple- 
ted than a train came rushing u]> to tho 
idatform. This in a few minutes time was 
followed by another, and then not long 
after, bv a thinl, the whole number of 
woundci\ bi-ing between three and four 
hundreil; and this is the way they have 
been coming in hero for a week or two 
jiast For they are clearing out all tho 
hos]>itnls nt the front, tho.se who can bo 
moved, as well as sending up the later cases 
of men slightly woiimled. 

Ono of these trains was tho regular Hos- 
pital 'I’rain, containing one hundred and 
twenty-live patients, (forty-two €>f these 
having each lost an arm, and twenty-threo 
having each lost a leg.) under the charge of 
Dr. Barimin, and whose wounded Imvo 
therefore needed but litih* nt our hands. 
Every man had been carefully watched and 
jirovidcd for tho whole distance from f’hat- 
tanoopr through. Tlie other cars w ere box 
or freight cars, some of them with rough 
seats made of boards nailed temporarily to 
elects, and others were provided with shuck 
mattresses, on which the worst wonmled 
wero laiil. There were sixteen of theso 
cars in one train, and all filled with wouml- 
ed men. These cars are very close and hot. 
There are no conveniences for sick men — 
no communication from one car to another, 
and when the train is in motion, if water or 
food is to be taken to the men. it has to bo 
carried along the top of the cars, and then 
handed in nt the little windows nt cither 
end, or reached down into the doorway, 
and of course, with the best of surgeons 
and nurses, but little can be done for their 
comfort; and when tho trip, which is sel- 
dom less than twenty-four hours from Chat- 
tanooga. is unusually long, tho suffering is 
very great. 
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Ou one of trains tliatcamo in with- 
in a (lay or two, Hit* men had had nothing 
to eat for twenty-four hours. Tiio Sanita- 
ry Commission had provided refreshments 
at one of the stdioiis, Imt through some 
cause tlie train did not stop. 

Yon can easily imagine how suoli refresh- 
ments a.s those above mentioned were re- 
ceived at the depot here, lieiiigsosimple, 
all of both sick ami wounded could p irtuko 
of th<*m. Ah soon as the train stopped, 
oacli car w.is enbTed with a basket of eraek- 
crs, and a basket of jjuueli. Tlie crackers 
were tirst distrilyited. The poor fellow.s 
BOemed thoroughly exliaiisted. They look- 
ed 8ur]>i ised at our entrance, but said noth- 
ing. “Hivo you had anything to 
laUdy ?” Not since yesbu’day noon. “Have 
you liad any water ?” Yes, home. “Well, 
here are a few crackers for you." “Thank 
you." They were too miudi exhausted to 
waste strength in words. A largt* hamlfiil 
was given to **ach oiaii, as ho stretched out 
his h and for them, or asked to have them 
laid at his side. 

Then, “here is some milk for yon." 
Again a few fr-ehle “I thank yim’a,” aa cups 
brimrains; full were handled to each man. 
One "ooil swallow and a change came over 
them. “That’s first rate.” “ Uiilly for 
yon — hav’iit tasted anything so good in a 
year,” &o., .kc. One of them wins an Irish- 
man; he drank and smacked his lips, and 
says he, “that in guoil milk,” it tastes jnst 
like the milk from mv own mother’s cow. 
“ I reckon it does,''^ answercil another, 
“ for y<‘r own mother’s cow wins a whiskey 
barrel, wasn’t it ?” .Vtid so their jokes and 
spirits rose, as they felt the effect of the 
stimulating “ sinrits ” that had gone down. 
Now all this was bnt a comparatively little 
work, and one hardly worth writing abtjiit, 
only that it is jnst such little attentions on 
the part of the Sanitary Commission or any 
one else, and attentions wliich tln-y who 
bestow do not like to write about, that the 
friends of the soldiers at home desire to 
know are given, and the knowledge of 
wliich gladdens and encourages their 
hearts. • 



Rev. J. H. Haeex. 

XAaaTii.tJi, June 251A, 18S4. 

After my trip in the hospital train, which 
I have already noticed, according to your 
request, I reported to judge Root, nt Nash- 
ville, who sent mo forward to Chattanooga. 
On arriving, I rceoivoil a telegram from 
Dr. Read, then at Ilalton, calling; for all 
the help that could be spared. 1 started 
immediately, arriving at Ualton at 10 P. 
M. ; found that Dr. Read had already nine 
wagons loaded with battle-stores for tho 
field, which he requested me to take charge 



of and go forw:ird to the battle ground of 
the previous day, near Resaca. .A.liout 11 
I’. M. , in company with Mr. Bnmdritt, Po- 
cock, 5Inrr.iy and others, we started., trav- 
eling all night, mo.st of the distance on 
halt. We arrived jnst at daylight nt the 
liospitnl of the 3d Division of the-llh Corps. 
Left Mr. Pocoek with a wagon-load of 
stores and proceeded to the 1st Division. 
Left Murray witli another load and went 
to the 3il Division, where I remained with 
two loads, one for reserved supplies, and 
sent Mr. llruudritt with three other men 
to the 2tld Corps. 

I eoiiimencssl my work of distrilmtion, 
and eontiiined it personally until all of my 
division wins n-ell supplied. I thi-n took a 
list of all casualties in my division, four 
liuiidred and tbirty-sught names, made my 
report to Mr. Ilohlit, and remained with 
my division until the hospital was broken 
up. 1 then snimrintemled the removal of 
the men to the railroad at Resaea, furnish- 
ing every one not able to sit up with a good 
comfortahlo bed, and making others ns 
comfortable ns possible under the cirenm- 
staucA's. Hiving sent bank tho wimuded 
from Resaca, I secured rooms, ajid, in com- 
pany with our good and mo.st efficient 
agent, Air. Tone, cleared them and opened 
tho goisls we had left, for the purpose of 
feeding tho men on tho way to Clialtanoo- 
ga. At the request of A. A. Medical Di- 
rector, Dr. Hiihimrd, and of Dr. CooliJgo, 
Medical Inspector, I superintended the 
loading of tlio cars with the womided, and 
in two days we transported more than two 
thousand men. 

This work done, a good supply of stores 
having arrivcil, Mr. 'foue and 1 tiiriiod our 
attention to furnishing the hospitals about 
town and in the field. While engaged in 
this work, I received a t«-legr.im from yon, 
directing me to report to Dr. Jl.iriinni for 
duty on Ini.'-pital train, whii h order I o’oey- 
ed forthwith, and ever since have been 
doing what I could as an assistant. 

Mn. CuniiEirrsoN. 

KsovriLL*, /sne 3K1, ISSi. 

I am sorry to inform you tliat the gar- 
den will not bn so much of a 8ucc<'s.s as 
others and I have anticipated, the groniid 
lining much poorer than it was thought to 
be when selected. Bc.sides, thowitrmsand 
bugs have been very numerous, so mneh so 
as to destroy even onions and beets — a 
thing I never knew before. 

The first beans 1 iilanted failed to come 
up, bnt the second planting are up nicely. 
Had the first come up and ilono well, I 
think that I could have issued at lea t a 
hunilred bn.shels a wei'k, for the last two 
and tho coming two weeks. The I'tt: co 
and radishes proved almost an oiitir.! f.,.1 
nre, seed being bad, and the grotmd poor. 
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OnionH will kIiow, prrlmps, ft third of s 
crop; dry weather, togelhei with the worms 
which eat off the tup roots, having iienrl.v 
destroyed them. Pens did as well iis coiihl 
be expected in such ground, ami I am 
sorry that I had no seed to plant a late 
patch. The “boys” enjoyed what there 
were much, and often speak of the la-netit 
derived from the Sanitary Comuiission. 

Early cabbages are looking flnidy. The 
past few days there has been a small black 
bug working ou them, but 1 think that they 
will come out all right as they have so gixal 
a start. Tomatoes look very well, and I 
have some five acres in. Potatoes, I hope, 
will be a fine crop; it, of course, depends 
on the future season entirely; ticy have j 
suffered much and still do. I have ground j 
prepared for late ctieumbiTS, and am wait- 
ing for rain to plant. I want to get ns 
many tiiruips in as I possil)ly can, and 
think that they will 1 k< among the most 
profitable vegetables for hospitals. 

Mil. Piiows. 

Ju’y 1864. 

Both Post and General Hospitals at Port 
Leavenworth are full, and many have to be 
treated outsielc. Lawrence, Oluthp, Paola, 
Ilumboldt, and Pleasant Grove, are field 
hospitals, with very ]>oor accomuiodationa. 

I found both oflicers and sick men very 
glad to see an agent of the Sanitary Com- 
mission. Everything that I furnished was 
very thankfully received. 

Port Scott Hospital is full, and tents are 
being used for those that are being con- 
stantly sent in from below. Hr. C. C. Hlo- 
cum has gone again to Port Gib.son, and 
Tallagna hospitals— will rejiort when he re- 
turns. I have requisitions from Kansas 
City, Independence, Westport, and Pleas- 
ant Hill, but am out of supplies of such 
kinds as are most nis-ded. The count. y is 
BO new, that all articles of the fruit kind 
are difficult to obtain, and our sick men 
suffer with all that ela-ss of diseases indu- 
ced by constaut use of bacon. Again, we 
have bei'ii threatened with raids of bush- 
whackers along the entire border of the 
State, which has kept our soldiers con- 
stantly ou rapid movements, many times 
far beyond their power of endurance. The 
Btate militia and citizens, in many parts are 
called out to aid in defence of the border 
against these desjx'rato bushwhackers, that 
spire no man when they get into Kansas. 
All this extra exposure is liringing with it 
much sickness and consequent need of sup- 
plies. 

llefugces, both white and colored, are 
now flooding Kansas— eight huudreil and 
forty-one came in with the last return train 
from P’ort Smith, ov r five hundred with 
the train before, and wo have advices that 
thousands mure w ill come. These arc most- 



ly women and children, and in most desti- 
tuU-, sick, and wretched condition. Ofli- 
cers in charge are constantly a|q>ealing to 
us Its agents of the Sanitary Commi.ssion 
for relief for these unfortunate jieople, and 
I do wish it was in mv power to do more 
for them than is poasi\>le with my present 
help, or supply of stores. 

Mn. Jones. 

nxeuEU), gs'y 5IA 1804. 

Tlie work here consists in providing food 
and drink for the sick and wounded sol- 
diers going North on freight trains, mostly 
box cars, sometimes furnished with straw 
or leaves, and olten without either. There 
jiass from one to three of these trains daily, 
each carrying from one to three hundred 
men. To enable us to do this work we 
have procured two box cars, one of which 
wc use askiU'hen and pantry, and the other 
ns storeroom and sleeping room for four 
detailed men. The kitclien is furnished 
with a convenient stove and furniture, and 
everything necessary to enable us to pre- 
pare soup and coflee jiromptly for any rca- 
sonalde number of men that a single train 
can bring. The oflicers of the army at this 
jiost synqiathize. with our work, and cheer- 
fully render all nceilcd assistunce. Col. 
McConnell, .commanding, is building an 
ice-house, mostly with material abandoned 
by former seccsli owners, and with no ex- 
pense to us, except for nails, Ac. 

The .\s.sistant Quartermaster hauls our 
water from a si>riiig half a mile distant, and 
the institution is now in very good wurking 
condition. If the management was to bo 
permanent or to continue through the win- 
ter, hirger and more comfortable quarters 
would be necessary, but for the summer 
campaign, I think the proposed re.sultscan 
be achieved with our present accommoda- 
tions. 

There seems to be neccs-sary some man- 
agement by which we shall receive reliable 
advices by telegraph of the coming trains. 
Sunday we received a dispatch saying that 
two trains, filled with wounded men, would 
be due here at IIP. M. We made suitable 
preparations, but they did not come. Such 
circumstonces ot'casion much waste and 
loas of time. Then, again, trains come in 
without notice, and we are iiiialde to pro- 
vide for them as bountifully as we should 
be glad to. We are trying, however, to 
have this matter arranged. 

Last evening at 11 o’clock, a train came 
in with about three hundred wounded and 
sick min. We gave them beef soup, crack- 
ers, and coftcc. Their crowded, uncom- 
fortable, and exhausted condition indicated 
great need t>f such refreshment — the eager- 
ness with which it was rcceivcel, and the 
ex]ire-ssions of satiafaetiou and gratitude 
which it elicited, could not fail to warm the 
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hardest heart with the consciousDess that 
it is more bleased to give than to receive, 
and with tlie oouviction that there is on 
element of Divinity in g^Knlness. 

Besides the four detailed men we have 
four colored men. We board on the car. 
I sleep at the tavern. 

Mr. Eno. 

Kiso.stox, Oa., 8fA, 18S4. 

Tlie enclosed report of disbursements at 
this place to 1st July, shows for itself what 
has been done at ouo of the stations in 
front. I presumeyoii have the report from 
Kiugguld, Tunnel Hill, Resuea, and Dal- 
ton, as they were left in Chattamxiga. 

The stores forwarded to stations in front 
from this place will appear in Mr. Van 
Dyke's next report. 

Besides distributing sanitary stores, a 
very important work is being done in pre- 
paring and giving refreshments to the 
wounded on trains going to Chattanooga. 

The tirst was prepared at Dalton on the 
17th of May, and the first four days 1,500 
were supplied with hot coffi^e, soup, and 
crackers. Each of ihe stations, Dalton, 
Resaca and Kingston, are now well pre- 
pared to feed any mtmber at short notice. 
Another station will be arranged to-day at 
Marietta, Mr. Kennedy or Norton in 
charge. 

In doing this work, it is no more than 
justice to say that the Government are giv- 
ing us every facility necessary, and we ore 
also under many obligations to the gentle- 
manly olHecrs of the different posts, and at 
Re.siwa and Kingston, the Chri.stian Com- 
mission have nuidered very efficient aid in 
distributing to the sick and wounded. 

The importance of provision being made 
for the sick and wounded on trains can only 
1)0 fairly estimated by those who know and 
feel the vexatious delays on the road. They 
are from 24 to 4S hours in reaching Chat- 
tauoog.i. and all this time riding in freight 
cars, without a blanket for a bed, and no 
chance for refreshments except at Sanitary 
statiims. 

Men in such situations fully appreciate 
the work, and ble.ss their friends at home 
for sustaining the Sanitary Commission. 
Besides cofftw, soup, and crackers, wo now 
give them sandwiches, punch or ale, and 
the men are also instructed to furnish 
plenty of fresh water to wash their wounds 
and till canteens. 

Up to 1st July there hod been given out 
at this station, 

4115 gallons of coffee, 

2411 “ ale, 

175 “ punch, 

4C5 lbs. crackers. 

To 5,630 sick and wounded. The station 
was out of crackers a few days and had to 
nse hard bread. Arrangements are now 



made for light breail, which will bo used 
with cold ham to make sandwiches. 

Mr. .1. W. Van Dyke has been in charge 
of the station since Mr. Barret left. In him 
the soldier has a good friend and the Com- 
mission a very efficient agent. 



HOSPITAL SKETCHES. 

Nisuviia.r, Juyo. 1SS4. 

To-day, visited Hospital No. — . Nearly 
all the patients that, but a few days since 
were there, have now gone, and new faces 
everywhi're not “ greeted,” but gmej at 
me. And so many of them! Every bed, 
every wanl, and even the halls were filled 
with the newly wounded. As there was 
either a nurse or a patient in every ward 
who knew me, it was soon whispered among 
them, that their visitor belonged to the U. 
S. S.initary Commi.ssion, and that ho was 
a clergyman also. Very soon his kind in- 
quiries after their health and comfort «-ere 
returned by questions on their part. “Do 
you belong to the Hanitary Commission?” 
“ Well, that's goorl.” “ Can yon get me a 
pair of crutches?*’ " Can you get mo an 
arm .sling'?” “ Coidd you get me somd let- 
ter-paper and stamps, I hav’nt had a chance 
to write home for three mouths.” 

“ Chaplain, will you pleii.se to come this 
way?” The Chaplaiu gtxis. “ Please sloop 
down.” The Chuphiin begins br expect 
some expre.ssion of religious feeling. “ Did 
I understand that you belong to the San- 
itary Commi.ssion?” “ Ye.s, sir.” "Well, 
that is jnst the best institution that ever 
was. I believe that some of us would have 
died at Resaca, but for that. But Chap- 
lain, do you think you could do me a 
great favor?" “ I will try. What is it?” 
“ Why, I am almost ili‘ad for a chow of to- 
bacco. Hav'nt had any for two months, 
and hav'nt got a cent of money. I know 
'taint just right. Chaplain, fora man to have 
such habits, but then when a fellow’s got 
so used to it,” etc. 

The Chaplain prorai-ses all these men, 
and many others, that their wants shall be 
soon supplied, and, having made a note of 
all, pa.s.ses on into other wards, with a kind 
word and iuipiiry at almost every bed. 
Directly he observes a i)atient, who seems 
to take but little interest in anything about 
him. Here is a ca.se that requires more 
particular attention, for ho is evidently 
very sick. Stooping down at his bed-side, 
the Chaplain asks him, in a very kind 
voice, how ho gets along. “ Very badly, 
sir.” What is the matter? “ Fever, sir, 
the doctor says.” And fever it is, sure 
enough. The man is burning uj) with 
typhoid fever, which ho took after having 
wailed through a river breast-deep, and 
then being sent out to do picket duty, 
without an opportunity of drying his 
clothes. The Chaplain sits silently by his 
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rhIp, tliioking what he can do for him. 
“1’lea.so give me some water.” The water 
ia given him, but it is warm and insipid. 
“Nurse, have you no ice?" “No, sir.” 
“ Have you no a<'id or cooling drinks for 
Euch cases as this?” “ So, sir, we are all 
out. The surgeon was sajing to-d.iy ho 
wished we had Rome. When he comes 
aroniid again I will remind him of it.” 

“Very good. Hut we cannot wait for 
that now. Take this order, and .send it to 
the Sanitarv storeroom for a couple of bot- 
tles of ra.sp1)crry syrup, and make a drink 
for each of your fever patii iit.s." For the 
surgeon had assured the tkinitary visitor 
that he would bo obliged to him for sup- 
plying any such want, whenever he should 
830 it to bo a case of need. Tuerefor.) the 
order was written and given to the twraiul 
boy; but before he leaves, the ordi-r is in- 
creased to one-half dozen btittles of bhwk- 
berrj- cordial for the diarrhea cases, a few 
lemons for the scorbutic, a few slippers, 
and some dozcu of funs for the lly-torment- 
cd wounded. 

These wants attended to, a nurse ap- 
proaches saying, “ Chaplain, that man in 
the comer wants to see you.” The Chap- 
lain goes to him. He reaches out his thin 
withered hand, and says: “Chn]>Iain, I am 
pretty sick. I don’t allow that I shall get 
well. I've got consumption, and can't last 
long, and thought I wouhl like to have you 
write to my woman and ehildn-n for me, if 
it ain’t too much trouble.” “Certainly I 
will with pleasure, my friend. What is her 
name and address?” This being all care- 
fully written out — “What shall 1 say for 
vou?” “ Tell her that I didn’t get shot, but 
1 did my duty in every fight, and never 
shirked. But I took C(dd and got sick. 
Tell her that I did want to get home to si-e 
her and tire children, Imt — but — ,” and 
here the poor fellow broke <Iown; soon, 
however, he recovered himself, and con- 
tinued; “ Hut Ood knows best. Tell her I 
havn’t much for her. I made some little 
trinkets for keepsake, out of shell at Stone 
Iliver; they are in my knapsack, and there 
is my testament, and there will 1 m> a little 
money coming to her. ’Tell her 1 have had 
everything done for me here. They have 
been very kind. And tell her to kiss the 
dear children for me, and to— to — meet mo 
in Heaven.” 

He could say no more. Indeed, it w as all 
ho had to say. Having written the letter 
at his bed-side, and then after allowing him 
time to rest, tho Chaplain returned to him 
and said: “Since you have made such 

thoughtful preparations for leaving this 
world, my friend, have you made any jire- 
parations for entering tho next?” ■■ Ves, 
sir. I have tried to do so. I have [irayed; 
I havo asked God’s forgivene.ss for all tho 
wickedne.ss I have done, for .Tesus’ sake. 
Ho knows it all. Ho knows how I feel. Ho 



knows I am sorry enough. Will you jirny 
for me? ’ .\ftcr some further conversation, 
and leiuling from his testament, tho Chap- 
lain knell and oll'enal up a simide cm nest 
jirayer. The uiiin uiis very much afiected, 
and yet comforted. Hethaiikisl the Chap- 
lain more liy manner than by words, aud 
bcggcil him to come again very soon. Tho 
Chaplain returned the ne.xt morning; the 
sick 111 Ill’s b,-d was vacant — ho had died 
during the night. 

“ Your visit did him so much good,” said 
the iiiir-ie. “ It seemed to be all he w-anted,” 
said allot her. ICach one had a wonl to say, 
until requesting that all should la* silent, 
the Chaplain addrei>.scd all within the ward 
upon the true hope of man in dc.itli, and 
then ofi'ering up prayers for each and 
all, he left them for awhile to their own 
thoughts. 

Such is but a brief jmragraidi in the 
chapter of one day spent in hospital, by 
one of tlia hospital visitors an 1 Cii.iplaiiis 
of tho U. ,S. Sauitiiry Itommission. 



A UE.VSON'.tBLE liEMONSTU.VNCE. 

The following extr.ict i.s from a letter 
written by one of the iiiiMt intelligent of 
the .Vssoei.ite JI, lungers of tho “ Women’s 
Central Belief Association.” 

“In one of the late Hi:i,i,ettns, (T think 
Ajiril l.’ith,) I noticed a request th.it each 
housewife in the coiiutry should, during 
the coming summer, prepare ‘ti/ Uiml two 
liiislifh of dried fruit.’ Now it is evident 
that the ])er.sou who iii.ide it knew very lit- 
tle alioiit his subject. He could’nt havo 
I con a conn rt/inuii. Iii the first )dice, it 
is the fariiier’s wives from whom such siip- 
jilies must come. Tho demands upon their 
time iiiid strength, always heavy, are doub- 
ly oppressive in just the season when fruits 
are to be prepared, and it would bike eight 
or nine bushels of the fresh fruit to make 
the ipiantity named. If Zei// a bii.shel had 
been asked of eireh one, the amount would 
probably be larger than that you will now 
n-eeive, for peo|)le always like to be prai.sod 
for doing better than was askial of them. 
The already over-biirtheiied housewife who 
hears herself coolly called upon for ‘at 
/cost’ a nionth’.s labor, looks arniind iipou 
her live or six little children, on the piles 
of neeiimiihiting sewing, on the ten or 
twelve ‘hands’ whose daily meals she is 
to jirovide, on tho heavy work attendant 
upon the clus'se-pre.ss or the butter-mak- 
ing, and on the iiecesMiry jirepara'ions to 
subsist tho liuiisehold during a long and 
tedious winter, and says, ‘ Well, I cotihl 
prepare a lillle, but those Saiiitarv folks ask 
lor so much that it’s no him" for me to try, 
let somebody else do it who has more lime. ’ 

“Hut I must tell you of one or two in- 
stances of self-devotion which have coino 
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to my knowledge. The wife of a small 
farmer, in delicate health, w.tli a huge 
family, la.st summer gatliered and prepared 
with her oxyn hands, and sent two gallons 
of jelly, one of currant wine, live of pre- 
pared larkspur, (for vermin,) a bushel of 
dried fruits, and a barrel and a forty gallon 
cask of pickles, besides sending her daugh- 
ters to walk two or three miles to an .kid 
Society to bring homo sewing, .knothor is 
of a huly eighty five years old, whose fam- 
ily have during the last winter m ule thirty 
bed-quilts, to more than one-third of which 
she niailrt the linings from almost invisible 
pieces, be.sides knitting -several jiairs of 
socks. Such labors, although they m ly 
not amount to much in money, are no tri- 
fles to those who perform them. 

*‘.ks ‘country folks’ mui-t be better ac- 
quainted with such matters than city ones, 
I have ventured to apeak of the retpiest in 
the Bouletix, in the hope that if furtluw 
demands are made for pickles, ,kc. , the 
quantity named may bo more in propor- 
tion to the abilities of the housewife.” 



0\ A nOSPITAL TR.kIN. 

Riding on a rail in the “ Sunny S.suth” 
is not the most agreeable pastime in the 
world. Don’t understand me to refer to 
that favorite irr^ttmentum titl hominem which 
a time Southerner applies to all who have 
the misfortune to diffi-rfrom him, especial- 
ly to Northern abolitionist.s; I simply mean 
that mode of traveling that Saxe in his 
funny little poem, calls so “pleasant.” 
And no wonder! To bo whirled along at the 
rate of forty miles an hour, over a smooth 
road, reposing on velvet cushioned scats, 
with backs just at the proper angle to rest 
a tired head — ice- water, the last novel or pe- 
riodical-all timt can tempt your fastidious 
taste, or help to while away tlie time offered 
at your elbow, is indeed pleasant; but woo 
to the fond imagination that pictures to 
itself such luxuries ou a United .States 
military railroad. Be thankful if in the 
crowd of tobacco-chewing soldiers you are 
able to get a scat, and grumble not it the 
pine Imards are hard and narrow. I.ay in 
a good stock of patience, for six miles an 
hour is probably the highest rate of spei-d 
you will attain, and even then you shudder 
to see on either hand strewn along the 
road, wrecks of cars and locomotives sma,sh- 
ed in every conceivable manner, b lling of 
some fearful accident or some guerrilla tight. 
These are discomforts hard to bear even 
when one is well and strong; how much 
worse for a sick or wounded man. But 
thanks to the U. H Sanitary Commission 
and to those gentlemen belonging to it, 
whose genius and benevolence originabsl, 
planned, and carried it out, a Hospital 
Train is now running on almost all the 
roads over which it is necessary to trans- 



port silk or wounded men. These trains 
aie now und r me control of Government, 
but the Sanitary Commis-sion continues to 
furnish a great i>art of the stores that are 
used in them. Jly first exi>erience of them 
was a sad one. .k week before the army 
had moved forward and concentrated near 
Tunnel Hill. The dull, monotonous rum- 
ble of army wagons as they rolled in long 
trains through the dustv street; the mea- 
sured tramp of thousands of bronzed and 
war-worn veterans; the rattle and roar of 
the guns ami caissons ns they thundered 
on their mission of death; the glittering 
sheen reflected from a thousand sabres, 
had all p.issed by and left us in the desola- 
ted b.wu. We lived, ns it were, with bated 
bri‘ath and eager ears, our nerves tensely 
strung with anxiety and suspense, wailing 
to catch the first sound of that coming 
strife, where we knew so many of our 
bravest and best must fall. At last camo 
the news of that terrible fight at Buzzard’s 
Roost or Roekj' Face Ridge, nml the even- 
ing after, in came Ur. S , .straight from 

the front, and s-aid, “ the Hospital Train 
is at the depot, wouldn’t you like to see 
itl” “ Of course we would,” chorused Mrs. 

Dr. S and myself, a d forthwith we 

rushed for our hats und clonks, filled 
two largo ba.skets with soft crackers and 
oranges, and started off. A walk of a mile 
brought us to the deiiot, and down in the 
farther corner of the deixit yard we -saw a 
train of seven or eight ears standing, ap- 
parently unoccupied. “ There it is,” said 
Dr. B. “ Why, it looks like any ordinary 
train,” I innocently remarked, but I was 
soon to find out the difference. We chanced 
t > see Dr. Myers, the surgeon in charge, on 
the first car into which we went, and he 
made us welcome to do and to give what- 
ever we had for the men, and so, armed 
with authority from the “ jmwers that bo,” 
wo went forward with confidence. 

Imagine a ear a little wider than the or- 
dinary one, placed ou springs, and having 
on each side three tiers of berths or cota, 
suspended by nibber bands. These cots 
are so arranged as to yield to the motion of 
the car, thereby avoiding that jolting ex- 
perienced even on the smoothest and best 
kept road. I didn’t stop to investigate the 
plan of the car then, for I saw before me, 
on either hand, a long line of soldiers, shot 
in almost every conceivable manner, their 
wounds fresh from the fiattlc-lleld, and oU 
were patient and quiet; not a groan or 
complaint eseai>ed them, though I saw 
some faces twisted into strange contortions 
with the agony of their wounds. I com- 
menced distributing my oranges right and 
left, but soon realized tire sm^lness of mr 
Irnsket and the largeness of the demand, 
and sadly parsed by all but the worsr cases. 
In the third car that we entered we found 
the Colonel, Lieut. Colonel and Adjutant 
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of the 29th Ohio, all severely wounded. 
Wo stopped and talked awhile. Mindful 
of the motto of my commission, to give 
" aid and comfort," I trickled a little sym- 
pathy on them. •' Poor fellows!” said I. 
“ No, indeed,” said they. *■ We did suffer 
riding twenty miles" — itcouldn’t have been 
more than fourteen or fifteen, but a shat- 
tered limb or a ball in one's side lengthens 
the miles nstonishinRiy — “in those horrid 
ambulances to the cars.” “We cried last 
night like children, some of us,” said a Lieu- 
tenant, “ but we’re all right now. This 
Hospital Train is a jolly thing. It goes 
like a cradle.” Seeing my sympathy wast- 
ed, I ti ied another tack. “ Did you know 
that Siierman was in Dalton.” “ No!” 
cried the Colonel, and all the men who 
could, rai.sed themselves up and stared at 
me with eager, questioning eyes. “ Is that 
so?” “Yes,” I replied, “It is true.” 
“ Then I don't care for this little wound,” 
said one fellow, slap|>ing his right leg, 
which was pierced and tom by a minuie 
ball. Brave men! How I louged to take 
our whole North, and pour out its wealth 
and luxury at their feet. 

A little farther ■ n in the ear, I chanced 
to look down, and there at my feet lay a 
young man, not more than eighteen or 
nineteen years old; hair tossed back from 
his noble white brow; long brown lashes 
lying on his cheek; face im delicate and re- 
fined as a girl's. I spoke to him and ho 
opened his eyes, but could not answer me. 
I held an orange before him, and he liKiked 
a Y’es; so I cut a hole in it and squet zed 
some of the juice into his mouth. It seem- 
ed to revive him a little, and after sitting a 
short time I left him. Soon after, they 
carried him out on a stretcher — jioor fel- 
low! He was dying when I last saw him, 
and I could but think of his mother and 
shsters who would have given worlds to stand 
beside him ns I did. By this time it was 
growing dark, mv oranges hod given out, 
and we were sadly in the way; so we left, 
to bo haunted for many n day by the terrible 
melures we hud seen on our first visit to a 
Hospital Train. 

My next experience was much pleasanter. 

I had the privilege of n ride cn one from 
Chattanooga to Nashville, and an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the plan of arrangement of 
Uie train. There were three hundred and 
fourteen sick and wounded men on board, 
occupying nine or ten cars, witli the sur- 
geon’s car in the middle of the train. Tins 
car is divided into tliroo compartments; at 
one end is the storeroom, where arc kept 
the eatables and bedding; at the other the 
kitchen; and between the two the surgeon’s 
room, containing his bed, secretary, and 
shelves and pigeon holes for instruments, 
medicines, etc. A narrow hall connects 
the storeroom nnd kitchen, and great win- 
dows or openings in the opposite sides of 



the car give a pleasant draft of air. Sitting 
in a comfortable arm-chair, one would not 
wish a pleasanter mode of traveling, especi- 
ally through the glorious mountains of 
East Tennnessc, and farther on, over the 
fragrant, fertile meadows, nnd the rolling 
plains of Northern Alabama and Middle 
Tennoasee, clothed in their fresh green 
garments of new cotton and corn. This is 
all charming for a passenger, but a Hospi- 
tal train is a busy place for the surgeons 
and nurses. 

The men come on at evening, selected 
from the different hospitals, aewrding to 
their ability to be moved, and after having 
had their tea, the wounds have to bo fresh- 
ly dressed. This takes till midnight, per- 
haps longer, and the surgeon must be on 
the watch continually, for on him falls the 
responsibility, not only of the welfare of 
the men, but of the safety of the train. 
There is a conductor nnd brakeman, and 
for them, too, there is no rest. Each finds 
enough to do as nursi* or as.si.staut. In the 
morning, after a Irreukfast of delicious cof- 
fee or tea, dried beef, dried peache.s, soft 
bread, cheese, etc., the wounds have to bo 
dressed a second time, nnd again in the 
afternoon, a third. 

In the intervals the surgeon finds time to 
examine individual case.s, and prescribe 
especially for them, and perhaps to take a 
little rest. To fulfill the duties of surgeon 
in charge of such a train, or endure the ter- 
rible strain on brain, and nerves nnd mus- 
cles, require great skill, an iron will, nnd a 
mind undaunted by the shadow of any 
responsibility or danger. All this ami more 
has Dr. J. P. Barniim, who has charge of 
the train formerly running between Louis- 
ville anil Nashville, but now transferred to 
the road between Nashville nnd Chattanoo- 
ga. With a touch, gentle ay a woman, yet 
with manly strength and firmness, nnd un- 
tiring watchfulness and thoughtful care, he 
.seems wholly devoted to the work of bene- 
fiting our sick and wounded soldiers. All 
on board the train gave him the warmest 
thanks. As 1 walked through the car, I 
heard the men say, “ we hav’iit lived so 
well since we joined the army. Wo aro 
better than we were over before. This is 
the nicest place we were ever in,” etc. 
Should the Doctor chance to see this, he 
will bo shocked, for modesty, I notice, 
goes in hand with true nobility and gene- 
rosity; but I risk his wrath for the selfish 
pleasure that one has in doing justice to a 
good man. 

After breakfast, in the morning, when 
the wounds were all dressed, I had the 
pleasure of carrying into one car a pitcher 
of delicious blackberry wine that came 
from the Soldiers’ Aid Society of Northern 
Ohio, and with the advice of Dr. Y'ates, tho 
assistant surgeon, giving it to the men. 
The cor into which 1 went had only ono 
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tier of berths, supported like the others on 
rubber bonda. Si^voral times during the 
day I had an opportunity of giving some 
little assistance in taking care of witunded 
men, and it was very pleasant. My jour- 
ney lasted a night and a day, and I think I 
can never again pass another twenty-four 
hours so frauglit with sweet and sad memo- 
ries os are connected with my second and 
last experience on a Hospital Train. C. 



THE BLUE COAT. 

The following ballad is from the pen of Bish- 
op Burgess, of Maine, and was contributed by 
him to the book published and sold at the late 
Sanitary Fair in Baltimore, under the sanction 
of the State Fair Association of the Women of 
Maiyland. 

THE BLUE COAT OF THE SOLDIER. 

You asked me, littlo one, why I bowed. 

Though never I passed the man before? 
Because my heart was full and proud, 

When I saw the old blue coat he wore; 

The blue great coat, the sky blue coat, 

The old blue coat the soldier wore. 

1 knew not, I, what weapon ho chose, 

■ What chief be followcxl. what badge he wore; 
Enough that in tlie front of foes 
His country’s blue great-coat ho wore; 

The blue grc*at-coat, Ac. 

Perhaps he was bom in a forest hut. 

Perhaps be had danced on a palace door; 

To want or wealth my eyes were shut; 

1 only marked the coat he wore; 

Tile blue great-coat, Ac. 

It mattered not much if be drew his lino 
From Shem or Ham, in the days of yore; 

For surely he was a brother of mine, 

Who for my sake the war coat wore; 

The blue great-coat, Ac. 

Ho might have no skill to read or write, 

Or he might bo rich in learned loro; 

But I knew he could make his mark in light, 

And nobler gown no scholar wore 
Than the blue great-coat, Ac. 

It may be he could plunder and prowl, 

And perhaps in his mood bo scoffcHl and swore; 
But 1 would not guess a spot so foul 
On the honored coat ho bravely wore; 

The blue grcat-coat, Ac. 

Ho had worn it long, and homo it far; 

And perhaps on the red Virginian shore, 

From midnight chill till the morning star 
That worn great-coat the sentry wore; 

The blue great-coat, Ac. 

When hanly Butler reined his steed 
Through the streets of proud, proud Baltimore, 
Perhaps behind him, at his need, 

Marched be who yonder blue coat wore. 

The blue groat-coat, Ac. 



Perha)xs it was seen in Burnside's ranks. 

When Rappahannock ran dark with gore; 

Perbnim on the mountain side with Banks 
In the burning sun no more ho wore 
The blue great-coat, Ac. 

Perhaps in the swamps was a bed for bis form, 
From the seven days’ battling and marching sore; 

Or with Kearney and Pope ’mid the steely storm 
As the night closed in, that coat ho wore; 

The blue grcat-Cf>at, Ac. 

Or when right over as Jackson dashed, 

That collar or cape some bullet tore; 

Or when far ahead Antietam llaslurd, 

He dung to the ground the coat that ho wore; 
The blue great-coat, Ac. 

Or «too<l at Qettysburgh, where the graves 
Rang deep to Howard’s cannon roar; 

Or saw with Grant the unchained waves 
Wliere conquering hosts the blue coal wore. 

The blue great-coat, Ac. 

That garb of honor tells enough, 

Though I its story guess no more; 

Tlie heart it covers is made of such stuff, 

That coat is mail which that soldier wore; 

The bU»o great-eoat, Ac. 

He may hang it up when the peace shall come. 

And the inotlis may find it behind tho d(X)r; 

But his children will point when they hear a drum 
To the proud oid c*oat their father wore. 

The blue great-coat, Ac. 

And so, my child, will you and I, 

For whose fair home their blood they pour, 

titill bow the head, as one goes by, 

Who wears the coat that soltlior wore; 

Tlio blue great-coat, the sky-blue coat, 

Tho old blue coat tho soldier wore. 



THE LEGISLATURE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ON THE SANITARY COMMISSION. 

BTATB OP NEW HAMPHBiaE, 

In the ymr of our Lonl one eight hundred 

arul sijcJy/our: 

Besoived, By (be Senate and Houae of Rep- 
reaenUitives of New Hampshire, in Qenend 
Court convioed, 

That the Unit« d States Sanitary Commission 
commends itself to our hearty suppoit, and that 
we hereby b stily on behalf of the soldiers and 
people of this State, to the bi-nevolenre of iU 
principles aud efficiency of its phms. os u means 
of promoting the welfare of the army. 

hesoli'ttl. That we especially esteem the na- 
tionality of its views and declarations, by which 
all our soldiers, without distinction of place, 
are regarded as United States soldiers, and 
treated as such in all respects. 

Hesoived, That the LodieV Aid Societies of 
New Hampshire, acting os they do in co-opera- 
tion with the United Slates Sanitary Commis- 
sion, are beaitily commended to the continued 
support of our people, os the most suitable trib- 
utaries through which the contributions of New 
Hanpshiro nmv he dislribated to the hospitals 
and camps of the army. 
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NOTES ON NUUSING. 

CONCT,r*!TOS. 

The whole of the preiM ilin^ remarks apiJly 
even more to chihirt-u an-l p ierjvTiil worn lu 
than to p.ifieiits in Rtmoral. Th* y also apply 
to the nur'iin.; of Ktirgieal, <piiU* as inach as to 
that of m caso.H. Inilt*eil. if it be poasible, 
cast's of external injury retpiiro such care even 
more than sick. lu stirj^ical vvanK one iliity of 
every nurse certainly is prevention. Fever, or 
bospitU naii' 4 reu.\ or puijuiia, or purulent dis- 
charge of some kind may else Huperveua. Ihks 
she a case of compound fracture, of amputation, 
or of erysijiclas, it may d-p ‘ud very much on 
bow she looks upm t-ie things enumerated iu 
these noU<«, wh *ther ono or other of these has- 
pitil diseases atticks her patient or not. If she 
allow.s her wanl to Ix'coim* till •'! with the pecu- 
liar closo fetid smell, ho apt to Ik* pro«iuced 
among surgical cases, especially where there ia 
great HUftpuMtion and di.scharge, she may see a 
vigorou'* patient in the prime of life gradually 
aink and die where, according to all human 
proba»»ility, he ought to have recovered. 

Neveitbclcss let no one think that bceauJie 
S'lni/ar^ nursing is the subj-ictof thf'se notes, 
therefore, wliat may he called thi* handicraft of 
nursing is t>> be undervalued. A p.itieul may 
be left ti> bleed to death iu a sauilaty palace. 
Another who cannot move hims«*lf may die of 
bed-sores, because the niirae does not know 
how to change and clean him, while he ha-s 
every ivtpiiMte of air, light, and quiet. Hut 
nursing, its a haudicruft, has not been treated 
of here for three reasons: 1. That these notes 
do not pretend to be a manual for nursing, any 
more than for cooking for the sick; li. That the 
writer, who h;ts beraclf ^oen more of what may 
be called surgical nursing, i e. practical manual 
nursing, than, perhaps, any one in Europe, 
honcKtly lu-lievca that it is impossible to Icam 
it from any book, and that it can only be thor- 
oughly Icamt in the wanls of a hospital; and 
Bhe also honestly Indieves that the perfection of 
surgical nursing may 1 h* seen pmetised by the 
old-fashioned “Sish^r’of a Loudon hospital, 
as it can be seen nowhere else in Knnq>c. 3. 
Whde thousands <Ue of foul air, etc., who have 
this surgical nursing to perfection, the converse 
is comparatively rare. 

To revert to children. They are much more 
Husceplible than grown people to all noxious 
influences. They are uffi'cted by the Rame 
things, but much more quickly and Heriously, 
ViZ., by want of fresh air. of proper warmth, 
want of cleanliness in hfmso, clothe.s, bedding, 
or body, by startling noises, improper fi>od, or 
want of punctuality, by dullness and by want 
of light, by too much or too little covering in 
bed, or when up. b^* want of the spirit of man- 
agement geiteraily in those in charge of them. 
One can, therefore, only press the importance, 
os being yet greater iu the case of children, 
greatest in the case of sick children, of attend- 
ing to th' se things. 

That which, however, above all, is known to 
injure children ecnously is foul air, and most 
Beriounly at night Keeping the rooms where 
they Hh'ep tightHhiii up, is destruction to them. 
And, if the child's breathing l>e disordered by 
disease, a few hours only of such foul air may 
endanger its Life, even where no iuconve- 



I nience is felt by grown-up persons in the same 
room. 

The following passages, taken out of an ex- 
c»dleut “ Lecture on Sudden Death iu Infancy 
and Caildhooil,*’ just published, show the 
. importance of careful nursing of children- “In 
\ the great majority of instances, when death 
j RUildeidy befalls the infant or young child, it U 
! an nrcUUnt: it is not a necessary re.'ult of any 
! diseii.se from which it is Hiiffering.” 

it may be hero added, that it would l>e very 
desirable to know how often death is, with 
adults, “not a neceKsarj’, inevitabU result of 
any disease." Omit the word “Rudden,” (for 
sudden death is comparatively rare in middle 
age;) and the seuteuco is almost equally true for 
all ages. 

The following causes of “accidentar death 
in Rick children are etiumcruled:—** Sudden 
noises, which startlo— a rapid change of tem- 
iwrature, which chills the surfiu'e, though only 
lor a moment —a rude awakening from sleep— 
or oven an over-hasty, or an overfull meal" 
— “any sudden impression on the nervous sys- 
tem— any hasty alteration of posture— iu short, 
any cause whatever by which the respiratory 
process may be disturbed.” 

It may again be added, that, with very weak 
adult patii nts, these causes arc uLho (not oAcn 
“ suddenly fatal.” it is true, but) vcr>' much 
oftencr than is at all generally known, irrepa- 
rable in their cons(*quenceR. 

IJoth for children and for adults, both for 
sick and for well, (although more certainly in 
the case of sick children than in any others,) I 
would here again repeat, tbo most frequent and 
most fatal cause of all is sleeping, for oven a 
few hours, much more for weeks and months 
in foul air, a condition which, more than any 
other condition, disturbs the respiratory pro- 
coHs, and tends to produce “ accidental" death 
in disease. 

I need hardly here repeat the warning against 
any confusion of ideas betw’oen cold and fresh 
air. You may chill a patient fatally without 
giving him fre.sh air at olL And you can quite 
well, nay, much hotter, give him fresh air 
without chilling him. This is the tost of a good 
nurse. 

In cases of long recurring faintness from ^s- 
oase, for instance, e.specially disease which 
affects the organs of breathing, fresh air to the 
lungs, warmth to the surface, and often (as soon 
as the patient can swallow*,) hot drink, these are 
the right remedies and the only ones. Yet, 
ofteiier than not, you see the nnrse or mother 
just reversing this; shutting up every cranny 
through which fre.sh air can enter, and leaving 
the body cold, or perhaps throwing a greater 
weight of clothes upon it, when already it is 
generating too little heat. 

“Hreatbiug carefully, anxionsly, as though 
respiration were a function which required all 
the attention for its performance, " is ciU*d as a 
not unusual Rtate in children, and as one call- 
ing for care in all the things enumerated abova 
That breathing becomes an almost voluntary 
act even in grown up patients who are very 
weak, must have been remarked. 

“DiHease having interfered with the perfect 
accomplishment of the respiratory function, 
some Kudden demand for its complete exercise, 
issues in the sudden stond-stiil of the whole 
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macUiiuTy." is qivou as one process; “lifegoea 
out for w.ixit of uervtms j>ower to keop the vital 
functions in activity," ih given as another, hy 
which “ aocidonUil" death is most often brought 
to puss in iufmey. 

Ais I in middle age, both these processes may 
be seen ending in death, although generally not 
suddenly. I have seen, oven in middle age, 
the “ .vu</(7«n stand-still" here mentioned, and 
from the same caasea. 

To Slim up: the an.swer to two of the com- 
monest objections urged, one by women them- 
selves, the other by men. against the desirable- 
ness of sanitary knowledgt! for women, pi>v* a 
caution, comprises the whole argument u>r the 
art of nursing. 

(1.) It is ofU*n said by moti. that it is unwise 
to teach women anything about these laws of 
health, because they will take to physiciug— 
that there is a great deal too ranch of amateur 
phvsicing as it is, which is iudiK:d true. One 
eminent physician told mo that he had known 
more c^doinel given, both at a pinch and for a 
continuance, by mothers, govemesscs. and 
nnrHcs, to children, than he had ever beard of a 
physician pre.scribiug in all his exporioaco. 
pother says, that women s only idea in inedi- 
ciueis calomel and aperients. This is undeniably 
too often the case. There is nothing ever scon 
in any professional practice like the reckless 
physicing by amateur females. But this is just 
what the really experienced and observing nurse 
do s do; j-he neither physics herself nor 
others. And to cultivate m things pertaining 
to health, observation and experience in women 
who are mothers, governesses or nurses, is jnst 
the way to do away with amateur physicing, 
and if the doctors did but know it, to mako 
the nurses oltedient to them— helps to them in- 
stead of hindrances. Such education in women 
would iudee<l diminish the doctor^s work— but 
no one really believes that doctors wish that 
there should be more Illness, in order to have 
more work. 

I have known many Indies who, having once 
obtained a “blue pill" prescription from a 
physician, gave and took it as a common ape- 
rient two or three times a week — with what ef- 
fect may be supposeiL In one case I happened 
to be the person to inform the physician of it, 
who siibstituted for the prescription a compar- 
atively harmlcs.s aperient pill. The lady came 
to me and complained that it “did not suit her 
half BO well." 

If women will take or give physic, by far the 
safest plan is to send for “the doctor” every 
time -for I have known ladies who both gave 
and took physic, who would not take the pains 
to learn the names of the commonest medicines, 
and confounded, t. colocynth with colchi- 
cnm. This is playing with sharp-edged tools 
“with a vengeance.” 

There are excellent women who will write to 
I/)ndon to their physician that there is much 
sicknejis in their neighborhood in the country, 
and ask for som(^rescription from him, which 
they used to like themsch'CvS, and then give it 
to all t'leir friends and to all their poorernei^b- 
bors who will take it Now, instead of giving 
medicine, of which you cannot possibly know 
the exact and proper application, nor all its 
consequences, would it not be better if you were 
to persuade and help your poorer neighbors to 



remove tUa dung hill froiu before thed>ir. to 
put in a wiiitiow which opens, or nn .\rn >tt’s 
venlilator, or to cle-mso and lime-wash the cot- 
tigo«? Of these things the bcnetlts are sure. 
The benetUs of the inexpcricni’cd administra- 
tion of medicines are by no means so sure. 

Hommopatby has introduced one essential 
amelioration in the practice of physic by ama- 
teur females; for its rules are excellent, its 
bvsicking comparatively harmless the “glo- 
ulii” istheonegmin of folly which appears 
to be necessary to mako any good thing Jiccep- 
hd)le. Let then women, if they will give med- 
icine, give hommop.ithic medicine. It w-on’t 
do any barm. 

An almost universal error among women is 
the supposition that everybody trt'wl have the 
bowels on. ned tmeo in every twenty four hours, 
or must uy immediately to aperients. The re- 
verse is the contdusion of expericnee. 

This is a doctor’s subject, and I will not en- 
ter more into it; but will simply repeat, do not 
go on taking or giving to your cbilili'en a>)omi- 
nable “courses of aperients,” without oalUng 
in the doctor. 

It is very stddom indeed, that by choosing 
your diet, you cannot regulate your own bow- 
els; and every woman may ivateh herwdf to 
know what kind of diet will do this; I have 
known deficiency of me.at produce constipUion 
quite as often as deficiency of vegetables; ba- 
ker’s bread much ofbmer than either. Home 
mad© brown bread will ofteuer cure it than any- 
thing else. 

(2. ) It is often s.aicl by women, that th^y can- 
not know anything of the laws of Ueaith, or 
what to do to preserve their children’s health, 
because they can know nothing of *• P.itholo- 
gy." or cannot “ dissect,” —a confusion of 
ideas which it is hard to attempt to disentangle. 
Pathology teaches tho harm that di-wase has 
done. But It teaches nothing more. Wo know 
nothing of the principle of health, the positive 
of which pathology is the negative, except from 
observation and experience. And nothing but 
observation and experience will teach us the 
ways to maintain or to bring back the state of 
health. It is often thought that medicine is 
tho curative process. It is no such thing; 
medicine is the surgery of functions, as surgery 
proper is that of limbs and orgius. Neither 
can do anything but remove obstructions; 
neither can cure; nature alone cures. .Surgery 
removes the bullet out of the limb, which is an 
obstruction to cure, hut nature heals tho wound. 
So it is with medicine; the function of an organ 
becomes obstructed; medicine, so far as we 
know, assists nature to remove tho obstruction, 
but does nothing more. And what nursing has 
to do in either ctise, is to put the patient in the 
best condition for nature to act upon him. 
Generally, just the contrary is done. You 
think fresh air, and quiet and cleaoliness ex- 
travagant, perhaps (iingerous, luxuries, which 
should be given to the patient only when quite 
convenient, and medicine tho .rine qnn no?i, the 
panacea. If I have succeede<l in any lue^isure 
m dispelling this illusion, and in showing what 
true nursing is, and what it is not, my object 
will have been answered. 

Now for the caution: — 

(3.) It seems n commonly received idea 
among men , and even among women themselves, 
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thiit it rtHjiiirea notbin{{ but a diHj\p|K>iuttuent 
in love, the want of an object, a t^eueml die* 
gUKt. or incapacity for other thiugM, to turn a 
womuu into a good nuise. 

Thin Tomindn one of the pirish where a atu- 
id uM in tn was set to be echordimuiter because 
e was “past keeping the pigs." 

Apply the above receipt for making a good 
nurse to making a good servant. And the re* 
ceipt will be found to fail 

Yet pop'ilar novelists of recent days have in- 
vented ladies disappointed in love nr fresh out 
of tl»e dmwing-rooui, turning into the war-hos- 
pitals to rtnd their wounded lovers, and when 
luund, forthwith abandoning their siek*ward 
for their lover, as might be expected. Yet in 
the estimation of the authors, those ladies were 
none the worse for that, but on the contrary, 
were Iwroine-s of nursing. 

What cniil mistakes are sometimes made bv 
benevolent men uud women in m Uters of busi- 
ness about which they can kuow nothing and 
think they know a great deal 

The everyday management of a large ward, 
let alone of a bospiud— the knowing what are 
the laws of life and death for m»*u, and what 
the lava of health for wards — ^and war<ls are 
healthy or uuhealthy. mainly according to the 
knowledge or ignorance of the nurse) — are not 
these matters of aufficient importance and dith- 
cnlty to le^uire learning by experience and 
careful inquiry, just as much ns any other art? 
They do not come by inspiration to the hwly 
disappointed in love, nor to the poor workhouse 
drudge hard up for a livelihood. 

An<l terrible is the injury' which has followed 
to the sick from such wild notioas! 

In this respect, (and why is it so?) in Homan 
Cathol.c countries, both writers and workers 
are, in theory at least, far before ours. They 
would never think of such a Uginuing for a 
good working Superior or Sister of Charity. 
And many n Superior has refused to admit a 
Posluhitii who appeared to have iia better “ vo- 
cation" or reasons for offering herself than 
these. 

It is true tee make “no vows." But is a 
** vow " necessary to convince us that the true 
spirit for learning any art, most e.specially an 
art of charity, aright, is not a disgust to everj*- 
thing or something else? Do wo really place 
the love of our kind (and of nuTHing, as one 
branch of it) so low as this ? What would the 
M^re Ang^lique of Port Royal, what would our 
own Mrs. Fry have said to this? 

Notr. — I would earnestly ask my sisters to 
keep clear of both the jargons now current 
everywhere, (for they <ire equally jargons;) of 
the jargon, namely, about the ** rigiiU" of wo- 
men, which urges women to do all that men do, 
including tbo medical and other professions, 
merely because men do it, and without regard 
to whether this is the best that women can do; 
and of the jargon which urges woman to do 
nothing that men do, merely because they are 
women, aud should be “recalled to a sense of 
their duty as women," and because “this is 
women’s work," and “that is men’s," and 
“these are things which women should not do," 
which is all assertion, and nothing more. 
Surely woman should bring Ihi best she has, 
tMofti'cr that is, to the work of God's world, 
wi thout attending to cither of these cries. For 



what are they, both of them, the one just tia 
much as the other, but listening to the “what 
people will SHV," to opinion, to the “voices 
from without?* And as a W'ise man has said, 
un one has ever done anything grctit or useful 
by Ust»*ning to the voic -s from without 

You do not want the effect of your good 
things to be, “ How wonderful for a le tmani" 
nor would you be deterred from good things by 
hearing it M.tid. Yes, but she ought not to 
have done this, l>ecause it is not siiitiible for a 
woman." lint you want to do the thing that is 
good, whether it is “suitable for a woman" or 
not 

It does not make a thing good, that it is re- 
markable thit a womui shoidd have baen able 
to do it Neither does it make a thing bad, 
W’hich would have been gou<l had a man done 
it that it has been done by a woman. 

Oh, leave these jargons, and go your way 
straight to God's work, in simplicity and sin- 
gleness of b )art — .l/tss Xujhliiijtie. 
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1*/. T'l secure the snbliers and snilnrt find 
their /amiUes, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., leithout cost to the claimant. 

2(L protect soliliers or sailors and their 
families from imposture and fraud. 
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ith. To give gvotuibnis advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
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THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 

Was cooMtitiited by the S^rretAry of War in 
Jane, 18»U, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the SnrKeon-G»*nerHl of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of orpani- 
satiou were approved by tlio Prtwident of the 
United Htutea. Ito present organization is as 
foUow's: 

H. W. Il^dlowR, D.D.. New York. 

A. D- Hacho, LUD., Washington, D. 0. 

F. L. 01mRte<i, California. 

Oeortje T. Strong, Esc]., New York. 

Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. R Van Unren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shira-s, U. S. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Snrg.-Gen’l U. S. A. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

8, G. Howe, M.O., Boston. Mass. 

C. U. Agnew, M D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt Rev, T. M. Clarke. Providence. U. L 
Hon. R W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, 111. 

Hon. .loMcph Holt, Washington. D. C. 

Horace Binney, Jr., Pbilmlt-lphia, Penn. 

Rev. J. IL Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mohs. 

Prof. Fairmun Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. StilU. 

Fzra R McCagg, Chicago, DL 
OFFicjum: 

H. W. BcIIowb, D.D., President. 

A. T). Ilaehe, LL.D., V’ice-Preaidont, 

George T. Strong, Treaanrer. 

J, Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Serretary, 

J, 8. Newtierry, M.D., Associate fk'cretary, 

J. H. Doiiglzjj, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 

8TA?(DI?rO OOJnfTTTE*. 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 

George T. Strong. 

William H. Van lluron, M.D. 

Wol<\)tt Giblw, 31. D. 

C. R Agnew, M.D. 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanltarr CnmmtMiion has made arrangementa 
for supplying Loformatlon gratuitouiity. with regard to 
paUeDla In atl the United States Ooneral Uospltala 

For Inrormation relative to patienta In the Hospltali in 
Kew York, New Jersey, t!io New EugUnd States, East- 
ern Virginia, Maryland. Diatrlct of Columbia, North 
Carolina. South Carolina, Florida and I.»nuislaiia, addreaa 
**OAce of Sanitary Oommlaaiou, Washington, D. C.** 

For the Hospitals In Pennsylvania, address '*OfRre of 
BaDltary Conuniaslon, No. 1,907 Chestnut Btreet, Pblla* 
i, Iphla.’* 

For the Uoepltala In Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Dllnols. Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky. Tenneasee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address "Office Sanitary Com- 
ndsalon. LonlsviUe, Ky." 

In all caaea the ivamo, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person Inquirecl for should bo given, and where be 
was when last heard from. If the aimlicathm Is by letter, 
the answer wlU be sent by return or mall ; If In person. 
It will be answered at onco ; or If by telomph, an 
answer will be retumod immediately at the inquirer's 
expense. 

Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
•ffsctuallr than by frequently and widely diaseminatlng 
a knowle^e of the above, among those who have frien<U 
In the army. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary CommisHion, umler si*ccial author- 
ity of the Prcmdciit of the United HtalcM, maintains 
an extensive ejMtem of agencies for eei uring the 
safe convfvanct* to, and <lisiribuUon of, giMMb put 
in it« ciiarge for the aick and wounded at {lointa 
where they are mont wanlcil. It ciporates with 
e<jn*'l care am! gener»mity at all p<iinU— at New Or- 
leans and at Wartliington, before Charlestint and at 
ChattaiuKiga — its diHlrilmtioiui !>eing govenied hj a 
compariKon of the wantA of the patients in all caaoa. 
The following i« a list of deiM^tn, to which auxiliary 
scKuetiee, and all diK|ats(Hl to aid the Mick and 
wouml«<ri, without rt^fereitce to States or ItK-alities, 
but simpiy to their relative norcsiiUy for assist- 
ance, are invited to send thoir oCTeriugs: 

Kanitan.’CcjmmiHKion, Branch Deixit, No. 18 West 
Street. Rwton, Moms. 

Saiiitarv roiimiiitsion, Branch Di^pot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Comn>im«ion, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
CheHtmit Stri'i't, Fhilatlelphia. 

Sanitary (.'oinmini«ion, Branch Depot, No. 43 
South Sharp Stivel, Baltimore. Md. 

SHuitar>’CommitH«ion^ Branch Depot, comer Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary OunmiHsion, Branch Dc|)ot, No. 05 
Bank Slnn't, Clevolaml, O. 

Sanitary CoinmiH.oion, Branch Depot, No. CO Mad- 
ison Stn'ot, Chicago, 111. 

Saniiarv GniimiHMion, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am's Block, BulfaUi, New York. ' 

Sanitary (>>mmiHMion, Branch Depot, No. 59 ith 
8tr^^et, iVttslmrg, IVim. 

Sanitary C«unmisMioii, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Coninitssion, Branch Depot, Culumbua, 
Ohio. 

Sanitary Commisaion, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 

The Commisaion receives no peenniary aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wholly do^»end- 
ent on the voluntary ciiiitribnliouB of the public for 
the means of sustaining its o|>erations. Contnba- 
tions to the Tn anury are sidicitisl, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Es4i., Treasurer, 
« Wall Street, N. Y. 



RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

Oenerml 8u)wrtDtMndent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Waahlnf* 
ton. D. C. Chief AMUetant, J. B. Abbott 

Holdlera’ Huuio, near Baltimore Uailxoad Depot, Waah- 
Ingtou. D. 0. 

BoUUcr's Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Bouton. 

Lotlge No. 4. tl iwtweuu I9th and 14tb Rtreeta. 

Lodge No. S, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad BtaUon. 

Nurses' Home, WaMbiiigtou, D. 0. 

Soldiers' Uoiue, Third Blreot, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati. Ohio— Col. W. D. Audrewa, Sup't, 

Hnldiera’ Home, Cairo, IlL — 0. N. Shipman, Sup't and 
Belief Agent. 

Soldiers' Home. LonlsrlUe. Ry.— James Malona, Sup’t. 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, NaabvlUe, Tenn.—L. Crane, Sup’t and 
Belief Agent 

Soldiers' Home, Colnmbus, Ohio . Sup’t 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland. Ohio — Clark Warren, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent 

Soldiers’ L<xlge, near landing, Memphis, Tann.— C.W. 
Christy. Sup't and Relief Agent 

Soldiers’ Lodge. Vicksburg, Misa— T. Wsy, Sup’t 

AdKxcv roa pxNsiows. 

William F. Bsscom, Pension Agent Washington, D. 0 
aospiTAi. CABa 

Between Washington and New York— SoL Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon In charge. 

Between New York and Boston, vis Springfield. 

Between LuulsvUlo sod Murfreesboro’— Dr. J. P. Bar> 
nom, Surgeon in ebarga 

SAJCITAnT STKAICKB. 

Oumbsrland Blvsr— New Dnnlelth. 
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Imported Wines, 
Brandies, See., 

OF THE PUREST QUALITY, 




FOB 

Medicinal & Sanitary Purposes, 

Such as arc cstt nsivi lj ii«rd in the 

UNITED STATES HGEPITALS, 

AND i:r Tun 

SANITARY COMMISSION. 



Adapted to every Branch of 
Business. 



MAM FAUTlIliKn ONLY RY 

THE Cr.niHU l?JVE?4T0riS, 

EiT.FAIRBAlSKO,, 

St. Johnsbary, Vermont. 



AT.SO, 

American Wines, 

or the lli^hcflt Orntlcf). 



SOLE AGENT IN NEW YOdK AND WASHINGTON FOR 

LONGWORTH'S 

Spaini and Still Catawba Wine, 

Hi-andies, &c., &c. 



PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 
FAiaBANKS & CO., 

No. £52 Broadway, New York. 
PAIBBANKS & BROWN, 

No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 
FAIRBANKS, CREENLEAF & Co., 
No. n2 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWIN5, 

Masonic Hall, Phi.adelphia. 
FAI3BANKS & CO , 

No. 24G Baltimore St., Baltimore. 

DtsrripHrc Circulars furnishM or 
m-iilcil to aiii/ (uUress, on application to 
either of the afore. 
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OKFICIil OF THF 

(ColumWaii (gjiariue) fii^uvattw 
COMPANY, 

CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 

CASH CAPITAL, . - - Si, 000, 000. 

From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 



Total Amount of Assets, .January 1, 1864 $3,140,930 80 

Total Amount of I’reininnis 3,262,256 76 

Excess of Earned Premiums over Ii 0 .sses, Ac 1,137,063 33 

Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Continpfcncies 441,206 49 

Guaranteed Cush Dividend to Dealers, (holding ceilificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued , 

or not 269,614 80 

Scri|i Dividend to Dealers, on Eanieil Premiums 15 per cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders ... 26 per cent. 



LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Bisks on which the Premiein is paid in like Correnej. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will lie allowed the option (to bo 
sitrnifitMl at the time of applieation for insurance) of rctreiving in lieu of strrip, at the end 
of each year, UKTUUNS IN CASH, (f'uaranteed by ccrtiticatc) of premiums paid and 
eorniMl duriik*: tlic vear, wheilicr Io.‘vs accrues or not, upou all new riski under the NEW 
YOIIK FORM Of I'OLICV, as follows: 



1st. Upon all VOVAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PER CENT. 

2*1. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 
3d. U|Hm TI.MFl Risks upon FRKIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULIiS, a return of TEN per cent. 



Such privilejre, however, boin^if confined to persons and firms, the aggrejjate of whoso 
premiums upon snch |Hjlicie.s earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 



Enw.4Rn.Rowp.. 
ruMu. \v lORt>, 
<iHiRt;E MII.N. 
jons .iTKiN.*^>N. 

THtK. A C. tX) ilRANE, 
WM. 11 HU><EY, 

Tll H. 

hol.ASn it. MTTC1UK1.L, 
A1 BWtT G. 1.F.E, 
GEOUiiE P. DfcXnON, 

0 L. MMS, 



DIRECTORS. 

M F. MFJUCK, 

WM B. oei|»F..V, 

JOHN ARMSTHONO, 

B C. MORRIS. 

ANIlRKW J. RICH, 

OAS’L W. TELLER, 

JOHN D. B.mS.jR., 
ciiarixs IIICKOX, 

RolIKRr BOWNB, 

LAWRENCE MVER3, 

8, N. DERRICK, 



MOSES MFRICK, 
DAVin J. K1.Y, 
JOSEPH M<iRRt=ON, 
WM. n. POrUAM, 

B. C. MORRIS, Jk , 
fZRA NYB, 

HENRY J. CAMJfANN, 
THOMAS LORD, 
ROBERT a. HOLT, 

J. B. GRIEHN. 



THOS. LORD, Vice-President. 



B, C. MORRIS, President, 



WM. M. WHITNEY 2d Vice-President and Becretary. 
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E. & H. T. ANTHONY, 

MINPICTURBRS OP PflOTOGRlPniC MITERIILS, 

501 Broadway, New York. 



SARD PHOTOSH AFHS. 



Our Catalogue now embraces considerably orer 



FOUR THOUSAND 



different scbjects, (to whicli additions are continually being uiade,^ of Portraits of 
Emiucul Americans, etc., viz.: 



110 Major Generals, 

230 Brigaxlier Generals, 
270 Colonels, 

00 Lieut. Colonels, 

250 Other Officers, 

82 Officers of the Navy, 



550 Statesmen, 

130 Divines, 

110 Authors, 

34 Artists, 

120 Stage, 

60 Prominent Women. 



147 Prominent Foreign Portraits. 



2,500 COPIES OF WORKS OF ART, 

Including rcprodnctiLni of the most celebrated EngraTingi, Paintings, Statues, &c. 

CATALOGUES SEA'T OjY RECEIPT OF STAMP. 



Aa ord«r Ter Ooe Deneo I'lCTUR^ from oar Catalogue will be flilts! oo rweipl of and wot bj mail, /re* 



PHOTOGRAPHIC ALSUWS. 

Of theaa ve manafactare a great rarletj, ranging in price frevm &0 centi to f&O each. 

Our ALBUMS bare the reputation of belog aiiperior in beaut)' and durability to any olhera. 
They can be iseot by mail at a pottage of one cent per o*. 



Wg also keep on hand a large asgorlment of 



STEREOSCOPES AND STEREOSCOP ID VIEWS. 

Our Catalogue of these will be sent to any address on receipt of stamp. 

E. & H. T. A^TIIO^ Y, 



Maoufacturers of PbotogTHpbic MatcriaU. 

OOt BROADWAY, IVKW TORIA. 



Friends or Relatives of Prominent Military Men will confer a favor bj mmdiag us tbetr 
likencssos to copy. They will be kept carefully, and returno<l uninjured. 

^ 9 " FINB ALBUMS MADE TO ORDER for Congregations to present to their Pastor, 
or for other purposes, with auitable iuscriptious, <fcc. 

A fine asRortment of Stereoscopic Views of the Battle Fields, Ac., of the present War. 
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KEI’OUT OF E. n. McCAGG AND 
E. \V. B1.ATCIIFORD, 

PBESIDE.NT AND TUEAHUBEB OP THE SOSTH-WEST- 

EKN niUNCU OP THE JIANITABT COMMIEaiON. 

During the months of May nnil June we 
made a brief visit to tho headcinarters of the 
United States Sanitary Commission in the 
West, and a rapid tonr through its field of 
operations in tho Army of tho Cumberland. 
We submit tho following brief report of our 
observations, which may not be wholly de- 
void of interest or practical utility to our 
numerous co-laborers through tho North- 
West. 

Our object, in this visit, was to look into 
the Sanitary Commission in its details— to 
examine tho manner in which it performs 
its work — to ob.s<?rvo the character and effi- 
ciency of tho agents employed at various 
points — in particular, to look carefully and 
criti<!idly into its method of forwarding 
and distributing sanitary stores, and to os- 
certaiu what is the j>er centage of loss,(if 
any,) between tho first receipt of supplies 
from tho Aid Societies, and their final dis- 
tribution by tho Commission to tho.se for 
whom they are intended. In our investiga- 
tion we applied to the Commission the 
same rules of critieism by which any pri- 
vate business is judged. 

Wo followed along tho oiitire line of san- 
itary operations from Louisville to Kings- 
ton, Oa , talking with almost every agent 
between the two ])laees, examining critical- 
ly and systematically their books and ac- 
counts, inspecting their bills of lading and 
memorumhiuf articles shipped, and observ- 
ing for ourselves in what manner and spirit 
they disbursed their stores to the hospitals 
and hospital trains, t > soldiers in the “rests’* 
or “ homes," and to those in transitu. 
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At Lonisvillo, Nashvinp, iintl Clnittaiioo- 
ga are the principal depots or bases of sup- 
plies, the radiating centres of the Commis- 
sion. The amount of labor necessarily per- 
formed at these points is very arduous, but 
only the smallest amount of clerical and 
other force is employed, consisbuit with the 
proper and prompt performance of the 
work; and no man is employed who is not 
selected and retained, because of his emi- 
nent fitness for his position. It would be 
too much to say that no mistakes are made 
by the Commission in the serection of its 
agents, but we think these mistakes ore 
rare. 

The dstributing agents are more often 
than otherwise men of education, accus- 
tomed to the comforts of home, and the re- 
finements of sociid life, lint in the service 
of the Commission they endure an amount 
of discomfort for lack of the means and ap- 
pliances of living, which negatives the idea 
that they have accepted their positions for 
selfish ends. They live in narrow and con- 
fined quarters, sleeping three and tour in a 
room, and not unfrequcutly on boxes and 
counters, subsisting on fare at times un- 
plea-santly frugal, separated from their fam- 
ibes, foregoing society, ignoring recreation 
and amusement, dwelling in an atmosphere 
of sufiering, turmoil and strife, and forced 
by the circumstances in which they are 
placed, to practice patience and forbear- 
ance, even after they cea.se to be virtues. 
All this must be seen to bo appreciated or 
believed. 

These agents keep up with the army, and 
as it moves forward and takes possession of 
a place, there the agents follow, with a sup- 
ply larger or smaller, ns is deemed advisa- 
ble, and if it bo a point to which sick or 
wounded men can be sent, the agency is 
maintained there, and kejit consbintly sup- 
plied. Where the army encamps in the 
morning, the Commission has pitched its 
tent long before night Operating at the 
front, a prominent and experienced agent 
accompanies each division of the army, 
with wagons, supplies, and such assistance 
as he may need. The danger and hardship 
attendant on this employment may bo im- 
agined. 

As soon as Gen. Sherman began his ad- 
vance from Chattanooga, the Commission, 



auticipating severe fighting, commenced 
collecting at that point a large surplus of 
battle supplies, aud wt=re thus enabled to 
render us.sistanee to some five or six thous- 
and woumieil men promptly and efilciently. 
All the wounded that will bear transisirta- 
tion, during the present campaign, are sjnt 
as speedily as po.ssiblo to the more import- 
ant and well regulated hospitals at Louis- 
ville, Nashville, aud Chattanooga. They 
are there placed in cireumstanccs where 
they are comparatively independent of the 
Commission — the provisions of government, 
and the hospital fund, in Ihe main, stiffieiug 
for their needs. But on the battle-field, 
where the wounde<l soldier sometimes waits 
for hours his turn to be removed from the 
rear to the field hospital, or from the am- 
bulaiiec to the ho.spital train, or where the 
crowded hospital trains, with their living 
freiglit of misery, wait at a station hours 
for orders to move forward, there the agents 
of the Commission arc systematically at 
work, supplying the soldier's immediate 
wants, and furnishing him with the food 
and stimulants necessary to keep him alive. 
It is here that the value of Ihe Commission 
is most vividly realized, and its noble ser- 
vices most gratefully acknowledged. 

When one comes to understand what an 
enormous labor it i.s to supply the army 
proper — the fighting men, aud their neces- 
sary com|)lemeiit of horses, mules, &e. — 
with food, forage, powder and lend in such 
a country os that through which Sherman 
is advancing, and which taxes the govern- 
ment almo.st beyond description, one real- 
izes the special need of the Commission, 
and feels that the beneficent work which it 
is now doing must be left undone wore the 
Commission not in existence, thereby en- 
tailing a more fearful loss of life on the 
country, and a more frightful amount of 
suffering on her brave defenders. 

It is sometimes objected by the captious, 
that the supplies of the Commission are 
tardily forwarded to their destination. But 
we could find no reasonable ground for 
such a charge. There is, and there has 
been, at time.s, difficulty in obtaining trans- 
portation, which becomes more serious os 
the array advances farther from its base of 
supplies, arisiug from the fact that govern- 
ment taxes to tha utmost all the means of 
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trannportation, in mnintaining the army in 
good fighting condition. But there ia no 
delay in the transmission of sanitary stores 
that ia not shared by the stores of the Gov- 
ernment; while, wherever there ia a lick of 
railroad facilities, the Commission pushes 
on its supplies by me ms of w igoas 

The railroad from Nashville to Chafta- 
noogs, built before the war, was badly con- 
structed, poorly ballasted, and intended 
only for small travel. Of course it is now 
inadequate to the carrying of the immense 
supplies for Sherman’s army, and accidents, 
repairs and delays are inevitable. Six miles 
on hour is about the highest rate of speed 
attained; and then, on either side, are 
seen, strewn along the road, wrecks of cars 
and locomotives, sraa.shcd in every conceiv- 
able manner, telling of some fearful acci- 
dent, or guerrilla fight. Impossibilities 
should not be demanded of the Government 
or the Commission; and the only matter of 
wonder ia, under all the circumstances, that 
transportation to the front of Sherman's 
army ia as rapid and safe as it is. 

So also of the loss and waste of supplies. 
It would, of course, be too much to say that 
nothing ia lost. But our examination led 
us to the conclusion that we had, in our 
statements, over estimated the per centage 
of wa.stc, mi.sappropriation, and loss in 
transmission. Almost universally supplies 
reach the different po'nis of distribution 
nearly to the full measure in which they 
are sent, and the loss and wo.ste are, at tho 
largest, not over six per cent, of tho sup- 
plies. The nurses in the hospitals are very 
generally convalescent soldiers, with per- 
haps one or more women to act ns matrons, 
or to have charge of the linen department. 
If, not yet robust, and still unfit for duty 
with their regiments, these soldier nurses 
sometimes use sanitary stores, they must 
not be too severely blamed, for it must bo 
remembered that they also need recupera- 
tion and strength, in common with their 
feebler patients. 

At Chattanooga the Commission has 
under cultivation an immen.se vegetable 
garden for the use of the hospitals. There 
are 200 acres in all — IGO in vegetables, and 
40 in grapes; the land being that of an 
abandoned plantation. It ia worked by de- 
tailed soldiers, one company being station- 



ed as guard.s, with 20 or 30 horses and mules 
for plowing and teaming, all without charge 
to the Commission, except for head gar- 
dener’s wages and cost of seed. Its worth 
to the hospitals is almost beyond computa- 
tion. Several thonsand bushels of green 
vegetables have already been distributed to 
the hospitals from this garden, and it wrill 
continue productive to the very lost of tho 
season. A similar garden is cultivated at 
Knoxville, and other places. 

The hospital cars for the transportation 
of the sick and wounded men, are also due 
to the genius and benevolence of tho Uni- 
ted States Sanitary Commi.s,sion. 

Imagine a c.ir a little wider than the or- 
dinary one, placed on springs, and having 
on each side three tiers of bertha or cots, 
suspended by rubber bands. These cots 
are so arranged as to yield to tho motion of 
the car, thereby avoiding that jolting ex- 
perienced even on the smoothest and best 
kept road. There are usually several of 
these cars in a hospital train, with tho snr- 
geon’s car in tho middle. The car is divi- 
ded into three compartments; at one end 
ia the store room, where are kept the eat- 
ables and bedding; nt tho other, the kitch- 
en; and between the two the surgeon's 
room, containing his bed, secretary, and 
shelves and pigeon holes for instruments, 
medicines, kc. A narrow hall connects tho 
store room and kitchen, and great windows 
or openings in the opposite sides of tho 
car give a pleasant draft of air. 

The men come on at evening, selected 
from tho different hospitals, according to 
their ability to be moved, and after having 
had their tea, the wounds have to be freshly 
dressed. This takes till midnight, perhaps 
longer, and the surgeon must be on the 
watch continually, for on him falls the res- 
ponsibility, not only of the welfare of tho 
men, but of tho safety of the train. Thero 
ia a conductor and brakeman, and for them, 
too, there is no rest. Each finds enough 
to do as nurse or a.ssistant. In the morn- 
ing, after a breakfast of delicious coffee or 
tea, dried beef, dried peaches, soft bread, 
cheese, Ac., the wounds have to be dreaa- 
eil a second time, and again in the after- 
noon, a third. As the trains arrive at 
Kingston, Dalton, Itesoca, and other pointe 
agents are waiting its arrival, who have 
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been telegraphed of its coming, having 
with them a supply of food, drink, and 
clothing for the men, which they distribute 
to the poor fellows ns they have need. 

The Hospital Directory, located at Lou- 
iaville, is another department of the Com- 
mission, which is of unspeakuhlu value. 
Its specialty has been ao often de.seribed, 
and is so well understood and api)rcoiated, 
as to ni»ed no words of onrs at this time. 
Daily the agents of the Directory answer 
hnndreds of inquiries, by letter or tele- 
graph, concerning sick or wounded sol- 
diers, whoso whereabouts is lost to their 
friends at home; and the anxiety, which is 
thus relieved, cannot bo computed. 

Tliere is extreme good feeling between 
the Medical Department and the Commis- 
sion, the former rendering the latter every 
possible aid in prosecution of their humane 
work. The greatest courtesy is also shown 
to the representatives of the Sanitary Com- 
mission by the army and railroad employ- 
ees, who facilitate their labels in every way 
within their power. 

In conclusion, we would say, that our 
visit to the Commission, not only at its 
head-quarters, but throughout its various 
departments, gave us the greatest satisfac- 
tion. Any waste, or loss, or evils attend- 
ant on the workings of the Commission, 
are not worth mentioning, compared with 
the good accomplished. We have return- 
ed, happy in our connection with tliis co- 
lossal humanitarian movement, j)roud of 
the good it is accomplishing, and satisfied 
with its efficiency, honesty and usefulness. 

E. D. Mi.'Caoo, Presii/eiil. 

E. W. DL.4TCHF()im, Tivm. 

A'. If’. Son. Commigsion. 

June IG// 1 , 1861. 



COUNTY COUNCILS. 

Wo have received the official report of a 
County Council recently held at Tarrytown, 
Westchester County, New York. It was 
compose<l of delegates from the various Sol- i 
diers’ Aid Societit s, and ns this is the first 
one of the kind we have heard of, we pub- 
lish the entire report, hoi»ing thereby to 
incite similar gatherings throughout the 
country. We commend it to the serious 
consideration of our readers, and hope the 
plan may bo generally adopted. From jmr- 



! Bonal eximrienco of the Branch Councils, 
held in Washington by the Sanitary Com- 
mission, we know how ]>leosaut and how 
stimulating it is to meet and shako hands 
with those who have been united in the same 
great and good work which has so grown 
into our hearts and lives these post years. 

The following is the letter of invitation 
mldressed to the I’resideiits of the Soldier's 
Aid Societies: 

jttnt tm, ise<. 

Mai).vm— In aeeordanco with the sugges- 
tion contained in the Third Annual Keport 
of the Woman’s Central iYssoeiation of Be- 
lief, it is jiroposed to hold o County Coun- 
cil of the Soldiers’ Aid Societies of West- 
chester and Putnam Counties, at Tany- 
town, July 5th, at 10 o’clock, A. M. This 
day has bv‘cn selected, as a very large Fair 
for the la'nefit of the sick and wounded 
soldiers, will be held at Tarrytown during 
the week, and many delegates would jirob- 
ably attend it. 

It is retpiested that short reports bo pre- 
sented by each Society of what has beenac- 
compli.shed since the beginning of the war; 
but the main object will bo “ to diffuse in- 
formation about the work and the wants of 
the Sanitary Commission as fully and wide- 
ly as possible,” and to bring into personal 
contact the earnest workers for this cause. 
Wo ask that you will lay this proposition 
before your Society, and send to the meet- 
ing five delegates. We shall be glad to see, 
buside these, any persons interested in the 
cause. 

The meeting will bo held in the basement 
of Christ’s Church, Tarrytown. 

Mi'..s. 1’tEBHE Van Coim,.tNr>T, 

AfS'K. M'tnafffr IF. C. R. A. far J'uinam Co. 
and \uriJifm Wett keUtr Co. 

Mias G. B. ScHUYi-KB, 

Auoc. M'.mdfffr /or S<Mtkem Wettekester Co. 

Miss Fanny Aunou), 

Attoc. ilanag r for £at’em Wetlrkeitrr Co. 
llEiHiirr: 

Cofttih/ OtttTtcilo/ Ai>l of 

^Vcs^che&^cr (iml Pntnam jV. }\ 

Tho First Council of the SoUlient’ Relief So- 
cieties of the Counties of WestehesWr and Put- 
nam convened at 1 hrist (.’hurch, in Tarrytown, 
on the 5th of July inst, at 10 o'clock, A. 

The nieetinR was colled to order by Mrs, 
Pierre Van Cortlimdt, and Mrs. G, Hilton 
Scribner was appointed secretary. 

The roll of the Societies in the two counties 
was then called, when it was found that the iSo- 
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ciotips of the following pUcen were represented 
by dolepatca in the Council, viz. : 

Sing Sing— No. of delegates, 5— Mrs. Camp- 
bell, Mrs. PenU. Mrs. Cox, Miss Carpenter, and 
Mrs. Cunningham. 

Garrison— No. of delegates, 2— Mrs. Belcher 
and Mrs. Livingstoiu 

TABRrrowN Union IIeuep Sotiett — No. of 
delegates, 4— Mrs. KnowUon, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs, 
Kyder, and Mis.s C. Wilson. 

Tarrytown Soldieiah* Aid Society op Re- 
poRMED Dutch Churcb — No. of delegates, 2 — 
Miss Cobb and Miss Thompson. 

Pkekskill — No. of delegates. 3 — Mni. D. D. 
Soymour, Mrs. Stewart, and Mrs. Huasy. 

VoRKTowTi — No. of delegates, 2 — Mrs. Tomp- 
kins and Miss Tompkins. 

Irvington — No. of delegates, 4— Mrs. Irving. 
Miss Irving, Mrs, Crosby, and Mrs. Sturgis. 

White Plains — No. of delegates, 4 -Mrs. 
Berrian, Mrs. Clapp, Miss Underhill, and Mrs. 
Fisher. 

Dobbs Ferry— No. of delegates. 3 — Mrs. Ack- 
erman, Miss Laight, and Miss Hotchkiss. 

Yonkers— No. of delegates, .*> — Mrs. Everett 
Clapp, Miss M. Walsh. Mrs. Justus Lawrence, 
Mrs. Brett, and Mrs, G. Hilton Scribner. 

Each Society was then called upon to report 
The reports of the several Societies show them 
to be in a prosperons condition as regards finan- 
ces, the amount of work accomplished, and the 
good feeling existing between the earnest co> 
workers in the cause. 

It was peculiarly refreshing for these dele- 
gates from the various societies to meet and 
each gather encouragement from the stimula- 
ting example of the others in this great work, 
wherein woman may show at once her sympa- 
thy with suffering humanity, and her love of 
country. The ^Vllite Plains Society deser\'es 
especial meDtiou from the fact that they have 
been contending with many discoumgementa, 
but have still kept the good work moving. 

The Alert Clubs form a prominent fcHturo in 
some of the Societies, and seem to be a most 
decided success, well worthy recommendation. 
We were happily surprised at the large number 
of articles of clothing made in all these Socie- 
ties. Many hands mnst have worked diligent- 
ly to have accomplished so much. 

After the reading of the Reports, the Presi- 
dent read a most interesting and piihy letter 
from Miss G. B. Schuyler, depicting in graphic 
terms the sacrifices made by our sisters in the 
West, compared with whose noble deeds our 
own seemtNl to pale into insignificance. 

Dr. Frank ft. Hamilton, Medical Inspector 
under Gen. Rosecrans, wa.s then introduced, 
and addressed the Council, giving us his expe- 
rience from the first battle of Bull Run down to 
a recent date, showing the great siilferings that 
necessarily followed every battle, before the al- 
leviating hand of the Sanitary Commission was 
stretched forth, and the comparative comforts 
that the suffering soldiers now enjoy as the 
blessed fruit of its noble work. 

The Doctor was interrogated as to the work- 
ings of the Sanitary Commission, all of which 
interrogatories were satisfictorily answered. 
Borne questions were also asked relative to the 
efficiency of the Christian Commission. A brief 
discussion then ensued touching the following 
subjects: 



1st As to the proper mode of organizing and 
conducting Alert Clubs os auxiliaries to the So- 
cieties. 

2d. As to whether the several Societies com- 
posing this Coun ci 1, when considered as branches 
of the Woman’s Central Relief Association, are 
Hubonlinate to or co-ordinate with that Associ- 
ation, in their powers of contributing directly 
to any objwt deemed worthy of their support 

Upon the suggestion of the Prerident the 
thanks of the l ouncil were unanimously ten- 
dered to Dr. Hamilton for his able and enlight- 
ened address before the Council, after which, 
on motion, the Council adjourned to meet on 
the first Tuesday of October, with the Society 
at Sing Sing. 

.Mrs. Pierre Van Cortiandt, Pres't. 
Mrs. G. Hilton Scbibneii, Sec'y. 

AVe annex the report of the Society 
which, upon comparison with the others, 
was found to have accomplished the great- 
est amount of work in proportion to its 
population. 

Annuftl R^K>rt of fhe Soldiers' Aid Society of Ir- 
Westchester CoMidy^ V. K, June IGlh, 

1BG4: 

OrncEER. 

Miw. John E. Williams, PresidenL 
Mrs. Os<^ar Irving, ^ 

*• J. J. Banta, 

“ ('rosby, i llce-Presidenis, 

** Woodford, 

Miss Mulhollen, J 

Mias Sarah Irving, Senary and Treasurer. 

Officers or Alert Club: 

Mrs. Sturgis, Pre.^iuleni. 

Miss Storbow, Serretary. 

Miss Lydia Brown, 7Veajurcr. 

Report: 

There have been made and sent to the Wo- 
man’s Central Association of Relief, Branch of 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission, during the 
year: 

Cotton Drawers 473 pairs. 

Flannel •' 703 •• 

Socks 77 “ 

Slippers 53 “ 

Sheets . . . .523 

Arm Slings 44 

Thread Cases 16 

Whole number of articles. 1895 

Also, a quantity of bandages, lint, old linen 
and cotton, books, magazines and newspapers; 
also, a lai^e amount of dried fruits, jellies, 

ickles, currant shrub and raspberry vinegar, 

ackgammoQ boards and dominoes. 

The number of members at the present time 
is 44, being an increase of 10 since the com- 
mo 'Cement of the present organization. 

The weekly aceraye attendance o( members of 
the Society for the whole year is 33. 

It will be remembered that work for our sick 
and wounded soldiers has been going on in this 
village from the commencement ofthe war, but 
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owing to the imp«‘rfc*rt nysteui of the eailier ef- 
forts, leaa weis accomplished in (ico y^urs than 
haB now been performed in ctie. 

For our present most successful plan of or- 
ganization. wc are indebted to the Womans 
Central Association of Relief. 10 Ct»oper Union, 
N. Y. (See SaMTJiBY Commission BnxzxiN, 
No. 12.) , 

Euhice Williams, Presiderd. 



TnEAsriiEii’a Report. * 

The receipts in money during the past year 
have been from 

Alert Club Subscription $035 21 

Donations "^17 ^0 j 

Net Proceeds of “ The Fair” 1,717 39 j 

Bale of Hags 3 00 



Total $2,772 96 

Expended for materials $2,341 11 

Bent to Treasurer of Sanitary Com- 
mission 300 00 



Total $2,641 11 | 

Balance on hand $131 85 



As we have had no other expenses, the whole 
amount of funds received has been applied di- j 
rectly to the objects of the Society, and, we 
trust, in the most economical manner. 

Baram Irvino, 7rca5urer. 

We understand that the population of the 
Tillage of Irvington numbers about 800. 
In comparing this report with what has 
been done in other parts of the State of 
New York, the peculiar advantage of these 
suburban villages of New Y'ork City, as re- 
gards wealth, should be taken into consid- 
eration. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

It is our melancholy duty to record in this 
number of the Bulletin the death of four Agents 
of the Commission; three, Mrs. Gen. Barlow, 
Prof. Hadley, of Union Theological Seminary, 
and Mr.G. C. Edgerley, stricken down by disease, 
induced by severe and long continued labors in 
an unfriendly climate, and one.William Wilson, 
wounded by a shot from the enemy’s battery, 
while on board the Commission’s supply steam- 
er, and dying in a few hours. 

To give testimony, os observers, to the Chris- 
'tian devotion of these noble friends of our suf- 
fering soldiers, is a duty willingly performed, 
for we have Udeen note from week to week of 
their fidelity which counted self denial a delight, 
if only life to the living could be made tolera- 
ble, and death to the dying more peaccful. 
Their works do follow them. 

Like brave soldiers they have fallen at their 
posts. Many to whom they brought succor 
and relief still live, and wc wish it were in our 
power to record hero their tearful tribute of 



thanks for those tender ministrations, bringing 
comfort and cheering the long night watches. 

Dr. Douglas, the Associate Secretary in 
charge at the front sends ns the following brief 
notice: 

Frofessob Hadlkt. 

Professor Hadley arrived at City Point the 
last of June, and was immediately assigned to 
duty among the relief ogents of the Commission, 
attached to the dei>ot hospital of the Ninth 
Army Corj)s. His devotedness was the remark 
of all with whom he was associated. Laboring 
early and late throughout the day, and often 
throughout the night, going wherever duty 
called him, unmindful of fatigue, or the exhaust- 
ing character of his labors, in a climate and a 
season alone sufficient to tax the powers of the 
strongest constitution, he toiled on with an ear- 
nestness aud energy’ which w'as a part of his na- 
ture, until sickness overtook him. Unwilling 
to leave the field, he lingered among the hos- 
pitals, eager to return to work, struggling 
against fever, and hoping for a renewal of 
strength, till the advice of his medical atiend- 
aut pointed the way to a return home, os tho 
surest means of recovery. It was on bis return 
home, August 2d, oust after arrival of transport 
at AVashington,) that his exhausted nalme gave 
way, and he sank into an early grave. 

The following is handed us by a Relief 
Agent, Rev. E. A. Smith, who accompanied 
Prof. Hadley to the army, and was with him at 
the time of his d< ath : 

Prof. H. wa-s assigned to duty with the Relief 
Agents of the 9th Corps’ Hospibil. There he 
continued from June 30th, the time of his arri- 
i val, until his final sickness. 

The grejit characteristic of his life there was 
his quiet, incessaut w'orkiug. He said so litUo 
of what bo saw’ and did, that we can get an idea 
of his work only from incidental clues. One of 
these was, that ho was very seldom seen resting 
himself, or lounging about tho store tent. Wo 
saw him rather going in and out of his wards, 
or coming to our tent, getting what ^uppUes he 
needed, and going quickly back again. He ntver 
twn/ to Oie. frojd. The curiosity which has at 
sometime impelled most of us to go, that we 
could take home stories of bullets and shells, 
never seemed to influence him. He cameto work, 
not to see. This he acted, though be never said 
it Great eagerness was shown during his sick- 
ness by certain of his former patients, to be of 
service to him in turn. During his passage on 
the hospital boat, it was pleasant to see certain 
of the sick stop as they recognized their former 
** Sanitary man,” and ask after his welfare. As 
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they iuquired more about him they were sur- 
prised to learn his profession. The conversa- 
tion with them had tilways been such that they 
had never sui^pected their having a Hebrew 
Professor for a “ Sanitary.” 

He seemed to be so occupied in thought with 
the suffering that he could not relieve —that he 
never seemed to consider what he had done, 
and never seomed disposed to criticise others 
uncharitably. 

In one case, when a newly appointed nurse 
showed himself grossly unfit for his place, Prof. 
H. 84iid very little about it to others, but set 
himsrlf to work to make up the short comings. 
His habit was to remedy evils and not to de- 
claim about them. It was on this occasion that 
Prof H. brought on him his last sickness. His 
repeated watchings with a lad sick with typhoid 
fever, so prostrated him he never rallied. This 
illness we all expected would p^wss off in a day 
or so, but it soon took the form of a fever, and it 
was decided that he must return home. He be- 
gan the journey under as favorable conditions as 
one could choose for a sick friend. The steamer 
Connecticut is as comfortable a boat and os 
much filled with the atmosphere of kindness os 
one would think possible fur a hospital boat. 
The first day Prof. H. seemed to improve, but 
on the next sank so rapidly, that by noon he 
had ceased to breathe. His body was taken 
charge of by the Sanitary Commission, and 
after being embalm 'd, was forwarded to his 
friends, who met it at New York. He was 
buried in New Haven, on Thursday, August 4. 

The New Y’ork Evening Pont. August 8. says: 

The sal intelligencd comes from Fortress 
Monroe of the deiith of Profes.sor Henry Ha uil- 
ton Hiulley, of the Union Theologic.d Seminary 
in this city, while on his way from the front, 
whore bis health had become shattered in the 
discharge of his arduous duties as a relief agent 
of the Sanitary Commission with tha Army of 
the Potomac. Among the many noble lives 
that have been laid npon the country's altar in 
this war none was a cosUior sacrifice than bis, 
though none hiis been more freely offere<L A 
n{>e scholar, an accomplished instructor, and 
an earnest Christian patriot, be counted his life 
as nothing, if it could advance the cause in 
which his sympathy was so warmly engageti 

Professor Hadley was a son of Preaident 
Hadley, of Geneva College in this State, and a 
younger brother of Professor James Hadley, of 
lale College. Ho wa< graduated atY'ale in the 
clasH of 1K47 with all the highest academic and 
literary honors of his class, and even now his 
remarkable ability and the ease with which he 
carried off the palm in all the college contests 
for superiority are traditions in that institution. 
He BuUieqiiently studied divinity in New Ha- 
ven. and l^caine a Pitor in the under graduate 
department of the college in 18o0, which posi- 
tion he occupied for aOout three year& 



Many men, under whose eve this brief notice 
will tall, w ill remember with affection the slight, 
delicate looking little tutor of Greek and Math- 
ematics of their Freshman and Sophomore 
years in college, and the respect he commanded 
by his profound scholarship and sound judg- 
ment 

At a later poriml. he was Professor of Hebrew 
at Yale Divinity >^chool, and at the Unitm The- 
ological Seminary in New York, alternating be- 
tween the two places -but he finally resigned 
the former poMtiou, find held the latter at the 
time of his death.* His w hole heart Wiis enlist- 
ed in the cause of hia country, ofid he was on 
one or two occjisions only deterred from enter- 
ing the seivi* e as a private by the earnest rep- 
resentations of bis ftiends of the consequences 
that woul<l reault to one of so delicate a coiisti- 
tutiqn as his. He sent a substitute every y* ar, 
however, and finally unable to endure inaction 
longer, entered the service of the Sanitary Com- 
mis-ioD, and devoting himself to his duties with 
all the earneslness and energy of his nature, 
sank under them into an earlv grave. The 
country can ill afford to lose sueL men, but the 
cause is doubly hallowed that receives the sac- 
rifice of a life so upright and noble. 

MlUi. Barix)w. 

Died at Washington, July 27, 18G4, Mrs. Ar- 
abella Griffith Barlow'. wife of Brigadier Gener- 
al Francis C. Barlow, of fever contracted while 
in attendance upon the hospitals of the Army 
of the Potomac, at the front 

With the commencement of the present oam- 
pnrign she became attached to the Sanitary Com- 
mission, and entered upon her sphere of active 
work dming the pressing necessity for willing 
hands and ramest hearts, at Fredericksburg. 
The 2 ^q 1, the activity, the ardent loyalty and 
the scornful indignation for everything disloyal 
she then displayed, can never be forgotten by 
those whose fortune it wa.s to be with her on 
that occasion. Ever watchful of the necessities 
of that trj’ing time, her mind, fruitful in re- 
sources. was always busy in devising means to 
alleviate the discomforts of the wounded, attend- 
ant upon so vast a campaign within the enemy’s 
country, and her hand was always ready to car- 
ry out the de^'ices of her mind. 

^lany a fractured limb rested npon a mattress 
improviseil from materials sought out and 
brought together from no one knew where but 
the earnest sympathizing woman who is now no 
more. 

At Fredericksburg she labored with all her 
heart and mind. The sound of battle in which 
her husband was engaged, floating back from 
Chauctllorsville, stimulated her to constant ex- 
ertions, She faltered not an instant. Remain- 
ing till all the wounded had been removed from 
Fredericksburg, she left with the last hospital 
transport for Fort Royal, where she again aided 
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in the care of the wounded, as they were brought 
in at that point From thence she went to 
W’liite House, on one of the Hteamers then in 
the service of the Cummissiou, and immediate- 
ly going to the front, labored there in the hos- 
pitals, after the battle of Cold Harbor. From 
White House she i)as«od to City Foint, and ar- 
rived before the battles in front of Fetersburg. 
Going directly to the front, s^e lal*ored there 
with the same energy and devotion she had 
shown at Fredericksburg and White House. 

Of strong constitution, she felt capable of en- 
during all things for the cause she loved; but 
long-continued toil, anxiety and privation pre- 
]>an'd her system for the approach of fet'or, 
which eventually seized upon her. 

Yielding to the solicitation of friends she im- 
mediately returned to Washington, where, after 
a serious illness of several weeks, she, when ap- 
parently convalescing, relapsed, and fell another 
martyr to a love of country. J. H. D. 



entered the Sanitary semce. In the Peninsular 
campaign she was c»ne of those ladies who 
worked hard and nobly, close to the battle-field, 
as close indeed a.s they were permitted to do. 
When her husband was wounded she attended, 
of course, upon him In the present campaign 
of General Grant she Las b»en at Belle Plain, 
White House, and ever 5 ’where where our good 
Sanitary Commission has comfoHetl the d\ing 
and rescued the nmnv wounded from the grave, 
which they wtuiUl otlierwise have found. The 
last time I heard of her she was at W hite House, 
and now I am informed tlmt she died of t\pbus 
fever in Washington. No doubt *<be contracted 
the maligiiniU disease in performing l.er hallow- 
ed and seif imposed duty in the field. 

Her frit nda will mourn at the removal from 
this life of so noVde a being. All ot us are the 
|MKirtT for her loss; but our history has been 
enriched by her death. Let it ulwars Le rtnum- 
bered as one of those details which, like sii gle 
pearls, make up the precious string of history, 
and which a patriot rejoicea to contemplate and 
to transmit like inheiited jewels to the rising 
guierutioDH. Let ns rrmenjber, as Amer- 
ienn nun and wonun, that here wc behold a 
voung advocate, highly honored for his talents 
liy nil who knew him. He joins the citizen 
nimy of his rountiy as a private, rises to com- 
mand, is wounded again and again, and found 
again and again at th> head o> hia regimint or 
division, in the fight where decision centres. 
And here is his bride— nocomplished, of the 
fuirest features, iK-loved and sought for in so- 
ciety— who divests herself of the garments of 
fashion, and beecnus the nssiduonH nurse in 
the hospital and on the field, shrinking from 
no sickening sight, and f aiing no lyj)hus— 
that dreadfnk enemy, which in war tollows 
the wings of the angel of death, like, the 
lever-bearing currenta of air— until she. too, is 
laid on the couch < f the camp, and bidden to 
rest from her weary work, and to let herself bo 
led by the angel of death to the angel of life. 
God bless her memory to our women, our men, 
our country. 

There are many glories of n righteous war. 
It is glorious to fight or fall, to blee<l or to con- 
quer, for so great and good ft cause os ours; it 
is glorious to go to the field in order to help and 
to heal, to fan the fevered soldier and to com- 
fort the bleeding brother, and thus helping, 
may be to die with him the death for our coun- 
try. Both these glories have been vouchsafed 
to the bridal pair. F. L. 

The IferaUI correspondent, writing from Po- 
lorsburg, July 31, says: 

General Miles is temporarily in command of 
the First Division during the absence of Gene- 
ral Barlow, who has gone home for a lew days 
for the purpose of burying his wife. The seri- 
ous loss which the gallunt young general and 
an extensive circle of friends in social life huvo 
sustained by the death of Mis. Barlow, is largely 
shared by the soldiers of this army. She smooth- 
ed the dying pillow of many patriotic soIdi(?rft 
before she received the sunim< u.s to follow them 
herself; and many a surviving hero who has 
luiignished in army hoMpitals will tenderly cher- 
ish the memory of her sointlv miniHimtioua 
when they were writhing with the |>aiu of 



The following extract from a private letter 
expresses the grateful emotions of many fami- 
lies whose loved ones came under Mrs. Barlow’s 
devoted care: 

♦* We were shocked to hear yesterday of Mrs. 
Ocn. Barlow's death. We know' Mrs. Barlow 
well, and have felt a peculiar interest in her, as 
she was with my cousin the night before h« 
died, after Gettysburg, ministering most ten- 
derly to him. She and her heroic husband 
have presented a rare picture of unselfish patri- 
otism ever since the commencement of the war; 
it is such examples which incite anew our faith 
in tbe holiness and final triumph of our cuase.” 

We add two notices which have appeared in 
the papers. The initials will bo recognized as 
those of Dr. Francis Lieber, of Columbia Col- 
lege: 

7b the Ettitors of the Eveninfj Post: 

I received yesterday a ttl<‘graphic despatch 
informirg me of the death of Mrs. Gen. Barlow, 
hhe died yesterday morning of typhus fever 
Washington. 

Mrs. Barlow, (Arabella Griffith before she 
married,) was a highly cultiinted Indy, full of 
life, spirit, activity and charity. 

General Barlow entered os private one of our 
New York volunteer regiments at the begimiiug 
of the war. 1 he evening before he left Now York 
for WaMhington with his regiment, they were 
married in the Episcopal Church in I>afayette 
Place. Barlow rose, an<l as Lieutenant Colonel, 
made the Ptninsulor campaign under General 
McClellan. He was twice severely wounded, 
the last time at Antietam. Since then we have 
always rend his name most honorably mention- 
ed, whenever Major-General Hancock’s corps 
8]>okcn of. Mrs. Barlow in the meantime 
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wounds received in battle or lost in the deliri- 
um of consuming fevers. 

Mu. G. C. Epoeiilky. 

[Extract of a letter from Dr. E. A. Crane, 

dated New Orleans, July 20, 1864.] 

I have already alluded in some of my com- 
munications lo the Central Ofheo^if nut to 
yourself, to the illness of several memlMirs of our 
corps, resulting from overwork and exposure, 
while in the discharge of the duties in which 
they have engaged. While most have recovered, 
and are now in the enjoyment of a fair measure 
of health, I am exceedingly pained to bo com- 
pelled to announce to you the death of one of 
our most valued agents, Mr G. C. Edgerley. 

He returned to this city from Cairo on the 
hospital transport, N. W. Thomas, feeble rather 
than sick, convalescent from an attack of meas- 
sles. contracted during the voyage up the river. 
His symptoms were neither regarded by him- 
self or others an likely to prove serious, until a 
few days previous to his death, when by our | 
advice ho went to the ** Home,” where we were 
better able to render to him that service, atten- 
tion and good nursing, which we believed to be 
chiefly essential to his recovery. 

While at the ** Home” he grew rapidly worse, 
and continued to sink until the morning of the 
15th instant, when he quietly and peacefully 
left us for that brighter and better world, where 
there is no more pain and trouble, and all is 
peace. 

Mr. Edgerley was always regarded os one of 
our most valuable and efficient employees, and 
his loss is one which falls heavily upon us, os 
also upon the large circle of friends and the 
many acquaintances be had formed w’hilo in the 
discharge of his duties as Agent of the Com- 
mission. 

To you as well as to us, it may be a satisfac- 
tion to know, that nothing was spared which 
might contribute to his well-being and comfort 
w’hile sick — that djnng he was roiroundtHl by 
those whom ho knew and loved best — that the 
last sacred offices of burial wore conducted in 
the presence of frieuiLs, who bad learned to 
know him, to esteem him, and to love him. 

A correspondent of the New York Tribune, 
under date of July 2Gth, thus alludes to Mr. 
Edgerley's death: 

The Commission lately met with a serious 
loss, in the person of Mr. Edgerley, of New 
Hampshire, who came to this city a year ago, 
and has labored since in the w'ork of the Com- 
mission, with unflagging assiduity and zeid. 
He was taken sick while engaged in taking care 



of the sick and wounded on board the hospital 
boat N. \V. ThomiLS, w’hile on her way hence to 
Cairo, a few w’eiks since, and returned to this 
city soon afterward to die. His loss is much 
regretted by the .Siinitorj’ Commission, and by 
many frientls in this city, as well jia among the 
soldiers whom be had ministered to in the army. 

In MO noble a work it seems almost uir enviable 
thing thus to die with the harness on one’s 
back. J. B. C. 

« 

William Wilson. 

William Wilson was a resident of this city, 
He was probably the youngest in the Kcliof 
Corps, and on applying to enter the science of 
the Commission, was considered too young, but 
he manifested such an appreciation of the pro- 
posed duties, that he w’as accepted. He did not 
disappoint our expectations, and the record he 
made for himself in a good work may well 
be a consoling thought to his parents and 
friends in this great bereavement 

We add a letter from Dr. Parrish, giving 
somewhat in detail the circumstances attending 
the atUu?k on the steamer, on which William 
Wilson was fatally wounded: 

CiTT PoiXT, Va., Auffuil 4, 1864- 
To J. Fomtu JcNUsa, M. D.. Gfnrral SeceUxry, 

U. S. Sanitary Cixmmitrion: 

Deak Sm— I have to record a sad accident in 
the history of the Commission. In consequence 
of the extreme heat of the weather, and of the 
over-worked condition of everybody who will 
and can work, since the battle of Saturday last 
I determined to give as many of our agents as 
could be relieved, an excursion up the river, 
and directed that the tug-bont should be in 
readiness at two o'clock to-day for that purpose. 

I went with the boat to the hospital landing, 
and received on board the S. E. Brown about 
twenty of our Belief Corps, three ladies, and a 
number of invalid soldiers, placed them and the 
boat under the guidance of Dr. Swalm. and bade 
them a good trip for their health on the James. 

Wlien about seven miles above City Point, 
they were fired upon by guerrillas from the 
shore, and before they could receive the pro- 
tection of the gun boats, two of our valuable 
co-laborers were seriously injured, and the en- 
gineer of the boat instantly killed. 

1. Q. Mayo, of Milo, Piscataqua County, 
Maine. Ball passed into the left side, just above 
the hip, injuring somewhat the crest of the illi- 
um, and creating much sufiering. Mr. Mayo is 
doing well. 

2, William Wilson, Na 68 Grove Street, New 
York City. Ball passed through the right illi- 
um, entering the peritoneal cavity, and perhaps 
will terminate fatally. (Since dead. ) 
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3. John Hamlin, Engineer, Brooklyn, shot 
through the head, and killed immediately. 

I mnat acknowledge gratefnlly the nnrcmit- 
ting attention of Dr. Thomas llaigh. Acting 
Aasiatant Surgeon, and Dr. T. W. Swalm, both 
of whom accompanied the eicnrwion, and did 
mncb toward the relief of the auffcring. They 
were supplied with bandages, lint, etc , from the 
gunboat Piquet, and were accomimnied to Ber- 
muda Hundred by the Commodore Morris, un- 
der the command of Capt. R. G. Ia!e. 

Poor Hamlin's body was carried to the hos- 
pital lauding, and tvill be embalmed under the 
direction of .Mr. F. B Fay. It awaits orders. 

The boat was sailing under the Sanitary Com- 
mission flag, and the ladies were sitting on the 
bow, in full view of the shore. The wicked 
daring of the attack is characteristic of the foe, 
whom we have fed and nourished as our own 
men, when they have been suffering and helpless. 

Yours respectfully, 

< Joseph P.ibbish, 

A'ting Attoi'iia .Secretary. 

FIELD RELIEF CORPS. 

Houfital 5th Coaps, Juty 25, 1854. 

Following inatmetions of Dr. .Tenkins, 
General Secretary of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, wbieh were received during a brief 
visit to my home, I reported to you on my 
arrival at City Point, on the 25th ultimo, to 
resume my duties ns Superintendent of the 
Field Relief. The absence from the store- 
house of several efficient assistants, making 
my presence at that place desirable, it was 
not until the 8th of July, that I returned 
to the front. 

Since then my time has been fully occupied 
in the duties connected with the very large 
distribution of vegetables and other sup- 
plies, and in an effort under your instruc- 
tions to make this Commisuion better known 
to the soldiers, as the ever ready and liberal 
almoner of the bounty of the country. To 
secure this latter object, an agent has been 
assigned to each division of the Field Hos- 
pital of every coiqis, whose time is to bo de- 
voted to such assistance to and intercourse 
with the patients, os will best promote their 
comfort, whilst his continued presence and 
observation will tend to correct whatever 
inclination may exist on the part of the 
hospital attendants, to misapply the arti- 
cles obtained from the Commission. At 
present this field of labor is comparatively 
unproductive, owing to the small number of 



coses under treatment, and the convalescent 
condition of a large portion of these. The 
wounded, of whom there have been but 
few recently, are generally removed to the 
hospitals near City Point 

Should an engagement fill these field 
hospitals, there will be abundant o])]K>rtn- 
nity for efficient service by the entire corps. 
It is to be regretted that thi^ gentlemen 
sent here for this duty are prepared to give 
so short a time to its discharge, os a familiar 
acquaintance with the Surgeons and at- 
tichii greatly increases their opportunities 
for usefulness, and c.xpericnce adds so much 
to their ability. It having been deemed 
by you advisable to make our issues of 
vegetables to the troops in the trenches 
more direct and with greater liberality, I 
commenced with the extreme left wing of 
the army, and arrunged to issue orders on 
our supplies at City Point, in favor of the 
Commissaries of the 1st and 2d Divisions 
of the Sixth Corps. The march of these 
troops during the ensuing night to Harper’s 
Ferry, prevented the exeeution of our plan. 
This was on Saturday, July 9lh. The ra- 
tion proposed, and afterwards given to 
other corps, was one pint of pickles to 
every man in the front. 

On the following day, one hundred bar- 
rels of pickles were turned over to the Corps 
Commissary of the Second Corps; on the 
11th of July, the same amount was deliver- 
ed pro rata to the Commissaries of Division 
and Artillery Brigade of the Fifth Corjis. 
About the same time the Ninth Corps was 
supplied through Dr. Stevens, with one hun- 
dred barrels each of vegetables and pickles. 
During the same day I called on General 
Martindale, in command of the 18th Corps. 
He appeared to approve very highly of the 
distribution of this class of supplies, and 
issued an order, to be read to the troops, 
stating that the Sanitary Commission had 
delivered a ration of a pint of pickles to 
every man in the corps; this consumed an 
additional hundred barrels. 

It is probable that this order never reach- 
ed the troops in the trenches, but its pub- 
lication did good, and showed the animus 
of the General. 

On my way next morning to Point of 
Rocks, I met Dr. McDonald, and learning 
from him that a supply of fresh vegeta- 
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bles were subject to my onl^r at City 
Point, I added them to the distribution for 
the 10th Corps, making out orders for 
cighty^eight barrels of pickles and one 
hundred barrels of vegetables. This com- 
pleted one full issue of pickles to the entire 
army, and of vegetables to the 9th and 10th 
Coq>8. 

General Butler issued an order s<)mewhat 
similar to that of General Martindale. For 
supplies distributed since that issue, a tab- 
ular statement is appended. 

The same liberality that has marked our 
distribution of vegetables to the troops, 
has been extended to the sick in the Field 
Hospitals, and to those who while unable to 
do duty are not ordered to the rear. 

Weekly visits to the front lines by the 
Field Agent, have brought the supplies of 
the Sanitary Commission prominently be- 
fore the Surgeons on duty, and enabled us 
to meet with preventives a largo number 
of cases that otherwise might have proved 
serious. These visits have shown us, that 
the distril)ution of supplies has reached 
the men in the trenches, and been of great 
benefit to tliem. 

Belief Agents have been assigned to the 
various Army Corps, one to each Division 
Hospital, as stated, and efforts have been 
made through them, and by the direct 
action of the Superintendent, to encourage 
a liberal, yet prudent application of sani- 
tary stores. In many instances, supplies 
of fruits or vegetables of a delicate character 
were received, in smaller quantities than 
were re<piired for irfsue to the troops. These 
were divided among the various hospitals, 
to the great satisfaction, we may hope, of 
all the inmates. — Superintendent Johnson^B 
Report. 

HEROIC BRAVERY— THE BROKEN 
FLAGSTAFF. 

Dr. klarsh. Sanitary Commission Inspector 
in South Carolina, relates the following inci- 
dent connected with the late military move- 
ment which be accompanied: 

**The enemy having got the range of our 
flagstaff, cut the halyards by a piece of shell, 
and the flag fell immediately. Private Tibbitts, 
Company M, Third Rhode Island Heavy Artil- 
lery. seized the fallen flag, cUmbed the staff, 
and holding to it with one arm, with the oppo- 
site hand held the flag to its place, until new 
halyards were obtain^ and the flag secured; 
the enemy meanwhile filing.” 



BLACKBERRIES. 

In addition to the fref^uent calls for prepara- 
tions of Blackberry, wo ore advis> d from our 
issuing storehouses to repeal the appeal, ns the 
demand is rapidly increasing, and will continue 
through all the winter as well as summer 
months. 

The Dried Fruit will be of the gn^ateat value, 
and many families who cannot afford to purchase 
the sugar needed in preparation of the Wine and 
Syrup, and much less the Spirits for Blackberry 
Brandy, can collect many pounds of the fruit 
and dry it 

j Of the four pre]»rations Brandy is the most 
valuable; it being less ex]>09ed to fermentation, 
and in most cases more highly prized by the 
Surgeons, The loss on the Wine and Syrup, 
through fermentation after bottling , is large 
and it is desirable that the Branches do not re- 
lax their efforts to secure more perfect prepara- 
tion and parking, and increase, if necessary, 
the unwelcome labor of carefully examining 
j every bottle before rt'packing. Such expendi- 
ture of time and money is true economy, as 
a glance at many boxes of empty or broken bot- 
tles with the bills for their transportation, would 
convince any observer. We would suggest that 
the Aid Societies during the fruit season, take 
up the manufacture of the Wine, or Brandy, or 
Syrup, collecting the fruit from the country in 
their vicinities, and miking the articles and 
packing under their own direction, or employ- 
ing a skillful person for the work. 

Much might well be putnp in kegs instead of 
bottles. 

It is advisable that if a good stock is secured, 
the Societies put in store a portion of it, three- 
quarters at least, for issue during the winter 
and spring months, when the risk of loss 
through fermentation is much less. The motion 
and exposure connected with transportation, it 
will be remembered, stimulate the fermenting 
process. 

K report on the “Work of Relief in 
Grant's Army,” on p. (No. 19) of Buu.rni*, 
was erroneously attributed to Mr. Smith, in- 
stead of Dr. T. B. Smith, one of our old and 
valued inspectors. 

nf AfU^SeorlnUiet at Citu Point, Fa., during 
July, 1804. 

3.5U bbU. potatoes. 164 bbls. curried c*bb«ee. 

M “ hesb tomatoes. 8,9a0 htiadH frt«h 
780 boxes " “ SM bbla. froeh beets. 

100 000 lbs. canned •* 133 •• ** tonilpa. 

67 bbU. pickled *• 68 ** *' beans. 

2,600 bbla. freah onions. 6 “ '* pt aa. 

12 boxes '* 163 " assorted vegetables 

448 bbU. pickled onions. |27 «ee« apples. 

1.480 bbla. cucombera. 461 *' dried ** 

366 *’ aanr kraut |ll ** cranberriea 
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HOSPITALS AT WASHINGTON. 

Mr. Cnldwcll reports: 

Sir — From April l.st to this date, (Jane 
24th,) of my re.Mgnntion of my position in 
the sen’ice of the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion, I have made one hundred and eighty- 
eight visit-s to general and post hospitals, in 
and about Washington, Alexandria and Bal- 
timore. For nearly four weeks between 
these dates I was, ns you know, very elose- 
ly coullned at the desk of the Chief Clerk, 
and no visitor of the tkimmission went the 
rounds of the hospital.s. 

During the month of April, there was 
but little call for Rup|)lies at the hospital. 
While I was at the Chief Clerk’s desk in 
May, the calls were large, and some hospi- 
tals that for months had needed almost 
nothing, drew largely upon the Commission. 

Since resuming my work of hospital visit- 
ing, about thre ■ weeks ago, I have dis- 
pensed with liberal hand wherever I was 
satisfied as to the need, and have requested 
the purchase of many articles not usually 
suiiplied by the Commission, such as green 
cambric for curtains, life-preservers for ring 
cushions, charcoal powder for a preventive 
against gangrene, etc. One largo Barrack 
Hospital, newly o)>ened in Alexandria, situ- 
ated on a jilaiu, bare of trees, has thus been 
su]i])lied with curtains, that were indispen- 
sable for the well being of the patients, and 
could be obtained in no other way. 

In April I began to distribute among the 
patients in the hospitals a small circular, 
giving a full account of what is done in the 
Sjiecial Relief Department— so that they 
might know where to apply for aid in get- 
ting claims settled. This will bo carried 
on by my successor, and I know will bo of 
I great lH>nefit to the soldiers. 

The aid we were able to give so abun- 
dantly during these memorable months of 
May and June, has been gratefully acknowl- 
edged by many Surgeons in charge of hos- 
pitals. 

The demand has been mo.st hearv for 
head-rests, air-cushions, spit-cups, siiirts, 
drawers and socks, (cotton,) slippers, thin 
wrappers, blackberry cordial or brandy, 
brandy, crackers, dried fruits, jellies, lem- 
ons, oranges, pickles, ]>orter, ale, sugar, 
tea, lint, old linen bandages, crutches, 
fans, slings, stationery, handkerchiefs and 
towels. Thin wrappers, arm-slings, jellies, 
bandages and old linen, 1 have not been 
able to supply os wanted; none of these 
articles can be had of the Medical Purvey- 
or, except bandages — and the old cloth 
bandages of the Commission are greatly 
preferred by all, to the new cloth ones fur- 
nished by Government. I am doing all 
that I can to induce Burgeons in charge to 
prevent all possible waste of bandages, and 
in almost every hospital they arc washed, 
when not from gangrenous wounds. 



Of pickles, and particularly pickled cu- 
cumliers, wo should have a good supply; of 
Blackberry Cordial or Brandy, and Cherry 
Rum, we cannot have too much — and the 
same may bo said of head-rests; and I 
would recommend that the Commission 
have made for issue “bed-tables” — to put 
on the bed liefore the patient, from which 
to eat, or for writing; a pattern can be 
found in the Camden Street Hospital, Bal- 
timore. 

WHAT THE AtTXILIART RELIEF CORPS 
H.AS DONE. 

Mr. Fay, the Superintendent, reports; 

As Superintendent of the Auxiliary Relief 
Corjis of the Sanitary Commi.ssion, I beg 
leave to submit the following report: 

In April I received a request to go to 
■Wirsliington to assist in the organization 
and take eharge of the Auxiliary Corps. 
Twenty-five gentlemen, mostly students 
from the Princeton Theological Seminary, 
New Jersey, Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, and the General Theological 
Seminary, New Y’ork, were employed for 
four months’ service in this corp.s. Other 
gentlemen, volunteers from Boston and 
vicinity, were sent for andjoined the corps, 
BO that it had about forty members when it 
started for the field. There were 25 Divin- 
ity Students, 5 Clergymen, 1 Physician, I 
Professor of Natural History, 1 Teacher, 

1 Shijimaster, 1 Editor, 3 Clerks, and 1 
Merchant. These men were organized into 
separate divisions, or squads of six to ten 
each, under the charge of a captain, who 
should control their act^n after being as- 
signed to duty by the Superintendent. 

While at Washington the corps were 
called together repeatedly, lor instruction 
in their duties os nurses, and in general 
hospital work. 

We left Washington, May 10th, on tho 
Rapley, arrived at Belle Plain at night — 
found wounded men on barges and on 
shore. Detailed first and second divisions 
to feed them with crackers and coffee. 

In the morning established a feeding 
station on the shore. Left second division, 
(10 men) in charge; and the rest of the corps 
started on food for Frederick.sburg. On arri- 
val there found wounded in houses, church- 
es, stores, etc. Reported to Dr. Dalton, 
and obtained permission to carry out our 
{dan. I immediately detailed four men. 
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Bpcond (liWsion, second corps; six men, 
fourth division, second corps; nine men, 
first and second divisions, sixth eorps; five 
men. Asylum Hospital, sixth corps, who 
beeame at once nurse.s, cooks, dressers, as- 
sistant stewards, etc. 

Wo remained at Fredericksburg seven- 
teen days, during which time twenty thou- 
sand wonnded men passed through. The 
Auxiliary Corps served them in trains as 
they arrived— at the boats, as they were 
sent away, and also at the cars on the other 
side of the river, at Falmouth. Wo were 
called upon also to furnish nurses on the 
transports at Washington, wliieh wo were 
able to do. 

Our next point was at Port Royal, where 
we remained but two or three daj's; about 
two thousand wounded passing through. A 
feeding station was established on shore, 
and this, with the care of trains arriving, 
covered our labor here. 

We next went to White House and estab- 
lished our system of Auxiliary Corps tents 
and regular field hospitals. It was the first 
attempt, and was generally suceessfiil. We 
arrived in half an hour after the Medical 
Director, and established a feeding station 
in a few hours afterwards. Not les.<< than 
ten thousand wonnded pa.ssed through this 
point. Remained till Sunday, Juno 12th, 
when a small party were started in the Ra]>- 
ley, alias James Guy, with a small quantity of 
supplies, and sent to Fortress Monroe to 
me<'t the Superintendent, who had been 
te^raporarily absent. We ])roeeeded to lior- 
miida Hundreds. This, it will be remem- 
bered, was before any considerable portion 
of the army had crossed tho James River. 
Leaving a few supplies here and at Point 
of Rocks, on the Appomattox, wo made 
headipiartors at City Point, which ha<l not 
then been taken ns a ba.se of tho Army 
of the Potomac. Served a few hundred 
wonnded, who camo in from the bSth 
Corps, and sent two or three lomls to the 
front to supply tho wounded of the 18th 
and 2d Corps, which had arrived and been 
engaged. 

When tho supplies on tho Rapley were 
nearly e.xhau.sted, tho other boats and 
barges not arriving from White House, I 
wont down tho river aliout fifteen miles, to 
the pontoon over which tho army was cross- 



ing, and learned that the boats were de- 
tained at Fortress Monroe by the Provost 
Marshal, upon a general order of General 
Butler. I returned, immediately applied 
to General Grant, who had then established 
his headquarters at City Point, and obtain- 
ed a telegraiihic order lor all Sanitary 
boats to bo allowed to come up. On tho 
same day, however, yon hud obtained an 
order from tho Secretary of War to the 
same effect, and arrived with the boats and 
barges, and the balance of tho Relief 
Agents. As soon as tho hospitals wore 
established at a point about one and a half 
miles up the Ajipomattox, the plan of 
Auxiliary Corps tents was again put in 
operation, and has continued to the present 
time, more successfully even than at White 
House, as we profit by our past experience. 

Up to the present time from eight to ten 
thousand men have arrived at this base, 
and more or less have been subject to our 
care. 

System of Wohk. 

Tho Auxiliary Corps is divided into 
divisions of six to ten men each, under tho 
command of a ca])taiu. Upon the estab- 
lishment of hospitals, each division is as- 
signed to a corps, and direoUsl to pitch a 
tent within the limits of the hospital. Re- 
quisitions of supplies are made by tho cap- 
tain, which are used by tho Superiu- 
tandent. 

This is done daily, or oftener, if needed. 
It is designed to ket'p a small assortment of 
every kind of sanitary supplies in each 
coiqis ho.spital, and that all requisions upon 
the supply barge shall come from tho cap- 
tain, rather than from the surgeon. Tho 
surgoons of course having permission to 
draw upon tho tent supply at any time. 
The priueijiul distribution of the goods is 
made by our own men, who are as.signcd 
each to a certain number of tents, writh di- 
rections to confine his labors to his ward, 
and to see to tho special needs of the 
patients in that ward. By this sy.stem prop- 
er distribution of tho supplies is secured. 

When special diet kitchens, for which 
tho Sanitary Commission furnish cooking 
stoves, are established for tho preparation 
of farina, corn starch, soups, toast, etc., 
they are suiqilied with all needed articles, 
when the Government supply foils. It 
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frequently hiippena that the whole supply 
conies from the Sanitary Commission's 
tent. Our men prepare and administer 
milk puneh or lemonade, at rei^ihir hours, 
under the direction of the surgeon. On 
the arrival of trains of wounded, the Aux- 
iliary Corjis are always ready to lussist, feed- 
ing and otherwise caring for the patients. 

By this system we feel confident that 
every [latient will be visited, that his wants 
and that of the surgeons wilt become 
known, and can in due time be met. 

Of course, this added facility in obtain- 
ing supplies will add largely to the demand, 
but so the work is wisely done, and the 
articles confer comfort and save and pro- 
long life, no demand can be too great for 
the Commission to strive to supply. 

We have now at this point a tent in the 
2d, ,’’>tli, Cth and 9th Corps' Hospitals, and 
in the Colored Hospital amt that of the 
Cavalry Corps. 

In the 10th and 18th Corps, they being 
in another department, the auxiliary work 
has not been introduced. In addition to 
these, we have a feeding station nesr the 
hospital landing, designed to feed trains of 
wounded who come down directly from the 
field, without passing through the Corps 
Hosjiitals, and also to snpi)lement the 
Corjis Stations when a large train arrives 
at ho.spital. 

Feedixo Station keab Baboes. 

To relieve the table of the hotel barge 
from the large number of calls from hungry 
soldiers, a station has been established on 
the shore, where a very simple meal is pre- 
pared of hard tack, crackers, coffee, pickles. 
Since that time, one hundred and fifty to 
two hundred men have been daily fed, and 
one day when n division piussed by, about 
seventeen hundred men received more or 
less aid from the tent. There is no eating 
house here, and many men who are left in 
charge of stores or horses, or are dropped 
here from barges or steamers, and are de- 
layed in getting to their regiment, have 
need of jn,st this kind of aid. It is not 
rendered attractive, and none but a hungry 
man will avail himself of it. 

Nearly 300 different men have served in 
the Auxiliary Corps for a longer or shorter 
time within the last sixty days. 



OuB Standabd. 

I have endeavored to impress upon the 
minds of the Auxiliary Corps that “ home 
comforts ” should be our standard in our 
efforts for the sick and wounded. Not that 
we expect to reach or nearly approach it, 
but let ns keep it constantly before ns. If 
one of these wounded men were our brother 
and were in our own home, how many 
honrs of how many members of our family 
and of the neighborhood would be devoted 
to his comfort ? He is “ somelnKly’s 
brother;” more, he is ours, suffering for 
us, and bceauae he is uncomplaining and 
content with little, shall we cense our at- 
tentions ? The American citizen gives lit- 
tle, who gives only his time, his money, or 
his sympathy in this hour, compared with 
the soldier who gives his life or his limbs. 

It is nol “ sickly sentimentality,” it is not 
“excessive benevolence,” that calls upon 
us to do the best we cun for these men. It 
is simple justice. 

Belations with Medical Officees. 

Wo have every reason to be gratified at 
the harmonious relations existing between 
the Commission and the Meilical Officers. 

The Auxiliary Coiqis have in nearly all in- 
stances, been cordially received and encour- 
aged in their work. 

I cannot avoid naming Hr. Dalton, Med- 
icid Director of all the Hospitals at the sev- 
eral buses, who has not only extended to 
ns the courtesies natural to him as a gen- 
tleman, but has granted us almost as many 
favors officially. • 

“ How HAVE WE Lived ?” 

At Fredeiicksburg, I think I may safely 
say, that more than half the time, a blanket 
and a floor were the only bed of the Auxil- 
iary Corps. Two empty, unfinished, un- 
clean houses were obtained, swept out and 
ealled “Homes." Stewards were appoint- * 
ed from our own number, and a Commis- 
sary to provide food. The diet for the first 
few days was crackers, farina, and coffee. 
There was no Government Commissary of 
whom to purchase, and the larder of tho 
Commission was not extensive. Later, wo 
lived better, but never with any apjironch 
to home comforts. On tho barges, the ta- 
ble variety has been comparatively good. 
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the »lceping aocommodatioDs not luxuri- 
ous. (See letter from Rev. Mr. Potter, p. 
632.) The men permanently assigned, 
sleep in the tents at the field hospitals. 
When there is a ehango of ba.se a floating 
home is necessary, as well a.s for uiinssign- 
cd men, and for tho.se eomiiig and going. 
Reeently, we have had a hotel barge, whieh 
is comfortable, though too small. 

But all our discomforts have been met by 
the Auxiliary Corps without complaint, 
which among so many men is remarkable. 

BtmiALS. 

By reference to report of Rev. Dr. Stone, 
it appe.ars that we began to superintend the 
burial of the dead at Fredorick.sburg, al- 
though we had participated in it at Belle 
Plain with theCliristian Commission. Since 
that time, at Port Royal, White House, and 
City Point, we have had entire charge, se- 
lecting the burial place, performing the 
service and erecting and marking the head 
boards. A record is kept and forwarded to 
the Sanitary Commission Directory, at 
Washington. 

At Bello Plain, Rev. S. H. Thompson 
officiated; at Fredericksburg, Rev. Dr. 
Stone; at Port Royal, Rev. Mr. Thompson 
and Mr. W. H. Holstein; at White House, 
Mr. Holstein; at City Point, (on first arri- 
ve,) Mr. W. P. Webster; at City Point at 
Hospital, Mr. Holstein. Mr. Holstein has 
been a-ssisted by Mr. .\llrn, Mr. Griffith, 
and Mr. Eggle.ston. At Port Royal, the 
burial ground was surrounded by a suitable 
fence, and a bouquet laid upon every grave! 

The whole number buried nndt r our Su- 
perintendence at the points named, has 
been about 600. 

We have of late furnished some suitable 
head-board.s, sent from Washington, but 
there is still gnat need of them. The 
graves are numbered and head boards can 
bo erected whenever a supply is obtained. 
A private acenstomed to lettering has been 
detailed, and this part of the work will be 
well done. 

None have been buried in coffins since 
the campaign commencetL It is not usu- 
ally so. 

Lettebs. 

A letter box has been kept at each Aux- 
iliary Corps' tent and on the barge, an^ up 



to the present time nearly 150,000 letters 
have been forwarded to Washington in the 
last sixty days. They have been received 
whether paid or unpiid, and pre-payment 
made at the Central Office. 

It has been a source of great comfort to 
the soldiers, and the expenditure is a most 
wise one. Many of the letters are sent from 
regiments, being directed to wounded men 
who have been sent to the rear. 

“ Mii.k-puni'h WAaos." 

Appreciating the sufferings of the wound- 
ed in being transported in army wagons 
and ambulances from the field to the baso 
without suitable nourishment or stimulants, 
I sent from White House out to the front 
a wagon loaded with crackers, milk, whis- 
ky, utensils and empty bottles, and fivo 
Relief Agents to meet the incoming trains 
and distribute in each wagon and ambu- 
lance, a bottle of milk punch and some 
crackers. It was entirely successful and 
should be followed hereafter when oppor- 
tunity offers. 

Washiko. 

There has always been a great waste of 
clothing in hospitals, for want of means of 
washing. They cannot ordinarily be sup- 
plied for some weeks by Government. I 
recommend that the Commission make pre- 
paration for a movaljlo washing e.stablish- 
ment entire, to Ik* put in operation as soon 
as a hospital is organized. By it, the whole 
expense! of it could be saved in a single 
week. 

We have already fitted out two sm.all af- 
fairs at this point, and Government are 
adding others, but better preparations 
should be made for it hereafter. 

COSCLCSION. 

In behalf of the members of the Auxilia- 
ry Corps, I desire to say, that their reports 
are less numerous and less inten-.sting on 
account of the nature of the work. Every 
moment is oectipicd during the day, and 
they are too wearied at night to write. Nor 
do I believe that one can fitly describe his 
own labor in a work like this, as it seems 
too much like self- commendation. 

They have exhibited a spirit of self-sacri- 
fice, and an earnestness none can question. 
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The Commission, the community, and the 
soldiers ore deeply indebted to them. 

They have continued to labor in these 
unheuithy localities without desertion. 
Many have lost their health and been obli- 
ged to leave, and are now upon sick beds, 
hovering between life and death. One, 
Charles H. Stanley, of Beverley, Moss., has 
laid down his life, ns tnily a saeriflee for 
his country, as the men who die npon the 
field. He was a devoted worker, fell sick 
from over-exertion at Bello Plain, went to 
AVa.shington on furlough, returned too soon, 
was immediately sent to his home, but lived 
only ten hours after his arrival. Appropri- 
ate resolutions were passed by the Corps 
npon receipt of notice of his death. (See 
BrnuETls, No. 18, p. &68.) 

Led us cherish his memory, as one, who 
in his efforts to save the lives of others lost 
his own. 

We subjoin copious extracts from the 
reports of various members of the corjrs 
all volunteers— serving under Mr. Fay’s 
direction: 

Dn. Xeilson. 

8CEXE.S os THE "NEW WOItU).” 

I arrived at City. Point, Va., on the 21st 
of June, 1801, and immediately tendered 
my services to the .A.cling Kelief Agent for 
the Commission. He accepted my offer, 
and retiiiestcd mo to proceed at once to the 
steamer New World, (then used as a Gov- 
ernment hospital ship,) with a number of 
nurses, dressers, etc. Went accordingly, 
and found the steamer, a large three-.story 
boat, w.as crowded by the sick and wound- 
ed. Cots were placed as close as could bo 
together, leaving barely room for the at- 
tendants to pass between the rows— even 
the little state-rooms, close, and not venti- 
lated at all, contained each four patients, j 
In fact, the whole boat was crowded to ex- . 
ce.ss, the number of Government atbuidants ; 
were limited and overworked, and 1 can 
say that, had it not been for the Sanitary, 
the amount of suffering would have in- 
creased tenfold. Oh! could you have seen 
and heard the constant outpouring of grati- 
tude of the poor fellows; their eager watch- 
ings of the agents of the Commission, os 
they moved among them in the discharge 
of their duties, yon would have felt more 
than repaid a thousand times for every 
exertion made for them. " God bless the 
Bauitary Commission" was the constant 



cry from the poor fellows, as one after 
another their wounds were dressed and 
their wants supplied. “ If it were not for 
them we wouhl die!” This is not intended 
to cast any slur on the Government offi- 
cials — they were overworked, and in the 
pressing calls made by the sudden arrival 
of a largo number of wounded from the 
battle-field, could not, in the nature of 
things, bo otherwise, and it is in emergen- 
cies of this kind that the true value of the 
Commission is shown. With their largo 
and well organized band of assistants, they 
step in and fill the gaps, which the best 
efforts of the Government must ever leave 
unfiUeil, and I do not think their efficacy 
was ever more displayed than on the above 
occasion. 

On the 22d I first noticed the appearance 
of that dreaded disease, hospital gan^ene. 
It spread rapidly, and on the 24th, it was 
deemed neces-sary to clear her of all the 
patients, and haul her out into the middle 
of the stream. The odor of the disease 
affected every part of the Imat, and made 
some of the attendants sick ; but in despite 
of tho dangers to which they were exposed 
from infection, not one of the agents in the 
Commi.ssion faltered in his duties. They 
bravely stimd up to their posts, and some 
of them staid by the boat until she was 
nearly cleared of' the patients and anchored 
in the stream. 

Jly experience has been short, but I saw 
enough to cause me heartily to join in tho 
prayer of tho poor soldiers, "God bless 
the Sanitary Commis.sion.” 



Mil. S. T. Keese. 

THE OENEBAn FF.EDIXO STATION. 

I reported to you soon after our arrival 
at White Housed and the day was assigned 
to the command of a sipiad of eight per- 
sons. We reported immediately to Feed- 
ing Station, No. 1, near the railroad bridge, 
and were engaged till late in the evening 
assisting in the care of a largo number of 
wounded men lying in wagons on the north 
side of the river. The next day, June 3d, 
we were ordered to report to Capt. Evans, 
at Fe<*ding Station, No. 2, situated about 
;H)0 yards above the landing jdace of the 
Sanitary boats, and in a central location. 
The labor of feeding and caring for the 
wonnded men at that lime arriving, so far 
as the Commi.ssion undertook to act, de- 
volved chiefly upon this feeding station, 
and the conseiiucnt labor was very great. 
Capt. Evans was soon worn out by the worry 
and respon.sibility incident to such a place, 
and was compelled to resign his charge, to 
which I succeeded. I wish to say of Capt. 
Evans, that I have seen no man whose 
heart was more fully in the work, or any 
one who has exhibited so great tenacity and 
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industry. ' In this opinion, all my mon 
apree heartily with me. For some time af- . 
ter I had assumed charge of the post, the 
labor continued to bo severe and without 
intermission. Wo supplied the wounded 
men with soft crackers, coffee, soup, lemons, i 
and various relishes. We fed many well | 
men from the front, going or returning; 
we dealt out shirts, drawers, stockings, 
handkerchiefs, shoes; we kept a post office; 
wo dressed wounds; we dispou.scd simple 
medicines; wo answered innumerable ques- 
tions. * * » * 

Mr. Jobn Stxues. 



THE “water rase'’ FEEUINO STATION. 

On the 29th of June, in compliance with 
instructions from yon, a feeding station 
was opened here, to furnish meals to Aun- 
nr;i soldiers not otherwise provided for. 
Three days’ experience gives tho following 
result: 



\n.frd |jrf <fay. 307. 
1 bbL crATken. 

I bi>i “biLnlUck." 

9 IhA. grnnnti 

8 canx I'ondtrntod milk. 

II lbs. 



day, 

1 bbl. enckers. 

1 box “hardtarje.*’ 

6 Hhi. ground cuffoo. 
6 oauM milk. 

1 bbU. mar kraat 
I 10 ib«. icc. 



3d day, 319. 



1 bbl. crackers. 

1 box “ bardUck.” 

10 cans uiUk, 

1£ Ihs brown Hiigar. 

10 lbs. ground coffos. Total, 884 men. 



Of the above goods, there is on hand — 
bbl. saur kraut, 1 box hardtack, 1 bbl. 
crackers, 4 cans mUk, 3 lbs. coffee, 6 lbs. 
sugar. 

Tent and Utensils. 



Tent 16 by 10, under which is a table and 
benches for 12 men. ; 

The coffee boiler is under a small "fly.” ' 
The only additional articles used are — 24 
tin cups, 12 spoons, 2 tin pails, 1 wooden 
bucket, 6 towels, a broom, and an axe— all 
of which c;»u probably be turned in at tho 
breaking up of the Station. 1 

Two men attend the Station and furnish j 
meals to those only who have previously re- | 
ceived tickets. 



Hr. J. F. B. Marshall. 

AT FREDKIIICKSBCRO. 

Hay 30. 

In accordance with your request I submit 
herewith a brief report of the doings of the 
11th Auxiliarv Relief CoiqM, n.s.sipncd by 
you to the iiospitals on the heights of 
Fredericksburg, of the second division, 9th i 
Army Corps. This hospital comprised 
several buildings, the principal of which 
was the Mansion on St. Mary's Heights, i 
formerly an elegant residence, but now so 
defaced by shot and shell us to be almost | 
untenable; other houses and cottages com- 
prised within a range of half a mile were 
Wed with wounded. The daily changes of 
Voii. L— No. 20. 40 



men rendered it impossible to keep an 
accurate record. 

One train of ambidances left about five 
hundred men, all of whom were suffering 
from la<-k of attention. The average num- 
ber in tho hospital was Ixitwoen five hun- 
dred and six hundred. Some four hundred, 
who were wounded in the attack by Ewell 
on our wagon train, were left over night in 
the ambulances in front of our ho.spitals, 
and though we wore all fatigued by our 
day's work, we gave tho most of the night 
to these men. Tho next morning at 6 /V.M., 
the train moved on towards the city, and 
every man had something in the way of re- 
freshment before ho left. Wo then buried 
eight poor fellows who had died either on 
tho roiul or during the night Rev. Mr. 
Channiiig performed a must impressivo 
ceremony. 

Their effects were collected and sent to 
their friends. With all our labors early 
and late, wo could only feel that we had 
done but a small part of what was needed 
to be done to make these woundeil suffer- 
ing men comfortable. 

The patient, heroic cnduranco with which 
they bore their sufferings, and tho want of 
the comforts and almost the necessaries of 
life, was beyond all prai.se. They fully ap- 
preciated all that was done for them, and 
were overflowing in their expressions of 
gratitude to tho Sanitary Commission and 
its agents. 

Wo found these poor fellows lying on 
bare floors mostly without bhmkets, i-illows, 
matt res,se.s, or even straw. Their clothing 
fetid with filth and blood, without proper 
or sufficient food. Although the depot of 
the Commission had been almost drained of 
supplies by the great demand from the city 
hospitals in its immediate vicinity, we suc- 
ceeded in obtaining some tea, coffee, oat- 
meal, farina, and sugar, and h'ft at once, 
and the same evening e.ame that wonderful 
relief chest, eoutaiuing a little of almost 
everything that could bo thought of for 
hosi>ital uses. But for the aid afforded to 
this hospital by the efforts of the Commis- 
sion, the siifferiugs of the inmates must 
have been very much greater, and I feel 
confident that many lives were saved by its 
humane interposition. 

The Oovernment supplies were wholly iu- 
aileqiiate to the wants of these men even had 
they been not wounded. Coffee, and occa- 
sionally salt pork or salt beef, or fri'sh beef, 
which latter was generally served out in a 
very greasy soup, which seemed to give the 
men bowel complaints, whenever they par- 
took of it. I was called upon for nothing 
more eagerly than for medicine to stop tho 
diarrhea, which was a very prevalent com- 
plaint. 

The medicines found in tho relief chest, 
for this purpose, I used with remarkable 
success. 
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The Govenimeut hiul no medical sup- 
plica for several davs, and my remedies 
were their sole dependi'uee; and I was told 
over and over apiin by the men who 
insisted upon piving mo the title of doctor, 
that tliey had never had any medieine that 
acted so "like a chnrnr' upon them. It 
would be hardly too much to say that many 
lives were saveil by the instrumentality of 
the Auxiliary Itelief Corps, which has 
proved its preat value most thorouphly and 
satisfaetorily durinp the fortnight of hospi- 
tal service at Fredericksburg. 

Mn. J. F. B. JIausuall. 

IS THE FIELD. 

Jitjit n. 

We left City Point on Thursday, .Tune 
10th, at noon, with one four horse wapi n 
loail of sanitary stores. My Corjia consist- 
ed of eight men, viz. : Messrs. MeMurty, 
Bates, F.ppleston, Francis, King, Suther- 
land, Hammer and myself. Mrs. Barlow 
and Miss Gilson also accompanied the ex- 
pedition. Col. Band, of the -1th Mass. Cav- 
alry, who was in command of the jiost, and 
for whose ready courtesies we were much 
indeVited, furnished the wagon for the j 
stores, a horse and vehicle for the Indies, | 
and an escort of cavalry for our protection. | 
The gentlemen were on foot, and the march 
of seven or eight miles over a veiy dusty 
road and under a hot sun, was a slow and | 
fatiguing one. We were also delayed by 
falling iu with the ftth Army Corps on the 
march. 

Beached the Hospital of the IHth Army 
Corjis alMiut 4 o'clock, where we learned 
that a general engagement wiis expected to 
eommeuee about 5 P. M. I fouml at this 
Hospital two wagons of the Christian Com- 
mission. The Hospital was not established 
until after we had arrived. I sent round to 
fiud the dilTerent hosjhtals, and which was 
in most need, and was indebted to the 
Christian Cominissiim for finding a me.ssen- 
ger nctpininted with their location. As my 
Cori's were very much fatigued with the 
niari h, we went to a house near by, and 
irepared to pass the night. .About t) o'clock, 
lowever, the mes.senper relumed and re- 
ported that the Hospital of the 2d Division, 
2tt Army Corps was very much in want of 
ho-sjiital supplies, none of the wagons hav- 
ing arrived, and the wounded tming brought 
in iu great numbers. The Ho.sjiital of the 
IHth Corjis, where we first stoppied, was 
also in urgent need of some articles. I 
stiirted at once with the wagon and three 
men, leaving four to sleep off their fatigues 
so us to be able to relieve us in the morn- 
ing. Deft at the 18th .A. C. Hospital a part 
of our supplies, as per anuexeil list, and 
stalled with a pude for the 2d Division, 2d 
Corps. After losing our way in the woods, 
we reached the hospital about midnight. 



! and never were sanitary supjilics more 
needed than at this place. None of the 
wagons had come up; tlie hospital wa.s filled 
with the wounded, who were constantly be- 
ing brought in, and the Surgeons iu need 
of stimulants for the operating table, cloth- 
ing for the men, many of whom were shiv- 
ering in the dews, without coat or blanket. 
AVe were busy for several hours, issuing 
supplies and caring for the wounded, till 
about 3 A. M., when wo were compelled 
from exhaustion to turn in. The next 
morning the Sanitary Commis-siou wagon 
of the Field Corps arrived, with but few 
suprilies. The ladies visited the hospitals 
of tiie 1st and ,‘ld Divisions, of this Corps, 
and reporting that the 1st Division was in 
great need, 1 sent over an ambulance load 
of supplies to that ho.s]iilal, which took 
nearly all I had. Mr. Eggleston having 
over-taxed his strength in working all night 
among the wounded, I sent him in with the 
wagon to City Point Our supplies being 
nearly exhausted and the wagon not hav- 
ing arrived, which we learned had been 
Sent, I concluded that not being able to tind 
us, its contents had been distributed at some 
other hospital, which proved to be the case. 
I coiieludi il we had better return to City 
Point, and we were to start on Saturday 
morning, .Tune 18th. Before we got otf, 
however, Mr. A’assan arrived with a two- 
lioi-se wagon, partly loaded, and the infor- 
mation that a four- horse w agon load was on 
its way. I concluded to go with these sup- 
plies to the 1st Divksioii Hospital. Just as 
1 was starting, I met Dr. Steiner, who re- 
ported that he hud abundant supplies in 
his wagons of the regular Field Cirps, but 
that they had been detained in the rear, as 
the roaiis were blocked ii|) by troojis and 
ammunition trains. AA’e were most heartily 
welcomed at the 1st Division Hospital by 
Dr. I’otter, Surgeon-in charge, who fur- 
nished a store-room and guard, a tent fop 
the ladies, and one for the gentlemen, and 
offered us every facility wo could desire. 
Here we found 1,000 wounded and sick, 
and more coming in hourly. The Hospi- 
tal was the best ordered and moat jierfeet 
in its system of any one I have seen, and 
the corps of surgeons humane, gentleman- 
ly, ami eflieient. Cur supplies were in 
great demand, and our efforts most readily 
received and seconded by the officers iu 
charge. AA'o found enough hero to do to 
keep us nil busy. 

The next day. .Sunday, June 19th, we 
were early at work, ae a train of ambulan- 
ces and wngons were being loaded for City 
Point. All day we were busy preparing 
and distributing milk punch, farina, lem- 
onade, crackers, &e., &c. About l.tHK) 
wounded were sent in, leaving but a few 
serious cases, and the sick. Fresli arrivals 
from the field were taking place hourly, and 
they had to bo cared lor. 
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Uev. J. a. Htose. 

THE lirillAL OF 80I,l>IF.ltS AT FT!ia>EItUKS- 
iirBO. 

to your request I miike Uio 
following r«q«>rt lu reforeueo to tlie hnrial 
of the soldiers here. Il.iving been aeons- 
toimsl to witness the celebration of Chris- 
tian rites at the burial of the deiel, and 
being sent here by those who wore likewise 
accustomed t<i see them, I could not licar 
to see brave men placed in their graves like 
aiiimuls, without any religions service what- 
es-er. I therefore raiuh' application to the 
I’rovost Marshal for authority to tifficiate 
at the burial of those soldiers who were to 
bo buried within the military limits of the 
city. This authority was not only readily 
blit tliankfnlly granUsl, as I had been the 
first ainl only person who hiul made such 
an apiilicatiou. The Military Governor, 
Col. Shriver, also inostoheerfully approved 
and signed this authority. 

1 have ofliciated up to the present time 
at the burial of one hundred and thirty- 
three otlicers and privates. Tlie whole num- 
ber buried at the General Ibirial Ground is 
two hundred anil two. The soldiers arc 
buried, in their clothing and blankets, just 
ns they are brought irom the hospitals. 
No proper he.idboards or co/tins are pro- 
vided, but we use shingles, with the names 
■written thereon, and placed at the heads of 
the dead a-s carefully as possible, so that 
friends can reiulily find the bodies of those 
they seek. 

Mn. W. Aikman, 

AT BEULE PLAIV. 

We •went out on a deleg.ition from the 
“ Delaware Soldiers’ .\id Society,” and for 
the purpose of primarily’ earing ^r the 
wounded of Delaware, but also for any 
service and for any of our sufTcring men. 

Oil our arrival in Washington, we were 
satislied that we could accomplish the ob- 
ject of our mission far better by putting 
tnirselves in connection with the S.initary 
Coinmissiou than in any other way. 

At XJ.dle Plain wo put ourselves under 
the direction of Dr. Steiner, who requested 
us to relievo a party of overworked young 
men, who, at the tent and on the hill, were 
endeavoring to supply the wants of the bm 
thousand sufferers who were passing in one 
continuous stream. We took chargeof this 
work, and began to see the beneticent 
work of the Sanitary Commission. 

It were a piteous tale to speak of the seem- 
ingly interminable mass of human suffering 
which wo witnessed there — the road for 
miles crowded with ambulances and wag- 
ons, filled with wounded and dying men, 
and almost every yard of roailsidc lined 
with pale and wearied men, leaning on 
sticks, or on the shoulders of companions 
less severely wounded; all making their 



way piiiifully to the bo.at. For the relief 
of these men, as far las I could so<', the only 
provision was that which the S.initary 
Coinmissiou had made. How often I bless- 
ed it, as the abiinilant stores enabled us to 
feed and refresh, and cheer our uoblo fel- 
lows, and made it possible to dreas woiiud-s, 
fests'riiig, ami some of them uiidre.s.sed for 
nearly a week. The amotint of suffering 
assuaged then and there gave mo now ideas 
of the work. 

The uest day we pas.sed on to Fredericks- 
burg. We know in what an inexpressibly 
dreadful condition our wounded men were, 
in the croa'deil ehure.hes and houses of that 
town, and for the first few days the only 
means of relief for the sufferers was obtained 
through you; the bandages and lint, and the 
.stimulants, and the disinfectants, as well 
as the soft crackers, and the farina and 
milk. 

F.very blanket and shirt, and every pair of 
drawers or socks, we were able to get, camo 
from yon long before the Government 
stores had arrived. Here again, and again, 
while we saw some poor fellows made a lit- 
tle comfortiilile, or lieard his warm thanks, 
we bl«s.sed the work of the Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

Jtv sympathies were stronger elsewhere, 
but I have seen so much of the work of the 
S initary C,)mmission, that I c iiinot but 
feel the d(*epest interest in and admiration 
for it, and am exceedingly glad tli.it it was 
my privilege to spend a couple of weeks in 
connection with it. I shall esteem it a 
privilege to labor with you again, and hope 
to be called upon by you in time of need. 

SIr. ,T. O. Devnistov. 

Wo disembarked at midnight, pitched 
our tent and feil with bread and coffee the 
wounded men who came straggling in- 
The operations of the Corps luuil tlie fol- 
lowing Fridtiy, consisted almost entirely of 
feeding the wounded ami hungry soldiers 
who came along. On Wednesilay morn- 
ing, M ly 12th. onr lalwrs ])ropcrly began, 
for then the Corps was spreiallv assigned 
for duty at this station. At ha'f past four 
ill the morning, camp kettles were procur- 
ed, and the work of feeding lieg.in. Wound- 
ed men and soldiers not wounded camo 
pouring in by the thousand, all hungry and 
in need of food. Bread and coffee wero 
served ont to them all as fast as the coffeo 
could he ma le. The number of those fed, 
it is impossible to determine. All wore fed 
who could be served with the force in hand. 
The best estimate which can bo made, 
places the number of those fed from Wed- 
nesday morning until Friday night at five 
thousand daily. These men were mostly 
wounded men, who came by foot, wagons, 
and ambulaneas, from the front, but very, 
many were nnhnrt, bat came as guards,. 
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atnl wer<» in ncctl of food. We labored 
under great ineonvonionce from the rain 
and the mnd; our tent was pitched in a lo- 
cation which was very accesHible, bnt veiy 
miuhly in wet Wi-ather. It is In^lioveif, 
however, that no inconvenience resulte<l to 
any wounded men from this ennse. The 
membei*8 of the Corps w’ere ever found 
ready to go through the deepest mnd when 
necessary to the relief of those in need. It 
is thonglit that since Friiiay morning last, 
May lUth, no wounded men went on to the 
boats without Wing fed, the exceptions 
were of those who were slightly wounded, 
aiul who of their own choice piussc^l by the 
feeding stations in order to quietly reach 
the boats. I*revious to Friday it was abso- 
lutely impossible to feed all. It would be 
very unjust to claim nil this for the Sani- 
tary Commission. Tlie Christian Commis- 
sion and Dr. McKay's and Father Gilroy's 
stations, each did their full share of the 
work. Wc have freely fundshed delicacies, 
such as milk punch, oranges, farina. The 
milk punch has betui specially acceptable 
to all wearie<l by their long journey from 
tlie front. During the present week every 
man nimble from month wounds to erit 
solid food has been siqqdied with farina. 

A large number of shirts, drawers, and 
stoekings, have been supplied to those in 
need. Many bushels of letters have been 
received at our tent for the mail. Wo 
have also fed a largo nnuil)cr of delegates 
and of oflicers who were hungry. 

The work of Imrying the deatl bus Wen 
attended to by Mr. Tliompson, in connec- 
tion with the Christian Commission; Iho 
graves have been marked ami a record kept. 
The Corps has also aitled in giving break- 
fast to the wounded who have remaincti 
over night in the hospitals. This w’ork has 
Ikm'ii very widl s«pervis<'d by Mr. Stanly. 

It is impossible to give a very explicit re- 
port of our whole work, becausi' of the in- 
definite nature and magnitude of it. We 
have been treated in the kindest manner 
by the Government ofUcers; especially are 
we imlebteii to the Quartermaster CJom- 
])any and to Dr. Cuvier. We have obtain- 
ed from them many thousand rations of 1 
bread, coff(*e and sugar, for distribution. 
We have nbo been aided greatly by the 
common stddiers, who have always lM*en 
ready to do the heavy work of carrying and 
lifting stores, Ac, During the present I 
week a wofslen shanty has been ereided at ' 
oiir station, which has added to our com- . 
fort. The tents have also bwn lloored. j 
The gratitude of the wounded men to us I 
all for our aid 1ms been very demonstra- 
tive. The (’ommishion has achieved for 
itself at Belle Plain the good will of all. 
The Corj>s has been at a disadvantage from 
lack of experience; during the last few days 
we have been able to do more with less 
fatigue, by better system, and by securing 



the aid of others. I cannot too highly ex- 
press my conviction of the ust'fulncss of 
the Haintary Commission. The Christian 
Commission ami the Government ag<*ncy 
have worked very harmoniously writh us. 



Mb. Geo. Febouson. 

AT KKEDERirK.SBrRO. 

After leaving Washington, on the lOtb 
inst. , the first work in which I was engaged, 
was in feeding several hundred wounded 
men at Belle Plain landing, many of whom 
had had no food for two, three, and even 
four days. 

On tlie next day we arrived in Freder- 
icksburg, when I was n.s.signcd to duty in 
the 2d Corps, 2il Division Ho.spital, where 
I still work. Vi’e. have always been gladly 
received by those in nuthorny. The Sur- 
geons have continually worked with ns, 
looking to us for many things that the 
Government did not provide, or were be- 
hind hand in providing, and always got 
what they looked for. 

The room that we took poaicssion of and 
fittt‘d up for sanitary stores, luus become 
the constant resort for all the Surgeons in 
the hospital, nurses, Christian Commission 
men, and all and every Uttlc thing they 
w juit, they have learned can be had there. 
It would be impossible for me to attempt 
to make a statement of the articles that 
have been distributed from this place. 

Among the men, the blessings that arc 
given to the Sanitary Commission are not 
a few. Many say that tiny would have 
st4irved had it not bwn for the Sanitary 
Commi.Hsion. In the eight days that I have 
been working Iutc, I have w ritten JW let- 
U'rs to soldiers’ friends, have ha*! three men 
baptized by^ the Bev. Mr. Stone, two of 
whom have died, and the third, who w’os 
baptized to-day, is now dying. 

The condition of the men generally, lias 
been much improved. At first, the mt^n 
were sadly in want of under-clothing, hut 
now there are hardly any calls for this; and 
though liedsare still much needed, the men 
arc as comfortable a.s in their wounded con- 
dition they can bo. It is not until all 
thest* greater wants arc supplied that men 
I think of calling for pipes and tt»bacco. 
These arc constantly in tlcnmml now% ami 
a-s 1 go among them with tobacco au<l 
matcht*s, luiving previously distributed 
pipes, 1 find many takers. The comfort 
ilerivcd from this source is great, and the 
gratitude of the men for all these things, 
though quiet, is heartfelt Another sourco 
of plciisiire to the soldi<*r has been sing- 
ing. A small company of us, myself their 
leader, have gone from one hospital to «n- 
other in the evenings, and sang to the men, 
which they have alw'nir's been much pleaseil 
with, begging us to como again. 
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Kev. J. O. Means. 

I received n telegram from you on Sun- 
day afU^rnoon aa I was entering my pulpit 
at Roxlmry, asking me to come to Wash- 
ington that night. Missing the evening 
train, I started the next morning, and 
reached Washington in season to come 
here in company with the first who came 
to the relief of our wounded. 

After spending Wednestlay forenoon in 
feeding the poor men who had come to 
Belle Plain, and assisting the severely 
wounded out of the army wagons and am- 
bulances, I started with my co-laborers and 
walked to this city in the afternoon, and 
began systematic work the next morning. 
I have been jiarticularly impressed by four 
things in my experience: 

1st. The admirable system by which the 
efforts of the Sanitary Commission have 
been mode most practically useful. 

2d. The absolute necessity of this auxili- 
ary labor for the lives and welfare of the 
wounded. 

3d. The heartiness with which the medi- 
cal officers of the army have received and 
welcomed us, and allowed us to co-operate 
with them. And 

4th. The opportunity of relieving the 
spiritual ns well ns the physical necessities 
of the sufferers. 

P’irst. There was a systematic distribution 
of our company of fifty on board the steam- 
boat on the way from Washington. Six 
gentlemen were placed in charge of a chief, 
made in a measure re.sponsible to him, to 
labor under his general supervision, to re- 
ceive directions from him; thus on arriving 
at Belle Plain, each corj)s was at once able 
to go to work with least loss of time, or 
waste of strength or confusion. On reach- 
ing Fredericksburg, each corps took its 
hospitid or district of labor, and became 
responsible for it. This, I think, has secured 
to an unusual degree economy, efficiency, 
ease and rapidity in relieving the great 
disabilities we found existing. 

■ Second. As to the absolute necessity of 
this auxiliary labor, I am sure I should have 
had no conception of it, if I had not been en- 
raged here for those first most pressing 
days which immediately succeeded the 
great battle. As I write this, matters wear 
so different an aspect in this city, that we 
can hardly believe what the condition was 
ten days since. Our corps was assigned to 
the Female Orphan Asylum Hospital. 

No surgeon had yet been ordered to the 
hospital, though Dr. Terhune, Surgeon of 
the Third New York Volunteers, was tempo- 
rarily looking after matters. Some seventy- 
five men, among them ten or twelve cases of 
amputation of legs above the knee, or arms 
at the shoulder, several with severe wounds 
in the head, groin and body, and others of 



groat severity in other places, were in press- 
ing need of attention. The wounds, when 
wo came to dress them, we found had not 
been attended to for four, seven, and in 
some cases even nine days. Nothing had 
been done to organize the hospital. The 
fioors of the building were covered with 
filth to an indescribable degree, cxuviie of 
rebel troops, who had littered in them for 
previous months. Dr. Terhune hiul no ns- 
si.stants, and desired us to undertake the 
whole work. We began to feed the men, 
and place them in as comfortable a position 
as possible. With no details of soldiers, for 
the pressure was so great in every direction 
that none could be furnished, we took hold 
with our own hands and performed the 
most disagreeable scavenger work, and 
cleaned the rooms. The Surgeon started 
ns with such instructions aa seeing and as- 
sisting him in half a dozen cases could give; 
and tlien we continued and went through 
dressing the wounds of the poor sufferers. 
Our chief of cori)s was made steward of the 
hospital to procure supplies. The Sanitary 
Commission was drawn upon for the first 
essentials, and for the largest ]>art of our 
necessaries. No lint, bandages, plaster, 
blankets, or stimulants could bo jjrocured 
from the army stores for many dnys. With- 
out what the Sanitary Commission fur- 
nished, I do not see how anything could 
have betm done. When Dr. Terhune left 
for the front, he said in my hearing, to Dr. 
Sturtevnnt, who relieveil him, four-fifths of 
all that hod been done here, has been by 
the Sanitary Commis.sion, and four-fifths 
of our supplies came through them. Gen- 
tlemen, I do not repeat this out of compli- 
ment to us, but it seems right that the 
Commission should have, if it needed, the 
advantage of such explicit indorsement. 
For the first four dnys and nights our labor 
was well nigh prostrating. Since then na- 
Bistanco has come. In admirable volunteer 
surgeons and assistants, gentlemen from 
the Auxiliary Commission and other bodies, 
and nurses have been detitiled by the Med- 
ical Director, so that our work is less ardu- 
ous in certain forms. 

Third. Wo have had, as has been already 
intimated, the fullest and most hearty wel- 
come from the medical and other officers of 
the army. They have even devolved upon 
us duties and responsibilities from which 
we should have been glad to have been re- 
lieved, and the constant consultation as to 
what should be done and how, and their 
ready compliance with our suggestions and 
deference to our judgment, would have 
flattered us if there had been room left in 
such work for any personal feeling. I 
think it very remarkable that not any sign 
of friction in any direction has appeared 
for one moment; but we, in our humble 
measure, have been recognized to such an ex- 
tent os ought to satisfy any reasonable man. 
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Fourth. I liftil not imticipiited fto largo nn 
opport\iiiity of promoting the spiritual wel- 
fare of the Kiifl'ertu's. AVhile it wa.s indis- 
penmihle first to make them in some mea- 
enre oomfortalile in body, (and every effort 
must take that direction,) by words of 
cheer, and by siipprslions in various ways 
while about our work, it seemed a-s though 
many a poor sull'erer was receiving spirittiul 
strength and consolation. 

Our interviews with the men, as they 
saw and felt us seeking their good, so open- 
ed their hearts that they received gladly 
all we hud to say to them. In writing let- 
ters to friemhi at home, speaking of the 
gospel salvation to the dying, and ])raying 
with them, helping their thoughts u]iwurd, 
there has been a most delightful and bless- 
ed opportunity of doing in some small 
measure what our Lord and Master did. 
With daily jirayers in eaeh ward, and spe- 
cial Sabbath sr-rvices, most kindly, joyfulljf 
and thankfully received by the men, it 
may be hoped that it will be found at last 
that something has been done for the high- 
est and best interests of our noble, patient, 
and uncomplaining men. 

No pressure of other cases has prevented 
ns from iierforming decently the last rites 
over the dead, taking care of the precious 
momentoes which the soldiers have left lor 
transmission to their homes, and writing 
letters, in all cases communicating such 
particulars as wo could give them, and 
speaking such words of comfort as might 
be possible. 

If it were not absolutely imperative that 
I should return, I should count it special 
felicity if I might sjieud some of the com- 
ing months in this new phUunthropy. 

Mb. a. M. Spebut. 

FncnKiucKitBriin, Jfay IS, 18&4. 

On the morning of the 12th, the 3rd 
Division of the Relief Corjw was assigned 
to duty in the 1st Division of the Gth Army 
CorjiB. We found in the hosjiital not less 
than seven hundred men, and the number 
soon rose to eight hundred, while the con- 
stant arrivals and departures made the grand 
total of wounded men very much larger. 

Tlie first few days were so occupied in 
efforts to feed the hungry, and to dress 
woimds untouched for deys, , that any 
attempt at statistics would have been a 
wicked waste of. time, nor am I aware that 
the Surgeon in charge attempted anything 
of the kind. 

We have now in nearly every ward a 
regular system of morning reports, and all 
the main features of an organized hospital. 
In this work of organizing, it will be seen 
that the Relief Coqw has been of much 
assistance. 

Even now, in one instance at least, a 



nu mber of this Coqjs makes out the morn- 
ing report of his w ard. But it was “ when 
there were none to helj),” when all but 
God had apparently deserted these men, 
that outwork wiis mo.st valuable. Brought 
in and laid upon the Hour of damp un- 
wholesome stores, or small dark rooms in 
the poor dwelling-houses on Caroline 
Street, they lay for days with only a blank- 
et under them. oft<ui covered with blood 
and tilth from tht'ir wounds, or saturated 
wiih water snd often with urine. 

For the first ten days the work was to 
cover the nuked, only those absolutely des- 
titute or worse than destitute, being sup- 
]>lied. Blowlv and surely their condition 
wiui improved; as soon as possible noble- 
hearted volunteer Surgt-ons dress«-d their 
wounds, soldiers were found for nurses, 
blankets at first from the Commission, 
afterward from the Medical Purveyor, took 
the place of those covered with tilth and 
vermin, and shirts and drawers in limited 
quantities were supplied. The number at 
present remaining in the hospital is per- 
haps five hundred. These are in many 
different Imihlings, and probably forty 
rooms. Hardly one of these is fit for a 
hospital ward. InsufBcitnt light; dump 
and decaying floors; lack of proper drain- 
age and sinks for the use of the men; little 
or no ventilation, all contribute to the 
general unhealthfulness of their condition. 
It seem impossible that erysipelas and gan- 
grene can long be kept away; even now 
cases ore coming to notice. 

The system under which we have worked 
has in the main proved successful. If it 
be the theory that we are to look to the 
wants of the men not supplied through the 
regular channels, then it seems the best 
way to do by aasigning men to different 
wards, where by long acquainbince they 
may be able to judge of each man's condi- 
tion and wants correctly. Where also, by 
his personal presence, he may keep a con- 
stant restraint upon those inclined to bo 
unfaithful in duty, or in the use of stores. 
So far ns practicable, all stores taken in 
hand by our men, have been followed di- 
rectly to the soldiers for whom they were 
intended. 

Hundreds of men in this city to day owe 
their lives to the stores furnished, and tho 
work done by the Anxiliniy Relief Corps 
of the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 



Mb. W. Dana. 

When I entered the service of the Sani- 
tary Commission, I came with a prejudice 
against this organization— a prejuilice held 
in common with many others who have 
thought that a large portion of the com- 
forts and money given so freely bv tho 
people never reached tho soldier. I, there- 
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lore, wuk'hed thoRe at the head of tho 
Sanitary CommiRsion witli a jealous eye, as 
well UR tliose who were ut the heuds of tho 
different departments, and I must say I am 
greatly disap{K>iuted. I have yet to meet 
one who is not a gentleman, who to lUl up- 
eerauce is not an honorable man, and w ho 
us not the true interehts of the soldier at 
heart. I say this fri‘ely, as I think 1 may 
have done the Sanitary CommisRiun an in- 
justice throngli ignorance heretofore. 

My experience in working for the Sani- 
tary Commission tlius far is very brief, one 
night at Belle Plain, and six days in tho 
hospital at Kredt*rick»burg. Yet, even this 
has been sntlicitvut to convince mo that the 
Sanitary Commission is tlliiiig a gap, and 
meeting a great w’unt whkdi it Is impossible 
for the Government to do. 

For my part 1 do not «ee what the sol- 
tliens could have done in these hospitals with* 
out its aid. the Government wa.s 

using all transportation for the HiippUes of 
the army at the frout, the Sanitary Com- 
mission wjw relieving, by their stores and 
.agents, the sufferings of the wounded and 
dying. 

I have had connection withlnit one hos- 
pital — that of the Second Division, Second 
Corps, and here, thougli the Surgeon in 
charge has been dicing all he cun for the 
comfort of those under him, yet to the 
Sanitaiy Commisaion lie looked for a 
larg<* share of tho stiinulautH, clothing, etc., 
even now, though the Governm*nt is fur- 
nishing a hirgti (piantity of necessary and 
substautial aidicles, yet it ia from the Sani- 
tary Commi.ssion that tlu^ydraw thow* arti- 
cles of delicate food which arc so much 
relished by a sick man. 

As for tho work, I for one, have enjoyed 
it exceedingly. I have always found the 
soldiers glad to Bee me, and they have been 
exceedingly grateful for anythiug 1 could 
do for them. 

The medical attendants have met rao 
kindly, and are apparently ghul of reliablo 
assistance. In fivct, I am now convim*ed, 
the longer I work here, that tlie Sanitary 
Commission is one of the noblest charities 
of our land, aiul tlmt it oiK'ns a broad lielJ 
for humane and Christiau efforU. 



Mb. J. P. MARsuAnii. 

To cheer the lonelineRs of tho invalid 
soldier; to make him fe<d that ho is still an 
object of tender solicitude — to nourish, 
sustain and encourage, the Sanitary Com- 
mission comes like nn angel of mercy. Tho 
eye of the sufferer lights up with sudden 

i 'oy, at the first appearance of the long- 
iope<l for aid, and from lus lips come such 
expressions os these: ** God bless the San- 
itary Commission;’* “The wounded would 
f are hard if it were not for the Sanitary 



Commission;*' “Government does all it 
can, but it is good to see someliody from 
home;’* “ What shouhl wm* do without the 
Sanitary Gominis ion.” Every one wlio has 
spent a few hours ev<*n in the hospitals has 
heard many such tt*stiiaonials of grateful 
feeling from the sick and woundtHl. 

Such wore the gla<l expressions that sa- 
luted onr first advent into the hospitals of 
Fredericksburg, aft<*r a tiresome wilk fn>m 
j Belle Plain, on tho afternoon of May llth, 
1SG4. Tho smiles that greeted us from 
longrowsof sunburnt men, stretched upon 
doors of the Rtores, with nothing but a 
bloody blanket beneath them, was ample 
compensatiou for the fatigue of our journey, 

I Tlie 4lh Corps of Belief Agents, was 
I as-sigried to tlie Fourth Division St‘Cond 
Corps Hospital, located principally on Car- 
oline Street. The hospital was already 
t well organized and divided int<i twelve 
wards. l>r Kw’ing, the Surgeon in charge, 
received iis kindly, ami assigmsl us a room 
in tlie story of the building at the 

corner of George aud Caroline Streets, 
over ward four of our hospital. We re- 
mained there until tho edbivia from the 
ward below, and from another which had 
been ehtaliliahed in the rooms in the rear, 
on the saine door, compelled us to evacuate 
the premises. 

Oiir corps originally consisted of John P. 
Marshall, of College Hill, Mitssachiisetta; 
Dr. Daniel A. .Tuhiisou, Rev. Dr. Stock- 
briilge, Capt. John 0. Hnbbanl, and John 
S. Bent, all of Chelsea, MassachiLsetts, and 
Mr. Noble, Jr., of New York City. Miss 
Helen L. (riLsou, was also assigned to our 
hfiRpital. Dr. Johnson and Mr. Noble were 
ri'moved from our corps for special service 
elsewhere. ' The remaining members were 
organized into a working party, as fol- 
lows: 

John P. Marshall h.-vl supervision of 
corps and charge of arrival diet; Captain 
Hubbard liad charge of vegetable diet; 
Rev. Dr. Stockhritlge had charge of sol- 
diers’ correspoudenct*; Mr. Bent h id charge 
of stimulants; Miss Gilson had supervision 
of the cooking department, and <)i.stril>utiun 
of clothing, etc. Captain Hubbard was 
healthy, hiithful and active. Mr. Bent, 
though not well, much of tlie time, bore up 
maufully, and by his devotednevss, won tho 
afft'ctionate regard of all connected with 
the hospital. 

Dr. Stookbridgo conducted tho corres- 
pondence with fidelity, writing some days 
as many as thirty letters. 

Upon Mi.ss Gilson's services, wo scarce- 
ly daro trust ourselves to comment. Upon 
her experience we relied for counsel, and 
it w-os chiefly due to \w.r lulvice and efforts, 
that the work in our hospital went on so 
suciicssfully. Always (piito self-possessed 
and prompt in the di.scharge of duty, she 
accoinpUsncd more than any one could for 
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the relief of the wounded, liesidee being a 
constant exnmido and emlKalimeiit of ear- 
nestness for all. Her ministrations were 
always grateful to Die wounded men, who 
devotedly loved her for her self-fiaerillcing 
spirit. Said one of the ."ith New .Jersey in 
our hearing, “ There isn’t a man in our 
regiment who wouldn’t lay down his life 
for Miss Gilson.” 

TV’o have seen the dying man lean his 
head u[ion her shoulder, while she breathed 
into his ear the southing prayer that calm- 
ed, Boothcil and prejmred him for his jour- 
ney through the dark valley. 

The Surgeons of our hospital were kind- 
hearted, active .young men. The wounded 
and sick were taken just ns good care of, by 
them and their a.ssi itants, as the state of 
the supplies would )>ermit. The nurses 
were generally attentive and careful. When 
one neglected his duty, he was at onee dis- 
chargeil. The ward-masters of ward 1 and 
'2 were men whom we shall always remem- 
ber with gratitude, for their unwearied 
labors in la-half of the badly wounded men 
under their charge. 

We were not required to dress a single 
wound, while connected with the hospital. 
In answer to an inquiry-, if it was cxpccteel 
of ns, the Surgeon assured us it was not, 
but if we desired some expi-rience, we were 
at liberty to dress some simple wounds un- 
der the direction of his assistants. The 
wounds were dressed regidarly once a da.v 
in the forenoon, except one or two days, 
when no sui)plics of lint and bandage could 
bo procured. As a proof of the superior 
care taken of the woundtal men in our hos- 
pital, we do not remember a single case in 
which the wounds became ipfested with 
maggots. Out of eleven hundred men who 
were tenipomrv inmates in the hospital, 
only fourteen died. 

L ndertho diri'clion of Miss Gilson, the 
special diet waa prej)ared, and we cannot, 
strongly enough exjiress our sense of the 
invaluable service she rendered in this de- 
partment. The food was always eagerly 
expected and relishetl by the men, with 
many exjireasions of praise. Ur. Kwing 
preacril>eil the diet, and the hours of serv- 
ing it, which were very faithfully observed 
by the agents. 

After Ur. Ewing was summoned to the 
front, Ur. Kibble took charge, maintaining 
the same excellent siijarvision that char- 
acterized his jiredecessor. 

These medical men were glad to avail 
themselves of our services, and from the 
first treated us with marked respect and 
kindness — a proof that they recognized the 
utility of the work the Sanitary Commis- 
sion was createtl to do. , 

We can but feel that the presence of jn- 
diciuns and cultivated agents of the Sani- 
tary Commission will do much to impress 
more fully upon the Surgeons and nurses 



the sacred obligation they are under, to 
treat with the utmost tendemess the com- 
monest soldier, who falls in the service of 
our common country. 

At tin- same time too much care cannot 
be exercised by the agents, not to interfere 
with the Surgeon’s appropriate duties. By 
showing a disposition to help without in- 
terfering, by doing much and talking little, 
the agents can soon inspire contidence.and 
gain the hearty co operation of the medical 
authorities, in any wise measure for the re- 
lief of the suffering. 

The wounded men need more nourishing, 
or at least a more ]>alatable diet, than is 
provided liy the Government authorities. 
We often found men in a weak and feverish 
state, with their beef soup and hard tack 
untasted near them, but glad to get a di.sh 
of farina or some little article of diet pre- 
p.ared by Miss Oil-son. The lives of men, 
under such circumstances, are often saved 
by some siraide kind of food, which the 
hosjiital stores do not furnish, or the cook.s 
do not know how to prejiare. 

If all the hospital nurses were honest, 
they might be intrusted with the distribu- 
tion of the special diet. But without any 
intention of reflecting very severel.v upon 
the general character of the men employed 
by Government, wo do kr.ow from per- 
sonal observation that all cannot be trusted 
with the delicacies intended for the wound- 
ed. It becomes ncces.sary that resjKinBiblo 
men should have charge of the extra diet, 
and see faithfully that each wounded or 
sick man has his share of the nutriment, 
upon the proper and ivgular supply of 
which his life depends. 

Nor is it strange that some soldiers, who 
act as nurses, long deprived of luxuries, 
should be unable to resist temptation, and 
sometimes appropriate to their own use 
the delicacies intended lor the wounded. 

The Agents of the Commission, by the 
faithful discharge of their duties, can pre- 
vent all such abuse of trust, and guard tho 
interests of the invalid soldier. 

[KemmLndcr In our next number.] 

HOW WE hVrEV. 

Lbttes r*oM Rrv. M»- Puttm. 

White HorsE, Va., Junf, 1864. 

I hardly know whetlier to lani;h or to feel in- 
dignant at the reports I hear concerning tlie 
Inxurious habits of Unng, in which the Sanitary 
Agents indulge. 1 did laugh at first, for the 
thooghtof luxury was so incongruous with all my 
surroundings at the moment, and so far from any 
thing in my experience of the Sanitani* Commis- 
sion, that I could hardly beliovo the charge of 
luxurious living was made seriously. But wheu 
I saw that it was. I was inclined to wax indig- 
nant, and to wish that the people who circulate 
and believe such charges, would come out her o 
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to Bee and try this luxurious service them* 
selves. When I read the letter, we hud just 
dined, sitting on boxes, off a tabic constructed 
of rough boEU'ds laid on barrels. Our table fur- 
nishings ore all tin— just such ns the soldiers 
have. Our food is very often served in washba- 
sins— precisely such os we may have used half an 
hour before in dressing wounds— and very sug- 
gestive also ot the morning toilet. The dinner, 
to-day, was the best I have seen since leaving 
Washington. It consisted of canned chicken, 
potatoes, apple-sauce, pickles, bread imd but- 
ter, and coffee, served in a good deal of confu- 
sion, and with no very special regard to neat- 
ness. Nothing but the good appetites that 
most of ns possess, could possibly overcome the 
obstacles of such a dining table. 

I suppose some would say that canned chick- 
en was a luxury, and that we are eating np the 
stores sent for the wounded and sick soldiers. 
But the canned chicken, tell the carpers, was a 
rarity. I have never seen it on the table but 
once before. Our usual meat is salt bam. We 
do not complain, though we do not always 
relish our meats; we expected such discomforts. 
Here, we have been provided for rather better 
than at Fredericksburg or Port Boyal. It is 
uecessaiy* for the health of the agents. They 
cannot long work, without goo<l and sufficient 
food, and here some things which would not be 
provided for them elsewhere are put upon the 
table, because of the natural unhealthiness of 
the location. It is a malarious district, and it 
is not well to drink much of the water. We 
sometime have ole. Wliatever we have, of 
course comes out of the sanitary stores; and 
this, of course, the public must knoa% when 
they contribute the funds. The agents can live 
in no other way, and the funds cannot bo used 
without the agents. And whoever could see 
how these men work here —working many of 
them night and day, and sleeping only when 
and where they can — could never begrudge 
them their roughly served and often neglected 
meals. And as for luxury in any other shape, 
the term is still more ridiculous, at least as far 
as the agents who follow the army are concern- 
ed. Even I, who expected hardship, am sur- 
prised to find how little provision is made for 
their comfort. The barges and steamboats are 
filled eveiy’wbere witli stores, and passengers 
must get along as the}* can. We sleep, a hun- 
dred or more of ns, counting all bands, wher- 
ever wo can crowd a straw mattress down, on 
the floor, or on boxes of goods. The mattresses 
and choice places, (if any there be,) are free to 
those who cun first get them—the agents, boat- 
men, or contraband cooks. One night, com- 



ing on board rather late, I was so unfortunate 
as to get only the e<lge of a bale, where I was 
conscious all night of an effort .to hold on, lest 
I should slip over the railing of the deck. It 
may have been an attitude of luxury, but it did 
not strike me so at the time? And whatever the 
attitude may bo at night, comfortable or uncom- 
fortable, and however well disposed one may 
be to sleep, there is always the possibility, very 
frequently made actual, of being called up at 
any hour, to go, it may be a mile or more, 
through rain and dark and mud, to feed a train 
of wounded and suffering men. This is a part 
of the work we came to do, and we do it un- 
complainingly, but we do not call it a luxurious 
mode of life. 

Nor did those of our number who were detailed 
the other day to go up to Washington as nurses 
on a boat, where there were only three surgeons 
with four hundred wounded men, and who were 
almost the only nurses on board, and who had 
to do every kind of service for thirty-six hours 
for these men, dressing their wounds, cooking 
for them, as well as for themselves, and serving 
them, not only as care-takers but in the most 
menial ways, consider their service as a mode 
of luxury. They were glad, and felt honored, 
to perform it, there being no one else to do it 
But I did not intend to go into this long story. 
It will serve, however, to show yon something 
of our style of living, which was what you wish- 
e<l to know. I felt moved, too, to defend these 
Sanitary Agents whom I know about against 
so false a charge, not on my own account for I 
am but a temporary volunteer among them, but 
because of their own long and faithful service. 



HOSPITAL NOTES FOR FRIENDS AT 
HOME. 

Raffasaxsock Brvxa. Stoameb Kekt,! 

Sunday P. M., May 29, JS64. J 

After my experience here with the Sanitary 
Commission, I only wish I hod the ‘‘gift of 
tongues," that I might place a fair record on 
paper of its operations, and give some hints by 
which yon at home could realize the work it is 
doing for the nation, for the army, for the hos- 
pitals and for the wounded. But even now, 
with all my intimate connection with these ac- 
tive operations in this gigantic campaign, I de- 
clare to you that I do not know where to begin 
in my eulogy, for I do not yet begin to realize 
myself one half of its beneficent work. In the 
first place it is always ahead in every thing. It 
reaches a new base as soon as there are soldiers 
to protect it; it is at work establishing hospit- 
als and providing necessary stores long before 
the government machinery begins to move; and 
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ite red flags are aeon every where with the atara 
and Btripea. CBtabliahing ita feeding stations, 
and its depots of Rupplins. 

WHAT UrrOMES OF TTTE MOXEY ? 

People ask at home, and it is a natural qneB> 
tion, for they can form no conception of the 
voKt field it covers in its operations, “what can 
the Sanitary do with all this money? Their 
present funds should last them till the war is 
over.” Let them try to realize the wants and 
necessary comforts to bo supplied to a hundred 
wounded men. The rolls of bandages to cover 
legs, arms and bodies; the lint, clothing, shirts, 
drawers, and stockings; the plllaws and pads 
for stumps; the bedticks, slings, and bedpans; 
the hay for bedding, the tents, blankets and 
slippers; the oakum for wounds; the emtehes, 
fans and basinR; bponges, drinking cups and 
spoons, each man requiring more or less of each 
of these and a hundreil other things for his out- 
ward comfort, for the soothing of shatb’red 
limbs or aching wounds. And then the articles 
of food, embracing every necessary stimulant, 
oranges, lemons, soft bread, oat meat for gmel, i 
farina, cordials, canned and dried fruits, vege- j 
tables and meats, condensed milk and coffee, ! 
sugar and tobacco, eggs and crackers, and a j 
long list besides, and all this not for one man, j 
nor a hundred, nor a thousand, but for tens of i 
thousands in one <iepnriment only of the vast j 
campaign. | 

It is also to bo remembered that in Virginia 
(he work ia not simply itilh or in the mUlst of 
the army, nor alone upon the battle field; it is 
spread over vast tracts of conntiy through which 
the army sweeps, where has bc‘*n left its wound- 
ed, in the wilderness or on the plains. Its sta- 
tions are cRtablished not only where it is abso- 
lutely knfnen they will be needed, but where 
there may be a possibilily of want All this re- 
quires comprehensive forethought prompt and 
energetic action, unwearied labor in an infinite 
debut Of some articles the reqairements are 
enormous. Condensed milk by the ton. Shirts 
by the tens of thousands, ice and hay by the 
cargo, and so on with the long list of supplies. 
And this material has to bo transported by 
vrngon trains from one base to another, forage 
for horses has to be provided, drivers have to 
be paid, steamers chartered, and coal consumed; 
indeed it is a gigantic machinery, and as bene- 
ficent in its ministry as it is vast in its propor- 
tions, I understand that the cash expenditure 
for May will be $250,000. and this does not in- 
clude the material contributed, nor the supplies 
sent to iU central depots as a gift; and all this 
is well applied; the percentage of waste is very 
small; indeed, I have yet to see the first can of 



meats or coffee misused, the first bottle of 
liqnors uselessly consumed, or the first nrticlo 
which is place<l thus in the hands of its agenU 
sacrificed either by careless or injudicious use, 

ITS MANAOESfZKT. 

If I had the time, I w ould go into some de- 
tail of the hospital management in Fredericks- 
burg, but I cim only say that on our arrival 
there, the military* authorities look possession 
of houses, stores, churches and all public bnild- 
ings. Each Army Corps had its hospital de- 
partment, the city being divided in such a man- 
ner that each wounded man as he arrived w*as 
sent to the street or building which represented 
the Division of the Corps to which he belonged. 
These buildings were divided into wards, and 
corps of nurses were assigned to them and held 
responsible for their projH*r management Our 
Ninth C-orps* Hospitals on the Heights of Fr(?d- 
ericksburg were sadly destitute. Our buildings 
were overcrowded. From mansions of grand- 
est ])roportions, to leaky sheds and out-houses, 
crumbling to decay, our wounded men found 
shelter. But it was little more than shelter. 
As closely as men conld lie side by side, they 
were packed in upon the hard floors, some with- 
out blankets and many without shirts. I can- 
not tell the story of individual suffering; I can- 
not tell how we lived and worked through those 
days and nights, bringing order out of chaos 
and comparative comfort out of the most fear- 
ful suffering. I can only remember scenes and 
sonnds and smells as we sometimes look back 
upon some long agony. Men feverish and 
weary, with aching wounds and shattered 
limbs, BO patient, hopeful, resigned and uncom- 
plaining. As the days passed by, each hour 
brought araore liberal stipply ofhospital stores, 
and before the evacuation we had our more im- 
mediate wants supplied. The central store of 
supplies of the Sanitary, occupied the warehouse 
of the infamous Mayor Slaughter; it was hero 
that the wagon trains were unloadeil os they 
came up from Belle Plain, and from these 
stores our re^juisitions were answered for every 
variety of supplies which onr hospitals required. 

I have in my book a memorandum of onr re- 
quisitions for our five or six hundred men, and 
in looking it over I am amazed to see how largo 
onr daily diufts were upon this central store. 

BTKDREDS OF LIVES SAVEP. 

It is an unquestionable fact that the Sanitary 
Commistiion has saved in this campaign hun- 
dreds of lives simply from its food- There 
would have been deaths without number from 
actual starvation, if we hml not had an abun- 
dance of stores upon the spot, for I saw* and fed 
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many who were in the lost atagea of exhaustion 
and who must haye died if we had not been able 
to relieve them. 

Aside, however, from any personal matters, 
the Sanitary Commission has done, perhaps, the 
noblest Christian work of any age. Always 
fresh with warm and tender sympalhiea, ever 
constant with its sweetest miniHtries, never 
{ailing with its living consolations, it comforts 
sorrowing homes, it whispers to dying hearts, 
and it l>ends with an untiring devotion over 
those who have seemed to bo on the verge of 
the dark valley, but who have come out at lost 
into the bright sunlight again, in God's good 
Providence and love; and if tliero is one song 
on earth which the angels may also chant in 
hv'aven. it is, ** Inasmuch as ye did it unto the 
least of these my brethren, ye did it unto me.'* 

a, 

ReUff Agt.nl, 

EXTRACTS FROM OUR JOURNAL. 

AT CJTT PorST. 

Tliree cars were loadeil for Cedar Level 
to-day, consiKood to Mr. Butler, at tUo 
Commissary IJepot at that place, where we 
have a Field Depot. They eontaiiied: 

74 bbls. poUtofMi. JO bbla. craD)>errle«. 

63 •• ontoDS. S3 ** picklM cucumber*.* 

37 ** grct'o apples. 37 ** nicklcd tomatoes. 

1 ** tomatuAS in can*. 3 ** beets. 

Making 2S7 bbla. tn all. 

Dr. Dougins visited the hospitals of the 
10th C. at Point of Rocks. The arrange- 
ments are excellent, and the use of Flies 
alone for hospital purposes appeared to be 
most admirable. Inquired of Dr. Potter, 
Surgeon-in-chnrge, what views he had ns 
the result of his experieneo in regard to the 
use of Flics alone. He highly ajiprovcd 
of their nse for all oases of sickne.-s or of 
wounds at this season of the year. Said 
they furnished during yesterday’s rain quite 
ns complete a protection as the tent. 

The working organization of the Com- 
mission at this point is as follows; 

Dr. J. H. Douglas, Associate Secretary 
in charge. 

Dr. Alexander McDonald, Inspector and 
Executive Officer. 

Dr. Wm. F. Swalm, Inspector and Con- 
troller of lasiios. 

Mr. Jno. A. Anderson, Supt. of Trans- 
portation and Supi>lies. 

Mr. Chas. S. Clampilt.Chief Storekeeper. 

Mr. Jas. J. Brooks, Purveyor. 

Jlr. J. Warner Johnson, Superintendent 
Field Relief. 

Mr. Frank B. Fay, Superintendent Aux- 
iliary Belief. 

The whole force here, including all em- 
ployed by the Commission, numbers abont 
220 men. 



There were sent to the front via Cedar 
Level this P. M. : 

bbli. potatoc*. 

14H •• onions. 

46 " bc«t*. Total, 463 bbU. 

Juiyt 33f, 1864. 

Last night about eleven b'clock the re- 
port was brought to the office that the Ken- 
nedy was filling with water rapidly. All 
hands were roused, and the cargo which 
had been transferred from the Liberty and 
Thomson was rapidly put back upon tho 
Thom.son, until the water ceased to gain 
upon the pumps. It was long after mid- 
night when work ceo.sed. It is gratifying 
i to record that every man worked with a 
I will and an energy which is rarely witness- 
ed, showing a personal interest in the 
saving of tho cargo. 

We were requested yesterday by Capt. 
Pitkin, .\. (). M., to loan one tug, 8. E. 
Brown, to bring up a schooner of supplies 
for Gen. Grant and Staft". The tug was im- 
mediately turned over temporarily to Capt. 
Pitkin, and n?eeived her sailing orders to 
proceed to the Potomac River, and even to 
Alexandria, in search of the said schooner. 

Sent to Cedar Level to-day. 

404 bbla. potatoes. 

303 ** onions. 

143 beets. 

1 bbl. ssur krsnt. 

1 " pickles. Total, 341 bbls. 

Juig 33tf. 1664. 

Sent by rail to Cedar Level: 

46 bbls. tonastoos. 

1 bbL •• (large.) 

780 Iwxes '* 

3 bbls. potatoes. 

6 " onions. 

3 *' beets, 

1 bbL cranberries. 

Total, 837 bbls. and boxes. 

Vegetables for want of wharf room are 
sent to Cedar Level, subject to the order of 
Mr. Jolinson, who goes from Division to 
Divi.sion of the Army, and gives orders 
upon onr Vegetable Depot, as he in his 
judgment deems best. To-day we have 
supplied our own Field Stations belonging 
to the Tith, 9th, and 18th Army Corps, and 
to the Stations in tho Depot Hospital at 
this point, attached to tho 10th, 18th, 2d, 
9th, and 5th Army Corps; also to tho Post 
Hospital at Bermuda Hundred, at City 
Point, and at Wilson's Landing. 

Secreta^ Seward ami daught^ were here 
to-day. Left about noon. 

Two rebel batteries are planted on tho 
river alx>ve Bermuda Hundred and below 
our fleet. The dispatch boat is fired at 
every day. 

CiTT Ponrr, Jutp MU, ISM. 

Drs. McDonald, Swalm and Douglas went 
to tho front. Visited tho Field Stations of 
the Sanitary Commission of the 6th and 
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9th Corps. Called at the heod-qunrt^rs of 
Uie Army of the Potomac. Hud a very 
aatisfactory interview with Dr. McParliu. 
Called on Dr. McDonald, Medical Direc- 
tor 9th A. C. Learned from him that the 
most marked effects hail been observed 
upon the health of the troojwi after the in- 
troduction of vegetables. Dr. MeParlin 
said that the army was improving in health 
at the present time. 

Most of the cases of sickness were mild 
cases of fever, or exhaustion which would 
ield with quiet and rest in hospital The 
ospitaU in the front arc admirably man- 
ageil; in most respects more comfortable 
than those at City Point. 

The army is well supplied with vegeta- 
bles with the exception of onions, which 
have always been scarce, though more de- 
sired than any other. 

Letteh fkom Buio. Gen. Cutter. 

HeaivQvabtkw 4tb Dit , 5th A. C.. \ 
Ju/y Slf/. 1864. 1 

J. W. EbQ.. 

AfftrU Sanitary Commitrion: 

Sm — I have received your order for a 
supply of fresh vegetables to be issued to 
the men of my command ; allow me to say 
that in my judgment, the Commission can- 
not do better than to continue their efforts 
in that direction. A supply of vegetables 
not only contributes to the present comfort 
of the men, but it is the surest preventive 
of those army scourges, diarrhea, scurvy 
and dysentery. Three years' service with 
this army luvi very fully contirmed mo in 
the opinion that nowhere can men be more 
healthy than in the army, with a proper 
diet, of which vegetables are an indispen- 
aable element. 

Your Commission seem to be acting upon 
the adage “ that an ounce of preveution is 
worth a pound of cure." I hope they will 
adhere to that opinion. 

Very respectfully, 

L. CCTTEU, 

Brig. Otn. Commanding Vivition. 

Tbo following letter was sent in by Mr. 
Johnson : 

HeaD'Qcabtcrs, IStb a. C., jocaji Trebaditiio,) 
Juig 37U. 1864. | 

Ka. J. WAmmtB Johhioh. 

SupL Field Relief, SaniUiry Commiuion: 

Sib — Please present the thanks of the 
men and officers of this Corps to the Sani- 
tary Commission for the very large and 
seasonable supply of fresh vegetables just 
received from you. The potatoes and on- 
ions were mnch wanted, os senrvy began 
to threaten, and the two hundred and fifty 
boxes of tomatoes answer the same purpose, 
ns well as prevent the men feeling heavily 
the recent reduction in the rations. 

I am, sir, with re.spect. 

Yours truly, 

E. O. C. Obd. 



BELIEF WOBK IN BOSTON. 

BotiToic, July li<, IB64. 

F. N. Knapp. 

A»$octnte Secretary, Wathington: 

Mt Beak Sir— On bohiilf of the Executive 
Committee of Boston Associates. I submit here- 
with a Report concerning the Hpecial Relief 
Service of the Commission as administered in 
this city, imiler the direction of our Committee, 
for the quarter ending June 30. 1H54. 

The number of recipients for this period has 
been 5,416 as compEired with 5.455 for the pre- 
vious q»iart<*r, and the total number registered 
for the fifteen months during which the seivice 
has been administered, is 

For the cpiarter ending Juno 30. 1864, the 
following is the record of “aid rendered:” 



FurnlJihixl Traniportation at Govemmenl rate to.. 1.735 
“ •• pairt by CoromlM»on ... 21 

•* by U. 8. quarb.fr-Maaler 64 

•* Carriage within tbv city 1,283 

'* R)>prkai attendancp to their homo* 7 

Ixidffing ................ 3,109 

»• Moalu 3.W4 

Clothkog 137 

** Aid in arranjrinit papora 35 

*' Aid in obtaining pay 32 

•• Modh al adrlco 142 

Woundn DreRAed 1,665 

Procurt>d Commutation of Ratlona, ....... . .... 1 

lAsmed Money. ... 61 

Gave Money ......... 36 

S«‘nt to Hoepitai IS 

Referre<l to Local Relief Asflo^tlona 2 

Peatbfl 1 

Furnished T'ndertaker'a aervicci 1 

Amount of Pay rollecUN! $4,030 91 

Daily avora^ e number of Soldiers lUnglaterod . . 69% 



These are apportioned to their respective 
States as follows: Maine, 2,121; New Ham^ 
shire, 231; Vermont, 24; Massachusetts, 2, 229; 
Connecticut, 13; Rhode Island, 15; New York, 
37; New Jersey, 1; Pennsylvania, 8; Maryland, 
2; District of Columbia, 23; Ohio, 3; Illinois, 8, 
Iowa, 3; Minnesota, 2; Wisconsin, -I; Missouri; 
6; Indiana, 3; North Carolina, 2; Georgia, 2; 
I^uisiana, ^[ichigan, Arkansas, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, 1 each; U. S. Array, 137; 
U. 8. Navy, 56; Veteran Reserve Corps, 478; 
Co^)B D’Afriqne, 2. Total, 6,416. 

The following supplies have been drawn 
from the Supply Department of the “New Eng- 
land Women’s Auxiliary Association:” 

12 woolen shirts, 24 cotton shirts, 24 w oolen 
drawers, 24 cotton drawers, 60 pairs socks. 469 
slings, 1 dressing gown, 5 lots bandages, and G 
pairs crutches; also, 1 lot of old rags for use of 
Pemberton Square (Mason General) Hospital. 

1,735 orders have been issued upon respect- 
ive roads for transjKirtation at Government 
rate, and 61 furnished by the U. S. Quartermas- 
ter. 

8,080 meals have been furnished to 3,004 men, 
at a cost of $2,700.79, showing an average of 
2^ meals per man, and an average cost of 33| 
cents per meal. 

$143.04 has been loaned or given to 35 men, 
being an average of $4.11 per man. Of this 
amount $52.78 bos been returned, being Aths 
of the whole amount, 16 of the 35 men nave 
returned the amounts loaned them. 

137 men have V>een furnished with 382 nrti- 
les of clothing, being an average number of 
^ articles per man. 

The total cost of the service for the quarter 
has been $6,070,23, classified os follows: 
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R’lil and Taim 1547 00 

FnnUfihliig uid I<4rp«in ‘,*00 00 

BaUncR 718 W 

Trmvi'UuR F.zp«ii«ci 45 JIO 

Aclvi'rtiiting 11 W) | 

SUtioiiury uul Printing 6T5 47 

UuspiUU StOTPS 105 04 I 

*Su{>t rlutcu4li>nt‘8 Expcnio Account 3,042 81 i 

Mi8^11uieuu8 104 40 i 



$0,070 23 

The average cost per man of the aervico for 
the qnarter, as shown, i.s as compured 

with $J.0 m for the proviods quarter, showing a 
reduction of ccuU. 

The aT*-rage cost per man, of the service for 
the anccessive quarters since its inauguration, 
is as follows: 



Quarter ending June 30. 1863 $2 35 

•• •• 8i pt 30, 1W13 1 28 

•• •• 31. 18 3 1 15 

'• *• liittreh 31. 1864 1 OH 

“ •• June 30, 1864 1 W’i 



The following statement exhibits the result 
of the HoHpinil Car Service between New York 
and Boston for the quarter ending June 30, 

im: 



Knmbor erSoKlier* tranpported 8.403 

Total coiit of tho Scrrlco $373 86 



Average cost per man, which is a re- 

duction of lOJc. from the previous quarter. 

The following supplies have been furnished 
for nse on these cars, viz. : Bmndy, whisky and 
wine, 5 bottles each; 1 bottle cologne, I bottle 
ammonia, 1 roll plaster, 1 bottle pills, 1 bottle 
cough mixture, 1 dozen cakes snap, 2 gallons 
oil, 1 dust brush, 1 feather duster, 2 packages 
lint and bandages. 

During the last quarter the Special Belief 
Scnice at this point has assumed increasetl im- 
portance. The movement of well soldiers, niK>n 
tiirloiigh, has almost entirely ceased, and while 
the number of arrivals continue.s nearly as great 
ns atony previous time, they are almost exclu- 
sively wounded or sick men going to their 
homes upon shoit furloughs, to recruit, or in 
process of transfer from one hospital to an- 
other. 

The emergeiicieg which the establishment 
has proved itself able to meet, without disturb- 
ing its ordinary routine, hjis, of late, been strik- 
ingly illustrated. Upon one occasion, within a 
tqiiice of an hour and three-<|UJirters, 3W wound- 
ed men were received, their wounds dressed, 
and dinner given them (each man selecting, ac- 
cording to his taste, from a bill of fare.) .\t 
the appointed hoar every man was comfortably 
aboarcl the tnun provided for their tmuH|)orta- 
lion to Augusta, alaine, and the train supplied 
through our agency with re<piiKitc appliances 
for their comfort. Of this number, 301 re- 
quired to be brought to our rooms in carriages, 
and so token again to their train. The regular 

• Climsifit atiou of Knprrintendent'ii Expenm) Account: 



Tran»iM>rUtioti ...... |:M1 00 

TnivtUu*- txiH.'Uj'ci* {W 37 

Mr»ls 2,709 79 

Furmturc ........ 8 W 

Fuel 55 SO 

Waolilng 170 66 

Salsne.i 00 00 

Money loaned and K>vcn .......... 143 04 

Pontaec ........ 0 4S 

Saudriofl 97 09 

Undertakor'a SeWicea 27 60 



ordinary record was made in the case of every 
man. His name, regiment, company, name of 
oflioer, place of residence, wound and condi- 
tion, and aid rendered being correctly entered 
upon the register. 

An arrangement has been recently concluded 
by which we are enabled to draw rations from 
(lovornment for all furloughed men, whom we 
furnish with meals. Our communication with 
the t.'ommissary Department at Woshington in 
relation to this matter, has be<*n of the most 
satisfttctor}’ character, our views having been 
met in the most cordial and liberal manner. 
It gives us pleasure, also, to add that rur rela- 
tions with all Government and State officers at 
this point are altogether satisfactory and agree- 
able. 

1 am, my dear sir, with great regard. 

Very rc«j>ectfully yours, 

Jno. S. Bi.atchfokd, 

For Exrr Cum. •*/ Hottun of 

V. S, Sanitary Vomrmutton. 



PROTECTIVE 

or THE 

STATE OF NEW YOEK. 



OFVICE, 36 CHilllBEBS STKEET, 

NEW -yoRTr. 



President. 

Lmrr.-GEN. WINFIEU) SCOTT. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Hon. HAMILTON FISH. 

JOHN J. CISCO, Esq. 

ADMIRAL DUPONT. 

RUDOLPH A. WITTHAUS, Esq. 

ROBT. B. MINTURN, Esq. 
Directors. 

Hons. E. D. MOHOAN, GEOnOE OPDYKE, 
HIUAM liAIlNEV, J.\S. W. UEEK.MAN. Ket. 
H. W. BELLOWS, D.D. Messrs. JOHN JACOB 
ASTOK, JAMES BBOWN, W.M. H. ASl’IXWALL, 
JA.« GALLATIN. HOWATJ) roTTElt, WM. E. 
Du DOE. Ju., THEODOBE BOO.SEVELT. PIIIEB 
COOPEB, OEOBUE BANCTIOIT, DANIEL LOBD, 
WII..SON a. HUNT.BOBT. L. STUART, AIA'UED 
PELL. 

Apply in p<!rson or by letter, to 
HENRY OREENFIELD, Sec'y, 
35CBAMUHiia Strett, New York. 



OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

To securs the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., tcithoul cost to the claimant, 
2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being 
made against the Government 

Ath. To give gratuitous advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their f ami- 
list needing it 



Digitized by Google 




638 



The Sanitary Commission BuHetin. 



THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 



Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, IBHl, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. 8. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of orRani- 
zation were approved by the Pre«i<lent of the 
United Sbdes. Its present organization is as 
follows: 

H. W. Bcllowa, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Uache, LL. D., Washington, D. 0. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong. Esq., New York. 

Elisha ilurria, M-1)., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. SUiraa, U. 8. A. 

R Wood, Ansisbuit Rurg.-GcnT U. S. A. 
Wolc< Gibbs. M.D., New York. 

8. G. Hove, M.IX, Boston, Maas. 

0. R. Agnew, M D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland. Ohio. 

Rt Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. L 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio, 

Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, 111. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Wa.shington, D. C. 

Horace Biuney, Jr., Philadelphia. Penn. 

Rev. J. H. Hoj^ood. I^onisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Moss. 

Prof Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. StiUc. 

Ezra B. MeCagg, Chicago, IIL 
OFncEiis: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Baehe, LL.D^ Vice-President. 

George T. String, Treasurer. 

J. F<ist«r Jenkins, M.D., General Sooretary, 

J, S. Newberry, M.D., AtMs<x*iate Secretary. 

J. n. D'Higlas, M.D., Ass4K'iate Secretary. 

F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 

BT.VKDHffO COSOnTTEE, 

Henry W, Bellows, D.D.* 

George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 

Wolcott Oiblis, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D, 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

Til© RanJUry rommliwlon ha© mad© arrangcnienU 
for information gratniUmNly. with regard to 

patienU lu all the Uuilod State© General Uoapitala. 

For information relatlrp to patirnta in tbo Tlotpitaltin 
New York, New Jemey, lUc New Englaml Htatea, Kaat- 
em Virsinia, Maryland. Platrict of Columbia, North 
Carolina. South OaruUna, Florida and LouiHiaiia, address 
" Office of Sanitary Commlaaiuu, Waabington, D. G.” 

For the Hoapitala in Pctmaylvatiia, a<ldrea« **Offlr©of 
Sanitary Commiaalon, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Thlla- 
a Iphla." 

For the HotpHali in Wr*tem Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
nilDoia, Mlaaourt. Iowa, Kentucky. Tenneaae©, Mlaaia- 
•Ippl, and Arkanaaa, a<ldrcsa “Office Sanitary Com- 
mlaaion, LouiavUle, Ky." 



The Sanitary Commission, under special anthor- 
ityof the President of the United Stau*©, maintains 
an extensive aystem of agciicii'e fur flooiiriug the 
safe conveyance to, and distrihntioa of, gomla put 
in ite charge for Uie sick and wounded at pointa 
where they are roost wanted. It operates with 
equal care and generosity at all poinhi — at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, l»eff»re Charleston and at 
Chattanooga disthbuliona being governed b) % 
comparis«)n of the w’ants of the patients in all cases. 
Tlic following is a list of deiiota, to which auxiliary 
BocieLies, ami all <lis|M)He(l to aid the sick and 
wounded, without reference to States or kK'alities, 
hut simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are mvitod to send their otferings; 

Sanitary OommiHsion, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, U«mton, Mass. 

Sauitarv C^ommission, Branch Depot, No. 10 Sd 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary CommiMion, Branch Depfd, No. 1,307 
Cliestmit Street, Piiiladelphia. 

Sanitary Commianion, Branch Dejxit, No. 46 
South Sharp Stii-et, Baltimore. Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, comer Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street. tMeveland, O. 

Sanitary (jommisHiem, Branch Dejxit, No. GO Mad- 
ison Stn'Ct, Cliicago^ 111. 

Saniiarv Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s UitWk, butfalo. New York. 

SaniUry Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penu. 

Siiiiitary CommiHsion, Branch Depot, No. 32 Ear- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Coiiimissiuu, Branch Depot, Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 

The Commisflion receivea no pecuniary aid what- 
ever from the Govenimeiit, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary coutribtittons of the public for 
the means of sustaining its n^icratioua. Contrilm- 
tioiis to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to Oetirgo T. Strong, Esn., Treasurer, 
68 WaU Street, N. Y, 



RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

Oeneral Hupcrlnt©nd©nt, Rev. F. N. Knapp. Waahlng* 
ton. D. O. Chief AsBiMUnt, 4. B. AbtKitt. 

Soldiers’ Houi«, Ofar Baltimore Uoilroad Depot, Wash- 
Iztgtnu, D. C. 

boldlcr’B Lodge, Tfi Kingston Street. Boston. 

Lodge No. 4, H Hlreet, tH-tweet) t.'nh aiid 14th Btreetl. 

Lodge No. 6, Maryland Avenue, near Itoilruad Station. 

Nurses' Home, W«Mhmgtuti. D. C. 

Soldiers' Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cintiatl, Ohio — Col. G. W. 1). Andrews. Sup't. 

Suldters’ Home, Cairo, UL>-C. N. Shipman, Sup't and 
Relief A||(ent. 

Soldiers' Home, Louisville, Ky. — Jamca Ualona, Sup't. 
James Morton, hperial fUdief Agent. 

Soldiers' Home, Nashville, Tcuu.—!.. Crane, Sup't and 
Relief Agent. 

Boidiers' llom©, Columbno, Ohio . Sup't 

Soldiers' Home, Cleveland, Ohio-— Joseph Jerome, Sup't 
and Relief Agent 

Soldiers* Lwlge, near landing, Uemphla, Tcun. — O.W. 
Christy, Sup't and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Mias.— T. Way, Sup't 



In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the p«*rsou inquired for should t>e given, and where he 
was when lost heard from. If the applh'stion is by letter, 
the ansa-er will be sent by return of moil ; If in person. 
It will be answen-d at on<*e ; or if by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned Immediately at the inquirer's 
expense. 

Soliliers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, con scorrely serve the canss of humanity more 
effectually Uion by frequently and widely disseminating 
a knowlv<i({«> of the above, among thooe who have CrieucU 
In the army. 



AOKKCT roa PKNsioira 

William F. Doocom, Pension Agent, Washington, D. 0 

BOffPtTAL CARS. 

Between Washington and New York— SoL AndreWn, 
M. D., Burgeon In charge. 

Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 
Between IvoutaviUe and Murtreesboro'— Dr. J. P. Bar- 
num. Surgeon in charge. 

OAKITABT trSAXn, 

Oumherland Blvor- New Dunleith. 
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FRED’O S. COZZENS, 

73 WARREN STREET, 




NEW YOIJIC. 
(Opposite IludsoD River Railroad Depot,) 

AND 

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 

^ WaiitaiuKton, D. C., 

(Two doors from Willard's.) 



Imported Wines, 
Brandies, &c., 

OF THE PUREST QUALITY, 

roB 

Medicinal k Sanitary Purposes, 

Such as are extensively used in the 

UNITED STATES HOSPITALS, 

AND BY TUB 

SANtTARV COMMISSION. 





Adapted to every Branch of 
Business. 



MANUFACTURED ONLY RY 

THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 

E.IT.FAMNKSICO., 

St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 



ALSO, 

American Wines, 

or the Highest Grades. 



SOLE AGENT IN NEW YOdK AND WASHINGTON FOR 

LONGWORTH’S 

Spaiklini and Si Calamba Winei 

Brandies, &c., &c. 



PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 
FAIRBANKS & CO., 

No. 252 Broadway, New York. 

FAIRBANKS & BROWN, 

No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 

FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & Co., 
No. 1T2 Lake Street, Chicago. 

FAIRBANKS & EWING, 

> Masonic Hall, Phi adelphia. 

FAIRBANKS & CO., 

No. 24^ Baltimore St., Baltimore. 

Descriptive Circulars furnished or 
mailed to any address, on oppiicatum to 
either of the csiore. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

COMPANY, 

CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 

CASH CAPITAL, - Si, 000, 000. 

From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Tear, ending December 31, 1863. 



Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 1864 |3, 140, 930 80 

Total Amount of Premiums 3,253,256 76 

Excess of Earned Premiums orer Losses, Ac 1,137,063 33 

Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies 441,206 49 

Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certiBcates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 

or uot 269,614 80 

Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums 15 per cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders 26 per cent. 



LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Ms ob which the Premiain is paid in like Cnrrencj. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will he allowed the option (to bo 
Bipiificd at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RP7rURN8 IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the vear, whether loss accrues or not, upon -all new risks under the NEW 
YORK: FORM OF FOLICV, as follows: 



1st. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 
3d. Upon TIME RLsk.s upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULIjS, a return of TEN per cent. 

Such privilege, however, being confined to person.*? and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums ujion such policies earned and paid during the year, sliall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 

• DIRECTORS. 



EDWARD ROWE, 
DANUX W. LORD, 
GF/)R(JK MHN. 

JOHN ATKINSON, 

THOS. A, C. COCHRANE, 
WM. n. HALSK\\ 

THOS. UARRON, 

ROlJlNl) Q, lirrcHELL, 
ALBERT O. U-X 
GEORGE P. DliNUON, 

0- L. NIUS, 



M F. MERICK, 

WM B. OGDEN, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
B. C. MORRIS, 
ANDREW J. RICH, 
DANX W. TFJ.IJCR, 
JOHN D. BATES, J*., 
CMARI.B? HICKOX, 
ROBERT BOWNE, 
LAWRENCE MYERS, 
S. N. DERRICK, 



MOSES MERICK, 
DAVn> J, ElA', 
JOSEI’U MORRISON, 
WM. H. I-OPHAM, 

B. C. MORRK, Je, 
EZRA NVE, 

HRNRV J. CAMMANN, 
THOMAS IJ3RD, 
ROBERT 8. nOLT, 

J. a GRIFFIN. 



THOS. LORD, Vioe President. 



B. C. MORRIS, President. 



WJEd. M. WHITNEY , 2d Vice-President and Becretary. 
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The S.ANiTABr Commission Ddlletin is piiWisAecl 
OR Vit firtl ami fifteenth r)f erery month, and at it 
Acis a cironlaiion, yratnitmu or other, of above 14,000 
copiet, it offers an unnsHnUy valtutble meilium for 
adcertisimj. 

AH communications must be adtlrestol to the Ed- 
itor, at the office, 82.7 Broadway, and must be au- 
thenticateil by the mimes ami adtlresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the putAication of the BtcL- 
LrriN is uncertain, itejiemUny on that of the tear, 
and on the resources of the U. S, Sanitary Com- 
mission — the Standing Committee feels a certain de- 
gree ofretuctance to solicit subscriptions for it — and 
thereby to pledge the ComnUstion to its issue far a 
definite period. 

The Committee umlerstand, hotcever, that tome of 
Iheir friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give 
notice that the sum of two doltars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (O. T. Stbono, 68 IFail Street, or ATo. 
S23 Broadway, New Tork,J icUt secure its being sent 
to sueA contributor during the remainder qf the cur- 
rent year, unless its publication be eooner dieoon- 
tmued. 

You L— No. 21. 



“FEDERAL ATROCITIES." 

The Iiondon Times saya that we earry on 
onr war against the Slaveholders' Rebellion 

with a cruelty that far surpasses anytliing 
that can bo laid to the charge of England, 
though the lapse of eighty years has soft- 
ened war's manners ami has caused hu- 
manity to bo respected even in the camp.” 
This is the repetition of an old story. For 
the last three years English peers and 
statesmen in Parliament and out of it have 
been making the “unprecedented inhu- 
manity and barbarity” of our soldiers a 
most telling point in their oratorical apolo- 
gies for slavery. 

All this talk has had some effect in the 
circle of gentle and kind-hcarU’d women 
in my little town, who have been busily 
working for the relief of our army, through 
tho .Sanitary Commission, ever since the 
war began. They look at each other and 
ask in whispers, are wo really working for 
an army of cut-throats and ruflians, whose 
brutalities and atrocities exceed even those 
of the British soldiers, who stormed Bada- 
jos and Ciudad Rodrigo ? Wo know war 
is a cruel business, but are the violence and 
brutality of our armies really unprecei/ent- 
edf If what these disinterested Englisli 
outsiders say bo true, we feel as if wo 
onght to do no more work for men whose 
atrocities actually exceed the incredible 
horrors of which we read in history. 

This is natural enough. Wo were all 
brought np to reverence England, and the 
grandfather of Mrs. Sniperfidgets, Presi- 
dent of our Soldiers' Relief Swiety, is said 
to have been fourth cousin to the brother- 
in-law of a gentleman quite nearly related 
to the British Peerage. She is therefore 
naturally regarded as an authority os to t!ie 
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opinions of the aristocracy of Europe, and 
she assures us that -we are regarded in the 
“highest circles” abroad os conducting 
this war in a spirit of fiendish atrocity and 
ferocity, unknown since the days of Liouis 
XIV. and the deTastation of the Palatin- 
ate, and which British humanity could not 
endure for a single day. 

Now it is quite true that soldiers in ac- 
tive service are sometimes guilty of crimi- 
nal violence. No doubt there have been 
such oases among our hundreds of thou- 
sands of enlisted men — though the only 
reason I have for so believing is the ap- 
pearance of an occasional newspaper para- 
graph, at long intervals, stating that Private 
so-and-so was duly hanged day before yes- 
terday for some such offence. But this 
misfortune occasionally happens to people 
in civil life. , 

I wish, however, to show my humane and 
sensitive friends through the columns of 
the Bulletik that whatever “atrocities 
and barbarities ” our soldiers have commit- 
ted are not in the least degree “ unprece- 
dented,” and that the worst charges ever 
brought against them, true or false, fall far 
short of what a British historian records 
of British soldiers, in a campaign of which 
he was an eye witness, and which was con- 
ducted not “eighty years ago,” but fix. 

I have before me a copy of “My Diary 
in India, in the year 1858-9, by William 
Howard Bussell, LL.D., Special Corres- 
pondent of ‘ The Times. ’ In two volumes. 
London: Koutledge & Co., 18C0.” Mr. 
Bussell is a cool man of the world, and an 
exi>ericnced observer of campaigns, and 
this is the last eonsiderable war in which 
our peace-loving philanthropic British crit- 
ics have thought it profitable to engage. 

Their persecution of the Maoris and their 
shelling and burning of a Japanese port or 
two, are more recent to be sure, but these 
are mere retail transactions, charged to 
the account of “petty cash,” and are not 
entered in detail in the hooks of the Brit- 
ish Empire. Let us see with what entire 
freedom from “ cruelty ” this East Indian 
campaign against native princes, whoso ti- 
tles date back for centuries, and who had 
risen against a foreign commercial tyranny, 
established among them partly by force 
and partly by fraud, was conducted by the 



humane and merciful armies of Great 
Britain. 

On page 222, Vol. I, Mr. Bussell tells us 
that “when Neill marched from Allahabad, 
his executions were so numerous and indis- 
criminate, that one of the officers attached 
to his column had to remonstrate with him, 
on the ground that if he depopulated the 
country he could get no fupplietfor the men." 

Just imagine one of Gen. Sherman’s 
staff advising him that if he would persist 
in exterminating all the people on his line 
of march through Tennessee and Georgia, 
he would have difficulty in obtaining sub- 
sistence and forage t 

At Lucknow, Mr. Bussell informs ns, 
(\’ol. I, p. 301,) a certain house, occupied 
by rebels, was desperately defended. It 
was shattered by artillery at last, and then 
stormed. “ Some of the Sepoys were still 
alive, and they,” we are told, “ trere merci- 
fully killed. But for tome reaton or other, 
which could not be explained, one of the 
number was dragged out to the sandy plain 
outside the house, he was pulled by the 
legs to a convenient place, whore he was 
held down, pricked in the face and body by 
the bayonets of some of the soldiery, while 
others collected fuel for a small pyre, and 
when all was ready, the man was roasted 
alive. There were Englishmen looking on. 
More than one officer saw it. No one of- 
fered to interfere. The horror of this in- 
fernal eruclty was aggravated by an attempt 
of the miserable wTetch to escape when half 
burned to death. By a snddeu effort ho 
leaped away, and with the flesh hanging 
from his bones ran a few yards ere he was 
caught, brought back, put on the fire 
again, and held there hy bayonets till his 
remains were consumed. ‘And his cries, 
and the dreadful scene,’ said my friend, 

* will haunt me to my dying hour.’ ‘ Why 
did’nt you iuterfere ?’ ‘I dared not.’” 
Mr. Bussell adds, in a foot note, “ I saw 
the charred bones some days after, on the 
plain.” (P. 302.) 

There is no evidence that any officer or 
soldier of our army, who renouuced his 
allegiance and military fidelity, (like this 
unlucky Sepoy,) and went over to the reb- 
els, has up to this time been roasted alive 
by any squad of patriotic and zealous Un- 
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ionista, belonging to a New York or New 
England Begiment. 

“I mast confess," says Mr. Russell, on 
p. 320 of the same Tolome, “ that I do not 
altogether approve of anything but the ex- 
traordinary courage and self-possession 
which marked his [Hodson's) conduct in 
shooting down the sons of the King of 
Delhi, but ” 4o. 

If one of our Colonels should capture a 
batch of blue-blooded rebel “Congress- 
men, "and finding it doubtful whether ho 
could carry them safely to head<xnartcrs, 
should proceed to blow their brains out, 
seriatim, I think the London Times and 
Lord Brougham would see little to approve 
in his “courage and self-possession.” 

It would seem that the armies of Eng- 
land made a most ungenerous use of the 
religions superstitions of these luckless 
Orientals, to render their death more bit- 
ter. Mr. Russell is unfortunately not very 
explicit on this subject, but his remarks 
suggest a great deal “All these kinds of 
vindictive, unchristian Indian torture," he 
says, (vol. 2, p. 43,) “such as sewing Mo- 
hammedans in pig-skins, and smearing 
them with pork-fat before execution, and 
burning their bodies, and forcing Hindoos 
to defile themselves, are disagraceful, and 
nltimately recoil on ourselves. They are 
spiritual and mental tortures to which we 
have no right to resort.” 

So England treats her Oriental rebels. 
What would she say if we followed her ex- 
ample, (at a remote and humble distance,) 
and obliged every chivalric South Caroli- 
nian prisoner to take a Uberated black man 
for his chum and bed-fellow ? 

“ One of the civilians of the station who 
visited me," says Mr. Russell, (vol. 2, p. 
82,) “boasted that he had hanged fifty- 
four men in a few hours, for plundering a 
village." Mr. R. thought the proceeding 
rather strong, but his friend regarded it 
with “ intense satisfaction, and regretted 
that he had not more of the same work to 
do.” Suppose General Rosecranz should 
“ hong fifty-four men for plundering a vil- 
lage in Missouri 1” 

On page 295 of voL 2 Mr. Russell says: 
“ I hoard a man tell a story which aston- 
ished me, not the tale so much, for I had 
heard many of them, as the way he told it 



— a very worthy man, no doubt, but what 
he said was this: On a certain occasion, in 
a recent celebrated action, a place to which 
I shall not more particularly allude, [poli- 
tic Russell !] was strongly occupied by the 
enemy. Our men carried it with great gal- 
lantry, and bursting in, proceeded to kill 
all whom they found inside. The work 
was nearly completed, when this officer 
perceived a number of Sepoys crouching 
upon the flat roof of the enclosure. They 
hadibeen firing on our men, but seeing the 
terrible fate of their comrades, they sought 
to escape notice, and had taken to this 
place of refuge. They mode signs to the 
officer that they would surrender, and he 
ordered them to come down the narrow 
staircase leading from the roof, and os the 
first Sepoy appeared, he told the man to 
take oS his belt and pouch and to lay it 
with his musket down upon the ground. 
The some thing he did with each succeed- 
ing Sepoy, till he had got them all, fifty- 
seven in number, upon which, he said, I 
fell them in against the wall, and told some 
Sikhs, who were handy, to polish them off. 
This they did immediately, shooting and 
bayoneting them, so that altogether they 
were disposed of in a couplo of minutes." 
This {>rompt execution of justice was 
doubtless most creditable to Groat Britain. 
Our national soldiers have never ventured 
on anything so masculine and vigorous. 

At Lucknow, Mr. R. tells us, (vol. 1, p. 
348,) “after the Fnsileers had got to the 
gateway, a Cashmere boy came toward the 
post, leading a blind and aged man, and 
throwing himself at the feet of an officer, 
asked for protection. That officer, os I 
was informed by his comrades, drew his 
revolver, and snapped it at the wretched 
applicant's head. The men cried ' shame 
on him.' Again he pulled the trigger, 
again the cap missed — again be pulled, and 
once more the weapon refused its task. 
The fourth time — thrice had he time to re- 
lent — the gallant officer succeeded, and the 
boy's life-blood flowed at his feet 1" 

Whether this ornament to the service 
was promoted for his “distinguished con- 
duct " in this affair does not appear, but 
what wonld^we American barbarians have 
said, if Gen. Bntler, for example, walking 
through the streets of New Orleans the day 
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utter its aurrcndcr, had encountered an 
elderly secessionist with a yonng son or 
nephew of 12 or 14 accompanying him, and 
had thereupon pro<luced his revolver and 
blown out the child’s hrains ? 

I think the humane and patriotic women 
w ho work for our soldiers need give them- 
selves no concern about foreign lamenta- 
tions over their violence and cruelty. No 
armies have ever shown themselves so for- 
bearing and merciful as ours. Our na- 
tional soldier is, in the language of the 
Morte d’Arthur, “the kindest man that 
ever struck with sword.” England, at 
least, has no right to charge us with inhu- 
manity, while Mr. llusscll's record of her 
dealings with a rebellious colony at the an- 
tipodes remains nncuulradicU^d. 

A “ IllBILLUSION ATED ” ANOLOMAJJIAO. 



THE WESTERN HEPAUTJIENT. 

In the Field. 

Dr. A. N. Read, writes from Nashville, 
on the 3d August, as follows: 

According to your instructions I left 
Na-shville the last of April, to give attention 
to the work of the Commission in the field. 

On my arrival at Chattanooga, I con- 
snltcd with Surgeon O. Periu, U. S. A., 
and Medical Director, and sub.scquently 
with Gen. Thomas, as to the best manner 
in which the Commi.ssion could aid in the 
care of the sick and wounded. 

The great diftlculty was to secure trans- 
portation, and the <iue.stion arose as to the 
practicability of the Commis-sion furnish- 
ing their own. It was deemed beat not to 
do this, but to depend upon Government 
teams. As it was exi)ected that soon after 
the movement of the army, large supplies 
of stores would be needed, I sent yon on 
the 27th the following telegram: 

“ Can yon send twelve thousand pounds 
of milk, eight thousand bottles of spirits, 
and a general supply of deliciicies ? How 
soon V” Dr. Perin, added the following 
indorsement: “Plea.se forward as soon ns 

po.ssible. ” 

O. Peiun, U. 8. A., Medii'sl Director, 1 
Medical Director's Ollice, April ‘27, 1864. f 

I then visited a portion of the troops in 
the field, and at Ottawah a Brigade Hospital 
in charge of Dr. F. M. Cook, Hurgeon lOlst 
Ohio Regiment. It contained only forty-four 
t ialiontB,bat they were from different States, 



08 follows: Ohio, thirteen; Indiana, ten; Il- 
linois, four; Pennsylvania, one; Iowa, fite; 
Michigan, two; Kentucky, nin e. I mention 
this, os the doctor showed me a letter from a 
friend of State Agencies, asking him to 
send for stores for Ohio soldiers exclusive- 
ly, which, as you can see by the inmates of 
his hospital, he justly declined to do. This 
ho.spitol hod received some, outside of the 
brigade. The patients all had beds and 
bed-ticks filled with straw. The bunks 
were made by the Surgeon and his attend- 
ants; every sick man had a pillow; the 
beds were clean, the food good, with a 
liberal supply of vegetables, such as pota- 
toes, onions, pickles, etc. They also hail 
milk, and every day each man was served 
with stewed fruit. The Surgeon remarked 
that "all these were Sbtained from the 
Sanitary Commission, and could ho had in 
no other way.” 

Soon after this visit, the army advanced, 
and on Jlay 1st, in comi>nny with Dr. 
Perin and my brother, I visited Ringgold, 
for the pur]iose of obtaining a suitable 
room for medical and sanitary stores. Wo 
took an order from Gen. Thomas, that 
rooms should be furnished ns, and secured 
a suitable one for the Purvi-yor’s stores 
aud our own. This accomplished, we re- 
turned, and immediately 170 packages of 
stores were forwanled. 

About this time Dr. Perin, by his own 
request, was relieved from his duties ns 
MiKlieal Director. We parted from him 
with sorrow; he hiul been a faithful aud 
eflicient officer, ever ready to aid us in our 
work, and to give us a reason, if ho could 
not. 

As most of the troops had left Knoxville 
and joined this army, I telegraphed Dr. M. 
M. Seymour, Sanitary Inspector, in charge 
of the work in the Department of Ohio, 
asking him to come and aid ns in the anti- 
cipated work. Ho came promptly, and until 
ho was disabled by sickness, gave invalu- 
able assistance. Mr. F. R. Croy also c.amo 
bock with him, and for a time took charge 
of the storeroom at Ringgold. 

Our plan for the campaign was to have 
an Agent of the Commission with each 
Army Corps, and, if possible, with each 
Division, whose business should be to sup- 
ply them with stores tnd attend to their 



^OOj^i 



The Sanitary Commission BtiSetin. 



645 



distribntioD, and, as soon as possible, make 
lists of casnalties; the stores to be obtained 
from the nearest railroad depot to the 
army. 

During my visits to the regiments I found 
much complaint, and mnch cause of com- 
plaint, of the fraud practiced by send- 
ing inefficient men for the new recruits. 
Some were sent who had been twice dis- 
charged for disability, others were deform- 
ed — one was blind in one eye — had double 
scrotal hernia, and deformed hands. Of 
one squad of men drilling, none were over 
fifteen years of age, by their own confes- 
sion. 

On May 6th, our army hod passed Bing- 
gold, and a battle was daily expected. For 
several days there hod been skirmishing, 
and many wounded were brought to Ring- 
gold hospitals. Many Surgeons called and 
anxiously inquired what we could do for 
them. Wo had only enough tor present 
use on hand, and I could only tell them that 
stores were expected daily in much larger 
quantity. 

About this time I invited Rev. Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Lawrence, of the Christian CcA- 
mission, to join us in our work, assuring 
them that all our stores should be as freely 
given to their agents as to ours, and upon 
the same terms. This invitation was ac- 
cepted, and we worked in harmony. 

1 cannot better give you a knowledge of 
our work at this time than by extracts from 
my journal: 

“ May 7th, telegraphed to Nashville, for 
pails, cups, brooms, spoons, lanterns, and 
other hospital stores. 

“ May 9th, sent back stores to Tunnel 
Hill — Mr. H. Tone arrives, and goes with 
the Army of the Tennessee. The same day, 
350 wounded men were placed in the hos- 
pitals at Tunnel Hill; a storeroom had 
already been opened there, and milk, beef, 
ale, crackers, oranges, lemons, clothing, 
rags and bandages were ready and freely 
used. 

“ On the 10th, Mr. Croy brought up all 
the stores left at Ringgold, and daring the 
day a list of wounded was taken and sent 
to the Hospital Directory at Louisville.” 

At evening I was informed by Dr. Kil- 
ton. Medical Inspector, U. S. A., and Gen. 
Sherman’s Medical Adviser, that a move- 



ment of the army was being mode, which 
would expose our goods to raids from the 
enemy; that the wounded would bo imme- 
diately sent to Chattanooga, and our goods 
should be sent to Ringgold. Ten wagons 
were procured of the Medical Purveyor, 
and such goods as were not distributed, or 
could not be taken with the army, were 
returned. 

Many goods were distributed, and the 
Agents of the Christian Commission joined 
us in the work. We gave to wounded men 
goods marked, ” Cincinnati Branch U. S. 
Sau Com.;” “Boston Branch,” “Pitts- 
burg San. Com. ;” “ Soldiers’ Aid Society 
of Northern Ohio,” “ Chicago,” or “ West- 
ern Branch,” etc. 

The freewill offerings of the people from 
all parts of the country, were thus brought 
together, and given in the most Catholio 
manner, even as they have given their 
sons. , 

On the 11th, Government stores, sanitary 
stores, and the wounded, were all sent to 
the rear. 

As we were greatly distressed lest a bat- 
tle should occur, and we should not bo fully 
supplied with stores, on the 12th instant I 
sent yon the following telegram: “In case 
of a battle wo have barely sufficient stores 
at the front for two or throe days. There 
are none at Chattanooga. The wounded 
have been sent there, and we cannot aid 
them further. Are there sufficient stores on 
the way ? The articles wanted are milk, 
beef, spirits, tea, sugar, oranges, lemons, 
farina and ale. They are most wanted in 
the order mentioned.” 

Most of the agents wont to the right with 
the army. I remained with that portion left 
in front of Buzzard's Roost Gap, where every 
day some were killed or wounded, until the 
13th, when our army had loft Snake Gap, 
and the rebels left their strong position in 
front of us. At 10 o'clock of that day, I 
engaged a storeroom in Dalton, and sent 
bock for stores. The stores engag d con- 
tained some private goods, including several 
boxes of tobacco. This, with other stores, 
was taken a few hours later by our soldiers, 
and the goods appropriated. For some 
time it was passed by. I had thrown open 
the doors, put np a small sign, that it was 
taken by the Sanitary Commission — and 
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itonding in the door as the soldiers would 
attempt to rush in, it was sufficient to say, 
“This is a Sanitary Commission Store- 
room,” and they passed, notwithstanding 
the crowd became every moment more ex- 
cited and more dense. However, an en- 
trance was effected at a back door, that I 
could not guard, and the goods were taken. 
Alter this was done,I made arrangements for 
patting the room in order — telegraphed to 
Ringgold fur stores, and then returned with 
the Rev. J. C. Hoblit to that portion of 
our army which had made the flank move- 
ment, and passed Snake Qap. 

As we came within hearing, we found 
that a battle was in progress. We hasten- 
ed on, found the hospitals of the different 
divisions along the line of battle; secured 
teams to go to Dalton for goods, and re- 
turned with them; found our goods already 
arrived, and loaded ^ix teams that night, 
which started back without delay. At this 
time, I had the pleasure of meeting with the 
Rev. Geo. B. Bacon, of Orange, N. J. ; Rev. 
John Milton Holmes, Pastor of the First 
Congregational Church of Jersey City; Rev. 
Dr. J. P. Thompson, of New York City, 
and Rev. Dr. J. W. Buddington, of Brook- 
lyn. The two last mentioned gentlemen 
were agents of the Christian Commission, 
and came with kind feelings to all who 
were laboring for the soldiers. They were fa- 
tigued, as they had ridden the two previous 
nights in box-cars, but decided to go on 
with our goods the same night. We could 
give them no better conveyance, and they 
rode in army wagons with Dr. Hazen, Mr. 
Brandreth, Mr. Pocock, and Mr. Murray, 
Agents of the Commission. They started 
at halt-past ten. 

Not knowing whether there was commu- 
nication between Ringgold and the army 
by the way of Snake Gap, I telegraphed 
the agents there to ascertain, and if there 
was none, to transfer the goods to Dalton. 

Having made the arrangements, Mr. Hob- 
lit and myself slept until 4 o’clock the next 
morning, when I mode a cup of coffee, 
while he fed the horses, and we started in 
season to reach Wood's Division Hospital 
at 7 o'clock. One load of stores was un- 
loaded there, and Pocock left in charge of 
them, and to collect a list of the wounded; 
before 8 o'clock another load was left with 
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Stanley’s Division, in charge of Murray, 
and about the same time two loads reached 
the two divisions of the 23d Corps, which 
had been in the battle, in charge of Mr. 
Brandreth, while Dr. Hosen took two loads 
to Morton’s Division, holding one load in 
reserve. The fighting continued all day, 
and the stores were ready when most wont- 
ed. Drs. Thompson and Buddington re- 
mained with the 23d Army Corps, where 
we joined them abont the time of their 
arrival. Here many wounded were lying 
on the ground, outside of the tents, their 
wounds still undressed, althongh all were 
at work. At the same time, the wounded 
continued to arrive. 1 introduced my 
friends to Surgeon Hewitt, Medical Direc- 
tor of the Department, and also in charge 
of these hospitals. They placed themselves 
under his direction, and he seeing that they 
were much fatigued, advised them to sleep 
a few hours, which they did under a friend- 
ly shade tree. 

Leaving these two hospitals thus pro- 
vided, I passed on to others, but not before 
I saw many oranges and lemons in the 
lAnds of the wounded and thirsty, as well 
as the more substantial articles of milk, 
beef, crackers, etc. 

This visit of the clergymen just men- 
tioned, was just in time to be of much good 
to the wounded, and it was very pleasant 
and did much to encourage and strengthen 
ns. It was good to have the sympathy of 
good and wise men, to be assured by them 
that they fully approved our phin of work. 
They saw at a glance the great benefit of 
working under the direction of the Sur- 
geons; they felt as they said, more at 
home — avoided confusion by interference 
with others, and were enabled to accom- 
plish much more than they could by an in- 
dependent effort. 

This day I visited twelve hospitals of 
divisions on the field, saw that the six loads 
brought reached their destination, and 
made necessary arrangements with my as- 
sociates to collect and forward lists of the 
woimdod. But the work was not yet done. 
Just at night, there was severe fighting by 
the 20th Army Corps, in which they had 
over twelve hundred wounded in two divi- 
visions, and a less number in another divi- 
sion. I secured three .teams to go to Dal- 
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ton that night (or stores; brought np those 
held in reserve on the field, and obtained 
volunteer help from the 1st Division Hos- 
pital of the 4th Corps, to aid in feeding 
the wounded. So well ■was the hospital 
supplied with help, that this was scarcely 
needed, and by ton o'clock they were all well 
fed, the work being greatly facilitated, or 
oven made possible, by the supply of extract 
of beef and condensed milk on the field. 
By ten o’clock in the morning of the next 
day, complete lists of the wounded were on 
the way to Louisville. The same day the 
three wagons sent to Dalton returned, 
loaded with valuable supplies, sufficient to 
last until the hospitals were moved to the 
railroad at Besaca. The enemy left our 
front the same day, and leaving my associ- 
ates with these hospitals, I rode to Besaca, 
and the same day to Dalton, that I might 
hasten forward stores to Besaca, where the 
next hospitals were to be established. Here 
the wounded were brought from Division 
Hospitals and placed in General Hospital, 
previous to being sent back to Chattanoo- 
ga on the cars. 

At Dalton, I found it necessary to go 
back to Chattanooga, after leaving direc- 
tions to send forward all the stores, reserv- 
ing only sufficient to feed those sent back. 

On the 18th, the hospitals were estab- 
lished in Botaca, and Dr. Hazen telegraph- 
ed me that stores were very much wanted, 
that the men were starving. For two or 
throe days there was a deficiency of stores, 
as it was found impossible to obtain a suffi- 
ciency of transportation, but after that the 
Surgeons in charge assured me they had 
all they wanted. 

While in Chattanooga, I visited the Hos- 
pital Garden, found that it had suffered 
from frost, drought and hail, the frost kill- 
ing several thousand tomato plants the 
night after they were planted from the hot- 
bed. The drought has checked the growth 
of many early vegetables, and the day pre- 
vious there had been a severe rain with 
hail, which was so violent as to wash a 
large part of the onion sets out of the 
ground, and apparently to cut the tender 
vegetables all to pieces. The gardener 
was very much discouraged, but the rain 
was just what was needed, and I saw at a 
glance that the vegetables would recover 



from the effects of the hail, and there were 
snfficient tomato plants to replace those 
that were killed by frost. 

So, I assured him while ho was fretting 
as badly os a mother over a sick babe, that 
in two weeks he would (eel as well as that 
mother would on her babe’s recovery — 
that the rain would more than compensate 
for the damage done by the hail ; that the 
only evil was to make more work, and to 
check the issues for a few days, and then 
the garden would be better than before. 

On the 19th, in company with two of our 
agents, Mr. Crary and Mr. Barrett, I re- 
turned to the front, but left Bev. Mr. Bacon 
and Dr. Seymour, sick at Chattanooga 
Soon after a storeroom was fitted in Besaca; 
then Kingston was taken, and a depot taken 
and filled there. At this place, the army 
was ordered to take twenty days’ rations, 
and leave the railroad. Before starting, 
each division was notified that they conld 
be famished with a load of stores to take 
with them. Many sent teams, and they 
were loaded. Where this amount of trans- 
portation could not be furnished, a team 
was obtained for the Corps, thus taking a 
load which was to bo divided with its Divi- 
sion Hospitals. Gen. Howard, being very 
short of transportation, gave one of his 
headquarter teams to take goods for the 4th 
Corps. 

Many of the goods taken at this time 
were furnished by the Western Sanitary 
Commission. Such goods as could not be 
taken and were not distributed, were sent 
back to Besaca (or safety, as Kingston was 
to be left liable to raids. From this place 
Dr. Webster started with the 20th Army 
Corps; Bev. Mr. Fairchild, with the 14th; 
Mr. Brandreth, with the 23d; Bev. J. C. 
Hoblit, with the 4th, and Mr. Pocock with 
the 16th. We left to take the fortunes of 
the army, not knowing when we could 
again communicate with the rear. 

The first night after leaving. Dr. Webster 
was taken sick, and not deeming it prudent 
to go on, the next morning he returned. 
The same morning, under a covered bridge 
over the Etowah Biver, was found a wound- 
ed soldier. We learned, by letters in his 
pocket, that his name was Chas. E. Etcler, 
Company E., 16th Ohio, and that his wife 
lived in Mount Pleasant, Jefferson County, 
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Ohio. Ammgements were made to notify 
her, and to aend a lock of hU hair, which 
was cut off and washed from his blood. I 
left him in the care of a good man of the 
Christian Commission, who was fanning 
him, giving him occasionally a little brandy 
and water, and making efforts to ronse him, 
bnt he died withont making an intelligent 
sign. 

W e rode on, and reached Raccoon Creek 
at night, but conld not find shelter, and 
were separated from onr wagons, begged a 
cup of coffee from our soldiers, and ate onr 
hard bread for supper. A severe thunder 
storm came np, and we took shelter under 
one of the wagons which hod been parked 
on the bottom near the creek, after having 
sought in vain, by the light of the “ storm 
fire,” for something better. After staying 
there a part of the night, and until the 
storm passed over, I was invited into the 
tent of Lieutenant Ayres, of the Sixth Ohio 
Battery. 

The next day in the afternoon commenced 
that series of battles near Dallas, which 
were continued with greater or loss severity 
until the 5th of Juno — ten days. The hos- 
pitals were located south of Pumpkinvine 
Creek, on or near the Marietta Road. At 
the commencement, they were well sup- 
plied with the stores they brought from 
Kingston, as well os with fresh beef, but sub- 
sequently the great number of the wounded 
exhausted the stores, and teams were ob- 
tained and sent back for more supplies. 
This was repeated sufficiently often to sup- 
ply all the most urgent wants. In these 
woods were located the hospitals of the 
20th, 23d, 14tb and 4th Army Corps; and 
a little later those of the Army of the Ten- 
nes-see, oven brought from the extreme 
right to the left, and located with them. 
The soldiers had been at all times well sup- 
plied with rations, except fresh vegetables, 
bnt during this time the horses were re- 
duced to four pounds of groin a day, and 
for three days many of them had none, and 
could obtain but very little grass. From 
these woo<ls, the wounded of the 20tb Army 
Corjis were sent back to Kingston in am- 
bulances and army wagons. They suffered 
dreadfully by the movement, several of 
them dying by the way. Although several 
of the worst cases were sent to the First 



Division Fourth Army Corps’ Hospital to 
remain — men were sent with compound 
fractures, recent amputations, gunshot 
wounds through the body — over twenty 
miles or more of rough road — and when 
they reached Kingston there was inade- 
quate hospital accommodations for them, 
and for a time many of them had no beds 
but the ground, and no shelter. 

It is but just to Dr. Kilton, to say that 
he disapproved of this, and assured me it 
was done withont orders from headquar- 
ters, and that he thought it would have 
been better if they had fallen into the 
hands of the enemy. The officers of the 
Corps and the wounded men both thought 
differently. It is difficult to say which were 
right. In such a campaign where changes 
are unavoidable, there must be much suf- 
fering. During these ten days before we 
reached the railroad at Acworth,. we dis- 
tributed not less than twenty-four large 
army loads of sanitary stores, along the 
line of battle. Estimate who can the worth 
of these at such a time. 

Early on the morning of the 27th, there 
was more than the usual sound of battle, 
and the Surgeons had been notified the 
night previous to make additional prepara- 
tions for more wounded. While this is 
being done, stragglers come back from the 
front, some sick, others shirking duty in 
the hour of danger, leaving their compa- 
nions to stand or fall alone; some pleading 
a lame bock, others lame arms from bod 
vaccine pnstulcs, some sore feet, others had 
been ailing for several days, and hod “ gin- 
rot," could not march, but had marched 
back more than a mile — could have found 
the enemy by going forward half that dis- 
tance. These were examined by a Surgeon 
appointed for that purpose, and the shirk- 
ers sent back under guard. 

As the battle progresses, the wounded 
arc more rapidly brought in; and I saw on* 
placed upon the tables, chloroform admin- 
istered, his arm examined, and amputated. 
As he comes to himself, he says, “yon had 
to take it off, doctor; I did nut feel it, but 
every one likes to have his arm, if he can.” 
His tom and bloody shirt is taken off, and 
a clean one from the Co mmi ssion stores 
takes its place. 

They are soon brought in faster than 
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their voands can be dressed, the ground 
for some distance around the tables being 
covered. Most of them are cheerful, now 
and then I hear a stifled groan. I notice 
one with face and hands black with powder 
and dust, lying upon his back, resting par- 
tially upon his elbows, his hands uplifted, 
slowly approach each other, and then os 
slowly separate — his face is calm, and his 
lips move slowly as if in prayer; no groan 
escapes him, although his wound was fright- 
ful. Is it for himself, victory for his com- 
rades, or some dear friend at home, that he 
prays ? So great is the number of wound- 
ed, that Mr. Pocock goes back to Kingston 
for more stores. In the meantime I send 
a telegram to Chattanooga, to be repeated, 
if deemed necessary, to Louisville, urging 
the necessity of keeping up our supplies; 
that we want at least sixteen hundred 
pounds of milk and beef at the terminus of 
the railroad all of the time. This will not 
give to each hospital more than one box a 
day for four days. 

Daring the ten days of fighting there 
were frequent changes of the hospitals 
mode necessary, as the army took diflerent 
positions. As soon as wo ha<l possession 
of Acworth the wounded were moved there, 
to await the opening of railroad and trans- 
portation to prominent hospitals. This 
movement again caused much suflering. 

We opened a storeroom in Acworth, 
but before goods were brought by mil, 
seveml loads were brought from Kingston 
by teams. Our goods had sometime pre- 
viously been brought bock to that place. 
Within a few days, the army again ad- 
vanced, and every thing connected with the 
hospital was moved with it, except tents, 
barely sufficient to cover the wounded, a 
few Surgeons and nurses, and a very little 
hospital furniture. Those who remained 
were left very destitute, were overworked, 
and had very little to work with. At no 
time was help from the Commission more 
needed, or more freely and liberally given. 
This help may be forgotten, but it was ap- 
preciated at the time. From the storeroom 
at Acworth, not only the hospitals there 
but at Altona, and those with the army 
during the long series of battles at Eeneeaw 
and Lost Mountain, were supplied. For a 
time the Western and Sanitary Commis- 



sions put their goods in the same room, 
and they were issued as common stock, but 
subsequently they removed to Big Shanty, 
and to avoid duplicating our issues, they 
gave mostly to the Army of the Tennessee, 
while we distributed alike to the rear, and 
to those of the Army of the Cumberland 
and of the Ohio in the field. 

On the Bith of June, the number of 
wouuded in the field and at Acworth and 
Altoona, was two thousand three hundred 
and seventy-nine; of these six hundred 
and forty-nine only were wounded, all 
others had been sent to the rear. This 
was the condition of the hospitals just be- 
fore the fighting before Marietta and Keuo- 
saw Mountain, which continued from June 
nth to the 27th, without interruption. 
Almost daily the troops took somo new 
positions, and the hospitals were moved to 
accommodate them, and every day each 
hospital was visited by our agents, lists of 
casualties token, and as stores were wanted, 
teams were obtained and sent to Acworth 
for them. Subsequently the advance of 
the right wing made it necessary to open 
a store room at Big Shanty. A room was 
obtained, cars loaded, but the evacuation 
of Kenesaw by the rebels enabled us to 
take them to Marietta. 

Thus again, daring sixteen days more of 
fighting, day and night, including that ter- 
rible assault on the works of the enemy, 
were our goods placed in the hands of 
Surgeons, or distributed to individuals by 
our agents, along the line of battle, and 
frequently under heavy fire. The Surgeons 
construed an order of Oen. Sherman’s to 
require them to place their hospitals much 
nearer to the line of battle, although pre- 
viously one man had been wounded while 
in hospital, and the whistle of mini6 balls 
was not uncommon, yet, during these days 
here they were placed. While Mr. Hoblit 
was copying lists of wounded, a ball passed 
through the tent close by his side. One of 
the hospitals of the 20th Corps was broken 
up in confusion — so thick did shot and 
shell fall among them. There was constant 
rain,and the roads were almost impassable, 
thus increasing the difficulties of transpor- 
tation, but by the constant efforts of the 
agents with the different divisions, goods 
were brought forward, and the wounded 
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were thas from da^ to day supplied at 
a time when only the army ration could be 
otherwise obtained. There they were most 
wanted, and most gratefully received. 

The strong expressions of thankfulness 
at the unexpected gift of a drink of water, 
a lemon or orange, a dish of soup, a cup of 
colTee, or a clean shirt, a pair of drawers, a 
blanket or a pillow, would seem to dispar- 
age the work done by the Government, 
which, after all, is the soldiers' best friend, 
and his chief support. Compareil with 
what ho receives from this source, all is but 
a trifle. 

Each division of the army has a large num- 
ber of teams devoted exclusively to hauling 
hospital tents and hospital stores, besides 
which there is a reserve train of over forty 
wagons for the Army of the Cumber- 
land. Those with the divisions accompany 
the troops, and move up to the places 
selected for hospitals. This is usually 
so near the line of battle, that the wound- 
ed may be carried but a little distance, and 
get out of reach of shot and shell, that 
they may not be disturbed, and the Sur- 
geons and nurses may work without dan- 
ger. It must be near water, os that is in- 
dispensable. 

Suitable ground having been selected, 
men are detailed to make the neceasory 
preparationa They have usually been 
established in dense woods, and one set 
begin to cut up by the roots the dense un- 
derbrush, others make brooms of the 
twigs, sweep and level the ground, and re- 
move the stones; another set pitch the 
tents, or build arbors when there is not 
likely to be sufficient canvas to cover the 
wounded; others make bunks of poles to 
make the beds; another set pick the green 
leaves of the oak, the chesnut, or the pine, 
to All the I>ed ticks, or, if the ticks are not 
to bo had, the leaves are placed on the 
poles, or on the ground. In front of the 
tent large piles of leaves are laid, upon 
which the wounded are to l>e laid to bo ei- 
amine<l and dressed. There ore three piles 
for each Division Hospital, corresponding 
to the Urigodes, and before them are three 
strong tables— provided with a pillow, and 
covered with a rubber cloth— “the ope- 
rating tables." Tents for cooking must be 
put up, sacks must be dry — and while all 



are busy, and before the work is half done, 
the wounded may sometimes be brought 
in. They either walk back as they are 
able, or are sent back in ambulances. If 
the battle is severe, the leaves prepared 
are soon covered, and hundreds are laid 
upon the ground around the tents, os was 
done at Resaca, where not leas than twelve 
hundred were brought to two hospitals in 
a few hours. 

Among the sufferers, most ore quiet; 
some are crying from pain ; some calling for 
water, and some for a blanket to cover 
them; others for the Surgeon; and amidst 
all this comes the Agent of the Sanitary 
Commission, with loads of milk, beef, 
crackers, spirits, tea, blankets, pillows, 
bandagt^s, and perhaps a few boxes of lem- 
ons and oranges. 

With the beef, soup can be made at once. 
Coffee is mode rich with the milk, or milk 
punch ; and many among this number, will 
be found to bo cold, shivering, thirsty, life 
failing from the first shock of injury; but, 
by the administration of these timely stim- 
xilants they revive. A lemon or orange is 
given, and with eagerness is pressed to 
their thirsty lips, and they thank God for 
the Sanitary Commission, and regard it as 
home following them to battle and to death. 
They do this justly, and it is good to be the 
dispenser of such help at such a time. 

Over three hundred of such hospitals as 
I have attempted to describe, have been 
put up during this campaign, so long has 
been the lino of march, and so frequent the 
change of position, and every one of these 
has been visited by the agents of the Com- 
mission with stores, and to obtain lists, 
and to learn the condition of the wounded. 

But what has the Government done ? 
Let the tents erected, beds prepared, med- 
icines and food furnished, ambulances 
which have brought them in from the field, 
nurses who wait upon them — Surgeons who 
work day and night until all arc dressed — 
answer. And it is no wonder that the faith- 
ful Surgeons who have done, or su]>erin- 
tended the doing of all this, and continue 
to do it from day to day, are just a little 
disturbed, when their work seems to be 
less appreciated than ours. 

But it seldom disturbs them, and they 
regard ns as their best friends. 
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From the storeroom established iu Mari- 
etta, each division was again furnished 
with a load of stores, previous to crossing 
the Chattahoochie; and large supplies were 
distributed to the hospitals in town. 

The wounded have been well cared for, 
considering the frequent changes, and the 
great distance from permanent hospitals. 
True, there has been great suffering during 
transportation, both in ambulances, army 
wngons and railroad cars. Some have been 
sent without suitable food or drink, and 
sometimes a Surgeon has been sent in 
charge, who was selected for duty, simply 
because ‘ ‘ he was of no use here, and could 
be as well spared as not. ” But such ap- 
pointments have been few, as there arc but 
few such Surgeons to be found. As to the 
lack of food and drink on the cars, the 
cause, on inquiry, has never been found to 
have been from want of interest in the 
comfort of the men. I will cite an instance: 
As the wounded were sent from one of the 
divisions of the Fourth Army Corps, at Big 
Shanty, an order was given by tlic Medical 
Director to send rations. It was found that 
there were none in camp, but the teams 
were starting to obtain them. Then an 
order was given to supply the n-en before 
they took the cars; but it was not done — 
why, I do not know. Perhaps the teams 
could not meet in time. The Surgeon had 
given the necessary order, and, perhaps, 
even now believes it was obeyed. At no 
time have the wounded been os promptly 
brought from the field to the hospitals. 
From this I judge that the ambulance or- 
ganization is a success. 

To the men sent, as these were, the aid 
of the Commission is inestimable. At the 
feeding stations established at Kingston, 
Desoca, and Dalton, over seventeen thou- 
sand meals were furnished up to the first 
of July, consisting of beef-soup, milk 
punch, soft bread or crackers, and boiled 
ham. Mr. E. J. Eno, State Agent from 
Illinois, also an agent of the Commission, 
has had the superintendence. He and his 
agents have been aided by agents of the 
Christian Commission. I left Rev. J. C. 
Hoblit, Messrs. Eno, Mason, and Brand- 
reth with the troops in the field, assisted 
for a time by the Rev. Mr. Wolcott, of 
Cleveland, Ohio; Messrs. Van Dike, John- 



son and Sntliffe, in charge of the feeding 
stations. 

From the Hospital Garden in Chattan- 
ooga as many as six thousand bushels of 
vegetables have been issued. The one in 
Murfreesboro’ was famishing more than 
could be used in the hospitals in that 
place, and they ask for a large number of 
cans to put up tomatoes. 

From Chattanooga to Knshville trans- 
portation has been much better than be- 
fore; a feeding station has, however, been 
established on this line at Dechard, in 
charge of Dr. H illm an. I should not omit 
to state that these stations have been es- 
tablished by re<tuest of the Medical Direc- 
tor of the Department, and rations have 
been furnished by Government. I have 
failed to receive a full account of the 
amount of stores issued daring the cam- 
paign, but it has been large, and in many 
cases has been li/e to the wounded. 

Scurvy is largely on the increase, com- 
pared with the commencement of the cam- 
paign. Perhaps it is not increasing as 
much now, as a few vegetables have been 
gathered by the troops. As the campaign 
continues vegetables will be more wanted, 
and I would earnestly ask that an effort be 
made to furnish a few rations of onions to 
the troops in the field. Surely they are 
more needed here than in the Army of the 
Potomac, where so many have been sent, 
inasmuch as they have been much longer 
deprived of them. Those for whom I ask 
this favor have endured hardships as good 
soldiers. They have for nearly three 
months worked and fought day and night, 
without rest. They have driven back a 
stubborn enemy over 100 miles, while the 
ground was contested inch by inch. They 
have taken seventeen lines of fortifications, 
and as strong natural positions as any in 
the world. They have made over 160 miles 
of fortifications, and the work is not yet 
done. They ore cheerful, in good spirits, 
strong in faith, both of the justice of their 
cause and their ability to conquer. They 
continue to need our help. 

We have other interesting reports from 
the Western Department, but ore obliged 
to postpone their publication until the 
succeeding number. ^ 
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PRISON AT ANDERSONVILLE, GA. 

CAMF SrMTBll. 

The following statement was drawn up 
for the Commission and sworn to by tlie 
parties signing it. They were excliaiiged 
on the 16th of August, and with three oth- 
ers were appointed by their companions in 
prison as a deputation to see President 
Lincoln in their behalf. 

I am a private in 82d N. Y. Regiment of 
Volunteers, Co. G. Was captured with 
abont 800 Federal troops, in front of Pe- 
tersburg, on the 22d of June, 1864. Wo 
were kept at Petersburg two days, at Rich- 
mond, on Bello Isle, three days, tiien eon- 
veyed by rail to Lynchburg. Marched 75 
mUea to Danville, thence by rail to Ander- 
sonville, Oa. At Petersburg we were treat- 
ed fairly, being under the guard of old sol- 
diers of an Alabama Regiment; at Rich- 
mond we came under the autliorily of the 
notorions and inhuman Major Turner, and 
the equally notorious Home Guard. Our 
ration was a pint of beans, 4 oz. of bread, 
and 3 oz. of meat a day. Another batch of 
risoners joining us, wo left Richmond 
,600 strong. All blankets, havcrsa<'ks, 
canteens, money, valuables of every kind, 
extra clothing, and in some cases the bust 
shirt and drawers had been previously ta- 
ken from us. At Lynchburg we were 
placed under the Home Guard, officered by 
Major and Capt. Moffett. The march to 
Danville was a weary and painful one of 
five days, nnder a torrid sun, many of us 
falling helpless by the way, and soon filling 
the empty wagons of our train. On the 
first day we received a little meat, but the 
sum of our rations for the five days was 13 
crackers. During the six days by rail to 
Andersonville, meat was given us twice, and 
the daily ration was four crackers. 

On entering the Stockade Prison, wo 
found it crowded with 28,000 of our fellow 
soldiers. By croisded, 1 mean that it was 
difficult to move in any direction without 
jostling and being jostled. This prison is 
an open space, sloping on both sides, 
originally 17 acres, now 25 acres, in the 
sha^ of a parallelogram, without trees 
or shelter of any kind. The soil is sand 
over a bottom of clay. The fence is 
made of upright trunks of tree.s, about 
20 feet high, near the top of which are 
small platforms, where the Guards are sta- 
tioned. Twenty feet inside and jwrallcl 
to the fence is a light railing, forming the 
“dead line,” beyond which the, projection 
of a foot or finger is sure to bring the dead- 
ly bullet of the sentinel. Through the 
grounds, at nearly right angles with the 
longer sides, runs or rather creeps a stream 
through^ artificial channel, varying from 
five to six feet in width, the water about 



ankle deep, and near the middle of the en- 
closure, spreading out into a swamp of 
about six acres, filled with refuse wood, 
stumps, and debris of the camp. Before 
entering this enclosure the stream, or more 
}>ro|>erly sewer, passes through the camp 
of the Guards, receiving from this source 
and others farther up a large amount of the 
vilest material, even the contents of the sink. 
The water is of a dark color, and an ordi- 
nary glass wonld collect a thick sediment. 
This was our only drinking and cooking 
water. It was our custom to filter it as best 
we could, through our remnants of haver- 
sacks, shirts and blouses. Wells had been 
dug, but the water either proved so produc- 
tive of diarrhea, or so limited in quantity, 
that they were of no general use. The cook 
hoiisc was situated on the stream just out- 
side the stockade, and its refuse of decay- 
ing offal was thrown into the water, a greasy 
coating covering mnch of the surface. To 
these was added the daily large amount of 
base matter from the camp itself. There 
was a system of policing, but the means 
were so limited, and so large a number of the 
men was rendered irresolute and depressed 
by imprisonment, that the work was very 
imperfectly done. One side of the swamp 
was naturally used ns a sink, the men usu- 
ally going out some distance into the water. 
Under tlie summer sun this place early 
became corruption too vile for description, 
the men breeding disgusting life, so that 
the surface of the water moved as with a 
gentle breeze. 

The new-comers on reaching this wonld 
exclaim, “ is this hell yet they soon would 
become callous, and enter unmoved the 
horrible rottenness. The rebel nnthoritiea 
never removed any filth. There was sel- 
dom any visitation by the officers in 
charge. Two surgeons were at one time 
sent by President Davis to inspect tho 
eamx), but a walk through a small section 
gave them all the information they desired, 
and we never saw them again. 

The Guards usually numbered abont 64; 
8 at each end, and 24 on a aide. On the 
outside within 300 yards, were fortifications, 
on high ground overlooking and perfectly 
commaiiiling us, mounting 24 12 1b. Napo- 
leon Parroti We were never permitted to 
go outside, exceiit at times, in small squads, 
to gather our fire wood. During tho build- 
ing of the cook-house, a few, who were car- 
penters, were ordered out to assist. 

Our only shelter from the sun and rain 
and night dews, was what we could make 
by stretching over us our coats or scraps of 
blankets, which a few had, but generaUy 
there was no attempt by day or night to 
protect ourselves. 

The rations consisted of 8 oz. com bread, 
(the cob being ground with the kernel,) and 
generally sour, 2 oz. of condemned pork, 
offensive in appearance and smelL Occa- 
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Bioually, alK>ut twice a week, two table 
spoonfuls of rice, and in place of the pork 
the Hunie amount (2 table 8}XK>nfuls) of mo- 
lanses was given us about twice a month.* 
This ration was brought iuto camp ut 4 
o’clock, P. M., and thrown from the wagons 
• to the ground, the men being arranged indi- 
visions of 270 subdivided into squads of nine- 
ties and thirties. It was the custom to cou> 
sumo the wliole ration at once, rather than 
save any for the next day. The distribu- 
tion being often unequal, 8<>me would 
lose the nvtious altogether. We were al- 
lowed no dish or cooking utensil of any 
kind. On opening the camp in the winter, 
the first 2,0(K) prisoners were allowed skil- 
lets, one to 50 men, but these were soon 
tjiken away. To the best of niy knowiodge, 
information and bidxef, our ration was in | 
quality a starving one, it being either too 
foul to be touched or too raw to be digested. 

The cook-house went into operation 
about May lOtli, prior to which wo cook- 
etl our own rations. It did not prove 
at all adeipiute to the work, (30,<.MX) is a 
largo town,) so that a larg<^ proportion 
were still obliged to pnq>are their own 
food. In addition to the utt<*r inability of 
many to do this, through debility and sick- 
ness, we never hud a supply of wood. I 
have often seen men with a little bag of 
meal in hand, gathered from several ra- 
tions, starving to death for want of wood, 
and in ilesjHTution would mix the raw' ma- 
terial with w'uter and try to eat it. 

The clothing of the men was miserable | 
in the extreme. V’ery few had shoes of any I 
kind, not 2,000 had coats and pants, and 
those were the lab* comers. More than 
one half w<Te indecently exposed, and many | 
were naked. | 

The usual punishment wa.s to place the i 
men in the stocks, outside, near the Cap- \ 
tain’s quarters. If a man wjis missing ' 
at roll'call, the 84iuad of 90 to which he be- 
longtd was deprived of the ration. The 
**(ha<l line” bullet, already referred to, ' 
Bpareil no offender. One poor fellow, just 
from Sherman’s Army, his name was Kob- 
ert-s, wtis trying to wa*sh his face near the ' 
“dead line** railing, when he slipped on 
the clay€*y bottom, and fell with his head i 
just onUide the fatal border. We shoubnl ! 
to him, but it was too late — “ another guard | 
would have a furlough,’* the men said. It i 
was a common belief among our men, aris- 
ing from statements made by the guard, 
that Gen. Winder, in command, issued an 

*Our rrffuUr Army Ration in: 

lb. Pork or 1 \ lb. Krr«h Be«f. 

18 0 &. Uard Bros^ or 20 oz. Soft BrQsd or Flour. 

1>10 lb. Coffoo. 

14 lb. 

1-10 lb. Rico, or 

1-10 n». Boom or Hominy. 

VegeUblez— Froth or 
Deraictted. 

MoUfltet. 

Vinegw. 




onler that any one of the guard who ahonid 
shoot a Yankee outaide of thff “dead 
line” should have a month's furlough, 
Imt there probably was no truth in this. 
About two a day were thus shot, some 
being cases of suicide, l)rought on by 
mental depression or physical misery, the 
poor fellows throwing themselves, or madly 
rushing outside the “line.” 

Tlio mental condition of a large portion of 
the men was melancholy, beginning in dea- 
]H>ndency and tending to a kind of stolid 
anil idiotic indifference. Many spent much 
time in arousing and encouraging their fel- 
lf)ws, but hundreds were lying about mo- 
timdess, or stalking vacantly to and fro, 
(piite beyond any help which could be giv- 
en them within their prison walls. These 
eases were frcipient among those who had 
been imprisoned but a short time. There 
were those who wore capturcil at the 
first Bull llun, July, 1861, and had known 
Ib'lle Isle from the first, yet had preserved 
their physical and mental health to a won- 
derful degree. Many were wise and re.so- 
lute enough to keep themselves occupieil— 
some in cutting bone and wood ornaments, 
making their knives out of iron hoo)>s — 
others in manufacturing ink out of the 
rust from the.se same hoops, and with rude 
pens sketching or imitating bank notes or 
any samiilo that would involve long and 
I)atient execution. 

Iietters from home very seldom reached 
ns, ami few had any means of writing. In 
the early anramcr a large hateh of letters, 
.I, (MM) wo were told, arrived, having been 
aeeiiimilating somewhere for many months. 
These wore brought into camp by an offi- 
cer, under orders to collect 10 cents on 
each— of course most were returned, and 
we heard no more of them. One of my 
cmipanions saw among them three from 
his parents, but ho was unable to pay the 
charge. According to tho rules of tVans- 
mission of letters over the lines, these let- 
ters must have sircady paid 10 cents each 
to tho llebcl Ooverument. 

As far as wo saw Gen. Winder and Capt. 
Wii tz, the former was kind and consider- 
ate in his manners, the latter harsh, though 
not without kindly feeling. 

It is a melancholy and mortifying fact, 
that some of our trials come from our own 
men. At Bello Isle and Andersonville 
tiiei-o WU.S among us a gang of desperate 
men, re.idy to prey on their fellows. Xot 
only thefts and robberies, bnt even murders 
were committed. Affairs became so seri- 
ous at Camp Sumter that an appeal was 
mode to Gen. Winder, who authorized an 
arre.st and trial by a criminal court. 
Eighty-six were arrested, and six were hang, 
beside others who were severely punished. 
These proceedings effected a marked change 
for the better. 

Some few weeks before being released I 
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was ordered to act as a clerk in the Hospital. 
This consists simply of a few scattered 
trees and fly tents, and is in charge of Dr. 
WTiite, an excellent and considerate man, 
with very limited means, but doing all in 
his power for his patients. He has 25 
assistants, besides those detailed to exam- 
ine for admittance to the Hospibil. This 
examination was made in a small stiK^kadu 
attache<l to the main one, to the inside 
door of which the sick came or were 
brought by their comrades, the number 
to be removed being limited. Lately, in 
consideration of the rapidly inerea-siug 
sickness, it was extended to ir>0 daily. 
That this was too small an allowance is 
shown by the fact that the deaths within 
our stockade were from 30 to 40 a day. 
I have seen 150 bodies waiting passage to 
the “dead house,” to be buried with those 
who died in hospital. The average of 
deaths through the earlier months was 30 
a day; at the time I left the average was 
over 130, and one day the record showed 
146. 

The proportion of deaths from stimalion, 
not including those consequent on the discu- 
ses originating in the character and limited 
quantity of food, such os diarrhea, dysen- 
tery, and scurvy, I cannot state, but to the 
best of my knowledge, information and be- 
lief, there were scores every month. We 
could at any time point out many for whom 
such a fate was inevihtble, as they lay or 
feebly walked, mere skeletons, whose ema- 
ciation exceeded the exami)les given in 
Leslie’s Illustrated, for Juno 18, 1864. For 
example, in some cases the inner edges of 
the two bones of the arm, between the el- 
bow and wrist, with the intermediate blood 
vessels, were plainly visible when held to- 
ward the light. The ration in quantity was 
perhaps barely sufficient to sustain life, ami 
the ca-ses of starvation were geucrallj" those 
whose stomachs could not retain what had 
become entirely indigestible. 

For a man to find on waking that his 
comrade by his side was dead, was an oc- 
currence t^ common to be noted. I have 
seen di uth in almost aU the forms of the 
hospital and battle-field, but the daily 
scenes in Camp Sumter exceeded in the 
extremity of misery all my previous expe- 
rience. 

The work of burial is performed by 
our own men, under guard and orders, 
twenty-five bodies being placed in u single 
pit, without head-boards, and the sad duty 
performed with indecent haste. Some- 
times our men were rewarded for this work 
with a few sticks of fire- wood, and I have 
known them to quarrel over a dead body 
for the job. 

Dr. "White is able to give the jmtients a 
diet but little better than the prison ration 
— a little flour porridge, arrow-root, whisky 
and wild or hdg tomatoes. In the way of 



medicine, I saw nothing but camphor, whis- 
ky, and a decoction of some kind of bark, 
white oak, I think. He often expressed 
his regret that he had not more medicinca. 
The limitation of military orders under 
which the surgeon in charge was placed, is 
shown by the following occurrence; A sup- 
posed private, wounded in the thigh, was 
under treatment in the hospital, when it 
was discovered that he was a Major of a 
colored regiment. The Assistant Surgeon, 
under whose immediate charge he was, 
proceeded at once not only to remove him, 
but to kick him out, and he was returned 
to the stockade to shift for himself as well 
08 he could. Dr. "White could not or did 
not attempt to restore him. 

After entering on my duties at the hos- 
itol I was occasionally favored with dou- 
le rations and some wild tomatoes. A few 
of our men succeeded, in spite of the clos- 
est examination of our clothes, in secreting 
some greenbacks, and with these were able 
to buy useful articles at exorbitant prices, 
a tea cup of flour at 61.00; egra $3 to 86 a 
dozen; salt 84 a ]K>und; molasses 830 a 
gallon; nigger beans, a small inferior arti- 
cle, (diet of the slaves and pigs, but 
highly relished by us,) .50 cents a pint. 
These figures, multi]>lied by ten, will 
give very nearly the prices in Confederate 
currency. Though the country abounded 
in pine and oak, sticks were sold to us at 
various prices, according to size. 

Our men, especially the mechanics, were 
tempted with the oflfer of liberty and large 
Wages, to take the oath of allegiance to the 
Confederacy, but it was very rare that their 
patriotism, even under sneh a fiery trial, 
ever gave way. I carry this message from 
j one of my companions to his mother: “ Mv 
I treatment here is killing me. Mother, but I 
die cheerfully for my country.” 

Some attempts were made to escape, but 
wholly in vain, for if the prison walls and 
guards were passed and the protecting 
woods reoched, the blood hounds were sure 
to find us out. 

Tunnelling was once attempted on a 
large scale, hut on the afternoon preceding 
the night fixed on for escape, an* officer 
rode in and announced to us that the plot 
was discovered, and from our huge j)Cu wo 
could see on the hill above us the regi- 
ments just arriving to strengthen the 
guard. We had been betrayed. It was 
our belief that spies wire kept in the camp, 
which could very easily be done. 

The number in camp when I left was 
nearly 35,000, and daily increasing. The 
number in Hospital was about 5,000. I 
was exchauged at Port Royal Ferry August 
16th. 

PnEscorr Tracy, 
»2dKeg'tN. F. Vol. 

City and County of lftu> York, as: H. C. 
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Higginson and S. Noirot boing duly sworn, 
sa^: That the above statement of Vrescott 
Tracy, their fellow prisoner, agrees with 
their own knowledge and experience. 

H. C. HiaoiNSON, 

Co. Ky 19^A lUinoit Vul. 
Bilvsbter \oirot, 

Co. By bth N. J. Vol 



HOMES AND LODGES. 

CAIBO. 

Daring the month of July, 18C4, the number 
admitted was 6,923, from 23 ditferent States; of 
meals furnished, 15,284; of lodgings, 4,374; 
aided in procuring transportation, 1,722. 

KASHT1LLE. 

Mr. Brayton makes the following report of 
the business of the Soldier’s Home from No- 
vember 1, 1863, to July 31, 1864: 

No. of Discharged Soldiers admitted. . . . 1,286 
No. of Furloughed Soldiers and traveling 



under orders admitted 30,661 



Total, from 29 States 31,947 

No. of Meals furnished. 102,942 

'* Lodgings furnished 34,461 

“ Deaths 10 

** for whom Transportation has 

■ been procured 25,638 

** for whom Back Pay has been 

drawn 789 

Amount of Money drawn and paid 
over $120,005 38 



Of the number entertained 5,731 were sick, 
and 2,592 were wounded. There were many 
more going home on sick furlongh, who need- 
ing no particular attention, were not number- 
ed with the sick. Chronic diarrhea has been 
the prevailing complaint Ah soon as practica- 
ble after the arrival of the sick, they arc as- 
signed to beds and carefully attended to. The 
wounded have their wounds dressed, and if 
they desire it, have beds furnished them. Such 
as are able eat at the public table; all others 
take their meals in their rooms. 

All soldiers on arrival report to the clerk, 
who examines their authority for traveling, 
registers their names, and procures them trans- 
portation on their papers, ready for the next 
train, unless there is good reason for stopping 
longer. The sick and wounded are carried 
from the Home to the cars, in ambulances fur- 
nished by the Government. \\'beu a soldier is 
too sick, or bis wound is in a condition that 
renders it unsafe for him to continue bis jour- 
ney, he is taken care of for a few days at the 
Home, or sent to the hospital, as the case may 
retire. 

The deaths that have occurred here, in nearly 
all cases, have been of men who were too weak 
to be removed after arrival. 

We have only 13 rooms, containing 80 beds, 
for the accommodation of travelers, and we 
are sometimes required to entertain 300 men, 
two hundred and twenty of whom occupy the 
floors and piazzas, and sleep on blankets. Most 
soldiers prefer blankets to beds, and the sound- 
ness of weir slumbers gives evidence of their 
comfort. Of course we cannot entertain regi- 



ments in our narrow limits; we therefore con- 
fine ourselves to furloughed and diHcharged 
men, and such as are traveling under orders iti 
small squads. 

The btiHiness of collecting back pay for dis- 
charged soldiers has increased of late. I am 
sorry to say that about one in four of the dis- 
charge papers that come from the front are in- 
correct, This adds greatly to our labor, and 
subjects the soldiers to the hardship of return- 
ing to their commands to have them corrected, 
often a distance of several hundred miles. 

When the soldier is wounded, or too unwell 
to return, we send a messenger, if practicable. 
One has just returned with papers on which 
nothing could be collected when presented; but 
being corrected, wo have drawn for him $181.21, 
and sent the sick man on his way to Louisville 
rejoicing, by the hospital train. Not long since 
we ])crsuadcd an old crippled soldier to go 
back to bis regiment twice with bis papers. 
The first time he reported that bis Colonel 
abused him, and sent him back to Nashville 
without correcting his papers. The second 
time we ^Tole the Colonel a kind explanatory 
letter, and the papers were returned corrected, 
and back pay was drawn amounting to $220.00, 
which raised the soldier’s spirits from a point 
near despair to the full fever heat of joy. On 
one occasion eighteen out of twenty papers 
were sent back in one day. 

Very large numbers of furloughed wounded 
soldiers are passing daily from the Hospitals in 
front to their homes in the North, two-thirds of 
whom are destitute of the most essential arti- 
cles of clothing. No provision is made to sup- 
ply their wants, because they have not their 
descriptive lists. Many have neither hats, 
pants, coats, socks, or shoes. Cotton shirts and 
drawers furnished by the Sanitary Commission 
are all their covering. To such we have given 
during the last month, seven hundred and one 
shirts and drawers, sixty pairs of pants, and 
fitly paiA of shoes. We could have issued 
twice that number, but our stock has been re- 
duced by the unusually heavy draft from the 
front. 

If the Governors of the States could witness 
the condition of their furloughed wounded sol- 
diers as they arrive at the Home, with their 
shirts and drawers saturated with sweat and 
duHt, and rendered offensive with the discharge 
from their w'ouuds, I am sure their influence 
would procure an order for a supply of cloth- 
ing, at least necessary to cover them, and the 
young men of the North who are now being so- 
licited to fill their places around Atlanta, w'ould 
be spared the mortification of seeing their 
brothers and friends hobbling home on crutch- 
es, and being carried on litters indecently 
clothed. The brave fellows do not ask to have 
clothes given them. The Government owes 
them, and though they have lost their garments 
in battle, or had them cut from them by sur- 
geons w'ho dressed their wounds in the field, 
^ey are ready to pay for them. 

Justice alone requires that a Quartermaster 
should be appointed for Nashville, who shall bo 
required to keep open office from morning till 
night, and issue clothing to furloughed sick and 
wounded soldiers. No Toss can accrue to Gov- 
ernment by so doing, as the clothes could be 
charged on their furloughs, and their Captains 
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conld be notified (as in case of having descrip- 
live lists.) of the amount furnished. Kothing 
short of this will do justice to the suffering 
wounded, or the people who send and pay them. 

LOCIS^'lL.LK. 

During the month of July, 1804, 15,929 meals 
and 8,427 lodgings were furnished 

NEW AXAANT, (IND.) 

During the month of July, 1HG4, the number 
entertained was 9C2; of meals funiiBhed, 2,372; 
of lodgings, 762. 

CAMP NKtSON, (KY.) 

During the month of July, 18G4. the number 
of meals furnished was 37,179, and 13,470 lodg- 
ings. 

MEMPHIS. 

During the four weeks ending July 30th, 
1861. the numl>er admitted was 1,392, from 16 
diflVreul States; of meals furnished, 4,176; of 
lodgings, 913; and furnished with transporta- 
tion, 52. 

DETBOr^ 

During the month of June, 1864, the number 
admitted was 682; of meals furnished, 7,414; of 
lodgings, 2,054. 

BABELSBima. 

Extract from a letter of J. Jewitt Parks, dated 
Soldier's Kest, Harrisburg, Pa., Aug. 17, 1864: 

• • • • • 

We liavo our Seddier'a Kest now fully under 
way. Opened it on last Saturday, and since 
that dote, a sjmre of four and a half days, we 
have lodged and otherwise given aid and com- 
fort to (hirty-one soldiers passing through this 
city. The most of our guests come on the 8 
P. M. train from Haltimore, and leave on the 
2.30 A. M. passing West, so that much of the 
night is take D up in attention to them. We try 
to dress their wounds us far as possible, give 
them something to eat, and send them bn their 
way feeling more comfortable. We do not have 
a great many during Die daytime, bol there is 
always a press of businesM on hun<L Some are 
without transportation; others come in to have 
wounds dressed, Ac. The city doctors have 
volunteered their services, and are glad to come 
in. There arc three ladies who are greatly iu- 
terestwl iu the W'elfare of the soldiers, and come 
down to do all they can for us. 

• • • • • 

Have visited all Hospitals in the vicinity, 
some of them several times, and they are now' 
well supplied. There has been a convalescent 
camp opened across the Susquehanna, which 1 
shall visit shortly. 



WISCONSIN SOLDIER'S AID SOCIETY. 

The half-yearly report of the Wisconsin Sol- 
dier’s Aid Society, of July 1st, show's that it has 
been no languid auxiliaiy of the Commission. 
Its gifts to the Army through the Northwestern 
Branch of the Commission exceed $50,000 a 
year. 

Dr. Wolcott, Surgeon-General of Wisconsin, 
writes to the Society theresult of sevoral month's 



observaDon of the working of the Commisdon 
at the front with Gen, Sherman’s Army: 

Believing that doubt still exists in the minds 
of some of our people, not only os to tbe utility 
and necessity of the ^uitary Commission, but 
esjiecially os to whether tbe means so liberally 
contributed, reach their projier destination. 
Having witnessed the workings of the Commis- 
sion through most of its ramificaDons, and on 
a scale sufficiently extensive to speak with con- 
fidence, I avail myself of this favorable oppor- 
tunity to say, that in my opinion no dejmrt- 
ment of the service is managed in a more thor- 
oughly business-like manner, or more perfectly 
meets the designs and objects of its organiza- 
tion. 

If in this I am correct, it needs no argument 
to prove both its uDlity and necessity. If it be 
desirable to aid and comfort men who have laid 
us under obligations so deep, that our utmost 
efforts can never cancel Diem, how, I would ask, 
can We better begin than by furnishing for 
their use, such articles as contribute to both 
comfort and recovery, w'hen confined by wounds 
and sickness in Hospital^ far from friends and 
home. It is through this channel alone, that 
donations can be successfully conveyed to their 
proper destination. 

1 trust therefore, that all who have heretoforo 
given, will feel under renewed obligations to 
continue to give, and those whose tloubts on 
this question have caused them to withhold do- 
nations heretofore, will endeavor by greater zeal 
hereafter, to atone for past neglect of duty. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Camp Bailbt, Aug. 30, 1904. 

To the Sanitaty Commienon: 

Having re-enlisted from Massachusetts, in 
Battery L, 3d U. 8. Artillery, and ap]ireeiating 
as I do the benefits you have conferred njion 
the soldiers since this war commenced, allow 
me, a private soldier, in acknowledgment, to 
contribute my humble mite to your good work. 

Truly yours, 

REriiEN Libby. 

2u Dm«io». an Corps, ) 
.4uy. ls64. i 

1 take great pleasure in testifying my high 
appreciation of the services of the Sanitary 
Commission daring the present Rummer. 

I'be Rupplies furnished not only the sick and 
wounded as heretofore, but the well soldiers, 
also, were most opportune; and the lU>oml 
issues of vegetables, Ac., made by the Sanitary 
Commission to the whole army, I have every 
reason to believe aided materially in preserving 
the health of the men. 

Wishing you continued success in your ines- 
Dmablc labors, 

I am very truly yours, 

John Gibbon, 
Mttjor Gen'l Voli., comd'g Dim. 
To Mr. J. WAimxa Xomreoir, 

Sup. ion. Ctm., PbUa. 
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A TRIP UP THE MISSISSIPPI. 

The manner in which enfeebled men, 
weak from wonnds and diseases, received 
and contracted in the service, after being 
discharged or fnrloughed, have been fur- 
nished transportation from the Department 
of the Oulf to their homes in the North and 
Northwest, have often claimed the atten- 
tion of the Commission. 

Prior to this spring we have only been 
able to contemplate the evil, foreseeing no 
power to remedy it. Of coarse a discharged 
soldier has not the same claim on the Oov- 
emment for protection as when he was in 
the service; but if justice was meted out to 
him before his discharge in the true letter 
and spirit of the regulations, he could, 
with the money received for mileage and 
subsistence, be able to obtain a comfort- 
able passage to his home. Even then it is 
not difficult to conceive that men may be- 
come so enfeebled by disease or disabled by 
wounds, as to be unable to care for them- 
selves, and to require medicines and care- 
ful nursing. Here would be a legitimate 
field of labor for charitable and benevolent 
institutions, supplying an original vacancy, 
and by extending a protecting arm, render 
efficient service to our country’s braves. 
Under existing circumstances we must 
work in unison with officers of the Govern- 
ment, and with all the means we have help 
to do justice to the soldier. 

At this point I wish again to impress you 
with the mag^nitude of the good that has 
been accomplished through our agency in 
this Department, for the benefit of the 
soldier in this one particular. 

The difference between receiving money 
for subsistence and mileage for the whole 
distance to a Northern home, and for only 
a portion of the distance, with an order- on 
the quartermaster for transportation for 
the balance, is better appreciated by the 
soldier than by any one else; it is simply 
the difference between the value of snbsist- 
enoe and mileage for over two thousand 
miles and over two hundred miles. 

The practice prevailed in this Depart- 
ment up to the past spring, of paying the 
soldier mileage and subsistence only from 
New York and Cairo to their homes, in- 
stead of from New Orleans or the place of 
their discharge, and in lien of that an 
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order was given on the quartermaster for 
transportation. That settled his account 
with the Government, and whether maim- 
ed, holt or blind, he must find the quarter- 
master, and if fortunate enough to find him 
in good humor, ascertain, if possible, when 
transportation can be afforded him. He 
may be obliged to wait a week, perhaps 
longer. In the meantime what is to become 
of him? he is not allowed in camp, and is 
shut out of the hospital He is discharged, 
and has no claim on any official save the 
quartermaster for his transportation ticket. 
Subject to the temptations and vices inci- 
dent to a large city, he may squander his 
money and contract habits to be followed 
by a lifetime of woe. 

Our Soldiers’ Home is the only institu- 
tion that can afford him a refuge, and pro- 
bably all would not avail themselves of its 
privileges. 

The manner in which our sick and 
wounded, furloughed and discharged sol- 
diers are shipped home, is too revolting to 
contemplate. A safe shipment of high- 
blooded stallions, cotton, sugar and other 
products of the tropics, seemed to receive 
more attention than any circumstances 
that could conduce to the comfort of, and 
do justice to the soldier. 

The remedy to this evil was accomplish- 
ed by bringing the facts to the notice of 
the Chief Paymaster, who issued an order 
that all Paymasters should pay to tho sol- 
dier subsistence and mileage at current 
rates for the whole distance between New 
Orleans and the place of master. 

About the last of January, through the 
influence of Dr. Stipp, Medical Inspector of 
the Department, the Qimrtermaster as- 
signed to the Medical Department the 
steamer Laurel HilL Under the direction 
of the Commission she was fitted up com- 
pletely for a hospital boat, and made one 
trip to Cairo sucoessfully. Our Agent, Mr. 
Furness, and a colored cook accompanied 
this trip. In addition to that, I will sity 
that two Surgeons were detailed by the 
Medical Director to have special cliarge 
of the sick, and general charge of the boat. 
They received their orders from the Medi- 
cal Director. At the sometime orders were 
issued by the Qnartermaster to the captain 
of the boat to turn his boat over to the 
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Quartermaster at Cairo, to be loaded by 
him, without any reference to the wishes 
of the Medical Department. Accordingly, 
between four and five hundred recruits 
^ were ordered alioard on her return trip. 
The tables that had been erected were des- 
troyed, and some damage and loss accrued 
to our stores. 

It was confidently expected by the Medi- 
cal De|>artmentl that the Laurel Hill on her 
return to New Orleans would immediately 
make another trip, as about two hundred 
discharged and furloughed soldiers were 
awaiting transportation. But by the order 
of the Chief Quartermaster the bunks were 
removed ns a military necessity, and the 
steamer detained for transportation of 
troops within the Department. 

About the first of March, through the in- 
fluence of Maj.-Oen. Reynolds, and Dr. 
Stipp, the Medical Dei>artment obtained 
from the Quartermaster's Department 
another steamer, the N. W. Thomas, to be 
fltted up and used as a hospital boat, and 
the assistance of the Commission was again 
solicited. 

Our experience with the Laurel Hill was 
suflicient to convince me that a copartner- 
ship between the Quartermaster and Medi- 
cal Departments was not desirable, and 
ought not to exist, except under the con- 
trol of the latter. 

There could be no objection to the trans- 
portation of freight and a limited number 
of passengers, but an indiscriminate use 
of the boat for anything and everything, 
anybody and everybody, was absurd, and 
I declined taking any part in the matter, 
unless some arrangement could be made 
more favorable to the Medical Department. 

Being n.s.sured that the boat should be 
under my control, carpenters were at once 
employed, and under the direction of Mr. 
Furness, two rows of bunks were construct- 
ed in the centre of the cabin, three berths 
high, to accommodate one hundred and 
twenty men. With these, and the unoccu- 
pied staterooms, one hundred and fifty 
could be comfortably provided with beds. 
A temporary storeroom was built on the 
port-guard, and a kitchen, provided with a 
range, wu-s constructed on the lower deck. 
Tables were arranged on tlie boiler-deck in 
front of the cabin, to accommodate eighty 



men. Tlie more feeble were fed in the 
back cabin and in tkeir berths, according 
to circumstances. Two Surgeons were de- 
tailed to have special charge of the sick ; and 
I received an order, (which I append,) from 
Dr. Stipp, to take full charge of the steamer 
except as to its running. 

The captain of the boat received orders 
from the Quartermaster to report to the 
Quartermasters at Vicksburg and Memphis 
for fuel, and at Cairo for fuel and freight, 
“ not to interfere witli the sanitary purpuses 
of the boat.” 

Two thousand rations were drawn from 
the Commissary, including one thousand 
rations of fresh beef. The beds and bed- 
ding, everything that pertains to a hospi- 
tal word, kitchen and table furniture, as- 
sorted vegetables, delicacies and stimn- 
lants, were all provided from our store- 
room — (a list of which I append,) — the 
gifts of loyal hearts, and work of loyal 
sinew in the Northeast and Northwest — 
another instance of the nniversatility of 
the Commission, recognizing no sectional 
differences, succoring alike the soldier from 
Maine and Iowa, and every intervening 
locality. 

With our flag flying at the fore, at five 
o'clock, P.M., March 12th, wo moved from 
our moorings, and steamed up the river. 
It was fitting that our flag, the symbol of 
this great charity of the American people, 
should wave over us. Supx>orted and sus- 
tained by generous hearts and the earnest 
prayers of millions, it was a guaranty of 
safe transit in a long journey through a 
section infested by guerrillaa. 

The knapsacks and baggage belonging to 
the men wore checked, and stored away for 
protection. I persuaded the men not to 
carry much money on their persons, offer- 
ing to take it and give a receipt of safe- 
keeping. Between five and six thousand 
dollars was intrusted to my care, and de- 
livered again to the owners on their arrival 
at Cairo. The sickest men were arranged 
in the staterooms, and especially provided 
for by careful nurses, who bestowed every 
attention. The services of Miss Trotter, of 
Bloomington, Illinois, were secured, who 
rendered efllcient service towards the most 
feeble. 

At Baton Rouge we landed the next day 
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and received aboard a few furloughed men. 
Here, the boiler of 'urboat was discovered to 
be leaking, and 'v were obliged to “ tie up” 
for repairs, and .rait for assistance to come 
to us from Nea Orleans. This delay was 
discouraging nd disheartening to the men, 
and the occii <on of some uneasiness. The 
furloughs of those who were looking for- 
ward to a respite at home, were expiring in 
a place and condition nnenviable. The de- 
lay, too, served to depress the spirits of 
those more feeble, who only hoped to reach 
home to die in the midst of their families. 
At this place, two, who had clung to the 
elastic thread of a hope of once more meet- 
ing their friends at home, died, and were 
interred in the Soldiers’ Burying Ground. 

After four days’ delay we again proceeded 
up stream, and landing next at Port Hud- 
son, we received aboard all the discharged 
and furloughed soldiers at this post. On 
route to Vicksburg another soldier, from 
the interior of Indiana, died, and was 
buried there. 

The personal effects of all those who died 
were intrusted to my care, and forwarded 
by mo on arrival at Cairo, per Adams’ Ex- 
preas, to their friends, as generally direct- 
ed by them before death. 

At Vicksburg and Memphis, I was able to 
obtain some stores from our own storeroom, 
but was obliged to purchase others to eke 
out the long journey still before us. 

After leaving Memphis, nothing of inter- 
est or regret occurred to vary the monotony 
of a long trip np the river. 

Among the men a spirit of contentment 
and thankfulness was exhibited that was 
refreshing to witness, and many benedic- 
tions were pronounced on the ever-provi- 
dent U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

My arrival at Cairo at this time was op- 
portune, as I met Dr. Warriner in charge 
of steamer Dunleith, loaded with stores, en 
route for all the posts on the river, includ- 
ing New Orleans. Instmotions having been 
given to the Quartermaster not to interfere 
with the sanitary purposes of the boat, I 
was enabled to take what stores were des- 
tined for New Orleans, aboard the Thomas, 
thus making the trip of the Dunleith below 
Vicksburg unneoessary, and less expensive 
to the Commission. I reeeived from Dr. 
'Warriner, at this time, about one thoosand 



barrels of pickles and vegetables, thirteen 
barrels of ale, and other stores needed in 
the Department of the Gulf. — Dr. Blake's 
Report. 

DI.tBY OF MBS. E. C. POETEB, 

XOEST OF THS SXSITXBV C0MHIS810N IN THE 
ABMT or THE CCUIIEB1.AND. 

Mra Porter accompanies Mrs. Bickerdyke 
in her arduous labors at the front, among 
the wounded, where both have labored in- 
defatigably these lost two months. To give 
some idea of the kind of service they rend- 
er our wounded men, their method of work, 
and how indispensable are sanitary stores 
in times of battle, we publish Mrs. Porter’s 
diary, written during the month of May. 
Its interest will bo sufficient excuse for the 
publication of so interesting a document. 

Neak the Battle Oeocnd, Scoar Creee. Oa ) 
Oer. Logan's HEAOgOAETEJU. JFay 15, 1S54. ) 

I have just reached this place, where I 
hear the constant roar which tells of battle 
and of death. The battle has just com- 
menced, and several wounded have been 
brought in who are to be sent north. Our 
batteries are engaged. The poor privates 
who are wounded cannot leave at once. 

Mrs. Bickerdyke left on the 10th for Chat- 
tanooga. I followed on Wednesday, in 
company with Rev. Drs. Budington and 
Thompson, N. Y. agents of the Christian 
Commission, sent here on a tour of observ- 
ation. We reached Chattanooga yesterday 
morning. I foimd Mrs. Bickerdyke had 
gone on to Ringgold, and so I took the 
noon train and came down to Ringgold, 
where I found Mrs. Bickerdyke in the San- 
itary rooms, preparing supplies to take for- 
ward in teams that were going out in the 
morning. We slept in a soldier’s tent that 
night and were in readiness to start in the 
morning. Mrs. Bickerdyke hod sent for- 
word the evening before such sanitary 
stores as could be token in the- teams. 

I wish I could give you a description of 
our mule train — a long solemn train of mule 
teams! most of them looking os if dragging 
heavily, and many making a mighty effort 
to take their last load to the scene of strife. 
Can you imagine such a train? reaching all 
the way from Ringgold to Sugar Creek, a 
distance of twenty-five miles? Such a train 
has almost literally flUed the way with sup- 
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plies to our army to-day. The supplies are 
to go by railroad soon, and the mules which 
are falhng on the right hand and on the 
left, from over-work, poor fare and exhaust- 
ion, will be relieved. 

We reached Sugar Creek about six 
o'clock, and were most kindly reccivetl at 
Gen. Logan's headquarters — where I am 
now writing — by Gen. Smith and others of 
his staff. They informed us that Gen. Lo- 
gan had been on the battle-field since last 
evening. The enemy's guns are loud and 
rapid now, and although I do not think we 
can go to the battle-field to-night, it will 
be difficult to stay away from it while this 
roar of artillery continues, knowing that 
many poor fellows are needing our care 
and attention. 

Col. Smith has assured Mrs. Bickerdyke 
that the ambulance or anything else which 
ho can furnish, shall be supplied to aid her 
in her work. Mrs. Bickerdyke was very de- 
sirous of going to the hospital in the field 
immediately to night, but it was not best. 
It is five miles distant, and she needs rest. 

Hosdat. Uaf 17. 

Never have I passed such a Sabbath as 
yesterday, and I wish I could believe there 
never would be such another. We rose 
very early, after hearing the artillery all 
night os the fight went on, terrible in its 
echo, and terrible not only to our enemies, 
but to many of our noble brothers, who 
have suddenly fallen, or arc left mutilated 
to languish in an extempore hospital at the 
frqnt. 

Gen. Logan's headquarters, where we 
passed the night, are about four miles from 
the battle-field. The wounded were brought 
into hospitals, quickly and roughly prepar- 
ed in the forest, ns near the field as safety 
would permit. Upon arriving at the place 
for the First Division Hospital, wo were 
met by the familiar face of Dr. Woodworth, 
of Chicago, whom we knew would do all in 
his power to relieve the suffering. What a 
scene was presented ! Precious sons of 
northern mothers, beloved husbands of 
northern wives were already here to under- 
dorgo amputation, to have wounds probed 
and dressed, or broken limbs set and band- 
aged. Some were wrrithing under the sur- 
geon's knife, but bore their suffering brave- 



ly and uncomplainingly. There were many 
whose wounds were considered slight, such 
os a shot through the hand, arm, or leg, 
which but for the contrast with severer di- 
scs, would seem dreadful. Never was the 
presence of women more joyfully welcom- 
ed. It was touching to see those precious 
boys looking up into our faces with such 
hope and gladness. It brought to their 
minds mother and home, as each testified 
while his wounds were being dressed; 
“This seems a little like having mother 
about,” was the reiterated expression of the 
wounded, as one after another was washed 
and had his wounds dressed. Mrs. Bicker- 
dyke and myself assisted in the operation. 
Poor boys ! how my heart ached that I 
could do so little. 

After doing what we could in Hospital 
No. 1, to render the condition of the poor 
fellows tolerable, we proceeded to No. 2, 
and did what we could there, distributing 
our sanitary comforts in the most economi- 
cal manner, so as to make them go as far 
as possible. 'We found that what we brought 
in the ambulance was giving untold com- 
fort to our poor exhausted wounded men, 
whose rough hospital conches were made 
by pine boughs with the stems cut out, 
spread upon the ground, over which their 
blankets were thrown. This forms tUo 
bed, and the poor fellows' blouses, saturat- 
ed with their own blood, is their only pil- 
lon', their knapsacks being left behind when 
they went into battle. More sanitary goods 
are on the way, and will be brought to re- 
lieve the men ns soon as possible. 

Now all the sui)plies of this immense ar- 
my are brought from Ringgold by teams, 
and food for the army mtist be forwarded 
first. I have seen no bread for several 
days but army hard tack. The dear boys 
think it good, and so it is to the hungry 
men, and when cooked in soups and pa- 
nada. 

We found in the Third and Fourth Hos- 
pitals much the same condition of things; 
all doing what they could to perfect tho 
hospital arrangements, and extemporizing 
kitchen tents and beds by the hundred, aU 
mode as I have described. 

Tho young surgeons are most of them 
doing themselves great credit by their at- 
tention to tho suffering. I have scon as 
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yet but few except young men in the hos- 
pitoln. There are some venerable workers, 
who should have the grateful thanks of the 
nation for their devotion to the suffering. 

This evening we were cheered by the ar- 
rival of the sanitary goods, which were 
loaded at Binggold, under Mrs. Bicker- 
dyke's direction. They are the only sani- 
tary goods here, except the delicacies 
brought by ns in the ambulance, which 
were sent us direct from Chicago. From 
them every wounded man had not only a 
cooling draught of lemonade, but many 
other comforts which seemed to be just 
what was needed, and which have called 
forth repeated blessings upon the Sanitary 
Commision. 

Last night there was sharp fighting again, 
if the constant roar of heavy artillery tells 
truly. Our tent was spread near the wound- 
ed and the and was filled with bar- 

rels of leo»9ps, pickles and various other 
articles of comfort. Our bed was compos- 
ed of dry leaves, spread with a rubber and 
soldier's blanket — our own blankets, with 
pillows and all, having been given out to 
sufferers long before night. Our tent is lo - 
cated about two miles from the seat of 
action, and every discharge is distinctly 
heard. This morning report says the ene- 
my arc going toward Atlanta. 

Several wounded men have died daring 
the night. Mrs. Bickerdyke and myself ore 
going out to look after another division of 
wounded men. Mr Tone, of the Sanitary 
Commission, has just arrived, to make some 
arrangements for getting forward the sup- 
plies which are now so much needed, and 
will be demanded yet more in a day or 
two. 

May 19th. 

I wrote the above two days since, and 
have had no more time to write until now. 
But since then I have passed through 
thrilling scenes, and have witnes.sed many 
deaths, which have left fond wives in wid- 
owhood and mode many children father- 
less, who had looked forward to July with 
fond hopes. ‘ ‘ Then father's time in the 
array will be out, and we will bo so glad !” 

Yesterday there was a Sanitary agent 
here, Mr. Tune, and we received from him 
a few articles, such os crackers, canned 
milk, bandages, and a few bottles of rasp- 



berry vinegar, all so very acceptable to our 
suffering patients, four of whom have pass- 
ed beyond our core, and already lie in the 
newly opened burying place. Yesterday, 
Mr. Smith, of the Christian Commission at 
Nashville, was here, and Mr. Lawrence, 
from Chattanooga. With his usual care- 
fulness for the comfort of others, he left 
with ns his rubber and woolen blankets, 
yrhich, as we had put our lost piece of bed- 
ding under the wounded men, were grate- 
fully received. He has gone for more sup- 
plies. When he returns, we hope the wonts 
of our boys will bo met. 

You cannot imagine the condition of our 
wounded men who have had no change of 
clothing. Think of a wounded man lying 
in his shirt saturated with blood, and wearing 
it until it becomes dry and hard, his blan- 
ket in the same condition, and he lying on 
the ground without pillow, except his knap- 
sack. We brought several pillows, and 
when I put one of them under the head of 
a great sufferer, he said, “ Oh, that is so 
soft !" As I passed along, yesterday, one 
of the boys looked up imploringly, and 
said, “ Oh, my bed is hard I” I hod just 
taken a pillow fom the bed of a man just 
dead, and laid it out to dry. I asked, 
“shall I bring that?” “Yes,” he said, 
and when I brought it, stained with his 
comrade's blood, and laid his weary aching 
head upon it, he replied, “ Oh, that is such 
a relief !” We know there are sanitary 
stores in abundance, and that they ore on 
the way, and we also realize the difficulty of 
getting anything to us, in our remote lo- 
cality, so for from the railroad, where_ev- 
ery thing must be brought by teams. lYe 
ore hourly expecting sanitary goods, wmch 
will furnish the boys with comforts that 
mothers, wives and sisters have prepared. 

Mrs. Bickerdyke has succeeded in bring- 
ing about a little more order to-day in feed- 
ing these throe hundred men. The painful 
work has commenced of removing these 
men to Resaca, about three miles from the 
place where they were first received. This 
arrangement is deemed best, as it brings 
them at once upon the railroad, where they 
can be sent North at some time, and I am 
told that most are to be sent North os soon 
as practicable. No one who has not seen 
the immediate effects of a battle can have 
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any idea of its horrors. I am daily grate- 
ful to God for having raised up and strength- 
ened for the work of comforting the wound- 
ed “ Mother Bickerdyke,” as the soldiers 
truly call her. She has followed them with 
a mother’s self-sacrificing devotion, and the 
high i)ntriotism and benevolence which ex- 
ist in her nature. She never fails in the 
time of the soldier’s necessity, no matter 
what that necessity may be. Like a true 
mother she is ready for it. She is ready to 
contend for his rights, os many in authority 
have been made to feel, and she is sustain- 
ed in labors which seem supernatural. I 
hope mothers, wives and sisters will appre- 
ciate her services, and give to her dear 
fatherless boys aid when needed, us she has 
rendered it to theirs. 

To day every kettle which could be rais- 
ed has l)een used in making coflee. Mrs. 
Bickerdyke has made barrel after bamd, 
and it is a comfort to know that multitudes 
are reached, and cheered, and saved, t Two 
hundred and sixty slightly wounded men 
just come to this point, on the ears on their 
way North, all hungry and weary, saying, 
“We are so thirsty,” “Do give us some- 
thiug to cat.” Mrs. Bickerdyke was engag- 
ed in giving out supper to the three hun- 
dred in wards here, and told them she could 
not feed them then. They turned away in 
sorrow and were leaving, when learning 
who they were — wounded men of the 20th 
Army Corps — and their necessity, she told 
them to wait a few moments, she would at- 
tend to them. She gave them coffee, kraut, 
and potato pickles, which are never eaten 
but by famished men, and for once they 
were a luxury. 1 stood in the room whore 
our supplies were deposited, giving to some 
crackers, to some pickles, and to each hun- 
gry man something. 

One of the green cards that come on all 
the stores of the Northwestern Commission 
Mrs. Bickerdyke hod tacked upon the 
wall, and this told the inquirers from what 
branch of the Commission the sui>plies 
were obtained. The men were mostly from 
New York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
and most grateful recipients wore they of 
the generosity of the Northwest. 

You can imagine the effort made to sup- 
ply two barrels of coffee, with only three 
camp kettles, two iron boilers, holding two 



pailfuls, one small iron teakettle, and one 
saucepan to make it in. These, all placed 
over a dry rail fire, were boiled in double 
quick time, and were filled and refilled till 
all had a portion. Chicago canned miUc 
never gave more comfort than on this oc- 
casion, I assure yon. Our cooking conve- 
niences are much the same as at Missionary 
Ridge, but there is to be a change soon. 
The Medical Director informs me that this 
is to be a recovering hospital, and cooking 
apparatus will soon be provided. 

FiXLD HocpTTAiis Rksaca. Oa., Majf 90U. 

All convalescents ore this morning order- 
ed from this hospital. Mrs. B. and my- 
self feci thatwc must leave these, now com- 
paratively provided for, and hasten to the 
front, to those who are in the condition in 
which we found these. Many of the wound- 
ed are doing well. All who will recover 
are improving. Y’estorday we nifceived from 
government tents, cots and otHdt comforts 
for the relief of our wounded, who have 
been lying on the ground, though bunks 
have been prepared for many. 

Mrs. Bickerdyke is moving among the 
wounded, and is doing good as she has op- 
portunity. Last night as I slept in my tent, 
surrounded by the wounded, I was awak- 
ened by dreadful cries and groans, as if of 
one in distress. It continued, seeming 
like the death agonies of a strong man. 
My first impulse was to go to him, but that 
I could not do. At length the groans 
ceased, and when I inquired of our sur- 
geon, from whose tent they procoede<l, he 
said it was a wounded rebel prisoner, who 
died in the night. The rebel wounded 
bear their sufferings less bravely than our 
men. 

Kisonox. Okosou. May 33U. 

Yesterday morning we arrived at Kings- 
ton, sleeping in cars, and accompanied by 
officers, and a minister sent by the Chris- 
tian Commission. The cars were filled 
with sacks of com upon which we rested. 
M'e reached here and took breakfast with 
agents of the Sanitary and Christijin Com- 
missions. There is great hurrying to and 
fro, fur an order bos been issued for a for- 
ward move to-morrow, and all are making 
preparations. Rations for twenty days are 
ordered. Mrs. Bickerdyke took an ambu- 
lance and rode out to Qen. MoPbetson’s 
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head-qaartors, to leom from him what we 
should plan to do. The General encour- 
aged our going forward, by assuring us 
that transportation should be furnished for 
our sanitary goods. On the matter of 
transportation, Col. Smith, or rather tho 
Quarter-Master of the corps, informed ns 
that the best ambulance and driver should 
be at our command, if we would go for- 
ward, and that our services were apprecia- 
ted so highly, that everything should be 
done to facilitate and aid ns in our work. 
From other officers we received the same 
assuranee. We took out a few comforts to 
the batteries, and found them in remarka- 
ble health and spirits, considering the 
struggle through which they had passed. 

Maylid. 

Sanitary agents have issued several tons 
of vegetables and other sanitary goods, to- 
day, to the different divisions of this great 
army. Mrs. Bickerdyke bos received this 
morning a large supply for our use among 
the wounded, which are to be sent forward 
to bo in readiness for the next contest, 
which is no doubt near at hand. The In- 
diana agent sent ns supplies at Itesaea 
which we have reserved for tho coming 
wont. Mrs. Bickerdyke was greeted on 
the street by a soldier on horseback: 
“Mother," said he, “ is that you ? Don’t 
you remember me ? I was in tho Ho.spi- 
tal, my arm amputated, and I was saved by 
your kindness. I am so glad to sec yon,” 
giving her a beautiful bouquet of rosea, the 
only token of grateful remembrance he 
could command. Mrs. B. daily receives 
such greetings from men, who say they 
have been saved from death by her efforts. 
The bleasing of many ready to perish is no 
small reward, and it is hers in overflowing 
measure. 

Mat ita. 

Lost evening two or three hundred ex- 
hausted men were sent here faintand weary. 
Mrs. B. and myself tried with what means 
we had, to meet their necessities. Mrs. B. 
made them coffee, and we gave them pic- 
kles and other food, which refreshed them 
greatly. They felt that if they could rest 
and have enough to eat, such ns they need- 
ed, they would soon bn able to do duty. 
This morning the surgeon of a hospital 



called to ask that we would go and help him 
in his work, which we promised to do. 

About an hour ago a great excitement 
prevailed, as it was said the rebels were 
coming upon us with a dash. Such a 
stampede among the stragglers, and so 
many pole faces I have not before seen. 
We were having our boxes shipped for Re- 
saca. Hastened by the fright most of them 
were shipped, but four or five valualilo 
packages remain, and we design to get them 
off ns soon as possible, os it is thought gu- 
errillas will moke another attempt here. 

Fisu> HOSPITXI. tnCDSB CAB* or Db. Wbiuht.) 

May imk. j 

Yesterday, as the trains were passing 
about four miles from here, they were at- 
tacked by our enemies. Four soldiers who 
had dismounted were killed, first slightly 
wounded, then evidently knocked on the 
head with a gun or club. That was the sur- 
geon’s testimony, and the most inexjMTi- 
enced observer would come to the same con- 
clusion, who looked upon their bruised, 
broken faces. What exhibitions do we 
daily receive of the chivalry of our high- 
minded southern foes ? Could Satan him- 
self give stronger proofs of his love of evil 
than these devoted servants of their master ? 

Last evening, having seen most of our 
sanitary goods on the cars, I left the town, 
which it was thought might bo filled with 
rebels to-day, and came to this field hospi- 
tal. Mrs. Bickerdyke had taken a lew ar- 
ticles and gone up in the morning, with 
men and women to clean and put things in 
order to feed and comfort the siul, exhaust- 
ed and wounded soldiers. I found the 
house filled with such already. Tho Immiu- 
tiful, but filthy premises, under her direc- 
tion had been made comfortably clean, and 
now the floors were covered with soldiers, 
resting their weary heads on knapsacks or 
blouses, many of them without blankets 
oven. On tho march they have thrown 
everything away, because they ore so bur- 
dened. They often start with very heavy 
burdens, unwilling to give up any of the 
little comforts they have gathered about 
them, but as the heat increases and the sol- 
diers become weary, one thing afteranother 
is thrown away, until only their knapsacks 
which contain their rations, and their cups 
remain. 
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The failing and faint-hearted are con- 
stantly coming in. They report thcmselvce 
sick, and a few days of rest and nourishing 
food will restore most of them, but some 
have made their last march, and will soon 
be laid in a soldier’s grave! Mrs. B. has 
sent gruel and other food, which I have 
been distributing according to the wants of 
the prostrate multitude, all on the Jloor. 
Some are very sick men! It is a pleasure 
to do something for them. They are all 
dear to some circle, and are a noble com- 
pany. Two hundred are gathered hero. 
Sanitary goods arc our dependence in tak- 
ing core of them. We have received lib- 
erally from the Western Commission, and 
some very valuable articles from the Chris- 
tian Commission, and have made them tell 
upon the comfort of those ready to perish. 
How often do I hear the remark, “ What 
should we have done but for the Sanitary 
Commission ?” We suffer the greatest in- 
convenience from the want of cooking 
utensils. It is very hard work to provide 
food for so many hundreds, without any 
other convenience than an out-door fire, 
under the heat of a summer sun. A tent 
does not exclude this heat. Soup kettles 
and large ranges would diminish the labor,, 
and add greatly to our ability to be useful. 
Mrs. Bickerdyke applied to Louisville for 
such aid, knoa-ing by experience the hard 
service which must be required, but they 
have not come, probably on account of dif- 
ficulty in the way of transportation, and 
she will toil on without them until her 
strong constitution is undermined, I fear. 

Heavy firing was heard in front yester- 
day. To-day three hundred and twelve 
men have been fed and comforted here. 
This morning Mrs. Bickerdyke mode mush 
for two hundred, having gathered up in 
various places kettles, so that by great ef- 
fort out of doors she can cook something. 
Potatoes, received from Iowa, and dried 
fruit and canned, have been distributed 
among the men. Many of them ore from 
Iowa. “What could wo do without these 
stores ?” is the constant inquiry. 

jroy ]«. 

I have visited the deserted hospitals near 
ns, erected alter Chattanooga w as shelled 



by our troops, as I was informed by a lady 
who lives near. •They are of sufficient size 
to accommodate 1,000 sick and wounded 
men, are built according to the directions 
of their Medical Board, and are altogether 
the best arrangements for a temporary hos- 
pital which I have seen, nothing wanting 
for convenience or comfort, and the loca- 
tion one of the beet that could have been 
chosen. The rebels know bow to take care 
of themselves. They were hurried out of 
the hospital last week, and as they evacu- 
ated took their sick with them. The place 
we occupy is by no means as convenient, 
this being a private residence merely. But 
the plan is to send our men North, if they 
cannot go forward. Hundreds have al- 
ready gone, and multitudes are on the way. 
A company of poor white women came to 
see us this morning, who said, “Georgia 
never went out of the Union of her owm 
free will, but she could not help herself.” 
They say, “ our children are to be bound 
out to the planters, and we' put into the 
hospitals to do the work, and thus be sep- 
arated from our children; we know they’ll 
do it if they can. The ladies say that they 
will have our children for servants if they 
can’t get the niggers, and they will. ” 

JTay 170. 

Andrew Somerville, a faithful soldier, who 
went down to Rcseca with our sanitary 
goods, after having put them into Mr. 
Jones (the agent's) hands, was overpowered 
by a band of drunken soldiers, who were 
on a wild robbing expedition. Tliey took 
some things after having knocked him 
down. A gimrd was called and military 
power exerted to arrest them. A telegram 
from Rome asking for sanitary goods. I 
shall go to Resaca for them as the wounded 
ore suffering. 

May tmh. 

There is heavy firing in the direction of 
Rome. I concluded to telegraph to Ito- 
saca and wait until to-day. Everything in- 
dicates the neceasity of comforts fur the 
wounded. There is a sharp contest going 
on to protect a gap in the mountains. 

Maf wot. 

Last evening, in view of the wonts of the 
wounded, who were reported coming in to 
be sent forward, 1 went to Resaca to get 
supplies, and returned this morning. 
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To-day we bear of dreadfvd slaughter 
and Buflering, and wc are tcld that a train of 
ambolanoea is on its way to this point with 
the wonnded. The Colonel of the 83d Ohio 
Regiment ran into our room to aak for sup- 
plies to go out to his regiment; Dr. Everett 
of the 10th Iowa also. We shall give them 
all we can spare. But, if our supplies 
were increased four-fold, we could easily 
use them. 

In another letter, dated Kingston, Oeo., 
June 1st, Mrs. Porter says: “We have re- 
ceived, fed, and comforted at this hospital, 
during the past week, between 4,000 and 
5,000 wounded men, and still they come. 
Our sanitary stores are just what wo need, 
and to-day we have received a quantity 
from Rosaca, and a telegram from Mr. 
Read, United States Sanitary Agent at 
Chattanooga, requesting us to draw upon 
that depot for anything we need, which we 
shall be glad to do. All the food and cloth- 
ing have passed under our supervision, 
and, indeed, almost every garment has been 
given out by our hands. Almost every ar- 
ticle of special diet has been cooked by 
Mrs. Bickerdyko personally, and all has 
been superintended by her. I speak of 
this particularly, as it is a wonderful ful- 
fillment of the promise, ‘As thy day is, so 
shall thy strength be.’ ’’ 

Again, writing from Alatoona, Oa., June 
14th: “ I have just visited a tent filled with 
'amputated cases.’ They are noble young 
men, the pride and hope of loving faa:ilies 
at the North, but most of them are so low 
that they will never again return to them. 
Each had a special request for ‘ something 
that ho could relish.’ I made my way 
quickly down from the heights, where the 
hospital tents are pitched, and sought for 
the food they craved. I found it among 
the goods of the Sanitary Commission— 
and now the dried currants, cherries, and 
other fruit are stewing; we have nnsoldered 
cans containing condensed milk and pre- 
served fruit— and the poor fellows will not 
be disappointed in their expectations.’’ 

We refrain from saying mneh that we 
know about Mrs. Porter’s labors in the 
Western Department, where she has been 



most of the time since the war began, her 
mode.sty even in the foregoing report lead- 
ing her to speak of others rather than her- 
self, but as children often illustrate the 
parents, we insert an incident of the late 
severe battle before Atlanta, os we find it 
described by a correspondent of the Aew 
york- Tribune: 

“ Speaking of artillery and heroism, I 
should notice the gallant conduct of private 
James B. Porter, of Battery A., 1st Illinois 
Light Artillery, on the 22d. This young 
man, who has served his country over three 
years, having re-enlisted as a veteran, has 
won the love and respect of both officers 
and privates by the modest bravery ho 
has from time to time exhibited. On the 
22d instant his section was posted near our 
skirmish line in front of Gen. Morgan L. 
Smith, 2d Division, loth Corps, when the 
111th Illinois and 53d Ohio, Col. Jones, 
were driven in by a superior force of the 
enemy, who mode a dash at the two gnus and 
captured them. Young Porter remained 
faithfully at his post till the rebels fairly 
swarmed over the battery, when he deter- 
mined not to surrender, and fell os though 
mortally wounded at the side of a dead 
comrade, and for half an hour he feigned 
to be dead, during which time he was kick- 
ed twice, and was nearly crushed to death 
by the crowd of rebels flocking to examine 
the guns. 

The tide of victory, it will bo remember- 
ed, suddenly turned, and our troops were 
pursuing the retreating foe. As soon os 
Porter discovered that the “ Johnnies’’ 
were falling back pretty rapidly, he seized 
a musket Indonging to a dead infantryman 
who lay close beside him in a pool of blood, 
and gathering up a handful of cartridges, 
ho was not long in loading the musket and 
sending its leaden messengers after the de- 
ceived “ chivalry.” Yesterday young Por- 
ter was Acting Orderly Sergeant, and had 
charge of two pieces of artillery which were 
held in reserve in rear of our main line. 
Private James B. Porter is a son of the 
Rev. Jeremiah Porter, now serving os 
Chaplain of the same battery to which his 
son is attached. Mrs. Jeremiah Porter has 
devoted her services for the past six months 
to the care of sick and woundiHl soldiers 
in this army, enduring untold hardships. 
The three members of this family are all 
with this army at the present time. Young 
Porter is an educated Christian gentleman, 
and a fine specimen of the true American 
volunteer soldier, having graduated with 
high honors at Beloit College.” 
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WHAT THE AUXILURY RELIEF CORPS 
HAS DONE. 

We eonclndo in the present number the 
eitracta from the interesting letters from 
the Auxiliary Relief Corps, publication of 
which was commenced in the Bum,ETiN of 
August 15. 

Mb. S. F. Jaysk. 

A rolX)RZD HOsrrTAL. 

Alrnut the 20th of June last a special 
field hospital for colored troops was estab- 
lished at this place. A squad of Sanitary 
Relief Corps, under direction of Miss Helen 
L. Gilson, has been hero for throe weeks, 
giving attention in various ways to the sick 
aud wounded — in the same manner ns to 
white soldiers. It has in this time admin- 
istered to some three hundred sick and 
wounded men. It has furnished all of the 
light diet for the hospital. 

A large majority of those admitted to this 
hospital have been the sick; therefore, the 
demand for light diet has been greater than 
for the same number of wounded men. In 
many respecta the work here is peculiar. 
While the men are patient in their suffer- 
ings, they are generally otherwise childish, 
with little judgment in taking care of them- 
selves. It is often difficult to ascertain 
their diseases; and they give vogue and 
unsatisfactory answers when questioned in 
regard to them. 

Nearly all complain of " mise^ in the 
breast,” and very many have diseases of 
the lungs added to other troubles. It is 
evident that many have been allowed to 
cnU‘r the service who are physically inca- 
pable of performing the duties of the 
soldier. 

The hospital, until lately, has been quite 
deficient in the means necessary for mak- 
ing the men comfortable. Many were for 
a long time without beds. The wards were 
not supplied with cups and spoons, and 
other conveniences for feeding the men. 
Many of those things we have furnished 
for them. Among other things, some two 
hnudreil tin cups, one hundred sjioons, 
thirty wash-bosiiLs, one humlrcd and twen- 
ty-five beils, two hundred shirts and drawers, 
a large number of blankets, socks, towels, 
handkerchiefs, head-rests, fans, oranges, 
lemons, etc. 

Few of the nurses are fit for their duties, 
beingentirel^ without experience in taking 
care of the sick. Many of them were near- 
ly sick when assigned to duty. Few of 
them can read or write, and it was deemed 
nnsafo to intmstthem with the administra- 
tion of medicine. 

The hospital has suffered from want of 
sufficient help to do the police and other 
work necessary to keep things orderly and 
clean. 



Besides the daily amount of light diet, 
we have several times furnished crackers in 
bulk to the steward, U]X>n his requisition to 
supply deficiencies in his bread rations. 
We furnish stimulants twice a day to all of 
tho low cases that need it. Besides a 
liberal distribution of indispensable arti- 
cles, many little comforts have been fur- 
nished to tho men. Letters have been 
written for thorn, for which they appear 
especially gratofnl. The Bible has been 
read to them, and some religious instruc- 
tion given to them, which they always 
listen to with interest and delight. Many of 
those who cannot read express a strong 
di!sire to learn, and in order to encourage 
this feeling, some two hundred spelling 
books have been ordered for them. 

It is hoped that opportunity may be 
found to afford them systematically some 
instruction, r<‘ligious and otherwise, for 
which their simple-hearted and childish 
natures are ever eager. It is also hoped 
that our efforts for those men may become 
constontly more effective. 

Besides the sick and wounded, there are 
in camp here about fifty fugitive slaves, 
women and children. They are very desti- 
tute, and wo have supplied them to some 
extent with needed articles. They now 
receive rations from tho Government, and 
some of tho women are employed in wash- 
ing and cooking for the hospital. 

Rev. W. J. Potter, 

AT VABIOCS “bases.” 

I entered tho service of the Sanitary 
Commission at Fredericksburg, about the 
20th of May. The Commission hod done 
its greatest work there before my arrival, 
but still its agents were very busy. The 
wounded men being removed to Washing- 
ton, and one element of the Commission’s 
work to which I was first introduced, was 
tho caring for tho sufferers while they were 
being transported from the hospitals to the 
boats aud cars. The trains particiilarly 
were very irregirlar in their times of run- 
ning, and in their capacity for carrying. 
Several times wounded men were taken 
over tho river for a particular train, who 
had to wait several hours, or the whole 
night without any provision for rations or 
shelter, until the train should leave. Once 
a train was loaded, and for some reason the 
men were again taken out and placed on 
the ground for the night. A certain num- 
ber of the Commi.ssion were called upon 
for several nights in succeasion to go over 
and feed and care for the men the best 
wiy^ they could. 

It was a hard service; the nights were 
dark, once or twice rainy, and the ground 
was very muddy; there was nothing to 
make tho service pleasant, save the con- 
sciousness that many a poor sufferer was 
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relieved of some of his wretchedness, and 
many n one who must otlierwise have per- 
ished, was saved to life. The Government 
ha<l done little or nothing for these dehiinud 
men. It was left for the S.anitary and 
other charitable Commissions to provide 
for their wants. 

I worked also at Fredericksburg, in the 
6th Corps' Hospital, during the last few 
days that Fredericksburg was held by our 
army. The Sanitary Commission furnish- 
ed largely to this hospital, both in the way 
of articles of fooil and clothing, and its 
agents were indefatigable os nurses. 

At Port Royal, the next base, no hospi- 
tals were esbiblished, and our work was to 
care for the wounded from the general 
feetling station, as they came in, and dur- 
ing the day or two that they might remain 
in the village before being sent Kortli. 
Wo met the wagon trains with their sufter- 
ing freight, half or three-quarters of a mile 
from our station, with buckets of soup and 
tea, and milk and punch, and crackers. 

Ofteiior than not, the trains arrive 1 by 
night, so that our work was quite as much 
by night as by day. Some of our party 
carried merely water for wetting wounds — 
a service that was welcome os any — others 
were dressers, and dressed the wounds of 
the men in the wagons or by the way-side. 

The houses and stores, too, were filled 
with wounded, and these also were looked 
up and cared for, until they were removed. 

At White House the same work was re- 
newed — only the hospitals took more per- 
manent shape, and more system could bo 
introduced. I was hero assigned to service 
under Mr. Marshall, in the '.ith Corps, with 
which I have since been connected. 

On coming to City Point, the withdrawal 
of Mr. Manmall left me in charge of the 
Sanitary work for the yth Corps' Hospital. 
We established our tent on ^nday, Juno 
19th; only a few hospital tents had then 
been erected, and ihere were only sixty 
patients present. These were but slightly 
wounded, and were able to walk. The 
next day a train of three hundred more 
severely wounded arrived, and in a few 
days our number went up to twelve hun- 
dred, but the hospital is now reduced by 
removals to three hundred and thirty-eight, 
according to this morning’s report. I esti- 
mate that there have been something over 
two tlioii.sand different patients in the hos- 
pital during the three weeks. During the 
first two weeks we issued very largeXv of 
all kinds of sanitary stores, particularly of 
clothing. Most of the men, on account of 
tlie lung campaign, and the heat and dust, 
came in very needy. We gave all the 
worst cases clean clothing. It has not 
been possible to keep an accurate acconnt 
of all the stores delivered, but I judge we 
have given out at least one thousand shirts 
and one thonsand pilirs of drawers. The 



groat demand is now over, and the Govern- 
ment is also better provided with supplies 
of all kiutts than at first. The tents are 
now all furnished with bedsteads, and most 
of them with mattresses. 

The grounds are are well policed, and 
the hospital is being put into the condition 
of a permanent general hospital as rapidly 
as possible. On an average wo have had 
here a force of eight or nine Sanitary 
agents. These are o.ssigned to sections of 
five or six wards each, and attend to the 
distribution of sanitary articles throngh 
their rc.spectivo sections, and somewhat to 
cases of special diet and to the wants of 
the patients generally, so far as they can bo 
suppliotl from our stores or by personal 
care. 

One of our number has busied himself 
for two (biys past in making foot- tubs for 
his wjirds out of bvmarind kegs. They 
prove an excellent thing, and I would sug- 
gest whether it would not be well for tho 
Commission to furnish foot-tubs to every 
hospital, so that each ward may have one, 
or something that will answer for one. 

* * * « « 

Rev. a. B. Hvde. 

nf THE SECOND COBPS. 

I arrived at City Point Juno 24th. Be- 
ing presented to Mr. Fay, and finding my 
old college friend. Orange Judd, present, 
already initiated and full of labors, I was 
able at once to commence some efforts to 
be u.seful. 

That evening we mode our way through 
“a hundred circling cam]>s,” reaching the 
hospital of the 2d, 5th, 6th, and 9th Corps. 
For two hours we distributed little com- 
forts, newspapers, tobacco, etc. The next 
day I was early sent to the ground, and had 
a full view of the work. 

To bring at least 6,000 (wo counted 5,924 
without counting the neCTo cavalry) suffer- 
ing men to anything like home comfort, 
seemed an impossible task. 

But I foun(l in tho 2d Corps, to which I 
was assigned, faithful and experienced 
men, from whom 1 learned what to do and 
how to do it. To feed and bathe, to get a 
fan, a hat and handkerchief, to furnish 
pai>er and pencil, perhaps to write for a 
helpless man, to pity and pray for the sick 
and dying, those things filled up the day 
very lull. 

Pain in all its forms was before ns, and 
as we tried to mitigate it, constant blesa- 
ings were showered on tho Commission and 
its labors. As rapidly as the nature of their 
maladies allowed, the patients were remov- 
ed to General Hospitals. But there was 
yet enough to be done. My work grew 
dearer as I comprehended it better. It was 
with pain that I found my own health 
idly failing, and obtaining no relief, I fdt 
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it mj duty to return home. I had learned 
to feel the highest respect for my fellow- 
workers, and had seen with my own eyes 
the excellent humanities of the Sanitary 
Commission. 



Mb. a. W. Spebbt. 

AT CITY POIST. 

I have to report that the members of the 
Belief Corps attached to the Gth Corps’ Hos- 
pital at the hose arrived at this place on the 
18th nit., and on the 20th took up its place 
in the hospital then erecting. 

No sick or wonndod arrived for several 
dajs, giving ns time for preparation to re- 
ceive them. Several wards of tents were 
erected, bedsteads of poles with bed- sacks 
filled with hay were furnished, and the 
kitchen put in order. When, at length, 
wounded and sick did come in, they were 
placed in comfortable quarters and cared 
for immediately. Wo have thus far been 
able to keep in ^vance of the demand upon 
us. Several hundred beds are, and have 
been in constant reailiness. The largest 
number of patients at any one time has 
been about eight hundred. 

The sanitary condition of this hospital 
is excellent. The camp has been thorough- 
ly policed, the sinks kept free from odor, 
and the wards have been carefully cleansed 
of impurities. No cases of camp disease of 
any Und have occurred. Men come in 
stripped of everything, without as much as 
a tin cup, and with clothing dirty beyond 
description. In several instances they have 
arrived when there were no Government 
stores to draw npon. Then our men have 
TOne about among them, and with their own 
Lands furnished nice clean shirts, drawers, 
and socks, in exchange for those covered 
with blood, dust and vermin; and cups and 
spoons with which to take their food. 

To the “light diet” kitchen, we have 
famished delicacies and vegetables, and 
two kettles for cooking them. Personal in- 
spection has proved that the food furnished 
has been well cooked, os a rule, and that it 
has rcocheil the men. 

In many ways the men feel the influence 
of the Commission besides in diet and cloth- 
ing. In our daily visits to the wards, wo 
carry soap, towels, handkerchiefs, tobacco, 
pipes, sponges, letter-paper and envelopes, 
oranges, lemons, sugar, &c., &c. 

A full supply of checker-boards and puz- 
zles kept the convalescents busy for days, 
while last, but not least, a h^f hundred 
Jows-harps made the comp musical to the 
point of genuine fun. 

At Fredericksburg, os a private arrange- 
ment, we employed colored women to wash 
clothing that would not otherwise have 
been washed. At White House the enter- 
prise was undertaken by the Commission, 
but the change of base prevented anything 



l>cing done before coming here; the work 
was again taken np. After the first few 
days a washing-machine was furnished, two 
caldrons were set up, and three colored 
women employed at an expense of eight 
dollars per month, the Government giving 
them rations. Although unable to get suf- 
ficient water, from fifty to one hundred 
pieces have been wash^ daily; and now, 
with additional women, furaisheil by Gov- 
ernment, fifty blankets and a hundred pie- 
ces of clothing can bo washed each day. 

No enterpise has paid ns well for the 
money invested. Although a proportion 
of the clothing washed thus far would have 
been thrown away had it not been for the 
conveniences furnished by the Commission, 

In conclusion, experience has thus far 
shown, that except in extreme cases, when 
there is a large and sudden influx of pa- 
tients, the work of dressing and nursing 
can be well performed by the regular hos- 
pital attendants, while personal attention 
18 given to the diet kitchen and the distri- 
bution of miscellaneous articles by the mem- 
bers of the Commission. In this way 
wo can be certain that the right things 
reach the right men at the right time. 



WESTEHN DEPABT.MENT. 

The following list gives the principal 
shipments from the Depot at Loni-sville to 
Gen. Sherman’s army, from the 2d of Juno 
to the 25th of July; 



113 bUukota. 

40H bed tickt. 

3.107 pillows. 

3.900 pillow CMet. 
l.fiOO sheels. 

K.9&:) HbirU. 

O.&M pairs drawers. 

385 drvsslUK gowns. 

1.340 pairs sltpp< rs. 

0,165 tow«‘ls and bsndk'chs. 
253 pairs socks. 

15.331 lbs. bandages k rigs. 

1.047 cushiuns sod p«ds. 
341 pin cusUioos. 

50,447 lbs. ersekers. 

45.0K5 lbs. dried fruit 
13.306 lbs. cod flsh. 

7,5'20 lbs butter. 

13.047 bots. wine spirits. 
74 gsUa. spplo butter. 



8,611 galls, pickles. 

4,119 bush, putstoes. 

1,874 gsUs. sic and cider. 
3,110 lbs. pesrl bsrb'j. 

1,885 lbs. com stsrcii. 

4.833 lbs. fsrins 
930 ifiosqiiito bers. 

331 arm slings. 

375 finger stalls. 

3.466 fans. 

153 bots. lUno jaice. 

960 c&ns oysters. 

80 tons ice. 

3,090 lbs. coDcen'd boof. 
35,930 lbs. •• milk. 

317 lbs. dried iKwf. 

77 boxes orsngus k lemons. 
3,370 dos. eggs. 

3,279 cans fruit 



DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 

Unitko 9tat» Bakttabt CoHsnMioK, 1 
llEPABTMKXT or TUB GULJ, J 
Nkw OBLBAJts, Julf 381A. 1864. 

T. W. Sbebmam, Brig.-Gen., 

Commanding of JVVw Orleans * 

Qenekaij — I have to day the honor of 
submitting, in accordance with your re- 
quest, the enclosed schedule of issues from 
the depot of the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion in this city to the troops within this 
Department, for the quarter ending July 1, 
18G4, 

It represents very fairlv the character of 
our supplies, as well as the average rate of 
their disbursement. 
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The market value of these issues would, 
probably, somewhat exceed seventy-five 
thousand dollars. 

About 30 per cent, of our issues have been 
used in the general hospitals of the Depart- 
ment, or have been employed in furnishing 
ond equipping the boats engaged in the 
hospital transport service. 

Most of our stores, however, are sent 
directly into the field, and in the hands of 
responsible agents, are distributed, mainly 
through the Medical Department— wher- 
ever and whenever there may be an occa- 
sion for the use of extraordinary supplies. 

It has never been the purpose of the 
Sanitary Commission at any time to com- 
pete with the Oovemment in the very lib- 
eral provision it has made for the comfort 
and health of our armies. The distribution 
of supplies constitutes but one of the agen- 
cies of the Commi.ssion. In many ways it 
has endeavored to aid the soldier, and pro- 
mote and encourage the efllciency of the 
service. Still I am happy in being able to 
assure you that it is a matter of no little 
satisfaction that the more material results 
of our efforts should have been included 
among the " resources” of the military au- 
thorities in this Department. 

Yours very respectfully, 

Edward A. Cbare, 

Affcnt U. S. Sanitary Commiirion, 



Ifsurt from the Depot of the V. S. .?am<ary 
iiew tJrte mt. Department of the Gu f, for tAe t^uarUr 
emiinff June 30, 1{(04. 



Hospital Ft 

44S blmnkcts. 

B.VJ bed ticks. 

1 1 bed pans. 

M'i cu»hinnn. 

2 bead reats. 

10 lanteniK. 

72 mediclue cnpi. 

699 uioaqulto ban. 

02^1 pillows. 

2.31H pillow cases. 

143 pillow ticks. 

426 ituiUa. 

2.S27 nbcH'U. 

OK 8pon«ci. 

20 yda. oil silk. 

4 jrd«. rubber Hbecting. 

137 Ibe. soap. 

Cloi 

4.R71 pn. cotton drawcpB. 
999 pr». woolen '* 

740 pn. canton flannel do. 
3,446 bmudaercbiefii. 

343 pn. |>antfl. 

6,503 (HittoD ahirta. 

1,563 woolen “ 

662 canton fl. “ 



nirnxrBK. kc. 

2.214 towel*. 

320 tin cup*. 

53 tin baalna. 

24 urinal*. 

60 flauucl bandages. 

15 eye shade*. 

51 pra. crutches. 

16 lbs, chloroform. 

25 hot*, chloride of soda. 
1.442 fans. 

15 bbla. old linen k cotton 
pieces. 

10 bbU. roll bandages. 

21 arm sling*. 

20 lb*, candles. 

13 catheter*. 



1,639 comb*. 

172 prs. shoe*. 
1,7'J6 pr*. slipper*. 
2.414 pm. socks. 
934 wrappers. 

IKl coau. 

19 veeU. 

139 hair brushes. 



Hospital Food 
860 Ibe. beef stock. 
i.4W lb*, chmxilate. 

3,942 lb*, condensed milk. 
1,867 lb*, com starch. 

1,748 Ibe. farina. 

310 cans canned fruit. 

621 cans canned tomatoes. 
1 bbl. pop com. 

30 cas«s lemons. 

600 case* bread. 

8 kegs butter. 

66 bottles bermo plant. 

89 Ibe. arrow root. 

06 Iba. cocoa. 



A*n DcucArivs. 

*4 bbl. cracked wheat. 

21 iMipor* black pepper. 
29 pap^'f* ginger. 

10 bottle* •• i»am killer.” 
67 bottle* horse radish. 
57 bottles lemon *yrup. 
24 bottles cologne. 

3,660 lbs. cod fish. 

120 lbs. tea. 

213 Iba. tobacco. 

1 bbl. vinegar. 

12 bbl*. ale. 

650 doz. eggs. 

96 bottles bay roxu. 



202 bbls. crackers. 

2 bbU. corn meal. 

102 bbls. dried fruit 
171 Jam Jellies. 

714 Ibe. pearl barley. 

22 hams. 

3H6 boxes prep’d lemonade. 
84 bottles mustard. 

44 bottles cayenne pepper. 
1,923 bbls. vegetables, 
m«)stly potatoes. 

89 bbls. cabbage in enrrie. 
26 bbls. naor kraut 
305 bbls. or keg* pickles. 

12 bbU. white sugar. 

7 cans extract of cufToe. 

2 bbls. oat moat 
1 bbL tongues. 



3 groHs pens. 

60 ream* writing paper. 
t0,00o envelopes. 

3.S bbls. lint 



1 bbU syrup. 

1 bbL ginger snaps. 

2 bbls. lager beer. 

4 boxes catsup. 

1} kegs Jellies. 

1 keg blackberry cordiaL 
106 bott*. *• •* 

3,088 bottles claret 
60 bottles port wine. 

347 bottles whisky. 

108 bottles sherry. 

3U0 bottles brandy. 

140 bottles bitters. 

908 bottles assorted wines. 
71 hots, ext Jamaica ginger 
272 bote, raspberry vinegar. 
1,600 lbs lc«. 

16 Iba. sagp. 



UlSCBLLAKSOrs. 

6 boxes old magazines snd 
pspers. 

2 ^oss pipes. 



PROTECTIVE 

gusieofiatiatt 

or THB 

STATE OF NEW YORK. 

OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 



President. 

Liect.-Gei. WINFIEIiD SCOTT. 

■Vice-Presidents. 

Hon. HAMILTON FISH. 

JOHN J. CISCO, Esq. 

ADMIRAL DUPONT. 

RUDOLPH A WITTHAUS, Esq. 

Treasurer. 

ROBT. B. MINTURN, Esq. 



Directors. 

Hoxa. E. D. MORO.VN, GEORGE OPDYKE, 
HIRAM BARNEY, JA8. W. BEEKMAN. Ret. 
H. W. BELIA)W.S, D.D. Mk* 8B8. JOHN JACOB 
A8TOR, JA.ME8 BROWN, WM. H. AKBINWALL, 
JAM GALLATIN, HOWARD POTTEll, WM. E. 
DuDOE, Jh., THEODORE ROOSEreLT, PETEB 
COOPER, GEORGE BANCRorP, DANIEL LORD, 
WILSON O. HUNT. UOBT. L. BTDABT, AT , FRED 
PELL. 



Apply in person or by letter, to 

HENRY OREENFIELD, Sec’y, 

85 Chambers Street, New York. 



OBJECTS OP THE ASSOCIATION. 
Isf. To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pe)Wio^, pay, 
or bounty, etc., without cost to the claimant, 
2d. proted soldiers or sailors and their 
families from imposture and fraud. 

3(i To prevent false claims from being 
made against the Oovemment. 

bth. To give gratuitous advice and iifor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
lies needing it. 
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THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 

Was constituted by the Secrctaiy of War in 
June, 18C1, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-Qeneml of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organic 
nation wore approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is os 
follows: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bacbe, LL.D., Washington, D. 0. 

F. li. Olmsted California. 

George T. Strong. £sq., Now York. 

Elisha Haras, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. K Shiras, U. 8. A. 

B C. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen'l U. 8. A. 
Wolcoti Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

B O. Hov e, M. D. , Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newl^r^, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt Rev. T. AL Clarke, Providence, U. L 
fion. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohia 
Hon. Mark Hkinner, Chi<^o, HI. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 

Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 

Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. StilU. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, BL 
oinezBs: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bacbe, Vice-President, 

George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Poster Jenkins, H.D., General Secretary. 

J. fl. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

J. H. Ekiuglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

F. N. Knapp, Assodato Secretary. 

STAXDCO oomniTEK. 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 

George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 

Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary Commlaslon baa made arraDgements 
tor snpplyloe information gratuitouely, with regard to 
patients in aU the United States Ocnoral Hospitals. 

For information retatlTe to patients In the Hospitals In 
New York. New Jersey, the New England States, East- 
ern Vir^nia, Maryland, District of Colarobia. North 
OaroUna. Booth Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
*• Ofllce of Bsnitary Commission, Washington, D. C/' 

For the Hospitals In Pennsylvanis, address *« Office of 
Sanitary Commiaslon, No. 1,307 Chostnut Btreot, Phila- 
delphia." 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginls, Ohio. Indiana, 
minois, Missouri. Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mlssls- 
atppi. and ArksuuuM, address ** Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky." 

In all cases the name. rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should bo given, and where he 
was when last heard from. If the application la by letter, 
•the answer will be sent by return of mail ; if in person, 
it will be answered at once ; or if by telemph, an 
ODSwor will be returned Immediately at the inquirer's 
expense. 

yy- Boldlera* Aid Societlea, clergymen, editors, and 
otben. can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
affectnaUy by frequently and widely disseminatiug 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have frienda 
In the army. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

Tlio Sanitary Oommiasion, unuer special author- 
itv of the Presulont of the United States, maintaiita 
as ettensive syntom of agencies for securing tho 
sule conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put 
in its chargu for the sick and wonnded at poiota 
where they are moet wanted. It »»peratoa with 
equal care and generosity at all points— at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at 
Chattanooga — its cliBirihutionsbeiug goveme<l b> a 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all caaea. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
Booicties, and all disposea to aid tlie sick and 
woundwi, without reference to Statos or localities, 
blit simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their ofiforiugs: 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street^ B^ton, 3Iass. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, Now York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut 'Stn*et, Philadelphia. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 43 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore. Md. 

Sanitary ^mmission, Branch Depot, comer Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street. Cleveland, O. 

Sanitary Commission. Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, 111. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 3 Ad- 
am’s Block, Buffalo, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4ih 
Street^ Pittsburg, Penn. 

Samtary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Columboa, 
Ohio. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniarv aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wholly de{>cnd- 
eut on the voluntary contributions of the public for 
the means of snstaining its operations. Ckmtriba- 
tions to the Treasury are solicite<l, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Km., Treasurer, 
68 WaU Street, N. Y. 



RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

General Superintendent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Washing- 
ton. D. O. Chief AsBletant, J< B. Abbott 
Soldiers* Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot Wash- 
ington. D. 0. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street between 13th and 14tb Streets* 
I-od^ No. S, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station. 
Nurses' Homo, Washington, D. 0. 

Soldier's Lodge, 76 Kingston Street. Boston. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio — CoL O. W. D. Andrews. Sup't 
Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, IIL — C. N. Shipman, Sup't and 
Belief Agent 

Soldiers' Home, Louisville, Ky. — James Halona, Sup’t 
James Morton, Spe<dal Relief Agent 
Soldiers' Home, NaohrlUe, Tenn.^L. Crane, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent 

Soldiers' Home, Columbus, Ohio , Sup’t 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio— Joseph Jerome, Snp’t 
and Relief Agent 

Soldiers' L^ge. near landing, Memphla, Tonn.-— O.W* 
Christy, Sup’t and Belief Agent 
Soldiers' Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss. — T. Way. Sup’t 
Soldiers’ Home, New Orleans, La.— C. F. Howes, Sup’t 

aoKMCT roa VEWsioKa 

William F. Basoom, Pension Agent Washington, D. O 
HOsmaL CABS. 

Between Wsshlngton sod New York— Sot Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon In charge. 

Between Now York ami Boston, via Springfield. 
Between Louisville and Chattanooga ^Dr. J..P. Bar- 
num. Surgeon in charge. 

SAKITAST tntaXXB. 

James Blver— EUxsbeth. 
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FREFO S. COZZENS, 

73 WABBEX STBEET, 




STAKBABB 



NEW YORK. 
(Oppoeite nadsoa River Reilroid Depot,) 

AND 

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 

Hf'MbiaKton, D. C., 

(Two doors fVom Willard's.) 



Imported Wines, 
Brandies, &c., 

OF THE PUREST QUALITY, 




TOR 

Medicinal & Sanitary Purposes, 



Adapted to every Branch of 
Business. 



Such as are extensively used in the 

UNITED STATES HOSPITALS, 

AND NT THE 

SANITAHY COMMtS$tO»A 



MANUFACTURED ONUY BY 

THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 

E.&T.FA1RBANKSU0 

St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 



ALSO, 

American Wines, 

or the Hig:he8t Orades. 



SOLE AGENT IN NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON FOR 



PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 

FAIEIBANKS Sl CO., 

No. 252 Broadway, New York. 

FAIRBANKS A BROWN, 

No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 

FAIRBANKS, ORFFNLFAF & Co., 
No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. • 

FAIRBANKS & EWING, 

Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 



LONGWORTH’S 

Spaiklini anil Si. Catawba Wine, 

Brandies, &c., &c. 



• FAIRBANKS A CO., 

No. 246 Baltimore St., Baltimore. 

J®* Descriptive Circulars furnished or 
mailed to any address, on ap^ication to 
other of the above. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

(^Uritte) fttsuwaww 
COMPANY, 

CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 

CASH CAPITAL, - Si, 000,000. 



From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 



Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 1864 $3,140,930 80 

Total Amount of Premiums 3,252,256 76 

Excess of Earned Premiums over Losses, &c 1,137,063 33 

Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies 441,206 49 

Qunranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 

or not 269,614 80 

Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums 15 per cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders 26 per cent. 



LOSSES PAID IH GOLD npon Risks on which the Preoimo is paid in like Cmrencj. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
Kignified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lien of scrip, at thu end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the vear, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OP POLICY, as follows: 

1st. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PBR CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks npon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 

Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiunos upon sucli policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 

DIRECTORS. 



EDWARD ROWE. 

DANIEL W. LORD, 
CfEOROE MIUV, 

JOHN ATKINSON, 

TUOS. A. C. COCHRANE, 
WM. H. IIA1.SEY, 

TH08. BARRON, 

ROIAND O. inrtHKLL, 
ALBERT Q. \£E, 
GFXIRGE P. Dil2^UON, 

0. L. NIUS, 



M. F. MERICK, 

WM B. OGDF~N, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
B C. MORRIS, 
ANDREW J. RICH, 
DAN*L W. TEL!£R, 
JOHN D. BATDl. Jr., 
CHARIJM HICKOX, 
ROBERT BOWS^ 
LAWRENCE MYERS, 
8. N. DERRICK, 



M08IS MERICK, 

DAVID J, ELY^ 
JOSEI'H MORRISON, 
WM. H. POPHAM, 

B. C. MORRIS, Jr^ , 
EZRA NYE, 

HE.VRY J. CAMMANN, 
THOMAS LORD, 
ROBERT R. HOLT, 

J. B. GRIFFIN. 



THOS. IjOKD, Vice-President. 

WM. M. WHITNBT 2d VIce-Preaida 



B. 0. MORRIS, President, 

t and Seoretarj. 
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A WORD TO THE AID SOCIETIEii. 

The ap|M>al made to the pnblie, iiom* 
wi'ekj! ago, for blackberries and bhickborry 
cordial, ban been answered in a way that 
leaves nothing to bo desired. Rivers of 
blackberry juice have flowed in iiiion the 
Commission from all parts of the country, 
and a more grateful or appropriate or use- 
ful flood, it would be hard to think of. 
Our friends, we trust, however, will bear 
witl\ us p atiently, when we sity tlial we are 
still not satisfled; that though we have had 
blackberries enough, wo are ntiw craving 
for other fruit, or in other words that wo 
now want pciiclies. The season of black- 
berries is ps.st, and the season of ]).-aehes 
is at its height, and we therefiare twg onr 
contributors to turn their attention to the 
latter. They have never been adieuper or 
more plentiful, and there has never been 
a year when they could be tnrneil to better 
oeeount. The army is still in as much want 
of fruit ns ever. It is lending the same life, 
eating the same food, and inciirriug the 
same risks. Rut wo shall save our friend* 
some trouble, and, at present priees of sugar, 
a great deal of expense, by saying tliat we 
do not want cvineit peaches, and we cannot 
do Ijttter than give the reason why, in the 
words of Dr. Voodward, our Sanitary In- 
spector at Nashville: 

You iiKinire what is my opinion ns to the 
value of canned fruits for hosjiitd )>urpo- 
ses. I beg leave to state, so far as my own 
experience goes, they are, as a chiss, Uu 
m‘ift useless supplies that can bi> distribu- 
ted, and, in many cases, absolutely injuri- 
ous. As a rule, the peaches, plums, cher- 
rie.s, Ac., pat up for the market, undergo a 
process of deeompbsition, which, though 
not absolutely fermentative, renders tiiem 
productive of derangements of the stomach 
and bowel*, indnoiug diarrhea and chol- 
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eraie forms of disease. Exteasive inqai- 
ries among surgeons of great experience 
in hu.spituls sliow that they have no confi- 
dence in them as a recuperative diet, and 
that tlieir use depraves the appetite, and 
dc8trf)ys the relish for more simple fare. 

It may seem " a hard saying," but I am 
eonvineed that the demand for them is 
kept up by the patriotic and well meaning 
ladies, who, in the fullness of their benevo- 
lence, wish to give to the sick in hos]>itals 
all the comforts of home, but who lock that 
knowledge of physiological and pathologi- 
cal principles, which would make them safe 
judge.H of what is beneficial or injurious. 

Fresh fruits, in their season, I regard as 
highly salutary, as are also well dried 
fruits, which have been cured without any 
decomposition taking place. Well made 
jellies are valuable, not as food, but drink, 
to mix with water for the sick. Tomatoes, 
well canned, arc very valuable in winter to 
ward off scorbutic disease, and to keep up 
the healthy functions of the liver, but I lie- 
lieve it would be far better if canned fniits 
were entirely prohibited. 

Tostimony of the same kind will be found 
in the letter of Lieut. Colonel tiummers, on 
page l>8'2. 

What wo want is dried peaches. Those 
who have quantities of the fniit which 
they are willing to contribute, can, no doubt, 
readily find willing hands to “store and 
dry ” all they can spare. 

The fruit need not bo preserved witlr 
sugar; in fact, no money need bo ex]>ended 
in its preparation. Lot each individual 
peach bo carefully divided, and the “stone” 
or “pit” taken out. Then the two hidvos 
should bo laid on clean boards, (the top of 
a shed, or lean-to, sloping to the South is a 
capital place,) and permitted to dry thor- 
oughly in the sun, if possible. Or, in wet 
weather, they may bo dried in slightly 
heated ovens, or by the side of the fire- 
place, or stove. In whatever manner tho 
drying is accomplished, it should be thor- 
oughly done — the juices should Ire com- 
pletely dried, as a very slight degree of 
moisture engenders mould, and attracts in- 
sects. 

Too many dried peaches cannot bo sent 
to the army. They are mo-;t valuable in 
the hospitals and for convalescents, as a 
curative agent, and are a gieat treat for 
well men, when there is a surplus sufficient 
to allow them a share.* 

Send on the dried peaches. The children 
will be active and useful agents in preparing 



them, and the older folks, whose stronger 
hands are needed in the harvest-field, need 
give but little of their time to the task. 
Now is the time to do a great and good 
work. The peach crop has seldom been so 
abundant, the surplus seldom so great. 
Now, as a work of humanity, charity and 
patriotism, )pt this surplus be so prepared 
and sent as that the soldiers in tho field 
shall have their full share. 

Send parcels and packages to the nearest 
branch of the Sanitary Commission, or its 
Central Office, No. 823 Broadway, New 
York. 



THE INTERNATIONAL SANITARY CON- 
ORE.SS AT GENEVA. 

A correspondent of the JV«is Vork Eren- 
ing Post transmits the following very inter- 
esting aocouut of tho labors of the Inter- 
national Sanitary Conference, which met 
at Geneva, (Switzerland,) on the 8th of 
August. Our readers are already familiar 
with the movement which led to this Con- 
ference : 

The organization and complete success 
of the United States Sanitary Commission 
have awakened throughout Europe a warm 
and intelligent sympathy, which is likely to 
result in immense benefit to humanity at 
largo. Stimidatcd by the examidf thus 
thrown out in benevolent challenge to the 
world, Jlr. Henry Huuant, of Geneva, whoso 
admirable brochure on the Italian war, 
“ Un Souvenir ile Sol/erino," has made his 
#ame famous in the annals of philanthropy, 
started as early as 18112 a movement look- 
ing to the develoi)ment of similar sanitary 
agencies in Europe. Under hR lead an 
a.ssociation was formed under tho title of 
“ Society of Public Usefulness of Geneva.” 

rRELtXIlNA.Kr MEETIKO. 

A circular was issued on the first of Sep- 
tember, 18G3, by this society, addre.s.scd to 
the several Governments of Eurojm and to 
leading philanthropists, inviting their co- 
operation at an International Conference 
or Convention, and particularly requesting 
the representation of the different Govern- 
ments by delegates, to convene at Geneva, 
on the 2Gth of October, of the same year. 
This preliminary convention was well at- 
tended, nearly all the principal European 
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countries being ably represented. The two 
points which then come specially under 
discussion were, first; the expediency of 
organizing a system of volunteer sanitary 
service, analogous with that in operation in 
the United States; and, second: the pro- 
priety of securing, by mutual treaty be- 
tween the several Governments, the declar- 
ing a.s neutrals, and the consequent mili- 
tary protection in time of war, of all per- 
sou.s and things employed for the succor of 
the wounded. 

After a moat interesting session, in which 
the discussions were marked by great good 
feeling and harmony, the suggestions of the 
Committee of the Geneva Society were 
cordially adopted. On the fourth day of the 
session a series of resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted, embodying distinctly the 
idea of the immediate formation of Sani- 
tary Relief A-ssociations, and detailing the 
proposed plan of their organization and co- 
operation under the direction of the Cen- 
tral Committee at Geneva. The Conven- 
tion decided to append further to these 
resolutions a series of “ recommendations,” 
especially intended to awaken a concordant 
action on the part of the Government of all 
nations. 

RECOMMEKDATIONS. 

These resolutions were couched in the 
following terms: 

1. Let Governments grant their highest 
protection to the Committees of Relief 
which shall be formed, and facilitate as 
much as possible the f ulfilm ent of their 
mission. 

2. Let neutrality be proclaimed in time 
of war, by belligerent nations, for the am- 
bulances and the hospitals, and let it be 
equally admitted in the most complete man- 
ner for the personnel of the sanitary staif, 
for the volunteer aids, lor the country peo- 
ple who go to assist the wounded, and for 
the wounded themselves. 

3. Let a uniform distinctive badge bo 
recognized for the Sanitary Corjis of all 
armies; or at least for all the persons of the 
same army who are attached to such service. 
Let a uniform flag be also adopted for am- 
bulances and hospitals in all countries. 

The action of the Conference excited a 
profound interest throughout Europe. The 
high character and eminent services of 
many who took part in its proceedings were 
a sufficient guaranty of the comi>lete prac- 
ticability of the plans and recommendations 



suggested. A warm response to the appeal 
thiu made was given by many Governments. 

The Emperor of France wrote a letter to 
Mr. Dunant, expressing his “ hearty ap- 
proval of the resolutions and recommenda- 
tions adopted by the Conference.” 

The Emperor of Russia was no less 
prompt in testifying his approval, giving 
immediate authurizatiun to the Grand Duke 
Constantine to assume the direction of an 
Auxiliary Relief Association, under the spe- 
cial patronage of the Emperor and Empress. 

From Prussia, Saxony, Wurtemburg, Den- 
mark, Spain, and several other Govern- 
ments, similar evidences of interest wore 
communicated to the Committee at Geneva, 
and in a very brief period after the final 
adjournment of the Conference, Societies 
and Committees for Sanitary Relief were 
put in practical operation. 

The Swiss Federal Council, wishing to 
give a tangible realization to the important 
recommendations adopted by the Confer- 
ence, issued an official invitation to the 
several Governments of the civilized world, 
inviting them to send delegates to a diplo- 
matic International Congress, to convene at 
Geneva on the 8th of August, 1864, to con- 
sider a project of convention or draft of a 
treaty substantially embodying the points 
recommended by the preliminary confer- 
ence of lost October. In the preparation 
of the “Articles” of this rough draft, the 
special point of volunteer sanitary service 
was omitted, on the ground that this was a 
matter falling more particularly within the 
domain of the domestic attributes of each 
country, and could not, therefore, bo im- 
posed upon Governments in advance by 
any outside dictation. 

THB CONOBXSS. 

The International Congress held its first 
session on the day appointed, in the Hotel 
de Villo of Geneva, and during the past ten 
days has been engaged in an animated dis- 
cussion of the various points of the pro- 
posed draft. To this Congreis none but 
delegates holding officiid credentials from 
the several Governments are admitted. In 
most instances the delegatioirs present sure 
composed of one diplomatic delegate, and 
of one delegate experienced in military, 
medical, or sanitary matters. Some of t lo 
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Governments have accredited their repie- 
seutatives with plenarj powers to sign a 
diplomatic treaty. 

The following is a list of delegates: 

B.vdbn — D r. Steiner, Surgeon-Major, and 
Dr. Volz, Medical Counsellor and Chief of 
the Medical Bureau. 

Belou'M — M r. Aug. Vi.sschers, memVier 
of the Belgian Superior Council of Hygiene 
and Counsellor of the Board of Mines. 

Denuabk — D r. Fenger, Councillor of 
Slate. 

SrAiN — Mr. De Quevedo, Spanish Minis- 
ter at Berne. 

United States — Hon. George G. Fogg, 
Minister Besiileutat Berne, and Charles .1. 
1’ Bowles, E-q., Euro)K-an Agent of the 
United Slates Sanitary Commission, 
a FiiANrE— Mr. Jagersi-hmidt, Sub-Direetor 
in the Department of Foreign Affsii-s; Mr. 
del’reval, Military Inlendaiit, and Dr. Bou- 
dier, Siirgeon-iu-thief of the French Army- 

OiiF.AT Bhitain— Mr. Lsmgmore, Deputy 
Inspeclor-Geuerul and Professor of Sur- 
gery; Dr. Kiitherford, Deputy Inspeetor- 
Generul of Hospitals. 

Hesse— Major Brodriick, Chief of Bat- 
talion on Msjoi -General's Stall'. 

Italy — The Chevaliei Baroflio, Medical 
Chief of Division of the Italian .\imy. 

Holland — Mr. Westenburg, Secretary of 
the Diilch Ls gatiou at Frank ort. 

PoirrvoAL — Dr. Marques, Chief of the 
Sanitary Department of the lVrlugue.se 
Army. 

Piir.SBiA — M. de Kamptz, Prussian Min- 
ister at Berne; Dr. Loi tiler, Surgeon-in- 
Chief of the Fourth .\rniy Corjis of the 
PriLssiau Army; Mr. Hitler, Select Coun- 
sellor to the Prussian War Department. , 

Saxony — Dr. Gunther, Surgeon General 
of the Saxon Army. 

Sweden — M.ijor Slaaf, Attach^ of the 
Swedish Li'gation at Paris. 

SwiTZEBLAND— Gen. Dii'onr, Command- 
er-in Chief of the Swiss .\rray; Mr. Moy- 
iiier. President of the Genevan “Society of 
Public Usefulness;” Dr. Lehmann, Sur- 
geon General of the Swiss Army. 

WfiiTEunEBO -Dr. Hahn. 

Cutemi>oraneously with the Congress 
there h.is been also in session an adjuurued 
meeling of the Conference of last year. 
This body is composed of all persons inte- 
rested in sanitary matters who have been 
invited by the Central Sanitary Committee 
of Geneva. Its sessions have been held in 
the Athenenm, and here has been done the 
main labor of preparing suggestions for tho 
action of the lutemationol Congress. Mr. 
Bowles, who represents in Europe the Unit- 
ed States Sanitary Commission, has done 



much good by setting forth in the Confer- 
ence the extent and scope of the work ac- 
complished in America, and also by the 
distribution of various important |uim- 
phlets, medals and photographs, illustra- 
tive of the American Commission. 

THE THE AT Y. 

The Congrese, after a mutual comparison 
of views among the members, and a dis«’u»- 
sion during six days upon the varioni 
points suggested fur deliberation, conelnd- 
cd upon a protocol of an international 
treaty, which was signed upon the 22d of 
August. This “Convention,” as hnally 
adopted, differs very mneh from the first 
rough draft, prejiared by the Bwiss delega- 
tion as a preliminary basis of delilieration, 
and which has bern pnblislied already in 
the English jouruiUs. The following is a 
translation of the doeument, which rtceiv- 
ed the signatures of the plenipotentiaries 
from Italy, Baden, Belgium, Denimirk, 
Hollaud, Spain, Portugal, France, Pru.ssia, 
Saxony, Wurtemburg and Switzerland: 

CONVENTION FOB THE AMEI.IOKATION OF THE 

CONDITION OF WOUNDED SULDIEIIS OF A8- 

VIES IN THE FIRLp. 

Abticle I. — The ambulances and milita- 
ry bospitiils sliiill be reeoguizi'd as neutral, 
niid IIS such, so lung us they shall lie uecn- 
pied by wounded or invalid soldiers, shall 
lie protected and respi’cted by the lielliger- 
eulH. The neiitralily to cease in ease the 
ambulances or hospitals are guarded by a 
military torcc. 

Aiit. II. — The pcrionnel of tho hospitals 
and umbiilunci'S, ilieludiiig the stuff, the 
sanitary, udministrative and transpuil M r- 
vice of the wounded, and also ehaplains, 
bIiiiU participate iu the benetits of the ucu- 
tiahty so loug as it bhall be exercised, or 
so long as there shall reuiaiu any wounded 
to be collect* d aud succored. 

Aiit. III. — The pensins designated in the 
article preeediug sliiill be at liberty, even 
after the enemy’s occupation, to eoutiiiue 
the exercise of their fuuctious at the hos- 
pital or ambiiluuce to which they are at- 
tached, or to withdraw in order to rejoin 
the corps to which they belong, lu such 
circumstances, when these persons shall 
have ceased to exercise their functions, they 
shall be transferred, under the dir*>etioii of 
the occiip^’iug army, to its outposts. 

Art. 1\. — The materiel of tho military 
lio.si)itals being subject to tho laws of war, 
the jiersoiis attuched to said hospitals bhall 
not he p*'rmittcd, on witlidrawiug, to carry 
with them any articles, except such as form 
part of their personal property. 
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On the contrary, nncler the Bsme circnin- 
staiiree. nn nmbnlnnce J-liall preserve its 
twileriel undisturbed. ( Co/merre son mate- 
riel. ) 

Akt. V. — The country people who shnll 
bring succor to the woiiude<l shall be re- 
speeti’d, and shall remain free from moles- 
tation. The giuierals of belligerent powers 
shall make it their mission to inform the 
inhabitants of the appeal made to their 
generosity, and of the neutrality secured 
to them in consequence. 

Every wounded soldier transjmrted to 
and eared for in any dwelling shall serve as 
a )>rotection to such dnelliug. .Any inhab- 
itmit who shall have rinieived wounded s<d- 
diers into his house, shall be released from 
the obligation to lodge tns>ps, and shall 
also he exempted from paying a portion of 
the contriiiutionsof war that shall lie levied. 

Akt. VI. — The wounded or invalid sol- 
diers shall Ih) collected and cared for, irre- 
spective of their nationality. 

Commanders in chief shall be at liberty 
to transfer soldiers wounded in an engage- 
ment to the enemy’s out|>osts, when tlio 
oircnmstances will permit, and with the 
consent of both parties. 

Those of the wounded who, after treat- 
ment, shall be tleeraed incapable of further 
military service, shall l>e returned to the 
country b) which they belong. The others 
may be likewist- returned on giving parole 
to not take up arms again during the cx)n- 
tinnauce of the war. 

The milibirjf evacuation of hospitals, with 
the personnel in charge, shall be covered by 
an absolute neutrality. 

Art. VII. — A distinctive uniform flag is 
hereby adopted for ambulances, for the 
hospitals, and for their evacuation. it 
must, however, be accompanied in all coses 
by the national flag. 

A badge for the arm shall bo worn by 
the p^sonnel declared neutral, the delivery 
of said badge to be left to the military au- 
thority. 

The flag and the ba>lgo shall boar a red . 
cross on a field of white. 

Aut. VIII. The executive details of the 
prese t convention shall be regulated by 
the c immanders-in chief of the belligeient 
forces, in accordance with the inslnictions 
of tl e r respective govemmenta, and in con- 
formity with the general principles set forth 
in the present convention. 

Art. IX. The high contracting powers 
hereby undertake to communicate the pres- 
ent convention to the other goveruments 
who have not sent plenipotentiaries to the 
International Congress of Geneva, with the 
invitation that they accede to the same; 
and for this end the protocol is left open. 

Art. 10. The present convention shall 
be ratified, and the ratifications shall bo 
exchanged at Berne in three months from 
this date, or earlier if possible. 



Ein-EBrArsuENrs. 

As an evidence of their cordial sympathy 
with the objects proposed to be accomplish- 
ed, the people of Switzerland, and of Ge- 
neva particularly, have siirpa-ssed thi>m- 
selves in the generous civilities which they 
have extended to the members of the Con- 
gress. The Hwiss Federal Council tender- 
ed the compliment of a grand banquet at 
the “Hotel do la Metropole,” and the 
“ Conseil d’Etat ” (the ofllcinl representa- 
tive body of the canton of Geneva,) have 
imitated the example. Mr. Gustavo Moy- 
nier. President of the Geneva International 
Eanitary Committee, (the first sanitary or- 
ganization formed in Europe,) invited the 
members to a “ tea party ” at his villa on 
Monday evening. 

The following evening Colonel Edward 
Favre, aide de camp to the Commander in- 
Chief of the Swiss army, gave a magnificent 
/tie chomptire at his famous country sent 
“Ue In Graugs,” on the Italian aide of the 
Lake of Geneva. It is one of the loveliest 
of the many lovely villas near Geneva, and 
not far from the Villa Diodati, so as.s<iciat- 
ed with the name of Byron. The house, 
which is a model of elegant taste, is enrich- 
ed with a series of capacious rooms, the 
suite on the ground fl or being devoted to 
reception rooms, drawing-rooms, dining- 
rooms, reading-rooms, and library. All of 
these are well stored with fine paintings by 
Calame, original statuary by Canova, ex- 
quisite bronzes and ohjett iTart, and books 
of rarest value in every department of 
knowledge. Through these rooms, most 
brilliantly lighted, poured a stream of grat- 
ified guests all the evening. 

On Thursday evening. Monsieur Theo- 
dore Vernes, one of the millionaires of Ge- 
neva, gave a similar ftte at his villa, 
“Fleur d’Eau," on the French side of the 
lake. A Urge steamer with a fine military 
band was placed at the disposition of the 
invited guests to escort them to the place, 
and to reconvey them to Geneva. As part 
of the decorations at various points of the 
grounds were seen floating the flag propos- 
ed by the International Congress for the 
sanitary service-corps of armies, namely, a 
red Greek cross in the centre of a white 
ground. The whole entertainment waa a 
complete success. 
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The Bcrios of private entertainmente cul- 
minated on Fridaj evening, in a grand /tie 
cliamptire at the villa of Monsieur Francis 
Bartbalony, the celebrated banker of Paris, 
and one of the chief members of the Paris 
Central Sanitary Committee. Descended 
from an old W'aldensu family, M. Barthol- 
ony went originally to Paris a poor lad, 
having to rely on the benevolence of some 
friends to furnish him means to reach 
there. By dint of industry, business tact 
and zeal, he has achieved a very high social 
and financial position, and, with an abund- 
ant fortune, the result of an honorable ca- 
reer, he has devoted himself to the promo- 
tion of every movement of public and pri- 
vate philanthropy. His country seat at 
Sichiron, near Geneva, by the edge of the 
lake, is perhaps only 8nr|)assed by that of 
the Princess Borghcee at Borne, or that of 
the Pallavicini family at Pegle. 

On the day of the fete in question noth- 
ing seemed to have been omitted that could 
add to the happiness of those present. Just 
at sunset a regatta of the crack yachts of 
Oenevo competed for a series of prizes 
offered by the Amphytrion of the occa- 
sion. As the fairy- like vessels started off 
and spread their canvas to the breeze, the 
lake was a perfect picture, the charm of 
which was much heightened by the fine 
view of Mont Blanc, which was tinted over 
with that rare roseate hue, the Alpengliihen, 
which Calame has caught so finely in his 
great picture of Mont Rosa. As the boats 
came back their arrival was greeted with 
cheers. As the twilight ended, the large 
and beautiful trees which form an amphithe- 
atre of a large velvet lawn, closed in on 
either side and open toward the lake, were 
lighted with thousands of variegated spher- 
ical Chinese lanterns. The rows of orange 
trees lining the walks close to the house 
were decorated with what seemed like illu- 
minated oranges. The rustic urns on the 
broad portico were filled with gigantic arti- 
ficial lilies and tulips, all lighted by lumps 
inside; whilst moving to and fro on the 
lake before the grounds were two largo 
steamers, covered from stem to stem with 
festoons of brilliant-colored lanterns, and, 
as they rose and fell with the undulating 
swell of the waves, mode the whole scene 
fairy-like. 



Certaiqly the members of thie Interna- 
tional Congress have reason for congratu- 
lation that they held th ir deliberations in 
BO hospitable an atmosphere; and perhaps 
their success in endeavoring to mitigate 
the horrors of war, may be traced more or 
less to this hospitality and universal sym- 
pathy in their important mission. 

THE AUXILIARY RELIEF CORPa 

Acting Superintendent Sperry reporta, 
August 4: 

The quiet that has prevailed during the 
most of this time — the suspension of active 
operations by the army — has given oppor- 
tunity for that advancement in the organi- 
zation of the Corps, which was im)>osaibIe 
when every energy was strained in the work 
of instant relief to the suffering. 

This work of organizing is now so far 
complete, that wo are able to define with 
exactness the work of the whole Corps, and 
the place and duty of each man in it. 

To this work and to these duties 1 would 
call your attention: first, premising that 
any changes that have been made are rather 
the growth of experience than the result 
of mere theory. 

Accompanying the report will be found 
a plan of the hospitals at this ]>oint. 

This plan shows the divisions and sub- 
divisions of each hospital It, at the same 
time, shows the plan of our own operations, 
since these are dependent upon the genera] 
plan of the whole. 

It will be seen that the whole hospital 
is divided into "Corps Hospitals,” organ - 
.ized with reference to Army Corps, os is 
the usual custom in this Department at 
depot hospitals. Also, we have the usual 
sub divisions into divisions and ward.s, or 
sections. 

In each Corps Hospital we have a relief 
tent, and a complement of men sufficient to 
put one in each ward or section. These 
wards are usually capable of accommo- 
dating one hundred and fifty patients, but 
are rarely full. In this elaltorution of our 
work we bring our agents into direct con- 
tact with every man in the hospital. Very 
soon each agent becomes acquainted with 
every man in his word, knows his condi- 
tion, his wants, finds out the salient points 
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of his character, and often something of 
his history. 

Wlicre the right man is fonnd for the 
work, he soon gains the confidence and 
esteem of those under his charge; and as 
time passes the feeling deepens into friend- 
ship. This is not theory merely, though re- 
sulting naturally from the laws of human 
intercourse, but is the concurrent testi- 
mony of our most reliable and trustworthy 
men. In this connection I beg leave to 
call attention to the report of one of the 
agents of the Corps made to the Superin- 
tendent, July .30, containing many valuable 
hints bearing npon the number, character, 
and work of our Relief Agents. Its author 
is a man of refinement and culture, and of 
holiest aspirations to do the utmost good. 
Three months of constant, self-denying 
toil in his quiet corner, entitle him to be 
beard. I call attention to his statement, 
that “ our personal intercourse vrith the 
men, and possession of their confidence, 
seenre that they ask for nothing but what 
they need, and so indirectly contribute 
largely to the treasury of the Commission." 

So fully do I believe this statement, that 
I have no hesitancy in asserting, that were 
all our men like him, each one would be a 
source of pecuniary profit to the Commis- 
sion, saving from waste, through the care- 
lessness of men and improper requisitions 
by Surgeons, very much more than his sal- 
ary and other expenses would cost. But 
" confidence” must be gained by qualities 
fitted to command it. A large warm-heart- 
edness, with generous culture and good 
common sense, are among the essential 
qualities of a Relief Agent. So much de- 
pends upon the personal character of our 
agents that our success or failure wUl bo 
determined by that alone. Are such men 
difficult to obtain f Then let fewer be 
used, but let the role be, yood men or none. 
» « « « * 

Wliile the organization of the Corps is 
uniform in theory, in practise it adopts 
itself to circumstances. Since a hospital 
takes its tone from the temper of the Sur- 
geon in. charge, so naturally does — must — 
our work. Where the Surgeon U self- 
reUant, methodical, punctilious — " capable 
of running his own hospital t" we agree 
with him, and with a well-stocked tent and 



few men, quietly help him to do it, content 
to see a good hospital, even if the Sanitary 
Commission be informed that it could be 
dispensed with, but is allowed to - stay, 
through a kindly feeling toward the peo- 
ple at home ! Better thus to see a poor 
hospital feebly managed, than hear mur- 
mnrs that the Sanitary Commission acts as 
if its stores were its own and not the peo- 
ple's ! while we pour out lavishly with a 
feeling that we are aiding some unworthy 
Surgeon or steward in his neglect of duty. 
I am glml to say that this latter is rarely 
the case; sometimes it is. Surgeons, os a 
rule, are faithful in the discharge of their 
duties. , Many are among the noble men of 
the profession. We studiously discourage 
faultfinding, an also that other evil fallen 
into by our enthusiastic friends, a belief 
that we do all the work — the Government 
nothing. Our work is supplementary — it 
can 1)0 nothing more. Such exaggerated 
statements falsify facts, and excite the dis- 
trust of Surgeons. 

As the campaign drags on into the sickly 
season, we begin to feel heavily the loss of 
our tried and faithful men. So many have 
gone home sick, that but few who came out 
in May now remain. The remainder will 
soon go by reason of the expiration of their 
term of service. Soon the Corps must be 
filled up with new men. Would it not be 
wise to take this opportunity of securing 
men for a longer term — for the campaign 
or for the war. 

The attention called to the nece.ssity for 
good men should not be construed that wa 
have not had good men in our service. As 
a rule they have been earnest, active and 
successful. To this there have been and 
are exceptions. The living members of the 
Corps must be content to labor on quietly, 
with no reward but the consciousness of 
having done their duty. To the dead let 
us pay a tribute justly deserved. 

Professor H. H. Hadley, of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, came into the service on 
the 30th of June, intending to stay until 
the 15th of September. 

As we came to know him wo forgot th« 
scholar in qnr regard for the man. Laying 
aside for the time his life-work ns student 
and teacher, he consecrated head, heart, 
and hand to the work of alleviating the 
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•ufferiD); with which he new himself snr- 
roundeil. While other men rested he work- 
ed, while others slept he watched, until at 
laat, after two nights of care over desi>erute 
eases of fever, holding his last watch amid 
a cold, dnving storm, he laid down him- 
self to struggle with tSe sn/ii 5 disease. 
Always cheerful, always hopeful, ho did 
not wish to go home. At lost, wh/'n he 
grew worse und it was plain ho could not 
recover here, he was placed on hoard the 
hospital transport Connecticut, to he sent 
home. He died soon after the hoat reached 
the wharf in Washington. 

No truer spirit has ever hud its clay tene- 
ment on the altar of our country. To tho.s/; 
who knew him, his memory will he sacred 
forever. Nor will his death he iu vain, 
unless lofty self-sacrifice has lost its power 
over human hearts. Reijuienmt in pncr 
icarce need he written on his grave, for he 
laid his body down in the spirit of Him 
who said: “He that loses his life for my 
aake the same shall save it." 

I call attention to the accompanying re- 
ports. They are selected from the many 
in this office, simply l/ecause each presents 
some points worthy of your attention. The 
remainder contain only such details as are 
of minor importance. 

THE COLORED HOSPITAIj. 

Three weeks later, August 27, Mr. Sperry 
writes : 

The Colored Hospital was removed Au- 
gust i;Uh to the ground and tents formerly 
nsed for the hospital of the 6th Corps. At 
this time I was assigned to the charge of 
the Sanitary Station connected with it. 

In the confusion incident to the remov- 
al, many of the patients passed, for some 
days, from under the notice of our agents, 
and were only found after a new acquaint- 
ance with the whole hospital had been 
formed. Little or no suflcring, however, 
resulted from the change, while there was 
a positive gain in the superior accommod.i- 
tions acquired. The ntimber in hospital 
was then quite large — about eleven hun- 
dred — hut was soon after reduced nearly to 
its present dimensions, three hundred and 
seventy men. 

Previous to this removal we had no reg- 
ular station in the hospital. Stores were 
issued to the light diet kitchen, and two 



ageuts were at work in the wards, and this 
was deemed sufficient for the existing con- 
dition of the hospital. But the bloody 
disu.ster of the 30th July, and the growing 
importance of the colored branch of the 
service, made it desirable that we should 
have the same representation here as in 
other hospitals. This is now the case. We 
have stores, tents, and mess arrangementa 
capable to meet any exigencies that may 
arise. 

The relatione existing in this hospital 
between the agents of the Commission and 
the surgeons are very satisfactory. The 
Surgeon in charge is a man of character, 
and does not attempt to use his authority 
for the advancement of hia own interesta 
at the expense of the Commission. All ar- 
ticles of diet are issued directly to the light 
diet kitchen, and thence to the patients; 
and such are our relations with the noble- 
hearted woman in charge of the kitchen, 
that nothieg remains to be desired, i>erfect 
sympathy and co-operation l>eing the es- 
tahlisheJ rule. 

All issues of liquors are made by our own 
agents. The Surgeons’ orders for stimu- 
lants are sent to us each day, and the pa- 
tients are sup|>li< d by our own bands or 
under our personal supervision. The fact 
is, that too few, rather than too many, are 
u|H>n these surgeons' lists. At this station, 
at least, the charge that “the doctors drink 
all the liquor,” must be false, for they get 
none of it to drink! In making milk punch, 
the milk and whisky are drawn from the 
Dispensary, but it is my conviction that 
wo had better furnish our own liquor, using 
Qovernment milk. My recent experience 
with Oovemment whisky has caused this 
reversal of judgment Perhaps it is not 
always of its present “ blue ruin ” qual- 
ity. The whole question of tlie liquor, sup- 
ply is at present one of quality rather than 
quantity. Shall we substitute a goml arti- 
cle for a j/oor? Whisky and brandy, (usu- 
ally eery bait,) are to he had at the Medical 
Purveyor’s in sufficient quantity. We 
should, I think, be able always to supply 
an article of undoubted quality to all se- 
vere coses, leaving others to be cared for 
by the surgeona 

The total amount of our issues is small, 
compared with the earlier part of the oam- 



Digiiltovi uy vjv/Ogle 




681 



Tne Sanitary Commissum BvBetin. 



p:ii}{U. Thu terrible exigencies «uf that 
time are past. Ni> such deetitation is (oand 
among the soldiers, and the Government 
supply is ample. Doubtless some issnes 
are still ma le unnecessarily, yet most such 
are to be referred to the difficulty inherent 
in any system of charitable supply, and can 
only be reduced to a minimum by care and 
experience in giving. 

Gooil men in the wards are always need- 
ed; especially is that the case here. Most 
nurses, among soldiers, are deficient in the 
higher qualities of tact, patience, and 
w^rm heartetl sympathy — with, of course, 
noble exceptions. Colored nnrses add to 
these deficiencies the greater one of a lack 
of soldierly fellow-feeling for their sick and 
wounded comrades. It seems a general 
fm-t that colored j>eople are cruel toward 
each other. A white soldier sees in a suf- 
fering soldier a “ partner ” in distress. The 
word “ partner " is not in a negro soldier's 
vocabulary I In these the barbarism of 
heathen ism has been replaced by a barbar- 
ism of civilization, but little more refined 
and scarcely less cruel. The one positive, 
and seeking victims; the other negative, 
and neglecting its victims. As our denial 
of a common humanity to slaves has taught 
them inhumanity to each other, so we need 
to teach them by loqg years of example, 
perhaps, that os free men they can claim a 
common human nature only by being hu- 
mane. In our work as “Sanitary men,” 
we need a full comprehension of this part 
of their nature, that while we may detest 
their vices, we may remember that they 
are very much what we have made them 
be. 'Ihe same spirit that is allowed full 
play in a charge that gives no quarter, 
must needs sometimes appear when no 
such terrible necessity calls it forth. 

From the agent’s reports referred to by 
Mr. Sperry, we select the following: 

Mr. Orris. 

30 . 

The nature and extent of my work are os 
when I last reported. Chiefly sick, not 
wouniled, are those on whom I wait. The 
length of time they have been here has fur- 
nished me an opportunity of becoming 

uitu intimately acquainted with them all. 

he interest which frequent intercourse 
and personal acquaintance with each has 
awakened on their behalf, lends wings to our 
efforts and fervor to our prayers for their 



restoration. As I stated a few week.s ago, 
our personal intercoiirs)' with the men and 
possession of thi ir confideuce, secure that 
thev ask for nothing but what they need, 
an J BO indirectly contribute largely to the 
treasury of the Commission. Where there 
are thousands of sufferers who rmmin but 
a short time, this saving of our funds, this 
indirect rontribntion to our treasury, could 
bo s«-cured by multiplying the number of 
our Sanitary Agents. For the agents being 
ipore in number, and being each assigned 
to fewer wards, could visit the sufferers 
more frequently in a less space of time, 
form their personal acquaintance, gain their 
confidence, learn their actual wants, guard 
against the tricks and selfishneas of the 
nurses, and so secure to the Commission 
all the benefits that a fewer niiiul>er of 
agents among an ordinary number of more 
permanent patients noiild secure. 

This multiplication of agents fur hospi- 
tals burdened and groaning with transient 
sufferers, would also result in a multiplica- 
tion of ministrations and benefits to both 
the bodies and minds of the sufferers them- 
selves. And yet the utility of such a multi- 
plication of agents, would justly be brought 
into question. For if there he agents 
enough to do all the service that may bo 
done when the ground is blotted out with 
sick and wounded men, there will, if arith- 
metic is true, be supemumariet when on a 
sudden a largo proportion of sick and 
wounded are taken away. So (hat what 
a multiplicity of agents would save the 
Commission, throng personal acquaint- 
ance, etc., with the patients and nurses, 
and what additional benefits they would 
confer on the patients and nurses them- 
selves, might in the end be counterbalanced 
by the additional cost of these multiplied 
agents, the consequent diminution of the 
treasury, and therefore of the supplies for 
future sick and wounded. 

• • • • • 

As ever, I am persuaded of the broad and 
mighty work the Commission are accom- 
plishing. Like every work for immortality, 
it is largely silent and unknown. In that 
lanil where the wars of time shall have 
ielded to eternal peace, and where the in- 
abitant never says, I am sick, the extent 
of our work will be known. 

• * » * * 

AngiutO. 

I have nothing to say in regard to my 
work, except that recently it has been too 
great for my powers of endurance. 

It is known that all we have, except arti- 
cles of food, we distribute to the soldiers 
personally in the wards. I have found it 
discreet to distribute but one tbiug at a 
time in order through the words in which I 
wait. I have also found it profitable to 
slate to the soldiers in the wards and flies, 
the modes of our operations, the deUcate 
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nature of our duties, the f^ouuds on which 
wo have to exercise discriminating' judf^- 
znents; the grounds on which we have to 
say yes to one man, and no to another. 
With such an explanation, kindly and )dea.s- 
antly minlc, a no imparts as great satisfac- 
tion, as a yes without it. It also convinces 
the convalescents of the impropriety and 
inutility of their flockfng to our tent and 
troubling our storekeeper there. 

* * • * • 

Mb. J. Y. Peek. 

Jufy 18. 

As nn \(?ent of the Commission and work- 
ing under your supervision, it is not neces- 
sary that I sliould render n detailed report 
of the manner in which its stores are dis- 
tributed, nor need I refer to their great 
abundance and adaptability to the necessi- 
ties and comfort of the putients. Permit 
me, however, to say, that during an experi- 
ence of two years in the field and general 
hos]>itals, I never saw either sick or wound- 
ed soldiers ns favorably situated as they 
are here. Sometimes I find some who are 
anxious to get to Washiiigtou, but know- 
ing tlie unsanitary condition of said city, 
and the worth of pure air, I have in all 
such eases endeavoretl to persuade them to 
be content to remain here, and I have suc- 
ceeded in almost all instances in convincing 
them that they are better oflf here than they 
would he there. 

Tlio work of personal relief, as day after 
day has pas-sed, has been well done, and if 
the ])resent facilities but continue, there 
need be no fears for the future. How much 
good the liberal, palpable sympathy of 
the loyal North has oocomplishod hero ! 
Through it we liave been enabled to dis- 
tribiunte mnlerial aid, together with cheer- 
ing words. 

Sir, we “ working men.” find that ws are 
quite contented, and even happy at our 
work. The sudden flush of gnititnde, the 
quick, grateful glances of eyes that trill 
speak, though the tongue may be silent. 
We treasure them up. They are not to bo 
found in the cirilired conventional world. 

You have given ns home comforts as our 
aim. We are nimrer to that aim than may 
be imagined. With the exception of the 
familiar faces and oasociations, it is goner- 
bUv already attained. 

I have seen no State Agent at work, but 
have met delegates of the Christian Com- 
mission when they were holding religions 
gervices in tho tents. 



KANSAS. 

Several letters from Mr. Brown, at Lea- 
venworth, tell of great antfering and desti- 
tution in his district. Crowds of refugees 
flock into the neighborhoml, and almost all 
of them are helpless, inefficient, and uttor- 



Iv dependent ni>oii 'charity. These, in ad- 
(fition to the patients in hospitals, over- 
whelm him with demands for assistance. 
Supplies have reached him from Cleveland, 
Chicago, and St. Louis, and others are on 
the way. These, Mr. Brown says, “ are 
sent ont to the hospitals as soon as trans- 
]H>rtation can be procured. The want of 
transportation is the great obstacle in the 
way of rendering speedy relief to the sick 
in difitant hospitals. I would keep a team 
moving constantly, but there is now no 
safety in sending goods without an escort 
I improve every op])ortunity that is safe to 
forward supplies to the outposts, but I am 
not able to fill all requisitions. I hare 
another good invoice from Chicago, with a 
very kind letter — goods not yet arrived. I 
have one Refugee and Soldiers' Home start- 
ed — have two very good buildings leased. 
Freedmen’s Department filling up fast.” 



TESTIMONY OF LIEUT. COL SUMMERS, 
MEDICAL INSPECTOR U. S. A. 

Msuram, Tsss.. Auffiut 34, 18S4. 
Pa. L. Lxini Coxx, IT. S. Sanilaty Intpedor 
fir tht Vallry rf Uu Miss, : 

Dear Sib — In reply to your request, ask- 
ing what my observations had been in my 
tours of inspection regarding the distrilm- 
tion and use made of the "people's” gifts 
through tho Sanitary Commiasion, I toko 
pleasure in stating that I have almost al- 
ways fonnd more or less, and generally a 
liberal supply of them in the General Hos- 
pitals of this city, and in those at Vicks- 
burg and Natchez, as well as the Regimen- 
tal Hospitals (in the camps) at the two lat- 
ter places. 

With the occasional exception, which 
occurs in camps, they invariably reach 
their proper destination, and are consumed 
by those for whom they ore intended. I 
take pleasure in making this statement, for 
the reason that the impression has been 
made to a very considerable extent, that 
the medical officers on duty in General 
Hospitals get and consume the lion's share 
of them. I knotc that this is not the case 
where I have inspected, for the ofiBcers 
board out in the cities, and the exception 
is only where the Hoapital is isolated and 
at a distance from snch accommodations. 

Pardon me for the introduction in this 
note of an opinion X entertain regarding 
canned fruits generally. I do not think 
that they are so healthful or well adapted 
loT the tick oa those that have been dried. 
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The preparation of the latter for table use 
is very simple, anJ can almost always be 
done without difficulty. There is a very 
great loss in the canned, and not unfre- 
qucntly the contents are damaged to some 
extent, which is not discovered by our or- 
my cooks, and it has a very bad effect on 
those who oat of it. 

The anti-scorbutics have been a special 
boon. The amount of fresh vegetables, 
more particularly potatoes, have been the 
means, together with those furnished by 
the Commissary Department of the Army, 
of saving the lives of vast numbers, and 
keeping up a good sanitary condition of 
the troops. The ratio of sickness and per 
centage of mortality has been materially 
diminished, falling far short of that which 
took place last year during the correspond- 
ing mouths of March, April, May, June, 
and July. This is to be a.scribed, in some 
degree, to the officirs and men having 
learned the better how to take care of 
themselves. * * * 

I am Doctor, yours very respectfully, 
JnO. E. SCMHEILS, 
Med. I rupee. U. S. A. 

REALLY OLD LINE.V. 

The New Haven Auxiliary Society writes: 

" We have a contribution of some ontediln- 
viau linen, with the following history. I send 
it thinking it may be made an item. 

"The linen sheet made into two. marked 
I‘E. lalonged to Jehoaaphat and Elizabeth 
Ktarr. He was established in business in Guil- 
ford, 1732; they were married in 1734. She 
was daughter of Haggles, one of the early eler- 
gyoien of this old town, and the sheet must be 
130 years old. Two of these old family treas- 
ures descended to Mr. Henry B. Starr. One he 
gave me a year ago, and a few days since 
brought mo the pair of linen pillow-cases and 
this old sheeL” 

WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 

AT NA8HVTLI,E. 

Mr. Root reports, July 30; 

At the commencement of the present 
campaign of the Army of the Cumberland, 
we had in store at this place, about three 
thousand barrels of vegetables, consisting 
of potatoes, kraut, and pickles; also, a 
large stock of condensed milk, whisky, 
condensed beef and fruits, besides shirts, 
drawers, sheets, pillows, and pillow-slips, 
rags and bandages. 

These stores bod been accumulated by 



request of Oen. Sherman, for the use of 
the army when the campaign should open. 
Every facility necessary for the rapid trans- 
portation of the goods to the front has been 
furnished by the Government. 

In addition to this stock, then on hand, 
large supplies have since been continually 
coming forward from Louisville, at the rate 
of one hundred tons per week, and have 
been shipped to Chattanooga as fast as re- 
ceived. There has been no complaint on 
the subject of transportation, since the 
army commenced its march. The Govern- 
ment has fully anticipated and provided 
for the wants of the campaign; three thou- 
sand cars are now daily running between 
Nashville and the front, and army stores 
of all descriptions and sanitary stores find 
an easy transit to the scene of couflict and 
suffering. 

In order that the sanitary stores might 
be distributed where they were most need- 
etl, and where they would Irest answer the 
ends for which the Commission was insti- 
tuted, I conferred at the opening of the 
campaign with the Medical Dirt>ctor, and 
the Medical Purveyor and the Post Com- 
missary at this place, as to the coarse best 
to be pursued. The sick and wounded that 
had been previously patients in the hospi- 
tals at Chattanooga and other points be- 
yond this, were in May transferred to this 
place, and to hospitals farther North; cre- 
ating while in trnruitu an increased de- 
mand for sanitary supplies here; and this 
demand was largely increased, as soon as 
the wounded from the battles of the cam- 
paign began to arrive. 

A large Corps of Sanitary Agents hod 
gone to the front, in May, and were keep- 
ing pace with the progress of the army. 

These agents were sending back daily 
the most urgent requests to hurry forward 
supplies to them. Under these cireum- 
stanccs, how could all the wants of the sick 
and wounded soldiers in General Hospital, 
here and at the front, be met? To this 
inquiry I gave the most careful attention. 
The Medical Director, the Medical Pur- 
veyor and Post C mmissary, advised me 
that sanitary stores were needed more at 
the front than at any other place; that all 
the general hospitals were supplied by 
Government with everything actually ne- 
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cesfiary; that at the front, where the storm 
of battle was actually raging, exigencies 
were coutinually arising, beyond the organ- 
ized moans of tlie Government to provide 
for; ami that there^ at or near the field of 
battle, wjis the appropriate sphere for the 
Sanitary CommiHston to discharge its hu- 
mane duties of love and mercy. 

Dr. Cleudenin, the Medical Director, 
clearly di‘finod to me the duties of Surgeons 
in charge of hospitals, and pointed out the 
manner in w’hich they could and should 
provide with whatever is necessary for their 
patients from the Guvernment; and in con- 
nection with the subject, he furnished me 
with the following written orders, which I 
deem* d of sufBeient importance to have 
prinbul for the information of our own 
agents: 

Oktice Asst. Med. Dib.. I). C, 
Nasuville, June 15, IHCh 

CIBCULAR, 

The attention of Mt^lical Oifieers is re- 
spectfully directed to circular No. 5, Sur- 
geon -GeneriirH Office. April 13, 18453. viz.: 
The »S«*nior Medical Officer of hospitals, 
regiments, posts, or detached commands, 
will make their requisitions for medical und 
hospital supplies upon the Medical Director 
whom they may be serving. 

• « * « * 

It is not the design of the Sanitary Com- 
mi-'ision to perform the duties wliich beloug 
to the oflujers of the Medical Department, 
nor to furnish those medical sttires which 
ordinarily are supplied by this Depart- 
ment, when properly asked for, or when 
needed. 

» • » » » 

The supplies of the Sanitary Commission, 
then, will not be drawn nj>on by Medical 
Officers to meet the current expenditures of 
their hospitals; and Medical Officers who, 
previous to the issue of this circular, have 
been in the habit of asking, without the 
necessity, for these gratuitous issues, are 
believed to have done so through ignorance 
of the prop^-r means of obtaining their hos- 
pital stores, nr prompted by the desire to 
clear themselves from a responsibility to 
which they would be held by this Bureau, 
for culpable negligence in the use and waste 
of supplies received from the regular pur- 
veying officers of the Medical Dei)artment. 
« « * * • 



(Signed,) 
W. Clekdevin, 



W, A. Hammond, 

Su'gtTH-Gfnerat. 



8t^rg«<m U. 8. V,, A$$i, Af«v(. Di'.t 

Dtpartmml ^ tkt CuMfreWaiid. 



Officx Aiwt. Mkd. Dul, I 
Nisnnuje, Jane 15, 18C4. ) 

ctBcnun. 

Tlie following inatructione are again for- 
niblied for the information of “ Surgeons 
in cliarge,” who are charged with the faith- 
ful execution of the same: 

All ieauea of clothing made to pstienia ia 
hospital, ahould be noted on the deacriptive 
rolla of the man receiTing the clothing. 

In cuacH where no deacriptive roll has 
been fnrniahed b; the company command- 
ers, the clutbing needed abould l>e iaaued 
nt once., and aneh isaiiea noted on a partial 
descriptive roll. Thia partial roll should 
l>c made out by the Snrgeon in charge, 
giving the name, rank, reputed company, 
regiment, age, height, complexion, color of 
pyea, hair, and such other facta as may l>e 
o\>tain:>blo at the time, and which would 
assist in a legal identiheation of the 
name. 

If a full deacriptive roll ahould be re- 
ct-ived from the company commander be- 
fore the man 1enve.s the hospital, all iaaiies 
mode to liira ahould be noted on this roll, 
and the partial deacriptive roll ahoold be 
destroyed at once. 

It has been officially reported to thia 
office, that a number of sick and wounded 
men have been transferred from hospitals 
in Nashville to Louisville, Ky., withoat 
any other clothing than drawers and shirts. 
It is hni>ed, that under no circnmatances 
will “ Surgeons in charge” again permit 
any man to b « sent ont in aiicli condition. 
The Govem nent has made liberal pre- 
vision for issuing clothing to troops, es- 
pecially to men in hospitals; consequently, 
there can bo no exenso whatever for sol- 
diers of the United States Army being 
sent out of hospital without clothing, in a 
half nude state. 

(Signed,) W. Clskdentn, 

Sorgm V. S. r., Aut. Mtd. Dir., 

I>tpartmeni<ifUie CumUrlamd, 

As the work of the Oommiaeion ia sup- 
plemental to that of the Government, we 
have been governed by these orders, (in 
the distribution of onr stores,) wherever 
general hospitals have been established, 
and the Government boa bod sufficient 
time to supply them with their full com- 
plement of hospital stores. 

ThU has been our general rule, subject 
to such exceptions as tlie necessities of the 
case often required. When Government 
supplies can be hod, and sufficient time 
afforded to reach them through author- 
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ized chanDelii, tbo dititribution of sanitary 
stores is unnecessary. In tbe transfer of 
patients from one buspitul to another, suf- 
ficient time is nut always given to supply j 
patients with necessary clutbing, tlirougb 
tbe establisbed army regulations. In sucb 
coses tbe Sanitary Commission comes to 
the relief of tbe needy. Individual appli- 
catious fur relief have been always disposed 
of according to the wants of the applicant, 
where those other wants cannot properly 
be relieved. 

Confining our distributions in general 
hospitals to the above order 6l tho Medi- 
cal Director, we have been enabled to 
send to the front, a much larger amount 
of supplies, than otherwise have been done; 
at tho same time, the aid rendcnnl by the 
Commi-s-sion here to hospitals, to indi- 
vidual Bohliers, to ]>arta of regiments on 
detached duty, and to regiments guarding 
the intli'uad and river, between Nashville 
and Chattanooga, hiu been constant and 
of very considerable magnitude. We Have 
always endeavored to regulate onr distri- 
butions by the comparative wants and ne- 
cessities of the diflerent jrarts of the field 
to be supplied. I do nut know that tho 
work could have been better done than it 
has beou. 

For a more particular statement of tho 
relation that the Sanitary Commission bears 
to geiiend hospitals, I refer you to the 
communication of Dr. Woodward, drawn 
up by uy request, to accompany this re- 
port. 

About the time that wounded soldiers 
began to arrive in considerable numbers 
from the front, application was made lo 
me by Surgeons and other Government 
oflirera, to have special relief, in the form 
of refreshment, provided for them at Chat- 
tanooga Depot, in Nashville, and -at Do- 
cherd Station, about half-way between 
Na.shville and Chattanooga. I thought it 
highly proper for the Commission to com- 
ply with this request. An agent, with your 
approbation, was sent to Di-eherd, with 
the nece.ssary supplies to establish a “ Sol- 
diers’ Kest" there; and for several weeks 
past, all sick and wounded soldiers passing 
from the front to Nashville, have been sup- 
plied at Decherd with cofTee, tea, beef 
soup, lemonade, milk punch, crackers and 



brea<l, and have received such other atten- 
tion as was necessary. 

At first, a large numlmr of the wounded 
came from the front in box-cars, and when 
they arrived in Nashville, they frequently 
hod to wait, in an exhausted condition, 
from one to three hours, before they could 
be transferred to hosp tals. I visiteil them 
os they came in, and saw them lying on the 
bottom of the cars, weary, hiingry, thirsty, 
and siiQ'ering from their wounds. 

I made arrangements immediately for 
supplying them with milk punch, cooled 
with ice, and with soft crackers. 

This was refreshing to them, and those 
that looked on and heard their expressions 
of satisfaction and gratitude, wen- often 
aflected to tears. This was a good work; 
but for the la-st month hospital cars, fur- 
nished with every eomfort necessary for 
wounded men, have been provided for 
transferring wounded soldiers from the 
front to Nashville, and tho necessity for 
our upplying them at Chathunatga Depot 
no longer exists. The " Soldiers' Host” 
at Deelierd is still in operation, under the 
care of Dr. Hillman, and from five hundred 
to a thousand soldiers a week, are there 
kindly cared for. 

1 think pro{>er in this communication to 
call your attention to the great amount of 
work for soldiers, done at the " Soldiers’ 
Home” in Nashville, under tho elficient 
management of Ca[)t. Biayton. 

Hospilid visiting has been faithfidly at- 
tended to by Rev. Mr. Ingraham, and in 
addition to his other duties, he has oQi- 
ciateil os Chaplain on Sunday, in tbe 
“ Soldiers’ Home.” I have also myself 
visited the hospitids os often as a proper 
attention to my other duties would jicrmit. 
I have endeavored to keep myself acquaint- 
ed with their wants, necessities and general 
condition, and to supply them to the ex- 
tent of our means and obligation. 

The number of patients in them, since 
tho opening of the campaign, has greatly 
increased. They are much in want of veg- 
etables, which the market here eaunot sup- 
ply, and of rags for the dressing of wounds, 
which the Government heretofore has not 
attempted to supply. Rags are not on the 
supply-table of the Medical Pui-veyor. 

That you may be made acquainted fully 
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■with the statistics and general condition of 
the hospitals in Nashville, at the present 
date, I have requested Dr. WtHslward to ■visit 
them and furnish mo with such statistics, 
and the results of his observation in the 
same. 

This he has done. His great experience 
ns an Army Surgeon, gives additional value 
to his sbitemeuts and suggestions. I here- 
with inclose his communication to me on 
this subject, ns a part of this rejKjrt. 

For further particulars, I refer you to 
the reports of Mr. Uobinson, Mr. Ingra- 
ham and Captain Brayton, in their several 
departments. 

DECHEKD, TENSE.SSEE. 

Dr. Hillman ■writes, August 15: 

There is probably in no other institution 
a more gratifying situation than the office 
I occiijiy at prc.sent, in hiking care of the 
sick and wounded. Having had, for a long 
time, nothing but “hard tack," the poor, 
exhausted patient's face smiles over the 
rich beef soup which is offered to him. 
The ■wounded, sun-burnt hero, asking for 
water to fill his empty canteen, and being 
told to wait a minute, is astonished at get- 
ting milk punch, something to eat, and a 
fresh dressing for his wounds, in addition 
to the canteen of water; he ■will look at 
you in dumb wonder, but the moistened 
oye. is eloquent where the tongue falters and 
fails. It need Holmes’s pen or Darley's 
pencil to do justice to the scenes that are 
common under my eye. Tell that pale 
man, who has been lingering for a long 
time w^ith a disease contracted in the ser- 
vice of his country — U'll him the best med- 
icine you can administer is found in the 
word “ Home,” with all that it suggests of 
affection, comfort, and repose, and the 
wan countenance brightens at once, the 
jolting of the car is no longer felt, the heat 
of the long day is forgotten, and the hard 
box-car is pillowed with the sweetest imag- 
inations. There is too much noise and too 
much bustle at the dcjiarture of the train, 
for many words of farewell from my i>a- 
tieuts, newly found and os quickly chang- 
ing, but I cannot forget their faces radiant 
with a voiceless gratitude. 

A few days ago, a train, with but one 
wounded man on board, stopped at the 



station the usual twenty-five minutes, and 
I was thus allowed to give him undivided 
attention. He had been badly wounded at 
the ankle joint by a bomb-shell. I dressed 
bis wound, gave him a pillow to rest his 
foot on, fed and refreshed him; he was 
trying to thank me, but the words were 
choked with tears. After be left, I was 
surprised to hear that he was a Confederate 
soldier. Will this man remain a, rebel? 
Will he have a chance of visiting Belle 
Isle ? 

Once in a while very amusing incidents 
happen. There is but one step from the 
tragic, as well as the sublime, to the ridicu- 
lous. I am often obliged to use disinfect- 
ants for severe and offensive wonnds, and 
have a solution in a vrine bottle, still wear- 
ing the attractive, gilded label, “ Bordeaux, 
St. Julien, Medoc." While I was busily 
engaged the other day ■with my work, the 
bottle close at hand, it had proved too 
strong a temptation to a soldier lying near, 
and, when my back was turned, he hurried- 
ly gulped down a generous swallow. You 
can imagine the sneezing, coughing, retch- 
ing, and thorough disgust which betrayed, 
at the same time, the sly theft and his fear- 
ful disappointment, much to the amuse- 
ment of all present. 

The ice-house is completed. No ice has 
been received in quantity, but, through 
the kindess of Dr. Hazen, I get small sup- 
plies from his hospital train. 

In regard to telegrams I am happy to say 
that they have been regularly received, 
save only when interrupted by the thunder- 
storms along the line through the moun- 
tafUs. But as nurses take turns in watch- 
ing at night, I have been x>rci>ared in all 
cases of night arrivals. 

The numberot patients fed and attended 
to at this station, from August 3d to the 
15th, is eleven hundred and eighty-nine. I 
select from my memorandum the details 
descriptive of a single day: 

August 15. — Train No. 8, in two sections, 
arrived 2.30 A. M. First section had one 
hundred and forty-seven patients; fed them, 
anil dressed wounds for eleven privates and 
two officers. Second section had seventy- 
five patients; found one Frenchman and 
thirty-nine Germans. They were glad to 
be addressed each in his native tongue. 
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Train No. 5, arrived before time, at 2^4 
P. M., with twelve patienta; fed them, 
and gave morphine to one man in great 
pain. 

Train No. 6, arrived at 01^ P. M. ; hod 
twenty-flve patienta; gave them coffee and 
milk punch; adminiatered aoporifica. Total, 
two hundred and fifty-nine patienta on Au- 
guat 1.5 th. 

To Mr. Hoot I have written for supplies 
needed here, and expect to receive them 
soon. 

nospiTAii vianixo. 

Mr. Ingraham writes from Nashville, 
August 0: 

The last week has been filled with its 
continuous round of daily duties, some 
great, some small Not a little time has 
been occupied iu answering letters from 
friends of sick or wounded soldiers. Every 
mail brings some — each eloquent in the 
entreaty that the Hospital Visitor will look 
up the beloved husband or son or brother — 
see their condition, attend to their wants — 
see if they can get a sick furlough, or be 
tran.sforrcd to some hospital nearer home, 
and where their frienila can meet them. 
All of these letters require an answer, 
sometimes two or three letters in reply, 
beaidi>s a great deal of time and labor sjient 
in searching out the case. Let me give an 
instance : 

A few days ago a letter was received 
roipicsting information of Hiram McFree- 
niun, who was known to have been brought 
to Nashville very sick— but a long time had 
elapsed, no letters to him were answered, 
and whether ho was alive or dead his 
friends could not learn. They wrote to 
the Hospital Visitor. He took the letter 
and went to the office of the Medical IJi- 
reetor, where the record of all ho.spital 
I>atients is kept, and began his search over 
the long pages, scanning every one of the 
hundreds of name.s. But no such name 
appeared. He then went backwards over 
the ILst, but page after page was examined 
until his back and fingers ached, but cer- 
tainly no such name was there. Ho looked 
at the letter again, and there was strong 
evidence that such a person hod been in 
hospital in Nashville. 

What next was to be done but to visit the 



hospitals themselves, and look at their 
books, for sometimes mistakes arc made, 
even at the Medical Director's. So the 
nearest hospital was visited, and an hour 
exhausted, but no such name was there. 
Then a long, hot walk, and the books of 
another examined, but with os little suc- 
cess. Then another long walk, and a third 
hospital record investigated, but with like 
result. Tired out and heated, the thing 
was given up for that day. Upon the next 
(two more letters with aimilar inquiries 
having come iu the interval,) he starts upon 
a two mile walk, for no ambulance could 
be had, to the largest hospital. 

Here, also, pages of names, reaching 
weeks and months back, are carefully pored 
over, but without success. He is about to 
give it up, when a thought suddenly strikes 
him. Ho then begins a search for Hiram 
M. Foreman, and finds the name, and 
on inquiry learns that ho is the very man 
he wants, but that his name has been mis- 
si>elt, and then ho learns that the young 
man has entirely recovered, and that ha 
left the hospital the dfjy hefore to Join his 
reijiSneiit ! 

This may be considered a rare case, but 
yet not altogether os uncommon os we could 
wish. At best, it requires much time to 
find the parties, investigate their condi- 
tion, tallc with them, see their Surgeons 
about them, %rito to their friend.s, and 
keep up the interest and communication 
until they recover or are removed. 

With one exception the hospitals are all 
in good condition. Wo trust that kindly 
influences brought to bear upon that will 
soon make it no longer an exception. 

I have heretofore omitted to report what, 
l>erhaps, I should have done, viz. : my vol- 
untary services as Chaplain in hospibds. I 
do not mean the occasional bed-side services 
which are continually occurring, but those 
of a more regular character. There are 
faithful Chaplains here, and some who go 
beyond their strength. But there are, 
nevertheless, hospitals which, from some 
cause, seem to bo quite destitute of the 
regular and constant services of a Chap- 
lain. 

All of the hospitals are frequently visited 
by clerical tract and book distributors, 
and who occasionally hold religions ser- 
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Ticpn. But these gentlemen are g'^neriJIy 
on short vacations from their own parishes 
in the North; the; natnrall; desire to go 
ovrr as much ground as possible in the 
given time, and therefore, any good impres- 
sion that one or two visits to a hospital may 
make, is generally lost for want of repeti- 
tion and following np. Or else the kindly 
imprcHsion of perhaps one eicellent and 
cxperieneed Visitor is driven away by the 
succession of now faces and voices. 

What is needed, in I think the most of 
onr hospitals, is a sufficient number of faith- 
ful msiilent Chaplains; gentlemen selected 
tor their eiperienoe, wisdom and devotion 
to the cause. The Chaplain should know 
personally almost every man in the hospi- 
tal, or if the hospital be too large, then he 
should have one or more assistants. He 
should visit once or twice each day every 
case inviting peculiar sympathy, for coun- 
sel, coiiHolation, and prayer. He should 
know how to approach men with judgment 
and discretion, so as not to repel but to 
draw tln-m; not to shut up their hc.arts but 
to open them ; not to kill but in every sense 
to cure. 

A good Surgeon knows well the value of 
such a spiritual assistant. He should also 
know what kind of religious reading each 
man should have, and he should have the 
nutliority and control over the distribution 
of it. He shoukl not permit that indis- 
criminate tract and book distribution, which 
gives a tract on dancing to a man who has 
lost his leg, or a book on “ The lOaM fo 
Cwif,” to some poor, broken, and contrite 
heart, that needs binding up with the 
gentlest hand. In a word, his hospital 
should be his parish. It would take but a 
little time for such a man to gain the con- 
fidence of his patients, and to have access 
to their heart of hearts. 

Some of such men have visited our hos- 
pitals, and have, in barely one conversa- 
tion, gained the confidence of many who 
longed for their return. But alas, they 
were of the /leripu/efic order; they had made 
a good impression, but were siid.lenly gone 
to return no more, and the poor disappoint- 
ed, discouraged sick man, after listening 
long in vain for the retuniing footsteps of 
that friendly voice, turns his face to the 
wall, refuses to listen to the succession of 



new voices and fares that flit past, or stop 
a moment before him, and shuts np his 
heart in despair. 

1 will not enter npon the statistics of 
Chaplaincy, nor the mode of appointment, 
neither the method of remedy; but having 
touched upon a nanitnry desideratum here 
— “ sanitary” in its fullest sense — will go 
on to report, that in one of these ho-ipitals, 
where there are five hundred patients, 
there iiaving been no kind of religious ser- 
vice, I was told, fur two months — no one 
to bury the dead, or administer at the beil- 
side of the dying — at the earnest solicita- 
tion of the patients, I volunteered to give 
them as much of my time ns I could s|>are. 
This at once involved Sunday services, and 
as the patients were mostly couQued to 
their beds, a service was required iu each 
ward, there being six in all. This, in a<l- 
ditioD to a service in the Refugee Barraeks, 
has been kept tip for about three m> nths, 
iu addition to occasional week-ilay visiting. 
This has, at last, however, proved too ui'ich 
for my strength. And ns of late, I have, 
by request, uudortakou regular Sunday ser- 
vices at the Soldiers' Home, the ho.spiiaI 
services have V>een reluctantly given up. On 
yesterday, however, it being the n.ifion d 
fast d.iy, I hell! services, by special reque-st 
of the Surgeons iu charge, both at the 
main building and iu its branch, having a 
large aud most alkuitive cougregatiou. 

At the S.ildiers’ Home, I have goo 1 and 
attentive congregations once on each Sun- 
day. There are from forty upwards at 
each service. On these occasions I use the 
little “ Soldiers' Prayer Book," which af- 
fords great satisfaction, each man having 
a book, .-kt the clo.se of the services the 
men are pre.scnted with the book which 
they have been using. Several hundred 
have been given them in this w.iy. For 
quite a uumber of these and other book.s, 

I am indebted to the kindness of tho 
Rev. Montgomery Schuyler, D. D., of St. 
Louis. 

For several months past, I have also held 
a regular Sunday service in the itefngea 
R.irracks of this city, where, also, a Sun- 
day-S.ibool has been established ami kept 
up. There, also, I have had freijucut burial 
Bjrvicos, and many au opportunity of a 
kind aud blessed word . 
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HOSPITALS. 

Dr. Woodward reports: 

I liave the honor to rei)ort, that in obedi- 
ence to your reque.st, I have made an in- 
spection of some of the ho.spitals in this 
city, anil though time has not allowed an ex- 
amination of all, enough has been done to 
show that there is a necessity for aid from 
the Sanitary Commission. 

Uy au examination of the reports here- 
with iuelosed, you will perceive that vege- 
tables are much needed, and though most 
of tho hospitals have a large hospital fund, 
it cannot avail to meet this want, fur the 
reason that a sufficient number of vegeta- 
bles cannot be purchased in this market. 
Butter, eggs, rags and bromine, are loudly 
called for. 

As you are aware that frequant com- 
plaints are made in Northern newspapers, 
of the misappropriation of tho supplies of 
the Sanitary Commission, my attention has 
been directed particularly to this matter, 
and I am convinced that the complaints 
are groundless. I could find no instance 
where medical officers live or board at tho 
ho-pitals, or make use of any sanitary sup- 
plies. Tho officers either board in private 
families, or have a mess of their ou'u — and 
tho kitchens of tho hospitals are for the 
must part under charge of Indies from tho 
Christian or Sanitary Commissions, and the 
Surgeons have given me every facility for 
making the closest inquiries, and feel that 
the mure fully tho investigation is made, 
the mure confidence will the people have in 
their honesty. 

The men in the hospital arc well cared 
for, and with tho exception of the “ pro- 
feasional grumblers,” are contented and 
cheerful. 

• • • • • 

Blackberry wine and cordial, are highly 
valued at the hospitals, and a supply would 
do much good. 

B.tgs and bandages in unlimited quanti- 
ties ore cidled for — tho great unmbuis of 
wounded arriving demanding supplies. 

Rev. A. L. Payson reports: 

My labors have been so varied and dis- 
connected the past month, that it is some- 
what difficult for me to send you a regular 

VoL. L— No. 22. 44 



report of my immerliate labors. Since the 
colored troops come, until their organiza- 
tion, we have had our lionds full. Our la- 
bors have been unremitting and arduous. 
Since their organization they have been put 
in camp. Means were at once instituted 
to give them regular instruction, which has 
been continued, though necessarily with 
more or leas interruption. It is truly aa- 
Umishing to witne.ss tho rapid progress 
they have made. In some instances, they 
have learned the alphabet in fifty-five min- 
utes, and in forty-eight hours they have re- 
mained in tho camp, under the influence 
instituted, there was every indication that 
they would have made great improvement. 

For their encouragement, special hours 
were selected for writing letters for them. 
The efforts expended in their behalf have 
resulted in great good, and fully establish 
the fact of the aptness of the colored man 
to learn to read and write. In carebdly vis- 
iting the two infantry regiments organized, 

I found in tho 114th (now ordered to Bum- 
side Point,) there were one hundred and 
eighty-five able to read in tho Testament 
— in the llCth, now in camp here, one hun- 
dred and thirty-two. Being deeply inter- 
ested in the welfare of these men, I have 
devoted a portion of each day (in connexion 
with Rev. J. G. Fco, a most devoted man,) 
to the interests of the colored troops, in 
laying the foundation for their future ad- 
vancement in knowledge. * 

My labors among the refugees have in- 
creased the past month. These circum- 
stances have been such as to demand the 
attention of some one to meet their varied 
and multiplied wants. 

The condition of the camp at the present 
time is as follows; At the Comp of Distri- 
bntion there were one hundred and ninety 
men. Au order has been issued calling for 
all able for field duty. One hundred and 
sixty have left. 

In tho convalescent Comp Hospital there 
are four hundred and twenty-three— fifty- 
four of these on low diet. The prevailing 
disease is said to bo diarrhea. Of the di 
ferent States represented in our hospitnls- 
Michigan is said to have the ascendancy. 

In the General Hospital 1 give you the 
number on the different diets in all its 
branches: 
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Number on low diet in Oen. Hospital. . 153 



“ half “ “ .. 81 

“ full diet in " ..177 

“ low " Measles Ward . . 60 

half " “ . . 7 

•• lull “ “ ..23 

“ in Small-pox branch 13 

Total. 504 

Number of Nurses and Attendants 60 

Total 5G4 



There are about two hundred and thirty 
colored troops included in the above, about 
e(|nal proportions of them on the different 
diets. 

In the Prison Hospital there are twenty 
patients — about one half on foie diet In 
the Employees’ Hospital seventeen patients 
— eight on low diet— five on half diet — di- 
arrhea prevails. 

The above are entirely dependent for 
Sanitary Supplies on the Home, except per- 
haps the General Hospital, wliich is in part 
supplied by the Cincinnati Branch. You 
wiU sue the necessity that a suitable aud 
full supply of stores be kept at this point 
For some time past our calls have been very 
urgent, and for articles absolutely neces- 
sary for the comfort of the sick. I regret 
to say that we have not been able to answer 
these calls. Our supplies at present are en- 
tirely inadequate to meet the demands that 
will be made. We shall have large bodies 
of colored troops, and immediately on the 
appointment of medical officers altegimen- 
tal Hospital will be established. They will 
require more or less Sanitary supplies. 
The 114th Begiment U. S. Colored Troops 
that have been ordered to Burnside Point, 
will neial looking after, having left without 
physician or medicine. The 49th Ken- 
tucky will leave, and of course all Medical 
and Sanitary Stores appertaining to the 
Regiment will bo removed. 

Of the lust stores received nearly all have 
been given out to the different hospitals 
here. Should further calls bo made by the 
hospitals or regiments here, wo shall not 
be prepared to meet them. 

The Cumberland Hospit:d is located 
about a mile and a half from Nashville, and 
is on elevated ground. It was originally a 
field hospital, composed altogether of tents. 
The intention now is to remove the tents 



as fast as possible, and supply their places 
with more permanent structures. To give 
some definite idea of this little city of in- 
valids, Mr. Woodruff, the Hospital Stew- 
ard, furnishes the following statistics of 
this hospital. The hospital is generally 
regarded os very faithfully and efficiently 
managed : 

The daily average of patients lost month 
was 2,891; attendants, 190. Total patients 
and attendants, 3,081. Exclusive of the 
above attendants are fourteen colored men 
employed in policing the grounds, and sev- 
enty-three colored women employed as 
cooks, washers, and seamstresses. There 
are also nine white men and twenty white 
women employed in the laundry, included 
in the 190 attendants, employed as clerks, 
cooks, and helj>ers, ironers and seamstress- 
es. There are washed and ironed daily, 
Sundays excej^d, 2,500 pieces. We have 
one of David Parker's patent washers, with 
wringers attached, which is worked by 
steam, and will wash 160 pieces every fif- 
teen minutes. This will be ready for use 
in a short time. We have a tine 18-horso 
power engine, which saws our wood, works 
the washers, and supplies the Laundry and 
“Special Diet Rooms ’’ with hot aud cold 
water. 

The following provi.sions were drawn 
from the Post Commissary, and consumed 
in this hospital last month ; 



6.400 Ibn. THirk- 
4,’iOO Ib«. mtm. 

60 ,(M )0 Ibc. frpiih be«f. 
3..MK) lb«. mutton. 
l'iC.50u Um. flour. 

4.6(.K) lbs com nopal. 
1.300 Um. bominy. 

4,60(^ Ihs. Iieans. 

3,100 lbs. pTAS. 

3.600 Uw. rlc«. 

4, ICO lbs. coffjMJ. 

403 lbs. t«a. 

7,W)0 lbs. brown sugar. 
13Sgals. riuegar. 

364 gals. moUsMS. 
10,631 lbs. candies. 



3,840 lbs. soap. 

S.467 1>M. salt. 

7S lbs. black pepp«r. 
1,334 lb«. butter. 

SO lha. lartl. 

3.606 lbs. dried ap]>1ra. 
904 lbs. dried iK’arbsa. 
3.IMX1 lbs white flsb. 
3,750 Um. ma4-ken.‘L 
40ft cans tomat«>ea. 

300 lbs. cheese. 

100 bbls. raisins. 

466 lbs. white sugar. 

703 lha. butter crackers, 
lull doa. eggs. 



The total cost of the above provisions, 
at Government prices, was 820,ifi)6 55. In 
addition to the above there was |>urchased 
of jirivato dealers, gallons of fresh 

milk, at 30 cents per gallon; 267 lbs. but- 
ter, 44 chickens, 4 bbls. vinegar, 1 , bush- 
els potatoes, 2 bushels of onions. Total 
cost of purchases for the month, 82,230.85. 

The Medical Purveyor has furnished the 
hospital, during the month, with 23,250 
lbs. of the best quality of ice. The Spe- 
cial Diet Rooms are admirably man.aged 
by ladies sent out by the tJ. o. Christian 
Commis.sion. Wo now issue 250 gallons of 
fresh milk doily. 

****** 



A garden of fourteen acres, attached to 
the hospitol, has furnished, up to July 31, 
the following vegetables: 150 bbls. lettuce; 
4 bbls. mustard for greens; 160 bbla. beets 
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for (^eens, and 20 bbls, beeU for picklos; 
3bbU. potatoes; 1.781 dozen radishes; 1,200 
heads cabbages; 318 dozen encumbers; 53 
bushels string beans ; 41 bushels green 
petw ; 12 bushels tomatoes ; 120 bushels 
onions. The garden promises further sup- 
plies of potatoes, beets, tomatoes, cabba- 
ges, carrots, turnips, parsnips, and rndi.sh- 
es. The value of the vegetables furnished, 
at the market price, would be something 
over 82,000. 

I beg further to state, that since Februa- 
rj 1, 1S(U, there has been manufactured in 
the hospital 1,800 lbs. tallow candles, and 
5,000 gallons soap from the tallow and 
grease saved from the pork and beef used 
here; there has also been sold for cash, and 
turned over to the contingent fund from 
grease and swill, the amount of 8500. 

There have been gathered from the hos- 
pital garden of Chattanooga, for the nse of 
the troops, up to the 20th of August, 8,934 
bushels of onions, tomatoes, beets, ke., 
and 7,408 dozen of cucumbers, summer 
squash, corn, early cabbage, &c. 

Auftttt 13 . 

The days of this past week have been 
filled with their regular round of duties — 
only not quite so regttlar to order as one 
might wish, for sometimes the duties seem 
to come in crowds. 

Somebody has written that “two duties 
cannot conflict,” that of two or more seem- 
ing duties, claiming the same time, but 
one is really such, the others not being du- 
ties till their turn comes. I think the wri- 
ter above alluded to would bo sometimes 
puzzled, if he were engaged in this good 
work, to determine which of many calls is 
really the duty. One cannot help ofttimes 
expressing the wish that, in view of all that 
needs to be done, he could multiply him- 
self into half-a-dozen. And yet a week’s 
work has but little to show. No one can 
track it — no one describe it. It is nothing 
but a few cups of cold water given here 
and there, every day. And even the name 
of the donor is not known one time in ten. 

Here is a conversation with a sick man, 
the listening to all his complaints and ail- 
ments, and sympathizing with and encour- 
aging him. There arc a lew words of kind, 
earnest, spiritual comfort and consolation 
given with a fervent prayer for the man’s 
recovery. In this corner the visitor list- 
ens patiently to a boy just beginning to 



convalesce, who has not bad, in a long time, 
the luxury of a good lintener, as he tells how, 
at “ Buzzard’s Roost,” he was watching his 
chances, slowly creeping from rook to rock, 
firing upward as he went, until suddenly 
he finds himself behind a rock too small to 
cover him entirely, and he knows that the 
sharp-shooter before him has discovered it, 
too, and is watching for the first movement 
of his head. But he keeps bis head down 
and his legs together until he can’t stand 
it any longer. So he raises bis cap above 
his head the least bit — "crack" goes the 
other fellow's rifle — up he jumps, takes 
aim, “plugs” the other chap, and is safe 
behind another rock in a jiffy. So ho 
fights his battles over, until the visitor, 
having scarcely spoken a word, rises to go, 
when the poor fellow expresses himself as 
much obliged for the visit — “ it has done a 
heap of good — I love to hear you talk ” — 
hopes you will come again soon, and with 
a smile of real pleasure on his face bids 
you adieu, while you feel that by that lit- 
tle act of, perhaps, some self-denial to 
yourself, you have administered a tonic to 
him better than the purest wine. 

Then here again is a sick man, very low, 
with his wife beside him, God bless her ! 
I have few fears for a man whose wife is 
beside him in hospital. It is, as the hus- 
band said to me, “diet, sleep, and sun- 
shine.” A curious combination, but I un- 
derstood it. His food was sweeter, for she 
handed it to him; his sleep was rest now, 
for she watched over him, and her presence 
was sunshine all the time. The poor fel- 
low did not know that he was talking “poe- 
try and moonshine,” — but of this I wish 
there was a good deal more in our hospitals. 

By the way, some of our good friends at 
the North have sent down occasionally 
checker boards, puzzles, and games. They 
are of great service to the convalescing pa- 
tients, who need something cheery. I wish 
that they could be constantly supplied with 
some good, light reading, such ns Harper’s 
Magazine. 

This is the season of fniiks and berries. 
They are of great service to the men tc/iere 
iUcy cun get them. 

I hope that this year again our good 
friends at Cleveland will not forget their 
grapes. They did so much good lost year. 




692 



The Sanitary Commisaum ButteSn. 



But I believe that these ladies do not need 
to be reminded. 

OK THB BED BITER. 

Mr. Carpenter writes to Dr. Newberry, 
from Salem, Mass., August 20: 

As I was nut able to report from Bed 
Biver, I will endeavor now to write the 
main items of my movements. As I noti- 
fied you in my previous letter, I sueeeded 
in getting my supplies of sanitary stores 
on board the Sallie List, and was ready to 
start up Bed Biver on the afternoon of 
Tuesday, May 10th, but owing to a storm 
and very high wind we did not get away 
until Wednesday morning. 

Arrived at the mouth of Bed Biver on 
Sunday, May 15th, and immediately re- 
ported to Mnjor-Oencral Canby, who had 
arrived the day previous, and was on board 
the gunboat Black Hawk; was infonned 
by him that it was impossible to get to 
Alexandria, and that all I could do was to 
await the turn of events; then went aboard 
hospital steamer Bed Hover, found her full 
of sick and wounded, and entirely destitute 
of supplies; furnished them with what I j 
had, and some articles that I did not have, 

1 promised to send at the first opportu- 
nity. 

Dr. J. H. Bixby, Chief Medical Officer on 
board, very kindly accompanied me through 
the boat, and explained the various pur- 
poses aud arrangements with which it is 
fitted, and I never was more gratified at the 
jierfect order and neatness with which 
every thing seems to have been provided 
and arranged for the comfort and well- 
being of the sick aud sulTering on board. 
The Surgeons aud officers in charge are 
very gentlemanly, and a])peared to be kind, 
humane and talented men. 

I supplied the sick on gunboats lying 
there with their most essentially needed 
articles, and then went to tlio transports. 

I went on board each one as they cjune out 
of Bed Biver, administering special relief 
in all cases where it was practical, and ad- 
ministering to all in need os fur as jxissible. 

1 rejHirted to Col. Voltura, (.Medical In- 
sjicctor,) the amount of stores that I had 
brought, and that they would be inade- 
quate to the demand, requesting leave to 
.-.end to New Orleans for an additional 



quantity, as I had learned that they had 
passed down the river, destined for that 
phice. He informed mo that he was to 
send immediately a bdegraphic despatch 
for medical supplies, and would notify the 
Sanitary Commission also. 

I reported to the Adjutant General every 
day, but could get no permission to pass up 
the river, as the troops were moving down 
and he feared we should pass them, and 
consequently not get onr stores to them as 
soon as to wait where we were. I was very 
anxious and uneo.sy, os we were within 
sound of the guns of the l>attle all day. 

On Thursday I received an invitation to 
dinner by the officers of the Black Hawk, 
flagship, and while there, an express came 
down from Lewisport, requesting sanitary 
stores to bo sent at once. The captain, 
supposing mo to bo on board, cast off and 
proceeded up the river, so that to my great 
chagrin and annoyance, upon coming out 
from dinner, I found her out of sight. I 
went immediately on board the Dunleith, 
and followed her, arriving at Lewisport but 
a short time after. Found the agents from 
New Urleans there, and ns they were, of 
course, better acquainted with the require- 
ments of the different corps, having been 
on the ground with them, I turned all of 
the stores over to them. AVo arrived very 
opportunely, ns their supply was entirely 
exhausted. Every one was rejoiced to see 
the stores come in; said “ it seemed a 
perfect god-send almost, they came in just 
the ‘ nick of time’ — did not see before what 
they were going to do, or how they were 
going to get along." 

Assisted in the distribution, until they 
were all given out, and then reported to 
Gen. A. J. Smith for any volunteer duty that 
ho might have occasion for — was requested 
by him to remain at the headquarters of the 
Ifith Army Corps, and moke my.self useful 
whenever I saw opportunity. Went aboard 
the Sioux City, and worked all day, assist- 
ing the Surgeons, and in earing for the 
wounded, returning to headquarters at 
night, when moved down the river to Bed 
Biver Lauding. In the morning ascer- 
biined that the wounded coming np the 
Missiasiiipi were to be transferred to the 
transport Choteau. I accordingly reported 
to Dr. Bobbins, Surgeon in charge, who re- 
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quested mo to come up with them, and 
a&sist them os far as might be. 

In tlie evening the steamer Laurel Hill 
arrived from New Orleans, bringing a good 
supply of the most needed articles, and 
some hospital furniture. They came most 
acceptably, os I found the Choteau to be 
only a transport, and entirely unprovided 
with hospital furniture or appliances, the 
hospital steamer having been lost, with very 
nearly all her medical stores, furniture imd 
medicines, consequently all we hiul to rely 
on until wo reached Natchez, were the 
stores so fortunately supplied by tlie Com- 
mission. / 

As the acting steward was sick. Hr. Bob- 
bins reqtiested me to assist him in his du- 
ties, and in caring for the comfort and well- 
being of the men as far as possible under 
the circumstances. The boat was croaded, 
through her cabins, on deck and on the 
guards, with wounded men as thickly os 
they could be laid, leaving hardly stepping 
room. The first thing to be done was to 
have tliem fed, which we succeeded in do- 
ing pretty satisfactorily, with the concen- 
trated beef, fi.sh, potatoes, crackers, farina, 
butter, milk, sugar, tea, coffee, etc., sup- 
plied by the Commission, and these were 
all we could get until we reached Natchez, 
as all the commissary stores we had were 
hams and flour, and '^hich there was no 
opportunity of cooking, os there was but 
one stove on board, which was fully occu- 
pied in cooking for the crow, and what was 
indispensable fur the wounded. The next, 
to get their bloody,dirty, ragged, and vermin 
infested clothing off— get them washed, and 
good clean S.initary clothing put on, and it 
would have given any one with a heart in . 
him, the most sincere gratification to wit- 
ness tlie change prialuced in their looks and 
appearance, their greatly increased cheer 
and hopefulness — and to have heard their 
hearty eipres-sions of thankfulness and 
gratitude. 

As there were no cots or mattresses, we 
supplied their place os well ns might be with 
the bed socks, blankets, sheets and com- 
forts, and pillows from the Commission; 
gave them combs, so they were enabled to 
bant and capture a certain game which is 
altogether too abundant in camp life to be 
agreeable, and could be dispensed with 



without detriment anywhere; gave them 
handkerchiefs to wipe off their sweat; a 
good supply of fans; some reading matter, 
and occasionally a pipe full of tobacco for 
a quiet smoke, so that in a few hours the 
aspect of cheerless, dirty misery on the 
boat, was very much ameliorated. 

I then a-ssisted the surgeons as far os pos- 
sible, in operating, examining, and dress- 
ing wounds, and in giving lemonade, ice- 
water or stimulants, os needed. The Sur- 
geons, Drs. Bobbins and Wood, were very 
kind, humane men, arid laboring incessant- 
ly and without many of the most needed 
appliances, became completely exhausted 
and worn out, and the nurses being taken 
from the different regiments in the emer- 
gency, were mostly nnoequainted with the 
duties required, making the service very 
irksome and wearing. 

Upon reaching Vicksburg, Dr. Boberts 
was transferred and Dr. Sanborn placed 
in charge, who proceeded at once to make 
refpiisitions for the medical and hospital 
stores neetled, and as the steamer was to 
take on wood during the night, I remained 
on shore and went up to the Sanitary 
rooms to procure some additional articles 
ot which we were deficient, and a night's 
sleep and rest, a luxury which I ha<l been 
deprived of for some time, and through the 
kind and hospitable attention of Mr. Way 
and others there, I found myself very much 
improved and ready for work again. 

In the morning, before the supplie.s were 
got on board, the hospital steamer N. W. 
Thomas, in charge of Dr. Harris, fortu- 
nately arrivwl, and it was decided to trans- 
fer as many of the worst cases as could bo 
accommodated, to that boat, leaving the 
rest in hospital at Vicksburg, Drs. San- 
born and Wood accompanying them still, 
on that boat. Finding Mr. Edgerly (on 
agent of the U. S. Sanitary Commission 
from New Orleans) on board, I turned over 
the sanitary stores to his charge, and at 
Dr. Harris's urgent request, continued in 
the same duties 1 had been filling. The 
next day Mr. Edgerly was taken sick, and 
upon our arrival at Memphis, we were 
obliged to leave him there. 1 was very 
sorry, os we were much in need of eflicient 
help, the boat being loaded to her utmost 
capacity with very badly wounded men. 
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They reqjured constant attention, and be- 
in^ bnt illy supplied -with nnnes, made it 
very laborions and exhausting, for it was 
impossible to rest with men in snch condi- 
tion. 

It was very pleasant and gratifying to see 
their countenances brighten and the look 
of languor and hopelessness disappear for 
a time as one carried them great pailsful of 
delicious ice cold lemonade or milk punches, 
or hot coffee, as they required, and to hear 
their expressions of thankfulnefs and grat- 
itude. Great strong men, or those who were 
so, previous to their snfferings, would cry 
like children at some unwonted attention 
or kindness. Such expressions as “God 
bless the Sanitary;” " this is a bully good 
thing, isn’t it ?” “ ain’t this great, boys ?” 
“what should wo have done if it hadn’t 
been for the Sanitary ?” “ thank God for 
the help which always hits us in the right 
time?” “Hurrah for the Sanitary Com- 
mission,” Ac., Ao., were constantly heard 
on all sides. 

One poor fellow from Iowa, suffering from 
an amputated leg and broken thigh, said 
“ho lived away back, and had never heard 
much about the Sanitary Commission ; did 
not know much about what it meant, (bnt, 
with tears in his eyes,) I’ve seen and felt 
what it means now.” Another, an ofiBcer, 
from Illinois, said; “I’vesakl and always 
thought the Sanitary Commission was a 
humility, bnt if I ever say or think that 
again, it will be when I am out of my sen- 
sea. ” Another, wounded by a shot through 
the lungs, said: “I always told the folks 
at home the Sanitary Commission did’nt 
amount to anything, and did not do ns any 
good, for we never got anything from it, 
but now I know the reason, it is because I 
was not in a situation to receive it, and did 
not need it; but if it had not been for the 
Sanitary Commission I would not now be 
alive to tell it.” Another with an arm am- 
putated at the shoulder, said; “It is al- i 
most worth being wounded to know how 
much they think of and are trying to do 
for us at home." Another one, who was 
shot through the body, after l>eing washed, 
fed, getting on clean clothes, and a pipe 
full of tobacco to smoke, said: “I’m all 
right now, and when I get this hole growed 
np I’ll pitch in and give them fits again.” 



I might multiply instances indefinitely, 
bnt these are enough to show the feeling 
manifested. How much good a few cheer- 
ing, hopeful words would do, could be seen 
in their brightened eyes and happy coun- 
tenances at any time, and to sit down and 
talk awhile with them about home, friends, 
and the hopes of the future, relieved very 
much the dragging, weary hours of suffer- 
ing. Reading matter was also in great re- 
quest and very useful. 

I remained on dnty, although quite sick 
myself, until I saw the last one comforta- 
bly on his cot in the hospital at Jefferson 
Barracks, and then was obliged to succumb. 
Of my being left in hospital at St. Liouis, 
and subsequent movements, I have advised 
you in previous letters. 

I do not intend this as a report, which 
should have been forwarded immediately 
upon my return, but I was unable to 
do so, but merely to give you a brief sum- 
mary of my doings from my last report 

Enclosed please find list of names of 
those who died on the passage. The effects 
of Tliomaa Harbison, private Co. H, 24th 
Indiana, which were turned over to me, I 
left with Mr. Way, at Memphis, to bo for- 
warded to his friends. The facta in each 
case for the use of Hospital Directory, are 
stated as far as practicable, or as they could 
be ascertained. 

I am still at Salem, Mass., and I think 
am deriving great benefit from a change of 
scene, the invigorating salt breeze, sea 
bathing, rest, Ac., and the medical treat- 
ment I am taking, I hope, will soon fit me 
for dnty again as usual 



VALUE OF THE HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

Annexed is an extract from a letter of H. 
H. Beebe, Chief Clerk of the Hospital 
Directory, which illustrates its value as 
the agency where information is gathered, 
which is not elsewhere secured : 

The foreign letter which yon handed mo 
last evening was an inquiry for informa- 
tion, from John Phillips, of South ^Vales, 
Great Britain, regarding Lieut. William B. 
Phillips, Adjutant of the 2d Pennsylvania 
Prov. Artillery. A great deal of anxiety 
was expressed, as he nad not been heard 
from since the 21st of June. It gives mo 
pleasure to state that I was enabled to reply 
to this letter at once, deriving my informa- 
tion from a very unusual channel taking 
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all the coincidences into consideration; and 
the circnmstances being so pecoliar, the 
informiition so reliable, and the nsefolness 
of the Hospital Directory so well proven, I 
desire to relate the matter to you, that you 
may enjoy the pleasure also of seeing ** the 
good we do.'* 

I was enabled to write Mr. Phillips that 
in the assault on Petersburg, Va., July 
30th, Adjutant William B. Phillips, of 2d 
Pennsylvania Prov. Artillery, was taken 
prisoner, in company with Captains Norris 
and Millard, and Lieut. Kellow, of the 
same regiment. 

Mrs. Norris bad inquired at this office on 
three or four different occasions for infor* 
mation of her husband, but we could give 
her none. She came here only three or 
four days since and stated that she had re- 
ceived a letter from her husband, who was 
a prisoner of war at Petersburg, Va., and 
well. The letter came by flag-of-truce. It 
mentioned the other officers alluded to, 
and Mrs. N. bad brought the letter hero to 
ask me to record this information on our 
books, they having been reported as killed. 
The record was taken, and this inquiry re- 
ceived last night was answered from that 
record. I should also add that the same 
Adjutant Phillips was inquired for in a let- 
ter received from an intelligent lady at 
Hyde Park, Pa., only yesterday, and imme- 
diately answered. 



A R.\INy DAY IN CAMP. 

[The following lines are from the pen of the 
late Mrs. Robert S. Howland, and have been 
already widely circulated through other chan* 
nels, but as we have already published most of 
her other poems we think the appearance of 
this also will be welcome to most readers of the 
Bulletin.] 

It’s a chcorlcAs, lonesome ovening, 

Whi'n the soaking, sodden ground 

Will not echo to the footfall 
Of the sentinel’s dull round. 

God’s blue star>spanglod banner 
To.night is not unfurled; 

Surclj lie has not deserted 
This weary, warring world. 

I peer into tho darkness, 

And the crowding fancies come; 

Tho night wind, blowing northward, 

Carrios all my heart toward home. 

For I listed in this army 
Not exactly to my mind; 

But my country called for helpers, 

And I couldn't stay behind. 



It’s a blessed sort of feelings 
Whether you live or die— 

You helped your country in her need, 
And fought right loyally. 

But I can’t help thinking sometimes, 
When a wot day's leisure comes, 
And I hear the old homo voices 
Talking louder than tho dnims — 

And the far familiar faces 
Poop in at my tent door, 

And the little chtldron's footsteps 
Go pit-pat on the floor— 

I can't help thinking, somehow, 

Of all tlio parson reads 
About that other soldier life 
Which every true man leads. 

And wife, soft-hearted creature. 
Booms a-saying in my ear, 

** I'd rather have yon in those ranks 
Than to see yon brigadier." 

I call myself a brave one. 

But in my heart I lie ! 

For my country, and her honor, 

I am fiercely free to die; 

But when tho Lord, who bought mo, 
Asks for my service hero, 

To " fight the good fight" faithfully, 
Pm skulking in tho rear. 

And yet I know this Captain 
All love and care to bo : 

He woold never get impatient 
With a raw recruit Uke mo. 

And I know he'd not forgot me; 

When the day of peace appears, 

I should share with him tho victory 
Of all his volunteers. 

And it’s kind of cheorfnl, thinking. 
Beside the doU tent-fire, 

About that big promotion. 

When ho says, '*Gomc up higher." 

And though it's dismal— rainy— 

Even now, with thoughts of him, 
Camp life looks extra cheeiy. 

And death a deal lose grim. 

For I seem to see him waiting. 

Where a gathered heaven greets 
A groat, victorious army, 

Marching up the golden streets. 

And I hoar him read the roU-call, 

And my heart is all a-flamo. 

When the dear, recording angel 
Writes down my happy name 1 



So, Fve had a sight of drilling, 

And have roughed it many ways. 
And Death has nearly bad me; 

Yet 1 think the service pays. 



But my fire is doi^ white ashes, 
And tho tent is chilling cold, 
And I'm playing trin the battle. 
When Fve never been enrolled 1 
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WORDS OF CHEER. 

We take the following extract from a let- 
ter recently received by the Woman » Cen- 
tral Association of Relief, dated Conway, 
Mass., Angnst 2, 1S61: 

“ In B former barrel some of our ladie.s 
wrote notes and put them into the socks, 
etc. Many have received answers. This 
has contributed much to the interest hero 
in our armies. Some letters were from the 
hospitals, some from the navy, some from 
the Held, near Petersburg, and in nearly all. 



a * God bless the Sanitary Commis.sion. ’ 
One letter, in which onr people were greatly 
interested, was from an Assistant Snrgeon 
of the 25th New York Cavalir. 

“ In this barrel is a pair of socks knit by 
a lady who is ninety-seven years old on the 
24th of this month. She is ready and 
anxious to do all she can. 

" We have jnst had a number of pieces 
of wool given ns, which onr Society will 
color, spin and knit for the soldiers. They 
make much better socks than yam we pur- 
chase.” 



PATTERNS FOR H0SPIT.4L CLOTHINQ. -No. 3. 
SUFPEBS. 

Toe pii'co. 




Ksgt iuiD FOB A Faib or Suppebb. 

51 Yards common woolen carpet binding. 

2j knoto strong linen thread. 

DraEcnoNs fob Making Slitpkbs. 
Slippers should be made of carpeting or stout 



I woolen cloth and lined with cotton or cotton 
\ flannel. 

Each part should be bound toid the three 
parts sewed together by the binding. 

A stiff sole of pasteboard or sole leather 
should be inserted between the lining and out- 
side. 



ARM 8LINO. 
SliMR (half of.) 
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OniKCTIONa FOB Maktno Sunor. 

Slings niu 7 be made of calico or any otJber 
strong material. 

The two bolvea shonld bo sowed together 
only on the outer side and the odges hemmed. 

Strings should be placed on both halves, as 
per dots in diagnuu. (Six string) 

Those at No. 1 are of uuerjual length, on© be- 
ing 27 inches long, the other 11 inches. The 
four other strings are 27 inches long. 

DiBEcnoMs »x)B Making Ration Bags. 

Ration lh^'s shonld be made of enamelled 
clolh. The four points should be sowed to- 
gether so ns to form a flat bottom and the side 
sewed np to make it into a bag. The top 
should be bound with cotton and tap© strings 
nin in. 



THE SANITARY MOVEMENT IN ITALY. 

THB NEUTKAUTT OF THE WOl’NDED IN TUIS 
or WAR. 

The following paper on this important 
subject, was read at the meeting of the 
Pontanian Academy on the 27th of Decem- 
ber, 18G3, by Dr. Palasciano, Resident 
Member: 

GESTI.EMKN— Too memorable for ns all was the 
assembly of the 20th of Januarr. 18GI. at which 
the Academy resolved to celebrate the events 
which gained for us our political regeneration, 
for me to suppose that the proposition I bad 
the honor of making can be effaced from your 
heart 1 mean that we Hhould undertake to pro- 
mote tht* ami'Uoration of the fate of the wounded 
in battle, and to favor and diffuse the tendency 
of saving them from mutilation and haateniug 
their recovery, certain that we could not offer a 
more acceptable homage to the King and Gen. 
Garibaldi, our liberator. 

You did not disdain accepting my offer of a 
prize for a competition on the treatment of gun- 
shot wounds, and vied with each other in exer- 
tions to gain this aim as soon as possible. 

But the want of a work which could deserro 
the prize, the willingness with which the medi- 
cal profession answered our appeal, the number 
and importance of the memoirs which reached 
ns within the very limited time conceded to us, 
and the interviews which the professors of nat- 
ural sciences were obliged to grant to each in- 
dividually, showed that this theme bad revealed 
one of the most urgent requisites of our em, a 
prevision very lately and unfortunately verified 
in the person of our wounded liberator him- 
oelf. 

It w’HS then, at the meeting of the 28th April, 
1801, that on proposing a new competition on 
the same subject, accompanied by explanations 
and facilitations, I arrived at this conclusion— 
that the means proper for preventing mutila- 
tion. and saving the limbs broken by fire-arms, 
are not a ) ontirtdy in the power of the surgeon 
08 they are in that of his science; and by the 
history of surgery, and the statistics of gunshot 
wounds, I proved clearly, that w’hcn very few 
fire-arms were en ployed, and with no precision, 
that when a great quantity of baggage was re- 



quired, and the marches were alow, the necea- 
sity of amputation was less retjuired in the 
armies. 

Afterwards the perfection of arm^, the addi- 
tional number of troops, generated impetuosity, 
rashness, and ciirelessness, and increased be- 
yond mea.snre the cases of amputations and 
deaths; whilst where there is method and dis- 
cipline amputations may not only be nearly 
alwlished, but the Surgeon-General Bilguer, in 
a remarkable work* published by him at Berlin 
in 17G1, reckoned 0,G18 wounded in various 
ways, who w'ere treated without amputation, 
and from that number G53 died, 213 invalided, 
193 veterans, and 5,557 were cured. Since the 
invention ofambulonze volanti, (flyingambulan- 
ces, ) in the early part of the present century, 
the greatest number of amputated who died has 
been 51 per cent In the naval engagements of 
Aboukir, Brest. New Orleans, and Navarino, 
the deaths after amputation never exceeded 24 
per cent ; whereas, in the wars of late years, 
m the Crimea and in Italy, the number of 
deaths among the amputate<l reached as far as 
77 per cent 

On examining all the causes of the enormous 
disparity of the results obtained by the sur- 
geons of the above epochs, I found the two follow- 
ing singularly prevalent: the much longer and 
more rapid m<^e of conveyance to which the 
w’ounded were subjected during compara- 
tively short recent wars, and Uie crowded state 
in the ambulances and hospitals, on account of 
the more powerful engines of destruction which 
arc how used. From this I thought that if it 
should be desirable to put a limit to the great 
proportion of deaths succeeding amputations, 
U will be necessary to op^>rate and dress the 
wounds of the sufferers in the greatest proximity 
to the battle-field itself, in villages, country 
houses, barracks, hovels, and other like places 
of shelter, and be able to leave them there till 
the beginning of the period of cicatrization. If 
this is not done, I said, it is to be feared that 
the progress of the exterminating power of war 
will increase so far, that for thesioK and wounded 
soldier no other remedy will be found than that 
which inflexible logic was forced to demand for 
the plague-stricken at Giaffa. It appeared im- 
possible and exaggerated, yet wo have heard 
this year that in unfortunate Poland the wound- 
ed are buried alive in one common grave with 
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the deAd! Horrid atrocity* to which 1 have no 
reason to frivo fuith. 

Therefore, the necessity of perfect quielade, 
pnre air. and more prompt assistance to the 
wounded for the amelioration of their sute 
bein^ acknowled;^ed, I entreated every govern- 
ment to come to the aid of medical science, 
which alone cannot prevent the trau-<fer of the 
wounded, nor provide the means required for 
their being assisted near the battle-held. It 
would bo necessary, 1 stated, that the contend- 
ing powers in their declaration of war should 
reciprocally acknowledge tbe principle of “ neu- 
trality of the soldiers severely wounded or sick, 
during tbe whole time of their cu'-e,'’ and tb^t 
they should respectively adopt the “ unlimite I 
increase of the medical staff during the whole 
time of the war.” 

This, my first disconrse ** On the neutrality 
of the wounded in time of war,” was sent to 
Paris by the French chargi d atfiirea at S iples, 
on tbe same day of its reading, and no doubt onr 
Government received it at the same time ns the 
academical report to the Minister of Fublio lu- 
stractioQ Hut whilst (Governments meditate, 
or at least one must think so, public opinion 
does not remain iuaotive. On the lOtbof June, 
18G1, Arrault published in Paris, a ** Nutizia 
iodustrinle sul perfezionamento delle Ambu- 
lanze Volant),”* by which he claimed the invio- 
lability of military doctors, HSKistants. and ** am- 
balanze.” To these deminds the eloquent Borie 
gave his support, by an article in the Slide of 
tbe 1st of August, 1$61. 

For this reason, in ray second discourse, of 
December the 29th, 1801, on the same subject, 
in which I informed you of other people's opin- 
ion. and discussetl the measures that appeared 
to me erroneous or )mperfi*ct, I gave you ampler 
explanations of my idea on the neutrality of the 
wounded, and particularly sought the means of 
effectuating it 

At that period an international congress seem- 
ed imminent, on account of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can version of the affair of the St. Jacinto, which 
was precisely to have had for iU object the de- 
termination of the rights and obligations of neu- 
trals during the war, and I thought that if the 
principle of neutrality of the wounded iu battle 
should be adopted, either by meau.s of a stipU' 
lation in a congress, or by a miitaal private 
agreement between tbe contending powers in 
the act of the intimation of war, its effectuation 
would be most easily achieved. 

For this, it would be sulHcient that tbe con- 
tending armies should bind themselveH^lst. 
To make a reciprocal restitution of all the 
wounded prisoners immediately after each bat- 
tle. 2. Tnat tbe wounds should be dressed on 
the battle-field itself, by the personal medical 
staff of each party, when the patient could not 
well undergo an immediate removal with impu- 
nity. 3. That tbe medioil staff in proportion 
to the number of wounled men left for treat- 
ment on the enemy’s territory, should bo allow- 
ed to pas.s with a safe conduct and escort, re- 
main as long as necessary, and afterwards should 
be given up daring an armistice to the outposts 
or frontiers of the en^my. 4. That all the food, 
lodging, and medicaments reqvired on tbe ter- 



ritory of tbe enemy should be provided by the 
commissariat of the place, against a receipt 
from the acting surgeon, to be repaid after the 
war. 5. That from besieged places, besides 
the same reciprocal surrender of the wounded, 
the besieged ought to be allowed to send forth 
their own wounded, provided a neutral State 
should consent to receive them, or should the 
besiegers generously offer them an asylum. 

Now that the potentatHs are to assemble 
“ sans syst^me precon9U, sans ambition exclu- 
sive, animes par la seule peus4e d‘4lablir un 
ordre de choses foudi de4ormais sur rint^ret 
bien comprisd'^s souveraius et d^m peuplus.” as 
the Koaperor Napoleon said ou the 5th of No- 
vember. what greater interest can a citizen feel 
than in the act of mercy which c.auses him to 
sacrifice himself for the welfare of his ffllow- 
men? However, togntUor with the Manual 
of Military Surgery,” published and diffused by 
you after the above-mentioned concourse, ia 
January. 1H02, appeared the two discourses on 
the neutrality of the wounded, which were re- 
produced about the same period in the "Impar- 
ziale of Floreuce.” and whilst medical science 
received such an impulse that in less than two 
years we now possess, besides tbe above manual, 

** Cenni snlla cars dello ferite d'armi da fuoco 
del Baroffio ” (Torino. the work of de 

Sanctis, which has been justly confuted and 
disproved in yonr report, ** La Qaida Toorica 
Pratica del Medico Militare in Carapagna, del 
Oortese.” (Torino. 18G2,) and “ I..e Trait4 de 
Chirurgie d’Arm^e,” de Legouest, {Paris, 1H63,) 
the idea respecting the neutrality of the wound- 
ed. and of an unlimited addition to the medical 
staff in time of war having become known in 
Geneva, as also the portion of tbe prize off'^red 
to Appia, it gained immense favor iu that ci^. 
Its stanchest upholder and propagator. Mr. 
Henry Dnoant, an eye-witneas of the sanguin- 
ary episodes of tbe battle of ftolferino, during 
which he volunteered his services as assistant 
on the wounded, has availed himself of the nar- 
ration of this battle to interest public opinion, 
the press, and the Society of Public Otility in 
Switzerland in favor of the amelioration of tbe 
state of tbe wounded, and especially of found- 
ing relieving committees for sending volunteer 
assistants on the field of battle, such as those 
who followed the army of our liberator in i HfiO, 
Although he had not the right of priority which 
is attributed to him by Sauvestre, in the Opirt- 
tone \itzionnle of the 10th of November, 1863, 
because his work, "Un Souvenir de Solferino,” 
was printed at Geneva in 18R2; and a note, 
(page 61.) contains the declaration that these 
records were collected more than three years 
aftor having taken place.* 

Nevertheless, it is undeniable that the pro- 
resH made by our humanitarian ideas is in part 
ue ti) hi.s exertions. A commission ap{KiiDtcd 
by the Genevese Society of Poblic Utility, and 
ooropo!«ed of General Dnfour, M. Moynier, Drs. 
Maiinoir and Appia, with Dunant, as Secretary, 
was charged with presenting to tho Interna- 
tional Congress of Statistics, assembled at Ber- 
lin, in September last, a report on the formation 
of permanent committees of relief for tbe 



* Cotnmece u’e«t qu’aprca pint de troi* snH que Je ma 
sqU dt-cid' * rsM«mi>l«r dea aoUTeolrB p nlblf>« que jo 
n'Aroit pM eu I'lnteiitioa de Uvrer e rimpreoalon, Ac. 



* lodoetriel notee on tho perfection of ambuUncot. 
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wounded soldiers in time of war. This propo- 
sition was also supported by the Vaudois So- 
ciety of Public Utility* by the Neufehalel So- 
ftociety for the Progress of Social Sciences, and 
the Congress of Berlin decreed that an inter- 
national conference should take place at (rene- 
va, on the 2hth of October, in order to inquire 
into the means of supplying the deticiencyof 
the sanitary service of inarching armies. This 
conference was presided over by Gen Dufour* 
and represented by many nations, who sent 
their delegates, viz : — Austria, Dr. Unger. Chief 
Medical Officer of the Army; Baden, Dr. Steiner. 
Chief Medical Officer; Bavaria, l^r. Dampierre, 
Chief Medical Officer of the Royal Arlilleiy; 
Spain, Major Landa. Staff Surgeon, Dr. Pt^val, 
of the Imperial Guard, and Dr. Boudier, ( hief 
Medical Man; England, Dr. Rutherfonl, lns}>ec- 
tor-General of the Hospitals, and Mackenzie, 
Consul at Geneva; Hanover. Oelker; Hesse, 
Brodbrick, Staff Surgeon; Italy, G. t'ampello, 
Consul at Geneva; the Order of St. John of Je- 
rusalem. Prince Henry of Reuss, Delegate of 
Prince Charles of Prussia, himself Grand .Mas- 
ter of the Order; the Low Countries, Bnsting, 
Staff burgeon of the Grenadiers and Chasseur 
of the Guards, and Captain Van de Velde, ex- 
Officer of Marine; Prussia, Dr. Hoxsoolle, .M.D., 
Councillor of Medical Staff, and Dr. LoefUer, 
Court Physician; Russia, Captain Kireiew, 
Fit Id Adjutant of the Grand Duko Constantine, 
and loa^off. Librarian to the Grand Duchess 
Eleanor Paolona; Saxony, Guntlier, Head Phy- 
sician of the Army; Sweden, Dr. Henry SkoeUl- 
berg. Inspector of the Medical Staff, and Dr. 
Edling; nurterobnrg, Drs. Hahn and Wngner; 
Switzetland, Dr. I./ebmau. Hea<l of the Medical 
Staff of the Federal Army, and Dr Brieri, of 
the Medical Staff of Division. 

The conference assembled during four con- 
secutive days, and issued the following resolu- 
tions: 1. That in every country a committee 
should be formed for the purpose of contribu- 
ting by all possible means, to the medical ser- 
vice of the troops in time of war The commit- 
tee shall form lUvlf in whatever way it shall 
think most useful and convenient 2. Each 
committee must put itself in relation with the 
government it Inlongs to, so that any offer of 
service may be acceptable when necessary. 3. 
Unlimited sections can form themselves to aid 
the committee to which belongs the general di- 
rection. 4. In time of peace the committees 
and sections shall occupy themselv( s in seek- 
ing the means of becoming really useful iu time 
of war, and especially in preparing material 
support of every species, and endeavoring to 
form and qualify volunteer assistants. 5. In 
case of war the committees of the hostile na- 
tions shall, to the extent of their lueaiiH, pro- 
vide succors for their respective army, and es- 
pecially qualify on<l practice the volunteer as- 
sisUmts, and with the concurrence of the mili- 
tary authoiities. settle the localitv to receive 
the wounded. They may solicit the concourse 
of the committees l^longing to neutral nations. 
6. At the requestor acquiescence of military au- 
thority, the committees cau send the volunteer 
assistants under the direction of the military 
chiefs, to the seat of war. 7. The volunteer os- 
aUtanU destined to follow armies must be fur- 
nished with every provision required for their 
maintenance by their respective committees. 



8. They are to wear in every country, as a dis- 
tinctive sign of uniform, a white leather cuff, 
with a red cross. D. The committees and sec- 
tions of different countries may meet in inter- 
national cimgreHses, to communicate to each 
other their experience, and concert on the reso- 
lutions to be taken for the interest of the cause. 
10. The exchange of communications between 
the committees of different nations in to be ao- 
complished provisionally by the medium of the 
committee of Geneva. 

Indc]>endently of the above resolutions, the 
conference issued the following votes: — That 
the government should grant their chief protec- 
tion to the relieving cou'-mittees which are be- 
ing formed, and facilitate as far as possibfe the 
acconiplisbmeiit of their intentions. B. That 
the neutralization be proclaimed in time of 
war by the hostile nations respecting le am- 
bnlanze '* and hospitals, and that it be also 
granted in the most distinct manner to the staff 
of medical officers, to the volunteer assistants, 
to the inhabitants of the country who may go to 
succor the wounded, as well as to the wounded 
themselves. C. That a distinctive device bo 
allowed to the me<lical staff of everv army, or at 
least to those of the armv they belonu to, and 
that a particular identical Hag should oe adopt- 
ed in every country for the ambulances and hos- 
pitals. 

ITiis is neither the time nor place wherein to 
discuss the jiropriety of the determination ta- 
ken by the committee of Geneva, and far less 
its application to {>ermaneiit armi<’S. It is suffi- 
cient for us that the international conference 
meeting at Geneva should have adopted our 
principle of neutrality in favor of the wounded 
in battle, and the unliuiited increase of the med- 
ical staff in time of war. 

That the neutrality should be proclaimed by 
the hostile parties in time of war, rather than 
by a congress such as that of Taris, was unim- 
^mrtant to ns; that during war there should be 
a penury of medical men. rather than of volun- 
teer assisUnts, is a subject not worth investiga- 
ting, provided no condition or limit is put to 
the iucreosc of the medical staff. 

I do not know*, if the convocated congress of 
Paris will take place, if in what concerns the 
welfare of the people will bo comprised the neu- 
trality of the wounded in battle, nor if Italy, 
who has (he priority of the idea, will have min- 
isters who aspire at the honor of being initia- 
te<l ill so humanitarian a principle. But what- 
ever may result from the above suppositions, 
we shall never cease to require the greatest per- 
severance in the attainment of our aim. and to 
co-operate, us far as we possibly can, and with 
our utmost oxer, ions, to secure the amelioration 
of the position of the wounded in battle. 

Most of the therapeutic principles which pre- 
dominate in the “Mnnuale di Chinirgia Mili- 
tate ” published by yon, and which tend to spore 
the mutilation and life of the wounded, have 
been adopted bv two eminent writers. Legouest 
and Cortese, whoso works appeared since the 
publication of your “Manual.’^ 

Nevertheless, Legouest acknowledges that in 
the Crimea gunshot fractures of the thigh, 
treated with the presorvution of that limb, were 
Hve times more successfully cured than those 
whose thigh was amputated on account of se- 
vere wounds (“lesione traumatica”) in the lover 
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limb or and when he treutn of the thera- 
pontic principle, he concludea by saying - “dans 
de bonnes condition^ c*est a dire, dans les cas 
de fnicUircH aiuifdes, saus perto de substance 
osseuse cteudue, lorwine le bless^ ne doit piW 
etro tnmsporte. et qu il est phiee dans uu lieu 
ttalubre et poun ii de toiites les ressources ma- 
t^riellf-s et chirur>{icaleK, I'ampubitiou pent 
ctre 4aurt€e; dans les conditions oppo>-ees, 
rampnUtion doitetre praticpiee.” French med- 
ical men know now that for want of material 
and surgical rcaources, and from the m*ceasitY 
of removing the wonnded, they are forceiU with 
their own bands, to Hjicrifice one «nmrU*r at 
least of their ampnUited of the tbign< Some 
day they may refuse to lend themRclves to so 
cruel a necessity, and claim or enforce condi- 
tions to avoid it 

Dr. trortese, who professes therapeutic prin- 
ciples o! militarj' surgerj* far more conservative 
than Legouesl’s, issues the f*>llowing sentence: 
“ Ft»r the lower limbs, besides ttie length of 
time rtHjuired for the ojK*mtion of resection, 
(risi'gamcnto,) a quiet position is so necessary 
that it is incompatible with a forcible remov.iL 
If the improvements that are to be introduced 
in the science of surgery can be obtdned so far 
as to free it from the obstacles which are an 
impediment to the surgical operations in the 
ambulance, it is evident that resections will 
soon have the jircfereuce over amputations. 
The preservation of the limb by the hojKd for 
method has not had hitherto the happy results 
which in niy opinion will be obtunetl more 
amply hereafter. Many other impedimeuts 
have hitherto prevented its bcncGcial iutlueucc 
besides those which concern conservative oper- 
ations. Of these may be enumerated the fol- 
lowing:—!. The excessive accumulation of 
wounded in the hospital wards, by which the 
air luTomea tainted and generates putrefaction. 
Among the many human intirnntics, none re- 
quire more imperiously that the air should be 
pure, and often renovated, than those in rooms 
where a great number of wounds of that kind re- 
quire long time for suppuration. After a san- 
guinary war, and still more, during a long con- 
tested battle, it is diffi{*ult to find sufficient 
space to supply these deficieneca. 2. The want 
of well prepared apimratuses to insure the per- 
fect steadiness of the limb, even when under- 
going a daily dressing. 3. The deficiency of 
luteliigeut and constant surgical assistants, 
who, among the numerous duties required of 
them, could devote to each peculiar case the 
diligent and constant medications it may re- 
quire.” 

The learned Signor Cortese is inspector of 
health in the Italian army, and his fearful rev- 
elations will certainly not have been published 
without his having often appealed in vain to 
obtain from our government the necessary re- 
qui.sites. 

It is now the duty of the Italian people to 
take note of these revelations, ami should w'ur 
break out some further sacrifices must be made, 
and not allow their defenders to be mutilated 
for want of a few livres, the cost of a set of 
well-prepared apparatuses, and persons able to 
tbo use of them. As to medical men, if in the 
heart of many there still remains any doubt or 
uncertainty which the aphorisms of our manual 
are intended to remove respecting the treatment 



of gunshot wounds, it will be easier to come to 
an nuderstamliug on the subject by a serious 
and peaceful discussion when we ore better 
preparcil for the day of trial. 

STATEMENT DEI4VERED AT TUE MEETING OF TH* 

finj M^cH, 1864. 

In midition to my discourse on the 13th of 
December *' II Congresso e Tltalia,” respecting 
the neutrality of the woun<led in time of war, I 
have the honor of submitting to you the follow- 
ing remarks, which will show you the rapid 
progress obtained by the humauilariau princi- 
ple of the iieutralitv of the wounded soldiers, 
which yon so warmly approved of in this hall 
the first ilay it wjis proclaimed, 28lh of April, 
1H61. The Society of Ihiblic Utility in Geneva, 
after the iuteruutiuiial congress of which 1 in- 
formed you. Bent to all the European states an 
official circular containing the following inqui- 
ries: 

1. Is government disposed to grant its high 
protCi'titm to the committee of relief for the 
wounded which is being formed in its own 
country, in consequence of the resolutions of 
the conference of Genev.i, aud to pronioUi as 
far as pos.Mible the fulfilment of its miasiun? 

2. Would government adhere to an interna- 
tional convention, having for its aims (Ai the 
neutrality in time of war of the “ambulanze ” 
and military hospitals of the medical sUiffi of 
the volunteer as^istanU presented by the com- 
mittee of relief of the inhabit4iuta of the place 
who might be going to succor the wounded, 
and of the militar}* wounded themselves? (B) 
The adoption of an uniform or a di.stinctive sign 
common to the staff bt longing to the 8 iiniuii 7 
service, and of a particular tl^ig for the ** ambu- 
lanze” and hospiuils? Should this last propo- 
sition bo accepted, would there be any objec- 
tion to the adopting for oil the leather cuff' and 
the white fltig with a red cross? Many govern- 
ments have already answered officially. At the 
entreaties of Dr. Lehmann, the Swiss Federal 
Council authorized the military department to 
meet thewisht‘s above mentioned, on condition 
th^lt the KtaUs on the confines of Switzerland 
would adhere likewise to the international con- 
vention. 

Then foJh)wed the adhesions of Wurtemburg, 
of Uu-ssia, France, and Denmark. In Stock- 
holm, under ih superintendence of Dr. Hahn, 
an Important society has been instituted, with 
an auxiliary diramation of ladies belonging to 
the high nubility of Wurtemberg, proclamations 
and appeid.s have been issued i\ll over the coun- 
try. 

In Prussia, a large central committee has 
been formed by th«5 Prince Henry XIII., of 
lleuss. and by the private counBellor Housselle, 
both dennties of Prussia to the Congress of Ge- 
neva. In this committee, next to Prince Had- ^ 
ziwill, Count Amim, Count hlolberg-Verniger- 
ode, » hancellor of the Order of St, John ol Je- 
rusalem. stand the librarian Wagner, the Isra- 
tdite banker Mendelssohn, the protestaut aud 

calhtdic clergymen In Prussia only 

they have not been very dUig*‘Ut in constitut- 
ing such a committee, because the minister of 
Boon, on account of the iusufficiency of Prus- 
sian dencones‘-es. has been obliged to have re- 
course to the superior in chief of the si.sterhood 
of St Carlo, at Nancy ^Meurthe,) aud request 
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hcT to send to SchleawiR sisters disposed to Ht- ' 
tend on the Prussian calholic sick aud waaud* 
ed, an<l directly eighteen sisters started from I 
Treves for the seat of war. King AVilliam, of | 
Prn.-.Hiii, has expressed many times his strong 
symputhy for this pious undertaking, to which 
ho hiui granted his most iiowerful protactiou. 
He professes tlie principle of neutrality for the 
wonmled, and has no dunbt it will bo generally 
admitteii 

In France, the army warmly approves tho 
principle of neutrality, and the Emjvror Na- 
poleon w'rute to Dunont to assure him of his 
wish to contribute to this mission by promot- 
ing tho formation of the French oommitt«o. 
He declares publicly his approval of the object 
of the conference, and ot the eiforts loadc to 
insure its success; allows his sympathies to be 
mailc known, and orders the Minister of War to 
auUioriite some of tho chief otlicers Pj take part 
in the committee instituted in Paris by Dun.int. 

Hy a il^putch from Copenhagen, dated tho 
28th January, 18t'4, tho Minister of War of Den- 
mark liMS iuf>»riucd the cooimitU'O of (Jeueva of 
tlio odicial tulhesion of his country to tho votes 
of tho conference. In Spain, the Prince D. 
Sebastian has undertaken to sustain wah vigor 
tho neutrality ainl the improvement of the con- 
dition of the wounded- In Italy {says tho 
JtntrraUqf (Jentm of the 2Uth February, IHCt,) 
a patriotic appeal in favor of Uie iuteruatiuual 
Boedely has Ih*«ui largely «li!fused, by tho caro of 
8iguor Guido Corsini, secn^tary of the Danles- 
cau commission; a committee has been insti- 
tuted in Florence, and the eldest son of the 
king. Prince Dml»erto, has declared that ho 
would promote and protect all aocietiea termed 
in this country towards this pious work. 

You know that iu Italy more than this has 
been done, ami the press of Geneva is not ig- 
norant of it. fur in its journal of the 2dih De- 
ceiiilKtr, it chums for Naples the priority 

of the idea of the noutndity of the wounded, 
which it says it enunciated in IHtil, *'dans line 
bns'hure conuue a Geneve, puis qu Vile uvait 
doling lieu a uu concours, ou dea Genovois 
avuient concouru.” 

Justice and logic, after this, oni>ht to have 
claimed, as a symbol of the nuutrtdity, a white 
cross ou a red ground, insleatl of a red cross 
on a white ground. But this mnvt bo decided 
by oiir governing powers, and we have no right 
to judge them before the work is begun. It is 
umhuiiablo, however, that the activity of I>u- 
nant, ami of tho committee of Geneva, in their 
etlbrts to Npreiul the adopteil principle, deserve 
groat praise, and we think that the periodical 
press, particularly the Oujm/ilts fJi Oinevra, de- 
serves some likewise; which, to convince tho 
unbelievers of the possibility of etlectuating 
the nriuciplo of the neutrality of the wounded, 
recalls the following bistorieid facts: 

In 1743, in the war of the succession of .Aus- 
tria, Marshid de Noniiles, commanding tho 
tVench army, oouchidetl a treaty on this sub- 
ject, in Aschulfenbourg, with Count Stair, com- 
mander of the Knglish army, and these gene- 
rals engaged reciprocally to respect and protect 
the hospitals, which was scrupuioasly done dur- 
ing tho war. Ou tho iJth of February, 1759, at 
Ecluse, in Flanders, a similar treaty, contain- 
ing the same identical details, was entered into 
by the Uarquis du Barrail for tho King of 



France, and Sir Henry Seymour Conway for 
tho King of England. 

'Ilie tieaty of the 7th of September, 17C0, bo- 
tw-een Frederick the Great, King of Piussia, 
and France, which Wius punctually mlhered to 
on both Hides, enbdled tho duly of taking groat 
care of tho sick and wounded, and not to take 
pri&onors cither clorgyim ii, doctors, surgeons, 
apothecaries, mirKos, a.ssistauts, or any other 
party attached to hospital service. 

In IKIM), General Moreau, commander of the 
French snny, proposed a similar treaty to the 
AnstriJUi goneral, Kray, who refused to accept 
it, and thus during sixty-four years, through 
the interfiroDco t»f the upholders of divine 
right, justice aud humanity has been siloiicod, 
while we think ourselves on the road Of pro- 
gress and civilization. 
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OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
Isl. To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., irithout cost to the claimant. 

'id. To jirotect soltiiers or sailors and their 
families from imjmsture ami fraud. 

3.1. To prerent false claims from being 
made ayainst the Government. 

ith. To give gratuitous advice and infor. 
m ition to soldiers and sailors or their ami- 
lies needing it. 
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THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 

Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, 18G1, in accordance with the rocommen* 
dation of the Btirgeon>Geoeral of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi* 
aation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. 0. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

Geoi^e T. Strong, N:?w York. 

Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. BL Sbiras, U. S. A. 

R t . Wood, AsKi:stant Hnrg.-Oen’l U. 8. A. 
Wolc-n Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

8. G. H*>ve, M.D., Boston, MaKH. 

C. R. Agnew, MD., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Bt Rev. T. Clarke, Providence. U. L 
Hon. R W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, 111. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. 0. 

Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 

Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stills. •• “ 

Ezra B. HeCagg, Chicago, 111. 

omezBs: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D^ Vice-President. 

George T. Strong, iVeasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins. JI.D., Genera! Secretary, 

J. 8. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary, 

J. H. Douglas. M.D., Associate Secretary. 

F. K. Knapp, Aasudato Secretary. 

STAKDXXO COJOrnTEB. 

Henry W. BclIow's, D.D, 

George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Tiiiren, M.D. 

Wolcott Gibbs, .M.D. 

C. R Agnew, M.D. 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary CommlMlon has mads arrangsmsnts 
for siipplylDg information gratuitously, with roganl to 
patlsiits iu all the United States General Hnspltala. 

For infonaatioD relative to patients in the Hospitals In 
New York. Now Jersey, the New England States, East- 
ern Virginia, Harj'laud, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, floiida and Lotiiaiaua, addrosa 
**Ofllce of Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C." 

For the Hospitals In Pennsylvania, address “Office of 
Banttary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Stroet, Fbila- 
deiphia." 

For the Ilospltala to Western Virginia. Ohio. Indiana, 
nUnuls, Missouri, lows, Kenturky, Tennessee. Missis* 
•Ippi, and Arkansas, addroas “Office Bamtory Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ey." 

In all cases the name, rank, compaor, and regiment of 
the person Intiulrod for should be given, and where be 
was when last heard from, tf the application Is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by rutum of mall ; If in person, 
it will be answered at once ; or If by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately tU the luquiror'a 
expense. 

49 * Soldlert* Aid Societiee, clergymen, editors, and 
otbera, can scarcely serve the oanse of bumonity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely diseomlnatlng 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friend 
In the army. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT, 

Tlie Sanitary Commisoio^ tinuer opedol authorw 
itv of the President of the United States, moiDtains 
on extensive system of a^enciea for securing the 
safe conveyance to, and dietribotion of, goods put 
in its charge for we sick and wounded at pomte 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
ei]iial core and generosity at all points — at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and oi 
Chattanooga— its distribntions Iwing ^vomed b> * 
comparison of the wonts of tlie patients in all cosoe. 
The following is a list of doiv>t«, to which auxiliary 
societins, and all dispoeed to aid the sick ana 
wounded, without reference to Statoe or localltiee, 
bat simply to their relative necessity for oosist- 
ance, ore invited to send their oflbriijgs: 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Moss. 

Sanitaty Commission, Broneh Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, Kuw York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Sanitary CommisHion, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore. Md. 

Sanitary Commissions Brancn I^pot, comer Vme 
and Sixth Streets, Cincumati, O. 

Sanitary CommissioD, Branch Depot, No. 96 
Bonk Street. Cloveiand, O. 

Sanitary (Jummission. Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, 111. 

Saniiary Commiseion, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am's Bhx'k, BufTaln, New York. 

Sanitaiy Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4tb 
Street, IMttsbiirg, Penn. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 83 Lor» 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Sanitary CommisaioD, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no poenniorv aid what- 
ever fnmi the Government, and is wholly depend- 
eiit on the volunlary contribntioiis of the puiilic for 
the means of snstAining its opwatinns. C^thbu- 
tions to the Treasnry ore solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Era., Treasurer, 
63 WaU Street, N. Y. 



RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

Oeneral SuperlDtendent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Waahlne* 
ton, D. C. t'hief Aaslstant, J. & Abbott. 

Soldiers* Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Wash* 
Ingtou. D. C. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between Idtb and 14th Btreetiw 

Lodge No. 6. Maiyland Avenue, near Railroad Station. 

Nurnea* Home. Waablngton, D. C. 

Soldier's Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Boston. 

Boldu rs* Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, 01a- 
oiniiatt, Ohio — CoL O. W. D. Andrews, 8np‘L 

Soldiers' Homs, Cairo, UL— C. N. BUpman, 8up*t and 
Relief Agent. 

Suldisrs' Home, LoulsviUe, Ry.— dames Malona, 8up*t. 
Jana'S Murton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.— L. Crane, Supt ai»l 
Belief Ageut 

Soldiers* Home, Oolnmbns. Ohio ■ — ■ ■ . 8up*L 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio— Joseph Jeroms, Sop* t 
and Relief Agent 

Soldiers* Lodge, near landing, Memphli, Tenn.— O.W. 
Christy. Sap’t and Relief Agent 

Holdlere’ Lodge, Vicksburg. Mlea.— T. Way. Sup’t 

Soldiers’ Home, New Orleans, La.— C. F. Howes. Siip't. 

aOSWOT VOB PBKSIOirSL 

WUUam F. Boaeom, Peasloo Agent Washington, D. O 
nosnrai. calm. 

Between Washington and New York— Sot Andie wo, 
M. D„ Surgeon in charge. 

Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 

Between LonlsrUle and Chattanooga— Dr. J. P. Bor- 
nnm, Burgeon in charge. 



asimaBt smuxsa. 
James River— HUabeth. 



Tht Sanitary Commisaion BvOxUn. 



703 




JJKW YORK. 
(Opposite Hudson Rirer Railroad Depot,) 

AND 

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 

IVaibinKton, D. C., 

(Two doors from Willard's.) 



Imported Wines, 
Brandies, &c., 

OF THE PUREST QUALITY, 




FOR 

Medicinal & Sanitary Purposes, 

Such ns are extensiTely used in the 

UNITED STATES HOSPITALS, 

AND BT TUB 

SANtTABV COMMISSION. 



Adapted to every Brancli of 
Business. 



MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 

THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 



E.H.FmBANKS«CO„ 



St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 



ALSO, 

American Wines, 

or the Highest Gades. 



SOLE AGENT IN NEW YOrtK AND WASHINGTON FOR 

LONGWORTH’S 

Sparklini anil Si. Calawba Wine, 

Brandies, &c., &c. 



PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 

FAIRBANKS ft CO., 

No. 252 Broadway, New York. 

FAIRBANKS A BROWN, 

No. 118 MUk Street, Boston. 

FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & Co., 
No. 172 Lake Street, Chioago. 

FAIRBANKS & EWING, 

niasonio Hall, Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS & CO., 

No. 246 Baltimore St., Baltimore. 

I®* Dacriplite Circulars furnished or 
mailed to any address, on application to 
either of the abott. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

(folumWmi (Jjiaritte) fiisufaurf 
COMPANY, 

CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 



CASH CAFITAL, - $1,000,000. 



From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Tear, ending December 31, 1863. 

Total Amount of Assets, Jauuary 1, 1S64 $3,140,930 80 

Total Amount of Premiums 3,252,256 70 

Excc.“s of Earned Prcmium.s over Lo,s.ses, &c 1,137,063 33 

Reserve for Estimate Claims Una(\ju.sted and other Contitifrenriea 441,206 49 

Guaranteed Ca.sh Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 

or not 269,614 80 

Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums 15 pt r cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders 26 per cent. 



LOSSES PAID in GOLD opon Bisks on wbich the Premiiin is paid is like Correnej. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified ut the time of application for iiisunuicc) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year. KKTURN6 IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned (Inring the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks uuder the NEW 
YORK FORaM OF POLICY, as follows: 



1st. Upon aU VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PKB CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks npou FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY pf.r cent. 
3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 



Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, tbe aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 

DIRECTORS. 



EDWARD ROWS, 
DANIEL VP. IX)RD, 
GEORGE H1L.N, 

JOHN ATKI.NSON, 

THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, 
WM. H. HALSET, 

THUS. BARRON, 

ROLAND O. ItncHKLL, 
ALBERT G. LEE. 

GEORGE P. DKHON, 

O. L. MRS, 



M. F. MKRICK, 

WM B. (iGliiai, 
JOHN ARM^TRONO, 
B. C. MORRIS. 
ANDREW J. RICH, 
DAN’L W. TEI.UJR, 
JOHN D. BATI-S, Jr.. 
CHARIJB IIICKOX, 
RfJBERT IIOWNE, 
LAWRENCE MYERS, 
8. N. DERRICK, 



MOSIN UERICK, 
DAVID J. ELY, 
JOSEI'H MORRISON, 
WH. H. I*OPHAM, 

B. C. MORRIS, Jb , 
I7.RA N^'K, 

BENRY J. CAMMANN, 
THOMAS I/)RD, 
ROBERT 8. HOLT, 

J. a GRIFFIN. 



THOS. liORD, Vloe President 



B. C. MORRIS| President. 



WM. M. WBITNliT 2d Vloe-Prealdent and Seoretaiy. 
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The Sanitary Commission Bulletin is ptMishfd 
on Jirsl atul j\fleeiUh of every monihy and as it 
has a circuUtiiofif gratuitous or Uher^ of attove 14,000 
oopiesy U o^era an unusually valuable me^iium for 
cuivertisiny. 

AU communications mttst be afJ/lresse<i to the Kd- 
«or, at tike office^ 823 liroadittny^ ami muH be au- 
thenticated by the names and addresses of the leriiers. 

As the continuance of the pttbUcation of Vie Btx* 
UTIN is uncertain^ dependvty on that of Vie tear^ 
and on the resources of Vie U. iS. SanUary Com- 
mission — Vie Standing feels a certain de- 

gree ofrductance to solicit subscriptions for it — and 
Vier^jy to ple^^lge the Commu^sion to its issue for a 
definUe pprio<i. 

The Vommlttee understand, hofcever^ that some of 
their friemls to whom it is now sent grotuitauMy, ex- 
press a wisii to pay for it, and they ther^ore give 
notice Viot Vie sum of tico dollars^ remitted to Vie 
IVeaAum-, (G, T. Strong, 68 Wall Street^ or No, 
823 Broadway, Neto Vork,) wiB secure Us tfcing sent 
to such contrUnUor during the remainder of the cur- 
rent year, unless its puhliealUm bs sooner diseon- 
(imiecL 

You L— No. 23. 46 



THE SANITARY COMMISSION LN THE 
8HEN.ANUOAH. 

The Sanitary Commissioif has long mode 
Harper's Ferry a centre of operations. 
Though the late important battle of the 
Ojiequan was nnannonnccd, Col. Mnblecb, 
in charge of the Commi.ssion's work at 
that point and vicinity, including Cumber- 
land, Martinsbnrg, and AVinchester, Va., 
was promptly on the ticid of battle with his 
corps of assistants and stores, which wore 
most welcome to the men and the Medical 
Department. The store-house at Harper’s 
Ferry was quickly emptied, hut the second 
day after the battle a fresh supply of arti- 
cles most needed arrived from Baltimore, 
where they had been stored in antici- 
pation of snch a call. The distance from 
the Ferry to Winchester, where the wound- 
ed were gathered, is thirty-six miles, with- 
out rail communication, and the country 
infested with guerrillas. Supplies were 
immediately pushed forward in wagons 
under the protection of a cavalry escort. 
Thirteen four-horse array wagons are used 
in this work, with the occasional addition 
of wagons and ambulances, gcncronsly pro- 
vided by the military authorities. These 
wagon. trains are run day and night, and 
thus far without loss. For aid and protec- 
tion in this difficult part of the work the 
Commission is greatly indebted to General 
Stevenson, in command at Harper's Ferry, 
and Col. Edwards, Thirty-seventh Mossa- 
chusotts Volunteers, commanding post at 
Winchester. 

On the day of the battle Dr. J. F. Jen- 
kins, the General Secretary, with Mr. F. 
N. Knapp, Associate Secretary, and Mr. 
John S. Blatchford, of Boston, started for 
the field, and with CoL Muhlech they rap- 
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idly effected a tliorotigh orgaoization ot 
the work, commensurate with an emergency 
BO great. It may be truly said that the 
Commission has never used its resources 
with more efficiency and beneficent result 
than at this time, aj d the good work daily 
goes on — thanks to a generous public whose 
gifts it dispenses. 

Agents have been rapidly sent forward^ 
from this city and from riiiladelphia, and 
there is now on the ground a working force 
of about forty men. 

Winchester is well nigh one vast hospi- 
tal, forty (40) buildings being used for their 
puqjose. Outside the town the new camp 
hospital, called the Sheridan, is fast organiz- 
ing, to which the wounded will soon be 
transferred. In connection with this a 
Diet Kitchen has been established, by the 
Commission, and placed under the chargo 
of Miss Harris. The town hospitals have 
been divided into seven districts, and a 
portion of the Commission's work in these 
has been assigned to seven most estimable 
Union ladies, who will be assisted by oth- 
ers, also residents of the town. Let these 
patriotic and Christian ladies be remem- 
bered! Their kind deeds have gladdened 
many of our weary and sick and wounded 
men in other campaigns, and their devo- 
tion is limited only by lack of resources. 

We add the names of those who are act- 
ing as Agents for the Commission: 

Mrs. Trippe, Miss Allie Sharp, Miss Hat- 
tie Oriflith, Miss Sullie Diffendcrfer^ Miss 
Martha L. Sidwcll, Miss Mattie Shumate, 
Miss Annie Diffenderfer. 

At the hospital of Confederate wotmded, 
in charge of their own surgeons, Mrs. Wil- 
liams, of Winchester, has been appointed 
agent, being pectdiurly fitted for this diffi- 
cult jjosition. A certain portion of the 
stores is consigned to her for distribution. 
The seriously wounded will be retained in 
the General Hospital instead of being trans- 
ported to distant places at the risk of life. 
For this merciful decision we are indebted 
to Dr. Brinton, the excellent Medical Di- 
rector. 

The following list will partially indicate 
the variety and quantities of articles needed 
at such crises of a campaign, being those 
iorwarded from Baltimore up to Septem- 
ber 28, and not including the goods in 



store at Haiper’s Ferry, at the beginning 
of the battle, which amounted to about five 
wagon loads. The value is about $40,000: 

wool shiriJi. 90 Ib«. auxneil chlckon. 

S.&&6 wool dntwert. 47 Iba. butur. 

4.3M) bandluTrla«*rii. 3.W3 bottk» wbUltj. 

9, f*i I ain wool sock*. GOO IfOttles cb*rr)r wioe, 

600 ticket*. ,7K galls, plt'kk s. 

600 quilLi. 9M bot's bUckberT7 brmcdjp. 

806 l.«-d sacks. 888 boulv* Jamaica giiigar. 

C.OG'J rosblouas 1 1‘4 buttle# alcohoL 

ClH pillow ticks. ' l*i buttles Jamaksi ram. 

GbO ])illowa. 170 Iba. raodlsa. 

pillow cases. |43U lbs. soap. 

I.IIH) cotton drawers. I.*ii4 tlDcu)ia. 

616 cotton abirta. bed'pans. 

480 pairs slii<pvra. 1 60 feeding cups. 

66V shccta. |740 apit-cups. 

1 200 p«drs rnttnn aorks 609 tin idatei. 

46 pioces mvJ#4|ulto netting. Il64 tin Itaslns. • 

16 Pit^'cs oil silk. 1 108 lautciua. 

40 bbla. crackcis. 12 dns cantilesticks. 

640 lbs deaslcated eggs. 160 beadrrata. 

960 Iba. roast beef. 12 bed tables. 

9, MG Iba. condensed milk. Ut.OOO enr* Uipes. 

1.316 Iba. bei-f stock. |60 rt>ajus not«> paper. 

2.105 lbs. coffee. 179 dun. chewing tobacco. 

1.H52 lbs. sugar. 179 doc. smokijig tobacco. 

20G Iba. tea. 10 hbds. it's. 

3H4 lbs. iioarhca. 1,101 pairs rnitcbes. 

in bbls. eggs. 240 prs. shoes. 

22 boxes leiuooa. 26 Iba. sponges. 

3.560 lbs nbocolata. 775 UiwvLs. 

8 bbla. lotatoea. 96 lbs canned to ms toes. 

1 bbl. \liirgar. 1.000 fkna. 

1.57 bbls. dried apples. 200 lbs. maicena. 

320 lbs. coni stan-b. 6 galls, tamarlnda. 

3H4 lbs. fanna. 

iwiis. spoons, knives and forks, brooms, washboards* 
wasiitubs. baskets, chisels, tacks, hatchets, axes, sawa, 
banjUMTs, corkst'rvws, can-openers. laiu)Mi. kettU s*stuvi«^ 
oil. }>aiis, boilers. hlauk-btKtks. inunlagc. peiiiioldera. 
jums, lead ]>enclls. ink, ei«tii lint, atlbesive jdaster. 

table salt. oats, bay, reading matter, arm alings, old Uo> 
cn, jvUj, ale, kc. 



Sheridan’s arht. 

HAAru's FsAttT. Va., ,Sej>feia6er 24. IBM. 

To Wic, A. Hovkt, 

AuislarU to Aitociatt Sfrtiary, eU. : 

Deaji Hir— A t this moment I find it an 
absolute impossibility to give you a detail- 
ed account of fhe Sanitary work in this 
Department for the week ending this day. 
I will, therefore, confine myself to n rough 
outline, reserving for an early day a more 
complete report. 

The news of the battle on the Opeqnan 
Creek reached us in the afternoon of Mon- 
day. In the course of the night our com- 
j)lete victory was confirmed. Having as- 
certained the loss in killed and wounded, I 
ordered all the goods on hand to be loaded 
on two of our wagons, and started myself 
on horseback, in company with Medical 
Purveyor Dr. Patton, and a train of medi- 
cal stores of the Government. 

We reached Winchester at three o’clock, 
A. M. Without seeking a bed, I com- 
menced at once my visits to the many 
hospitals, all crowded to overflowing, and 
in the most miserable and destitute condi- 
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tion ; wounded and all lived on one-fourth 
of a ration, and help was terribly neeiled. 
To shore out eqnally, I went to see Medi- 
cal Director Dr. Dubois, as soon as day- 
light came, and obtained a rough estimate 
of the number of wounded in each Corps. 
Tliis estimate guided me in the distribution 
of all I bad. I made the repartition, and 
issued in bulk to the Surgeons in charge of 
each Corps, whose vouchers I hold. 

By three o’clock, P. M., on the same day, 
I hod passed through all the principal hos- 
pitals, and then hurried back to the ferry, 
with an escort of ten men. 

Since then, we have all been working 
day and night to receive, re-load, and for- 
ward goods to the front Dr. Jenkins and 
Mr. Knapp went out in an ambulance last 
Thursday. Two more wagons heavily load- 
ed started with them. At thus moment I 
am busy in having five more wagons and 
six ambiUanccs loaded with stores. The 
whole will leave to-day, yet Mr. Knapp 
sent me word last night, that my presence 
at W. is needed, so I will start again, 
though I feel very tired for want of sleep, 
and the effects of a bad cold, which seems 
to settle on my lungs. 

The two wagons arrived this morning. 
One of our teams broke down this side of 
W., and has not yet returned; ns soon os 
it comes in, it will have to start for Hagers- 
town. There, too, our help is needed. 

The Sandy Hook Hospital has been fre- 
quently visited, and provided with ice, 
wine, and other articles. 

Mr. Evans leaves just now, and I am 
anxious you should get these few lines be- 
fore Monday. Our stores may last four or 
five days. 

Yours, etc., 

O. A. Muhlbch. 

Washivotow, SepUmbfr 96, 1864, 

Mb. Wk. a. Hotkt, 

AstxMtant to Auoriatt Seertiary : 

•» 

Deab Sib — I n compliance with your 
request, I herewith present you a brief 
sketch of my work with General Crook’s 
command during the last few days of my 
labors among them. 

On Sunday afternoon, the 18th instant, 
the camp near Summit Point was broken 
up. The long trains were ready for the 



march, the men stood long impatient for 
the “ forward, march." 

It was not given that night, so we bi- 
vouaced as best we could, expecting that 
in the morning, the anticipated order 
would be given. At daybreak we com- 
menced to move, the Commission wagon 
falling into its appropriate place behind 
the medicine wagon of the Second Division, 

This march was performed for the most 
part amul the low reverberations of the dis- 
tant firing of the artillery and musketry of 
the 6th and 19th Corps. It was not until 
almnt eleven o'clock that Gen. Crooks was 
brought into the action. 

The location of the field hospital being 
determined, I left the wagon there and set 
out with Mr. Knowlton for the front to as- 
sist as wo could. On arriving on the field 
we found our forces pushing ahead, thus 
affording us the best opportunity to remove 
the wounded, dying and dead into the field 
hospitals. We did what we could, we as- 
sisted them to ambulances, and endeavored 
to stimuhito their patriotism, patience and 
courage. 

By midnight the greater part of the first 
day’s wounded were gathered to the various 
hospitals — no one spared exertiou. Late 
in the evening wo returned to the hospitals 
to make all, as far os possible, comfortable 
for the night. By help from nurses, I 
arranged the sufferers side by side, so 
that two, and sometimes three, could enjoy 
the benefit of the same blanket. Ho who 
had abundance, by being n|>p('alcd to, was 
induced to part witff something to cover 
his less fortunate comrade. Thus by dint of 
a little planning wo were enabled to warm 
the chilled framo and stop the chattering 
teeth. 

* * • • * 

The early morning brought us new work. 
Wo assisted at the amputation table, fur- 
nishing sometimes lint, bandages and other 
stores. 

I kept the nurses to work on the most 
needy — sought out the bummers and strag- 
glers around, and set them to work wash- 
ing off the whole body of the slightly 
wounded, as they passed under the Sur- 
geon’s and dressers’ hands, supplying 
them myself with clean clothing. Yon 
would have been pleased to see the trans- 
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format ion 1 worked in this way. Took the 
name, and nature of wound of each man 
for the Surgeon's report, and in this way 
turned my hand to any and every thing 
that demanded attention. Thua poaaed 
the day, distributing meanwhile many 
stores I had in my well-atocked wagon for 
this emergency. Thus passed the nest day 
“ in part. About noon I turned over to my 
sucer.Hsor all tlie Sanitary Commission in- 
terest.!, and went to Winche,ster to return 
home. This closes my connection with tho 
Commission as n Relief Agent 
It is with ]>ain 1 part from a work in which 
I have taken mnch pleasure. The soldier 
that lies bleeding,* hungry and chilly, to 
keep from our doom tho tyrant and oppres- 
sor, is worthy to receive the sympathies of 
the best, to engage the energies of the 
greatest in this most noble of all work — 
alleviating hLs sulTerings. 

Must respectfully, etc., 

U. W. Evans. 

To tXe Standing CimmiUe* o/ 

U. S. trg ■«.• 

lUiu’KB'ii Frbht. StpUnber 21. 
Soon after mailing my tetters of yester- 
day to you at Baltimore, 1 heard of tho 
engagement ni-ar \Vinehe.ster, and decided 
to come here before visiting City Point. 

I onlered Mr. Pancoast to send by Ad- 
ams' E.vpres.s, a designated a.ssurtmunt of 
battle-held and hospital supplies, most of 
which were in our store-house at Balti- 
more, the only articles purchased being 
tin cups, milk and sherry wine, the latter 
having beou specially telegraphed for by 
our agent here, by request of the Medical 
Director of the District. I tlien telegraph- 
ed to you my intention to come here, and 
to Mr. Hovey, at Washington, what I had 
done. An hour later, I found Mr. Knapp, 
Associate Secretary for the East, and Mr. 
John S. Blatchford, of Bosto i, an Associate 
Member of the Commission, and requested 
them to accompany me. Kj train was to 
leave Baltimore until this morning. 

We reached this place at about 1 P. M. 
Visiting our storehouse, wc found Colonel 
Muhlech absent at tho front, and the stock 
of supplies low from the drafts just mode 
upon us. The wagons were at the front, or 
on the way back, except two four-horse teams 
and one two-horse team. Our stores were 



not to arrive on freight-train here until fire 
P. M., after which, there was to be no train 
to Winchester with an escort, (without 
which the road is not considered safe,) un- 
til to-morrow afternoon — so the Assistant 
Adjutant-General and Captain Flagg, the 
Quartermaster, told us. 

By the aid of our natural allies, the press 
correspondents, we heard of a stragglers’ 
guard as likely to go out at eight o'clock 
to morrow morning, and have directed the 
loading of the two four- horse wagons, to go 
out under its protection. 

We have carefully chosen tho articles 
most likely to be needed, viz., boot stock, 
stimulants, woolen underclothing, banda- 
ges and o(d linen, crackers, lemons and 
Biionges. 

The Government transportation is heav- 
ily taxed, and though Cupt. Flagg and the 
othe r officials show a desire to assist as far 
as they can, they are unable to give us the 
transportation for a single pound. 

Yours respectfully, 

J. Fosteb .Jenkins, 

^ Qenerak Sta-^rg. 

Mr. Knapp writes from Harjier’s Ferry, 
September 21: 

Four car loads of supplies have arrived 
here to day, since Dr. Jenkins and I reach- 
ed here, (one car loud from Washington — 
an excellent assortment — and three from 
Baltimore. ) Three teams, four horses each, 
ore with the three Army Corps. Yesterday 
Col. Muhlech sent out two more teams with 
assorted suppUes, and in the morning to- 
morrow, two more teams well loaded go 
out, whUe the two yesterday’s teams will 
probably be here to take out loads to-mor- 
row afternoon; these, with two more teams 
to come from Washington, will make a 
good train. 

No train has gone out this afternoon, 
with which Dr. Jenkins and I could go, 
escorted by them. We exjicct to go to 
Winchester to-morrow morning, getting 
there to-morrow evening. I telegraphed 
you to-night on receipt of your last tele- 
gram, to send another four-horse team 
from Washington, taking it, if need be. 
from the storehouse service; also, one sad- 
dle horse. 

10, P. M. CoL Muhlech is just in from 
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'Winchester. The need there of siipplies 
is large. A medical train and a commissary 
train arrive<l just before ho left the place. 

The wounded to be provided for, (our own 
and the rebel.) are about six thou.sand. 
There was another engagement for the pos- 
session of Fisher's Hill— sharp but short — 
in which we drove the rebels with s dash — 
moderate loss to us — captured eight hun- 
dred rebels, 

• • • • • 

Colonel Mnhlech writes from the same 
place. September 2.3 : 

I sit down at a late hour of the night to 
pen you yet a few lines, so as to inform you 
of the whereabouts of Dr. Jenkins and Mr. 
Knapp. 

They left for the front yesterday morn- 
ing. I hope they have safely reached Win- 
chester. I myself, returned from there on 
Wednesday night, after a ride of seventy 
miles in twenty-four hoora Horse and 
rider were equally exhausted. 

I found some six thonsand wounded, 
(union and rebel,) scattered all over the 
town; churches, hotels, stores, and private 
hon.ses arc nsed as temjKirary hospitals. 
Tliey were destitute of every thing, and an 
immense deal of good will bo done by the 
timely arrival of our sanitary goods. Would 
to God I had more means of transporta- 
tion, now that our storehouse is oversow- 
ing. Four teams heavily loaded have been 
forwardtsl to Winchester thus far. As soon 
as your two other wagons reach the ferry, 
I sh 11 send out further four loads. One 
team loaded with stores leaves to-moreuw 
morning for Hagerstown, where there are 
also a great many patients, and help is 
badly wanted. 

Dr. Jenkins and Mr. Knapp are expected 
bock to morrow night. However, I hardly 
think they will bo here before Sunday, as 
the road is unsafe, and can only be traveled 
with an escort. 

Two thousand prisoners, with one hun- 
dred and forty seven commissioned oflicers, 
passed through this afternoon; a thousand 
wounded are al.so expr>cted in to night. 
They will be left at Sandy Hook Hospital; 
a further lot of as many will bo sent cither 
to B dtimore or Frederick. This will leave 
at \V iuclicster only the most serious cases. 



U. 8. SSSTTAKT COMSIMION, t 
WISCSKSTKB. V*., Sept wbee M, 1S64. J 
To tXe landing CommiU^e nf the 

U. S. Shnitarg Cnmm>i4ion : 

Qbnixeuen — I hove the satisfaction this 
morning of re]>orting the arrivril of Col. 
Muhlech last evening, a few hours in ad- 
vance of the Commission’s supply train of 
five wagons and eight ambulances. The 
train was to park on its arrival at the 
8uburt>8, and to report here this morning. 
Miss Harris, Colonel Fnch, and two Kelief 
Agents from Washington, accompany it; a 
very welcome addition to our working force. 
The supplies arc equivalent to eight wagon 
loads — an assorted stock, with rather a 
preponderance of food anti deficiency of irarm 
corerinye and under duthing. Theee are 
the great leant ire hare here note. The icrather 
became coqler on Saturday evening, and there 
has been a great increase of suffei in / the last 
two nights, three cases of tetanus, resulting 
from exfiosure. 

Col. M. hopes to be able to secure am- 
bulances, so long 08 large trains come back 
here empty. It is’not likely to be long, 
unless much larger numbers of wounded 
from the front are precipitated upon us. 

There are here some thirty very devoted 
union women, who, ever since the tide of 
war began to surge iqi and down the valley, 
hove, when occasion offered, given their 
time and goods for the relief of our di.->abled 
soldiers; whether in our own hospitals, or 
prisoners in those of the enemy. 

The ca.sualties attending tlie campaigns 
of Banks, Milroy, and the occupation of 
Crooks and Averill in July last, were greatly 
mitigated by their attentions. 

In one of the rebel hospitals here, are now 
thirty-nine wounileil union soldiers, who aro 
enthusiastic in their eulogy of those who 
have treated them so kindly every d iy since 
the evacuation by our troops in ,Iiily. 

These tallies have been visiting indis- 
criminately the past week the lio,-pitals of 
the city — overdoing the matter in some, 
entirely neglecting others. 

Mr. Blatchford and I devoted a good 
part of yesterday to the effort of inducing 
them to systematise their work. 

After visiting the representative women 
at their homes, we cffecteil a conference in 
the afternoon, and, by our advice, they de- 
signated seven of their number who should 
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be ^espon^i^>le for certBin relief work in the 
■even dlMricIsinto which we have arbitrari- 
ly divided the city. Each of thcaevcn — who 
will be peiaonally known to Col. Mnhiech, 
Mr. Adame, (Hoapital Visitor,) and the 
Rtorekeeper— will call to her o!e-i»tai>oe such 
•id aa she net da in her district Vie aball 
iaaiie only to the seven mch portions of our 
stock, suitable for the preparation of extra 
and light diet, aa we can, with regard to the 
■watita of the whole service, spare day by day. 

The plan has the approval of the Medical 
Dirictor, and of such of the Chief Medical 
officers aa 1 have consnlted. 

1 think we have thus seenred a reliable 
eor]» of hus])ital visitors, under a good or- 
ganization, nut cumbersome, or embar- 
rassing. 

Yours respectfully, 

J. Foster Jeneims, 

Otn*rat Stc> ttary. 



ginning of the War, and has had abundant 
opportunities of olieervation: 

Raw Teas AasacT, Cm Potwr, Ta.. > 
SrpUmtUr SOU. 1SS4. ( 

To Col. Bamukl Kosth. 

N. r. SaU Milvarp Agtni, WoAmglm, D. C. 

My Dear Sir — In my rounds of obeer- 
vation to-day, I visited the Headquarters 
of the U. S. Sanitary Commission at their 
floating depot at the wharf, and was, aa 
usual, very kindly received, and my sug- 
gestions as to the kinds and methods of re- 
lief most requisite just now in hospittd and 
at the front, courteously accepted and con- 
sidered. 

My convictions are only strengthened by 
every day's observation, that the true way 
to work for the soldiers is by and through 
this many-armed organization, and to see 
that it is BUpplierl with the meatM, and then 
that it does its work, and to give it credit 
for what it does. It is for the interest both 



tvuM'idotfl L*it nf rtrtnvfd nt Sio M Win* 

ter, Ta., 2(KA, and rA«mday,nd5(’^«MNr, 

IMM. 



900 IbR. iitork. 

144 botUf* wbiikjr. 
tfl •• sherry winf. 
9M Iba ci>iid«‘DiM>d milk. 
908 wool sUirtii. 

400 pr«. wool drawen. 
M3 blartkrU. 

149 quilts. 

400 U'wrls. 

900 cushlf'iit. 

186 bf<l itacka. 

108 pillows. 

401 lbs. rhoroUto. 

9 bbU. crarkem. 

400 lbs. malscna. 



% Oh oX 
f? bed sacks. 

184plU«>w raaea. 
]64blankrta. 
lOO quilts. 

190 snorts. 

440 Aauncl drawsra. 

880 •' ahirta. 

840 pra. woolen aocka. 

190 *' shoos. 

9 oases handkorchlcdr. 

8 •• towtls. 

9 botes soap. 

1 lot hand basina. 

1 lot coffee pots. 

900 tin cuiM. 

48 Uotrnui. 

1 bbi tin platoa. 

94 bbls. n ackf-m. 

8 boxes 1 300 lbs.) maiaena. 
Ocbeatatea. 



3 bbls. bandaffOB. 

9 *' old linen. 

9 boxes leniona. 

64 lb«. dessic. 

9'2 *■ crushed au^ar. 

400 tin cups. 

360 epUuts lanrg.) 

10 pra. crutches. 

6 resins paper. 

3.600 enTeltipea. 

360 prs. wool aocka. 
il36aheeU. 

1 36 Iba. spongo. 

144 bottles Jamatea irlngcr. 
|]03 ** blackberry ayrop. 



6 bbla. coffee. 

60 Iba. chocolate. 

1.440 Iba. cond. milk. 

103 ’* dcasicatod egg. 

3 bbla. white sugar. 

6 •• brown •* 

1 caae Jellies. 

640 Jba. beef s*ock. 

180 “ roos' b>^. 

30 gallona pi' klea. 

316 bottles wh.sky. 

316 “ sherry. 

3 caaea blackberry brandy. 
18 reams note paper. 

4 •• letter “ 

1 lot enTelopes. 

1 lot reading matter. 

300 cnablons. 

3 bbls. old linen. 

IcaseUnt. 



m>'i I rfrivtH at lAe Depot of the Cornwhit^ 
WtndkeoUr, F^.,oiiSepL 96 8, 1864. 



WORK OP THE COMMISSION ON THE 
JAMES lUVER. 

The following definite and clear expres- 
sion of opinion in regard to the operations 
of the Commission, is from one who has 
been in active mUitary service from the ho- 



of the State Agencies and the Sanitary 
Commission that their relations be dis- 
tinctly and permanently adjusted upon 
these principles. Your own experience as 
State Agent, will, I know, confirm this view. 

On the broad and capacions wharf, I 
found the work of receiving and sending 
out fresh vegetables going bravely on. 
There was a stock of fine cabbages, part of 
C,000 beads, which had just come iu from 
Philadelphia by the Commission’s Steamer 
“Elizabeth:" 

Onions, 460 barrels. 

Sweet Potatoes, 95 barrels. 

Pickles, 45 casks, 

Irish Potatoes, 50 barrels. 

Beets, 60 “ 

And boxes of peaches, Ac., in proportion, 
to be distributed from the local depots in 
the hospitals on the hill, to say nothing of 
the well-stored barges piled with the usual 
and varied supplies. 

Several teams were receiving their loads 
for the front, and I ascertained upon in- 
quiry, that 18 teams (owned by the Com- 
mission,) were at the moment employed in 
getting the fresh supplies to the very front. 
To theOth Corps and to the 18th, each, 1,000 
cabbage, had gone; 716 to the 6lb; 750 to 
the 2(1, and the work was going on. 

As I st rod by the pile, asking q lestions, 

I I found myself instinctively taking out my 
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jack-knife, nliittling and niuucliing tbo 
plump Htiilk of a broken cabhage leaf with 
aiicli iuemorie!i and visions of liumcaiitiimn 
scenes of in gathering, as jou can r -udily 
imagine. “ That dors seem natural faid 
a aeddier standing near, as ho sb'pped for- 
ward and followed my example ! 

To my great satisfaction, also, I found 
that the authorities of the Commission had 
reached the conclusion, which you know 
had long been entertained by the writer, 
that the Qovernment supply of liquors for 
medical purposes is ample, (though not 
always the best in quality, as they ought to 
be,) or may be mode ample; and that this 
item of expenditure, so costly and so liable 
to abuse, may safely give way to the olaims 
of other kinds of relief, more strictly within 
the sphere of the Commission. It is, in 
my view, a most judicious step, and not 
taken too soon. Yet a highly respected 
surgeon near me, suggests, as I write, that 
yoo I domestic wines ought not to cease to be 
issued by the Commission; and that these 
can only be collected throughout the coun- 
try by its agency. I presume they arc still 
furnished, in detail, by the Commission, 
through trusty visitors of the General Hos- 
pitals in the oitic.s, upon the proper requi- 
sition. 

The issuing of tnhnccn, which had been 
su»|Hmded for a time, has been resumed, 
but is restricted in amount. To the unpaid 
men, and to those in hospital who de-sire 
it, no issue is more valued or more wel. 
come; and I repeat only what I hear from 
the surgeons, most of whom speak “ not 
inexperienced,” when I say that there 
ought to be no deprivation of it to the 
classes I have j ust named. Mr. Seymour's 
supplies of this article, here in Mie front, 
will be remembered when the fresh vegeta- 
bles BO freely sent have been long for- 
gotten. 

The demand for woolen shirts, drawers 
etnd socks, is always very great; but the 
need now is more imperative than ever be- 
fore, at this season and in this climate; and 
I am told here that every woolen shirt 
■given out costs the Commission nearly four 
doUars. The class really needing them 
most is that of the convalescents, returning 
or about to return from hospital to regi- 
ment, with little flesh and blood about 



them, and almost certain to relapse if sent 
away thinly clad. In very many cases 
those must go back shivering, unless the 
Commission or a State Agency supply 
them; and it may be weeks before the con- 
valescent, returned to duty, can “draw" 
them in his regiment. The sequel is, a 
relapse and a return to hospital. 

And this brings up a very urgent and 
momentous question of economy. Where 
one thousand dollars is paid readily as 
bounty to a raw recruit, out of the public 
treasury, is it not a strange contradiction 
and neglect of wise economy, (leaving hu- 
manity out of the question,) to suffer the 
loss of the vigorous service of au experi- 
enced soldier by this defect in arrange- 
ments and provisions, otherwise so admira- 
ble and bountiful ? 

A soldier is brought to the hospital, sick 
or wounded, from a distant camp or line. 
His soiled or bloody shirt and drawers re- 
placed by a hospital shirt and drawers of 
cotton; he remains for weeks — unpaid most 
likely; recovers, is “returned to duty,” — 
but, if he cannot communicate with his 
regiment, and often even if he can, there 
is no provided source fur fitting him out 
warmly fur his new exposure, except the 
charities of the Commis.sion. It is so, too, 
as regards rheumatic invalids in hospital, 
requiring warm woolen uuderclothes. I 
know how entirely you will agreo wiili me, 
from your own largo cxp. rii.uoo iu your 
office, when I express the earnest wish, 
that this simple consideratiuu eo.iM rnlr in 
all that regards the sick and temporarily 
disabled soldier, who is not a proper sub- 
ject for immsdiale discharge; namely, that 
“ If a green recruit is worth $1,200 or 
$1,500 to put into the ranks, then it is the 
purest economy to spend at least half as 
much on any means and appliances which 
promise to promote and hasten the restora- 
tion of a sick or disabled veteran to sound 
health and vigor, and to efficient ser- 
vice. ” 

I wish that this rule could dominate is 
all that relates to our hospitals, as it cer- 
tainly has been recognized by the Sanitary 
Commission. 

And I cannot help asking, why, if fresh 
vegetables are needful and desirable for 
keeping up the health and vigor of soldiers 
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in tli8 front, the inconsiihTiible outlay of ii 
few dollars por month, for txtrii clothinj' 
for easdi invalid, should he omitted or un- 
provided for in the arrangements of Gov- 
ernment, while such enormous sums are 
paid merely to secure tho enlisimeril of men, 
who, for tho want of just this outlay, are so 
soon to bo transferred from tho ranks to 
the hospitals. 

I have always urged and recommended, 
though ineffectually, that a per centago of 



through cxpi sure and unrest, which, more 
than any other cause, pi'rhaps, so often 
piecludes recovery, by making subsequent 
medical cure, however kind or skillful, 
iueffeidual. 

Yours respectfully, 

J. V. Van Inoew, 

Field AgeiUt N. T. S. 



DOINGS AT THE FRONT. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAIi. 



all State and local bounties should be re- 
iaineil, to constitute an “ extra-clothing 
and hospital fund”— ample for tho need, 
and a far more honorable resource to the 
recipient. 

If society choose to add, as it will, to this 
requisite supply, by voluntary gifts, well. 
It is a necessary expression of its wann 
interest in the soldier; but the question is, 
whether its gifts should be so heavily drawn 
upon as they are, in simply enlarging and 
improving, (and that fitfully, unequally 
and partially,) his daily ration; or, whether 
its bounty should not be concentrated upon 
the work of assisting Government in ail 
means and ajtphances, huverer costly, lor 
hastening the return of vigor to a sick or 
wounded veteran, and of the cured veteran 
to duty in his regiment ? 

And I would instance the following as 
amorg the foremost examples of tho direc- 
tion of such efforts: 

First of alL A very large addition to the 
medical staff of the army in the field and 
in the hospitals— of experienced and faithful 
Burgeons. This cannot be had without — 
Second. A liberal increase in their pay, 
which is now mean and scanty. 

Third. A liberal expenditure for extra 
clothing for all invalids — making this indis- 
pensable requisite to recovery and restora- 
tion easily accessible. 

Fourth. A great and prompt enlargement 
of the appliances and the material for the 
preparation of special diet, in connection 
with all hospitals; and the provision of in- 
telligent and faithful oversight and man- 
agement of this department, so liable to 
abuse and its consequences to tho sick. 

And last. Perhaps most difficult, the ut- 
most efforts, in the transportation of the 
sick and wounded, from camp and the bat- 
tle-field, to prevent that waste of strength 



Satdedat. S*pltml>er 10, 1M4. 

Sent Tug “Curtain** to Point of Rocks 
in charge of Mr. Anderson, with the fol- 
lowing supplies, to bo distributed througli 
the 18th Corps, by Mr. Geo. A Williams, 
Agent, ir> bbla. pickles, 30 bbls. onions, and 
lU kegs tamarinds. 

Communication from Mr. Fay, Uiat the 
matter of head-boards has been arranged 
with the Chief Medical Officer, and tho 
Commiesion need not supply them. 



Septnkber 

The issues to-day have been very large. 






No news of importance from the front. 
Rebels continue to tire upon pasting trains, 
but as jet, bave failed to hit out. They 
use the fcolid Whitworth shot, and in sop© 
instances have hit between the niils. 
Trains are now running mostly at nigh^ 
and earthworks ate being erected for their 
protection. 

Issues to-day have been rather large, yet 
during the allernoon, business was quit© 
slack. 

^ % Stptemher ISfA. 

W’ent front and met Dr. McDonald at the 
9t3; Corps; rode along the lines, giving Mr. 
Marsh, who accompanied us, every facility 
fur gaining any information he might want. 
Rode to the 10th Coips, from there home. 
The Station at tho 9th Corps is almost per- 
fect in its arrangement. Tents neatly ar- 
ranged. Grounds in good condition; ar- 
bors nnd arcliw ays made from cedar boughs, 
and tl.e whole enclosed by fence, mode 
from the same material. 

Tho day was very quiet, and the pickets 
to a great extent observed it, as there was 
but very little firing. 






News from Gen. Grant’s Head-Quarters 
that Gen. Sheridan bad badly wrhipped 
Gen. Early in the Shenandoah Valley, cap- 
tured three thousand of the enemy, six 
giiDs, and all the dead and wounded. 
Found two thousand dead. 

A salute of one hundred shotted guns is 
ordered to be fired along the lines to- mor- 
row morning at 7 o’clock, in honor of the 
victory. 
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Great ri-joiciiiR; troops arriviiiK, and with 
the good news just received, all feel that 
tlie end of this rebellion is near at hand. 

Stp'ember 

The salute in honor of Sheridan's victory 
■was fired according to orders this morning, 
meeting in portions of the lino a vigorous 
res|)onse from the rebels. 

Sent to the front yesterday and to-day, 
218 bbls. onions, 2 bids, beets, 49 bills, 
pickles, 8 boxes peaches, (green,) 1 bbl. 
tamarinds; all transported by our own 
wagons. 

StpUmber Vld. 

Sent to the front, 144 bbls. onions, 6 
bbls. beets, 32 boxes peaehes, (green). 

Four Corps received battle-stock, viz., 
2d, 9tb, 10th, and 18th. 

Four Corps received stock for issuing, 
viz., 2d, 9th, 10th, and 18th. 

Every preparation is being mode to meet 
the demands of the next battle. Have a 
good reserved stock, but we need a great 
deal more, even if the resistance on the 
part of the rebels is not as stubborn as we 
all expect it will be. 

September 33<L 

Issues to-day have been very large. 

Sent three wagons front; two to the 5th, 
and one to the lOtb Corps. 

Communication from Dr. C. R. Agnew, 
from which the following abstract is taken: 

“ The Executive Committee, upon the 
receipt of your note (Dr. McDonid’s) of 
the IGth inst., passed the following re.sola- 
tion, viz.. Dr. McDonald be instructed to 
issue tobacco to soldiers in the trenches, noti- 
fying them, however, that such issues can- 
not be permanent. ” 

Bkad-Qdabtcu Dtv., Sm A. C.. 1 
aATOmiiAY, sepi. Ufk, 1SS4. ) 

“Received of Mr. E. M. Barton, Agent 
of the Sanitary Commission lor the 5th 
A. C., the following articles for the use of 
the enlisted of this Division: 6 bbls. pick- 
les, 26 bbls. onions. 

Signed, C. E. La Motte, 

LL-Col. and A. A. A. O." 



Issue of Vegetables to the lOtA Corps by J. R. 

Elbbree, Agent in charge lOfA Corps Sta- 
tion, Sept. 24tA, 1864: 

First Brigade 1st Division, 13 bbls. on- 
ions, 1 gall, pickles. . 

Second Brigade 1st Division, 8 bbls. on- 
ions, 210 heads cabbage. 

Third Brigade 1st Division, 9 bbls. on- 
ions, 1)4 bbls. pickles, 115 cabbages 

First Brigade 2d Division, 13 bbls. on- 
ions. 

Second Brigade 2d Division, 5 bbls. on- 
ions, 121 beads cabbage. 

Third Brigade 2d Division, 6 bbls. on- 
ions, 282 beads cabbage. 



Coloreil Brigade 3d Divi.sion, Mbbls. on- 
ions, 1 bbl. pickles, ,'iO cabbiige.s. 

Light Artillery, 2 bbl.s. anions, 3 galls, 
pickles. 

Detachments, Head -Quarters Guards, and 
Ambulance Corjis, 170 heads cabbage, 7)^ 
bbls. onions, 2)^ bbls. pickles. 

Some preferred cabbage to onions, and 
vice versa, but if onions only were distribu- 
ted, there were enough to give each man 
four times the amount of Government ra- 
tions. 

This distribution is now being made to 
all the Corps, but have received no reports 
from other Agents. 

sSrptember 27, 

The barge Oneida, of Philadeliihiu, was 
loaned to us by Col. Pitkin, and the work 
of plasing her in suitable condition for our 
use and Wants was immediately commenced. 

Septemb'T 28. 

The 10th Corps are crossing the Appo- 
mattox this evening. It was rumored that 
they were going to Newbem, N. C. 

We are anxious about the movements at 
the front; various rumors ore afloat, but 
nothing definite can be learned. 

September 29. 

2 A. M. Messenger from Captain Harris 
arrived, asking for two wagons to remove 
bis goods. Tlie hospitals were broken up, 
sick sent to City Point, and were ordered, 
(the hospitals,) to move at 4 o'clock. 

All teams were to be at Gurley House at 
4.30, at which time, also, the troops were 
to march. 

4 o’clock. Captain Harris arrived, and 
expected a hot time during the day. Wag- 
on.s were sent for bis disposal. One wagon 
with battle stock was to follow in each 
corps, and two wagons were loaded at this 
point, to report at Cedar Level, and there 
to await orders. Captain Harris returned 
to the front abont 5 o'clock. Dr. Ander- 
son accompanying, and have not heard 
from him since. 

News this evening is, they are flghting 
on the right, have carried three lines of the 
enemy’s works and captured sixteen guns. 

Wagons sent front for the removal of su- 
perfluous goods from the 2d, 6th and 9th 
Corps, arrived this evening; brought no 
news. 

Wagons sent to Cedar Creek to await or- 
ders, returned; loads to be retained in 
them, and to be ready to move at a mo- 
ment’s notice. 

Septewtber 30. 

News from the Right, glorious I Captured 
thirty guns, two fifteen-inch and one 
hundred-pound Whitworth, with all tb^r 
ammunition, together with quartermasters' 
stores. Eautz’s Cavalry was within three 
miles of Richmond last night, and rein- 
forcements were sent him. The negroes 
fought splendidly, and we arc slowly driv- 
ing the rebels. Casualties not known. 
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The 10th end 18th Curps are the only ; 
ones eni{af;ed on the Kii;ht, and they are 
doin^ their troik well. Gen. Burnham was 
killed, and Gen. Or 1 w.mndod. 

The 10th Corps crossed the James River 
at lleep Bottom, on the 18th, at Aikiu's 
Lioiilini;. General Grant has been on the 
Kiaht both days. 

Oiir waaons accompanied each corps, and 
sent besides tug Curtin, with large load in 
charge of Mr. Anderson, to Deep Bottom; 
also, having on board Mr. Fay and .sir Re- 
lief Agents. The Sanitary Commission 
was on the ground first. The two waggons 
that were kept loaded were sent to the 
Bight, one going to the 10th Corps, and the 
other to the 18th in the field. 

Tiig returned at 3.30. again loaded, and 
sent back; besides loading two more wag- 
ons and sent out, giving us on the Right a 
bountiful supply to meet any emergency. 

Skirmishing during the night and morn- 
ing, in the afternoon a regular engagement, 
resulting in our forces carrying two tines 
of the enemy's works. Mr. Davis in charge 
of the wagons is with the troops, and has a 
good supply. 

At the request of Col. Sharpe, Deputy 
Provost Marshal General, we accomtpodate 
to-night throe refugees from Petersburg, 
who left that place yesterday. They report 
that the people are greatly dissatisfied, 
and that the majority of them will hail our 
forces with joy when they enter either 
Petersburg or Richmond. 

Four wagons and tag sent to the Right 

Oclohf 1 . 

Have had a drenching, cold rain all day. 
No fighting that we have lieard of. Our for- 
ces on the Right (Butler's command,) are 
within fi miles of Richmond, and there must 
remain till reinforcements come up; some 
havo gone to-day. Roads are in wretched 
condition already, and two or three days 
of such rain as this will dig out the bottom. 
Colored troops of the 10th Corps fought 
splemlidly, and we hold all that they gain- 
ed yesterday and the day previous. The 
wounded are being sent down the river as 
fast as possible. The Sanitary Commiasion 
have dune a good work in this department. 
'Were on the ground yesterday before noon 
with stores and agents, (at Deep Bottom,) 
and at work immediately on landing. Two 
loaded four-horse teams were sent to the 
frontearlyin the morning, one to the 18th, 
the other to the 10th Corps. The tug Cur- 
tin took a second load of stores to Deep Bot- 
tom yesterday afternoon. These, with the 
two loads that crossed with the corps the 
Aay previous, were enough to supply the 
demands, but it was desirable, in case 
more were needed at the front to dispatch 
two loads yesterday afternoon. 

They got off at 5 o'clock, P. M., and re- 
ported at Deep Bottom, at 2 A. M. of to- 
^y. The Cortin was sent np this morning 



with fresh supplies, and again during the 
afternoon. Finding the hospitals were be- 
ing cleared and no new cases being brought 
in, the two teams which arrived this morn- 
ing were sent acro.ss the river to find a 
camping ground and await orders. One 
t*-am, partially loaded, remained at the hos- 
pital to remove tents and stores in case the 
hospital should change location. ‘ 

Eleven wagon loals (4 horses each) have 
been sent to Deep Bottom, and two (four 
horse) loads have gone directly to the front, 
making thirteen (four horse) loads sent to 
the loth and 18th Corps. Two agents have 
gone directly to the front, and from eight 
to ten have been constantly engaged at the 
hospital at Deep Bottom. 

From the left we have glorions news. A 
mes.senger came in at 2 A. M for two loads 
of stores to be sent to the left, as onr stock 
in wagons at that point was nearly exhaust- 
ed. The teams left early this morniag in 
charge of Mr. Little. 

We have on the left Capt. Harris, Cspt. 
D.ivis, Dr. Stevens and Son, Mr. Barton, 
and four teams with 5tb and 9th; Mr. Miles 
and two teams in reserve at ‘2d; Mr. Ris- 
den and Caiilkins' two teams with 18th at 
Bermuda Hundred; Mr. Richards and one 
team with 18th Corps front; Mr. Ellsbree 
and one team with lOtb Corps, front; Mr. 
Clayton and one team with a part of Mr. 
Fay's A. R. C. at hospital. Deep Bottom; 
Wagon-master Luce with two teams on- 
cimpnd on south side of the James, at 
Deep Bottom. Mr. Fay is on hand with 
his corps of A. R. Agents, but still keepieg 
a small force at the base hospitals. 

Ocloterad. 

The steamer Elizabeth arrived at one 
o'clock to-day. Her stock is much needed, 
and wo are unloading her os rapidly as pos- 
sible. 

Our left wing is reported to-night as be- 
ing within one mile of the South side Rail- 
road, still pressing forward; have been 
fighting all day, and the wounded are com- 
ing in very rapidly, being brought by rail 
within oue-half mile of thehospitals, thence 
by ainbnlauce. A largo number of them 
are bad coses. 



WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 

Dr. Newberry writes from LooisviUe, 
September 8: 

By Wheeler's raid wo ore cut off from all 
oommnuioalion with the army, and shall be 

for or more to come. For this retmon 

I can give you no late news of our opera- 
tions there. 

Ill the supply Department there must be 
little done for sometime, as when the road 
is opened we must expect to have oar Irons- 
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portatiuD limitct] b; Ibe demaiid for food 
for tilt- tightiDK men. 

Dr. Bliike has written mo, calling loudly 
for st ires at Xew Orlenni, and this inter- 
ruption of onr communications with At- 
lanta will permit me to re-}>ond to thv call. 

I sli ill, therefore, on Monday start a 
steamer load of stores down the river. We 
have a fair lot of just the articles he wants. 

Among the items of onr business at the 
front, not before repurtcsl, I may mention — 

1st. The death by typhoid fever of J. H. 
Milliken, our agent at Knoxville. Milliken 
was a young man of tine acquirements and 
pure and estimable character. Mr. Bellam 
takes his place temjMirarily. 

2d. Culbertson gives a gnotl "report of 
the garden at Knoxville, with tabular state- 
ment of products distributed. Wills, at 
Chattonoogo, ditto. 

3d. Mr. E. L. Jones, our invaluable store- 
keeper at Chattanooga, has returned to 
Nashville sick; will soon be better, how- 
ever — shall probably keep him at Nashville, 
and make him storekeeper there. 

M. C. Read and Prof. Horsford, of Chat- 
tanooga, are both still airsent on sick leave, 
but will probably return by the 15th. 

Dr. Seymour, now holding M. C. Read’s 
place at Chattanooga, closes his term of 
service on the 10th instant, and must go 
home fur three mouths. 

, A Mr. Longley, a friend of Dr. Warri- 
ncr, has been appointed storekeeper at 
Chattanooga, in place of Mr. Jones, and 
will go there as soon os communication is 
opened. • 

These changes, and many others of less 
imjHirtance, have given, and will give me 
much thought and anxiety. The work of 
the Commission at the front, Chattanooga, 
Nashville, and all along the line, is going 
on os well or better than could be ex- 
pected. 

Dr. Webster, appointed Chief Inspector 
to Sliermiin's Army, in place of Dr. Read, 
(disabled,) has been brought back to Nash- 
ville, sick, and will not be able to return. 
If he recovers soon, 1 shall make him Su- 
periutendant of the Agency at Nashville, 
in place of Mr. Root, who will return to the 
Belief Depai-tment. 

Dr. Woodward will take Dr. Webster’s 
place at the front. 



Rev. J. P. T. Ingraham, the beat of our 
hospital visitors, is about to leave us to 
take a pastoral charge at Iodianai>olis. I 
am very unwilling to lose him, as he is a 
model man. 

The hospital gardens continue to prove 
great institutions. 

The hu.spital trains are now all reduced 
to syst m under Dr. Bamnm’s manage- 
ment, who bus a contract from the Medical 
Department. New and improved cars are 
being procured, and soon that branch of 
the service will be a credit to all concerned. 

We arc furnishing stores and other fix- 
tures, extra assistants and supplies, in all 
niH-ded ways; helping the enterprise on to 
the highest success. 

Dr. Hazen and Mr. Carpenter, with my 
consent, have left the service of the Com- 
mission, and have taken contracts as Sur- 
geons on the hospital train. 

In the warehouse, ofiico, hospital direc- 
tory, home, etc., here, everything is going 
on as usual. 

We send you, this week, report of issues 
and shipments. Wo aim to keep very little 
here, but push every thing forward as 
rapidly as possible. 

Supplies arc coming in freely, and, in 
compliance with instnietions, we have been 
purchasing largely of onions, pickles, and 
kraut — have ordered, bought up, all we 
could in the country, and have ha<1 large 
quantities of pickled cabbage, cucumbers, 
and onions made np for us. 

The pickles sent by yon have arrived 
safely, 

I bought two thousand bushels of onions 
in Cleveland, at $1.2,5 per bushel; while 
at Cincinnati they arc worth $2.50. 

UISSISSITPI DISTBICT. 

No groat changes have occurred in this 
Department. The two Ways have left 
Vicksburg, sick. Benson remains in charge. 
Carpenter and Grant, of Memphis, have 
returned with restored health. Christy’s 
report of his late trip yon have received. 
He continues to give entire satisfaction. 

At Cairo, all things work smoothly under 
Mr. Shipman's good management. The 
status in the home field is very encourag- 
ing. Our friends are working busily, and 
in the best of spirits. 

• 
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KINGSTON. 

AvffUMt 13. 

Mr. ^no writes; 

In mv lust report from this station, I 
stated that Mr. Van D;ke would make the 
next. About the close of the month, an 
active agent was wauled for the 14th Army 
Corps, and he was assigned to it — but un- 
fortunately was too unwell to make a re- 
•port, or go to the field assigned him. 

The following is a condensed stab-ment 
of refreshments given to the sick and 
wounded on trains going North, and also 
the re|>ort of disbursements for the month. 
From this, the supporters of the Sanitary 
Commission, can see at a glance, that they 
have not given, or labored in vain. 

During the month of July, there were 0,G71 
sick and wounded soldiers on the trains 
going North, to whom there were given 671 
gallons of coffee, 16 gallons of soup, 53 
gallons of punch, 5 gallons of tea, 55 gal- 
lons of ale, 16 bottles of stimulants, 414 lbs. 
of crackers, 3,8U5 rations of breiul and ham, 
2 shirts, 6 lbs. of bandages, 5 lbs. of can- 
dles, (to use in box cars at night,) and milk 
and sugar sufficient for their coffee. 

Mr. Sutliffe's report of the refreshment 
station at Dalton, was sent you some days 
since. You can always rely uj>on his work 
being done well. 

After the 15th of July, the trains ran so 
that it was not necessary to stop at Kesaca, 
and I directed Mr. Johnson to report at 
Marietta, with his fixtures and stock. 

Dr. Herrick, who had charge of shipping 
the woundinl, then thought it best to start 
a station, either at Marietta or Viniug's, 
but a change in running trains rendered it 
nnnec'ssary. Mr. Johnson is now assist- 
ing Mr. Tone; should it bo nece.saary to 
start another refreshment station he will 
be an excellent man for it. His report 
of the 15th of July, shows that there were 
3,235 sick and wounded soldiers stop|>ed on 
the trains at Kesaca, to whom he gave 336 
gallons of coffee, 88 gallons of soup, 14 
bottles of stimulants, 735 lbs. of crackers, 
12 shirts, and 12 drawers. Many of the 
wonnded going north on furlough, have 
lost their clothing, and leave the hospital 
minus coat and pants, rather than wait for 
clothing to be brought to the front by the 
Oovernment — thinking they would be able 



to draw in Chattanooga or Nashville; in 
this, many have been disappointed, merely 
because proper arrangements had nut been 
made. 

In justice to the oflSoers, it may be said 
they Have had their hands full but the 
Government has sufficient clothing, and 
measures are being taken by which it is 
hoped the evil will bo remedied. 

Dr. Clendenin, of Nashville, and Dr. 
Salter, of Hospital No. 1, Chattanoog.a, as- 
sured mo that wounded men reporting to 
them, should have clothing dran'n for 
them. 

Dr. Goslin, of the 15th Army Corps' 
Field Hospital in this place, has taken the 
right method to insure every man what is 
necessary. 

He st'iids a man to Chattanooga with 
them, to draw their clothing then-. Still, 

I fear there will be some who will have to 
depend on the Sanitary Commission, and I 
would advise keeping Capt. Brayton, of 
the Home in Nashville, supplied, so that ho 
can send men away rejoicing, instead of 
ashamed to meet their friends. * 

August ^ 

Since my last, the refreshment stations 
at Dalton and Kingston have been doing 
their usual “good Samaritan” work, sup- 
plying the wants of the sick and wounded 
soldiers on their way North, Mr. Sutliffe 
had the misfortune to lose his stock and 
fixtures, by the raid into Dalton last week, > 
but his stoppage will l>e only temporary. 

At this station, Mr. Kennedy has chargee 
of the relief department, and Mr. Barret 
the refreshments. From the 1st to the 21st 
of Augu.st, 2,555 sick and wounded passed 
on trains going North, to whom refresh- 
ments were given, consisting of hot coffee, 
light bread, cold ham, crackers, apple 
sauce, pickles, etc. 

Whole No. since the 15th of June, 14,616. 

Much of my time this month bn.s Wen 
spent in looking after the interests of fur- 
loughed meu and men in hospitals without 
descriptive rolls — many furloughed men, 
who had lost their clothing in buttle, were 
being sent from hospitals of the Army of 
the Tennessee, in shirts and drawers, with- 
out any provision being made to draw clo- 
thing on the way home, leaving them de- 
pendent on Sanitary and State Agents for 
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a supply. As State Agent for lUinoia, I 
was autborizcd to furnish clothing for Illi- 
nois soUliers, but did not feel justified in 
expending money that should be used for 
pill chasing vegetables, when I knew the 
Qoveriimcut had made ample .provision, 
and all that was necessary to obtain it, was 
to know how. I found the Surgeons will- 
ing to do all they supposed they were au- 
thorized — and as soon a.s the Medical Di- 
rector's utleution was called to it, the evil 
was remedied, and now there is no reason 
why a .soldier should be sent from hospital 
without sufficient clothing. 

The medical authorities also say they 
would much prefer that the Sanitary Com- 
mission wotdd funiish less of stimulants 
and clothing, and expend the money saved 
in anti-scorbutics. I would, therefore, 
sugge.it that every Sanitary Agent should 
make himself acquainted with what the 
Medical Purveyor can furnish, and regulate 
his orders and issues accordingly. If this 
is done, I Srmly believe it will bo safe to 
reduce the amount appropriated for clo- 
thing and stimulants three- fourths, and the 
omoiiut thus saved will do virstly mure 
good expended in anti scorbutics. 

Th(^ great staples necessary for the health 
and comfort of tlie army are vegetables, 
• pickles, kraut, good vinegar, drieil fruit, 
condensed milk and beef, farina, rags and 
band.iges. Let there bo a full supply of 
the.se, and with what the Ladies’ Aid Socie- 
ties will furnish, there will bo no scurvy or 
complaining. 

, CAUtO. 

The Agent writes from the “Soldiers' 
Home” at Cairo, September 21: 

I have tliuught it would be a pleasure to 
you, were some one to write you something 
about aXlairs at this very busy place. Here- 
tofore you have heard little of our labors 
and successes at this point, from the sim- 
ple fact that we have all been so busy, not 
for the pa.'t day, week or mouth, but all 
the time. 

Once in a while, it is true, wo do have a 
lull in the storm, but these quiet times arc 
always occupied by preparations for the 
coming contest, which wo know must short- 
ly follow. Invariably the contest begins 
with redoubled force and energy. Our 



rests are short. They are only breath- 
ing 8]>ells, in which the decks are clean- 
ed, the guns rubbed up, and every instru- 
ment for our bloodless warfare, put in 
oi-der for action. The stay of our guests 
is necessarily short. They do not as a gen- 
eral thing desire to remain long, either go- 
ing home or to their regiments, and we 
could not with our limited arrangements, 
accommodate them for a longer time. In 
fact, tor this place our arrangements are not 
cxti.'nsive enough. 

We have not room enough, force enough, 
nor ability sufficient to cope with the great 
numbers daily and hourly pressing upon us. 
Here we are with our two regular trains, 
besides extra ones, daily pouring their live 
strea i s of blue coats upon us — with the 
Missi.ssippi and Ohio Kivere depositing 
their loads from above, for shorter or long- 
er times, and from below as far as New 
Orleans; and on either side of the great 
father of waters there, the arteries of the 
Southwest both great and small, they come, 
and come not like the steady flow of blood 
from veins, but in gushings and floods, not 
unlike the discharge from the arteries of 
the human frame. 

Our dining room is capable of seating 
one hundred and eighty men comfortably, 
but by crowding it will accommodate two 
hundred and ten men. Our sleeping apart- 
ments are three in number, containing in 
all two hundred and forty-three beds. The 
rooms arc high and well ventilated. The 
beds are all kept clean and free from ver- 
min. The clothing is neat and comfort- 
able. There are, besides these, eight in 
the ho.spitol room, for the use of the sick 
alone. 

There are comparatively few of our peo- 
ple who know much of the workings of 
these indispensible institutions, and smaller 
by far is the number who know anything 
about this particular one. Here every man 
has his duties laid down, and ho is expected 
and does jicrform them. The workings of 
the >“ Home” here are as regular os clock- 
work; the machinery of which is woundup 
daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly. It is 
not a wheel within a wheel, but a clook 
within a clock. Soldiers are received only 
in squads, or one at a time — squads num- 
bering from two to one hundred and fifty. 



.gk 



718 



The Sanitary Commission BtJMin. 



Clie full number of meals issued jester- 
day was about eight hundred. The report 
for the week eudiiig September 21st, has s 
just been brought io. In it seventeen Stales 
are reprsscnted. Number of men admitted, 
two thou'tand eight hundred and thirty- 
three. Number of lodgings, two thousand 
seven hundred and sixty two; Number of 
meals issued, five thousand three hundred 
and fifty-two Average number per day, 
four hundred and five. Aided in procuring 
transportation, one hundred and forty-four. 



Their names are registered, and tickets of 
admission to the dining room are given 
them, which ore taken at the door. Tickets 
are issued three times a day. 

Lett Thursday the 113d Illinois came up 
from Iluleua, Ark. Only twenty-seven men, 
out of a regim tat of over eight hundred 
men, were fit for duty. Tbeee men had 
been cooped up on board the boat for four 
or five days, and their situation was enough 
to soften the hardest heart Seldom, I 
trust, is such a regiment seen.. They look- 
ed more like moving skeletons than a live 
regimeut. A great many were boys, tender 
and delicate — too young fur such hard- 
ships. Their snlTerings had been great, 
their situation was a sad one. Our break- 
fast luted until 11 A. M. That day wo 
issued about seven hundred meals. But to 
see their feeble looks of thankfulness, was 
enough to repay us for our labor. Food 
was carried to thoso who were not able to 
to come to the table. 

Yesterday, the 20th September, was a 
lively ilay. The 110th Illinois, on their way 
homo from Paducah, Ky., to be mustered 
out, stopped in Cairo about twenty hours. 

Application was made by the Surgeon to 
Mr. Shipman, the General Agent and Su- 
perinUmdent of the Soldiers’ Home, for 
supi)er and lodging for his sick. They were 
received. Then there was hurrying to and 
fro, of busy feet. New life was infused into 
the kitchen, renewed energy was necessary 
for nil. The tables were sot again for the 
third time for supper. The hospital room 
was soon filled with the sickest. Still they 
came. They ware carried up stairs to the 
sleeping apartments and there was room, 
at least for the most serious coses. 

By this time supper was prepared. Hot 
tea and cofibe steamed upon the tables. 
Good bread and good bntter were there in 
abundance. Stewed fruit and pickles await- 
ed the assault. The meal was a simple one, 
but with those poor fellows it was a feast. 
To stand at the head of that room and look 
npon that scene was a sight rarely to* bo 
met with. 

If the noble self-sacrificing men and wo- 
men at home, who are working in the cau.w, 
could have been present, they would have 
returned to their homes satisfied that their 
efforU were not mode in vain. 



ASTI-SCOBOITTICa — POBBE8T AHD WBBEUIB'S 
BAID — SOLDIEBS' BOttE. 

Dr. Newberry, under date of September 
30, Louisville, Ky., writes: 

“ For the last ten days we have been in 
a state of suspended animation in conse- 
quence of the raid of Forrest and Wheeler 
on the Nashville and Chattanooga road. 
For the present it has arrested all trans- 
mission of goods or persons below Nash- 
ville, and has, of course, ehecked the flow 
of the flood of vegetables with which wo 
proposed to inundate Sherman's army. 
As a port of this spei-ial eflbrt, our ship- 
ments have been within the past week very 
large, about 23 car-loads, and I had made 
arrangements for keeping up an almost 
equal flow of stores for some time to eome. 

“I have authorized the esbiblishmeut of 
a Homo at Paducah and another at Jeffer- 
sonville, opposite this city, in both of which 
places such institutions are greatly needed. ’’ 

AID TO THE U.NIO.V PRISO.NEUS IN 
CH.UII.ESTON. 

It will rejoice many hearts to know that 
the United States Sanitary Commission bos 
ojiened a commtuiicatior with our ollicera 
and soldiers iniprisoucd in Charleston, An- 
dersonville, and other places in the South. 
Through Lieut. -Col. Woodford, Agent of 
Exchange at Charleston, assurances havo 
been receive<l from Maj. Lay, the Confed- 
erato Agent of Exchange, that supplies of 
specified kinds, and packoel under speciCiHl 
directions, will be safely forwarded to our 
men. The offer was received by the Com- 
mission with some distrust, and it was not 
until after a thorongh examination of the 
grounds of encouragement for the suezsess- 
ful issue of an undertaking so imjrortant, 
that the decision was made. 
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Dr. M. M. Miirsh, the efficient agent in 
charge at Beanfort, B. C., ha s alrei dy aen 
over the linea the following artielea: 

34 bcf>r Rfeook. 3 cam'i lomoa JqIca. 

14 CM<** «'onduns«><i milk. it) IxiUlfs HtluiuUut*. 

13 coffoe, 3K liuftn vetiU. 

13 cftMefl toiatUOM. 'M Uneu oo«ts. 

I cBiHt cotxi* 40 prs. pMU. 

34 cmaAi choootftte. 3<) Ibii. tea 

4 CAMS pickif!*. 3 )3 wuolen bUaketa. 

4 ca»e« JuiUos. IDU qnllUi. 

II bbk. cncken. l.39t> tnwola. 

1 bbl. dried fruit. 1.3U0 handkerchiefti. 

35 tin cupi. I.ISO pm. wi>u)leo aooka. 

quautttjr blank pepper. /WO pm. alippom. 
quantity rt-d pepper. 750 pm. woolen drawara. 

quantity aoap. combs and 400 pm. cotton di-awera. 

piiiHiushloas. 400 cotton nhlrta. 

quantity writing woolen shirta. 

envelopes. 

A spnoutl lot is on the way, viz: 

5.000 blankets. 1,000 prs. shoes. 

3.000 shirts. 13,000 prs. pmis, wool. 

3,0/K) prs. drawers. jl.UOO bluttScS, wool. 

3.000 prs. socks, wooL | 

If the object is attained, and no new ob- 
atrnctions arise, tlie Commission will con- 
tinue the merciful work, os far as its means 
will allow. 

THE COMMISSIOS AND THE 
GOVEKNMENT. 

Sin — Although the Sanitary Commission 
has been in active operation more than 
three years, its plan of action, and what 
it tends to do or not to do, and its relation 
to the United States Government and the 
people, are even yet imperfectly nndcr- 
atood, and though it lias .sought to do its 
work through the Medical Department of 
the army, there are Surgeons who mistake 
its object, and look to it for supplies which 
the Government is both willing and able to 
furnish. 

The object of the present article is to set 
these things in their right light, and to 
show what tha Government can supply, 
and how those wants can bo mot, and how 
and what the Sanitary Commission is ready 
to do, and also to show tho harmonious 
working of the Sanitary Comrais-sion with 
the Medical Department of the Army. 

The Sanitary Commission is merely aux- 
iliary to the Government in meeting the 
wants of the sick and wounded of the 
army, at those times and in such places as 
from the exigences of tho case the Govern- 
ment is not prepared to meet. It docs not 
propose either to manage or supply general 
hospitals in the rear of the army or rear of 
its basis of supplies, except in extreme or 
urgent cases. All that can bo needed at 



such places enn be had of tho Medical Pur- 
veyors and Commissaries of Snbsislciico of 
tho Army, upon projicr requisitions, ap- 
provcil by tlie Medical Directors. 

I copy the list of regular supplies for 
hospitals os they appear on tho supply 
tables, viz. : 

Barley, (pearl,) beef, (extract,) cinnamon, 
cocoa, or chocolate, corn starch, farina, 
gelatine, ginger, nutmegs, pepper, (black,) 
porter, sugar, (white,) tea, tapioca, wine 
and whisky. 

This comprises staples articles of light 
diet, whilst the Commissaries will furnish 
fruits, (green and dried,) vegetables, oys- 
ters, crackers, butter, etc. • 

At all the principal points these articles 
can be hod in unlimited quantities, and 
charged to the Hospital Fund. 

Medical Purveyors will furnish sheets, 
pillowcases, counterpanes, mattre.sses, mos- 
qnito bars, pillows, shifts niA drawers. 

All these things and many others, are 
within the reach of every Surgeon in charge 
of hospibds in rear of the army, and an in- 
spection of the Metlical Purveyor’s and 
Commissary’s stores at this point shows 
that these departments are fully adequate 
to tho whole army in this Depsrtmt ut, and 
both the Medical Purveyors and Commis- 
saries of Subsistence, statu^ that they can 
and do fill every proper requisition made 
upon them by Surgeons in charge of hos- 
pitals. It is a well known fact that every 
hospitid can, by proper management, save 
a hospital fund sufficient for the puriM)se of 
purchasing all that is required os-er and 
above tho regular ration. So far as hos- 
pital clothing hs concerned, tho Govern- 
ment supplies arc all that is needed for the 
use of the men ipkile in ho^piUil, 

What then Is the work of tho Sanitary 
Commission? I answer; It is intended to 
famish what is needed ns diet or clothing 
at those times, and at such points os the 
Government is not prepared to meet. 

The exigencies of war, especially when 
tho lines ore long, leading to the base of 
applies, rojuira all tho atton tion and care 
of the Government to keep the army sup- 
plied with the proper material of war, such 
as ordnance, quartermaster’s and commis- 
Bury stores. 

Here is the work cl tho Sanitary Corn- 
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miiwian; By the favor of the Government 
it ia allowed separate transportation, which 
is accompanied hy its own agents, charged 
with the distribution of its supplies. Bince 
the commencement of the cnm]>aign in the 
South-west there has not been one day in 
which there has not been either a battle or 
a heu^'y skirmish, involving the euro of 
great numbers of sick and wounded men. 

The agents of the Sanitary Commission 
have their supplies with the army, ready 
to be distributed when needed, and no one 
who has not been with the army in time of 
battle can have any conception of the mag- 
nitude of the wants which must then be 
jnet. Clothing must be provided for the 
wounded; food and stimulants suitable for 
wounded men must be on hand. 

The Government can only provide the 
regular ration, and not always even that — 
but the wounded must be provided for with 
something beside m(iit, bread, and cofTee. 
The Sanitary Commission has all that is 
needed, and the Surgeons have but to ask 
and their wants will be supplied. 

Vegetaldes, in largo quantities, are re- 
quired both for the sick and the well, or 
scurvy will decimate the army. The work 
of the Sanitary Commission is pre-eminently 
at the front with the army. 

There are three thousand c.ars daily run- 
ning Imtween Nashville and the front. The 
Sanitary Commission has for many weeks 
po.st and is now sending one hundred tons 
of snp|>lies to the front every week from 
Na.shville, and still the cry is, “ send us 
more.” To give one hundred thou.sand 
men four ounces of vegetables a day,would 
require one car and a half each day, or 
twenty-five thou.sand pounds. 

One peculiarity of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion is, that it works through and in har- 
mony with the Military and Medical De- 
partments. Its agents are accredited to 
its Commanding Generals and Medical Di- 
rectors. It sends no men to give to this or 
that man. It goes to the General and his 
Medical Director and says, wc propose to 
do thus and so for the sick and wounded. 
“ What do you need ? And in no one case 
has a general or Medical Director turned 
to them the “ cold shoulder.” They meet 
ns as friends and tell ns what they need. 
We give only through the Medical Department. 



We do not know the soldiers of one 
State from those of another, we only know 
them as soldiers of the United States, 
fighting to maintain and restore tmr beloved 
Government. We are co-workers with 
them. Its officers are onr friends, and wa 
abuudautly acknowledge the kindness with 
which they groel us in our work. 

The constant cry of misappropriation is 
false. As a class, the Surgeons of tha 
Army are a humane, high-miuded, and hon- 
orable set of men, working night and day 
for the good of those under their charge. 
There are bad men among them, and so 
there are among the Quartermasters and 
Commissaries. But will the loyal people 
of the North say, “ Wo will send no more 
supplies, because some of them are not 
properly appropriated.” As well might tha 
Government say, “ Wo will send no more 
stores to the army, because there are dis- 
honest Quartermasters and Commis-saries.” 
Rather do as the Government does — search 
out the bad men, and drive them from 
the service, and put better men in thoir 
places. 

In going through the warehouse of tha 
Commission to-divy, I counted one hundred 
barrels of dried apples, three hundred and 
fifty dozen cans of oysters, and other sup- 
plies in proportion. There is no excuse if 
the hospitals at this and other parts of the 
rear are not supplied with all they require, 
for the Government has made ample pro- 
vision and nothing but carelessness or in- 
efficiency, prevents thoir being used for tha 
benefit of the soldiers. 

In cases where men are being sent 
through this place, either to the front or 
the Host, and are without clothing, where, 
as it is often the case, there is not time to 
make out the proper descriptive rolls, tha 
Sanitary Commission is ready to furnish 
what is needed. But where there is time 
so to do, it can bo hiul of the Quarter- 
master. 

The relations of the Sanitary Commission 
to the Government, the people, and the 
army, are those of the most perfect kind- 
ness that can be desired — and it is believed 
that it enjoys the full confidence of tha 
Medical Bureau. 

BsNr. WOODWABD, 

IntpecioT Sanitary CammUtian. 
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SCENES AMONGST THE WOUNDED. 

Rev. Mr. Grant writes from Memphis, 
July 30: 

The work continues pretty uniformly 
the same, varied at distant and irregular 
intervals by incidents that tend to stir 
the blood into quicker motion, and more 
firmly fix in the mind dates for future 
reference. 

On the evening of the 20th, Capt. Way 
and myself were at the railroad depot, 
waiting for the train to come in with the 
wounded from the battle-field of Tupelo. 
At dork it arrived with its fn ight of muti- 
lated men, numbering about two hundred 
and fifty. Some were but sii htly wound- 
ed, others were dying of the injuries they 
had received, and a few were already dead. 
All hands were soon actively engaged. The 
evening was mild and pleasant, and the 
first thing to be accomplished was the re- 
moval of the sick and wounded from the 
cars, rendered almost intolerable by the 
ofibnsive odor arising from the putrefying 
blood which had flowed from the wounds. 
The sight was sickening to the strongest 
heart, but it was no time for the indulgence 
of squeamishness. In as short a time as 
possible, all were taken out of the cars, 
the severely wounded being placed on 
stretchers, and then gently lifted into the 
open air. Cool water and a few crackers 
were very gratefully received by them, and 
they were greatly needed, for with all the 
diligence that could be used, it was one 
o’clock at night before the lost one was in 
hospital. The strangest thing to me was 
the absence of all impatience and complain- 
ings on the part of the wounded. They 
seemed to think that everything was being 
done for them that could be, under the 
circumstances, and were very grateful for 
the assistance rendered. Some of them 
manifested indomitable “ pluck” to the 
last. 

One poor fellow who had a ball through 
the body, below the diaphragm, was lying 
near the door of one of the cars. When 
the stretcher was placed near him, he 
raised himself on his elbows and looked up 
into my face and said, " Doctor, I can 
crawl 00 , to it.” “No, lie still.” “Jump 
in, men, and place him on the stretcher. 
Be careful, gently, gently— there, that will 

Von. L— No. 23. 46 



do — now lift him into the open sir. ” Ask- 
ing him afterwards how he felt, he replied, 
“ better, thank yon- You belong to the 
Sanitary Commission, don’t you ?” 

I wished very much to ask him why he 
thought so, but others needed immediate 
attention, and I did not have time to listen 
to his answer. The next day he was dead. 
Another had both thighs terribly shattered, 
and was otherwise severely wounded by a 
minii ball. He was so very quiet that at 
first sight he appeared to bo dead. Find- 
ing him on examination still olive, I mois- 
tened his face with water, and gave him 
a sup of the same, which seemed to revive 
him. Smiling feebly, he said, “ thank 
yon, you are very kind.” He was carried 
by hand to the hospital, being too weak 
to endure the jolting of the ambulance. 
In an hour his spirit had thrown off its 
“mortal coil,” and had winged its flight 
to that “bourne whence no traveler re- 
turns. ” 

Many similar scenes could be detailed, 
but it is not necessary. Those mentioned 
will servo to show you what your agents 
often witness. 

Since the return of the troops from the 
expedition to Tupelo, I have visited many 
of the sick in the regimental ho.>:pital8, 
relieved some of their pressing wants, and, 
I hopp, remedied some defects in their hos- 
pital arrangements. 



THE SANITARY AND CHRLSTUN COM- 
MISSIO.S'S. 

Homsros, Hm., July 28, last. 

Dl. J. 8. NKWsXBaT: 

Dbob Sib — I have just returned from a 
protracted tour to the West and Southwest, 
where I had the satisfaction of observing 
the operations of the Sanitary and Chris- 
tian Commissions in those departments, 
and I hod proposed to sum up the results 
of my observation for the use of any who 
may desire to know the opinions of differ- 
ent individuals who have been over the 
ground. But I find that there is little left 
for me to do, since noticing in the July 
number of the Sanitary Reporter the extract 
from a communication of Rev. Dr. Thomp- 
son, of New York, who hod just preceded 
me. His opinions so precisely accord with 
my own, 1 beg leave to ind<»ae them most 
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heartily. I 'was satiefied that both the San- 
itary and Christian Commissions had their 
distinctive and most valuable offices to per- 
form. aud that in those departments they 
were being performed as faithfully as could 
l>e cxpwtcd, considering the imirerfections 
nlways incident to poor human nature. 
And with nothing was I more pleased than 
the practical as well as theoretical harmony 
between the two great Commissions, for 
the humane and Christian comfort of our 
bravo and patriotic soldiers. 

The good understanding prevailing be- 
tween the princiiial officials of these Com- 
missions at Nashville is quite satisfactory 
to every liberal and generous mind, and it 
would certainly seem a.s it there never need 
be any friction between these two great 
agen. ies, which can scarcely be n gardcd ns 
other than real, though separate depart- 
ments of the Government itself. Here and | 
there some evil-minded persons may have 
been found to disparage the one or the 
other, and perhaps both. It may have 
been that some soldier, from some unfortu- 
nate circumstances, amid the confusion al- 
ways incident to a battle, may have failed 
to receive the aid aud comfort which would 
otherwise have been most gladly con- 
tributed. But certain it is, the great mass 
of our suffering men do fully appreciate the 
charities and self-denying efforts of .their 
fellow-countrymen, and none more than 
those who are engaged in the service of the 
Sanitary and Christian Commissions. For 
if there are any true-hearted, philanthrop- 
ic, Christian men and women in the land, 
to be relied on as faithful almoners of a na- 
tion’s bounties, they an> those whom I had 
the pleasure of meeting in Nashville, Chat- 
tanooga, and Huntsville. Their simple ob- 
ject being to do good, both to the bodies 
and souls of our soldiers, they cannot easily 
work otherwise than hand in hand, and 
cheerfully aid one another in their respect- 
ive spheres of labor; and whUe we honor 
the names of Sherman, Rousseau, Hooker, 
Howard, and others in the fli id, we can re- 
gard with scarcely less respect those of 
Read, Root, Ewing, Smith, and their coad- 
jutors in the Sanitary and Christian de- 
partments of the great work of suppressing 
rebellion. 

Hor are those other benevolent efforts m 



behalf of the freedmen and poor fugitives 
less worthy of mention, since they, too, ap- 
peal to the most patriotic, humane, and 
Christian sympathies and principles of the 
nation. Earnest and faithful men and 
women are toiUng amid countless and gi- 
gantic difficulties in behalf of these classes 
of our fellow-countrymen, whose sufferings 
are unknown, and can never be told to the 
great mass of our people. I bespeak for 
them the continued and increased charities 
and prayers of every patriot, philanthropist, 
and Christian. 

With tlie most grateful remembranco of 
yotir own personal kindness, I am. 

Most respectfully yours, 

J. C. Webster. 



THE HOSPITAL TR.UN. 

How many of my readers ever rode an 
hour upon the bare floor of a freight car ? 
Would not most of them wait a long time 
before commencing a journey if this was to 
lie the method of their going ? If any of 
them have had this experience, they under- 
stand the difference between it and the soft 
yielding seat of the passenger coach that 
only lulls to repose. 

Aud yet the retreating tide of maimed 
humanity that had dashed in its strength 
against the rebel strongholds in Georgia, 
is flowing from the front in just this way. 
Thousands of men, wounded in all con- 
ceivable ways, arc coming forward in freight 
trains, with nothing to rest upon but thin 
l>cds of straw, laid upon the bottom of the 
cars. 

It is more than a hundred miles, aU day 
and all night, from the front to Chattanoo- 
ga. There the wounded men rest, perhaps, 
for a time in hospitals, and perhaps not. 
Then on they go a hundred and fifty miles 
farther, all day and all night long again, to 
Nashville, and then, those who are able, a 
hundred and eighty-five miles farther, to 
Louisville. What a journey this to wear 
out the strongest man ! 

This method of transporting the wound* 
ed is not peculiar to the Army of the Cum- 
berland, and it must not bo inferred that 
Government is remiss in the cause of its 
brave defenders. All available means are 
used to promote their comfort. The best 
means ef transportation at hand are em- 
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ployed. Surgeons and nurses, with medi- 
cines, are sent with the trains. And here 
steps in the U. S. Sanitary Commission 
with its labor of love. At appointed sta- 
tions along the road its agents are ready 
with coffee, soup, sandwiches, stimulants, 
fruits, and other supplies in abundance. 
Thus the rough way is smoothed, and suf- 
fering alleviated os much as possible. 

But this is not all that is done. There is 
now established what is properly called the 
“Hospital Train.” It is, indeed, a hospi- 
tal on wheels. Pas.songor coaches are pro- 
cured, the bocks removed from the seats, 
boards are laid along these seats on each 
side the whole length of the cor, and upon 
these beds are spread, with nice white 
sheets and pillows, presenting a tnily in- 
viting appearance. These trains are fur- 
nished with a dispensary and cooking car, 
nurses, and all the appliances for dressing 
wounds, all under the care of a surgeon in 
charge. Besides, we have on board a ward- 
robe supplied by the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission, from which the men are fumishtsl 
with clean shirts and drawers as they need 
them. Regular meals are served, their 
wounds dres.sed, and everything done for 
the comfort of the suffering soldier that can 
be devised in a wcU-rogulatcd hosi)ital. 
And this care is appreciated. The men 
often say, “ I wish I could ride upon the 
hospital train until my wound is healed.” 
In describing the hospital train I should 
have said that, in some of the cars, the seats 
are entirely removed, and upright standards 
placed along each side of the pas.sago way, 
to which stretchers are suspendcS by rub- 
ber bands. By slipping off tho rubber 
bands the stretchers, with tho patients 
npon them, can be readily removed, and 
thus the wounded easily transferred to hos- 
pitals when the train arrives at its destina- 
tion. 

Each of these methods has its advantages , 
but both, as can cosily be seen, ore a great 
improvement upon the hard, jarring,spring- 
less box car. 

Again, in the freight train there is no 
oommunioation between the cars, and it is 
very difficolt to give proper attention to the 
patients while the train is in motion. Is 
it asked, “ Why not nse passenger oars al- 
together ?” the answer is, they cannot be 



procured. There are not enough on these 
roads that can be spared to suijply the de- 
mand. 

As I sat down to write I was about to 
head my letter, " iVho'U contribute a ertr ?” 
If a few of the railroad companies of the 
North, who could so easily do it, would 
send us each one of their easy-going coach- 
es, how speedily could they be titted for 
use, and what an amount of suffering might 
bo saved. Tlie farther our army advances 
into the enemy’s country, the more urgent 
the ooll for increased means of transporta- 
tion. 

A great part of the credit of establishing 
and maintaining tho hospital train is due to 
Dr. J. P. Barnum. He has labored since 
December, 1H(>2, against difficulties that 
would have worn out a Ic.ss earnest and un- 
selfish m:ui. He has found a constant 
helper in the U. B. Banitary Commission, 
which has over been ready to furnish him 
with supplies for the suffering soldier. The 
Government have, in this work of mercy, 
gone hand in hand with the Commission. 

But much as the Hospital Train is doing, 
it is very inadetpiato to supply tho pressing 
wants of tho thousands who are coming for- 
ward from the front. 

Think, then, anew, friends of the soldier. 
As yon ride on velvet-cushioned seats, 
yielding with gentle motion to every ine- 
quality; os you recliuo upon beds that offer 
tho perfect luxury of repose, think of tho 
soldier wounded, shattered, in defence of 
our l)ost privileges, as he is rushed on for 
hundreds of miles, in rattling, swinging, 
jarring, springless freight-cars, every mo- 
tion, almost, of which sends a thrill of pain 
to limbs that will never tread again the old 
familiar walks of homo — that never will 
kneel again!— to limbs that never can re- 
spond again to the warm pressure of friend- 
ship's grasp, that never can strike another 
blow for country or for right — to bodies 
that still carry the deadly missile that did 
not quite reach the seat of life — to bruised, 
aching heads, that must always ache, and 
to brains from which reason has been sud- 
denly driven by the shock of bursting 
shell. 

What a contribution have these mode to 
the country ? 

Who'll contributs a car f 0. B. W. 
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SOMEBOOrS DARLING. 

Into A ward of the Trhite-wa«hc’d hAlls, 

Wlicro the dead and dyin^ lay, 

Wonnded by bayoDets, shcIlM, and baUs, 
8 ornct>ody *0 Darling was borne one day~ 

SonielxKly’a Darling, eo young and ho bravo. 
Wearing yot on hw pale, awoct face, 

Boon to be hid by the dust of the grave, 

The lingering light of hia boyhood’s graoe. 

Uattcfl an«l damp are the cnrla of gold. 

Kissing the snow of the fair young brow, 

Palo are the lips of delicate mold— 

BoinebfMly's Darling is dying now. 

Back from his iHmutiful bluoveinud brow 
BmHh all the wandering waves of gukl; 

Crrsw hia handn on his Nw»m now— 

8 onK‘bo<ly’H Darling is still and cold. 

Kiss him once for socnebsly’s sake, 

Murmur a prayer both soft and low; 

One bright curl from its fair mat 4 v« take — 

Tliey were Homebody’s pride, you know; 

8 onn lK«lY*s hand hath rosteil there— 

Was it a mother’s, soft and white? 

And have the lips of a sister fair 
Bi<*n ImpUzcd in the waves of light? 

Ood knows beet 1 ho has somobwly’s lore; 
BomebfKly’s heart enshrined him there; 

BomehrHly wafted bin name above. 

Night and mom, on the wings of prayer. 

Soim V»ody wept when be marched away. 

Looking so handsome, brave and grand; 

SomebcKly's kiss on his forehead lay, 

Somebody clung to Lis parting hand. 

Bomebody’s waiting and watching for him — 
Yeaniing to hold him again to her heart; 

And there he lies with his blue eyes dim, 

And the smiling, child>liko lips apart — 

Tenderly bury the fair young dead. 

Pausing to drop on his grave a tear; 

Carve in the wooden slab at his head, 

*' Somebody’s Darling slumbers here.** 

TAPS. 

BT VBa. BOBBBT B. BOWl.aKI>. 

** Our ward fronts on the sea, and the night 
bugle-music is blown away on the sea^wind, 
and comes back to us in sweet fragment*. It is 
nine o'clock: the day, full of fear and hope, is 
ended; and while I write the sick men are all 
quiet in their litUe camp-beds. A moment 
more and the last bugle will sound, signal for 
silence and darkness. Now it begins, and the 
notes, rising and falling, say as plainly as mosio 
can Bay anything: * Put it out; put it — out; put 
—it out!* 

*' It is a clear, golden call, almost a human 
Toice, falling softer and slower to the end; and 
when well played, lingering a little at (he last, 
like some one very oautioualy hushing a haby 
to sleep," Ac . — Petri of a letter from lAe ll 8. 
Armff UtapiiaL 



Put it out! Put it out! Pul it out! 

The clear notes rising, climb 
A ladder of sweet sound, 

And from each golden round 
Tlie ascending augcls, nearing heaven, do chime, 

** God's watch begins, put your dim lantcnis ootl** 
Put out each earthly light; 

It is God's sliadow falls 
Along the darkening walls, 

Cloning ns round, when men say “it is night:" 
i/e draws so near it slxnts the daylight out. 

Put it out I Put it ont ! Put it ont I 
Forbear each scheme of ill; 

Good angels walk Die ward. 

And heaven is all abroatl 

Wlicn twilight falls and earth lies hnahed and still; 
Boom for the angels ! Put the dark deeds out. 

Put ont all thonghks of care: 

Best gently, acliing bead; 

He stands beside the bod, 

Wlio brings in pf*acc and hcaUng, unaware. 

And sends soft-footed s1c*ep to shut pain out. 

Put it out 1 Put it ont I Put it out 1 

Put ont— quite tnit — the light. 

Hark I as the notes grow faint, 

Was that a now-voiced saint 
Who climbed with them and scaled the starry height? 
Has from auu>ug us any soul gone out? 

God's love falls as a screen, 

Where lights bum dim and pale, 

No flickering flame shall fail, 

For with His hand held steadfastly between 
No wind can blow to put Uicso life-lamps out. 
Through earth's long night He waits. 

Till Ui the erml’s glad eyes, 

FilltH) with divine surprise 
Heaven opens wide her golden morning gates: 
Then, day being come, Ho breathes the candle out. 



A SOLDIER’S LETTER 

June 4. — We are at Wlrito House; the 
wounded Are pouring in ; forty wagons pass- 
ed ns. Here comes a man with his band 
shot off. He has walked twelve miles to 
get bis wound properly dressed. He seems 
to forget it, and with wild excitement 
shouts, *' Grant is the man; he is hell on 
the tight.'' The Sanitary Commission is 
splendid. It is here tending our sick and 
wounded. Tell the ladies it does more 
good and relieves more suffering than anj 
one thing in the army. Here comes another 
wagon train of wounded, every one a hero. 
Al^ough cut and slashed in every direc- 
tion, not one of them complains. 

June 15. — Have been on forced march for 
the last four days and nights; one hundred 
thousand of Uie army marched with us, 
and it was terrible to see the men fall out 
of the ranks by hundreds, unable to move 
one step farther. One man dropped dead 
near me. Wo have been two days on half 
rations— one day with none. 
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17.— Charged the enemy. Had a 
terrible entUading tiro against ua. Oat of 
the regiment, (only four companies.) in 
killed, wounded, and missing, lost fifty, 
only one hundred and fifty going in. In the 
evening, made another charge, and then 
engagtsl the enemy for some time. 

Ju)ie 18. — Tried to take a fort; our regi- 
ment sent to the front. First w ■ ran double- 
quick about one-eighth of a mile to the rail- 
road, through a shower of bullets; rested a 
moment, climbed the hill near the road; 
went double-quick twenty yards; re.sted, 
and again ran twenty yards to a sort of 
^lly. There we stayed about four hours, 
fired at continually. 

June 21. — Had to be all day in the dust; 
sun almost scorching us. 

Jane 22.— Worked all night on fortifica- 
tions. Saw a number of negroes. They 
are much more iutelligent than I snpposeil, 
cleanly and brave. They have mo4le the 
most splendid charges here on record. I 
have seen them fight right here. 

Jime2S . — So near the enemy can hear 
them talk. The Sanitary Commission gave 
each soldier in our brigade a ration of por- 
ter, a pickled cabbage and onions to-day. 
The Christian Commission gave each of ns 
two sheets of paper and two envelopes. 
Lost my knapsack and every thing in it in 
the charge, as did the other men. 

June 29. — The .Sanitary Commission is 
the greatest thing of the age — to my per- 
sonal knowledge furnishing our sick boys 
with tomatoes, pickled cabbauo, chocolate, 
dried apples, com starch, soft crackers, and 
everything essential. At work all lust night 
pn fortifications. 

June 30. — Worked all day cutting trees 
and canring them to our pits to make bomb- 
proof shelter for them, os we expect to be 
shelled by a fort near us. We live on hard 
tack. 

Jail/ 1. — The Sanitary Commission know- 
ing how hard our regiment has been work- 
ed, gave each man some pickled tomatoes, 
reserved chickens, chocidate, lemons, con- 
ensod milk, etc. Of course very little 
to each, but my share made a now person 
of me. 

Jul)/ 8. — I have been sick, but the doctor 
got for me,_ from the Sanitary Commission, 
farina, corn starch, turkey soup, etc., and 
built me up. Our regiment, after being in 
front of rifle pits and un<ler a continual fire 
for eighteen days, has at last been relieved. 
When sent back Company A. hiul eight 
men and two corporals, ami Company D. 
two men and one cor]>ornl fit for duty. 
You have no idea how mtich soldiers think 
of letters. When I ask sick boys how they 
feel, more than half answer, "Oh ! a great 
deal worse; have not had any letters for a 
long time.” They seem to think that the 
causa of their illness. The names of the 



officers who carried muskets for sick or 
tired soldiers, were Lieut. Col. Pier, of 
Fond du Lac, Capt Carpenter, and Lieut. 
Ballard. 

July 17. — The regiment has but twenty- 
nine men fit fur duty. Last nigi t C-ol, 
Pier hearing one of the men cough, got up 
at midnight and brought him a cup of his 
own sugar. It is what few officers would 
have done for a private. 

July 17. — We drew a number of sanitary 
stores this aftenioon, consisting of pickled 
onions, condensed milk, tomatoes, etc. I 
suppose, of coarse, you know that by sani- 
tary stores we mean provisions given us by 
the Sanitary Commission. 

/u/y 18.— To-day I saw a little negro, 
(about twelve years old,) busily engaged 
trying to learn to write. He had a lead- 
pencil and an old piece of paper, with a 
copy set him at his reijuest. He is very 
ambitions to learn, and if you would send 
him a writing book it would help. 

July 19. — Back to our old diet— hard tack 
and coffee; like it very well indeed. Pound 
it and fryit like-griddle cakes, fryitwhole, 
make fisli-balls of it; with coffee and sugar, 
who can complain ? 

July 24. — Our regiment at the front again. 
I am detailed to guard baggage cars at City 
Point. Dri“W rations of driisi apples, buy 
five cents' worth of flour, and make pies. 
If anything ever to.stcd good, that's it. 
Shall request soon to be relieved from the 
detail and join the regiment. 

Yours, 

W. H. Peckhaw. 



TIIEATME\T OF OCR PRISONERS BY 
THE REBEL AUTHORITIES. 



Ever since the outbreak of the war. the coun- 
try has been full of painful rumors concerning 
the treatment of prisoners of war by the rebm 
authorities. Every returned prisoner has 
brought his tale of saffering, astonishing his 
neighborhood with an account of cruelty and 
barbarity on the part of the enemy. Innumer- 
able narratives have also been published and 
widely circulated. 

The public have been made very uneasy by 
these reports One class have accepted them 
as true; another have telt them to be exaggera- 
ted; still another have nronounced them wholly 
false, fictions purposely anode and scattered 
abroad ti intljime the peojile against their ene- 
mies, and doing great injustice to the South. 

aEPOUTs or bebkl crceltt. 

On the other hand, nimors have crossed the 
border, of an ontraged public sentiment in the 
Booth, precisely on the same account; reports 
abounding there of cruelty and barbarity to the 
rebel soldiers in our hands. It has been repeat- 
edly announced that whatever restrictions or 
privations have been suffered by Northern men 
in Southern prisons, were m retaliation fur 
these. 
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In the heginDinp of such a rrotligions con- 
test aa this has pioved to he LtcnLing out in 
the midst of a p^(>ple UDnccuslo&icd to ^ar, and 
^uite ifiuovt-d fiom eilcnsive military tradi- 
tions and eianipKs, it vas Latural that many ir- 
regularities should have ocuuitd, and n<iinv 
usage 8 of ^'81 fare heeu disrtguuU-d on hotb 
aidea; and that in the matter oi prisoners e>|)c- 
cially, where either regu'n wns suddenly inun- 
date d hy many thoupginds, gieat ahuses slioiild 
have taken place, until accommoelations could 
be provided and iinangenieiits peifected. 

but these early da>s of ill-pieparaiion have 
long passed away. ^I'he war bus lasted more 
than three years, both Be'ctions have l>ec(*me 
accustomed to it, and are lamiliarized with the 
id* as, habits and laws of mihtaiy life. Ibe 
passionate tury of one side and the pstriotic in- 
dignation of the (»ther, hare had time to settle 
down, at least so far as to accept ibis condition, 
and make every cisiliztd piovision known in 
modern wa*^fart'. for the mitigation of its hor- 
rors and inhumanity. 

WTRETCBED COXUITIOX OF THE BETUnSUD CAPTl\'Xa. 

And yet the painful rurnrrs. so rife at the out- 
break of ibe war, instead of subsiding witb its 
early tumult, have lately ine'i eased t<> an extent 
which hsH seriously ahomed and aunn-ed the 
public. The tales of mielfy and suHeiing have 
De'Ctune even more heart-rending. Months ago 
we heard rtpoits that <>ur nn n were starving 
and fuezing in the N uthein prisr-ns In the 
late temporary resimrplion of the cartel, boat- 
loadH of hall-uuked living skeletons, foul with 
filth, and covered with vermin, were said to 
have been landed at Annapolis and B •llimore. 
Men. diseased and riving, or ])hysicnlly ruined 
for life, unfit for further military service, bad 
beeu received in the stead of soldiers of the en- 
emy returned in good condition, and who had 
b<-eri well ltd. well clothed, nud well shelteied 
by our goverunieiil during their captivity. 

But riiaiiy reasons were circulated to account 
for such a differ> nee. It was alleged that these 
emaciated nun were the victims of camp dyw n- 
teiy, or similar distempers, and of food, which 
hi>wevcr good in quality and sufficient in quan- 
tity, wuB aveise to the Northern cnustitiitioD. 
Again It WHS alleged Hint the rt bel army was, 
itself, suffer ng for want of f«H>d and clothing, 
and that the very guurds to these prisoners had 
faied no belter. 

There wore many among us who were willing 
to credit any statement which would midgate 
or excuse the infamy of penuittiug such a con- 
dition of things. Tor the aake of humanity and 
the Americuu name, they hoped that the worst 
could not be pioved. 

But there w ere others to whom the proof was 
■ufficieut, and who were convinced tlint the 
whole was a horrible and pre-determined 
scheme, contrived for the pnr]>nsc of depleting 
our armies, and discouragii g our soldiers. 

The attention of ( ongress was roused, and a 
committee was appointed to invi stigate this and 
other alleged barbarities. Their report has just 
been published. 

COMMISSION OF INQCTRT. 

Before, bowevi-r, the result of their inquiries 
was known, the United StatcM Sanitary Ckrmmis- 
noo, as the organ of popular humanity and phi- 



lanthropy, determined to make an independent 
investigation, and such a one as would, if pos- 
sible, put the question at rest on all points upon 
which the public mind was divided or unset- 
tled, and furnish information so full, and so di- 
rect from original sources, that every one could 
arrive at a just conclusion. 

They accordingly appointed the undersigned 
as a ('ommission of Inquiry, partly because they 
were known to be removed from anv politick 
affiliations and prejudices, and partly tiecaniie 
three of their number were Bupposed to l>e pro- 
fcBBionally competent to read the unerring tes- 
timony of nature in the physical condition of 
the men. 

• Two distinct departments of evidence were 
thus o|>ened. 

MANNER OF THE INVESTIOATION. 

In entering upon their duties the Commis- 
sioners bad no other wish than to a--certain the 
truth . and to report the facts as they were. For 
this they endeav»»red to collect all the evidence 
within their nach, and to bear and rec<»id &U 
that could 1>e said on every side of the snbjecL 
They were accompanied by a United States 
Commissioner, and in every case the testimony 
wa.s taken on <*Hth or affirmation before him, or 
in his absence before other officers equally em- 
powered. 

1 he mass of evidence, printed os an Appen- 
dix. was collected during a ]>eriod of several 
months, and is now arranged and claseitied to 
faciliiate the rtader's reference. If it had been 
printed in the order in which it was taken, it 
would have been too irregular and ap(>arently 
bet rogeneoua to have exhibited the total result 
of ibe investigation. But, as it now stands it 
will be found united and humogenouH enough 
in the tragical stoiy which it tells, without va- 
riation or self-contradiction, to the country and 
to the world. 

Much of the evidence, however, is made up 
of bare abstracU of the free and full converna- 
tions that were held with the persons exam- 
ined, and although all the easemial facts are 
preB^-rved. yet many graphic and pathetic mi- 
nor details are omitted, which escapeil or could 
not enter the formal record, but sometimes were 
noted down by those who went present Be- 
sides this, the Couimissioneis were witnesses 
themaeivcs, and saw and heard enough to over- 
w'belrn them with astonishment, and remove 
the last doubt from their minds. 

For this reason, and that the reader may abare 
with them, so far as can be, the almi>8t dra- 
matic development of the inquiry, they send 
out these pages, nut in the form of a brief doc- 
umentary report, simply rt-ferring to the U'Sti- 
mouy, but as a descriptive narratA'e. in which 
all the salieDt poinis of the evidence and the 
results of their own observation are incorpora- 
ted together. Such a narrative need be only an 
intelligible grouping of material - its facts will 
speak best for theoiHoIvcK. 

TWIT TO ANNAPOLK AND BALTIMOBE. 

The Commissioners, at the veiy outset, wer® 
brought face to face with the returned captivea. 

They first visitwl the two extensive b*>spiteila 
in .\nnapolis, occupying the spacious buildings 
and grounds of the Naval Academy and SL 
John’s Cidlege, where over three thousand of 
them had b^n brought in evory conoeivabte 




The Sanitary Commueion Bulletin. 



727 



form of otiffering. direct from the Libby Prison, 
BcUe [hIc. and two or three other Hoathern mib 
itAry stations. * 

They also yisibnl the West’s Bailding:s Hob- 
pital and the Jarvis General Hospital in Balti- 
more, where several hundreds bad been brought 
in an equally dreadful condition. 

Lm»0 8KII.ETOJ«S. 

The photographs of these diseased and eroa* 
dated men, since so widdy circulated, painful 
as they are, do not, in many resp^.^ots. adequate- 
ly reprotHont the sufferers as they then appeared. 

The best picture etmuot courey the reality, 
nor create that startling and sickening sensation 
which is felt at the sight of a humim sk-ileton, 
with the skin drawn tightly over iu skull and 
ribs and limbs, weakly turning and moving it- 
self. as if still a living man! 

And this was the reality. 

The same spectacle was often repeated as the 
visitors went from bed to bed, frotn ward to 
ward, and from tent to tent The bony faces 
stansl out above the counterpanes, watching 
the passer-by dreamily and indifferently. Hero 
and there lay one, half over upon his face, with 
his l>ed do hing only partially dragged over 
him, deep in sleep or stupor. It was strange to 
And a Hercules in bones; to see the immense 
hands and feet of a young giant pendant from 
limbs thinner than a child's and that could be 
spanned with the thumb and finger! Equally 
strange and horrible was it to come upon a man 
in one part shrivoUed to nothing but skin and 
bone, and in another swollen and miHshspen 
with dropsy or scurvy; or further on, when the 
surgeon lifted the covering from a poor half un* 
conscious creature, to see the stomach fallen in, 
deep as a basin, and the bone protruding 
through a blood-red bole on the hip. 

Of course these were the worst Crises among 
those that still survive<L Hundreds like them, 
and worse even than they, had been already laid 
in their gravt'S. 

The remainder were in every gradation of 
physical condition. Home were able to sit up 
and to move feebly around their bed; others 
wer>‘ well enough to be out of doors; many were 
met walking about the beautiful grounds of the 
Kaval Academy — by a curious and probably ac- 
cidental compensation on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, swung to this Paradise on the Severn 
from the sandy little island in James Hivt.r and 
its bleak and bitter winds. 

KVIDBMCI8 OP SfEXTAL SUFPEBINO. 

But however unlike and various the cases 
were, there was one singular elonie’it shared by 
alL and which seemed to refer them to one 
thing a.s the common cau.se and origin of their 
suffering. It was the poenUar look in every 
face. The man in Baltimore looked like the 
man just left in Annapdis. Perhaps it wan 
Mrtly the shaven head, the sunken eyes, the 
drawn mouth, the pinched and pallid featnres 

p.irtly, doubtleas, the grayish, blighted skin, 
rough to the touch as the skin of a shark. But 
there w*as something else: an expression in the 
eyes and countenance of utter desolateness, a 



*Tbo CummlMioners wo ild scknowledgs tbs oourtosy 
and hospitalitp of the accomplishtrd and offlcleot Sur- 

ffMn in ebarge of ths Hospital at tbs Naval Academp, 
Dr Vandur Kleft, bp whom evurp taciltlp foroondiicUug 
the inquuy was beartilp glrao. 



look of settled melancholy, as if they had pass- 
ed through a period of physical and menbil ag- 
ony which had driven the smile from their 
f^es forever. All had it; the man that whs met 
on the grounds, and the man tuat could not yet 
raise bis bead ffom the pillow. 

It was this which arrested the attention of 
some of the parly quite as much as the remark- 
able phenomenon of so many emaciated and 
singularly diseased men being gathered togfth- 
er, all, with few exceptions, having been 
brought from the same prisons in the South 

Every one who was questioned contributed 
his part to swell the following account of pri- 
vation, exposure and suffering. 

The vail is now to be lifted from two of the 
nearest and most noted Southern sUtions for 
prisoners. There ap|>e«r. imh'ed. occasional 
glimpses of plaires or captivity in Danville, Vir- 
ginia, and AmlerHOQviUe, Georgia, but the chief 
interest centres upon Libby and Belle Isle, at 
HichmomL 

THE HIGH CLAIM OP THE SOUTHEBN PE4)ri.Z. 

Before, however, the narrative proceeds, two 
things must be home iu mind: 

First, that we are now penetrating into the 
arrangements of a people who cl.titn. and have 
BO far maintiined their entire ind**pcnilcnue of 
the United SUtesGovommont; who have organ- 
ized a government of their own; who have also 
organized immense and powerful armieH; who 
had, in the beginning, so far pr pared them- 
selves. and, during the last three years, have so 
far completed their preparations, as to be able 
to match, and all but oveiqiower one of the 
strongest military esbiblishments ever known. 

Let them, for the moment, be taken for what 
they claim to be: “The Confederal** Slates of 
America,” a mighty government, and a “ »uj) 0 - 
rior race,” first in civilization, in culture, and 
in counige; distingiiinhed for all that is mag- 
nanimous. chivalric. humane, hospitable, and 
noble, for all the gr.vces and rehaem*-nts, and 
highest developments of individual and social 
life. 

MODEBN TREATMENT OP PRISONERS OP WAR. 

Furth rmore, another thing mu.st Iwt borne in 
mind: that, in these days of civilized warfare, 
the cowardly and barbarous usage no longer 
prevails of maltreating prisoners of war. but the 
moment n conflict is over, every sentiment of 
Christianity and humanity rises to mitigate the 
bloody horrors of the flehi The distinction of 
friend and enemy is no longer known. 

The surgeon, with the high sense of profes- 
sional duty in which he has been educated, goes 
equally to alt The prisoners taken are not 
thrown into dungeons, nor shut up in jails, but 
put into barracks. 1'hoy are made as comfort- 
able as the arrangements necessary for their 
safe keeping will permit They are sheltered, 
warmed, fe<l and clothed, in all necessary res- 
pects, as well as the soldiers that vauquiNhed and 
captured them. They become, for the time be- 
ing, part of the military family of the enemy, 
and are made subject to the same sanitary and 
other reflations. 

Their narracks are never overcrowded: snffl- 
cient area is allowed for exercise and fresh air; 
so much bathing is permitted, and even insist- 
ed open, for the sake of cleanliness; their food 
is in every respect the same as that consumed 
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bj the nrmj within who«e lines they are; their 
clothing is all that they need. Such a thing 
aa rohl>ery of their private property ia unknown, 
or never tolerated if known. 

TREATaiKNT OF THE BICK. 

Wlirn sickness overtakes the priaoner ho is 
removed to the hospital, taken from his btink 
and placed npon a bed, and then, whatever dis- 
tinc(ion existed before vanishes entirely; every 
kindness and attention, every remedy and deli- 
cacy that a snfferer needs, is freely and goner- 
onsly given. 

Hiirh is tbo hi^h principle and noble usage 
which prevails in modern warfare. ITie per- 
fection of its arrangements is a matter of pride 
and honor among soldiers, and the proper boast 
of every t'hiistian government 

We now tnm to the people and government 
at present waging war with our Govermn nt, 
and w ho. through a dead lock in the cartel, hold 
tens of thousands of United States soldiers as 
prisoners of war. 

II. 

The first fact developed by the testimony of 
both officers and privates is that prisoners were 
almost invariably robbed of everything valu- 
able in their possession, sometimes on the field, 
at the instant of capture, aoinetimes by the 
prison authorities, in a “quasi official way," 
with the promise of return when exchanged or 
pooled, but which promise w'as never fnlttlled.* 
This robbery amounted often to a stripping of 
the p<*rHon of even necessary clothing Ithink- 
ets an<l overcoats were almost always taken, and 
sometimes other articles, in which cnae iluui- 
aged ones w ere returned iu their stead. 

This preliminary over, the captives were 
taken to prison. 

The Linhy, which is bcstknowTi, though also 
need ns a place of confinement for private sol- 
diers, is generally understood to be the officers’ 
prisou. 

DESCRIPnON OP UBBT PIU 80 N. 

It is a row of brick buildings, three stories 
high, situated on the canal, and overlooking 
the James River, and was formerly a lolmcco 
warehouse. The partitions between the build- 
ings have been pierced with doorways on each 
story. 

The rooms are one hundred feet long by forty 
feet broad. In six of these rooms, twelve hun- 
dred United States officers, of all grnd(is, from 
the Brigadier (Jenernl to the Second l.ieutenmit, 
were otmftned for manv months; and this was 
all the space that was allowed them in which to 
cook, eat, wash, sle^p, and take exercise! It 
seems incredible. Ten feet by two were all 
that could be claimed by each man— hardly 
enough to measure his length upon; and even 
this was further ahridg<*d by the room nect-s- 
sarily taken for cooking, washing and clothes- 
dijiuR. 

At one time they were not jvllowed the use of 
benches, chairs or stools, nor even to fold their 
blankets and sit upon them, but those who 
would rest were obliged to huddle on their 
haunches, as one of them expresses it, “like 



* Ko ituituicc of the promise being kept Appear* in the 
eviUenre. but there h*ve Wen wc»»1orii repnriM. though 
verj’ esre. where money wu returned, but eveo then in 

dapreclaU-U coufederst* currency. 



SO many slaves on the middle pvmage.** After 
awhile this severe rostrictioo wa-t removed, and 
they were allowed to make chairs and stools for 
themselves, out of the barrels and boxes w*hich 
thev ha»i received from the No th. 

Th.'y were ovemm with vertuiu. in spite of 
ever\ precaution and constant ablutions. Their 
bla*-k>^ts, which averaged one to a man, and 
Bomet'ines Ins*:, had not been issued by the 
r • ela, but had been procured in different ways; 
son e tmes by purchase, sometimes thn>ugh the 
8:initary Coinmission. The prisouers had to 
h*^lp themselves from the refuse accumulation 
of these articles, which having sven similar 
service before, were oAcn ragged and full of 
vermin. 

TUB ROOMS OVERCBOWDEU. 

In tbe«e they wrapped themselves at night, 
and lay <lown on the hard plank floor in close 
and stifling contact, “wormed and dovetailed 
tt'geiher," as one of them testifies, “ like fish in 
a t'HHket" 1 be floors were recklessly washed 
late in the afternoon, and were therefore dauip 
a(>d dangerous to sleep upon. Almost every 
one had a cough in consequence. 

There were setenty-five windows in theso 
rooms, all more or h<ss broken, arid in winter 
the cold was intense. Two stoves in a room, 
with two or three armfuls of wood to each, did 
not prove sufficient under this expo.sure, to 
keep them warm. 

The regulations variiHl at different periods in 
stringency and severity, and it is difficult to 
describe the piecise condition of things at any 
onetime, but tbe abt^ve comes frc>iu two offi- 
cen4, Lieutenant t’olonel Farnsworth and Oapt 
Calboun. .As it happens, they are representa- 
tives of the two opposite clanses of officers con- 
fined in the Lih%. Tbe former coming from 
('oonectient, and influentially connected at the 
North, was one of a mess to which a great pro- 
fusion of supplies, and even luxuries, were 
sent. Tbe latter coming from Kentucky, and 
being d fforently situated, was entirely depend- 
ent upon tbo prison fare. 

These officers were there during the same 
season, but never became acquaint(‘(L Tbe 
accounts of each, which wull be found in the 
evidence side by side, are here combined and 
mn together. 

From their statements it appears that the 
hideous discomfort was never lessened by any 
variation in the rules, but often increased. The 
prison did not seem to be under any general 
and uniform army regulations, but the captives 
were subject to tbe caprices of Major Turner, 
the officer in charge, and Kichard Turner, in- 
spector of the prison. 

GUARDS ALLOWED TO SHOOT THE PRISONERS. 

It W’as among the rules that no one should go 
within three feet of the windows, a rule which 
seems to be general in all Southern prisons of 
this character, and which their frequently 
crowdtHl state render»-d peculiarly severe and 
difficult to obsor>*e. The manner in which the 
regnUtiou was enforced was unjustifiably and 
wantonly cniel. Otien by aoeideut, or uncon- 
sciously. an officer would go near a window, 
and be instantly shot at without warning Tha 
reports of the sentry’s musket were heard al- 
most every day, and frequently a prisoner fell 
either killed or wounded. 



uu uy Vi. I 



729 



Tht Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 



It was evon worse with a Ui^o prison near 
by, callt'il Uie Pemberton BuiMinipi, which was 
crowded with enlisted men. The tiring into its 
windows was a still more common occurrence. 
The uftioers had heard os many as fourteen 
shots fired on a single ilay. liiey could see 
the gnanls watching fur an opportunity to fire, 
and often, afn-r one of them had discharged 
his musket, the sergeant of the guard would 
appear at the door, bringing out a dead fir 
wounded soldier. 

INSTANCIS or SHOOTING. 

So careless ns this were the authorities as to 
the effect 01 phicing their pri**om'rs in the power 
of the rude and bnital sohliery on guard. It 
became a matter of »>ort among the Utter ** to 
shoot a Yankee." They were seen in attitudes 
of ex|H*f!tatiou. with gnus cocked, watching the 
windt>wK for a shot. Sometimes they did not 
eren wait for an infraction of the rule. Lieut 
Hammond was shot at w*hilc in a Hiimll boarded 
inclnsure, whore thei*e was no window only an 
aperture between the boards. The guard* 
caught sight of his bat through this opening, 
and aiming lower, so as to reach his heart, 
fired. A ntiil turned the bullet upward, and it 
passed through his ear and hat brim. The offi- 
cers reported the outrage to Major Turner, who 
merely renlied, ** The boys are in want of prac- 
tice." Tne sentry said, “He had made a bet 
that he would kill a damned Yankee before be 
came off guard." No notice whs taken of the 
occurrence hj the authorities. 

The brutal fellow, encouraged by this impu- 
nity, tried to murder another officer in the 
same way. Lieutenant Htmgins was standing 
eight feel from the window, in the second sUiry, 
The top of his hat was visible to the g^iard, 
who left his beat, went out into the street, took 
deliberate aim, an<l fired. Providentially he 
was seen, a warning cry was uttered, Huggins 
stoo{>6iI, and the bullet buried itself in the 
beams above. 

VURDEB OF A PHISONEB AT DANTILUE. 

Very much the same thing is mentioned as 
happening to the prii^on buildings at Danville. 

A man was standing by the window conversing 
with private Wilcox. At his feet was the place 
where he slept at night, close under the win- 
dow, and where his blanket lay rolled up. He 
had his hand on the casement. Tlie guard must 
have seen his shadow, for bo was invisible from 
the regular beat, and w’cnt out twenty feet to 
get a shot at him. Before the poor fellow could 
be warned, the bullet entered nis forehead, and 
he fell tlcad at the feet of his com|>auion. 

Almost every prisoner had such an incident 
to tclL Some hiid been shot at themselves a 
number of times, and bad seen others repeated- 
ly fireil upon. One testifies that he had seen 
* five hundred men shot at 

The same brutal style of “sporting" while 
on guard, seems to have prevailed wherever the 
license w'as given by this cniel and unnecessary 
rule. Captain Calhoun mentions that while , 
he and bis companions were on their way to | 
Richmond from Nortbeastem Georgia, where ^ 
they were captured, they stoppe<l at Atlsuta, 
and just before they started, a sick soldier who 
was near the line, beyond which the prisoners 
were not allowed to go, put bis hana over to 
plock a bnoch of leaves that were not a foot 



from the boundary. The instant be did so, the 
guard caught sight of him, fired, and killed 
him. 

Another instance of equal skill in “ shooting 
on the wing." will be noticed in the case of the 
soldier who only exposed his arm an instant in 
throwing out some water, and was wounded, 
fortunately not killed, by the rebel bullet 
Si3melhing of the same kind was related in the 
course of conversation, but is not in the evi- 
dence, as happening at the Libby, when ^ 
officer was shot while w*aving his band in fare- 
well to a departing comrade. 

But there were cnielties worse than these, 
because less the result of impulse and reckless- 
ness, and because deliberately done. There 
o;>ens now* a part of the narrative which U as 
amar.ing as it is unaccountable. 

The reader will turn to the heart rending 
scenes of famine which the testimony before 
the Commission has exposed. 

FAMTN*E IK LIBDT. 

The daily ration in the officers’ quarter of 
Libby prisfin, was a small loaf of bn\ul about 
the size of a man's fist, made of Intlian meaL 
Sometimes it w’os made from wheat flour, but 
of variable quality. It weighed a little over 
half a pound. With it was given a piece of boof 
weighing two ounces. 

aoirruFBN food. 

But it is not easy to describe this ration, it 
was so irregular in kind, quality and amnnnt 
Its geneml character is vividly indicated by a 
remark made in conversation by one of the 
officers: “1 would gladly." said he. with em- 
hatir sincerity, “ jf/od/y have preferred the 
orae-feed in iny father’s stable." 

During the summer and the early part of the 
fall, the ration seems to have been les.s insuffi- 
cient, and less repulsive than it afterwards be- 
came. At no period was it enongh to snppori 
life, at least in nealth, for a length of time, bat 
however inadequate, it was not so to such a re- 
markable degr»^e as to produce the evils which 
aflerwanl ensued. 

It w'.is alsjut the middle of last autumn that 
this process of slow starvation become intoler- 
able. injurious, aud cruel to the extent referred 
to. The com bread began to be of tlie roughest 
and coars4*Ht dencription. Portions of the cob and 
husk were often found ground in with the meaL 
The crust whs so thick and hanl that the pris- 
oners called it iron-clad. To render the bread 
eatable, they grated it, and made mush oat of 
it, but Iho crust they could not grate. 

Now and then, after long intervals, often of 
many weeks, u little meat was given them, per- 
haps two or three mouthfuls. At a later period, 
they received a pint of black peas, with tome 
vinegar, every week. The peas were often 
full of worms, or maggots in a chiy'salis state, 
which, when they made soup, floated on thd 
surface. 

DUEAMS AND DELUSIONS OP FAMIKB. 

Those who were entirely dependent on the 
prison fare, aud had no friends at the North to 
send them boxes of food, began to suffer the 
horrible agony of craving food, and feeling 
themselves day by day losing strength. Dreams 
and delusions began to distract their minds.* 



• Tbs very asms pbeaoiasooo oocorred during tha 
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AUhongh many wore relieved thron^h the 
generosity' of their more favored fellow prieon- 
ers, yet the snpply from this aonrcc was. of 
couree. inBde<juate. Captain ('alhoun nppaks of 
suffering '* a burning eenaation on the inside, 
with a general failing in strength. “ I grew so 
foolish in ray mind that I used to blame myself 
for not eating more when at home.” “The 
•ubjort of food engrosse<l my entire thoughts.” 
*' Captain Stevens having received a box from 
home, sat down and ate to excess, an<l died a few 
hours afterward.” “ A man had a piece of Imra 
which I looked at for hours, and would have 
stolen if had ha<l a chance.” 

One day, by pulling up a pbink in the floor, 
they gained access to the cellar, and found 
there an abnndancc of provisions: barrels of 
the finest wheat flour, potatoes and turnips. Of 
these they ate ravenously until the theft was 
discovered. 

St'l'PLIES SF.NT nu^M THE NORTH WITnOELD. 

But the most unaccountable and Hbameful 
act of all was yet lo com*. Shortly afU*r this 
eneral diminution of rations, in the month of 
aouary last, the boxes, which before hud been 
regularly delivered, and in good order, were 
withheld. No reason was given Three hundred 
arrived every week, and were received by Col 
Ould, Commissioner of Exchange, but instead 
of being distributed, were retained, and piled 
up in warehouses uear by, and in full sight of 
the tantulizod and hungry captives. Throe 
thousand were there when Lieutenant Colonel 
Farnsworth came away. 

There was some show of delivery, however, 
but in a manner especially heartless. Five or 
six of the boxes wore given during the week. 
The eager prisoner, ex(>ectAnt perhaps of a 
wife’s or mother’s thoughtful provision for him, 
was called to the door and ordered to spread 
his blanket, when the open cans, whether con- 
taining preserved fruits, condensed milk, to- 
bacco, vegotablcH. or menls, were throw’ii pro- 
miscuously together, and often ruined by the 
mingling, 

TBIETTNO OF TEE BOXES. 

These boxes sometimes contained clothing, 
as well as food, and their contents were fre- 
quently appropriated by prison officials. Lieut 



celebrfttcd Darien Exploring Expedlllon. und^r IJrut. 
StratD, •omo yearn aso. The whole party Ruffer^Ml ttar- 
vatinn : a ntimber of them dh*d. and th** remaiiuler w»*r«* 
roacnefl when they had )>ecorDe emaclatod and dehlli* 
tated nearly to the point of death. 

*' From the time that f>>od lK>came acarve to the clone, 
and Jaet in proportion a* famine in('^<•aAt^l. they rerellod 
In Ronfcou* dinner*. Trmton and Maury would 
bonra in aproadins table* loadmt with every luinry. 
Over thU imaginary foaat they would Rinat with the 
plea-ureuf a Ruunnand.’*— Dartea E^p'or. Ezped.. Ita p. 
Montkip. vol. X.. p. eix. 

The party eeparaUNt, Strain and Avery beinR the lea*t 
exhaneted. and going on before the otburs to obtain suc- 
eor if pOMlble. 

At length «tarratinn produoM the name Bingular 
effect on there that it did on Truvton and Maury, and 
they would epend houre in dMcribing all the g(v>d din- 
ners they had over eatvo. For the la«t two or thrve 
days, when most redn<'<^. Strain said that he occupied 
almost the whole time InarranRing a maRniflc<int dinner. 
Every luxury or curious dish that he had ever seen or 
heard of corapoeod it. and bo wore away the hours in 
going round bis Imaginary tible, arranging and chang* 
ug the several dishes. He could not force his mind 
from tha contemplation of this, so whoUy hsd oiie-idea— 
food— taken posaossion of li.” — D^rUn Kxpior. Exped.^ 
Ifoip. JfealAff. voL x., p. 150. 



McGinnis reengnized his own home-suit of citi- 
zen's clothes on one of them, pointing oat his 
name on the watch-pocket 

The officers were permitted to send out and 
buy articles at extravagant prices, and would 
find the clothes, stationery, hams and bntt«p 
which they ha<l purchased, bearing the marks 
of the Sanitary Commission. 

In one instance this constant thievery 
came an unexpected advantage to ihe inmat^i. 
After the famoun “ tunnelling out,” by which 
HO many effi^cted their escape, the guards con- 
fessed that they had seen the fugitive**, but sup- 
posed that they were their own men stealing the 
boxes! The tunnel, after running under the 
slriiet, bad its outlet near where the boxes were 
piled up. 

All through the winter and late intd the 
spring was this suffering, chiefly from hunger, 
proloiige<L There is evidence of its continu- 
ance even so late as the mouth of May lost 

Surgeon Ferguson, who was confined there 
at that time, gives a most painful picture of 
what he saw: 

** No one can appreciate, without experience, 
the condition of the officers in the prison dur- 
ing the twelve days of my stay; their faces wore 
pinched with hunger. I have seen an officer, 
standing by the win low. gnawing a bone like a 
dog. I asked him, ‘ Wbat do you do it for?* 
His reply was, *It will help fill up.’ ” 

“They were constantly complaining of hun- 
ger; there was a sad and insatiable expression 
of face imp«>ssible to describe.” 

There is no suffering that can be mentioned 
greater than that of the slow and lingering 
pains of famine, except it be perhaps the ago- 
nies of absolute death from hunger— but of this 
no Libby evidence w*s collectecL The descrip- 
tion of Lihby life might therefore end at this 
point so far its having reached the climax of all 
possible uiiHcry on the one hand and of all pos- 
silde Viarbarity on the other. But the testimo- 
ny dcvelopea still other insbmees of cruelty 
which may as well be introduced here, in order 
to show the animus of the Confederate authori- 
ties. 

CRUEL PUXISHICENTB. 

It ia stated that for offences, whether tririal 
or serious, the prisoners were consigned to 
c»'lls lieneftth the prison, the walls of which were 
damp, green and slimy. Tliese spartmonts 
were never warmed, and often so crowded that 
some were obliged to stand up all night It was 
in these dungeons that the hostages were 
placed. 

DISPOSAL OF TEE DEAD. 

But the inhumanity was not confined to the 
living. It extended even to the disposid of the 
dead. The bodies were placed in the cellar, to 
which the animals of the street had access, and 
very often were partly detouied by hogs, dogs 
and rats. The officers had the curiosity to 
mark the coffins in which they w'ere carried 
to find out whether they were buried in them. 
Hut they proved to be only vehicles for bearing 
them away, returning a score of times for 
others. 

This must have been the case with privates 
only, who occupied part of the prisou, as it is 
meutione<l that the officers generally secured by 
contributions, made up among themselves, me- 
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tallic coffina and a decent temporary depoait in 
a Tftult for those of their number who dietl» un- 
til they could be removed to the North. 

One other incident may be Dotice<) which is 

S uite in keeping with all the rest, but without 
be foregoing catalogue of outrages to hiimani- 
ty would appear loo shocking to l>e credible. 

THE MININO or LIBBT. 

At the time Kilpatrick made his nearly sue- 
eesaful raid on Richmond, the city wius thrown 
into a panic by bis approach, and the prison 
officials deliberately prepared— bo the story runs 
— a more expeditious way of clo«ing the career 
of their prisoners. It was somewhat more mer- 
ciful than starvation, hecausc it substituted in- 
stantaneous death for an endless agony of dy* 
ing. The negroes gave the first intimation to 
the captives of what was going on.* Richard 
Turner took care to dash the hopes of his cap* 
tives as well as add to their anxiety, by inform- 
ing them that ‘‘Should Kilpatrick succeed in 
entering Richmond, it would not help them, as 
the prison authorities would blow up the pris* 
on and «U its inmates.” Lieutenant Latouche 
was overheard observing to a rel>el officer with 
whom he had entered the cellar where the two 
hundred pounds of powder were said to be 

C ?ed, " There is enough there to Rend every 
ined Yankee to hell.” Turner himself said, 
in the presence of Colonel Farnsworth, in an- 
swer to the quention, " Was the jirison mined ?” 
" Yes, and 1 would hnve blown you all to Hades 
before I would have siiffere<l you to l>e rescued.” 
The remark of Bishop Johns is corroborative as 
well as curious, in reply to the question, 
"Whether it was a Christian mode of warfare 
to blow up defenceless prisoners!” "Isuppose 
the authorities are satisfied ou that point, though 
I do not mean to justify it.” 

'The idea is so monstrously shocking that the 
mind hesitates to grasp it, or l»elieve it. Many 
will try to see in it only a menace to deter any 
further attempt to take Richmond by a raid. 
And yet the evidence, even if it does come by 
rebel aclmiKsions. has an air of diabolical sin- 
cerity. A remark of Turner's justifying the 
act, which was mentioned to one of the Com- 
missioners, but aceideotally omitted in the for- 
mal testimony, gives quite a decided turn to 
the very natural probability that the fiendish 
plan Was resolved upon: "Suppose Kilpatrick 
abould have got in here, what would luv life 
have l>een worth after you all got loose. Ves, I 
wouhl have blown you all to Hades before I 
would have suffered you to bo rescued." This 
was his argument and self-justification in brief, 
though somewhat more at length at the time. 

The act was alu^etber consistent with the 
chanMttem of the three men who had authority 
over the prison— General Winder, the (Com- 
mander of the Department, Major Turner, Com- 
mander of the Prison, whoso bnitality is fully 
illustrated by his management of it, and Kioh* 
ard Turner, Inspector of the Prison, by occupa- 
tion a uegro-whiuper, (see the testimony of 
Colonel Furasworth, ) and whose savage nature 
Vented itself in frequeut acts of porsoual insult 
and physical violence toward the prisoiiera. 

Be the story true or false, it is at any rate con- 
fummately befitting and consistent, inasmuch 



* ” big bole down dar, msMa. Torpedo In der, 
mtrtr* 



as the strongest reasons for its probability may 
be derived from the other facts that have now 
been narrated. If tnic, it is strongly corrobo- 
rative of the vindictive purpose which animates 
the Confederate authorities. History may yet 
write it so, and therefore the Cuiumissioners do 
not pass it over in silence because of any doubt 
that may cling to it 

Let the spectacle that probably came so near 
taking place, be at least the appropriate crown 
and close of this portion of the narrative; the 
Union raiders, bounding over the fortifications 
of Richmond, intent upon rescuing their com- 
panions from a captivity worse than death— and 
the three great brick buildings lifted bodily 
into tbe air and let down in one stupendous 
crush and min upon tbe living forms of twelve 
hundred helpless mum 
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THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 
Was constituted bj the Secretary of War in 
June, 1801, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Sar^eon-General of the U. S. 
Army, and ita appointment and plan of organi- 
sation were approved by the President of the 
United Statea. Ita present organization is as 
follows: 

a W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. 0. 

F. L. Olmsted California. 

George T. Strong, N?w York 
Elisha Harris, New York 

W. U. Van Bnren, M.D., New York 
A. K Shiras, U. S. A. 

R C. Wood, Assistant Snrg.-Gen'l U. S. A. 
Wolcoi Gibbs, M.D., New York 
S. G. Hove, M.D., ^ston, Maas. 

0. R. Agnew, M D., New York 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Bt Rev. T. U. Clarke, Providence, R- 1. 
Hon. H. W. Bnmett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. lilark Skinner, Chicago, UL 
Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 

Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 

Rev. J. H. Heywood, Lonisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. « 
P^f. Pairman Rogers. Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. StiU^. “ 

Ezra B. AlcOagg, Chicago, IlL 

omcKKs: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., President, 

A. D. Bache, LL.D^ Viccj-Proaident. 

Q^rgo T. Strong, treasurer, 

J. Fv>«ter Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 

J. S. SowtKjrry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

J. H. Douglas', H.D., Associate Secretary. 

F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 

BTAKDiKO oomnrncB. 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 

George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buron, M.D. 

Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. A^gnew, M.D. 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Raaitarj CommlMloa has made arrangements 
tor supplrlng Informatioii gratnltmuily, with regard to 
patiente In aU the Uzdted tJtatee Oeneral HoepiUU. 

For Information reUtive to patients In the HoepItalslQ 
Few York. New Jersey, the New England BtaUss, Eaet> 
em Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
••Olfico of Smiltary Commission, Wseblogton, O. O." 

For the Hospitals In PsnusylTania, address ** OfBce of 
Banitary Commisalon, No. 1,307 Chestnut titreet, Phila- 
delphia.” 

For the Hospitals In Western Virginia. Ohio, Indiana, 
Dlinots. Miasourl, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
ilppi, and Arkansas, address *‘OAoe Kaoitaij Com- 
mission, Lonisville, Ky.” 

In sU cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
was whon last heard btiro. If the appUcstion is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail ; if in person. 
It wlU be answered at once ; or If by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned Immediately ^ the inquirer's 
expense. 

Soldiers* Aid Societies, olergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually *hsn by frequently and widely diseemlnating 
a knowledge of the above^ among thoee who have fHends 
In the army. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanilarr Commiiwlon, nnuer special author- 
ity of the Prosnlont of the Unit^ 8Utee, maintaina 
an eiteuaive syetem of agencies for securiDg the 
aafo conveyance to, and distribution of, goo<is put 
In its charge for tlie sick and wounded at pomte 
where they are moat wanted. It operates srith 
e lual care and generosity at all pointe— at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at 
Chaitauo<»ga— its distributions being TOvenied by a 
companson t»f tlie wants of the patients In all cason. 
The fonowiiiff is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
eooietit^j. and all disposeu to aid the sick 
wouiuiea, without referenve to 8tat^ or localitiee, 
but slmidy to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are mvited to send their offeringe: 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No, 18 West 
Street, B«>Hton. Maas. 

Sanitarr Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 8d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,907 
Cheatimt Street, Philadelphia. 

Hauitury Commission, Branch Depot, No. M 
South Sharp StrcHd, Baltimore. M<L 

Sanitary Oimmissioti, Rrancn Depot, comer Vuia 
and Sixth Strt*eUs, Cimnnuati, O. 

Banitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 06 
Bank Street. Cleveland, O. 

Sanitary (jummissitm, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Htroot, Chicago, UL 

Saiiitarv CommisHion, Branch Depot, No. 3 Ad- 
am’s BUK’k, Buffalo, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street^ Pilteburg, Penn. 

Bamtary Oimmission, Branch Depot, No. 83 ZiSr- 
ned Street, Detnht, Mich. 

Sauitary Commission, Branch Depot, Colombiia, 
Ohio. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 

The Comraission rf*ceivoe no pecuniarv aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the mibUc for 
the means of sustaining its ofxjrations. Contribri- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
trausmitteil to George T. Htrong, E^.| Treasurar, 
68 WaU Street, N. Y. 



RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

0«n«r«] Supehntendont, Rev. F. N. Knapp. W a s hin g* 
ton. D. C. Cbtef AssiNUnt. J. B. Abbott. 

BoUliers' Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Wash- 
ington. D. C. 

Lodge No. 4. H Street, between 13th and I4th Streets. 

Lodge No. 6. Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station. 

Nunes* Homo. WH-iilugton, D. 0. 

Soldier's Lodge, 7ft Rliigsum Street, Boston. 

Soldiers’ Home. Third Street, east of Broadway, Ola- 
olmiatl, Ohio — CoL Q. W. D. Andrewi, Sup'i. 

Soldiers* Homs. Cairo. UL— C. N. Shipman, Bup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

SoMlem’ Home. Louisville. Ky.— James Matona, 8up*t. 
James Morton. Special Relief Agent. 

^ildiers’ Home. Nashville, Tson.— L. Orane, Sup't voA 
Beli*-f Agent. 

Soldiers' Horae. Colnmbns. Ohio——, Bup't. 

Soldiers' Home, Cleveland, Ohio— Joseph Jerome. 8op*t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers* Lodge, near landing, Momphla, Tenn-— O.W. 
Cbnsty, Sup’t and Rtillef Agent 

Soldiers' liOdge, Vicksburg. Miss.— T. Wav. Nnp't 

Soldiers* Home, New Orleans, La. — O. F. Bowse, Sup'L 

AOKKCT roa mnaoita 

William F. Bascom, Peoaiou Agent, Washington, D. 0 
HoertTiO. cana 

Between Wasblngtan and New York— 6oL Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon in charge. 

Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 

Between Louisville and Chattanooga —i>r. J. P. Bu- 
num, Burgeon In charge. 

sAKiTanT gnuKsa. 

James River- Elisabeth- 
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FRED’O S. COZZENS, 

73 WASSEN STBEET, 




NEW YORK, 

(Oppooite Hudson River Railroad Depot,) 

AXD 

PENNSTLVAillA AVENUE, 

IVaiblnKton, D. C., 

(Two doors nrom Willtrd’s.) 



Imported Wines, 
Brandies, &c., 

OF THE PUREST QUALITY, 

FOB 

Medicinal & Sanitary Purposes, 

Such os are extenslTely used in the 




Adapted to every Branch of 
Business. 



MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 



UNITED STATES HOSPITALS, 

AHD BT TBS 

SANtTARV COMMISSION. 



ALSO, 

American Wines, 

or the Highest Grades. 



SOLE AGENT IN NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON FOR 

LONG-WORTH’S 




Srandies, <&c., & g . 



THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 

EiT.FMRBANKSICO 

St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 



PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 

FAIRBANKS A GO., 

No. 252 Broadway, New York. 

FAIRBANKS A BROWN, 

No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 

FAIRBANKS, OREBNIiEAP A Co., 
No. 172 l.ake Street, Cbioago. 

FAIRBANKS A KWING, 

Masonio Hall, Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS & CO., 

No. 246 Baltimore St., Baltimore. 

I®- Detcriptne CiraJart funtithed or 
mailed to any address, on ayplieation to 
eUhtr of tht aoeve. 
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COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 



CORNER WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 

Authorized Capital, - - - $6,000,000 

Cash Capital, paid in, - - - $200,000 

This Company issues on the matt favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 

With or without Participation in Profits, 

apainst loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture aud otlier Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 

Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 



IDirLEOTOrtSs 

EZRA NTE, BENJ. E. BATES, HENRY J. CAiniANX, 

JOHN D. BATES, B. C. MORRIS, Jb. S. N. DE3UUCK, 

FRED. H. BRADLEK, JOSEPH MORRISON, CHARLES HICKOS, 

EDWARD C. 3ATFS, DAN'L W. TELLER, N. O. NIMS. 

WILUAM MACKAT, 

B. C. MORRIS, Pres’t. 

WTM. M. WHITNEY, ec’y. 



EDWARD ROWE, 
ALBPJIT 0. IJ^ 
GBOROE MILK, 

J. C. MORRLS, 
ROB’T BOWNE, 
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OFFICE OF THE 

O[!0lumWati (^ariwf) 

company; 

CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 

CASH CAPITAL, - gl, 000, 000. 



From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Tear, ending December 31, 1863. 



Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 1864 $3,140,930 80 

Total Amount of Premiums 3,252,2.56 76 ^ 

Excess of Earnwl Premiums orer Losses, Ac 1,137,063 33 

Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies 441,206 49 

Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of .same) on 
Paiil Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accnicd 

or not 269,614 80 

Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums 15 per cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders 26 per cent. 



LOSSES PAID IK GOLD opon Bisb on which the Premium is peid in like Corren^. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will 'he allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receirinj? iu lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETUUNS IN CASH, (i^uaranteed by certiticate) of premiums paid and 
earned durinpf the year, wliether loss accrues or uot, ujk>q all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF FOLICY, as follows: 



1st. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PER CENT. 



2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
opon HULLS, a return of TEN per ce.st. 

Such privilejye, however, beinp^ confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums u|>on such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 



DIRECTORS 



EDWARD ROWE, 
DANia. W. IX)RD, 
GEORGE MILN, 

JOHN ATKINSO.N, 

THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, 
WM. H. HALSET, 

TB08. BARRON, 

ROLAND G. MITCHELL, 
AI3ERT 0. !££. 
QBOROS P. DESHON, 

0. L. MIMS, 



M. F. MERICK, 

WM B. 0GDF.N, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
B. a MORRIS, 
ANDREW J. RICH, 
DAN’L W. TE1.1.ER, 
JOHN D. BATE9, Jk., 
CHARIJSS UICKUX, 
ROBERT BOWNE, 
LAWRENCE MTERS, 
«. N. DERRICK, 



THOS. liORD, Vioe Presldent. 



MOSFS ME3UCK, 

DAVID J. ELY, 

JOSEPH MORRISON, 

WM. n. POPHAM, 

B. 0. MORRIS, Jb , 

KRA NYE, 

HENRY J. CAMMANN, 

THOMAS LOEU), 

ROBERT & HOLT, 

J. R GRIFFIN. 

B. C. MORRIS, President. 



WM. M WHlTZTXrr 2d Tloe-Prasldent and Baoretary. 
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E. & H. T. ANTHONY, 

MINPICTDRERS OF PflOTOGRAPIlIC MITERIILS, 

* 601 Broadway, New York. 




Our Catalogue oow embraces cooeMerablj over 

FOUR THOUSAND 



different eobjects, (to which ndditions are continually being made,^ of Portraits of 
Eminent Americans, etc., viz.: 

110 Major Qonerals, 650 Statesmen, 

230 Brigadier Generals, 130 Divines, 

270 Colonels, ’ 116 Authors, 

90 Lieut. Colonels, 34 Artists, 

250 Other Officers, 120 Stage, 

82 Officers of the Navy, 06 Prominent Women. 

147 Prominent Foreign Portraits. 

2,500 COPIES OF WORKS OF ART, 

Inelnding repmdactii.ii> of the most celebrated EngraTingi, Faintingi, Statnes, iie. 

CATALOGUsk SE.XT O.Y RECEIPT OF STAMP. 

Ad order for On# Doteo PICTUKES from oar Catalogue will be filled on receipt of 91*^0, and eent bj mnib/rei 

PH0T06RAPH16 ALBUMS. 

Of theee we mtanbtetnre n front Tnrietjr, nofiog in price from 50 eente to $50 each. 

Oar ALBUMS bare the reputation of beiof lopenor in bceutjr end dumbilitj to nnj otbere. 

TbOf efa be eeot bjr Binil at t poetnft of one cent per on. 

We also keep on hand a large aaaorlment of 

STEREOS DOPES AND STEP EOS OOP ID V!E1¥S. 

Our Catalogue of these wUl be sent to any address on receipt of stamp. 

E.A H. T. ANTHONY, 

Uanuractarera of Photographic Materiala, 

001 BROADWAY, NEW YORK.. 

Frlenda or Relatives of Prominent Military Men will confer a favor by eending oa their 
likeneasca to copy. They will be kept carefully, and returned uninjured. 

PZ2TB AIiBUMS MADS TO ORD£R for Congregations to present to their Pastor 
or for other purposes, with suitable inscriptions, Sk. 

A ane aasortment of Stereoscopic Views of the Battle Fields, Ao., of the prsssnt War. 
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The Sasitart Commihsioiii Bulletin i« pu 6 ^ 
liiAe'i on the Jirtt anU Jifteentk of every months and 
as it hilt a circulation^ ^rdfutfoiM or other, of above 
14,0U0 copies, it ojjers an unusually oaluabU. medium 
for advertising. 

All commimtcafitm# must be addressed to the Editor, 
at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of 
the wrifrr#. 

As the can/wi«<?n« of the publication of the Bul- 
letin if uncertain, depending on that of the irar, and 
on the resources of the (J. S. iiS'dmfary Commission — 
the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of rs- 
luetanee to solicit subscriptions for it — and thereby 
to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite 
period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of 
their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitoiuly, ez~ 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give 
notice that the sum of two dollars, remtff^ to the 
TVeasurer, fG. T. Strong, 63 B'uW street, yew 
Pork, or Ao 1307 Chestnut street, Phitside/phia,) 
Will secure its being sent to such ^>fifrt6uf(/r during 
the remainder of the current year, unless its publica- 
tion be sooner discontinueih 
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I 



j 

I 

I 



VoL. I. No. 24 47 



THE FVTUBB. 

'Hitherto the Bulletin has been issued 
from New York, aud as it has gone out 
through the several “ Branches” to the re- 
moter constituencies of the Commission, has 
done a gix»d work. 

Hereafter it will be distributed from the 
office of the “ Canva-ssing aud Supply De- 
partment” in Philadelphia, and it is hoped 
that a work no less useful, will be accom- 
plished by it in the future. The Standing 
Committee has decided to associate it more 
intimately with the department for canvass- 
ing and supplies, us a natural and needful 
adjunct to the great work of the Commis- 
siou among the people at home. 

It may he well enough to inquire here, 
what this home-work is, and what responsi- 
bilities it involve.s? 

Our duty to the soldier in the field, can- 
not beaceoiiiplished, without the co-ordinate 
cflorts of the people, and that these efforts 
niuy^ made to harmonize more efficiently 
with the established machinery of the Gov- 
eruuiuDt, and with tbe Sanitary Commission 
as a civil anii of the Government, we propose 
that the thorough and systematic co-opera- 
tion which has done so much in the past, 
be re animated and strengthened afre.sh, for 
tbe few remaining months of the conflict. 

The Commission is a representative agent, 
standing between the people and the armyj 
its proper function being to administer g(K>d 
to the soldier /rom his home, and in so far 
AS may he, /rom the soldier to his home. 

To aid it in this generons service, the 
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land is filled with relief associations under 
a variety of names, which co-operate with 
the central “ Branches ” in the several 
States, collecting among themselves, and 
distributing, through the field-agents of the 
Coiumissiun, whatever maybe gathered from 
the thousands of tributaries, that are insti- 
tuted and fostered by the benevolence and 
patriotism of the people. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 

We have a little army of associate mem- 
bers — men — men of intelligence and power, 
each one of whom should Consider himself 
a centre of information, and of financial in- 
terest in behalf of the soldiers, and should 
feel the responsibility of his position. It is 
designed that the Bulletin shall go to 
each one of these gentlemen every fortnight, 
and ask him the question. Are you doing 
your duly f 

The responsibility that attaches to such 
membert of the Commission, when it is 
realized, will stimulate to energy and suc- 
cessful effort. 

ladies’ aid societies. 

We have a still a larger army of associ- 
ates, who are women — women of intelli- 
gence and power, of whom it may be said, 
that none ever before did so much for their 
country, as have the women of America 
done for this country ; and though the his- 
tory of time may not write what they have 
done, and are continuing to do, they will 
have within themselves the compemtating 
reflection, that their record it on high. The 
Bulletin will visit them every fortnight to 
cheer them in their labors — to tell them 
what is being done with their contribu- 
. tiona — to invite them to perseverance, faith, 
and hope, and to ask them to report through 
its columns what they may, of good in the 
cause. 

CHURCHES. 

We have an army of churches, through 
which much good has been accomplished in 
this behalf. The Bulletin will go to them by 



their pastors, to thank them for what they 
are doing for the soldier; to thank them for 
sendingvo many good and true men to work 
through the Sanitary Commission, for the 
afflicted in hospitals, and the needy in 
trenches. 

The history of the Commission, in all 
departments of the army, demonstrates the 
efficiency of scores of Christian students 
and ministers, as well as of devoted, reli- 
gious laymen, who have, without ostenta- 
tion and display, been doing a noble Chris- 
tian service, the depth and purity of which 
can only be known to thousands of recipi- 
ents. Continue in well-doing, will be the 
admonition of pastors, and good heed will 
be given to it by a liberal people. 

Let us all shake bands — societies, churches, 
people, and agree to do our share to make 
the last winter of the war, the richest win- 
ter in good gifts to the soldiers, the noblest 
winter in good deeds by ourselves, the most 
glorious winter in the evidence of concen- 
tration and unity, power and victory. 



DOLLASS AJIS LIVES. 

In a recent letter from a friend of the 
soldier, in front of Petersburg, who asks for 
help, the following sentiment is expressed : 

“ I hope I thall never tel dollart againit 
livet." 

Some people complain of taxation, high 
prices, and scarcity of labor, and thus ex- 
cuse themselves for not doing what they 
arc prompted to do for the army by their 
better natures. They set dollars against 
lives. They might retrench in their personal 
expenses — they might avoid at least one 
half their luxurious pleasures ; give up their 
follies, and become wise enough, not to count 
dollars worth anything, except so far as 
they contribute to benefit the race. 

False views of economy lead many into 
practices which tend to poverty; while a 
liberal and generous expenditure fur good, 
multiplies the good to the giver, which it 
bestows qpon them that need. 
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** There is that Boattereth and jaX ioereateth ; 

And there is that wUhhoIdeth more than ia meet, hot 
it tendeth to porerlj." 

Let our friends throughout the country 
remember this lesson. They will be invited 
to continue their contributions as long as 
the war shall continue. The more they 
give, the more lives will be saved ; the more 
men are saved, the sooner the war will end. 
When you are asked for dollars, or for what 
dollars represent in material, think of lives 
to be saved ; if not saved — prolonged, if not 
prolonged — comforted. (Scatter your dollars, 
and reap the increase. Withhold them not, 
that you may not be poor. If the Govern- 
ment is swept away, your dollars will all go 
too. If we save the Government by saving 
men to defend it, we keep our wealth, our 
honor and peace. Let us continue to clothe 
and comfort the sick and wounded with a 
generous hand, that in so doing, we may sus- 
tain the nation and ourselves. 



TO THE LADIES. 

County Councils. — It is respectfully 
suggested to the Associate Managers of the 
United States Sanitary Commission in the 
several local organizations throughout the 
States, to call councils of their co-laborers 
in each county where there is a Society, for 
the purpose of considering their work, and 
the best means of securing permanent effi- 
ciency. 

These are times when men are meet- 
ing together in convention, to consider 
plans for serving the country and perpetu- 
ating the Government, and why not women 
add the influence of their joint council in 
behalf of the same cause, by pledging them- 
selves anew to the soldier, who claims at 
their hands a support which he can receive 
from no other source. 

The moral power of the Ladies's Aid 
Societies throughout the country, is but too 
little estimated. Their value as a means of 
increasing true patriotism, of harmonizing 
discordant sentiments, and of promoting 
unity and concord at home, is not suffi- 



ciently appreciated. The more frequently 
they meet, the more extensive their social 
intercourse, and the more fruitful their 
labors, — the more good will be done, not 
only to the sick and wounded, but to the 
cause of unity and liberty throughout the 
land. Already West Chester county in 
New York, and Susquehanna county in 
Penn.sylvania, have moved in this direction, 
and we hope to see every county in all the 
loyal States, where societies exist, following 
in the same line of effort. 

Call councils everywhere. Ask the co- 
operation of all Associate Members. Invite 
those who are not members to join with 
you. Bring together men, women and 
children, without respect to name or rank. 
Make offerings, great and small, not for 
veterans only, but for the new army of five 
hundred thousand men who have gone into 
the field, to endure hardships and expo- 
sures, to which they have been strangers 
hitherto. 

A new army, and a new campaign, de- 
mand a re-organization at home, a fresh 
call for volunteers, and another draft upon 
the exhaustless patriotism and benevolence 
of our people. , 

Let it be made without delay. 



LETTEB FBOK A CHAPLAIN. 

The following is an extract of a letter 
from a Chaplain of the army, written while 
in hospital, where he is confined by illness: 

Permit me also, through you, to thank 
the Sanitary Commission for the many favors 
received by me, both here and at Washing- 
ton, while sick and needy. Had not this 
and kindred agencies, ministered to my ne- 
cessities, the Lord only knows what I should 
have done. 

I have not had an extenthe acquaintance 
with this institution, but from what I have 
seen and experienced of its operations here, 
at Washington, and at White House Land- 
ing, Va., 1 know the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission is doing a great, and go^, and 
noble work, and a work indispmsible in the 
existing condition of our country. There 
is and must be, after all that is done to re- 
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licvc it, an immense amount of suffering; 
but oil ! who can tell how much more tlicre 
must have been but for this ami other be- 
novolcnt agencies through which the I'rienda 
of our country, of (,io<l, and of humanity, 
are seeking to save life, relieve suffering, 
and bless our brave soldiers of the Army 
and sailors of the Navy. God bless the 
Sanitary Commission, and may its u.-ieful- 
nc.ss and its means of u-sefulncss continue 
and increase, so long as this “ cruel war” 
shall lust, and until the thousands of suffer- 
ing soldiers and sailors shall need it no 
longer. 



LETTEB raOK HEW 7EBSET. 

Tliis week I have been in two churches, 
in one of which, they raised seventy-live 
dollars to be expended for flannels to make 
up into garments for the soldier. The 
ladies appear ready to go to work in good 
earnest. We have giMul congregations, and 
all appear resolved to aid in relieving the 
sick and wounded. One large gathering at 
a Sunday-schiKil pie-nic, did a noble thing. 
There were eight or nine schools repre.sented 
of different denominations, making an au- 
dience of about one thousand people. The 
parents and children of the whole surronnd- 
ing eomitry seemed to be on hand. The 
superinfeudents and officers, and teachers of 
each schmtl, were organized into executive 
committees to take charge of the work in 
their respective localities. We had a very 
interesting time. * * * In another 

place, the people seemed prejudiced against 
the Sanitary (,'ommission, but after present- 
ing our cause, they re.solved to get up a fair 
and festival, the avails of which have 
amounted to five hundred dollars, and will 
he eiptally divided between the Sanitary 
and Christian Commissions. 



AN AMERICAN SCHOOL-BOY. 

A contribution of five dollars to the Treasury 
of the U. B. Sanitary Commission, has recently 
been received from James B. Meier, an American 
School-boy in Dnsseldorf, Sussia, through the 
President of the United States. 

CHEEB TO THE LASIBS. 

(From a clergyman of this city, who has 
been several weeks visiting the hospitals in 
front of Atlanta and along Sherman’s whole 
line from Louisville southward, we have 
these words of cheer.) , 



* * * * 11 j have now followed and care- 
fully watched your supplies for the sick and 
wounded, from the time they leave your 
hands until they reach their destination. 
From close personal observation, I know 
their history in every particular, aud I hope 
that I m.ny he spared to return and report it. 

“You need no exhortation, dear ladies, 
to perseverance in your blessed work. The 
Lord records it all. in his book of remem- 
brance; and you will see, one day, how far 
you have been from overestimating its 
practical benevolence. You are doi ng .some- 
thing, with God’s blessing, to redeem war, 
even a neccs-sary war, from utter barbar- 
ism.” — Clevdanil Jirunch San. Com. 



HOSPITAL LETTEB. 

The following letter has been received at 
this office, and although it is but a repeti- 
tion of testimony that is daily given, coming 
as it does from a hospital steward, who has 
peculiar opportunities for knowing what the 
soldiers get, it merits peculiar attention. 

Having just been discharged from the 
service of the United States, where 1 havo 
served for a period of three years aud five 
months, I deem it my duty to make known 
the gn»at bmicfit the Sanitary Couimi-ssion 
has been to the army. It has to my own 
knowledge been the means of saving hun- 
dred of lives, by timely arrival of supplies 
for the sick and wounded. 

I would particularly mention the first 
battle of Fredericksburg, fought in Pecem- 
ber, Pttji, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and 
many others too numerous to mention. 
During General Grant’s campaign in A’ir- 
ginia, the labors of this institution were un- 
ceasing, and with the ueccsiiary supplies 
furnished, when sorely needed, saved many 
lives. The Commi.-sion has also provided 
fresh vegetables for the army, which have 
done much during the past summer in pre- 
venting sickness. 1 would a-ssure the Com- 
mission that the soldiers appreciate all that 
has been done. It would be out of my 
power to particularize all the many acts of 
kindness which the Commission has ren- 
dered to the soldiers in the field. 



THE COMMISSION IH THE TALLBT. 

The following extracts from letters indi- 
cate the care with which the interests of 
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the wounded in battle are guarded, by an- 
ticipating as far as possible their need. 
Dr. Jenkins, the (Joneral Secretary, and .Mr. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary for the 
East, with agents, who have been accus- 
tomed to such scenes, and others who are 
volunteers, are also present with ministra- 
tions of mercy to the brave men under the 
brave General Sheridan : 

From G, A. Muhlech. 

Hiapea’a Fsrbt, 1 
September 28, 1884. ) 

Onr work in Winchester is fairly begun. 
The pre.ssure on Sanitary Commission is 
truly immen.se. The Union laidics’ Asso- 
ciation has commenced its noble task ; the 
town has been divided in .seven districts, 
and those ladies have selected their Presi- 
dent for each ward. Tlicy alone draw from 
the Commission, and have commenced to 
do so yesterday. Mi.ss Harris h.a.s been as- 
signed to the Sheridan General Field Hos- 
pital (outside of the town); two fine large 
sents have been put at her disposal. I have 
sent her a small stock of such articles as 
the will mostly need in her eMra diet 
kitchen. The surgeon in charge is pro- 
foundly thankful fur her timely assistance. 
The intention of establishing a depot of 
supplies at Strasburg, for the convenience 
of our Field Agents, had to be given up. 
Mr. Smith is in charge of the storehouse, 
assisted by Col. Fach, who will relieve Mr. 
Illazier in the field. Messrs. Adams and 
Marsh are regular hospital visitors. Mr. 
BurdcII, on a special and most pressing ap- 
plication of the Medical Director, has been 
appointed a temporary clerk to the vast 
Sheridan Ho.spital, where everything is yet 
in utter confusion. 

MaBTIssBCBO, Va., 1 
Sept 29, 18C4. / 

Two heavy ear loads of stores wore for- 
warded by me to this point yesterday. 

****** 

We worked till late this night, unloading 
one of Adams’ E.\press cars, and loading 
our own six wagons. As to forage, very 
little has come up yet, and with much diffi- 
culty I succeeded in drawing for 12 horses 
and 3 days. Captain May, Post Quarter- 
master, in this, showed me much kindness. 
****** 

A train for Winchester will leave Mar- 



tinsburg to morrow. I will try and have 
our train ready to start with it. Mr. Ban- 
nister informed me by telegraph that three 
more agents had reached the Ferry. I tele- 
graphed back to have them sent up here 
with the first freight train. I expect them 
every moment. One of the gentlemen will 
be temporarily as.signcd by me to remain 
and Uike charge of this post until I can 
make the selection. The building I have 
in use requires some repairs, and locks and 
keys. I shall leave sufficient funds in the 
hands of the agent for this purpose. Thus, 
if nothing happens, I shall reach Winchester 
to-morrow night. Our stores will hold out 
till then, and the goods I bring lip consti- 
tute a large and well selected stock. 
****** 



THE COKHISaiOH IN HOSTH CASOUHA. 

From Georoe B. Paoe. 

Newbkrn, X. C. Pkpabtkbxt, 1 
September lOM, 1804. / 

* * * During the week I have re- 

ceived and stored a choice and timely in- 
voice of stores shipped by Mr. Collins from 
New York. 

Within this week we have issned thirty- 
eight requisitions, twelve to regular and gene- 
ral hospitals, one to naval hom)itaIs, four to 
families and orphans of N. C. Union Vol- 
unteers, besides the disposition of an amount 
of green vegetables still furnished by the 
garden, consisting for the week of 10 bush- 
els of tomatoes, 14 bushels potatoe.s, 12 
melons, 6 bu-shels of beets, 1 1 Lmshel gher- 
kins, J bushel of green peas, S bushel okra, 
and 5,180 pounds marrowfat and Hubbard 
squash. The peas arc the first fruit of a 
second crop from the same ground as the 
first, and matured for the table in forty-one 
days from the planting, ^he squash is not 
all issued, it seems a favorite vegetable on 
the fleet. 

Mr. F. A. S. Perry, Relief .Vgent, arrived 
on the 8th, in good time for service on the 
new stores. There is an occa.sional demon- 
stration of the enemy on our lines, hut 
nothing serious. Refugees are coudng into 
our lines in large numbers; some of them 
say they have been “ in the bush” since 
'til, but are now hunted out by the severity 
of the rebel conscription. Some of them 
have made their way in from Wake and 
Chatham counties, and from beyond Ruleigu. 
It is perhaps better to receive them thus, 
than to capture them after their willing 
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bulleU* have thinned ourpatriut ranks around 
Petersburg and Richmond. 

The predictions of an unhealthy fall, seem 
to bo realized. Some very malignant cases 
of biliou.s fever have occurred, mostly among 
refugees and poor natives in unfavorable 
locutions in town. 

I have the pleasure of enclosing a con- 
tribution from the gallant Captain Graham, 
of our North Carolina Rangers’ Troop. The 
second contribution from the same magnan- 
imous source. 

HOTKS FBOM CITT POIHT— T. C. PABKI8H. 

A POROKBY. 

My travelling companion, a gentleman 
of considerable prominence in the Com- 
mission, met with a lady in the greatest 
distress on aceount of a letter she had re- 
ceived from a friend of her husband, inform- 
ing her that be was very ill, and not ex- 
pected to live. She had come all the way 
from Indiana, and here she was at City 
Point, among strangers, not knowing how 
to act, and in the greatest tribulation. 
What was she to do ? Heaven only knows 
what she would have done, had not the 
Sanitary Commission found her; she was a 
stranger, and we took her in, gave her a 
tent to herself, and fed her with the best at 
our command. We hunted the hospital 
through to find her husband, and were just 
about taking steps to seek him at the front, 
when she met with an old acquaintance, 
who told her that her hu.sband was well ; 
and on the next day we had the husband 
all safe and sound with his wife, and found 
that the letter was a forgery. 

ARRANORMENT OP HOSPITALS. 

The general hospital here is divided into 
corps hospitals, each having its own dis- 
tinct officers. The corps hospitals are again 
sub. divided into wards, and the wards again 
into tents, each tent holding about twenty 
patients. 

The Commission has a general storehouse 
in the shape of a barge, at City Point, and 
this storehouse is divided as the general 
hospital is, into corps storehouses, then 
again the stores are distributed through the 
different wards, by relief agents; and thus 
the supplies go from the loyal people of the 
North through those various avcnue.s to the 
loyal soldiers of our Armpr. Then again, 
there are individual cases in hospital whom 
the light diet — light, in distinction from 
the heavy diet, or regular rations distributed 



to well men, does not agree with. For these 
men the Commission has established a 
“ Special Diet Kitchen,” and from this all 
the delicacies at our command are carefully 
prepared and given out. 

INCIDENTS. 

I have lately been acting as a relief 
agent, and in the course of my rounds met 
with a great many interesting items. A 
good many of my colored men were in that 
desperate charge at Petersburg, in which so 
many a noble soldier, (color^ though he 
was,) fell, struggling for the future of bis 
race. They tell some wonderful stories 
about it, and it was undoubtedly one of the 
fiercest charges of the war. One old grey- 
headed mao, said, “ Massa, when I went in 
dar, I jes had these thoughts, links I, I 
mus kill dem Jonnys ; I mus die, and I 
mns go to dc heben." If prayers can avail 
anything, the friends of the Union may feel 
sure of its safety. One of the boys here 
told me the other day, ” dat if praying to de 
good Lord were any help. Masse Lincum 
would hah a heap on it.” 

TREATMENT OP REBELS. 

We receive the Rebs and all, just as they 
come, believing that the golden rule “ Do 
unto others as you would have them to do 
unto you,” dues more towards winning back 
such men than all the cruelties to which our 
brave soldiers are subjected by the Southern 
chivalry. 

L£TTS£ FBOK CITT POIKT. 

CiTT Point, Va., I 

September 26, I8S4. / 

My mess here is with experienced sur- 
geons of far more than ordinary character 
and professional ability, and conversation 
turns every day upon important matters 
touching their professional experience in 
the army; which, very often too, have direct 
or indirect reference to the work of the 
Sanitary Commission, in which my own in- 
terest is unabated. Though I bold no official 
relation with you, I cannot forbear recording 
and sending to you a fact, and an inquiry. 

1. In a hospital, averaging over 500 pa- 
tients for months past, there bos been this 
season seen no case of scurvy; and very 
little, if anything, of scorbutic tendency 
and predisposition. 

In the autumn of 1862, in the Shenan- 
doah Valley, the same surgeons found, at 
one time, thirty men in a single regiment, 
suffering from well marked symptoms of 
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scurvy, snd in five of them the disease fully 
developed ; while in most of the numerous 
cases of sickness, the power of resistance to 
disease had been awakened and the con- 
trolling and restoring power of medicines 
greatly impaired by the scorbutic condition 
of the men generally. The men, they sa^, 
do not succumb to disease this year, as in 
other years, and they rally and recover 
more readily under proper medical treat- 
ment, and this aAcr one of our hardest 
campaigns. I record only the spontaneous 
testimony of my medical friends here, when 
I tell yon that they attribute much of this 
result to the large and constant supply of 
varied vegetable food supplied in the year 
past, both by the Government and the Sani- 
tary Commission. 

2. Per contra. The testimony of all ob- 
servers here, as well as at the South and 
Southwest, is, that the mortality among the 
colored troops is, relatively to that among 
white soldiers (where both have the same 
shelter and equ^ medical attendance) alarm- 
ingly in excess. 

These gentlemen, after making all proper 
(and very great allowance) for the morbid 
depression which always succeeds in the 
uneducated negro to the loss or suspension 
of physical health and enjoyment, yet sug- 
gest the inquiry — whether the same pains 
nave been taken and the same success ob- 
tained, in supplying the prophylactic diet ’ 
referred to above, to the colored as to the 
white men ? 

I am very authentically informed, too, 
to-day, on the testimony of a Virginian, 
long familiar with the region along the 
James and Appamatox, that the peculiar 
malaria of these farms has been proverbially 
fatal to black men. These hints suggest 
inquiries which all of us may further prose- 
cute. I will do my part. 

J. V. Van Inoen. 

The greater mortality of colored troops, 
under similar circumstances of diet and ex- 
posure with white troops, is an interesting 
inquiry for physiologists and philanthro- 
pists. It is well known that the per cent- 
age of death among negroes in penitentia- 
ries is in excess of white prisoners, with the 
same treatment. 

We doubt very mneh if the difference in 
the army is accounted for by any lack of 
care of negro troops. 



THE CHRISTIAN COIIHISSION. 

The inquiry is sometimas made, “ Why 
need there be two Commissions to do the 
same work V This is a reasonable inquiry, 
demanding a fair consideration and a just 
answer. Coincident with the commence- 
ment of the war, the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission was organized, embracing in its 
various branches men and women of all 
political and religious creeds, of all profes- 
sions and occupations in business, and as- 
suming a broad, national, catholic character, 
went forth to its noble service. It had to 
do with an American army, collected from 
all parts of the loyal North, and represent- 
ing every branch of industry, every phase 
of social life, and all forms of religious 
faith. It grew up, on this mixed idea, and 
has spread its infinence into almost every 
family, asking the people to feel and to 
give, and to labor for the soldiers, as it is 
our privilege to labor for brothers standing 
between our hearthstones and fields of blood, 
to defend the institutions of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, which have been the boast of 
our government from its natal day until 
now. In our brother soldiers it recognized 
human frailty that needed support, moral 
weakness that needed succor, spiritual life 
that needed quickening, and physical suf- 
fering that claimed our most 'earnest sym- 
pathy and faithful care ; and, so far as the 
people have furnished means, the extended 
agencies of the Commission have employed 
them for the entire good of the army and 
navy. It has never made the teaching of 
religious doctrines, at tuck, a part of its 
system, because it is not a church organ- 
ization, but it has made the practical illus- 
tration of Christian faith by Christian works 
its crowning glory. A soldier who is sick in 
hospital receives the ministration of kindness 
from a visitor who soothes his pains, calms 
his fears, writes to his home, supplies his 
present wants, and points him to future 
good, as the ministrations of Christian sym- 
pathy and fraternal interest. He need not 
be told that a Christian hand grasps his 
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own, or that the voice that speaks to him 
words of cheer, is n Christian’s voice. Ho 
realizes in himself, and for himself, the in- 
fluence and inspiration of kiudiie.ss, whether 
it he in a touch, a look, a word, or the sim- 
plest effort to relieve. And so, the Sanitary 
Commission, as it has di.stributed food, 
clothing, and literature — hy the ton and 
cargo — to the army and navy, for more 
than three years past, ha.s not failed to 
make a record rich in Christian effort and 
fruit, unknown in other lands or in other 
periods of the world, and unefjualled in this. 
Vihy, then, should (here he two Commissions? 

There need not be. There should not 
be. Tlie cause of unity and fraternity 
would be benefitted it seems to us, by one 
grand, unbroken, and indivisible congress 
of men, women and children, all joined 
heart to heart, and hand to hand, in sus- 
taining, by their example in benevolent 
effort, the common principle of union, for 
which our armies arc b.attling. 

But we are glad to chronicle the fact in- 
dicated by the little circular which is ap- 
pended. It is a move in the right direction. 
W’e are glad to see that our friends of the 
Christian Commission arc beginning to realize 
the wisdom and economy of a union arrange- 
ment. Besides being the cheapest and 
most cflieicut plan, it promotes concord and 
good fellowship. Let the example of the 
Brooklyn and Long Island Chri.stian Com- 
mission be followed by others. 

The following certificate is given to the 
delegates of Brooklyn and Long Island 
Christian Commission, and on another page 
of the same sheet, the order of the General 
Secretary of the Sanitary Commission ap- 
pe.-trs : 

TO A.NY AGENT OF THE B.NITED 8TATF.8 
SANITARY CO.M.MISSION. 

Please honor the within if presented 
by 

Delegate holding Commission No. 



PriMld«bt Brookljru and Loof IMand Chrl»Uao CoiaiuiMlon. 
Brooklt/rif 186 



U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION, 

82a Broadway, 
New York. Sept. 14, 1864. 

To the A'jents of this Commission : The 
President of the Brooklyn and Long Island 
Christian Commission is fully authorized to 
draw on you in favor of the Delegate named 
on the opposite page, for such Stores and 
I Supplies as he may require to dristribute 
to the Soldiers for whom he ministers, sub- 
ject to your rules of supply as to quantity. 
You will honor his drafts, taking his ac- 
knowledgement for the articles supplied. 

General Secretary. 



HASS. SUBOEOH-OEKERAL AFD THE U. 8. 

SANITART COHXISSION. 

The following is taken from a report made 
to Wm. F. Dale, M.D., Surgeon-General of 
Massachusetts, by Geo. H. Gay, M.D., Chair- 
man of a committee of surgeons sent to 
Washington to inquire into the condition 
and wants of Massachusetts troops in hos- 
pital there. 

What I saw of the practical working of 
this association at Washington and its 
neighborhood, demands that a few words 
should be said in relation to it. 

The operations of its different departs 
ments arc on an immense scale. The officers, 
executive and others, seem to have fully 
comprehended the magnitude of the field 
fur the labor. Systematized, disciplined and 
with a head, their movements proceed as 
with a knowledge of what is to be dune, 
and of the material to do it with. 

The amount of actual benefit and comfort 
to the wounded soldier, to the sick soldier, 
and to the dc.stitute soldier, since the war 
commenced, would, if known, be truly 
enormous, and a thing unheard of in all 
previou.s wars. It was not an unusual thing 
to see surgeons, chaplains, and others, make 
application for the relief of whole regiments, 
cumpanie.s. and individuals ; and on making 
the requisition over to Mr. Knapp, ho 
would immediately Issue the various articles, 
and in frequent in.stanccs would transport 
them in their own wagons. By applieatiou 
of i>roper persons, at proper places, nearly 
all wants could be supplied. What they 
have, they give freely ; what they have not, 
they will try to get. 
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Tlie dcfrree of suffering to our soldiers, if 
tliis Association were (?) contracted in its 
means, and limited in its facilities, would be 
wholly incalculable. 

Willingly are its benefits bestowed upon 
all. The States, one and all, are therefore 
infere.sted in its active continuance. Con- 
tributions constantly and freely will be 
needed, in money, and whatever may alle- 
viate the hardships of a soldier’s life, 
whether on the battle-field, in camp, or in 
hospital. 

There was no way for me to get, without 
delay, transportation for the articles needed 
by the First JIassaehusetts Regiment. On 
talking with Mr. Knapp, he promptly and 
without hesitation scut them in two of their 
own wagons. 

Is was a gratification to Drs. Bucking- 
ham, Thaiter, aud myself, to witness the 
feelings of the soldiers as they saw the 
wagons come up. Many said, “ God bless 
the ladies and all who remember us ?” 

With this knowledge of the doings of 
this body, I felt nothing better could be 
done with our goods, after we had drawn all 
we needed, and given an order to supply 
any wants of Dr. Ellis, than to divide the 
remainder between this Commission and the 
younger, but excellent Association for the 
Kclicf of Massachusetts Soldiers. 

It is perfectly safe to say that the Sani- 
tary Commission have been, and will be, 
good managers. Give largely to them, for 
our soldiers will need largely. Spread 
freely and widely the knowledge of this 
charity among our soldiers, so that they 
may feel that if they will only ask they will 
receive. 



A CALL raOM BOSTOJI AHD HEW EHOLAHS 
WOHEH'B AITXILIAST ASSOCIATION. 

No. 18 WasT Street, I 
Botton^ Oct. 3d, 1864. / 

To the People of New Etujlund : — We 
have long desired to send through New 
England, agents, who, having had personal 
knowledge of the Sanitary Commission, 
should be able to speak of it to the people. 
Our own experience and judgment tell us 
how desirable this is, if wo would under- 
stand the matter thoroughly; for the labors 
of the Commission extend from the humb- 
lest service a man can render to his brother, 
to the highest ministrations offered to the 
souls of the sick, suffering, dying men. 

The testimony of our correspondents to 



j the value of the Bulletin and other Com- 
mission publications is very strong, but 
many speak also of the need of the living 
voice to answer questions that the printed 
page has not sufficiently discusse<l, to meet 
uncertainties that must arise in reference to 
a work so fur away ; and in general to con- 
firm aud illustrate the records and reports 
which cannot cover half the ground. And 
in spite of the impossibility of bringing the 
scenes of the battle-field and ho.spitul before 
our eyes, with their double lc.s.sons of suffer- 
ing and relief we all crave, and shall as 
lung as we are human, we seek as near an 
approach to this as may be possible. 

We are, therefore, very glad to be able 
to inform the friends of the great cause, in 
New England, that a system of lecturing 
has ju.st been organized, which promises to 
meet the needs partially, if not fully. And 
we beg all persons interested to help on the 
undertaking. 

The agents will be furnished with cre- 
dentiab from the Central Oflfice, and from 
this Branch. And they and we, cordially 
invite suggestions and criticism, as well as 
hearty co-operation. 

Very respectfully, Abbt W. May, 

Chairman Extcuiive Cofnmiitu, 



IH HOSPITAL. 

Speaking of games and puzzles for hos- 
itab, I am reminded of an incident which, 
aving occurred some time ago, although in 
this Department, it will be no harm now to 
relate. But 1 will preface it by saying, that 
when a change of surgeons in charge of a 
hospital lakes place, it sometimes ha'ppens 
that the new incumbent feels so strong a 
desire that hit peculiar presence shall be 
felt, that he will make some changes, though 
tlicy may not always be fur the best. Now 
it happened that in a certain gangrene hos- 
pital a change occurred. The_ retiring sur- 
geon was a man of brge heart and cheerful 
disposition. Ho thought that one of the 
best means of improving the health of bis 
patients was to interest and amu.se their 
minds, and thus torn their thoughts from 
their own sufferings. To this end ho ob- 
tained from the Sanitary Commission a 
quantity of checker-boards, and a quantity 
of soft, red cedar, leaving it to the ingenuity 
of the men to make the two ac((Uaintcd. It 
was not long hefuro every man was whit- 
tling aud whittling ; and soon not only 
checkers and chess-men were plentiful, but 
occasional exqubite specimens of each were 
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seen, lu veil os all kinds of wooden bijou- 
terie. 

Among other things a certain Lieutenant, 
who had been by profession a carver in 
wood, being desirous of showing his grati- 
tude to the little daughter of bis General, 
who had visited him with several acta of 
kindness, carved with his knife a most ex- 
quisite chain, one end of which was adorned 
with little charms or amulets, and the other 
with a cage, within which a bird sat perched 
upon his ring. This was sent by the sur- 
geon's hand to the little girl. It was grate- 
fully reeeived, and handsomely acknowl- 
edged by the parents, as something which 
would be highly prized. Shortly after the 
surgeon referred to was relieved for another 
post, and a new one took his place, and he 
determined that changee must take place. 
He looked around, and his eye lighted on 
the checker-boards, and whittling, (every 
man having been provided with a newspa- 
per, whereon to whittle). “Take these ! 
things away,” he said, “ he was not going 
to have his hospital littered np with such 
things,” and “ be did not believe in them.” 
A few weeks bad passed away, when the 
General met and made inquiries of the for- 
mer surgeon, who was still in the room, if 
ho knew how his young friend, the Lien- 
tenant, was getting on ? “ Very badly, sir.” 

“ Why what is the matter ?” “ He is pin- 
ing away for something to do !” “ Why, 

cannot he amuse himself any longer with 
his carving and whittling ?” “ That is for- 

bidden and taken away from them all, sir.” 
“Taken away! For what?” “.I do not 
know, sir.” The General elevated his eye- 
brows, and turning his head toward the 
door of the next room, where his Medical 

Director sat, he called out, “ Dr. P 1” 

The Doctor appeared. “ Dr. P , tell 

that fool at No. — to let his men have 

ail the checkers and the whittling that they 
want.” The order was given, and the men 
began at once to improve, although they 
probably never knew that they were in- 
debted in any way to my friend Dr. W., or 
to the momentary indignation of General 
Rosecrans . — Sanitary Reporter. 



A HOSPITAL TlSrrOE’S PAHHWELL. 

Rev. Mr. Ingraham, who has served the 
Sanitary Commission for a year past, as 
Hospital Visitor, thus closes his last letter 
regarding his work in Nashville. We take 



the extract from the Sanitary Reporter of 
October 1st : 

And this week closes a full year of ser- 
vice in the U. S. Sanitary Commission, a 
Commission which stamps this age and 
generation of civil war and bloodshed with 
mercy’s seal. In this great fratricidal war, 
the pure stream of benevolence and love has 
flowed beside, and mingled its life-giving 
waters with the nation’s mighty waves of 
treasure and of blood. 

And if a cup of cold water given on be- 
half of Christ shall be rewarded, what 
showers of blessings mnst this country yet 
receive for the countless gifts of mercy and 
of love which have been devoted with earn- 
est prayers to God. Not one of them is lost. 
Every one may not have reached its desti- 
nation. Some few here and there may have 
been altogether directed from theh- course, 
but each one has, nevertheless, fulfilled a 
blind mission, for it left the hands of its 
donor — the soldier’s mother, brother, sister, 
wife, or friend, warm with love and prayers 
to Him who will answer them in blessings 
on our land — “ on ourselves, and on our 
children." 

This past year will be an oasis in my life, 
a year of blessings to my own heart, in be- 
ing privileged to convey blessings from 
hearts at homo to those around me here. 
There have been indeed all about me clouds 
of sorrow and of sufiering, but in this work 
the sunshine of home, which has eome into 
hospital surrounding like a halo every gift 
of love, has intermingled with them all. 
Aside from this, the many warm true 
hearts, who, have been enga^ around mo 
in these “ Sanitary” labors, bave enriched 
my own “ treasury of friends” whose namca 
will always remind me, that the field of 
suffering is also mercy’s harvest-field, where 
sometimes both men and angels work to- 
gether, and where one’s heart must realize 
the truth, that it it more hletted to give than 
to receive. 



TBOTIHOHIAL PBOH LIISHT. COL. SimilHBB, 
XEOICAL mSFECTOB, 0. 8. A. 

Mkupbis, Tzss., Aug. 24, 1864. 
Dr. L. Lewit Cate, U. S. Sanitary Inipeetor for 
the Valley of the Mutittippi ; 

Dear Sir — In reply to your request, ask- 
ing what my observations had been in my 
tours of inspection regarding the di.stribu- 
tion and use made of the “ people’s ” gifts 
through the Sanitary Commission, I take 
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pleasure in stating, that I bare almost 
always found more or less, and generally a 
liberal supply of them in the General Hos- 
pitals in this city, and in those at Vicksburg 
and Natchez, as well as the regimental hos- 
pitals (in the camps) at the two latter places. 

With the occasional exception, which 
occurs in camps, they invariably reach their 
proper destination, and are consumed by 
those fur whom they are intended. I take 
pleasure in making this statement, for the 
reason that the impression has been made 
to a very considerable extent, that the 
medical officers, on duty in general hos- 
pitals, get and consume the lion’s share of 
them. I know that this is not the case 
where I have inspected, for the officers 
board out in the cities, and the exception 
is only where the hospital is isolated and at 
a distance from such accommodations. 

BEPOBT OF THZ COOHCIL OF THE BELIEF 
SOCIETIES OF WESTCHESTEB AED POI- 
HAK COUMTIES, H. T. 

The second Council of the Soldier’s Re- 
lief Societies of the counties of Westchester 
and Putnam, convened pursuant to adjourn- 
ment at Sing Sing on the 4tb day of Oc- 
tober, at half-past twelve o’clock, P.M. 

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, and Mrs. G. Hilton 
Scribner was appointed Secretary. The 
Roll of the Societies wsis then called, when 
it was found that the Societies of the fol- 
lowing places were represented by delegates 
in the Council, viz : 

Garrinon, 3 delegates, Mrs. H. W. Bel- 
cher, Mrs. J. M. Knox, and Mrs. W. S. Liv- 
ingstone. 

Peeknkill, 6 delegates, Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. 
Mills, Mias Taylor, Mrs. Hussey, Mrs. Fer- 
ris, and Mrs. Abbot. 

Tarrptown Union Relief Society, 3 dele- 
gates, Mrs. Wilsey, Mrs. Wilson, and Miss 
Wilson. 

Soldier’ t Aid Society, 2 delegates, Mrs. 
Thompson and Mrs. Dodd. 

Yorktown, 1 delegate, Mrs. White. 

Uylit Bridge, 5 delegates, Mrs. E. Rey- 
nolds, Mrs. Ira Purdy, Mrs. Lawrence Bost- 
wick, Mrs. Horace Baker, and Mrs. J. Rey- 
nolds. 

Ye/nkert, 5 delegates, Mrs. Cleveland, 
Mrs. Walsh, Mrs. Scribner, Mrs. Davidson, 
and Miss Walsh. 

Irvington, 5 delegates, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. 
Woodford, Mrs. Cusby, Mias Irving, and 
Mrs. Sturgis. 



White Plaint, 4 delegates, Mrs. J. J. 
Clapp, Mrs. John Miller, Miss Silliman, 
and Mrs. Underhill. 

Ilarriton, 3 delegates, Mrs. David Havi- 
land, Mrs. Joseph Park, and Miss Emily 
Carpenter. 

The Societies of Dobb’s Ferry and Somers 
were represented by delegates, but did not 
give a list of their names to the Secretary. 
’The Society of Sing Sing did not send dele- 
gates. but attended en masse. The Societies 
of Cold Spring, Mamaronick, and Bedford, 
were represented by report, but not by dele- 
gation. The Societies generally seem to be 
working with renewed energy ; some of them 
have accomplished much more during this 
quarter than any other of their existence. 
'The Council feels assured of the salutary 
influence of their meetings. One of the 
Societies has a valuable auxiliary, in a class 
of district school scholars, who meet with 
them, and learn the art of sewing, as well 
as contributing their work to the parent 
society. 

After the reading of the reports, the Pre- 
sident introduced Dr. Parrish, of Philadel- 
phia, who stated that he had seen the work- 
ing of the Commission both at home and in 
the field. He knew something of the 
wants of the army, and wished to say to 
the Council first, that many of the Soci- 
eties were sufiering for the want of pro- 
per organisation; that concentrated action 
was much more efficient than desultory 
efforts. He stated among other things that 
our supplies go mostly to the Shenan- 
doah Valley and City Point. He then ex- 
plained to the Council from a diagram he 
had drawn on the black board, the complete 
workings of the Commission on the field, 
and marked out the channel in which the 
stores are carried forward until they reach 
the needy soldiers. He wished most em- 
phatically to contradict the reckless as- 
sertion that Stewards and Surgeons appro- 
priate the stores; there had been isolated 
oases of this kind, but they were exceptional, 
and the parties were, as soon as discovered, 
subjected to examination and discipline. 
The Dr. was interrogated as to whether the 
Government did not supply the needed 
stores, to which he replied, that their regu- 
lations were made before there was any such 
pressing demand as now; that they did not 
issue flannel garments, and that the delica- 
cies so needful for the sick were not admin- 
istered in field hospitals in quantities com- 
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mcusurate with the dcmaod. He believed 
that the ladies were doing more towards 
cementing our divided country, than was 
being accomplished through other instru- 
nientalilies; and that if we should stop 
the supplies we should lose our hold upon 
the soldier’s hearts, our influence over them, 
and sever the tie between the liberty-loving 
sisters at home and their brothers on the 
field. He wished there might be no fac- 
tions, but that in a benevolent enterprise 
all differeneesof opinion might be forgotten, 
and a perfect unity of labor and feeling 
maintained in this grand work of humanity 
and. Christian love. The Dr. in answer 
to an im^uiry, assured the Council that 
laundries had been established in the army, 
that the clothing of the men might not be 
wasted. He then gave the Council some 
details of the deleterious influence of the 
State agencies, sent out to find their own 
State soldiers to the neglect of others. He 
encouraged the members of the various 
Societies to stand by each other, and to re- 
new their exertions, and alluded to the fact 
that there were now five hundred thousand 
more fresh troops to work for, and that 
we, and not they, were the recipients of the 
greater good. 

Mr. Hepburn was then introduced. lie 
said he had just returned from the front, 
and wa.s glad to have an opportunity to give 
the Council a glimpse of his experience. 
He had visited many soldiers^ conversed 
with them personally, and had never known 
but few cases of ingratitude, and those bad 
been where, for instance, the soldiers would 
not accept one lemon unless they could 
have three, and sugar enough to make them 
palatable. In must cases, however, they 
expressed much gratitude, and in one in- 
stance, a destitute soldier sent by him a 
donation of one dollar to the Sanitary Com- 
mission. He was gratified to see the better 
side of human nature manifested among the 
soldiers, and also, that they appreciated 
what was being done for them. 

The President then ofiered the follow- 
ing resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted. 

" Rewlcetl , That we hereby renew our 
pledges to our country, our army and navy, 
and to each other, by agreeing to renew 
our exertions in their behalf through the 
Aid Societies which we severally represent. 

RiMihrd, That we recommend all the 
organizations now existing in Westchester 
and Putnam counties to double their dili- 



I gcnce, and secure during the coming winter 
j larger returns from our patriotic people 
• than ever before, which we will send to sol- 
I diers so much in need of them.” 

A discussion then ensued relative to our 
next place of meeting. It was thought ad- 
visable to meet with some Society on the 
eastern side of the county, after an interval 
of six months instead of three months, as 
formerly. The Council then adjourned, to 
meet on the first Tue-sday of April next, 
with the Society at White Plains. After 
the adjournment, the President informed us 
that Miss Collins and Miss Schuyler, of the 
Women’s Central llelief Association, of New 
York, as well as the other two Associate 
Managers were present, and would most 
willingly give the ladies any information 
pertaining to the work that they might de- 
sire. She next invited the Council to par- 
take of an ample collation spread for their 
benefit in a room below, consisting of all 
the delicacies of the sc:ison, and so tastefully 
arranged as to tempt the most fastidious 
epicure. The ladies of Sing Sing did them- 
selves great credit in preparing this repast, 
and deserve the cordial thanks of every one 
present for the manner in which the Council 
was entertained. After many words of 
cheer, of eomfort, and plans for future use- 
fulness the Council dispersed, feeling that 
the day’s experience had been to their 
patriotmm a fresh baptism, and that they 
were severally pledged and consecrated anew 
to the great good work until “grim visaged 
war hath smoothed his wrinkled front,” and 
there arc no more wan, emaciated faces call- 
ing to us from a thousand couches, but all 
our brave boys are gathered to their hearth- 
stones; and peace — an honorable peace, with- 
out taint or blemish hovers over our land. 

Mus. PiERaE Van Cortlandt, 

President. 

Mas. G. Hilton Scribner, 

Secretary. 



HOSPITAL DIEECTOHt IKCIDZHT. 

Among the interesting incidents that 
have transpired in the history of aid socie- 
ties, we extract the following from the re- 
port of the late Council held at Sing Sing, 
N. Y. : 

A woman sat busily plying her needle 
at one of the society meetings, when she 
heard for the first and only time in her 
life, an article read from the BulUtin. It 
was an article in reference to the Hospital 
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Direolorj’. She iiiinieiliatcly thought of a 
poor suffering friend who hud not heard 
from her husbuiid in many long months, 
and who know of no way to get information 
concerning him. She communicated with 
her friend who immediately wrote to Wash- 
ington atid learned that her husband had 
sickened, died, and been buried a month. 

It wa.s sad intelligence ; but for the conso- I 
lation of knowing where and how he died, j 
she. will ever feel deeply indebted to the 
Sanitary Commission. 



“ 8UTFEE M08T-L0VB MOST." 

In a quiet neighborhood, where there 
was more latent than practical patriotism, 
one earnest woman succi’eded, by her energy, 
in awakening an interest in behalf of the 
country and our soldiers. The clergyman 
of the village 0 ])cucd his house to this pa- 
triot woman, and all the people vied with 
each other in the service of pre|>aring com- 
forts for the si>ldiers. They started on 
blackberry brandy and cordial, and sue- I 
cecded in making 7(1 gallons. Une night 
after the clergyman and family had retired, I 
they were arou.scd by some one trying to 
gain admittance; they found upon opening 
the door, a humble man who was not will- ; 
ing to give his name, but said that his chil- 
dren had pickerl some herrie-s for the soldiers, j 
and that he had brought them after his ! 
day's Work was done, a distance of six ! 
miles. It was subsequently ascertained that ^ 
this man had been drafted while the three ' 
hundred didlar exemption clause wa.s in ' 
force. With him there was no alternative. I 
His family must starve if he left them. lie | 
therefore sacriBced everything, .save the ' 
bare necessities of life to raise the three 
hundred dollars. His children were stripped j 
of- every article of clothing save one suit 
each, and when during this titne of rigid 
economy and trial, another child was born, 
it had literally “nothing to wear." titill 
this fanidy have grown strong through suf- 
fering, and learned that they who for their I 
country's sake suffer most, love her most. 



VOICES FSOM THE COUHTSY. 

M.\I)Ison Co., \. y. — The ladies are 
desirous to work, only waiting to know what ! 
to do and how to do it. Under the auspices 
of Mrs. Charles Mason, newly appointed 



A8.sociatc Manager for this county, Madison 
will render a favorable account of itself 
hereafter. 

Hkiikimer f'o., N. Y. — The rural dis- 
tricts of Herkimer are ready for organiza- 
tion. The patrioti.sm of the people is alive. 
They will be at work soon. 

Chenanoo Co , N. Y. — Ladies greatly 
interested in the work. Twenty-one new .\id 
Societies have been formed, from whom 
most encouraging results will be seen. 
Everywhere there is a willingness to act. 
Meetings are large. Families go together 
in large wagons five and six miles to attend, 
notwithstanding the bu.«y sciLson among the 
farmers. 

Otseoo Co., N. Y. — In every town visit- 
ed there is the most hearty re.sponae to the 
claims of the Commission, and the assurance 
is given that the labors of the societies 
shall be continued while the war lasts. 

WoODBUKY, N. J. — Little Jersey is full 
of vigor. The court house in Woodbury 
was crowded to excess a few nights since, 
and a new spirit infused into the societies. 

Blackwoodtown, N. j. — Here the 
work is reviving. The ladies are active, 
energetic and true. The cause is alive in 
the hearts of the people, atid hearts give 
activity to hands. Both together will do a 
good work. 

Beveri.y, N. j. — B everly is awake. 
The ladies have done generous things fur 
the hu.spilal that is located in that thriving 
town, and from it will go out an influence 
that will find its place in the hospitals on 
the Api>omattox and in the valley. 

SuKQt’EnA.S'NA Co., Pa. — A grand rc- 
auimation is going on in this county. You 
will hoar greater things from the hills and 
hamlets of Susquehanna fur the future, than 
you have heard in the past. 

Everywhere the work is going on, and 
a new life is being infused into the Societies. 
Let all be encouraged and continue to work 
in faith. 
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LETTSR8 FBOX TE£ WEST. 

Liitknworth, I 
Stpl. 10, 1864. J 

Vr. J. S. Kfvbtny^ Auociate Sterflary. Wettrm 
DepartmmI, U. S. Sanitary Conmiuiun. 

DtAR Sir ; — I am happy to be able to say 
that your prediction that the Freedincn'g 
Aid Societies would come forward and take 
the work as soon as the Sanitary agents 
should by necessity commence it, proves 
to be so, and I have already some lielp, and 
soon hope to be relieved from everything 
but my regular Sanitary work. Our hos- 
pitals arc well filled, but we have not had so 
much hard sickness as we anticipated from 
the most intense heat I have ever experi- 
enced. The thermometer has sto<)d at 1 1 0 in 
the shade, with hot winds, for several days. 
Oursoldicrshavebeen on hard scouting duty, 
and many have been taken sick and left in the 
country at private houses. Colonel Ford 
was at Leavenworth last week, and I fitted 
him out with supplies for his sick, to be 
disbursed by his wife. 

Yours truly, 

J. A. Brown. 

Relief A^ot. 

Bbowicsvilli, Ark., 

Sept, 13, 1864. / 

n. M. Agent Sanitary Communon, 

Memphit, Tenn. 

Dear Sir: — Yours of the 23d ult. was 
received several days ago, but incessant 
labors have prevented its acknowledgment 
before. Everything billed has been re- 
ceived, except the 160 pounds dried fruit — 
a serious loss. The supplies were very ac- 
ceptable indeed. We have still on band a 
large part of the bedding, under-clothing, 
and some other things. As we arc under 
marching orders, 1 expect to turn over what 
is left to General Hospital at the Bluffs — 
this will depend somewhat upon the dispo- 
sition we make of our sick. Nothing shall 
be lost if I can prevent it. But it is a very 
difficult matter to appropriate judiciously 
and economically such supplies while we 
are moving from post to post at short in- 
tervals. I wi.»h I had lime to express to 
you in a deliberate and proper manner how 
much 1 think the service owes in gratitude, 
life, health, and comfort, to this stupendous 
charity. This word “Sanitary” has a world 
of significance to the sick soldier. “ If I 
only had a can of tomatoes,” or “some dried 
fruit,” or “a cotton shirt,” or “a pair of 
drawers,” or “ a bottle of blackberry wine,” 
or “some soda crackers, I should bo so 



glad 1” Poor fellows 1 their wants are often 
supplied, and they are often made glad by 
the almost omnipresence of the Sanitary 
Agent. And it is no random remark, to 
say that thousands of lives are annually 
saved to the army through this instru- 
mentality. 

De Falls Bluffs is an important point. The 
Little Bock railroad taps White River here. 
Most of the army supplies shipped to this 
department arc here transferred from steam- 
ers to cars. A general hospital of large 
proportions mnst be established, and many 
invalids will here be congregated. St. 
Charles, eighty miles below, and on the 
river, is also a point that will require a con- 
stant garrison, though on White River, 
it is quite isolated, and liable to be over- 
looked. Brownsville is a station on the 
railroad midway between De F'alls Bluffs 
and Little Rock, some twenty-five miles from 
either place. It is also a point of import- 
ance in the protection of the road, and as a 
base of supplies to a considerable scope of 
country between the Arkansas and White 
Rivers. But I write in great haste and 
amid much confusion, anof will therefore 
conclude by thanking you for your prompt- 
ness in responding to my application for 
supplies in behalf of the sick of this com- 
mand. I am, very respectfully, 

L. Dvn, 

Sdi^«oo 61ft( IlUnoU Vols.y Md BargMii in Chlnf DlrUloa 
17tb A. C. 

SoLDIKu's Hoax, I 
Camp KeUon^ A'y., Oct. 1, 1864. / 

Dr, J. S. AVirArrTy, Secretary, Western Department 
V. S. Sanitary Commistion. 

Dear Sir: — I have much pleasure in 
forwarding the following report of the labors 
of the past month at the Home : 

Meals, . . . 12,807 Lodgings, . . 5,995 

During the first three weeks of the month 
we were by no means crowded — still, in sOch 
an establishment, there is always plenty of 
work ; for the past ten days we have been 
exceedingly busy, and from present pros- 
pects we shall be fully employed during thi.s 
month. The Home baa now been in full 
I operation seven months, and thousands of 
soldiers who have enjoyed the comforts and 
' cleanliness of the sleeping arrangements, 
and the ample and well prepared meals, 
continually write to me that they will always 
remember the Soldier's Home at Camp Nel- 
son with pleasure. 

At this period of the history of the Home, 
it is very gratifying to the hearts of all who 
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are concerned, to know that auch a multi- 
tude of needy soldiers have found a “ home 
indeed” within the walls of the most invit- 
ing scene of Camp Nelson. We arc now 
thoroughly renovating the inside and out- 
side of the Home. The Post Commandant 
has ordered and the Quartermaster has fur- 
nished a very important service in that 
direction, and I doubt not we shall receive 
still further the requisites for the prc.serva- 
tion of the building and the comfort of the 
inmates. During the summer the “ Home” 
has been visited by people from ” near and 
far,” — and has been the greenest “oasis” 
to citizen and soldier in the now almost 
grassless waste of the camp. We have en- 
deavored — with great labor, — to make the 
Home picturesque as well as comfortable in 
every particular, so that hundreds of at- 
tachments for the place have arisen in the 
hearts of soldiers who have sojourned here, 
and will pos.sibly continue long after the 
war has ceased. We are now replenishing 
the beds, and in a few days will commence 
renewing the whitewashing. Captain Hall 
has had a new roof put on every building, 
and will, undoubtedly, continue to us his 
valuable interest and assistance in our work. 
We are now prepared for the necessities of 
the winter. Since the Home was opened, 
at the end of September, we have furnished 
Meals, . . 154,770 Lodgings, . 50,775 
The foregoing facts are sufficient to estab- 
lish among the friends of the soldier the 
reputation which he takes with him to, and 
establishes, in the front of the army. 

There is a chapter in the history of this 
Hume, which I have reason to believe is 
already recorded in the office of the Adju- 
tant General of the United States, — and 
which, although it cost much that was ardu- 
ous and disagreeable, will redound to the 
honor of the country, and prove that the 
Work of the Commission has not been in 
vain in Camp Nelson. A home was here 
furnished to hundreds of the colored re- 
cruits winch they could not obtain else- 
where, likewise protection against the force 
employed daily to return them to bondage. 
This Home was not assuredly erected in 
vain. In the department of stores, we have 
done our utmost to supply the wants of the 
hospitals, regiments, and individual soldiers. 
There is a school here for colored soldiers, 
under the superintendence of the Rev. J. 
6. Fee, which from its commencement three 
months ago, to the present time, has been 
supplied by us with nearly everything which 



it required. From the Kentucky branch 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, I obtained for 
it a good assortment of school requisites, 
and have freely supplied it with stationery, 
and sundry other stores. The wants of the 
hospitals and entire camp are still urging 
us to ask for “more tioret ” — vegetables 
especially. Yours truly, 

Thomas Butlke. 

GOOD HEWS FXOIt ATLANTA, OEOROIA. 

It having been currently stated that 
General Sherman would not permit civil- 
ians, (even Agents of the Sanitary Com- 
mission,) to go beyond Nashville, and that 
in consequence, supplies could not be for- 
warded to supplement the govermental 
issues, all will be glad to know that what- 
ever obstructions may have been in the 
way hitherto, the road to Atlanta is now 
open, the stores of the Commission are 
going forward in large quantities, and the 
work is progressing finely. General Sher- 
man is not the man to allow his troops to 
suffer. 

THE CLAIM AGENCY IN THE WEST. 

Some months ago the Commission estab- 
lished a Claim Agency in Louisville, the 
aim of which has been to give gratuitous 
aid to Soldiers, Soldier's widows and orphan 
children in the prosecution of claims against 
the Governmeut. 

The Agency is intended for just those 
who cannot help themselves, who do not 
know how to reach the hand of the Govern- 
ment, which only waits to recognize them 
in order to do them justice. 

Annexed is a statement of the business 
transacted there during August, and an es- 
timate of the amount it would have cost if 
transacted by individual claim agents : 



54 clftima fur arrMn mj aod boaotj at $20 emeh $4M 
27 '* “ r«&AioQ, •* WO* 

a “ “ PriMMoDejr, “ 40 

1 •• '* Boaotj. “ 10 

1 ** ** Hur*«« loot Id SwtIm, U 

TuUl. $1,255 



TOUHO VBTEEAH HSR0E8. 

That the good people at home may know 
the character of some of the boys who wear 
the shirts sent by the Sanitary Commission, 
allow me to give a short history of two of 
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them who came to the Nasliville office yes- 
terJiiy, each to a«k for a shirt. 

James >1. Auderson, ofOoiupaDy D, 30th 
Ohio Veteran Infantry, lived in Miami 
Town, Hamilton county, Ohio. He en- 
listed !ia a private in February 1803, a.id 
has served with his repiment in nine pitch ^d 
battles. When he enlisted he was fourteen 
years and four months old. He re-enlisted 
as a veteran in December, 1803, Wiis shot 
through the right arm at Ilos.s’ .Mills, Ge< -- 
gia, July 4th, 1804, and his arm amputated 
above the elbow the next day. He went 
home on furlough, and is now on his way 
back to join his regiment. His knapsack 
has been stolen, and he asks the Sanitary 
Commi.ssioii for a shirt and a pair of socks, 
which are given him. He says, “ if 1 have 
lost my arm 1 can cook or do some other 
service for a man who can carry a musket, 
and I don’t want to be discharged till the 
war is over.” 

Robert Zinc, drummer, Company C, 18tb 
Regimeut, Miscsouri Veteran Volunteer In- 
fantry, has his home in Kdgew kkI, Effing- 
ham County, Illinois. He enlisted in Sep- 
tember, 1851, being then ten yeare and six 
months old. At the battle ot Shiloh, 
April 7, 1802, he was shot through the 
right leg above the ankle, was in the hos- 
pital for nine weeks, and then returned to 
duty. He has been in seven battles. He 
enlisted as a veteran in -March, 1854, and 
came from -Marietta, Georgia, to Nashville 
a few day.s since in charge of wounded men. 
lie has been at home but once since his first 
enlistment. 

Roth of these boys wear the star of honor, 
and one of them, a medal given him by his 
regiment for good conduct. Robert had 
but one shirt, and ^that w.as in rags, .and 
wanted another, which was furnished him. 
Although he is recovered from the wound 
of the leg, the scars are plain, .and he says 
that sometimes on the march the left leg 
pains him so that he is obliged to ride in a 
wagon. 

Roth of these young heroes are at the 
Soldiers’ Hmne, where their good conduct 
and quiet behavior, are marked by every 
one. Such are some of “ Our Boys !” 

R. W. 

Nabbtillb, Seplmbtr fl, 1864. 

ODE S0LDIEE8. 

The following communication was made 
to one of the New York city religious papers, 
by a physician, L. P. Brockett, M.D., not 



connected with either the Sanitary or Chris- 
tian Commissions, but who, visiting the 
West on private business, was led both by 
professional taste aud a desire to see for 
himself the condition of the soldiers and 
their needs, to vLsit the hospitals and Sol- 
diers’ Homes of the principal IV estern cities. 

Mks.srs. Editors : — You ask me to give 
you some incidents which came under my 
ohservation during a late visit to the hos- 
pitals aud “ Soldiers’ Homos ” of the IVest. 
It gives mo great pleasure to comply with 
this re<iuest. It was my good fortune to 
be brought into contact with about four 
thousand five hundred of these noble fel- 
lows, a part of them in the hospitals, and 
many others who were on their way home 
on furlough, or discharged from severe 
wounds. Some of them were undoubtedly 
sufferiug severely (one died upon a train 
on the Jeffersonville road, on which 1 was 
journeying), but from none of them did I 
ever hear a word of complaint or a groan. 
Their fortitude was woudeful. 

A MOTHBR AND SON. 

One poor fellow, apparently not more 
than eighteen years of age, was at the Sol- 
diers’ Home in Louisville, where his mother 
had brought him from the front after the 
terrible battle of the 22d of July, near 
Atlanta. Ho was terribly wounded, and 
was evidently dying. The poor mother, 
whose heart seemed bound up in her son, 
had succeeded in getting him thus far over 
I that long five hundred miles of railroad, aud 
with all a woman’s courage aud fortitude, 
she was striving, evidently against her own 
i convictions, to encourage him. “ Come, 

' sonny,” she said, “ take a little of this cor- 
dial j it will help to strengthen you, so that 
you can get home to-night, and then we'll 
cure you up.” The eye was fast glaxing, 
the jaw had begun to full, and the dark 
I shadow had come over brow and cheek ; he 
I could not swallow, but with great effort, 
looking up to her, be whispered, “ Dear 
I mother.” An hour later he was dead, and 
that loving, heroic mother, did bring her 
boy home that night, but it wa-s in a coflBn. 

ANOTHER. 

Another, whom I found on the Jefferson- 
ville cars, wounded through the lungs, and 
who had fainted from the beat and closeness 
of the locked cars, was brought to conscious- 
ness after considerable effort, but was evi- 
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dciitly tiist Kinking. As liu Isy niili liis 
liead oil my breiist, having learned how | 
•Revere and compliratcd were his wounds, I ; 
said to him : “ You should not have left the 
Soldiers’ Home at Louisville. You were 
not able to lake this journey.” “ 1 know 
it,” he whisjarred ; “ but I did want to see 
my mother so ” Poor fellow ! that privi- 
lege was denied him, for he died before 
reaching Indianapolis. 

INTKMI'ERANCE AND PROFANITY. 

I found far less of intemperanee or pro- 
fanity among the soldiers than 1 had ex- 
peeled. In traveling iu the cars with them 
for four days, and mingling frtHjIy among 
them, I heard but a single oalli from a sol- 
dier's lips, ai^ in that case the swearer was 
an officer. In the case referred to above 
of the wounded soldier on the Jeffersonville 
road, 1 .sent the nurse through the ir.iin — 
five of the ears being filled with .soldiers — 
to endeavor to get some stimulant or cordial 
to administer to the poor sullerer, but not 
a drop could be found on board I saw but 
one drunken soldier, and he was in St Louis, 
and the eouduetor said was a deserter. 

TKSTI.MONY OF KOEDIEHS 
I found abundant evidence that the Sani- 
tary Coinmission was doing a world of good 
among the soldiers, and that its labors arc 
highly appreciated by them. lt.s officers 
and agents have been most indefatigable in 
their work iu the Western army, and it is 
the testimony of soldiers, officers, and sur- 
geons, that they have saved thou.saiids of 
lives and an untold amount of suffering. I 
had the opportunity of an extended ac(|uaint- 
ance with Dr. Newberry, the Western Sec- 
retary of the Coininission, and with Dr. A. 
N. Head, I heir Medical Director with Sher- 
man's army, and both noble, devoted, Chri.s- 
tian men, who have left large and lucrative 
practices, one in Cleveland, and the other 
in Norwalk, Ohio, to devote themselves to 
this work, and have seriously impaired their 
health by their zealous labors; and 1 can 
s-iywith truth that the services of such men 
are invaluable, and that our army at the 
West have good reason to bless God for the 
Sanitary Coiuiuis-iun and its agents 

But for its exertions Sherman's army must 
have perished, after their terrible privations 
last autumn, from scurvy. They have kept 
up a .supply of fresh vegetable food for the 
men bydintof the mostsuperhunian cfl’orts; 
have ministered to the wounded, often under 
fire ; and these heruio female agents, Mrs. 
■VoL. I. No. 24 48 



Porter, Mrs. liickcrdyke and others, have, 
amid the scorehiug rays of the suuimer sun, 
in the open air, prepared for the wounded 
such nourishment and delicacies ,as are usu- 
ally obtained only in the hospitals; while 
clothing, pillows, blankets, and other arti- 
ele.s, have been bestowed upon all who needed. 
Their trains of hixspital curs, fitted up with 
cots suspended by rubber bands, and with 
a surgeon and special dict-kilchcu, cordials, 
ete., have traversed the weary route from 
Louisville to Marietta daily, and brought 
the woumled on as gently us if they had 
been children iu arms. 

IIOSIMTAL DIRECTORY. 

Their Hospital Directory, most admirably 
arranged, and posted every day from the 
returns of ninety hospitals, has furnished 
to distre.s,scd friends information of the 
whereabout-s, condition, and often of the 
death of those whom they loved. 

ClIAI’tL AND HOSflTAL VISITORS. 

Nor have they been wanting iu their at- 
tention to the spiritual needs of the .soldier. 
Their hospital visitors, many of whom arc 
clergymen, often officiate as cliapldns, and 
administer religious instruction and eoun.sel 
ns they have op|Hirtunity. At Na.shville, 
they have contributed &.;,000 towaid the 
erection of a chapel for the convalescent 
soldiers, and at the great hospital at Jeffer- 
sonville, Ind , S2,5U0, besides smaller sums 
at other points. The chaplains in both 
these are devout, Christian men, admirably 
adapted to their work. The Christian Com- 
niis.sion are undoubtedly doing a good work 
also, though it did not come under my ob- 
servation to the same extent as the labors 
of the Sanitary Commission ; but after what 
I have seen, I can only bid a hearty God- 
speed to the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

IN KEMOSIAH 

The Rev. Israel Williams, a young man 
of great promise, and one of the most inde- 
fatigable and valued members of our Aux- 
iliary Relief Corps, has died from the eOecta 
of over-work and expo.sure in the service of 
the Commission before Petersburg. W'e 
cannot do honor to bis memory *better than 
by one or two e.vtraots from the addre.ss de- 
livered at his funeral by Rev. Mr. Brigham, 
at Taunton, Mass. : 

A few weeks since, the battles near 
Petersburg, and the new hospitals filled 
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with wounded, called for an immediate in- 
crease in the number emplojcd in distribu- 
ting stores for the Sanitary ('ommission. 
Our friend remembered bis promise. In 
the hottest time of the summer, he left at 
once for the front of the army, and there, 
for four weeks, was indefatigable night and 
d ly, in the ditheult duty he had undertaken. 
It is not surpri.sing that he was prostrated 
so soon. The prolonged exposures to heat 
and dampness; the excessive muscular ex- 
ertion, so dilferent from his usual habit of 
life; the unwholesome air and the painful 
scenes he was compelled to witness, all told 
powerfully upon his nervous constitution and 
his sensitive spirit. 

The account which he gave to mo of 
what he saw and did in those four weeks 
was exciting as any description of battles 
that we now read. On one occasion he was 
very close to death by the sudden fire from 
the bank of the river upon the boat in which 
he was a passenger. The man with whom 
he was conversing fell dead upon his body, 
and he was spriukled with blood, lie was., 
present at the great explosion of the barges 
at City Point, and was able to succor some 
of the sufferers on that ground of destruc- 
tion and horror. He was in the trenches 
at the extreme front, close to the mine 
which was sprung, and so near that he could 
hear the voices of the enemy. In a great 
number of cases he brought to dying men 
the comfort for their last hours and their 
failing strength. Perhaps from the patience, 
the courage, the cheerfulne.ss of these dying 
men, so painfully striekeued, he learned how 
to bear more serenely the pain of his own 
departure. 

From this service of patriotism and 
conscientious fidelity be came home to die. 
No soldier has fallen on the field of battle 
who is more truly a martyr than this good 
soldier in the cause of Christ. He has given 
up all that was most precious, his training, 
his attainments, his hope — just near to its 
fruition — his life, in a work of Christian 
p.-itriotism and Christian humanity. Shall 
we say that a life closed so nobly is a lost 
life, even if it be ended before its chosen 
work is fairly begun ? Could long service, 
even in the pastoral walk, more finely found 
its record ? 

What better blessing for the parting 
could there be than the blessing of those 
ready to perish, to whom these hands 
brought relief? Not fora moment did our 
friend regret that he bad gone on such a 



mission, even when he might forhode its 
fatal issues. “ I am not sorry that 1 went,” 
said he to me, “ for I have learned a great 
deal that will be of service to me if 1 am 
permitted to enter upon my work." We 
may "wish that ho had not chosen such a 
hazardous duty, but he had no misgivings 
about it. He had done what was right, 
what mercy called him to do, what his con- 
science approved ; had done what his .Master 
hud done bclore, and his miud was at rest. 

• * * » » 



“THE BECOBD OF & DAT.” 

Such is the title of a little extemporane- 
ous sheet, bearing date October C, 1864, 
which, nestled in the folds of several of our 
religious weeklies, has found its way into 
hundreds of families. It tells an interest- 
ing story of a day’s work done for the Chris- 
tian Commission. Much good wn* done. 
One hundred and twenty-five dollars in 
money, and a box full of berries, and sugar, 
and shirts, and towels, and sheets, and 
quilts, aud blankets, with tracts and books, 
was packed at midnight, and we trust is by 
this time safely lodged where it may reach 
the soldiers. We trust, too, that the simple 
story of the good uncles and aunts and 
squires and deacons, as they are represented 
to have opened their hearts and bands so 
freely, may have its influence upon others, 
who shall determine to go, and do likewise. 
We enjoy to witness any evidence of patri- 
otic fervor and Christian aeal in the people, 
and when they are illustrated in acts of 
kindne.ss to our soldiers, they are certainly 
now, in these perilous times, worthy of 
special commendation. But we have noticed 
one thing in this otherwise attractive nar- 
rative to which we hesitate to refer, but 
which demands, for the truth’s sake, a pas.s- 
iug notice. A certain deacon is made to 
say a certain thing, which has a certain 
meaning, that damages the whole sheet. 
Hear him — “I would not disparage the 
.Sanitary Commis.«ion. It is doing a great 
and noble work. But the Christian Com- 
mission bus taken a lung stride in advance 
of it, inasmuch as the soul is of more im- 
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portance than the body.” Apain : — “The ! 
Coiniuiseion (Christian) is carryinp out the I 
true idea of Cliristiaii charity. Its founda- 
tion is a precious stone that other orpauiza- 
tious did not dig deep enough to find.” 

We do regard it as reniarkahle that our 
friends of the Chri.stian Commission should 
insist in placing thein.selves in an oppo.sing 
attitude to us, when there should he no 
other than a cordial fellowship and unity. ! 
If the Sanitary Commission’s work i'» a 
“great and noble work ” as the deacon and 
everybody else says it is, why attemjit to 
create the impression that it is not a Chris- 
tian work ? From whence comes its great- 
ness and nobility ? Our Christianity teaches 
that nobility and greatness, emanate from 
the Gospel of Christ; that no good comes 
but from the Infinite Source of all good. 

If the precious stone that the deacon builds 
upon is better than the Gospel through 
which comes words of Christian kindueiss, 
and deeds of Christian love, why let us 
know it, and wo may try to dig deeper; 
but while we are children of the .same family, 
having thesamc Father, thesa me inheritance, 
and the same hope, we take it as our right 
and duty to care for our sick and wounded 
brethren, in the spirit of Him who went 
about doing good, without feeling that we 
are any the less Christians, because we do 
not wear the outside badge of the Christian 
Commission. Wo solicit the attention of 
the deacon and of the good lady who did 
the day’s work, and of all others, to the in- 
junction, “Judge not, lest ye be judged. 
For with what judgment yo judge, ye shall 
be judged, and with what measure you 
mete it shall be measured to you again.” 



WHAT THEY SAY IK ENGLAND. 

Though the following extract from the 
EiiijIUh Leniler, a paper published in Lon- 
don, is rather lengthy, we copy it as an 
English view of our work, which will inter- 
est our readers. 

Hut a righteous war is now being waged 
on the Ameriean Continent, and surely if 



war be still a sad necessity, it should in our 
civilized era be shorn as far as practicable 
of all its most debiising and poignant fea- 
tures ; and when once a contest is fairly de- 
cided, it is not too much to urge that the 
labors of the benevolent, succoring the sick, 
wounded, exhausted, famishing and dying, 
may well be cxpomled to soften, in sirme 
degree, the suflerings of their trying con- 
dition. 

We hear little of the pood that is being 
done in America ; the slaughter is purposely 
dwelt on, but the labors of loving women 
and noble men on behalf of suffering hu- 
raany on both sides is scarcely alluded to, 
and yet the Sanitary Commission has now 
labored for three years in the United States 
on a wondrous scale, working on a neutral 
ground in which politics have no plac-e, and 
as is stated, “wo must bo lost to every 
sense of benevolence if we do not admire 
the courage with which women have sur- 
mounted every difficulty, nor should we re- 
fuse to wish them (rod speed in their mis- 
sion of mercy and love.” For it was by 
women this movement was initiated, and it 
is by them that it is being chiefly carried 
on. Clergymen too, with the Rev. Dr. 
Bellows at their head, and backed by the 
principal physicians, have not been h hind 
hand in seconding this noble work. Their 
objects being first to find out what Govern- 
ment would do and eouh! do, and then seek- 
ing to help it by working with it, doing 
what it could not. The operations of this 
association have extended over an area 
nearly as large as the continent of Europe ■ 
and in less than three years’ time, the vo- 
luntary contributions to suffering humanity 
have reached the enormous sum of two 
million pounds sterling in value 

The terrible condition of affiiirs at the 
commeneement of the war, was worse than 
our condition at the beginning of the Cri- 
mean Campaign. The di.saffection, and the 
great strain put upon the existing order of 
things afforded no dependence for many 
months; and it was at a crisis of want and 
destitution that this volunteer association 
offered its services. But at last it finally 
got to work, and having ciceied the cele- 
brated Frederick Law OIm.stead ns its Sec- 
retary, its labors became systematized, and 
isolated efforts in every part of the Union 
were rendered more effectual by workiti" 
directly in harmony with the Centn.1 Assu° 
ciation. Its departments, no longer recog- 
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nizing the exiittins division of Statos, had 
to take into consideration the best means of 
transportin}' its officers and goods to the 
theatre of war; and so the great rivers, 
railway s, and roaiLs iiiarkeai its domains, and 
served as its main arteries. The inspection 
of camps and hospitals is one of its chief 
features, and many must valuable and sta- 
tistical icports have been elicited on this 
subject, since each inspector has to give 
written amswers to one hundred and eighty 
printed f|uestious “on every p<jssible detail 
affecting the health and eflectiveness of the 
soldier, at every .sca.'ou of the year, and in 
widely distant latitudes.” 

The cxi.sting medical authorities were 
scarcely favorable to the Association, butou 
the appointment of the now celebrated iSur- 
geon-Gciieral, Or. W. A. llammonJ, all 
their difficulties were snuKitlied over, and 
every facility given for it to do its work 
well. In the catalogue of its efficient labors 
may be mentioned the is-iuing of suitable 
medical works, e.speeially for the camp, such 
a.s those by I>r. Aloiton I’ainand Aiiic.-the- 
ties, llcuiorrhagc from Wounds, &e., and 
many works on amputations, dysentery, &o., 
disseminated aforetime by Miss Nightingale, 
and which now makes her regarded by the 
American soldier as the bcneticent genius 
of their hospitals and sick ehamlicrs. 

A close inquiry into the diseases peculiar 
to the different sec tions of so vast a country 
was al.su instituted, and each depart ineiit of 
the I’otomnc, Mississippi, Cumbcrlaud, Ten- 
nessee, Ac., has to send in their inibrmatiou 
on the.se topics, and also the treatment usu- 
ally adopted, and advice as to the best 
niciitis of forwarding supplies. Hospital 
transports, consisting for the most part of 
large and well-ventilated steamers, were 
also sent, following the army from point to 
point, and always being at hand to take on 
bo.ird those whose necessities reijuired their 
protection. Field cooking, too, so necessasy 
to the too careless American as well as 
Ifritish soldier was taught and practiced, 
and the bc.st was sought to be made of the 
supplies that might be at hand. Inspectiou 
of troops, hospitals, and camps, altentiou to 
the teiiLs, bedding, clciinline.ss of the soldier 
were likewi.se insisted on, and the multifari- 
ous labors of the Association were further 
Bugmented by endeavors to provide for the 
Bmusement, instruction, and attention to 
the mnrnlf. of the soldier, as well a.s to ea- 
haiicc his bialily comforts in every way. 

A momentous question, too, has engaged 
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its attention, viz. : “What is to become of 
the tens of thousands of dbabled soldiers 
afier peace is restored?” so that Mr. I’er- 
kins, of New York, came over here to study 
the military pension and invalid system of 
Europe in order that its good features might 
be made available in America. The enorm- 
ous quantity of articles and stores already 
given away by this Commission would, if 
duly enumerated, astound an English reader ; 
and the dis|Hisition to give, either in money 
or goods, was so great when the wiiter 
hereof was in the cities of the 1‘iiion, that 
he lia,s often seen diamond rings and other 
valuable jier.sonal <irnameuts dropp.'U into 
the Society’s collection boxes when other 
things were wanting wherewith to contri- 
bute. t 'an we nut aid, too, in this good 
secular work which helps both Federal and 
Confederate, a.-kingonly if they be suffering 
human beings? Indeed, the author of the 
pamphlet under notice says he often saw 
the rebels rather favored by the Commission 
than otherwise. Uur hour of trouble may 
not be far off, we have watchful enemies on 
every side; our natural allies are the gis.id 
Republicans of the V'nitod States; what we 
do now for Columbia will be returned to ns 
tenfold, and we, who have so many brothers, 
sisleis, and cousin.s over there, shall we not 
contribute of our great resources to so phi- 
hinlhropic a body as this Sanitary Coniiiiis- 
sion has proved itself to be? Widely ex- 
tended and innumerable as are the labors of 
this Society, the immense sum readily sent 
to its coffers must still be insufficient to 
etiublo it to carry out fully its humane 
efforts, which embrace far more than space 
will allow to be recorded here. F'or hu- 
manity's sake let not such an undertaking 
want for means. Flnglish nurses are em- 
ployed in its service, let English funds be 
supplied to augment its good endeavors ; 
and, !cs our author reminds us, can we, » lio 
have benefited by America's hencficcnce to 
Ir eland and Lancashire, refuse to lend a help- 
ing hand to a work so nobly instituted, and 
so ably carried on ? 

Wu have said that this tribute to Florence 
Nightingale appears anonymously, but we 
have reason to know that its author is a 
gentleman well and favorably known to 
English literature, lie is one that does good 
by stealth, and blushes to find it fame; but 
08 he has long and zealously labored entirrly- 
at his own cost, and without other hope of 
reward than an approving conscience, to 
make Rritons and Americans properly un- 
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dersland eaeh other, we must venture to 
briii^ his hon ired D ime before our re-iders, 
Mr. Frederick Milnes Kdae i.s the only 
Kiifjlish eorre-spondent of the press who has 
really been on the field in the reeeiit. Aiiicri- 
can battles. As represeiiUitive of the Morn- 
imj Slur, ho aceompanied McClellan all 
through the Feninsular cauipii;;n, and was 
present altogether at not less than twenty- 
three battles. In 1^6J, he published his 
“Slavery Doomeil,” which contains ob.ser- 
vations that events have proved to be pro 
phetic. His letters to Lord John Uu.s.sell 
on American affairs have very much in- 
flueneed the debates in our Hou.ses of Par- 
liament, aud his recent publication on the 
Alabama and Kearsargo de.serves to be in 
every one's hands, for its fairness and ele.ir 
account of so celebrated an occurrence, who 
wishes to have a full and impartial acquaint- 
ance with the most celebrated sea enconntcr 
of modern times It may, too, serve to 
stimulate other ladies, if they be told that 
the amiable wife of .Mr. K Ige is as great an 
enthusiast in the cause of humanity and of 
the Sanitary Commission n-s could well be 
wished, and that their benevolence of action 
has only been liiutted by the o.ttent of their 
means. We may well learn a le.s.son from 
them, and imitate as far us we can, by be- 
stowing aid and attention on the humani- 
tarian efforts of the United States Sanitary 
Coimuission. 

THS VALLEY. 

From T. M. Blazier, at llarrizonburg, Ya., 
Srjit. 27. 

On Monday, the 19th of Sept., inst., we 
we were in line of march across the river 
from our old camps, ‘and by the middle of 
the forenoon we were again introduced to 
the horrid sights attendant on such an oc- 
casion. The battle was most vividly de- 
scribed by a correspondent, aud my duties 
will only be mentioned. 

In the morning, still the wounded came 
in in crowds, I was up at the Hrigaile Hos- 
pitals, and in sight of the rear of my corps, 
while the few wounded on skirmish line 
were coming in, (corps hospital not yet es- 
tablished,) but when shells came tumbling 
over the crest, I went to the side of the only 
road to the rear (viz: the pike) and there 
gave stimulant to wounded pas.sing to the 
rear, both on stretcher and on foot. 

Soon the hospital was establi.shed, and I 
had my wagon drawn near, and as wounded 



came by companies, there was work enough 
for all, and I took bold at general assisting 
aud issued only diet during the day. The 
corps had a very large quantity of dressing 
with them in the morning, but their supply 
Wiis very low at night. 

Hy the middle of the afternoon, I started 
fur the battle-field with stimulant, us I 
learned we were in possession of that of the 
morning, thinking I could do more good 
there. I rcUMined on the field till dark, 
using all the stimulant with me, and cover- 
ing up the sufferers, most of whom were 
Very cold, and many of them in the most 
intense suffering. Many expressions of 
thanks cannot be forgottcu, that were ut- 
tered on that occasion amidst groans inde- 
scribable. The most that were left on 
the field at that time were the Confederate 
wounded, and a majority of them were 
wounded in the back — the ball passing di- 
rectly through. 

In the evening I returned to ray wasron, 
and the train with which my wagon has per- 
luLssion to travel, and is warranted protec- 
tion, was already in motion, and I therefore 
went with itio Winche.ster and encamped for 
the night. By daylight Tuesday morning, 
wo were marching toward Strausburg, and 
arrived some time after noon, where the 
army took up position in front of Fisher’s 
-Mill. 

Wednesday wo lay quiet with the trains. 
There was quite an eieiiemcntat the front, 
but no heavy charging, and our loss was 
small. Thursday afternoon and evening 
decided our stay at that point, and by late 
evening we were in rapid motion up the 
Valley and took breakfast near Woodstock 
on Friday morning. In the afternoon we 
moved on to Kdensburg and encamped fur 
the night. 

Saturday we moved on below Mew Mar- 
ket about two miles, fighting almost all the 
way, aud on Sunday reached Harrisonburg, 
where the army, except the cavalry, are 
quiet, enjoying that which they most uccd. 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, I found it 
necessary to i.ssue, while marching, all my 
shoc.s. In every case the men were entirely 
without, and several of them so sore that it 
was iiiipo.ssiblo fur tbcin to get shoes on. 
Such cases 1 put into my wagon. 

Sunday night I heard from the rear for 
the first time, when I received orders to 
return to Wiuchc.stcr with my wagon, which 
will be done with the first train and escort, 
as it would be the height of imprudence to 
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attempt a passage uluiie. 1 liave already 
dispnscil of some of my remaining supplies, 
and will hand over to the hospital the ru- 
Diaiuder. 

Nolen from BerryviUe, la., hy J. F. Hum- 
mer. 

Was husy making out iny report when I 
was informed that u reconnoissiinco was go- 
ing out. Went out with them ; placed two 
bottles of stimulant in saddle-bags for use 
of wounded; found the enemy and drove 
them back on their main force. Our cas- 
ualties were two killed aud five wounded — 
is.«ues comparatively small. Issued bottle 
of stimulant to sick and wounded, and some 
minor articles to individual relief. 

* » * It rained all day ; was very busy 
— more so than on any day since 1 have 
been in the corps. Furnished hospital with 
all necessary articles, also, a great deal of 
individual relief. To men with chills stim- 
ulants and some clothing were issued, they 
being destitute, and no possible way of ob- 
taining any. 

* * * Mr. Knowlton, agent from the 
Ferry, arrived the evening before with mail 
and invoice of goods at the Ferry, and to 
see what the field agents needed. Made 
out my requisition, and then piloted him to 
the agent's headquarters of the Sixth and 
Eighth Corps. 

♦ * • Was very busy all day issuing 

to Surgeon’s orders. Supplies arrived from 
the Ferry. Transferred the supplies to my 
wagon and team. 

• ’ ♦ Overhauled and repacked goods 

in wagon ; then visited the new hospital of 
1st Division 19th Army Corps, just estab- 
lished a day or so Issued to them all they 
needed. Everything works well in this ! 
corps in reg;\rd to the Commi-ssion. All ! 
arc loud in their praise of it, and all facili- i 
ties that can be are afforded me, by order of 
Major (teneral Emery, Commanding Corps, 
and Dr. IJrownell, Medical Director. 

Nolen from WinchrMer hy F. .1. Ailamn. \ 

Pept. 2fi — Goods arrived from Ilarjier's I 
Ferry. A large lotof Ibem. Helped issue j 
some of them, and visited two ho,spitals. 

'Tuesday, Sept. 27. — This morning we 
held a meeting with seven of the Union 
ladies of this city, who are each to have a 
district assigned them, consi.sting of one or 
two ho.spitals, which they are to visiit and 
draw the sujiplies they need from the Com- j 



mis,sion. This afternoon I made some milk 
punch and carried it around, with some to- 
bacco, to ward 4, hospital of the 19th corps. 
The boys were very grateful for it. 

Wednesday, Sejd. 28 — Early this morn- 
ing the Medical Purveyor ofi'ered us an 
extra wagon, which we loaded and sent to 
the front. I visited three Confederate 
hospifiils; they seemed as well supplied as 
our own. The surgeons were very gentle- 
manly, and glad to receive our aid. 

Sept. 29, — * * * Visited the Taylor 
House hospital ; they look much better than 
they did a few days ago. Went to see a 
soldier, wounded, in a private house. He 
had almost no clothing at all, and suffering 
severely from his wound. I sent him what 
he needed most. 

♦ * * Saw some of the ladies who are 
visiting hospitals (according to instructions) 
and made out requisitions of articles they 
were in need of for the wounded. The rest 
of the day spent in duties about the store- 
room. 

• * * Saw the surgeons in charge of the 
Cth and cavalry corps hospitals and aseer- 
Uiincd the number of their sick and wound- 
ed, amounting to' about 450 in all. Visited 
the cavalry corps hospital, in a church. It 

I looked very well indeed, clean and well 
ventilated. They all bad beds and a fair 
j .supply of clothing. 

I 

Notes from Harper's Ferry, by George 
Knowlton. 

Friday morning, I was ordered to visit 
the hospital at Sandy Hook, Md., in com- 
pany with Mr. Marks. The wards visited 
were those containing the amputated cases. 
We found the prmr fellows suffering from 
all kinds of wounds, but bearing most nobly 
their suffering for the cause of liberty and 
justice. We found them also very much 
in need of stimulants, particularly wines. 
One case in particular I noticed in Ward 
No. 1, of a young man who had undergone 
a very severe operation, and, as I wa-s told 
by the ward master, could not live. I icsked 
him if I could bring him anything to eat 
or drink. Ho said he had no appetite to 
cat anything, but should like a bottle of 
•sherry wine; he thought it would strengthen 
him aud give him an appetite. 

Gases like the above are to be met with 
every day, and were it not for the stimu- 
lants is,sucd by the Sanitary Commission 
the suffering would be much greater. In 
the afternoon I visited the hospital in charge 
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of Dr. Ditts, on Bulivar Heights, but found 
tlio men receiving snob good care and at- 
tention from their excellent surgeon and 
matron that there wa.s very little we could 
do fur ihein — about the only arlielcs called 
for by the men were tobacco and some read- 
ing mutter. Sunday morning I was ordered 
to take charge of a load of stores for the 
hospitals at Hagerstown, Md., which were 
lell destitute by the rebels in the late raids 
in Maryland. I arrived in Hagerstown 
Sunday evening, and found them destitute 
indeed ; the poor fellows were laying in 
common bunks filled with loose straw. The 
surgeon, Dr. Lees, was very thankful for 
the articles sent, and plea.sed at the prompt- 
ne.ss with which his reijuLsition had been 
hlled, and in a handsome letter sent to Col. 
Muicck, expressed his thanks to the Com- 
mission fur their kindness to him and his 
men. 

Friday morning, Mr. Uammer kindly 
offered to accompany me to the different 
corps I had to visit. We found Mr. Ulazier, 
of tho 6th corps, in the woods, about a 
quarter of a mile from the Summit Point 
Pike, between the 19th and 8th corps, and 
Mr. Evans, of the 8th, about five miles 
farther on the same road. The corps having 
made an advance the day before, made it 
rather difficult to find them. 1 found all 
the wagons very much in need of more 
stimulants and many other necessary arti- 
cles, such as shirts, drawers, crackers, &c., 
and tru.st they m.iy be re-supplied by the 
next train. 

Notes from Crunk's Division, la., hy D. 
ir. Evans. 

I find every facility for working, always 
welcomed among officers of every grade 
and department, and so it is comparatively ■ 
easy to find out who the needy are, among ( 
the men. This corps especially, by its 
marches and counter marches, is so much 
reduced and worn that it calls for a liberal 
supply of all kinds of stores, especially light 
diet and warm clothing for the hospitals, 
whose iKiticutis number an average of one 
hundred during this week. Among the 
comforts afforded them, has been blankets, 
which have been of inestimable service. 
Men are often to blame for not having their 
blankets with them. But when sick they 
should have them. I ask a liberal supply 
of them for this fall weather and cold nights. 

I have supplied these hospitals for several 



days. Being further removed from the base 
of supplies than previous weeks, tho sup- 
ply trains are not as punctual as formerly, 
hence the reason for falling back exclusively 
on our supplies. In addition to furnishing 
personally and visiting the hospitals, I have 
supplied the surgeons of many regiments 
with the articles, as per rcqui.-iiions inelos- 
' ed, but generally I have distributed direct- 
ly to the men in the several regiments, 
oftentimes carrying it to them in my saddle 
bags and straps. 

1 have distributed stimulants in greater 
quantities than I shall hope to do in future, 
fur the sick men have been wet and chilly, 
and we have moved three times during the 
week. Everything that can be, is done for 
the comfort of the field hospitals by those 
1 in charge of them. There is a great demand 
for stimulating medicines, such as cayene 
pepper, Jamaica ginger (essence), black- 
berry brandy and cherry cordial. 

A. G. MuHLEcn. 

.MxRTi.vsanao, ') 
October 9 , ! 804 . / 

Since my last report, two trains, consbt- 
ing each of six four-horse teams, heavily 
loaded with an assorted cargo of Sanitary 
goods have been forwarded from Marti ns- 
burg to Winchester. Bedding, clothing, 
and farinaceous food have been in pressing 
demand. We have supplied the difl'ereut 
corps hospitals to a large extent; in fact, 
some of these hospitals in town have been 
provided with almost everything they needed 
in that line. Lc.ss compicte has been our 
supply of delicacies, and these we mostly 
entrusted to the noble women who so gen- 
erou.sly volunteered to cook and prepare 
articles of extra diet. Soft crackers, choco- 
late, tea, jellies, milk, eggs, and sherry wine 
have been dealt out generously, and most 
properly and judiciously applied. Surgeons 
us well as the patients themselves and our 
hopital visiwrs, all coincide in this welcome 
report. Before I left for Washington, I 
had an interview with most of the surgeons 
in charge, and ascertained what articles were 
greatly wanted, viz; feediug-cups, bed pans, 
oil silk, adhe.sive plaster, etc. ; also, a further 
supply of quilts, blankcLs and pillows. Ou 
my arrival at Martin.sburg, 1 ordered to the 
front all those articles ou hand ; the same 
thing I did at Harper’s Ferry. Dr. Harris, 
who doubtless postpones bis departure from 
Winchester until 1 can reach that point, 
will give you more definite statements as to 
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the iiiai):i}'emont of the hiwpltula aod the 
condllhm of tlicir irnn.iten. 

1 hasten to add here, that the flying visit 
I was enabled to-day to pay to our several 
temporary hospitals, at Martinsburg, has 
impressed tne with the conviction, that, — 
if not more pres.singly nee<ied at Winches- 
ter— .M ias Harris’ presence and lalwr in thU 
town wiiuld result in intinile good, lairgc 
numbersof wounded p,is.s fre(|uenily through 
town, and there is nobody to look after them, 
further than to show them into the ears. 
Some warm food, tea and coficc, prepared 
by a woman’s hand, would bo a great relief 
to the poor sufi'ercrs, who very often, hun- 
gry as they are, do not get anylhitig before 
they reach their final destination. I shall 
duly report to you, without delay, the result 
of my consultation with the medical authori- 
ties, and the impressions of my own tnind 
and judL'tnent in regard to the further sphere 
of usefulness of Miss Harris, outside of 
Harper’s b'erry. The ho.spitals temporarily 
established in this town contain at this mo- 
ment several hundred sick and wounded. 
They are not yet in go<«l condition, and de- 
mand the continued care and vigilance of 
our agency here. Larger or smaller de- 
tachments of sick ami wounded are coming 
in daily, without previous information being 
given to the medical officers in charge, and 
sotne confusion is neces.sary Quite a heavy 
draft for bedding and under-clothing has 
thus been made on our st'ires here; how- 
ever, this is easily explained by the fact, 
that most of these articles go further Kast 
with those transient patients. Two or three 
excellent Union ladies, for whose character 
and devotion I tnay personally vouch, de- 
clare themselves willing to assist us in our 
mission, and ready to prepare food for those 
in want. 

Finally, I would respectfully suggest to 
send henceforward only siicA stores and in 
quantities us immediate need may 
justify. The number of wounded at Win- 
chester has been largely reduced since I 
left the town. I hardly think more than 
twelve hundred remain there now, and a 
further decrease may bo expected iintnedi- 
ately on the opening of the Mtitiassas road. 



WANTED FOR MEN IN THE ARMY. 

“ Housewives" or “ Comfort Bags." 

Small boga, aioh oootaining one-balf doicn 
assorted needles, one skein wblte cotton, one 
skein black linen thread, one half dosen horn or 
porcelain shirt buttons, (large else), one-half 
doien pantaloon bnttons. a small ball of yarn, 
(any color), a darninx needle and a few pins. 
With this material men can repair clothing that 
would otherwise be thrown away. 



BH1PHERT8 IH BEPTEKBEK. 

From the 3d to the 29lh of this month, 
beside many other articles in greater or less 
ammiot, there have been shi|ipcd to Sher- 
man’s army from the depot in Louisville, 
the following supplies : 

7D4 plfow Khtrlu. 

2.666 mire droweni, 1,679 cmus frail, 

S.S'i-' lb« beef, 9.4-W rreck^rt, 

2,7:19 ptbondt dried fraU. ]6..^89 f(4l oo« picki^S 

buishp'K p<ilAtu«s, )0,637 bii«he|B 

30,000 poao'U ie^, 6,172 boUlei 

KVt psiuudtt issbR(>eo. 

3,471 aed hatiiikRrcbi^fn, 

3, pi>iiDd'i uf aad buttdHgna, 

],727 bottim of wioe and BtpiriU. 

The Dunleith likewise was loaded to the 
utmost, here atid at Cairo, about the 20th, 
with valuable stores for New Orleans, Vicks- 
burg, atid Memphis. Her cargo consisted 
of the following articles: 

4.703 ba«ib«1fl onions 49 doz^a ralKnp, 

6,310 i^Aiiuos p'cklf*, lA d'>ze<i KiD^Rr wioe, 

.3.V) biiRhoN piHAtooa, 3 p»uad* 

gHlIooR bruat, 20 (bonuda lieibz, 

)2,l<0 pouadd crnckRr*, fao«. 

4.20) p-tnoda driisl appien, 2.712 ubirt*, 

1,710 ibiB.cuaiwnirs'r^ b*!d?f, I.IM pair* drawers, 

22 dof canoed Utmiioaa, 192 ubeeu. 

12 dot. i^atawba wine, 390 pIMow 

3 d»f ra»pb'y vinegar, 274 haadkerchiefb, 

1 doz whiokv. 01 Ouinfarta and quilU, 

676 eaxR blackberry, 396>iwei«, 

loo pairs gloves, 16 dressing gowns. 



FINANCIAL SEFOBT 

0/ Dr. J. B. Sttrht.rryy S*rrttar\i Hvjifrm Depart* 
menty U. S. Sanitary CommtBBion, IjOuibvIU, Ay. 
From September 18CI, to July 1, 1864. 

From Srptember 1, 1861, to January 1, I8G2. 
Expfn*r*-~^ 

Stnlionery & office print'!?, $14 25 
Freight (not fur supply de- 

pHrtnient,) . . 15 00 

Petty ex peiiB^es in office, . 1 1 00 

Office salaries, . . 045 00 



D85 31 



Wanted. — The cold wcathorapproacbe.9, 
and our men in the field will need mittena. 



Supphf Department^ 

Tmnsporut'n of supplies, 48 40 
Misceiluncous, . . 4011 55 

617 95 



Let the long evenings at h*mie be occupied 
in Luittiug aoldicra* mitteud. 



$1,503 26 
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For the Year 1862. 

Advertising, . . $133 30 

Stationery and office 
printing, . . . 101 83 

Freight (not for supply 



department). 


27 r>3 


Postage, 


18 48 


Telegrams, . 


61 08 


Rent, . . . . 


345 00 


Petty expenses in office, 


237 h:j 


Oflice salaries, . 


2,750 35 


Gmeral /nj/xrrfibn— 




Compensation, . $3,816 07 


Expenses, 


2,059 01 


Z>iref/nry — 




Compensation, 


$597 G3 


Expenses, . « * 


43 00 


Relief Dftpnriment — 




Expenses of Relief Corps $ 45 00 


Home at Louisville, 


1,132 73 


HospiUtI Cars, 


158 88 


Hospital Boats, 


1,864 12 


Supply Drpartmmt — 




Storehouse wages and 




expenses, . 


$ 40 00 


Piirebnse of supplies, . 


4,519 29 


Distrihmion of supplies, 


2,874 47 


Tmnspor'n of supplies, . 


638 54 


Canvassing, . 


198 50 



Miscelluneuus, 



Total, 



For the Year 1063. 


Expemte * — 




Advertising, 


$288 23 


Stationery and office 




printing, 


2,007 01 


Freight (not for supply 




department), . 


115 58 


Postage, 


403 12 


Telegrams, . 


43 67 


Rent, 


1,359 66 


Petty expenses in office, 


1,802 40 


Office salaries, . 


8,147 61 


Puhlication^ 




Sanitary Reporter, 


$2,622 14 


Documents, Mono> 




graphs, A;c., 


731 80 


General [nepection^ 




Compensation, . 


$3,116 39 


Expenses, . 


3,987 02 


Directory-^ 




Compensation, . 


$8,017 74 


Expenses, . 


1,519 66 



BVoiiyh/ forward, 
Retief i frpttrlmenl^ 
Compensation, . 
£xpelJ^e!<, . 

Hume at I'airo, . 

“ Memphis, 
“ Nashville, 
LoiiisriUe, 
Hospital Cars, 
liuspital Busts, • 



$40,162 63 



$4,609 03 
2,270 91 
I,6u6 87 
1,098 80 
1,068 40 
1,147 10 
2,171 ni 
10,000 00 



3,771 40 



5,875 98 



640 63 



Supply Departmfnt — 

Storehouse wages and 

expenses, . $2,810 19 

Purchase of supplies, . 34,430 68 



Distribution 

Transporiatioa 

Canvassing, 

Miscellaneous, 

Total, 



23,972 12 



17,194 49 
28,933 54 
5,539 04 



- 88,907 99 

. 2,281 28 

$155,323 84 



From January I to July 1, 1864. 



3,200 55 



8,270 80 
1,669 23 



$23,418 69 



14,167 18 



3,353 94 



13,104 01 



9,5,37 40 



Fxpeti9ex—> 

blationery and office 



printing, . 


. $486 00 


Pusfoge, . . 


. 208 42 


Rent, . 


. 515 UO 


Petty expenses in office, 1,861 08 


Office salaries, 


. 5,453 33 


General fnspe.etion--^ 




Compensation, . 


$4,190 33 


Expenses, . . 


898 84 


Directory— 




Compensation, . 


$4,456 16 


Expenses, . 


1,041 34 


Puhlieation — 




Sanitary Reporter, • 


, , 


Relief Department — 




Compensation, . 


$8,615 47 


Expenses, . « 


3,971 31 


Home at Cairo, . 


4,860 89 


“ Memphis, 


1,177 11 


“ Nashville, 


1,452 88 


** Louisville, . 


35 00 


“ Camp Nelson, 


2,065 95 


“ Knoxville, . 


139 50 


Stevenson, . 


629 60 


Chattanooga, 


279 82 


Hospital Cars, . . 


984 71 


Hospital Boats, . 


1,063 23 


Supply Department— 




Storehouse expenses, . 


$1,173 C4 


Local expenses. . . 


60 00 


Purchase of supplies, . 


54,642 60 


Distribution 


27,941 72 


Transportation, “ 


6,648 28 


Canvassing, 


3,231 05 


Miscellaneous, . 





8,523 83 

5,089 16 

5,497 50 
1,920 94 



25,276 46 



93,697 28 
802 52 



Carried forward, , 



$40,163 53 



Total, 



$140,819 69 
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Summary. 






Expense * — 








Advertising, 


(421 


63 




Stationery and office 






printing, . 


. 2,699 


99 




Freight (not for supply 






deparlUK'Ut), . 


158 


11 




Postage, 


63U 


02 




Rent, . . . 


2,219 


66 




Oflice expenses, . 


3,912 


31 




Telegrams, . 


103 


75 




Office salaries, . 


17,302 


35 








— 


27,447 72 


PuhlicationM — 








Sanitary Reporter, 


$4,r>52 


08 




Documents, Mono 








graphs, Ac., 


T3I 


80 






— 


— 


5,283 88 


Oeneral Inspeetion^ 








Compensation, . 


$17,124 


28 




Expenses, . 


6,944 


87 










24,069 15 


Directory — 








Compensatiou, • 


$13,071 


53 




Expenses, . • 


2,004 


00 








— 


15,675 53 


Relief Department^ 








Compensation, . 


$13,224 


60 




Expenses, . . . 


6,287 


22 




Home at Cairo, . • 


6,467 


76 




“ Memphis, 


2.275 


91 




“ Nashville, 


2,521 


28 




“ Louisville, , 


2,314 


85 




“ Camp Nelson, 


2,065 


95 




“ Knoxville, . 


139 


50 




“ Stevenson, . 


629 


00 




“ CbatUuoogA, 


279 


82 




ITospital Cars, . 


3,314 


40 




Hospital Boats, 


12,297 


34 








— 


52,448 13 


Supply Department— ’ 








Storehouse wages, Ac 


$3,823 


83 




Local expenses, . 


260 


00 




Purchase of supplies, 


93.592 


56 




Distribution •* 


48,010 


68 




Transportation “ 


36,268 


76 




Canvassing, 


8,968 


59 








— 


190.924 42 


Miscellaneous, 


. 


■ 


5,216 59 



Totiil, . . . $321,065 42 



TEE 8A9ITAR7 C0XMI68I0H AKB OUB , 
BRAVE SOLDIERS. 

The United States Sanitary rommisslon steamer 
ElUabeth left Philadelphia on Saturday morninf? 
for City Point, with a full carf^o of clothinfr and 
sanitary slore.^; for the use of our brave soldiers 
in the army operating before Richmond, at a cost 
of $44,383 74. 

The public will see that their generous contri- 
butions to our late “Great Fair” are being put 
to a good u.se. 

The following named articles comprise the Eliza- 
beth's cargo. 



6.000 wool shins. 

744 pairs wool drawers. 

433 dozen w ool socks. 

200 quilts. 

70tf bed sacks. 

210 sheets. 

500 towels. 

528 pairs leather slippers. 

14,565 pounds crackers. 

10,108 pounds tobacco. 

350 barre.s onious. 

75 barrels sweet potatoes. 

50 barrels while potatoes. 

50 barrels beets. 

5.000 beads cabbage. 

50 boxes peaches. 

20 barrels family flour. 

415 pounds tea. 

60 dozen Sherry wine. 

40 dozen ale. 

60 dozen Monongafacla whisky. 

100 dozen old cherry brandy. 

2, .376 pounds crushed sugar. 

821 pounds butter. 

883 pounds dried beef. 

30 kilU mackerel. 

2.000 pounds codfish. 

4,800 pounds condensed milk. 

6,360 pounds canned roast beef. 

4,530 pounds beef and vegetable soup. 

2,400 pounds com starch. 

2,400 pounds farina. 

50 boxes lemons. 

25 dozen lemon syrup 

l oo dozen canned peaches. 

258 dozen canned tomatoes. 

5 dozen tomato catsup. 

60 dozen apple butter. 

20 kegs tripe 

26 dozen Julienne soup. 

122 dozen flavoring extract. 

10 gross essence ginger. 

40 dozen pickled onious. 

50 dozen ball pickles. 

1 case salt. • 

10 dozen egg nogg. 

749 pounds dried peaches. 

3,425 pounds dried apples. 

43 gailotis coal oil. 

600 pounds corned beef. 

3 dozen bay rum. 

331 arm slings. 

1 box reading matter. 

839 books. 

10,000 envelopes. 

27 gross pens. 

1.0 gross lend pencils. 

10 gross inkstands. 

2,000 tin cups. 

10 gross pie plates. 

4 dozen box graters. 

16 gross iron table spoons. 

18 pounds patent thread. 

20 gross matches. 

140 dozen combs. 

10 dozen pnils. 

10 dozen spirits camphor. 

2,000 pA|>cr bugs. 

PKUada. Evening BulUiin^ Sept, 21, 1864. 
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luHU from Phtladtlphia A^tnc^ V. 5. Sanilary 
Committion for month of SeptemhiTy 18tJ4. 
Sept. I.— 7i) liOuuviUe. 

2U3 caae^, 12 boxes, each, lime jaice, $1,483 25. 
Sept. 6 . — To Cittf Tointy Va. 

130 btirrels onions. 

2H barrels beets. 

47 barrets sweet potatoes. 

20 boxes peaches. 

35 tons coal. 

150 newiipapers. 1,881 65 

Sept. 30.— 7b lioliimoTe^ Md. 

257 bed'sacks. 

224 wrappers. 

89 wool shirts. 

515 wool drawers. 

276 cotton flaoDel shirts. 

68 4 pads. 

639 pillows. 

23G dozen bandages. 

176 pairs slippers. 

48U towels. 

1,119 pairs wool socks. 

1 pair mittens. 

78 stings. 

38u finger stails. 

24 eve shades. 

2,630 combs ffine and coarse). 

9 pieces mosquito netting. 

G pieces oil silk. 

34 cans fruit. 

21 cans apple butter. 

162 pounds farina. 

38 bottles raspberry vinegar. 

38 pounds corn starch. 

163 bottlea blackberry brandy. 

408 bottles Sherry wine. 

102 fans. 

1 barrel dried fruit. 

100 games. 

180 gallons vinegar. 

106 pounds tobacco. 

48 bottles Cayenne pepper. 

25 pounds Cayenne pepper. 

15 bottles blackberry cordial. 6,262 86 

500 ounces bromine. 330 00 



9,957 76 

Cargo rteamcr Elizabeth, 44, .383 74 



$54,341 50 



PROTECTIVE 

^$^eriation 

OP THR 

STATE OP NEW YORK. 

OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 

YOI4K. 

PnS.ITUKNT. 

Lieut.-Orn. WINFIELD SCOTT. 

VlCB-PaEaiDBNTS. 

Hot*. HAMILTON FISH. 

JOHN J. CISCO, Esq. 

ADMIRAL DUPONT. 

RUDOLPH A. WITTHAUS, Bag. 



Trrasorik. 

ROBERT B. MINTURN, Esq. 

Dirrctohs. 

Hons. E. D. Morgan, 

Gborgr Opuykb, 

Hikau Barnby, 

Jamks W. Brrkman, 

Rot. H. W. RKLi.owa, D I)., 

Messrs. Juhn Jacob Abtob, 

Jamks Brown, 

WatiAN H. Aspinwall, 

Jamks Gallatin, 

Howard Potter, 

William E. Dodge, jr., 
Tiixodork Roosbvilt, 

Pbter Cooper, 

George Bancropt, 

Daniel Lord, 

Wilson O. Hpnt, 

Robert L. Stcart, 

Alfred Pell. 

Apply in person or by letter, to 

HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary^ 

35 Chambers Street, New York. 

OBJKCT.S OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

Iff. 7b secure the $oldier$ and tailor* and their 
/<rmi7/CA, any claim* for pennion*, pay^ or bounty^ 
tie.y vithout eo*l to the claimanL 

2d. To protect soldier* or sailors and their families 
from im;;o4/ure and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the (iovemment. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and (0 

soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 



THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 

Was constituted by the Secretary of War in Juno, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-Geoeral of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Rache, LL.D., Wa.shington, D. C. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq , New York. 

Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. n. Van Buren, M.D., Now York, 

A. E. Shiras, U. S. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surgeon*Gen'l U. S. A 
Wolcott Gibbs, M D., New York. 

S. 0. Howe, M.D., Boston, Muss. 

C. R. .\gnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt. Rev. T. M Clarke. Providence, R. I. 

Hon. R W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, 111. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D C. 

Horace Binnoy, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 

Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philudelphia, Penna. 

C. J. Stitl6, Philadelphia, Penna. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, IIL 
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H. \V. Bellnw!*. I).D., Pr<*siiJpnt. 

A. I) IWIie, LL.D., Vice-Pre»ident. 

Georjfe T. Scronjj, TreHsiirer. 

J. Foj*t<»r Jenkins, M D., (tencrnl Secrctnrj'. 

J. 8. Newberry. Nf D., Assoriale Secretary. 

J. II. Dmi^das. M l)., Associate Secretary. 

F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 

HTAMDIXO COUMITTKI. 

Henry W. Bellows, U.D. 

George T. Strong. 

William II. V'aii Burea, M.D. 

Wolcoit (3il*bs, M.D. - 
C. U. Affriew, .M.D. 

HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary Comniission ha* made arrnnjre- 
mcnt* for supplyin;; iiiformatioa {^ratuitouely, 
with retrard to patients in alt the United Slates 
General IDHpitals. 

For itiformaliun relative to patient* in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Camlina, South Citrolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address -Ortice of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.** 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“Office of Sanitary ('omraission, No. 1307 Cbessl- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Ho!<pitals In Western Vii^inia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri. Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee. Mississippi, and Arkansa.«, address Office 
Sanitary ('ormnission, Louisville, Kv.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- : 
xnent of the person inquired for ishould be given, | 
and where be whs when last heard from. If the 
application i.s by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will he answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer s expense. 

ffcqy^Sohliera’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu* 
manity more effecUially than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends iu the army. 

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maioUins an exteusive system of agencies fur 
securing the sale conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are must wanted. 

It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points — at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga — its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in ail cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which aux liary societies, 
and ail disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to 8tates or loc.aliiies, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity fur assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 

Sanitary Commisuon, Branch Depot, No. 18 
West Street, Boston, Mass. 

Sanitary Ooramission, Branch Depot, No. 10 
3d Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 



Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No, 40 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission. Branch Depot, corner 
Vine and Sixth SireeU, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street. Cleveland, 0 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. G6 
Madison Street, Chicago, 111. 

Sanitary Commis.Mon, Branch Depot, No. 3 
Adam’s Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Sanitary Commis-iion, Branch Depot, No. 59 
Fourth Street, Pittsburgh, Penim. 

Sanitary Commission. Branch Depot, No. 32 
Lamed Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Colum- 
bus, (). 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth 
Street, Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Govertiraenl, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may lx* transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 

RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

General Superintendent, Bev. F. N. Knapp, 
Washington. D. C. Chief Assistant, J. B Abbott. 

Soldiers' Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, 
Washington, D. C. 

Lodge No. 4. IT Street, between Thirteenth and 
and Fourteenth Streets. 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland .Y venue, near Railroad 
Station. 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D C. 

Soldiers' Lo»ge, 76 Kingston .Street, Boston. 

Soldiers' Home. Third Street, east of Broad- 
way, Cincinnati, 0. — Col. G. W. D. Andrews, 
Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, HI. — 0. N. Shipman, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers' Home, Louisville, Ky. — James Malona, 
Superintendent. James Morton, Special Relief 
Agent. 

Soldiers’ Horae, Nashville, Tenu. — L. Crane, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent- 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, 0. ■, Superin’t 

Soldiers' Home. Cleveland. 0. — Joseph Jerome, 
Supcrinlendenl and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tena. 
— C. W. Christy, Superintend’t and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss. — T. Way, 
Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Horae, New Orleans, La. — C. F. Howes, 
Superintendent. 

AOBVCY POR PSNS10!I9. * 

William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

BO.SPITAL CARS. 

Between Washington and New York — Sol, 
Andrews, M.D,, Siirgeou in charge. 

Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 

Between Louisville and Chattanooga — Dr. J. 
P. Haruum, Surgeon in charge. 

SANIT4RT STKAMKR. 

James River — Kliatabelb. 
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DURYEA’S MAIZENA 

UKCKIVKU 

TWO PRIZE MEDALS 



FROM JURIES 3 AND 4) 

AT TRB 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 

LOIffDOBT, 18G2. 

Being Sole Awnrde giiineil liy anytiiing of the kind. It al«o received Superlative Report of 

“EXCEEDI.VG EXCEEEENT FOR FOOD.” 



At the ORKAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION at IlA.MBlJRr., July, 1803, received 
the highest Prize Medal lor its great delicacy as aii article of food. 

At the FAIR of the NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, at Utica, N.Y., 
September, 1803, received both UirLUMA and Medal. 

At the Pcnniiyivanla Stale Fair al Norristown, 

OcToHKK 3, 1803, TOOK Gold Medal. 

“M.VIZENA” has also taken the first premium at the American Institute, New York 
City; Neu- Jersey State Fair at Trenton, and at other places — in every instance where it 
has been czhibticd, 

".MAIZENA” has never failed to receive the highest award when placed in competition 
with Corn Starch and all articles of like chariu'ler, alter a thorough Micro.eopical and Analy- 
tical Exaniinution of disinterested judges. It therefore stands commended to the public as the 
best article of its kind in the world without any oommeuts of the mauufacturer. 

Tvr A izB jar A, 

For Puddings, Cakes, Custards, Blanc Mange, Ac., without isinglass, with few nr no eggs, at 
a co.st astonishing the most economical. It is also excellent for thickening sweet sauces, 
gravies for fish and meat, soups, 4o. For Ice Cream, nothing can compare with it, A little 
boiled in milk will produce rich cream for Coffee, Chocolate, Tea, Ac. 

Put up in one pound packages, under the trade mark "Maixena,” with directions for use. 
A most delicious article of fmal fur children and invalids of all ages. Fur sale by Grocers 
and Druggists everywhere. 

WUOEESAEE DEPOT, 166 FFETON STREET. 

WM. DURYEA, General Agent. 
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BRANCH, 0 .^.. J BRANCH, 

No. 744 Broadway, \ | No. 19 Green Street, 

HEW YORK. J / fJ BOSTON, Mass. 

Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 



The •* Palbrr” Asm tn«1 Lrn »re oow farnlshed for the mailUtpd beroMi of the AriDf Bod Navy, aod I hava th« 
ple&aure uf • xira«'ia fr->iu <ifllckal It-tier* fr->ui lb** t^(irgi><.>D'(iPUersl. Wlitrh wiU gntiify (iUioeri>u» ap; lieaoUt 

whu, in ibu have be«u led tu belleVe that they uiUsC aooopt au lafertur iloib, ur have ou aid from <J.<terQmenl. 

SraGRidi-OsxKaAb’* Orrica, 
WarhiroTob City. D( , Dec l‘i, 16d3. 

giK The Board of MedlemI nfieera auMinbled in the City of Plilladalphia, Air the purpose of exanilot ag the dtfferaol 
model* ■uhiniiied (<> them fur au ArtiAdal Aria, havtuff reported ••••*eaa 
la (XIMPLIAH4 K WMH 1IIK RKCUM M V .« OATluX <ir THB BoARO, WRKa A aoi.DISR HAT OBSIBB TO PtrRCRARI “mi «OU 
ALMAar AJii> axpKx»iva arr up Pai.mrr" piptt doii.arr will be allowju> towabm pATMr.aT roa tht ramr. 

By order of the AcUod burgeoo-Ueaeral. C U CKa.NK, burgeon U.S.A. 

8cm(iRoa>OeaKiiAL'a tippict, 
WARHiaMToa City, DC, bept SO 

8ia In an*wer lo year letter of the 1«t inat., I an dlrvetad to Infcirm yuQ. that the liep>>rt aud rreuuitocDdatiou of 
the llpiilcal Board reeeuiiy aonetiiLled In NVur Vurk. to eXAmtuo aamples aod model* uf Artlflclal Liinb*, ta uut dealgaod 
to RDpereede the recommeodaiiua of the funner Buard, »o pab ar BBoiaDA rnR Limbr MAarPACTcavo bt rue. 

Very rmpecifuily, your ubedieut aervani, by order of the OurgeuQ>reu«‘ntl, 

W. C. Bt'KNCEB, AaaUUniBnrBeonU.aA. 

To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D , 744 Broadway, New Tork. 



The Best PALMER LEO ia ihmiahed THE SOLDIER FREE. 

The Beat PALMER ARM. for a SMALL ADVANCE. 

The Beat LINCOLN “OUVERNMENT" ABM. FREE. 
Prioea of the PALMER LIMBS not raiaed to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 

Apply in peraoD, or by latter, at either of ihe uffleae Addreaa 



B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 

/'reeu/ettf j4mer«caH Artijxciixl Limb Co. 




Adapted to every branch of business. 



MANUFACTtIRKI) ONLY BT THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 

E. & T. FAIRBANKS & CO., St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 

rUINOlPAL WAUEIIOUSKS: 

FAIRBANKS A CO., No. 262 BroadwAT, New York, 

FAIRBANKS.^ BROWlT No. 118 Slilk Street, Boston. 

FAIRBANKS, ORk!£iNL£JAF A CO^Nu. 172 liAke Street, Chioaso. 
FAIRBANKS A EWINO, MasoDic Ball, Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS A CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 

Dacripttve CircM^urr furnished or mailed to any address^ on ajtplication to either of the abore. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

ORRIS 

FIRE k Eli INSURANCE 

COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 

COK/nSTEI?/ W-AJLIj & l<r JLSS-A.TJ STS. 

Authorized Capital, - $5,000,000. 

Cash Capital, paid in, - $200,000. 

This Company issues on tho most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 

WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 

against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 

Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. * 




I OFL 353 O T O 

JOHN D, BATES, 

FEED. H. BKADLEB, 

edwaud c. Bates, 
WILLIAM MACKAT, 
BKNJ. B BATES, 

B. C. UORKtS. Ja., 



n. s. 

JOeBPH MORRISON, 
PAN L W, TELLER. 
HRNRV J. CAMMANN, 
S. N. DERRICK, 
CHARLES HICKOX, 

N O. NIMS. 



B. C. MORRIS, President. 

WM. M. WHITNEY, Secretary. 
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Coliiiiibiaii (Marine) lusiiraiicq 

Corner of VI all and jVassau Streets. 



CASH CAPITAL, - $1,000,000. 

From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1883. 



Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 18(54 84,140,930 80 

Total Amount of I’reuiiums 8,252,-56 7(5 

Excess of Earned Premiums over Losses, Ac 1,187,0(58 83 

Reserve fir Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies.... ... 441,200 49 

Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holdinp oeitilicatcs of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 

or not 269,614 80 

Scrip Divideud U) Dealers, on Earned Premiums 15 per cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders 20 per ccut. 



LOSSES PAID IN COLD 

UPON RUSKS ON WHICH THE PUE.MIUM IS PAID IN LIKE CURRENCY. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time nf application for iiit-iurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, KKTIUINS IN CASH (j^uarunteeii by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss necrucs or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM UF POLICY, as follows; 

1st. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGFj and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TF^N per cent. 

Such piivilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid duriug the year, shall amount to the sum 
of one hundred dollars. 



EDWARD ROWE. 
DANIEL W. LORD, 
OKOROK MILN. 

JOHN ATKINSON, 

TIIOS. A. C. COCHRANE, 
WSI. 11 IIAI.SEY, 

THOS BARKO.N, 

ROLAND 0. MITCilBLL, 
ALBKKT 0. LKB. 
OE'KGB P. DESHON, 

0. L. NIMH, 



I> I II 1-5 C T O R H . 

M. P MERiCK, 

W’M. B OGDEN, 

JOH.N AKMsTHU.no, 

B. C. MORRIS, 

ANDREW J KJCH, 

DANL, W. TELLER, 

JOn.y D BATES, Jk.. 
CHARLES HICKOX, 
HOltEUT BOWNE. 
LAW'RENCE MYERS, 

8. N. DERRICK, 



MOSES MERICK, 
DAVID J. ELY, 
JOSEPH MORRISON, 
W*M H POPHAM, 

B C. MORRIS, Ja., 
EZRA NYK. 

HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
THOMAS LORD. 
ROBERT 8. HOLT, 

J. B. GRIFFIN. 



THOS. LORD, Vice-President. B. C. MOHBIS, President, 

WM. U. WHITNEY, 3d Vioe-Preaident and Secretary. 






1 



Digitized by Google 



